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Vice-Chancellor's Messag

The Distance Learning Centre is building on a sthdlition of over two decades of service
the provision of External Studies Programme arw Distance Learning Education in Nige
and beyond. The Distance Learning mode to whichargecommitted is providing access
many deserving Nigerians in having access to higlercation especially those who by
nature of their engagement do not e the luxury of full time education. Recently, &
contributing in no small measure to providing pader teeming Nigerian youths who for ¢
reason or the other could not get admission irgactinventional universitie

These course materials haveen written by writers specially trained in ODL ceardelivery
The writers have made great efforts to provideaigéte information, knowledge and skills
the different disciplines and ensure that the nalteare usefriendly.

In addition to provion of course materials in print anc-format, a lot of Informatiol
Technology input has also gone into the deploynoémourse materials. Most of them can
downloaded from the DLC website and are availableaudio format which you can al
download ino your mobile phones, IPod, MP3 among other devioeallow you listen to th
audio study sessions. Some of the study sessioerialathave been scripted and are b
broadcast on the university’s Diamond Radio FM 1pWhile others have been delivd and
captured in audieisual format in a classroom environment for useoby students. Detaile
information on availability and access is available the website. We will continue in ¢
efforts to provide and review course materialsoiar course:

However, for you to take advantage of these formads, will need to improve on your |.
skills and develop requisite distance learning @aelt It is well known that, for efficient ai
effective provision of Distance learning educati@vailability of ¢ppropriate and releva
course materials is sine qua no. So also, is the availability of multiple plat forfor the
convenience of our students. It isfulfiilment of this, that series of course materials are b
written to enable our students st at their own pace and convenience.

It is our hope that you will put these course matsito the best us
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Prof. Isaac Adewole

Vice-Chancellor



Foreword

As part of its vision of providing education ftiiberty and Development” for Nigerians and
the International Community, the University of Ilaag Distance Learning Centre has recently
embarked on a vigorous repaositioning agenda whialeé at embracing a holistic and all
encompassing approach to the delivery of its Opesance Learning (ODL) programmes.
Thus we are committed to global best practicesigtadce learning provision. Apart from
providing an efficient administrative and acadesuipport for our students, we are committed
to providing educational resource materials for ube of our students. We are convinced that,
without an up-to-date, learner-friendly and diseatgarning compliant course materials, there
cannot be any basis to lay claim to being a provafedistance learning education. Indeed,
availability of appropriate course materials in tipé formats is the hub of any distance
learning provision worldwide.

In view of the above, we are vigorously pursuingaasnatter of priority, the provision of
credible, learner-friendly and interactive coursatenials for all our courses. We commissioned
the authoring of, and review of course materialde@ms of experts and their outputs were
subjected to rigorous peer review to ensure standBhe approach not only emphasizes
cognitive knowledge, but also skills and humane@alwhich are at the core of education, even
in an ICT age.

The development of the materials which is on-gaatgp had input from experienced editors
and illustrators who have ensured that they arerate, current and learner-friendly. They are
specially written with distance learners in minchisT is very important because, distance
learning involves non-residential students who ofian feel isolated from the community of
learners.

It is important to note that, for a distance leartmeexcel there is the need to source and read
relevant materials apart from this course matefibkrefore, adequate supplementary reading
materials as well as other information sourcesaggested in the course materials.

Apart from the responsibility for you to read thieurse material with others, you are also
advised to seek assistance from your course trtoitd especially academic advisors during
your study even before the interactive session lwlsdoy design for revision. Your academic
advisors will assist you using convenient technglowluding Google Hang Out, You Tube,
Talk Fusion, etc. but you have to take advantagthede. It is also going to be of immense
advantage if you complete assignments as at whersdwas to have necessary feedbacks as a
guide.

The implication of the above is that, a distareamer has a responsibility to develop requisite
distance learning culture which includes diligent alisciplined self-study, seeking available
administrative and academic support and acquisitibbasic information technology skills.
This is why you are encouraged to develop your edempskills by availing yourself the
opportunity of training that the Centre’s providedgut these into use.



In conclusion, it is envisaged that the course riwtewould also be useful for the regular
students of tertiary institutions in Nigeria whe daced with a dearth of high quality textbooks.
We are therefore, delighted to present these ttld®th our distance learning students and the
university’'s regular students. We are confideat the materials will be an invaluable resource
to all.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewersl groduction staff for the high quality of
work.

Best wishes.

@2'——\«:\_;1

Professor BayoOkunade

Director
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About this course manual

About this course manual

The Study of Politics POS111 has been producedriyesity of Ibadan
Distance Learning Centre. All Political Science iseumanuals produced
by University of Ibadan Distance Learning Centresiractured in the
same way, as outlined below.

How this course manual is
structured

The course overview

The course overview gives you a general introdadiicthe course.
Information contained in the course overview wélfhyou determine:

= [f the course is suitable for you.

= What you will already need to know.

*= What you can expect from the course.

= How much time you will need to invest to complédte tourse.
The overview also provides guidance on:

= Study skills.

= Where to get help.

» Course assessments and assignments.

= Activity icons.

= Study sessions.

We strongly recommend that you read the ovendavefully before
starting your study.

The course content

The course is broken down into study sessions. Eiutly session
comprises:

= An introduction to the study session content.
» Learning outcomes.

= Content of study sessions.

= A study session summary.

= Assessments and/or assignment, as applicable.
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Your comments

After completing this course, The Study of Politie® would appreciate
it if you would take a few moments to give us yéeedback on any
aspect of this course. Your feedback might incloai®ments on:

= Course content and structure.

= Course reading materials and resources.

= Course assessments.

= Course assignments.

= Course duration.

= Course support (assigned tutors, technical hetp, et

= Your general experience with the course provis®a distance
learning student.

Your constructive feedback will help us to impramd enhance this
course.




Course overview

Course overviev

Welcome toThe Study of
PoliticsPOS111

This Course provides a survey of the major isstig®ldics; who rules
in whose interests and on what basis. It explaiffisrent types of
involvement in politics, the role of conflicts afterests, the relatic
between the elite and the masses, and the govetrameéithe people
Also, it exposes students to different ways of gitugl politics and a brie
survey of the methods of ptical science.

The Study of PoliticcPOS111—
IS this course for you’

POS111 is acompulsory foundational course for students study

Political Science It also aimed at students of Social Sciences, Arsl

Education who are allowed to choose their electik@® the Departmer

of Political Science in general. The course attsntptprovide clues t

those who are curious about the meaning of paliits fundamentals,
and approaches by introducing what politics an@@adPolitical Scienc

entail.

Course outcomes

Upon a successful completionThe Study of Politic POS111 you will

be able tc
point outthe fundamental developmentstie study of politic.
Outcomes

explainthe various levels at which politics take place
discusghegeneral approaches for studying polii

highlightthe operations, processes and actors in pol
applypolitical concepts, methods, techniques and presagsthe
analysis of contemporary political issues.
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Timeframe

This is a one semester cou
45 hours of formal study time is requir

How long?

Study skills

| As an adult learner your approach to learning belldifferent to tha

' from your school days: you will choose what you wanstudy, you will
have professional and/or personal motivation fonglso and you wil
most likely be fitting your study activities arounther professional ¢
domestic responsibilitie

Essentially you will be taking control of your le@trg environment. As
consequere, you will need to consider performance issuedeaditc
time management, goal setting, stress managemenBerhaps you wi
also need to reacquaint yourself in areas sucksay/glanning, copin
with exams and using the web as a learning rest

Your most significant considerations will timeandspacei.e. the time
you dedicate to your learning and the environmenthich you engag
in that learning

We recommend that you take time r—before starting your se
study—to familiarize yourself wth these issues. There are a numbe
excellent web links & resources on the Course C®tds'SeltStudy
Skills” menu in course ClI

Need help?

As earlier noted, this course manual complemerdssapplement
POS11at Ul Mobile Class as an online course.

You may contact any of the following units for infieation, learning
resources and library servic

Distance LearningCentre (DLC) Head Office

Help

University of Ibadan, Niger Morohundiya Complex, Ibad-
Tel: (+234) 08077593551 — 55 llorin Expressway, l-Ose,
(Student Support Officer: Ibadan.

Email: ssu@dlc.ui.edu.ng




Course overview

Information Centre Lagos Office

20 Awolowo Road, Bodiji Speedwriting House, No. !

Ibadan Ajanaku Street, Off Salvatic
Bus Stop, Awuse Estate, Ope
Ikeja, Lagos

For technical issues (computer problems, web acaessetcetera
please send mail webmaster@dlc.ui.edu.ng.

Academic Suppor

Help

A course facilitator is commissioned for this caurgou have also bet
assigned an academic advisor to provide learnipg@t. The contacts
your course facilitator and academic advisor fig tourse are availab
atonlineacademicsupport@dic.uiu.ng

Activities

Activities

This manue features “Activities” which may present material that
NOT extensively covered in the Study Sessions. Witibe provided
with answers to every activity question. Therefgar emphasis whe
working the activities should be on understanding yamswers. It i
more impotant that you understand why every answer is cb

There are different forms of activities in this mah ranging fron
reading activities, case studidiscussion activitiesThe use of activitie
is particularly based on learning outcomes andraiof content. Some
Study Sessions comes with discusgopics.You may discuss the Stui
Sessions at respective discussion bcon course websit

You may se dates folactive discussion with tutor on course schec
This course scheduis available on the course webs
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Assignment

Assignment

This manual also comes with tutor markesignments (TMA)
Assignments are expected to be tu-in on course website. You m
also receive TMAs as part of online class actisitieeedbacks to TMA
will be provided by your tutor in not more tha-week expecte
duration.

Schedule dates fisubmitting assignments and engaging in coursess
activities is available on the course website. Kindsit your course
website often for update

Assessments

Q)

Assessments

There are two basic forms selfassessment in this courin-text
guestions (ITQs) anself assessment questions (SAQs). Feedbacks
ITQs are placed immediately after the questionslewthe feedbacks t
SAQs are at the back of manual. You will receivarybMAs as part o
online class activities at the Ul Mobile Class. diegcks to TMAS will be
provided by your tutor in not more th2-week expected duratio

Schedule dates for submitting assignments and @mgagcourse / clas
activities is available on the course website. Kindsit your course
website often for update

Bibliography

Reading

For those interested in learning more on this sipyee provide you witl
a list of additional resources at the start of course manu; these may
be books, articles or websit




Getting around this course manual

Getting around this course manua

Margin icons

While working through thiscourse manuayou will notice the frequer
use of margin icons. These icons serve to “sigrigoparticular piece ¢
text, a new task or change in activity; they hagerbincluded to help yc
to find your way around thicourse manual.

A complete icon set is shown below. We suggest yioat familiarize
yourself with the icons and their meaning befoegtstg your stud

=

Activity Assessment Assignment Case study
Discussiot Group Activity Help Outcomes
O |
...
Note Reflection Reading Study skills
o7 v
Summary Terminology Time Tip







Study Session 1The Nature and Scope of Political Science

Study Session 1

The Nature and Scope of Political Scien

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

This study session will introduce youthe various definitions of politic
within the context of Political Science as a distifield of study. This
will facilitate your deeper understanding of thencept. The stud
session will also expose you to the scope of psliind what politice
science entails.

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

= discusghe artand science of politics and governm
= differentiatebetween politics, political science and governn

= discusghe idea of politics in terms of definition andrsifgcance

1.1 Political Science and the Study of Politi

Queen of Scienc&@he main
driving force upon which
other sciences / scientific
discoveries depend.

SocietyA group of people who
share a common culture- a
culture that includes formal and
informal social arrangements

Political science is indeed a very old disciplindristotle (384— 322
BC), a Greek, described ‘politics’ ‘Queen of sciences in his book
“Politics” (1282). By this he meant that almoseexthing happens in
political context, that the decisions of the pdlike Greek city state
governed most other things. Politics is intimatennected to socie
economic, geographicepsychological systems. For instance, disast
natural, but its impact on society is controlledlange part by politics
Most of the choices we make either as individuabug or governmer
are political

Until the last quarter of 19th century, hower, political science lacked
separate identity as a distinct field of studywéts dominated by politic:
philosophers, theologians, and journalists, bud@elengaged in by fi-
time professional political analys

A convenient starting point at urrstanding what Political Scien
entails is a discussion on what politics is all att

1.1.1 What is Politics’

Like many other concepts in social sciences, pslithas no single «
universally acceptable definitions. In fact, yoeed to know that the|
are as many definitions politics as there are works in Political Scien

such as mores and processes ofMany of these definitions are however mutually cadictory or

government.

irreconcilable

According to the Greek philosopher Aristotle, “Fiob is the essence
social existence and that two or more men inteng with one another
are invariably involve in a political relationshipThis definition appea
to make every man living isocietya politician and therefore too broa
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Powerthe ability to influence  Harold Lasswell in his own view, defines politics ‘avho gets what,

the behaviour of people. when and how'which underlines the significance péwer as the major
ingredient of politics. In other words, politicsrfbasswell is concerned
with which group of individuals in the society gethat resources at what
time and in what manner. In this sense, politicsgeated with the study
of power. The problem with Lasswell's definition tisat it is also too
broad. You should be conscious of the fact thaktiealways a question
of who gets what, when and how, or strictly spegkthe central issue of
power, influence and authority, wherever two or enoren are involved
in a relationship, for instance in the family, acisb club, cultural
organisation or in the university.

Social classroad group in - Another American political scientist, David Eastuas defined politics as
society that have common 5 thoritative allocation of values for a societfaston’s definition is
economic, cultural, or .. . .

political status. however appears to be rather abstract; this isusecd fails to tell us
Utilitari dherent of what the relevant values are, how the values a@used, who makes the

litarian an adnerent o : : . .

utilitarianism. Utilitarianism  @uthoritative allopatlon of values and wha_tt_ rul_es'ejn these aIIocatlo_ns.
refers to the principle according 10 @ German philosopher, Karl Marx, politics isrses the confrontation

to which an action is right if it

tends to maximize happiness, no
only that of the agent but also of
everyone affected. To this end,

utilitarian view that political

or struggle amongocial classe®r economic groups. This definition is

too narrow in that groups other than social classesinvolved in the

struggle for power in the society. These groups loarethnic groups,
racial groups or religious groups. To tlditarian , ably represented by

conducts should have as its goal Jeremy Bentham, politics is the means by which owend promote their

the procurement of the greatest

happiness for the greatest
number of persons.

Governmental institutions
includes all of legislature,
presidency and judiciary with
their various establishments.

Authority Right to enforce

private and collective interest. This is also oarin the sense that there
are other means by which men promote their interest

0 ITQ Harold Lasswell’s definition of politics as “Who tgewhat
when and how” emphasizes the notion of:

A. power

B. government
C. state

D. territory

Feedback on ITQ answers

* The correct answer is A.

e If you choose B and C, then you would have stabed t
the definition of politics as “who get what wherdamow”
revolves only in the public realm (government @jchnd
not in the private realm (family, school etc). lacf,
Laswell's definition makes more reference to the
acquisition of power that can be seen in both thiglip
and private realm.

e If you choose D, then you would have related the
definition to territorial boundaries. This concepti of
politics is however, not limited by geographicatdtions
of a state. It can also occur in both domestic and
international forum, among government and private
individuals.

Some scholars posit that politics equates with dinganization and
operation ofgovernmental institutions. According to this definition,
politics involves the functioning of institutionshich make law, enforce
it and settle controversy arising from differentenests and various

10‘
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obedience.

Note

interpretation of the law. The problem with thididgion is that it is toc
narrow and formalistic; this is because it igndtes political activities o
such no-governmental institutions as political parties antkrest
pressure groups. Other scholars perceive poliscthe quest for powe
order and justice, the art of influencing, manigin and controlling
others, usin@uthority, a process of resolution of conflict in society.
a struggle among actors purst conflicting desires on public issu

More appropriately, politics can be seen as coiiegrihe
activities of governmental institutions in a state well as an
aspect of the society that directly or indirectlifeats the
operation of thesenstitutions. In short, politics involve
organisation of government and the behaviour ofugsoanc
individuals in matters that are likely to affectetlcourse an
conduct of government as for examples in voting ianfdrming
pressure groups.

Crucial to any definition of politics is thstate which is the mos
important contemporary framework for the conducpolfitics. The stat
is simply defined as a territorial organization mx&@ng a legitimat
monopoly of force over a people within specified geographic
boundary. The modern state has four major chaisiits namely
people, territory, government and sovereic

Also, while there is no best definition of politiamost political scientist
agree that politics has something to with power, influencean
authority, which are the central organizing consepf the study o
politics.

o ITQ State is the most important contemporary frameviar!
the  conduct of

A. government
B. people
C. territory
D. politics

Feedback on ITQs answers

¢ The correct answer is D
* If you choose A, B or C, you are wrong. In factpple,
territory, and government are elements of a s

1.1.2 Political Science, Politics and Governme

Having exposed you to different meaning of polititsis important tc
explain what Political Science entails? There sx&ime confusion ¢
what political science entails. Part of the coitfusis in respect ¢
politics asan academic disciplinand politics agn arl. To some people,
political scientists are ‘politicians’. Even to me people, politice
science offers training for revolutionaries or polans. Let me point ot
this to you that political science is not nece$gdraining to beconr a
practicing politician. Political Scientists as piaid out earlier carry ol
systematic and objective analysis of politics, whicay or may not ai

|11
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working politicians. Meanwhile, you should be awadhat Politicians

love power, while Political Scientists are skeptich power. While

Politicians seek popularity and think practicaB®glitical Scientists seek
accuracy and think abstractly. More importantly,litians often

respond to group and seek name recognition whildida Scientists

seek the good of the whole and seek professiomatige. Therefore, it
could be inferred that not all Political Scientiate politicians and vice —
versa. Billy Dudley in his inaugural lecture titl€tbcepticism and
Political Virtues” delivered in 1975 cleared theognd on what political
science is all about. From his submission, it vident that political

science is the study of politics.

To him, politics and indeed political science dsttie following:

1. “Consciousness Formation that is, the evolving of awareness
amongst a collectivity of the issues and probleha tonfront
that collectivity”.

2. “Social Mobilization, which is the organisation of a collectivity
for joint collaborative action”.

3. “Contestation”, the contesting of the determination of natural
priorities through the process of argumentation delgate.

4. *“Institutional Struggle or the conversion of fights into games
and debates” and

5. Transcendencethe bringing about of change both at the level of
the person and at the systemic and sub-systenatslev

In his conclusion, he opined that Political Scieriisethe systematic
study of these various components of politics”keLDudley, the World
Book Encyclopedia (1997) describes Political Soeerns the systematic
study of political life. It however added that iichl scientists seek
answers to such questions as “what reasons justiéy actions of
government? And “whose interests are served byrgawent?”

1.2 The Scope and Importance of Political Science

Political scientists study the various forms of gmment as well as
political parties, pressure groups, elections,rivegonal relations, public
institutions, comparative politics and public adisiration. All these

deal with the activities of individuals and groupsth at the national and
international levels. You should note that PolitiS&zience deals with
fundamental values such as equality, freedom,geisind power. These
are issues within and outside formal operationgoekernment.

In terms of significance of political science tonn endeavours, it is
well established from the definitions given abowed study session
1.1.1) that politics matters to every human beired.me illustrate: if you
do not take an interest and participate, someacse will, and they will
influence the decisions that affect and govern yluas. Awareness of
what politics is and how it works raises the coogsness in us to look
after ourselves and prevent others from using insgesthe ignorant are
usually manipulated. The fact remains that you neetdlike the thing
you study. For instance, virologists studying vasisand diseases may
observe a disease—causing virus under a micros¢bpdact that they do
not like the virus does not hinder them from stadyhow it grows, how

12
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Activity
Allow 20 minues

it does its dmage, and how it may be prevented or eradicateithé&telo
biologists get angry at the bacterium and smaslgltss slide with ston
They first understand the forces of nature and esnhow they can wo
with them to improve mankind’s existence. W political scientists try t
do with politics in not differen

So far, we have discussed the nature and scopelit€g You will now
engage in a reading activity on consensus view camdlict views or
Politics”.

Task
Readthe article below and answer the questions thiivic
Introduction

Many scholars have attempted to conceptualizeigoBind give meanin
to the term. One of them is Stephen Giliat whooidticed two majc
traditions into the understanding of politics a means of confli
management, and at the same time, perceived itrasaas of conflic
This activity is aimed to expose you to consensub @nflict views o
politics so as to have comprehensive understarafisgme salient issu
in political science.

Consensus and Conflict Views of Politic

According to Stephen Giliat, there are two majaaditions in the
understanding of politics. One tradition views ificd as a positivi
means of conflict management, while the other @es st as concernt
with the production and promotion of conflicts. €rlfirst view, Stephe
Giliat called the consensus or management viewobfigs. The secon
he described as the conflict view of polit

The Consensus View of Politic

The following are the argumentsssociated with the consensus
management view of politic

1. Politics is the process of resolving the problemcohflicting
desires. It is concerned with resolving conflicend
contradictions peculiar to human existence. Inrtsloontrolling
conflicts is the crucial and central function of the politi
process.

2. Conflicting desires arise when people want resauitbat are
incompatible or in short supply. In other wordsarsgty of
resources leads to disagreement. Even men haeesdiviews
interess and characteristics. They differ in their viedthe
nature of man and of his role in the world; theyéhaonflicting
interests as young and old, employer and employegio and
poor. They also differ racially and psychologigall These
differenes provide the basis for political activitie
Consequently therefore, competing political paréies evidence
of the disagreement not causes of this disagree

3. Politicians and political processes function tocmodate an
regulate differences bycognizing, representing or respondin
them. Thus, the primary role of the political pges is tc
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integrate and reconcile conflicting desires in orte produce
policies that benefit everybody and ensure secarityorder.

Inevitably therefore, politics is concerned bothhaconflict and
consensus, disagreement and agreement, disordeordad or
politicking and policy making. While differences conflicting
desires provide basis for politics, consensus oceeagent is also
required in order to reconcile the conflicting iretsts and ensure
social stability and effective government. In esserif politics is
not to degenerate into anarchy, it is imperativét @& important
that people who hold divergent interests should alscept the
constraints imposed by the political frameworkiud tule, which
regulate the gains of politics in society.

Finally, politics is therefore the functional adties having as its
aim the accommodation and resolution of confliche t
establishment of order and formulation of decisiongolicies.
Politics is a cure for rather than the cause oaglisement and
that maintaining order is the legitimate aim of aiblitical
activities.

The Conflict View of Politics

The conflict view of politics makes the followingrgpositions or
arguments:

1. Politics is concerned not with the management oflwb but for

its production and promotion. Differences becammamageable
when they are politicized and issues become coaitstad when
they are giving energy by politicians.

The consensus view of politics is a faulty and akistg
description of the nature of political activiti@he inadequacy of
consensus view of politics becomes obvious whefoade at the
nature of international politics. The internatiopalitical arena is
conflict-ridden. Different nations aggressively quate for power
and there are no universally acceptable processesies to
regulate relations among these nations. This uihatEgl
competition among states in the international sgsthas
transformed international politics into a turbulemd dangerous
process. You need to know this is also true ofekiro politics.

It is wrong to assume that competing political egrtare
evidences of disagreement not causes of them.h®wgdntrary,
it is through politics that disagreement and caotifig interests
are established and accepted in the first pladgctl$ speaking,
this view argues that politics plays a major rote areating
differences and conflicting interests. Therefotedbes not
resolve conflicts it creates them.

Political groups are not always ready to acceptdbestraints
imposed by the established institutions and streabdl societies.
To be political is to be militant, and to be militamay entail the
breaking of established conventions and processes example,
Marxist's or socialist’'s books in capitalist sogést do not regard
pubic institutions for accommodating and regulatomgflicts in

these societies as legitimate. Rejection of umstihal constraints
therefore seems to be an essential ingredient af ivtakes to be
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political.

5. Widespread apathy to politics among ordinary pecpleuted in
the conflictual nature of politics. For the ordynaeople, politics
involves taking an issue of principle to a point enn
confrontation becomes inevitable and cooperatiopossible.
Politics is seen as something to be avoided bylpespo want
to live with each other on friendly terms. In atheords ordinary
people see politics as an obstacle to the regulati@onflict and
the survival of associations.

6. Politicians survive not by building consensus ocoreiling
differences but by placing groups and associategesnst one
another through the exaggeration of differences theduse of
propaganda. They encourage groups to conceivesothant of
view as opposite and antagonistic to their owne Tampaign of
socialist politicians for example informs workerboat their
exploitation by the bourgeoisies and the use ofitipal
institutions as instruments of class dominatiotug, politicians
tend to complicate issues which could be resohastefully and
with little noise.

In conclusion, the conflict view emphasizes thdlities is not about co-
existence and conciliation but polarity and antagon In short, politics
is not a means of peaceful accommodation and résolaf conflict but
an instrument for the promotion of conflicts.

Question
Fill in the empty spaces with the most appropriatenswer
Many scholars have expressed their views aboutigsoli A as

one of the scholars identified two major traditiamshe understanding of
politics which are conflict. One tradition views lpios as a positive
means of conflict management, while the other @es 3t as concerned
with the production and promotion of conflicts. Tiirst view was called
the _ B or management view of politics whie second was

described as the C view of politics.

The first tradition concludes that D is aecfor rather than the
cause of disagreement arising from scarcity of ugss; and that
maintaining order is the legitimate aim of all pickl activities. The
second tradition on the contrary emphasizes thitigsois not about co-
existence and conciliation but polarity and antagyon To this conflict
view, politics is not a means of peaceful accomrtiodaand resolution
of conflict but an instrument for the promotionof E

o ITQ Which of the following statements about the congens
view of politics is not true?

A. Politics is the process of resolving the problem of
conflicting desires.

B. Conflicting desires arise when people want res@urce
that are  incompatible or in short supply.

C. Politicians and political processes function to
accommodate and regulate differences by
recognizing, representing or responding to them
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D. politics is concerned not with the managemen
conflict but for its production and promot|

Feedback on ITQs answers

* The correct answer is D

e If you believe A, B and C as true and the odd an®,i
then you are correct. This because while A, B and C ¢
concerned with the consensus view of politics, [
concerned with the conflict view of politi

Study Session Summat

acceptable definition Politics involves organization of government
the behaviour of groups and individuals in mattheg are likely tcaffect
the course and conduct of government. The statiehvidregarded as ti
most important contemporary framework for the candef politics is
crucial to any definition of politics. Most politit scientists agree th
politics has something to dcith these central organizing concepts of
study of: power, influence and author

@ In this Study session we noted tlpolitics has no single or universa

Summary

You also learnt that Political Science is the gystic and scientifi
study of politics. According to Billy Dudley, it &mls consciousne
formation, social mobiliation, contestation, institutional struggle ¢
transcendenc

Assessment

you have achieved its Learning Outcomes by ansgehiase question
Write your answers in your Study Diary ¢ discuss them with yot

Assessment Tutor at the next Study Support Meet You can check the back of tt
manual for feedbacks to these S/

SAQ 1.1 (tests Learning Outcome :

O Now that you have completed this study session,capuassess how w

Study the table below, and fill the empty labellealumns with the
appropriate answe

A means by which men could promote tt
private and collective intere

B authoritative allocation of values for a soc

C the essence of social existence and that tw
more men interacting with one another
invariably involve in a politicarelationship

D confrontation or struggle among social clas
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or economic groups

E who gets what, when and how

SAQ 1.2 (tests Learning Outcome 1.2)

Discuss the difference between political scienak @oiitics.
SAQ 1.3 (Tests learning outcome 1.3)

Explain the scope and significance of politics.

Assignment

Assignment

This is a tutor marked assessment for this studgiee. Turn in your
response at Ul Mobile Class — the course websiteu Yhay see
submission date at the course website as well

1. “Politics is the process of resolving the prablef conflicting human
desires”. Discuss.

2. In few words state your understanding of theosdamajor tradition
in the conception of politics according to Stepl&imeat?
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Study Session 2

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

The Levels of Politic:

In the last study session attempts were made toepbualize politics an
discuss itsnature. In this study sessiave will discuss the three ba:s
levels at which politics takes place. In additigmu will be showr
differences and similarities among the three le

When you have studied this session, you shouldlgeta
= discusghe levels at which politics takes place. (SAQ
= showdifferences and similarities amongetthree levels c
politics. (SAQ 2.2)
= discusghe dimensions and ramification of politics. (SA@Q)

2.1 Levels of Politics

18

Politics, generally speaking, takes place at dgffierlevels. While
Aristotle posits that politics is both ubiquitousdeuniversal because m:
by nature is a political animal, and so takes plioen the individua
level to the state and in-state level; some contend that for a
conventional understanding of politics, it is ateth basic level Eric
Rowe, in his boc - Modern Politics: An Introduction to Studying
Behaviour and Institutiol - identifies three levels of politic  i.
the state levels of politics;

ii. intra-statdevels of politics; an

ii. inter-state levels of politics.

2.1.1 The State Level of Flitics

This is the most important level of politics, whisbme scholars eve
consider to be the only level of politics. Thisdéenjoys primacy ove
other levels because the state, apart from being moless permane
with a territory that is defin¢, is also an institution that exercises
monopoly of the legitimate use of force over itsitery.

Put differently, other associations groups anditutsins are ultimatel
subjected to the jurisdiction of the legal contodlthe state. In othe
words, the state unlike other associations has caupuljurisdiction
State politics includes the activities of the nasibor federal governmer
the sul-national or regional government and those of |gmalernments.
In Nigeria, these will mean the leral, state and local governmet
Legislative, executive and judicial activities fopart of state politic
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2.1.2 Intra-State level of Politics

This refers to those forms of political behaviourconduct which tak
place within associations or sociroups that form part of the state. |
differently, intre-state politics has to do with the activities, iatdions
and cr-existence of all the groups within a definite tiemy. For example
the relationship between the governed and the gover twoor more
arms of government, the pressure groups and thergment, etc
constitutes intr-state politics.

It is however pertinent to note that such relatigmsall works toward:
the smooth running of the state through policy mgkand policy
feedback. It may not be governmental that all times, but agi of
groups influence government decisions. |-state politics is limited b
such state rules as exist. In addition, howeveig@ations can participa
in state politics, that is politics that mobeyond the internal affairs
the associations and involve the activities of goment. For exampli
members of a church or university may campaign regaiany
governmental policies or decisions that affect dtstivities. Sucl
participation by an assiation in the politics of the wider ste
environment or government can be more conveniatdlycribed as ¢
instance of state politics rather than of intrastadlitics

2.1.3 Inter-State Level of Politics

Another name for int-state politics is interrinal politics. As the
name suggests, it is the politics that goes on éetviwo or more state
According to scholars like Nicholas Spykman, Fedemunn, Joshu
Goldstein and of course Hans Mongenthau, amongthtes activities
involving political actors and other related ones, carried acrzde
boundaries

Unlike state and intr-state politics, international politics or int-state
level of politics does not take place within a diéd territory. There
are also no existininstitutions of government that enjoy the mono
of the legitimate use of force. What best occurthatlevel of inte-
state politics is voluntary association, and co@®m among state

There is however attempts to create stability amebdd order that will
set the tone for a world government. The Unitedidwet Organisatio
(UNO) with independent nations of the world as mersbis howeve
faced with ideological conflicts, lack of commitnieand the inability tc
compel obedience because it s not have absolute control over

membe-states. The intestate politics takes place in a setting in wt
no institution monopolises superior authority aigdiction

o ITQ Statelevel of politics enjoys primacy over other lev
because

A. the state xercises the monopoly of the legitimate
of force over its territory.

B. the state does not have the capacity to use oo«

C. groups or institutions have jurisdictional supreg

D. the state has its main objectives as the promaifc
people’s welfare
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Feedback on ITQs answel

e The correct answer is A.

* If you choose B, then you would have stated thatstiate
cannot enforce obedience. The fact is, a statet
because it has the instrumentalities of power tiorea
obedience

* If you choose C, then you omld have stated th
institutions and groups have jurisdictional supreynaver
the state. The fact is that most institutions augs are
located within the state and thus subject to tate

e If you choose D, then you would have believed tlost
important thing about the state is the provision ofiaic
welfare. You might be right but for a state to lee do
provide social welfare, it must be able to have
monopoly of the use of coercion to carry out
responsibilities of ensuring social ordehich provides
avenue for the provision of people’s welfi

o ITQ does not take place within a de
territory.

A. international politics

B. supra inter state politics
C. intra-state politics

D. state politics

Feedback on ITQs answers

* The correct answer is A.

e If you choose B, you would have suggested thatetls
another level of relationship higher than interodil
politics, state and intratate politics apart from the thr
levels of politics stated by scholars.

e If you choose C &D, then you would have stated tl
politics carried out among institutions and groopstate
politics is not done within a defined territory.agt anc
intra-state politics are carried within a clearly defii
territory.

Study Session Summat

session has shown that there are three basic latwhich politics takes
place, which are: state level politics, in— state level politics, and int-
state or international politics. The state levebpofitics is considered |
be the only level of politics that includes theidties of the national «
federal government, the s-national or regional government and thos
local government

@ Although politics is described as ubiquitous andversal, this stud

Summary

Intra state politic refers to those forms of political behaviour or doct
which take place within associations or social gothat form part of th




Study Session 2The Levels of Politics

state. The interstate or international politics is activities invioig
political actors and other related ones, carriadsecstate boundaries.
does not take place within a definite territoryelithe other two levels
politics.

Assessment

Q)

Assessment

Now that you have completed this study session,capuassess how wi
you have achieved its Learning Outcomes by aring these questions.
Write your answers in your Study Diary and disctissm with youl
Tutor at the next Study Support Meeting. You caackhyour answet
with the Notes on the Se¢Assessment Questions at the end of
Manual

SAQs 2.1 (tests Learnin Outcome 2.1)

Attempt a definition of state, ini-state and intestate politics

SAQs 2.2 (tests Learning Outcome 2.

With illustrations, differentiate  between state anihtel-state
(international) politics

SAQs 2.3 (tests Learning Outcome 2.

Identify the similarities in the state and intwtgte level of politic:
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Study Session 3

Development of the Study of Politic

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

Having discussed the levels at which politics tpkee in the last stuc
session, it is important for us to trace the degwalent of politica
science. In this session, you will be exposedthe behaviouralism
revolution that swept across sociology ésychology in 1950s caug
up with political science; and shifted the attemtiof the politica
scientists from the formal structure of the state nhan’s politica
behaviour Behavouralism aims at subjecting human behaviou
scientific analysisPrior to 1950study of politics had been preoccup
with the moral end of the state as well as the &ristructure o
government that is the constitution, the origind gourpose of th
structure

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

= tracethe development of political science as a diso@l{iSAQ
3.1)

= identifymajor events that have shaped the course and ¢arfi
political science as the scientific study of pokti (SAQ 3.2

= discusghe debate on the issue of a science of politi
scientificness of politics. (SAQ 3.3)

3.1 The Study of Politics before¢he Advent of Behaviouralisn

22

Let me remind you that political science as an awad discipline it
concerned with the systematic and scientific staohd analysis c
politics. As a separate field for the study andysis of politics, politica
science i a relatively late arrival within the social scieacehere it is
well developed. It is a relatively young acadenigddf of study in man
countries. It may interest you to note that paditiscience was first taug
in American universities in the 185 In the past as noted earlier,
term "political science" was not always disting@dhfrom political
philosophy and political history since the subjeets taught as part

other academic disciplines. Even the modern dis@ghas a clear set
anteedents including also political economy, moral g&dphy, history
political theology, and other fields concerned wittrmativism or “wha
ought to be” questions and with a major emphasishencharacteristic
and functions of the ideal Ste

The histry of Western politics, strictly speaking, can baced back t
the political philosophers who belonged to tSocratic school of
thought, namely, Plato (42347 BC), Xenophon (4-354 BC), and
Aristotle, who is considered to be the foundindnéatof poitical science
(384-322 BC). The works of these authof$ile Republi and Laws by
Plato, andThe Politicsand Nicomachean Ethicby Aristotle, analyze:
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political systems philosophically, going beyondliearGreek poetic and
historical reflections.

It is important to point out that in the heighttbE Roman Empire, the
study of politics was oriented toward understandirstory,
understanding methods of governing, and descriltireg operation of
governments. Nearly a thousand years elapsed fierfotindation of the
city of Rome in 753 BC to the fall of the Roman émpmr the beginning
of the Middle Ages philosophers and historians in this period
emphasized the importance of Roman institutiomeaking the State as a
whole stable. According to Polybius, “Roman indidos were the
backbone of the empire but Roman law is the metulla

With the fall of the Western Roman Empire, theresara more disperse
arena for political studies. The rise of monothegsnal, particularly for
the Western tradition, Christianity brought to ligh new space for
politics and political action. For instance, Augastof Hippo'sThe City
of God synthesized current philosophies and politicabitrens with
those of Christianity, redefining the borders betwevhat was religious
and what was political. During the Middle Ages, #tedy of politics was
widespread in the churches and courts and thedpianls and political
commentators of the period were preoccupied wighpiblitical questions
surrounding the relationship between Church anteStde two concepts
were clarified and contested in this period. In H3hcentury Aristotle's
Politics was translated and became the basic text as wdhes of Saint
Thomas Aquinas.

The antecedents of politics can be traced baclkcholars from other
continents as well. For instance in ancient In@laanakya (350-275 BC)
as a political thinker wrote thérthashastraa treatise on political
thought, economics and social order. This workises monetary and
fiscal policies, welfare, international relationand war strategies in
detail, among other topics. Also the ancient Chirgg home to several
competing schools of political thought, these ideld Mohism a
utilitarian philosophyTaoism Legalism - a school of thought based on
the supremacy of the state; and Confucianism -haatof thought that
greatly influenced strategic studies in politicalesice. Moreover, during
the Italian Renaissance, Niccolo Machiavelli esshigld the emphasis of
modern political science on direct empirical obaéipn of political
institutions and actors. Machiavelli in the earBti century introduced
what some believe is the crux of modern politica¢sce. His great work
“The Prince’ was about getting and using political power. Aalist he
focused on power, arguing that to accomplish angthiood — such as the
unification of Italy and expulsion of the foreigsewho ruined it — the
Prince had to be rational and tough in exercisgosfer. Machiavelli has
been described as the father of the "politics niodebolitical science.
Let me point out at this point that the expansibthe scientific paradigm
during the Enlightenment further pushed the stufiypditics beyond
normative determinations.

o ITQ Which of these political philosophers did not cidnite to
the  study of politics?

A. Aristotle
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B. Plato
C. Xenophon
D. Comte

Feedback on ITQs answers

* The correct answer is D.

* If you choose D, then you are correct because AagGemte
works dwells on the discipline of sociology andlwd doctrine of
positivism.

* Options A, B & C in fact include political philosbprs such as:
Aristotle, Plato and Marx have made useful contrdns to the
development of politics as a discipline.

In the Enlightenment period, the Contractualisteeyead and contributed
immensely to the study of politics through thedrcial contract theory;,
Social contract is a theory that assumes that iidgi@ls join and stay in
civil society as if they had signed a contract.d_Machiavelli, Thomas
Hobbes, one of the Contractualists believed thstr@g central power,
such as a monarchy, was necessary to rule theeirmadfishness of the
individual but neither of them believed in the diwiright of kings. John
Locke, another Englishman, on the other hand, whotevthe Two
Treatises of Government and who did not believéhadivine right of
kings either, sided with Aquinas and stood agdiash Machiavelli and
Hobbes by accepting Aristotle's dictum that marksee be happy in a
state of social harmony as a social animal. Unligeiinas' preponderant
view on the salvation of the soul from original ,siitocke believed man
comes into this world with a mind that is basicallyabula rasa
According to Locke, an absolute ruler as proposgd Hobbes is
unnecessary, for natural law is based on reasonegudlity, seeking
peace and survival for man. It should be mentiothed Jean- Jacques
Rousseau who lived in f8century France was considered as one of
those who laid the philosophical groundwork for Brench Revolution.
Although he accepted the theories of Hobbes andkd,dae deviated a
little, by theorizing that life in a state of natuwas downright good;
people lived according to him as “Noble savagesthaut artifice or
jealousy. To Rousseau, what corrupted humans wastgdtself. Let me
remind you his famous word in the beginning of Biscial Contract:
“Man is born free but everywhere he is in chainfiis social contract
theory by these writers provided an alternativelaation on the origin
of the modern State.

The antecedents of politics can also be traced ggelian philosophy
during the Enlightenment Period. Hegel's politiphilosophy produced
Marxism. Karl Marx who popularized Marxism was tradl in Hegelian
Philosophy. Like Hegel, Marx argued that things mlmt happen by
accident; everything has a cause. Neverthelessdiffeyed, while Hegel
posited that the underlying cause that moves higtoward as spiritual,
specifically Zeitgeist— the spirit of the times, Marx found the great
underlying cause in economics.

o ITQ Social contract theory was developed by the
A. the Structuralists

B. the Functionalists
C. the Contractualists
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D. the Socialists

Feedback on ITQs answers

* The correct answer is C.

* If you choose A, then you would have suggested that social
contract theory was developed by philosophers sgcherdinand de
Saussure and French anthropologist Claude LévisSira

» If you choose B, then you have stated that theaboontract theory
was developed by political philosophers such ad&Biikheim.

» If you choose D, then you have stated that polifitdosophers such
as Karl Marx and Fedrick Engels developed the $ooimtract
theory.

3.2 Behavioural Revolution and the Study of Politis

In the 1950s and the 1960s, a behavioural revalustressing the
systematic and rigorously scientific study of iridival and group
behaviour swept political science discipline. Ads®n studying political
behaviour, rather than institutions or interpretatiof legal texts,
characterized early behavioural political scienoeluding work by
Robert Dahl, David Easton and Phillip Converse.

Political behaviour refers to a particular apprqa&tset of methods for
the study of politics, and the study of human béhavin politics. Let me
point out that behaviouralism is not a new field Rilitical Science;
rather it is a new approach to the study of palitiand governmental
phenomena. The goal of behaviouralism is to makéiqad science a
more scientific discipline, one which analyzes ficdi empirically, that is,
using the scientific method.

The behavioural approach adopted by behaviouraigigstinguished by
its attempt to describe government as a proces® mpdf the actions
and interactions of individuals and groups of indiixals. It is concerned
with the activities of governments, political pesj interest groups and
voters. Unlike institutional theoretical approadighavioural approach
rejected institutions as the unit of analysis beeagovernment, after all,
is not made up merely of documents, containing lawd rules or of
structures of a particular form but is fundamegtéldsed upon patterns
of actions and activities of men. Thus, the units amalysis of
behaviouralism should be the observed behaviour ratadionships of
individuals.

Beginning from 1950s, behaviourally inclined pai#i scientists
borrowed the natural scientists’ approach and aotated statistics from
elections, public opinion surveys, votes in ledisles, and anything else
they could hang a number on. Specifically, the téllmehavioural
science", subsequently called "behaviouralism", ea@sed by a group of
guantitatively oriented, rigorously inclined sociatientists, at the
University of Chicago. As we shall soon see in thisdy session,
Behaviouralists made some remarkable contributiormlitical science,
shooting down some long-held but unexamined assangtand giving
political theory an empirical basis. Their best kvtias been on voting
patterns, the area in which they can get lots bdl viata.
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The decline of behaviouralism as an intellectuatdoin the late 1960s
led to the emergence of new perspectives in thaystd politics. By

1969, a newer movement post-behavioural emerged sgnthesis of
traditional and behavioural approaches. Post behealists recognize
that facts and values are tied together; they allsngvto use both the
gualitative data of the traditionalists and quatitte data of the
behaviouralists.

There was to be a greater emphasis on the infqoroaksses of politics
and less on state political institutions in isaati Post-behaviouralism
developed from the criticisms of behaviouralism ethwas attacked for
concentrating on quantifiable but trivial politicglowngrading the
importance of normative values in political resbai@nd neglecting vital
areas of political life which are not directly amable to scientific
treatment.

Thus, the post behavioural approach is engagedamaie a political
science that would be as scientific or precise @siple, philosophical
normative, politically relevant and also sociallgsponsible. It was
eclectic in that it supported the incorporationoirgolitical science as
many perspectives or approaches as can throwdigtihe complexities
of political life. The approach encourages borrgyvirom other social
science disciplines particularly, sociology andgislogy.

The advent of political science as a universitycigiine was marked by
the creation of university departments and chaiti the title of political
science arising in the late 19th century. In féo, designation "political
scientist” is typically reserved for those with actbrate (PhD) in the
field. You should be aware that the process ofgiratting political studies
of the past into a unified discipline is ongoingdahe history of political
science has provided a rich field for the growthboth normative and
positive political science, with each part of thecigpline sharing some
historical predecessors.

o ITQ The goal of behaviouralism is to make politicakscie

A. a more scientific discipline.

B. a more philosophical discipline.
C. a more dependent discipline.
D. more constricted discipline.

Feedback on ITQ

e The correct answer is A.

» If you chose B, then you have suggested that beteali
approach to the study of politics revolves arouhd t
normative-philosophical or legal-institutional apgach,
which once dominated the study of politics.

e If you choose C & D, then you would that the sugegs
that the behavioural approach to the study of ipslit
limited. The behaviouralist would argue otherwise

Those who study and teach politics have formederdfit professional
associations in various countries as well as at d¢bsetinental and
international levels, such as Nigerian PoliticalieBce Associations,
(NPSA), American Political Science Association (A Sinternational
Political Science Association (IPSA), and the Adric Association of
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Political Science (AAPS). The American PoliticaliSwe Association
was founded in 1903 and the American Political So#eReview was
founded in 1906 in an effort to distinguish thedstwof politics from
economics and other social phenomena.

3.3 A Science of Politics

There is a crucial and controversial debate onsthentificness of the
study of politics. Questions that are usually pasecbnnection with this
debate include but not limited to: Is there amsoéeof politics? To what
extent is political science a science? Can onekspéathe laws of
political behaviour? Without mincing words, in teense of the precision
that is attributed, often mistakenly, to such panel natural sciences as
physics, mathematics, chemistry, zoology and biglggrhaps political
science is not a science. It is well establishadl plolitical science can not
be considered an exact science because it is @&ibata or soft science.
Its controls are less exact. It deals with peopltar than with matter.
Nevertheless, it is possible to talk about a sifierdtudy of politics. By
this, we mean that the study will be systematic arnderly and that
political scientists will attempt to find out whigtor what actually exists.
Strictly speaking, we mean the use of scientifi¢hod to study political
phenomena. (This debate will be extensively disdisis another course
meant for 200 level Political Science Students; PZ13 — Political
Analysis).

Like all social sciences, political science fades difficulty of observing
human actors that can only be partially observed who have the
capacity for making conscious choices unlike owhjects such as non-
human organisms in biology or inanimate objecténgshysics. Despite
the complexities, contemporary political sciences harogressed by
adopting a variety of methods and theoretical agqgres to
understanding politics and methodological pluralisra defining feature
of contemporary political science. Due to the id&rendence of all
social life, political science also moved towardsclaser working
relationship with other disciplines, especially istmgy, history,
economics, anthropology, law, psychology, admiat&in and statistics
without losing its own identity.

Increasingly, political scientists have used thergdic method to create
an intellectual discipline involving quantitativesearch methods, as well
as the generation of formal economics-style modélsolitics to derive
testable hypotheses followed by empirical verifmat Over the past
generations, the discipline placed an increasinghasis on relevance
and the use of new approaches to increase saektifiwledge in the
field and provide explanations for empirical out@sn

In 2000, the Perestroika Movement in political acie was introduced as
a reaction against what supporters of the movenmaited the
mathematicization of political science. Those whklentified with the
movement argued for a plurality of methodologiesl approaches in
political science and for more relevance of theigime to those outside
of it.

o ITQ Poalitical science as an academic discipline is eomaxd
with
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systematic study and analysis of polil
scientific study Marxism.

the idea of the social contract .

the philosophy of Aristotle.

oCow>

Feedback on ITQs answers

* The correct answer is A.

* If you choose B, then you would have limited thedgt of
politics to the political philosophies of karl Mawhich stipulate:
that the stratification of the state or societyiotasses such .
the bourgeoisies and the proletariats, and theygiguamog
these class, will finally cumulate into the victoryf the
proletariats and the subsequent establishment alassles:
society.

* If you choose C, then you would have also suggdstdoolitics
essentially entails Thomas Hobbes idea of the ezneryo the
state through a social contract that exists betwleeicitizens an
the state.

* If you choose D, then you would have limited todstof politics
around Aristotle’s dictum that man seeks to be hapg state o
social harmony as social animals

Study Session Summat
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Summary

In this Study session y traced the origin of political science as
academic discipline. As a separate field for thedwtand analysis ¢
politics, political science is a relatively laterigal within the socia
sciences. As demonstrated in the study sessiotp, Pf@nophor and
Aristotle, who is considered to be the foundindhé&atof political scienc
contributed immensely through their works to thevedepment o
western politics. In fact the antecedents of pdittan be traced back
many scholars from different conents as discussed in the study sess
In the post Second world war era, the major graavtia in the study ¢
politics has been the area designated politicalawielir with the
emergence of behavioural approe

You werealso exposed tthe advent of political science as a univer
discipline arising in the late 19th century in Amer Those who stuc
and teach politics have formed different professioassociations i
various countries as well as at the continentaliatanatione levels like
NPSA, IPSA, and AAPSetc. In spite of the pessimism about
scientificness of politics you were informed thanhtemporary politica
science has progressed by adopan eclectic approa.
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Assessment

Q)

Assessment

Now that you have completed this study ses you can assess how w
you have achieved its Learning Outcomes by ansgéhiese question
You can check the back of this manual for feedb&uckbese SAQ

SAQ 3.1 (tests Learning Outcome 3.

How would you conceptualize political scien

SAQ 3.2 (eests Learning Outcome 3.2)

Briefly discuss the major developments in the stoidyolitics
SAQ 3.3 (tests Learning Outcome 3.

Is there a science of politic
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Study Session 4

Approaches to the Study of Politic

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

We discussed the levels at which politics take glac the last stud
session. The main aim of this study session isetp fiou identify ant
discuss various approaches to the study of palifiosr main approachi
that dominate the study of politics bre and after the Second Wo
War will be explained

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

= identifyfour basic approaches to the study of politics. Q@SA1
= explainthe approaches to the study of politics. (SAQ

Since the emergence of Political Science as a a&pdiscipline, tere
are four major approaches identified to be usefuhé study of politics
These are

i. Normative-philosophical approach,
ii. Descriptive-institutional approach,
Iii. Scientific-behavioural approach, and
V. Eclectic/post-behavioural approach.

4.1 Normative Philosophical Approact

30

Traditionally, the study of politics was dominatéy philosophica
reflections on universal political values that wezgarded as essential
the just state and the good state. Among the ignasthat attracted tt
attention of such great traditional philosophers as Plato, Aflis
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau were: Whaistice? Whe
makes the existence of political power legitimaté#hat should be th
proper role of the state? What reciprocal obl@atéxiss between the
state and its citizens? What interpretation angontance should t
attached to such political values as justice, @trights, freedom an
obedience? In short, they were preoccupied withdwought to be” ¢
normative question

In its present form the normative philosophical approaab taken th
form of a discussion and analysis of the answeas the traditiona
philosophers provided to some of those questioBsit contemporar
students of normative philosophical approach haied not only to
provide fresh answers to the question posed by tiaglitional
philosophers but also to empirically investigate &xtent to which suc
political values as justice and liberty or freedare actually bee
accepted in a particular society. Thus, the application of tt
philosophical approach in political science usubdids to a focus on tl
great ideas, values and doctrine of poli
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The normative philosophical approach is the oldestthe least scientific
approach to the study of politics and it has bedwen over although not
completely displaced by newer or more contempoagproaches.

4.2 Descriptive Institutional Approach

The strongest legacy that philosophy, history awdhave bequeathed to
the study of politics is in the field of descrigivand institutional

approaches. In broad terms, an institution can bened as ‘any

persistent system of activities or any patternrolug behaviour’. More

concretely, an institution has been conceived #ficés and agencies
arranged in a hierarchy, each agency having cetfiamctions and

powers’. You should be informed that this approammerged to

strengthen the weakness of normative philosophisptoach.

The institutional approach to political inquiry fses on the formal
structures and agencies of government. It originéticused on the
evolution and operation of legislatures, executaed judiciaries. As the
approach developed however, the list is extendethdtude political

parties, constitutions, bureaucracies, interesigg@nd other institutions
which are more or less permanently engaged inigmlitn the descriptive
institutional approach, the emphasis is on factherathan values. In
other words, the approach seeks to provide faetodlhistorical answers
to such questions as what are the historical seuofeparliamentary
supremacy over the monarchy. What are the procedallewed when a
bill becomes law? By what electoral arrangement aukers or

representatives chosen? What are the relativetamand demerits of
rigid and flexible constitutions?

Although descriptive institutional approach is Hairold, political
scientists still, in spite of recent developmerdsncentrate chiefly on
examining the major political institutions of theéate such as the
executive, legislature, the civil service, the gidiy and local
government and from these examinations valuablghts as to their
organisation can be drawn, proposals for reforncudised and general
conclusions offered. The approach has been caticier the neglect of
the informal aspects of politics, norms, beliefsalues, attitudes,
personality and the processes.

o ITQ The Descriptive—Institutional Approach focuses on:

A. Organization of data for presentation purpoSdse
discussion of such universal values as equalistige
and freedom.

B. the reciprocal obligations that exist betweea shate
and citizens.

C. the evolution and operation of governmental
institutions and other bodies engaged in politics

Feedback on ITQs answers

* The correct answer is C.

e If you choose A & B then you would be making refere
to the normative-philosophical approach to the ystatl
politics
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4.3 The Scientific Behavioural Approach

Beginning in the 1950s, strictly speaking, sometieéal Scientists started
to concentrate their attentions on actual humarawebr as opposed to
thoughts and feelings. They borrowed the naturiahsists’ methods and
accumulated statistics from elections, public apinsurveys and so on.
The key assumption of the behavioural approachetrabiouralism is

that there are certain uniformities in politicalhbgiour which can be
stated as generalizations or theories and whicltagpable of explaining
and predicting political phenomena. As an approtichhe study of

politics, it introduces two major elements to thaly of politics.

The first was the emphasis on the political behawvaf the individual or

the group of individuals as a central or crucialt wf political analysis

and the basic building block of political sciendeor example, if you say
the court is conservative, we mean that the judgee Supreme Court is
conservative. Behaviouralists argue that althotigh institution is an

important aspect of politics, being on its own i@t the real stuff of

politics. In other words, institutions do not ananoot exist physically
apart from the person or groups who inhabit thems Itherefore the
behaviour of the individual within institutions hatr than the formal
structure and characteristics of those institutisrisch should be the
main focus of the political scientists.

The second element that behaviouralism broughti@¢astudy of politics

was the emphasis on the use of scientific methogoiitical analysis.

The behavioural approach insists on the scientifethods in making
accurate statements about political phenomena,uamulative research
and on broad generalizations. The advent of behaafism in political

science was marked by the emphasis on the colfecfoempirical

political data and the use of mathematical andssizdl techniques to
analyze data collected. Past behavioural studige especially good in
examining the ‘social bases’ of politics, the ad#s and values of
average citizens, which go a long way toward makiregsystem function
the way it does.

There are several criticisms levelled against tbbalioural approach.
Critics questioned its basic assumption and ardbet political reality

consists mainly of unique elements and that whatesgularities that
exit are trivial in nature. It was further streddbat political phenomena
are not amenable to experimentation. However, tesfs perceived

short comings, the behavioural approach has gresiyouraged the
scientific study of political phenomena.

4.4 The Eclectic-Post Behavioural Approach

The decline of behaviouralism as an intellectoaté in the late 1960s
led to the emergence of new perspectives in thaysbfi politics. There
was to be a greater emphasis on the informal psesesf politics and
less on state political institutions in isolatioRost-behaviouralism
developed from the criticisms of behaviouralism ethwas attacked for
concentrating on quantifiable but trivial politicglowngrading the
importance of normative values in political reséa@nd neglecting vital
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areas of political life which are not directly amabie to scientific
treatment.

Thus, the post behavioural approach is engagedamaie a politica
science that would not be as scientific or prece® possible
philosophical ncmative, politically relevant but be also socie
responsible. It was eclectic in that it is suppdrthe incorporation int
political science as many perspectives or appraaelsecan throw ligh
on the complexities of political life. The apprbaencwurages borrowing
from other social science disciplines particularlgpciology anc
psychology Some of the new perspectives that later developeal
approaches in Political science include, the systapproach, structu-

functional approach, the grouppproach, decisic-making approach
among others. Each of these approaches has itsv@akness(es) al
strength(s

It has to be mentioned that there is indeed noeageet on one sing
approach to the study of politi

o ITQ The Normative—Philosophical Aypoach emphasize

A. the development in the study of behaviours
political actors.

B. the study of state parastatals.

C. the discussion of such universal values as equ
justice and freedom

D. the scientific study of politics

Feedback on ITQs answers

* The correct answer is C.
* |If you choose A &D, then you would be referring tbe
scientifichehavioural approach to the study of poli

If you choose B, then you would be referring to thesscriptive
institutional approach to the study of poktic

Study Session Summat

o7

Summary

As it is pointed out in the study session, polites be studied ing four
different approaches; these anormative ilosophica approach which
focuses on philosophical reflections on universal politicalues tha
were regarded as essential to just state and the good stadescriptive
institutionalapproachthat focuses on the formal structt and agencies
of governmen behavioural approachthat emphasizes the scienti
study of political behaviour of individuals & group of individuals; an
the post-behaviouralapproach that is eclectic in ure and engaged to
promote a political science that would not be asrdific or precise a
possible, philosophical normative, politically redat but be also social
responsible
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Assessment
Now that you have completed this study session,camuassess hc
e well youhave achieved its Learning Outcomes by answeriesg
questions. You can check feedbacks on SAQs tdgetriswer
Assessment SAQ 4.1 (Tests learning outcome 4.1 and 4.2)

Differentiate  between the normatipéilosophical and th
descriptive-institutional approatb the study of politic:

SAQ 4.2 (Tests learning outcome 4.2)
What is behaviouralism?

Discuss electic/post behavioural approach in political iitgu
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Study Session 5

Power, Influence, Authority and Legitimacy

Introduction

You were told in our first study session that power, influenanc
authority are the central organizing concepts ef gtudy of politics. Ir
this study session, much emphasis will be on tivdse-related concepts.
The meaning of each concept and the differebetween the conceg
will be demonstrated with illustratiol

When you have studied tfsession, you should be able

= explainhe concepts of power, influence, authority andtiegicy
as the central issues of politics. (SAQ 5.1)

Learning Outcomes distinguishbetween these concepts of politics. (SAQ

5.1 The Central Organizing Concepts of Politic

Power, influence, authority and legitimacy are commemtinologies ir
political analysis. Even, most of the definitions molitics given by
scholars (some of which were given in study sessioe) emphasiz
these concepts. Specifically speaking, some de politics as the quest
for power and let me remind you of Harold LassveeMiefinition of
politics as ‘who gets what when and how’, whichuees on power. Tt
concepts of power, influence and authority expresstionships amon
political actors, and tt distinction that could be made between tf
concepts is only in the extent of variance in tbhamf of relationship
These concepts are generic terms and hence RobieruBed ‘influence
and related concepts such as control, persuasiaght,mforce an
coercion to explain them ¢

Often, we have heard of terms like physical poweailjtary power,
economic power, political power, presidential powgrdicial power
national power, etc. Dahl sees power as the prodiicthuman
relationships A has power oveB to the extent that he can (B to do
something that he would not otherwise do. A persay be said to ha\
power to the extent he influences the behavioustbérs in accordanc
with his intentions. Max Weber’s definition of pomiadicates that power
involves the probability that one actor within &isb relationship will be
in a position to carry out his own will despiteistance

To most political thinkers, politics is all aboutyer and influence, tht
Harold Lasswell and Abriam Kaplan see politics as the shap
distribution and exercise of power. Power is bilat as well a
relational. It is exercised with respect to otheffer there to be a lead
there must be followel
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5.1.1What is Political Power?

According to Max Weber, power is the possibilityimiposing one’s will
upon the behaviour of other persons. To him, powemnlves
domination, i.e. a reciprocal relationship betwésnrulers and the ruled
in which the actual frequency of compliance is amiye aspect of the fact
that the power of command exists.

Carl Frederick sees power as the capacity of aivithehl or group of

individuals to modify the conduct of others in theanner which he
desires. From the above definition, it is cleart thalitical power is a

social power. It is exercised over man not oveumgeor things. Power is
the ability to get things done, to make othersdouhat we want, even if
they do not want to do it.

There are three major terms that can be identifigh the term power,
and these are force, domination and manipulation.

Force

This is the physical manipulation of the subordidatndividual. The
exercise of force can be assault, confinement, etc.

Domination

This is an influence on the behaviour of a perspmhbking it explicit to
others what he wants them to do (command, requeyt eTo Max
Weber, domination is identical with authoritariamagr of command, for
domination to be present, there must be:

a. an individual who rules or a group of rulers
b. anindividual who is ruled or group of people ruled

c. The will of the rulers to influence the conducttbé ruled and
expression of that will (i.e. though command).

d. Evidence of the influence of the rulers in termdhad objective
degree of compliance with command

e. Direct or indirect evidence of that influence inrmbs of the
objective acceptance with which the ruled obeyctiramand.

Manipulation

This is another form of power obtained when an ragtfiuences the
behaviour of others without making explicit the &elour which he
wants them to display. Manipulation may be exediby utilizing
symbols of performing acts. Propaganda is a nfajon of manipulation
by symbols.

5.1.2 Influence

When a relationship is devoid of sanctions, coer@nd physical force,
there is said to be a relationship of influencehe Tistinction between
power and influence can only be made in terms & tbrm of
relationship among persons. While it will be cotr assert that power
relationship connotes influence, relationship basednfluence on the
other hand does not connote the use of force wikislynonymous with
power. However, both concepts express relationdlgpveen two
persons, for instance persarand persois.
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It should be noted that power and influence arepasable concepts.
According to Robert Dahl, influence is a relationang actors such that
the wants, desires, preferences or intentions efarmore actors affect
the actions or predispositions to act, of one orarmther actors. One
person has influence over another within a givapscto the extent that
the first, without resorting to either a tacit ar avert threat of severe
deprivations, causes the second to change his eairaction. The

exercise of power depends upon potential sancivile the exercise of

influence does not.

Influence can be classified into two broad categgrithough it takes
several forms:

a. Manifest or explicit influence
b. Potential or implicit influence

Manifest or explicit influence is an influence esised byA overB to the
extent thatA’'s action causes a changeBs behaviour. B is able to
anticipateA’s wants and complies accordingly.

Potential or implicit influence is an indirect onknown influence by the
influencer e.g. the National Assembly trying to maklaw on a subject
and putting different groups into consideration akdnsidering
alternatives before they will eventually make tlasvIthat favours a
particular group. This group may be said to hawtemtial or implicit
influence on the decision of the National Assembly.

o ITQ When arelationship is devoid of sanctions, coereind
physical force, there is said to be a relationsiip

A. Influence
B. Power

C. Manipulation
D. Domination

Feedback on ITQs answers

* The correct answer is A.

e If you choose B, then it would be incorrect becauseer
entails the use of sanctions, coercions, or phlyiicee.

e If you choose C, it would also be incorrect because
manipulation is another form of power obtained when
actor influences the behaviour of others withoukimg
explicit the behaviour which he wants them to digpl

* If you choose D then you are incorrect becauserdotp
to Max Weber, domination is identical with autharian
power of command.

5.1.3 Authority

Authority is a form of power; perhaps it could besdribed as a superior
form of power. Authority is the quality of bein@la to get people to do
things because they think the individual has thhtrto tell them what to
do. Those in authority are followed because ligbeved that they fulfil
a need within the community or political systemutiority is linked with
respect which creates legitimacy and thereforesl¢éagower.
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Authority is a form of power derived from approvptbcedure of the
political culture which enables the political offibiolder to act in certain
ways that will affect the behavior of others. Thagthority has been
described as legitimate power.

Max Weber identified three types of authority, whare:

i. Traditional authority,
ii. Charismatic authority, and
iii. Legal authority

Traditional Authority

This authority rests on the sanctity of traditinrconventional usage, in
which prevailing social order is seen as inviolatesacred. This takes
the form of respect for the monarch or chief. Tiadal authority is
legitimate in the sense that it is in accordancéh whe custom and
tradition of the people.

Charismatic Authority

This authority is exercised because of the befighe personal qualities
of a particular person (the charisma of a persadime power of command
may be exercised by a leader when he possessasoedinary gifts or
personal attributes. Persons who obey such arleadecalled followers
or disciples, examples of such leaders are Obafemwidwo, Indira
Gandhi, Adolf Hitler, Kwame Nkrumah, Julius Nyerehelson Mandela
etc.

Legal Authority

This authority is legitimated by the supremacy ld taw, meaning that
the exercise of the law is accepted as legitimatabse all subscribe to
existing rules, regulations, laws and policies lo¢ tand. The laws
subscribed to are seen as constitutional and i \With the political
culture of the people.

o ITQ Political authority refers to

A. the electorate

B. the right to influence the attitude and conduct of
others

C. the power one exercise as a result of complete
ownership of the means of production and distrdyuti

D. the right to influence the election of the
representatives of the people

Feedback on ITQs answers

* The correct answer is B

» If you choose A, then you have stated that the@lates can also
be called political authority.

* If you chose C, then you are making reference tonewic
power and not political authority.

» If you choose D, then you are making reference lection

rigging.
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5.1.4 Legitimacy

In order to understand what is meant by legitimacg needs to look
different definitions of legitimacy and their differencesdetail. Useen
refers to state legitimacy as “the widespread pulbelief that the
society’s governing institutions and political amtiies are worthy ©
support, is commonly held to be a preconditior political stability in
advanced capitalist democracies”. Beetham in hiengit to define
legitimacy argues that “where power is acquired exercised accordir
to justifiable rules and with evidence of consemég call it rightful or
legitimate”. Anotler way to approach this problem of conceptualize
is to define what illegitimate means and therefe@son what legitima
means. Rotberg for example argues that an illegteénstate is a sta
with broken and corrupt state institutions. Thipraact does not seem to
be reasonable, because in reverse, this definitard imply that a stat
is legitimate only when its institutions are notrrept or broken. Thi
definition lacks a moral element. Weber argues lggitimacy arises ot
of the confidece of the ruled. This definition also lacks a suént
moral elemen

From the foregoing, legitimacy denotes the belethe rightness of
individual to make authoritative and binding demis. It is the belief il
the right to govern and to be goned. Legitimacy refers to an attitude
people’s mind (in some countries strong, in othesmsak) that the
government rule is rightful. Through it, powerarislated to authorit

When the government is perceived as dishonest iatyd geople feel les
obliged to obey laws which can lead to the erosibthe legitimacy o
the government of the day. Government is seengasnb@te when it i
rules and decisions are respected and obeyed.tTitigens’ approval o
its policies and programme, goverrnt in most cases follows pub
opinion.

Study Session Summat

In this Study session you learned power, influence, authority ar
@ legitimacy are central concepts in political aneysAlthough peopl

erroneously make use of them interchangeably, twnote differen
meaning. Generally speaking, power is the abilitget things done, |
make othes to do what we want, even if they do not wantdatdPowel
is relational and bilateral. Authority is a form pbwer derived fron
approved procedure of the political culture whictalgdes the politice
office holder to act in certain ways that will ect the behaviour (
others. You were told in the study session thatnvaerelationship i
devoid of sanctions, coercion and physical forberd is said to be
relationship of influence. In essence therefore, distinction betwee
power and influenc can only be made in terms of the form
relationship among persons. It is through legityawhich denote
rightness or acceptance; that power and influemacebe translated in
authority. Max Weber categorized types of autlyanto three, namel
Charismatic, leg-rational and traditional.

Summary
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Assessment

you have achieved its Learning Outcomes by ansgehase question

@ Now that you have completed this study session,capuassess how w
You can check the back of this manual for feedb&othese SAQs.

Assessment SAQ 5.1 (Tests learning outcome 5.

Attempt a short definition of power, authority deditimacy
SAQ 5.2 (Tests learning outcome 5.
What is the difference between power and influ?
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Study Session 6

Governmentand Its Roles

Introduction

As we discussed earlier in this course (Study 8askil.1), the State is
contemporary framework for the conduct of politi§ince the State is «
abstract entity, and it is through government gedple can actually fe
the impact of it, it becomes important for us to haveliscussion o
government. In this study session, you will be asqul to the bas
components of government, and the role of govermrasnan agenc
through which the State formulates and implemeai policies.

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta
= discussasiccomponents of government. (SAQ ¢
= highlightandexplainthe major roles of government as one of

, crucial concepts of politics and an agency of thtes (SAQ 6.2
Learning Outcomes

6.1 Basic Components of Governme

Government is that decision making and enforcigency in a state that
control a monopoly of legitimate use of force. TH&finition highlights
three crucial components of governm

6.1.1 Decision Making and Enforcemet

Government exists to make and enforce decisionl hAman societ

needs to make collective decision as to the ends (wants) of theaedy

and the best means of achieving them. Governmsdgheihighest and t

most formal level at which such decisions are tgkim implemented
The decision like what type of economy strategyusdl Nigeria takes to
wipe off armed robbery, to reduce poverty and elateé corruption

6.1.2 Source of Coercion in Social Affail

Government is the ultimate source of coercion icigoaffairs. If
collective decisions must be implemented or enfibtber¢ must be some
form of collective agency with a monopoly over thse of force. Thi
agency is the government. While the use of forcthe threat of the us
of force is not always advisable, it may be unaabld in instances whe
groups or individualresist or violate collective decisio

6.1.3 Legitimacy

Government conduct is normally seen as legitimaggitimacy refers t
an acceptance by the people that it is right foregoment to seek ar
receive the obedience of the citizens. In otherdaipothe government
popularly accepted and authorized tovern. Compare with othi

4
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institutions in the society, the conduct of goveemtal institutions is
usually seen as legitimate.

6.2 The Roles of Government

“Contract, collective action and a desire to maxani
social well being all generate possible roles for
government”.

- Michael Laverin Eric Rowe, Modern
Politics and Introduction to Behaviour and
Institution

The roles of government are hereby discussed.

6.2.1 Contract Enforcement

We must all deal or enter into contract with pepplewever only very
few deals can be contracted that does not invatiereement. These few
deals are those that depend on mutual trust ofveviadividuals in a
small or closely integrated community. In other dgrthe enforcement
of contract may not be necessary among individwals trust each other
or live in a small community, where members arestrangers to each
other and are expected to deal with each other fnom to time. In this
situation, deals may not need to be enforced. Meweamost deals or
contracts involve a collection of individuals whoeanot in continuous
interaction or do not share a sense of communitg, temptation to
double cross or be dishonest is therefore very.hidgh this context,
contracts need to be enforced and a role for thergment emerges.

6.2.2 Collective Action

When there is a need for a project that would beakf but no individual
is prepared to contribute towards it, there isabfam of collective action
which creates a role for the government. Basimelgs of problem of
collective action are:

* Almost all private actions have public consequergteer in the
form of social benefit or social cost.

* Some private actions may not produce private benefily but
also social cost, while other private actions, reayail private
cost but produce social benefits.

* Social cost and benefit produced by private acti@ve an
indiscriminate influence on society. In other wqrtle cost can
not be suffered by one and the benefit enjoyednmther. Any
attempt to exclude anyone from the cost or bemeflt almost
invariably exclude everyone.

 Except in very special circumstances, individualdl wot
voluntarily continue to incur private cost to preeéu social
benefit or forgo private benefit to reduce socastc

* The effect of all these is that social cost wihdego increase and
social benefits tend to decrease.

42 |
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Government can solve collective action problem hycoaraging
supporting, or even assuming responsibility forvae actions whic
produce social benefi

6.2.3 ‘ocial Well-Being or Welfare

In order to make the society a better one; it maynbcessary to he
some individuals or groups at the expense of othEas example, it ma
be necessary to help the poor at the expense ofi¢hein order tc
increase theverall social welfare. In the absence of governnaation
however, the distribution of resources from théa rie the poor may b
resisted by the rich. Indeed the privileged mendfehe society usuall
argued that social inequality is necessary fornomic efficiency ant
productivity, and that any attempt to redistributealth is bad because
suppresses competition and creativity. Redistrdouthat increases soc
welfare will tend therefore to depend on the usauwhoritative sanctio
or legiimate coercion by government.

It is significant that every government that isaésished is expecte
to perform some certain duties. The primary dutgamfernment a
you know is the maintenance of peace and orc

Study Session Summat

ey

Summary

This study session has revealed that governmesnt agency of the sta
makes and enforces decision. It has monopoly dfilegte use of force
It is the ultimate source of coercion and its caridg always seen
legitimate. According to Michael Lar, three major roles are genera
for the government to perform. These include, @mitrenforcemen
responsibility for collective action and the destre maximize socie
welfare.

Assignment

Assignment

TMAG.1 (tests Learning Outcome 6.1

What do you consider icomponents of the state?
SAQ 6.2 (tests Learning Outcome 6.

What is the end of the sta

Forward your response to your tutor at Ul Mobiless. Response shot
not be more than 200 wor
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Study Session 7

Types of Political System or Polit

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

Having discussed the roles of government in ourdasly session, it
imperative to identify and explain different typafspolitical system the
exist in the world today. David Easton definesitjpal system as th:
system of interactions in anwsociety through which binding
authoritative allocations are made and implementéds authoritative
allocation may be roughly translated as policy mgkiThis study sessic
will examine the three basic forms of polity or ifoal system in ou
contenporary world.

When you have studied this session, you shouldlgeta
= |dentifythreemajor political systems/polities existing in t
contemporary world.
= Explainthe major features/ characteristics of these pali
systems.

It is possible to classify political systems or ipes into three main
groups namel liberal democratic polity,socialist democratic polity
autocratic polity

7.1 Liberal Democratic Polities

These polities share the following important feas

i. Political Participation: Participation in politics is widespread &
open. In liberal democratic political system this a relatively
unrestricted opportunity to seek political officedompetition witt
others. Moreover, there is usually more than onktiqal party
competing for power.

ii. Limited Government Intervention: The political sphere i
relatively small. Governnmg intervention in social life is limite
In other words, limit exists as to what rulers nmdxy or what it
generally regarded as political. The governmensdux control o
even largely influence such institutions as the sma®dia, trad
union, religiaus associations and other pressure groups. It
words of Samuel Finer, the liberal democratic goweent operate
only at the margin of social activity.

iii.  Civil Rule: Rule is by civilian, a large number of who are dile
and periodically accountable toet adult population at large or t
substantial proportion of it.

iv. Respect for the Rule of Law:There is widespread agreement
respect for the procedure for competition or rudéshe political
game. Both the victor and the vanquished accepathiome future
date their positions may be revised without violection.
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V.

Vi.

Vil.

Presence of Autonomous Pressure GroupsPressure groups
enjoy considerable autonomy (independence) and ahte to
operate to influence governmental decisions. Assioeis, such as
trade union and the press are subject to closergmental control
and can exercise their tremendous influence orptiieies of the
government.

Civil Liberties: Civil liberties such as freedom of speech,
association and religious belief are recognized amtenched in
the system. The role of opposition groups is alscepted and
institutionally protected.

Institutional Autonomy: Finally, each of the traditional branches
of government possesses enough institutional aotgrto act as
check on the other. A system of check and balamcésts in
relation to operation of the structure of governmand there is
also a formal attempt at the separation of powers.

Liberal democratic polities are found all over theorld but are
particularly prominent in North America and WesteEurope. The
political systems of Britain, France, The Unite@t8s of America, and
Germany and so on are all examples of establisihedal democratic
polities.

7.2 Social Democratic Polities

Social democratic polities are more popularly knoas totalitarian
polities. They include China, Vietham, Cuba, NoKbrea, Former
Soviet Union, and most countries of Eastern Eurdie. major features
of socialist democratic polities include:

Adoption of Socialist Ideology: There is an elalterand officially
recognized socialist ideology, which everyone liyin the society
is expected to support at least passively.

Monopolization of Political Power: Political powir monopolized
by a single mass party, which is hierarchicallyamiged and led by
a dedicated group of party functionaries. Theypattypically
superior to or completely integrated with the stateesaucracy (the
machinery of government in the state). The pddy plays a very
active role in the selection, deployment and traniof
functionaries of government. Opposition to theggrparty is not
permitted and those who oppose are felt to do fgymarance.

Promotion of Social Rights: There is a great emighas social
rights than civil liberty. Citizens in socialiseghocratic polities
have the right to work, rest, leisure and maintepaat old age or
cases of sickness or disability. The promotiontle#se socio-
economic rights is regarded as the legitimate gbajovernment
activity. However, civil liberties like freedom dfpeech, of the
press or association are permitted only in so fartleey are
exercised in manner that does not threaten thdlistabf the
socialist system.

Limited Governmental Authority: The scope of govesnt
authority is not limited but it is total. The gomement exercises
substantial control over many areas of social fieticularly the
economy, which is centrally planned and controllédl. means of
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communication are also operated by the governmeRtivate
associations and groups subject to a greater degfrgmlitical
control than in liberal democracies. In other wotls political
arena under socialist democratic polities is veigew

v. Lack of Institutional Autonomy: There is no equemal of the
liberal principle of separation of powers underiglgt democratic
polities. In particular the judiciary is subsenti€not independent)
and enjoys no distinct autonomy of its own. Indéed regarded
as another instrument of the state by which therést of the ruling
party and its leaders may be expressed.

7.3 Autocratic Polities

This category of political system is very heteragmus and it seems to
contain that political system that cannot be inethdn the liberal
democratic or socialist democratic category. Taeeties of the regimes
that can be included in this category include tiaglitional or historical
oligarchies in many Arab countries, the militarygalchies in Africa,
Asia, and Latin America, the defunct racial supreistaregime in South
Africa and the defunct colonial oligarchies in mapgrt of the third
world. However, while autocratic polities diffen itheir level of
authoritarianism and modernization they share tedammon condition.
For instance they are all to be found outside Eeyrgmd are mostly
concentrated in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Ma$ those polities
are also relatively backward economically or in papita income when
compared with the socialist and liberal democratigntries. All of these
polities are either colonized or subjected to chelyplomatic and
economic penetration by the western power. Thenwjaracteristics of
autocratic polities include:

i. Absence of Coherent Ideology: There is an absehe@estrongly
articulated and coherent ideology. This is oneomé&jctor that
distinguished autocratic from socialist democratpplities.
Furthermore, government under autocratic systerikeuthose in
socialist democratic polities do not or perhapsnocarcontrol all
areas of public life.

ii. Weakly Institutionalized Political Authority: Pdilial authorities
are weakly institutionalized. In other words, fioll institutions
lack autonomy, complexity, adaptability and cohesen There is
no consensus as to who or what constitute theireggieé authority
in the society. Indeed a majority of the peopls litde attachment
to or even understands political institutions ia Hociety.

iii. Widespread Use of Violence: The use of violencidespread.
Might is right and political repression is not unmmon. The
political dominance prevalent in it is usually dege on the use of
force to enforce political obedience or controlilcignsion arising
from domestic social conflicts.

iv. Government Total Control: Civil liberties such asddom of
expression and association are weakly supportedfraagiently
violated by the government. The major means of conioation
are either owned by the government or placed undese
government control or supervision.
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v. Political Competition: There are important limitats in opet
political competiion. Elections are uncommon and are o
manipulated in the interest of the ruling oligaeshi There is not i
existence (in most cases) a wide public approvahefprocedur
of transforming power and a corresponding belief tho exercis
of power at of this procedure is legitimate. Changes
government are usually effected through violenceswolution.

Study Session Summar

/o7

Summary

In this study session, you learned political systems or polities cou
be categorized into three main groups namely, kib&emocratic
Socialist Democratic and Autocratic Polities. Irbelial democrati
polities participaon in politics is widespread and open, the poli
sphere is relatively small, rule is by civilian,spect for the rule ¢
political game and so on. Examples of these palitgystems includ
Britain, France, The United States of America, &a&fmany.In Social
democratic polities, there is an elaborate andciaffy recognizec
socialist ideology, political power is monopolized a single mass part
emphasis is on social rights as against civil tjgethe scope ¢
governmental authority is total d so on. These systems are foun:
countries like China, Vietnam, Cuba, North Korea] anost countries ¢
Eastern Europe. Autocratic polities are charaatdriwith absence of
strongly articulated and coherent ideology, weakhgtitutionalizec
political authorities, widespread use of violence andéichopen politica
competition among others. As you were told in thedg sessior
varieties of the regimes that can be included is thtegory include tr
traditional or historical oligarchies in maiArab countries, the militar
oligarchies in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, thdefunct racia
supremacist regime in South Africa and the defwabdbnial oligarchie:
in many part of the third worl

Assignment

Assignment

TMA 7.1 (tests Learning Outcome 7.1 and 7.2)

Which of the political systems promotes genuine anattic ideals an
why?

TMA 7.2 (tests Learning Outcome 7.1 and 7.2)
Write a short essay on: Contemporary Nigeria RalitBystern
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Study Session 8

Political Culture

Introduction

Although two political systems may look similar in most respt
culturally, a careful investigation will show thiiey are distinct. In othe
words, one of those things that distinguish ondtipal system from th
other is political culture. In this study sessigau will be exposed to the
meaning, elements and types of political cul

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

= demonstratepolitical culture.
= highlightthe elements of a political culture.

Learning Outcomes = explain different types of political culture

8.1 Meaning and Key Elements of Political Cultur

In generic terms, dture is the totality of the way of life of a peeg
Culture covers a people’s ideas about the worldiabostructure
education, economy, religion, politics, etc. Itemsf to "that comple
whole which includes knowledge, beliefs, art, merdaw, custm and
other capabilities and habits acquired by man member of society. P
differently, culture connotes the way a people haeen doing the
things from the past to the prese- their thinking, beliefs, value
relationship, etc. All these, pad from generation to generations, h
conditioned their life and have a unique styletfam

Thus, political culture is part of the larger cuuwof a society. It is
differentiated, part of generic culture, a -culture influenced by th
general cuture. It is important to inform you that each sogienparts its
norms and values (culture) to its people and theplgein turn haw
distinct notions about how the political systensigpposed to work ar
about what the government may do to them. Thalues, beliefs, and
symbols are the political culture of a particulacisty. Political cultur
focuses attention, however, on that part of a omltwhich bear
relevance to politics. You should be aware thatpbiitical culture of ¢
nation is usuallyaffected by its history, economy, religion and at
pattern. Political culture is just one aspect @& thtal way of life of ¢
given people.

There are varied conceptualizations of politicdtwe. Robert Dahl il
his own view considered political ture as a significant fact
explaining different patterns of political oppositi For Gabriel AlImon:
and Sydney Verba, a political culture is definer

Political orientations, attitudes towartc
the political system and its various pa
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and the attitudes towards the role of self
in the system

They refer to it as the subjective realm which ulides and gives
meaning to political activities. Lucian Pye defin@snation's political
culture as "the set of attitudes, beliefs and satis which give order
and meaning to a political process and which pewithe underlying
assumptions and rules that govern behaviour inpthiitical system. It
encompasses both the political ideals and the bpgnaorms of a polity.
Put differently by Sydney Verba, political cultutensists of the system
of empirical beliefs, expressive symbols and valudsch define the
situation in which political action takes place. iSequently, as the
attitude of the people affects their actions, sesdihe political culture of
a nation affects the conduct of the people anddhders in a political
system.

It is defined by the Encyclopedia of the SocialeBces as “the set of
attitudes, beliefs and sentiments, which give oraled meaning to a
political process and which provide the underlyasgumption and rules
that govern behaviour in the political system.” @re other hand,
political culture could be seen as encompassing bw political ideal

and the operating norms of a polity. Another schalees a nation’s
political culture as “the set of attitudes, beliafsl sentiments which give
order and meaning to a political process and whicbvides the

underlining assumptions and rules that govern thbabiour in the

political system. It is also defined as the “comigyoshared goals and
commonly accepted rules”. Similarly, Heywood speltical culture as

“pattern of orientations to political objects suah parties, government,
the constitution expressed in beliefs, symbols\aides.”

Almond and Powell identified three attitudes ofipcdl culture namely:

a. Cognitive Orientation towards the system, that is, the
recognition of the political objects and beliefs.

b. Affective Orientation: That is the feeling of attachment,
involvement or rejection of political objects angriols.

c. Evaluative Orientation: That is the application of judgements
and opinions of political objects and events.

A nation's political culture, hence, involves thelifical style, values,
norms, emotions, beliefs and symbolic attachmeat #re dominant
among a population.

Similarly, Dahl identified the salient elementstioé culture as:

i. Orientations of problem-solving; whether they aragmatic or
rationalistic.

ii. Orientation to collective action: whether they aomperative or
non-cooperative.

iii. Orientation to the political system: whether theg allegiant or
alienated and

iv. Orientations to other people: whether they are tfislisor
mistrustful.

By orientations we mean predispositions to politizetion, which are
mostly determined by such factors as traditionstohical memories,
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motives, emotions and symbols. The objects of ipalitorientations
include the general political system about whichmivers may, for
example, feel either patriotism or alienation; tthas large, small, strong,
weak, democratic, autocratic, constitutional etdsoA the component
parts of the political system — legislature, exeejt bureaucracy,
judiciary, the political leaders, such as monarcheesidents' party
leaders, public policies, etc.

It is pertinent to note that, there cannot be doumi political culture for

any nation, as there are many sub-cultures as trere/ariant groups
with different elements or orientations. Hencesariety’s political

culture is determined by the levels of the diffgrikinds of cognitive,
affective and evaluative orientations towards tbiipal system.

According to Almond and Powell the key elementsvbfit constitutes a
nation’s political culture include among other tgsn

i. The degree of social trusts or mistrust which pifewa society.

ii. The general attitude of tolerance and inter-persooaperation
permeating political relations among people.

iii. Attachment and loyalty of citizens to the nationalitical
system.

iv. People’s attitudes towards authority — degree ofblipu
recognition of what constitute the legitimate auityo

v. People’s sense of their right, powers and obligatio Do they
feel that they can influence and participate in thecision-
making processes or is there wide spread apathypalitical
alienation in the political system?

8.2 Types of Political Culture

Gabriel Almond and Sydney Verba from their pionegrstudy of cross-

national differences in political beliefs, symbasd values came up with
three types of political culture namely, parochsalpject and participant
cultures. In their booKThe Civic Culture Aimond and Verba based their
classifications upon whether members of societg tak active role in the

political process or whether they are inactive.

8.2.1 Parochial Culture

This type of political culture is characteristic sfnall and traditional
societies where there is no specialization of amyd kin societal
responsibilities. It is considered lower than tljsect political culture.
Actors here combine the functions of political, memic and religious
roles all at the same time. Hence, the orientadibauch individuals is
parochial; members of the political community teéade less politically
conscious; and individuals here seem far away fgmvernment. They
take no pride in their country’s political systendaexpect little of it. It is
important for you to know that the set of peoplarsig this culture have
no sense of political efficacy or competence aral f@werless in the
face of existing institutions. Here, political efficy means feeling that
one has at least a little political input and pcdit competence means
knowing how to accomplish something politicallysHould also add that
they have neither the desire nor the ability totipigate in politics.
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Politics, where parochial culture is pervasive permeated by ethnic
loyalty and primordial sentiments. In addition, réhés little expectation
on the part of the members of the political comryuiat significant
changes in their lives can be made through poliicparochial citizen
does not expect anything from the political systtmmakes no demand
on it. This was common in pre-colonial Nigerian isties. In Mexico,
parochial political culture manifests in the setis® many people do not
care much that they are citizens of a nation. Tlaglyer identify with the
immediate locality. Let me also tell you that itllvibe very difficult to
make attempt to grow democracy in a parochial ipealitculture without
new institutions and a new sense of citizenship.

8.2.2 Subject Culture

Here, there is a high level of political conscioess) but the citizens are
passive in the political process. Put differentihile the people are
aware of the political process, they play little ray role in it. This is
because they believe they do not matter in themselad things. This type
of political culture is described as being lowearththe participant
political culture. A subject orientation is essaltyi a passive one.
Citizens are often aware of the outputs of the guwent welfare
programmes, coercive measures or tax legislatiginthiey play no part in
the inputs. They do not participate and believy theeve no influence on
the government. In this kind of political cultutbe government expects
obedience from the people and. conformity to itseatives without
guestioning. Citizens that share this kind of jdit culture often follow
political news but are not proud of their countrgglitical system and
feel little emotional commitment towards it. Theiense of political
efficacy or competence is lower; some feel powsrl®tost of them often
participate in voting during election, but withoemithusiasm. Examples
abound in developing countries like Iran, Togo, &laad and Nigeria
under General Sani Abacha. Subject political caeltvas predominant in
West Germany and Italy at that time, in which pealll understand that
they are citizens and pay passive attention tatipaliYou should note
this fact that democracy has more difficulty sirkiroots in a culture
where people are used to thinking of themselvesheslient subjects
rather than as participants.

8.2.3 Participant Culture

This is a situation in which the people are notyopblitically very

conscious but they are also very active in the tingd the output
processes of governance. Put in another way,dheygonscious of their
role in the government and participate activelypaolitics as gladiators,
that is; politicians, kingmakers and decision makarvarious capacities.
This participant culture is characterized by azetiry which is aware of
both the inputs and outputs of government. Thearis believe in their
ability- to influence their government. They masifattitudes of personal
political competence. They are encouraged to atie actively, in. the
decision-making process. In Britain and United &tavhere participant
political culture is predominant, people understémat they are citizens
and pay attention to politics. They take prideheit country’s political

system and are willing to discuss it. Citizens ttzdre this culture often
believe they can influence politics and claim tiauld organize a group
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to protest something unfair and unjust. As you reggect, they show
high degree of political ficacy and competence. It is important to
your attention to the fact that a participant paodit culture provides
good environment for a democracy to thrive or fisiur

Itshould be pointed out that no political systets fiierfectly
into any of these three types. Rather, each isaniade up ¢
different proportions of parochial, subject and peipant
attitudes. The relative prevalence of each typerdgnes the
kind of political culture which exists in a nation orcety. In
Nigeria, for instance, there is no predominant pcéil culture
the various ethnic groups such as the Hausa, Y oamablgho
inherently constitute different political swodtural groups.
Theyall exhibit cohesive political cultures of their owhich
are very different from- each other and which rtesitegration
into a Nigerian whole.

In another study, Professor S.E. Finer identifindtiher set of typologie
namely: mature, developedw and minimal political cultures. These i
reflected in advanced, developed, developing andenmdevelope:
countries respectively. Britain, United States, &#fn and Australia a
good examples of matured culture. Germany, Japah famer USSF
are exarples of developed culture, while low culture isnegented b
Egypt, Syria. Turkey, Iran, Sudan, South Korea amdimal culture
existed in Mexico, Argentina, Congo and many WegtcAn countries
where they had witnessed military cou

Let me point ot to you that the political cultures of most of #dvance(
democracies have recently grown more cynical, ast@rvturnout ha
declined. This is partly due to the perception ofme citizens abot
politicians and government. They see politicians @asgript and
government institutions as ineffective. It is alsgportant to point oL
that political culture affects politics as it prdes the connecting lir
between micr-politics and macrgolitics. It constitutes a structure
orientations, values and rms which help to ensure coherence in
operation of institutions and organizatic

Study Session Summat
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Summary

In this study session the different meanings oftipal culture are givel
and the key elements identified. You can attempdedine political
culture in view of the definitions given in thisudly session. Thre
attitudes of political culture as ideried by Almond and Verba includ
Cognitive, Affective and Evaluative orientationshrdugh their stud
they categorized types of political culture intoethh These are parochi
participant and subject political culture. The s#t people sharin
parochal culture have no sense of political efficacy ompetence an
feel powerless in the face of existing institutioblmder subject politice
culture there is a high level of political cons@aess, but the citizens ¢
passive in the political proces<articipant political culture is a situatis
in which the people are not only politically vergnscious but they a
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also very active in the input and the output prees®f governance.

Assignment

TMA 8.1 (tests Learning Outcome 8.1 and 8.2)
50 years of Nigeria’s independence: does politature matter?

TMAS8.2 (tests Learning Outcome 8.3)
Assignment Explain the three types of political culture foumgAlmond and Verba.

Submit your response to your tutor on POS111 copage at Ul Mobile
Class.
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Study Session 9

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

Political Socialisatior

In our previous study session, we discussed political cult— its
meaning, elements and types. We established tleatsthbility of &
political system is underlined by the relative ssx orfailure of the
assimilation of new attitudes into the existing uealstructure. Thi
change is made possible through political sociabra In short, politica
socialization serves as a means of effectivelystratting the politica
culture of a natiorfrom generation to generation. In this study ses:
the meaning, agents and analytical framework oitipal socializatior
will be discusse:

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

= Definethe term ‘political socialization’.
= |dentifythe agencies of political socialisati

= useanalytical framework to distinguish patterns ofifcahl
socialisation

9.1 The Meaning of Political Socialisatio

The political behaviour of an individual often résufrom the
socialisation process: an individual's learning nfroothers in hi
environment the social patterns and values of hlitie. Most attempt
to define socialisation have generally agreed ithata process in whic
individuals incorporate into their own attitudirstfructure and behavio
patterns; the ways of their reective social groups and society. The t
socialisation refers to the process of growing nfo ia human being,
process which necessitates the contact with otheplp. It describes tt
way by which as we grow up in our society, we & 1o absorb e
ideas, the beliefs, tastes, aversions and standérti® groups in whic
we find ourselves. To put it simply, if culture tise way of life of &
people, socialization is the process of accultaratit is referred t one’s
introduction into a politicl culture, and perhaps one’s capacity to che
it. Hence, political socialization can simply befided as the proce:
whereby political culture is transmitted from geatéon to anothe

Several authors have attempted to define polisoalalisation, ut there
is no general consensus on its definitions. Ta stih, in the broade:
sense political socialisation refers to the wayiedgdransmits its politice
culture from generation to other generation. laigprocess, meditat:
through various agwcies of society, by which an individual lea
politically relevant attitudinal dispositions andhaviour patterns. The
include attitude and behaviour related to polltiegitimacy, electore
behaviour, interest articulation, decis-making, which d&ects the
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authoritative allocation of values in the systemelings of personal
competence to influence decisions affecting thecalion of values, and
attitudes toward authority. According to Robert ey "political

socialization is the acquisition by an individuaf dehavioural,
dispositions relevant to political groups, politicystems and political
processes”.

Political socialisation may serve to preserve, dnaih and inculcate
traditional political norms values and institutioasross time. It helps to
maintain continuity and stability and helps to @essome degree of
discipline among members of a political communitiPolitical
socialisation is also a means of role-training asdvell as a vehicle for
social and political change. Political change refer a fundamental or
far-reaching change in the distribution or exeraeauthority in the
polity or political system.

9.2 Agents of Political Socialisation

By agents, we mean the means (bodies, groupduiinstis, etc) by which
one acquires the culture, norms, and values oflitigab system. They
include:

9.2.1 Family

The family is a very powerful agent of politicalcsalization because an
individual's formative years are spent here andtwkedearns there may
have a permanent impact on him. Development ofudti towards
authority, obedience, cooperation, protest, efeasnt or acquired here.
Parents, siblings are influenced at this level. ¥biould note that our
first political and politically-relevant learningcours within the family.
Most of this learning is informal, unintentionaldanften subconscious.
Families initially provide everything necessary &child to survive and
grow such as food, shelter, affection and socitraction. Because of
this, families influence basic personality develeminand have great
influence on acquisition of non-political but paldlly relevant values.
Children's basic personality orientation such asacdy for trust and
cooperation is often developed within the familyveR politically
relevant ideas and values, such as proper condudrientation to
authority, rules, and obedience is developed witténfamily.

9.2.2 Schools

While the family is an informal agent of politicadocialization,

educational institutions are formal agents. Thiststfrom the nursery, to
primary to secondary schools and to university llev8chools tend to
inculcate and foster certain attitudes, valuesentations; respect for
authority, rights and duties to the state, etclasent and internalized.
The school accomplishes political socializationotlgh its curriculum,

classroom routines and values and attitudes unmrsdg transmitted by
the teachers and schoolmates. The school's sdicradte, political and

non-political organizations and extracurricularindties also serve to
instill  political values, such as participation, ngoetitiveness,
achievement, and observing the rules of the gaine.s€hool contributes
significantly in shaping an individual's politicAehaviour. It is in the
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school that the most formal political socializatiakes place because one
is directly taught and trained to obey the rulegh& society. Through
well defined methods, the school formally inculsapelitical beliefs into
the individual. This is done by teaching subjedikg civics and
government to educate students about the' poliigalem. Individuals
are taught how to be good citizens and obey comstit authority.
Patriotism is also emphasized.

9.2.3 Peer Group

Peer group means friends, colleagues and associ&esm them, we
learn certain attributes including political attes and orientations.
Hence, friends, schoolmates, age-mates, etc., shapworld view and
attitude towards the political system.

9.2.4 Political Parties

These tend to encourage their supporters and mentbebe more
politically conscious and thus, active. Politipalrties also play the role
of political enlightenment and mobilization. As fi@s integrate groups
into society, they also teach members how to gheypolitical game. In
addition, political parties introduce citizens tandidates or elected
officials and show members how to speak in pulblicGonduct meetings
and campaigns, and to compromise. These they degpen the political
competence of their members and building among thegitimacy for
the system as a whole. You should also be awate#ines are also the
training grounds for leaders.

9.2.5 Mass Media

These include newspapers, magazines, radio angisiele stations.
They are important instruments and agents of palitisocialization.
They help in informing and enlightening the socieGonsequently, they
shape the opinions, values and attitudes of peoglee political system.

9.2.6 Pressure Groups

These are interest groups. Put differently, theyy @ganisations with
individuals that share similar views and/or opirionAs they shape the
political attitude of their members, their actiggi also help mould the
political culture of the society. They are instrurteof conscientisation,
mobilization and enlightenment. They include thieQN NBA, ASUU,
NANS, etc.

As an analytical or conceptual category, agenaieble us to distinguish
between primary and secondary institutions of alitsocialisation. The

primary agency is the family, while secondary agemaefer to such

extra- familial institutions of socialisation suas the school, mass
media, pressure groups, and so on as mentioneerearl

9.3 Process, Time-Span & Change as Analytical Categes of
Patterns of Political Socialisation

Patterns of political socialisation can be distisged further by using
process, time—span and change as analytical catsgor
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The process of political socialisation can be eittaent or manifes
Political socialisation is manifest whet is explicitly and consciousl
undertaken by such secondary agencies as the schoats media «
political parties. It is latent when it is largalyformal, unintentional o
unconsciously and takes place through the fa

With regard to time span, 'y mean the specific period or phase at wi
political socialisation takes place in an indivilsalife history. In
essence therefore, the time span of political §eatson may involve al
individual's childhood or formative years, or hiduithood or mtured
years. Political socialisation that occurs at tbemfative years of a
individual tends to occur through the family andsitiatent in terms ¢
process. On the other hand, political socialisatiough the seconda
agencies tends do occur dur an individual's relatively mature yee
and tends to be manife

The last analytical category is change, which seksexplain the
structural consequences of political socialisationthe political systen
The political change may be systemic or -systemic. It is systemic

the process of political socialisation producessadamental change

the distribution or exercise of authority in thdifical system as earlie
alluded in this study session. It is Isystemic when the process
political <ocialisation produces relatively insignificant arciementa
changes in the patterns of political participato association which ¢
not alter to distort the existing distribution afwer and authority in th
political system. It is indeed significt for me to point out that politici
socialisation is essentially a stabilizing procasd hardly results into ar
systemic change. It is only under conditions ofidapodernization o
societal crisis that the process of political sh&déion become
destabilizing or produces systemic cha

Study Session Summat
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Summary

In this study session, we have exposed you taconcept of political
socialisation. Political socialisation is essetfiatoncerned with th

process of transmitting a society’s political cudttio successive membe

of that society. As discussed, political social@maimay serve to presen

transmi and inculcate traditional political norms valueg anstitutions

across time as well as helps to maintain continaiitgt stability. Also wi

have attempted to distinguish the various formgpatterns of politica

socialisation through the use of analal categorie- Agencies (primary
or secondary), Process (latent or manifest), -span (Formative yea

or mature years, and Change (systemic or— systemic
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Assignment

TMA 9.1 (tests Learning Outcome 9.1)
Differentiate between political culture and poBticocialisation.
TMA 9.2 (tests Learning Outcome 9.2)

Assignment Mention five agents of political socialization adiscuss their role in
influencing individual’s future political participian.

TMA 9.3 (tests Learning Outcome 9.3)

A. Discuss the process of political socialisation inigé¥ia’s
contemporary political system.

B. Distinguish between the forms or patterns of pmditisocialisation
using, agencies, process, time-span and changeoraptual or
analytical categories.

Submit your response to your tutor on POS111 copage at Ul Mobile
Class.
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Study Session 1

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

Political Participation

In our last study session we discussed the meawingolitical
socialisation and distinguish between its varicusnk or patternusing
agencies, process, ti-span and change as conceptual or analy
categories. In the present study session you vélleBposed to tk
definition and forms of political participation. &Hirst part of this stud
session shall be devoted to the ceptualization of the term ‘politici
participation’, while the second part shall focustbe major forms an
levels of political participatiol

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

= definepolitical participation in your own worc
= discusdevels of political participation.

= identify forms of political participation.

10.1 The Meaning of Political Participatior

Political participation is one of those conceptdhia social sciences tr
have been defined in several ways and given differeanings. Nie ar
Verba have defined political participation consisting of those lev
activities by private citizens which are more ossledirectly aimed ¢
influencing the selection of government personmel/ar the action the
take. It involves those voluntary activities byiaglhmembers of socier
share in te selection of rulers and directly or indirectlytire formatior
and implementation of public policy. Simply put,i$ involvement o
private citizens in political activities and effe@ political socializatior
affects in positive terms the future ftical participatior

By implication, political participation involves dm the variou:
interpretations given to it the followir

1. Itis concerned with influencing the compositiordaronduct, o
personnel and policies, of government.

2. It is not limited to wting at elections but includes many ot
ways in which citizens try to influence governmdatisions

3. Since political participation is often defined taciude the
activities of private citizens only, government guatty officials
are described as olgfs not source of political participatit

4. lllegal and often violent forms of participationcsuas riots an
assassinations are treated as abnormal as only flagas of
participation are recognized.

5. Participation is often regarded as a desirableositive process.
It has been seen as civic duty, as a sign of palitiealth, as th
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best method of ensuring that one’s private intsrese not
neglected and as requisite in a democracy.

6. Finally, political participation is a concrete attly of behaviour,
and not simply a psychological orientation or di&pon.

10.2 Forms and Levels of Political Participation

You should be aware that political participatiom ¢ake a wide variety of
forms and can occur at various levels. Also, gegttinwvolved in politics
entails costs in time, energy and resources. Byidgamon, the amount of
resources that individuals are able and willingsézrifice is likely to
determine the form or level of their participatidmester Malbraith in his
book ‘Political Participatiori published in1965 has made a very useful
classification of levels of political participatiode distinguishes between
political participation at the Spectator-level, fhnsition level and the
Gladiatorial level. Our discussion will mainly b& ¢he corresponding
activities of each of these levels of participatamd as well include the
cost in terms of time, energy, material resouroeslved; percentage of
the participants at each level and the benefitiveldr

10.2.1 Spectator-Level of Participation

These are the activities in which people involventselves at the
spectator level of participation:

(a) Voting at election;

(b) Initiating a public discussion;

(c) attempting to influence another into votingaisertain way; and
(d) wearing a political party badge or displayiregty stickers.

It is quite obvious that the activities listed aboantail relatively little
costs in time, energy and resources. Market wormisans and students
of higher learning form the bulk of participantsthis level in Nigeria,
for instance. Consequently, many people are tabfgarticipate at this
level than at either of the other two levels. ltingportant to note that
some citizens do not participate in politics evetha level of spectator.
These are the apathetics who do not want to invdhamselves in
politics at all, and are almost totally unconsciafghe political world
around them.

10.2.1 Transitional-Level of participation
Activities at the transitional level include:

(a) Attending a political meeting or rally, (b) nia§ some monetary
contribution to a campaign or political course &odcontacting a public
official or political leader. Activities at thieVel require more costs in
time and financial resources than those at the tasfmeclevel. For

example, only 7 and 9% of United States citizentigpate at this level.

Activities at this level are referred to as traiosil because of the
general tendency for participants at the level egitlho descend to
spectator level or ascend to gladiatorial actisitie
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The Gladiatorial-Level of participation
With regard to gladiatorial level of participatioactivities involvec
include the followings

(a) Holding a public or party office;

(b) being a candidate for office;

(c) soliciting or appealing for party funds;

(d) attending a caucus or strategy meeting; and

(e) contributing time or other resources in a camp.

At this level activities are not only the most empiwe, but also the mo
effective form of political pdicipation. Not surprisingly, only about -
3% of the population is usually able to participatepolitics at the
gladiatorial level. On this, a study conductedNdg and Verba in 197
revealed six forms of participation that are chimastics of sixdifferent
kinds of citizens. According to this study, the siifferent kinds o
citizens in a given country a

a. The inactives

The voting specialists
The campaigners

The communalists
The parochialists

The complete activists

~® a0

Different factors influence e levels and forms of political participati
and these factors vary across political system.e@dly, these factol
can be categorized as economic, social, politiedl@sychological

Study Session Summat
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Summary

In this study session we have been able to defitiggal participation. It
iIs agreed by most political scientists with behavab orientation the
political participation involves those activities which ar®rm or les:
directly aimed at influencing the selection of raland the formulation ¢
public policy. While political participation is ndimited to voting during
election, illegal and often violentrms of participation like assassinati
and riots are considered as abnormal ways of jgation. You were tol
that not all people get themselves involved intdj or participate to tr
same degree. This is due to the fact that participainvolves
considerable costs in terms of time, energy anduress, and it is not ¢
people are willing or able to make the necessacyifga@s. Malbraith
therefore classified participants into three degfar levels. These a
Participants at the spectatovel, transitional level and gladiatorial lev
The conclusion here is that with the costs of pigudition in political
activities increasing, the number of participanegcrdasing at eac
successive leve
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Assignment

TMA 10.1 (tests Learning Outcome 10.1 and 10.2)

Write a short essay on any of the following topics:

A. Overview of Political Participation in African Sest 2005 to
date.

B. Political Participation in Nigeria: Decreasing acteasing?
TMA 10.2 (tests Learning Outcome 10.3)

Assignment

Discuss five major characteristics of political trzpation.

Submit your response to your tutor on POS111 copage at Ul Mobile
Class.
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Study Session 1

The Institutions of Politics: State Instrumentalities

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

Although, the study of politics is not all aboustitutions, institutions ar
critical in the understanding of modern governmemtd politics. In thi
study session, state apparatuses or instrumessgaliil be discusse!

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

= define state apparatuses. (SAQ 11.1)
= explainthe functions of each apparatus of the State. (3AQ

11.1 State Instrumentalitie:

You were told in one of our previous study sess{@tady session 1.1.
that the state is not a thing; it is an abstratityerMore importantly, we
are about to dcuss in this study session the concrete instrumbrasigh
which the state expresses itself in the real wdrtee instruments throug
which the state "does its thing" in the politicgstem is referred to ¢
state apparatuses. The institutions of ttate collectively wield stat
power and it is through their individual operatighat individual citizen:
and groups in the society experience the statestaite power. Thes
instrumentalities give body, reality or concretene® the legs
abstraction tat is popularly known as the State. Thus, whes $aid tha
the State provided health facilities, formulatedefgn policies an
increased taxes, it is through these instrumeigslihat it does whatev
it does. We prefer to use the term ‘instrurality’ or ‘institution’ here
because this seems to capture the level of comestahat we shall fir
desirable in this discussion. Nevertheless, otheholars like
RaphMiliband preferred such other terms as "elemeft the stat
system" and Louis Allusser called it “state apparatu

The political organization we call the State hasvetigped som
institutions for governing its society. These ingtons consist largely ¢
the following: the government, the constitutiorg ttentral administrativ
agency and parastatals, the military and military institutions, the
judiciary, sul-central administrative agencies, and the represes
assemblies. State power inheres in the simultanemitsol and operatic
of these institutions, and it is throt them that the citizen experienc
the reality of state power. In short, the Stateaapius contains tf
Government, the Administration, the Army, the Palithe Courts, th
Prisons, et

Let us attempt to give brief explanation on somé¢hefinstrumeralities.
The first on the list is government. Our next stugBssions will b
devoted to the discussion of constitution and jalitparties as othe
institutions of politics
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11.1.1 Government

This is an agent of the state, it is not the sthtefact it is the most
important agent of the state. It can be definedha&s machinery for
deciding and implementing the will or the end o iate. It is often seen
as a set of activities, as a set of persons and sat of institutions.
Government acts and speaks on behalf of the statkis formally vested
with state power. It takes responsibility for wheteis done in the name
of the state. It has also been observed that argoent is a group of
people who have the ultimate authority to represet act on behalf of
the state. It is important for you to note thatikmits principal, the state,
which is permanent, the government comes and gées -a temporary
entity. Government is made of three branches angl itdeed the sum
total of the legislative, executive and judicialdiEs in all political
systems. It is best represented by the politicacetive, namely, the
corps of elite personnel who man the high instigi of the state. This
will include presidents, prime ministers, vice pdests, governors of the
states, ministers or members of the federal exexwauncil, leadership
of the legislatures, heads of the numerous paedstaand the judiciary.

11.1.2 Central Administrative Institutions.

They are administrative systems, especially inx@gument at the centre
or at the national level, which divides work intpesific categories

carried out by special departments of non-electfficials. These

agencies assist to carry the laws into effect,ithdb execute or carry out
the laws with the assistance of a police force,ilggany force and the

civil service. In Nigeria, for instance, the cehtradministrative

bureaucracy includes the federal ministries andir thessociated

parastatals. This is the administrative backbongoekrnance. It assists
in the formulation and, primarily, implementation execution of the

policies of the government of the day. It is impoittto point out that the
influence of the central administrative institutignes beyond just the
formulation and implementation of policies. Thetitution plays the

advisory role to the political executive and, thgbuits control of

information which informs much of the decisionsgofvernment; it plays

an important role in determining policy. It is théare not just an

administrative tool for execution. Let me tell yiliat in most countries of
the world, bureaucrats and public servants workiilg these

administrative institutions wield tremendous polii power.

11.1.3 Security Services

These are also part of the apparatuses of the Stadg are often referred
to as thecoercive institutions of the StafEhe security services function
as agents for the management of violence on belfidlie State. They
consist of, for instance, in Nigeria the militarpdapolice forces, and
various para-military institutions such as the &t&ecurity Service
(SSS), the Directorate of Military Intelligence (DMthe Customs and
Immigration Services, the National Drug Law Enforemt Agency

(NDLEA), the Economic and Financial Crimes ComnugsiEFCC),

Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC) &tain, like the

central administrative institution, these coerciagencies owe their
allegiance to the government of the day. Theseagererve the state by
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serving the government of the day. The Marxiststbalm the "repressive
apparatus" of the state, while liberal theoristerréo them as an agency
for the "management of violence" or "security seggl'. Though loyal to
the government of the day, they are supposed twbeoolitical; but it is
their increasing interest in politics that has mtEse agencies especially
the military dangerous to constitutional governaimtesome political
systems, especially in the so-called developingesies.

11.1.4 The Judiciary

This is another apparatus of the state. It is afitition meant for the
administration of justice. It consists mainly ofetHaw courts, is

responsible for interpreting and enforcing the 18uffice to say that the
judicial power is the power to interpret and apiblg law to disputes and
conflicts that arise between the state and thevidhaal and disputes and
conflicts that arise between individuals. Unlike ttentral administrative
institutions and the security services which owgalty to the political

executive, the judiciary is constitutionally empoed to operate
independently of the political executive or the ggmment of the day. It
is for this reason that people demand for the iaddpnce of the
judiciary, especially in democratic governments.e Tjadiciary is the

apparatus of the state which helps to defend tlizeni against the
operations; | mean the excesses of the governnmaptilitical executive.

It is also common to hear people referring to thdgiary as the last hope
of the common man. Let me inform you that how muatha hope it

affords the common man would depend on how muckpeddence it
enjoys from the government.

11.1.5 Sub-central Administrative Agencies.

Down the hierarchy of government at the nationafesteral level are
other sets or tiers of administrative units thasitaly perform the
function of policy formulation and implementatio the Nigerian
context, these will consist of the state governmamhistries and
parastatals, and local government institutions. s€heare agencies
operating at the sub —national levels of governm&he character of
these institutions may well depend on whether ffstesn in which they
function is a federal or unitary one. In most umitatates, they exist in
the form of simple local administrative units regpible for
implementing national policies at the local leveidg controlled by
appointed or selected officials. In federal systethere is that tendency
for them to enjoy considerable political autonontyis significant to
point out that in federal systems the sub-centdahinistrative agencies
operate not only as instruments representing thienz government at
the local level, they also represent the intereftshe people at the
grassroots or local level at the centre.

11.1.6 Legislature

Another important instrumentality of governmenths legislature, which
is also known asthe Representative Assembly Representative
assemblies are responsible for law-making and feerseeing the
operations of the government. They perform criticés in a democracy.
These roles include and not limited to oversigaty/policymaking and
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representational role. In Neria, they consist of the National Asseml
the State Houses of Assembly and the Local Govanhi@euncils. The
members are elected and, in discharging their itatishal functions, ar
supposed to represent the interests of their d¢oesties. Thi
relationship between the legislature and the exeeutsv one of botl
cooperation and conflict. It usually takes the farhtooperation mainl
when the political patty that controls the exeocetis the dominant par
in the legislature. A situation of cdict defines the relationship when t
ruling patty is not the dominant party in the givessembly. Th
relationship between the executive and the legisdat often affected k
the character of the regime. In parliamentary sgstein which the
legisleture is fused with the executive, the control whibk executive
has over the legislature predisposes the latteenmbo cooperation the
conflict. In fact parliamentary systems are promgrtomoting executiv
dominance of the legislature, except inlti-party systems when pai
fragmentation in the legislature tends to destadithe executive branc
It is well known that through cabinet control ofethegislature
parliamentary system of government guarantees &xecsupremacy. i
presidential sstems, the emphasis on separation of powers tem
promote independence of the legislature, as wetélads to increase tl
probability of conflict between the legislature athe executives. Thu
presidential systems operate to encourage legislsupremacy.

Get a copy of any Nigerian Constitution and idgntifose institutions ¢
the State provided for in the constituti

Activity
Allow 20 minues

Study Session Summat

In this Study sessit highlight and discuss State instrumentalities
@ apparatuses, which are the instruments throughhathie state "does i
thing" in the political system. These instruntalities consist largely ¢
the following: the government, the central admnaite agency an

parastatals, the military and pmilitary institutions, the judiciary, s~
central administrative agencies, and the repreiem@ssemblie

Summary
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Assessment

Q)

Assessment

SAQ 11.1(tests Learning Outcome 11.1)
What do you consider as State instrumentali
SAQ 11.2 (tests Learning Outcome 11.
Discuss any two state instrumentalities you ki
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Study Session 1

The Institutions for Political Interactions: Politi cal
Party and Pressure Group:

Introduction

In the last study session, we highlighted and dised some of the maj
instrumentalities of the State. | want you to kninat the understandir
of the operation and functions of these formaliinbns of the Sate is
not complete without adequate knowledge of thereatd the informa
institutions of politics. The operations of thetéataffect the functionin
of the former. In this study session, we shall makempt to defin
political parties and pressugroups as institutions of political interactic
Also the major features, types and functions o$¢hstitutions shall k
outlined in the study sessi

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

= definepolitical parties and pressure groups as institistior
political interactions.

= explainthe major features of politicplarty and pressure grou

= Outlinefunctions of these institutions as instrumentspialitical
interactions.

Learning Outcomes = differentiatebetween political party and pressure gro

12.1 Political Parties

Many scholars have attempted to define politicatigs as intitutions of
political interaction. Not unlike other conceptspalitical science, ther
is no consensus on the meaning of political par@Ganerally speaking,
political party is an organised group of -minded persons seeking
take control of goernment through constitutional means. Let us cam
some of the definitions given by scholar:

Definitions

According to Edmund Burke, a political party is@dly of men united fc
promoting by their joint endeavour the nationalemest, upon sorr
particular principle in which they are all agree@iékeni Tamuno sees it
as “an organist group that either strives for-government or conte
election on a competitive basis in order to infeceerand control th
personnel and policy of government”.chard Rose conceives politic
party as “an organization (of voluntary membershijth ease o
entry/acceptance and exit/withdrawal) concernedh Wie expression (
popular preferences and contesting control of gméity making offices
of government’

12.1.1 Features of a Political Part

Political parties have the following characteris:
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Vi,

Adoption of a Manifesto: Political parties usuallyave a
manifesto, which is a document listing their intens,
aspirations and objectives.

Existence of manifest and permanent organizatidgheahational
and local levels. They usually organize membershipeach all
nooks and crannies of the country by establishihgirt
secretariats at the national and sub nationaldevel

Self-conscious determination to capture power and power of
decision-making alone or in coalition: The main embjves of
political parties are to contest elections, win afam
government through constitutional means.

Capacity to strive for political education to dipbpular support:
Political parties usually attempt to show that theg loyal to the
electorate, and would serve their interest if voiet power.
Thus, they seek for the support of the electotateugh political
enlightenment.

Alignment to a political ideology; political par§eusually tend to
align with a major socio-economic cum political ettegy, such
as socialism, capitalism, liberalism, conservatigrhich guides
their members’ actions, especially when they coorgotver.
Political symbols for identification: for easy id#itation by
their supporters, political parties usually havertyalogos,
badges, signs and anthems as political symbols.

12.1.2 Functions of a Political Party

Political parties perform the following functions:

Representation— ability to articulate the views of the electerat
and capture it in campaign platforms. Political tigar help to
bring together and represent differing interesis apinions of a
large number of people.

Elite Formation and Recruitment: It is through the parties that
leaders are selected by the people through eledarties also
provide training ground for politicians by equipgithem with
skills, knowledge and experience.

Goal Formation: Party platforms are used to set collective goal
that captures the interest of the various groups rieke up the
electorate.

Interest Articulation and Aggregation: Parties provides
platform for the various groups in society to ewsretheir
interest, as well as aggregate (combine) the varioterests of
groups within society.

Socialization and Mobilization: In their bid to elicit popular
support, parties engage in political education sowalization of
the people as issues they bring up sets politpahda that make
profound impression on the citizen, thus shapirgrtpolitical

culture. They help to disseminate information orvegament
policies to the people, especially when they arepower.

Through effective mobilization, political partieelp to arouse
the interest of the electorate towards participatio political

activities such as elections.
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vi. Organization of Government: Parties makes it easy to
constitute a government, they give government liiabiosters
cooperation among the arms of government and betpeate an
environment of competition for political positions.

vii. Forum for National Unity and Integration: Political parties
serve as a forum for national unity and integratognbringing
together people from different cultural, ethnicligieus and
professional groups.

viii. Policy Formulation: It is important for you to note that the
manifestoes of political parties serve as a reamlyrce from
which government policies can be formulated.

ix. Checking Government ExcessedMiembers of political parties
outside the government usually serve as the opposind often
act as checks of government excesses.

It is important to point out that there are differdypes of political
parties. They include Mass parties, Elite parti®sisonality parties and
Religious parties among others. The mass parties tlanse whose
membership is drawn from all segments of sociatlyekample, People’s
Party, Labour Party etc. An elite party is alseredd to as cadre party,
often comprises only the wealthy, well educatedfgssional and the
influential. A party is described as personalitytpaf the guiding spirit
and leadership are motivated by a charismatic mmamoman. Religious
parties are mainly formed by members of a partiadigion.

12.2 Party System

This is a network of relationship through which tges interact and
influence the political process. Also, party systéemotes the pattern of
political parties in a particular country. This meary according to the
number of political parties in the country. Genralpeaking, there are
three types of party system, namely, one partyesystwo-party system
and multi or multiple party systems. Each cated@ay its advantages and
disadvantages. Let us examine these party systeenafter the other.

12.2.1 One Party System

This is where only a single party is allowed toséxn a country often

through legislation. Advocates of single party emu that it promotes
unity by bringing together all the varying tendesxcunder one umbrella
for mutual understanding. Therefore, in single yaystem, multiple

candidates contest election in constituencies.|Siparty system is cheap
and inexpensive to operate. However, a single mrsyem can lead to
regimentation of opinion. It is a system that pd®d no choice of
alternative political platform. Most times, singbarty system leads to
totalitarian regime or dictatorship.

12.2.2 Two Party System

These are found in political systems (countriesemghtwo main or
dominant parties exist i.e. USA, Britain (beforenydlair was elected as
the prime-minister), and Nigeria (under the Thieghublic). Though two
main political parties exist, other political pasi are not denied
participation in the political process. Howeverpdh parties remain
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insignificant to make any meaningful impact in gh@itical landscape of
those countries (i.e. Britain — Liberal and Sostaparties). In two party
system, independent candidates are allowed tocjmaté after they
satisfied a stipulated criteria set by the eled¢tta. Two party system
help to bring about stability in the polity by sititg and bringing about
vibrant opposition and alternative to the rulingtpaHowever, two party
system can make politics a bipolar affair (rulingpposition) which can
become dangerous at times. It can as well degenieta a destructive
opposition politics when the opposition group stays of power over a
long period of time.

12.2.3 Multi-Party System

Multi- party system exist in political systems whemore than two
political parties are allowed to exist i.e. Frantgdia, Nigeria, South
Africa, Ethiopia etc., It caters for plurality ohterest more so in a
heterogeneous polity. It encourages diversity dfiop and constructive
opposition. It allows for freedom of associationl &elf expression. Multi
party system gives greater opportunity for thetelate to identify with a
political party that reflects their views accurgteNevertheless, it is
prone to instability and ineffective (it is veryffittult for one party to
win). It makes parliamentary work to drag becausdifficulty to reach
compromise, thus it can weaken a government. Agaimultiple party
system weakens the fused executive of the parlitanersystem and
increases the chances of governmental instabifitthe parliamentary
regime.

12.3 Pressure Groups

These are groups of organized sections of the caontynpromoting their

own (parochial) interest by regularly putting ptees on the authorities
(government) or public opinion. This is usuallyttwithe objective of

securing favourable changes and preventing dettahepolicies or

decisions of government.

Pressure groups are association of individualsednity a common
interest, belief, activity, purpose that seek tdiiewe its objectives,
further its interest and enhance its status. Bxtgteof pressure group is
based on the gradual enthronement of individuabsm atmosphere of
freedom. This environment of freedom enabled ildials to band into
groups in furtherance of such interests. Pressuwepg do not seek
power, but they influence government to make faable policies and
decisions.

12.3.1 Types of Pressure Groups

Communal Groups These are pressure groups where membership is
based on birth rather than recruitment. It iseatmbedded in the social
fabric. Examples are OhanezeNdi-lgbho, ArewaPeoflasgress, Odua
Peoples Congress, Afenifere, and Movement for tinvi@l of Ogoni
Peoples (MOSOP) etc.

InstitutionalGroups : These are groups that are part of the machirfery o
government. Their influence is exerted through thachinery of
government. They differ from the others becaussy tho not enjoy
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autonomy or independence. Examples include bureeigs, military
etc.

Associational Groups Consist of individuals banded together to pursue
shared but narrow goals. This type is charactérige voluntary action
and existence of common interest. Examples areeridig Bar
Association (NBA), Nigeria Medical Association (NNIANigeria Union

of Teachers (NUT), NACCIMA etc.

Anoemic Groups Consist of pressure groups that emerge spontiaheo
in response to issues and usually extinct afteisthige became resolved.
Examples are National Actualization of Sovereigrat&tof Biafra
(MASSOB) etc

12.3.2 Channels of Exerting Influence
Pressure groups exert their influence through dhleviing institutions
and mediums:

i. The Bureaucracy

ii. The Legislature

iii. The Courts

iv. Political Parties

v. The Mass Media

12.4 Pressure Groups and Political Parties Compared

I. Pressure groups seek influence from outside, whepetitical
parties seek to capture power.

ii. Pressure groups have narrow issues that are partitu their
members, whereas political parties’ articulate devanterest in
other to win election.

iii. Political parties sponsor candidate for electiort puessure
groups uses other means like aligning with a palitparty (i.e.
Labour Party — TUC in Britain)

iv. While political parties strive to mobilize a mafgriof the voters
to gain power, pressure group serves to give Specia
representation to minorities.

v. They both contribute to political education bufelifin approach.
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Study Session Summat

o7

Summary

In this studysession we have tried to define political partied pressur:
groups as institutions for political interactiod$eir functions and type
were also discussed. A political party is an orgeaigroup of lik-

minded persons seeking to take control of gnment through
constitutional means, while pressure groups areiggoof organize
sections of the community promoting their own (pdwal) interest by
regularly putting pressures on the authorities égoment) or publi
opinion. Political parties and [ssure groups are significant in terms
the roles they play, particularly in a democraclee are three types

party system, namely, one party, two party and inpdirty systems
Types of pressure groups include anoemic, commimstitutional anc
as®ciational groups. One of the significant differeadetween politic:
parties and pressure groups is that the latter isdlglence from outside
whereas the former seek to capture pc

Assessment

Q)

Assessment

SAQ 12.1(tests Learning Outcome 12.1)

How would you defin political party and mention any two attributes «
political party

SAQ 12.% (tests Learning Outcome 12.2)

Attempt a definition of pressure group and identtiyee ways pressu
group influence government decisic
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Study Session 1

Constitution and Constitutionalism

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

This study sessic will expose you to constitution as another exanggl
institution of politics. In essence therefore, thisidy session will nc
only define constitution; it will show the connexsti betwen it and the
concept of constitutionalism. It will also highligthe various sources a
types of constitution

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

= highlightthe components of constitution.
= identifythe sources, types, morphology and functior
constitution.

= explain the term constitutionalism.

13.1 What is aconstitution?

74

In common usage, a constitution may be defined@slection of norm:
or standards according to which a country is gosgrnSimply put, it is
written document outlining the structure of pokticsystem. Politice
scientists broadly dined ‘constitution’ as the rules and customs, ei
written or unwritten, legally established or exdgdl, by which
government conduct its affairs. Most constitutiasentain statemen
intended to define the relations between rulersl -anded, the asic
institutional framework of government, the rightedaduties of citizen:
and many important procedures to be followed inneation with thos:
matters. In a democratic setting, the constitutsoexpected to define ti
conditions for the exercise legitimate power; who shall exerci
political power, how they shall exercise their pesvand the limits ¢
these powers. Even in chaotic, corrupt or dictatosystems, thoug
constitutions may not count for much, there exashs forms of rules ar
regulations governing those systems. Invariably, atmall political
systems or polities have constitutions since thpgrate according 1
some set of rules.

According to Kenneth C. Wheare, a constitutiongiried as a collectio
or aggregation of nms, mores, conventions, customs and standar
which a country is governed. It is considered siopdo the rules o
ordinary law. It is the grand norms, supreme amdidmental laws of tr
land. It is the pulse of the nation, sustainingalty as vell as unifying
the society. Constitution is an experiment asif@lit also an experimer
providing frame or platform for dissenting voicdspeople with variou:
political opinions. Like money in the bank, is fideonly due to its
provision of satifaction and utility. Constitutional authority is mstituted
under the current Nigerian Federal Constitution18B9. It is wel
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established that the purpose and functions ofttite & the establishment
of law and order, protection and provision of wedfand participation in

the state system. To fulfil this purpose, mostestaeddopt one form of
constitution or the other.

It is important to note that a few countries liket&n and Israel have no
single written document but still have constitusotn other words, a
constitution may be a vague body of unwritten latakjng the form of
customs, statues, precedents, usages, understgndingconventions;
which courts may not recognise as laws: but whiehrmt less effective
in regulating the government, as in Britain. On tbier hand, a
constitution may be a detailed written documentnabte. United States,
Nigeria and most modern States; in these States,ctimstitution is
usually an elaborate document in which the orgaiozaof the
government, its powers and its relations to indieid are all carefully set
down. It is inconceivable that any state could tewighout a written or
unwritten constitution, defining the relationshiptveen governors and
the governed. By their very nature, constitutiomsrgwhere are regarded
as embodying the fundamentals of the political eyst These
fundamentals have the force of law, which is erdalide by the courts.

13.2 Genesis of Constitutions

Credit must be given to the founding fathers of thaited States of
America for given to the world the longest surviyiwritten constitution
in the world. American constitution was adopted 1A87; this is
followed by Poland 1791, France 1791, Sweden 18@9ezuela 1811,
Ecuador 1812, Spain 1812, Norway 1814 which is d¢beond largest
surviving constitution in the world, Mexico 1824rgentina 1826, and
Liberia 1847.

13.3 Sources of Constitutions

There are many sources of constitutions.

i. Organic Laws: These are laws that occur or develop gradually
and naturally without being forced or contrived.r Examples
special legislative rules like Magna Carta 1215yting trial by
jury and due process of law. Habeas Corpus of t6néirming
rights of citizens to protection against imprisomte Act of
settlement of 1710 which established the supremacyhe
Legislature and independence of judges, and thes At
Parliament 1911 and 1949, which limited the poveéithe Lords

ii. Judicial Decisions: The ambiguous languages of law necessitate
the clarifications, expansion or contraction foyneen. The
courts deal with controversies that may arise awerpretation
of law and her judicial decisions are usually relgar as
authoritative; that is clothed with legitimacy.

iii. Philosophical IdeasThe ideas of great philosophers have also
provided important principles that have been inoceied m
most constitutions. Such principles as limited goweent,
consent of the governed and religious toleranam dtom the
writings of the English philosopher, John Locke.eThrench
philosopher Montesquieu wrote convincingly aboutiteéd
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government, separation of powers .and checks amahdes,
which today are included in most constitutions. paflitical
philosophers like John Locke, Montesquieu, Thomaxbhds,
Niccolo Machiavelli and others serve as sourcessoime
constitutional provisions.

iv. Constitutional Conventions and Customs: They are the
fundamental rules of government clearly understobdyed and
accepted. For instance, it is conventional for hiret which
clearly cannot command the confidence of a parl@rteresign.
They are the fundamental rules of government that reot
expressed in the formal and official manner of terit
constitutions, organic laws and judicial decisioithey are
obeyed m public life as if they were laws becausey tare
necessary for efficient government.

v. Experience: The unique experience of a people is usually a
fountain of wisdom on which constitutions are frahes well
amended e.g. 1979 constitution of Nigeria which laywtd
military take over of Government as a de facto Gowent.

vi. International Laws and Practices Laws and treaties entered
into at such international fora as the United NajoAfrican
Union, and the European Union among others serveadsrials
for constitution making in some countries.

o ITQ A written constitution usually does not make pravisfor

A. customs and conventions.
B. civil service regulations.
C. historical documents.

D. judicial precedent.

Feedback on ITQs answers

* The correct answer is B.
* Options A, C & D are the major sources of condtitutwhile
option B cannot be said to be a source of conistitut

13.4 Kinds of Constitutions

The two kinds of constitutions have been discusselier, these are:
I. Written constitutions e.g. USA, Nigeria
ii. Unwritten constitutions e.g. Britain, Israel, Beigi etc.

13.5 Types of Constitutions

i. Flexible: Flexible constitutions are easy to change. Fstaince,
in Britain, Italy, New Zealand that have constibuts that are
flexible, there is provision for easy amendmentcprhures in
respect of change or amendments.

ii. Unflexible/Rigid: difficult process involved in amending
constitutional provisions of a rigid constitutiodSA, Australia
and Switzerland are good examples.
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13.6 Variants of Constitution

(0]

Unitary constitutions provide single, central gowveent that is
supreme. Britain, Belgium, France, Sweden, ang taimention
just a few are examples of countries with unitaoggtitutions.

Federal constitutions divide powers among the fetey units
for unity and supremacy. Federal constitutionsustgally written
and rigid and are often adopted by heterogenectist&s like
USA, Nigeria, and Switzerland etc.

ITQ A written constitution usually does not make prauisfor

the party system

the powers and limitations of government

the change of government through coup d’état
the fundamental rights of the citizens

oCow>

Feedback on ITQs answers

The correct answer is C.

Options A, B & D are items that can be found in atten
constitution, option C which entails a forceful amst times
bloody means of power transition cannot be foune written
constitution.

13.7 The Morphology of Constitution

A typical constitution usually provides for thelmkhing:

A Preamble: Statements of values and ideals stating the
authority establishing a constitution.

Structure of the Government: makes provision for the organs
and agencies of government.

Distribution of power: Governmental powers are divided among
organs of government - Legislature, Judiciary arddative. In
Nigeria, the 1999 makes provisions for the excladist to the
Federal, Concurrent list to the Federal and statesresidual list
for local governments.

Rights of Individuals: Judiciable rights, non-justiciable rights
obligation of the government, collective rightsjvijeges and
fundamental objectives and directives of statecgadire usually
included in the

13.8 Functions of a Constitution

It is also important to highlight major function$ @ constitution. They
include the following;

1.
2.
3.

A constitution defines the powers of the government
It also defines the basic organs of government

Probably more important than the first two, a cibaibns sets
limits on the use of the powers of government
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13.9 Constitutionalisnr

Constitutionalism is government that respecte constitution or
government based on rules of law or due procesméontaining of law
and order. Constitutionalism deals with the ruléagi. What this mear
is that a government which a constitution setshqukl conduct itself il
accordance with ‘e rules of law -that is according to agreed procedu
Any government set up by a constitution has limisits powers.
Constitutionalism says that not only should thesetd be recognize
and accepted by government, the fundamental hurigirisrof he
citizens should also be recognized and guarantBedtatorship ant
constitutionalism do not go hand in ha

From what | have said earlier, constitutionalismaiserm with definite
implications. As a concept it means essentiallyitéch government,
system of restraints on both rulers and ruleds Inostly bound up wit
the notion of the rule of Jaw. By implication theoncept of
constitutionalism embraces the idea that a goventrsbould not b
permitted to do whatever its officials please boould conduct itself
according to equitable and agreed procedures. Turpope of thit
restriction on its freedom of action, you need tww is to safeguar
fundamental area of freedom for his citizens. Qariginalism is
expected to protect human rig such as free speech, free associa
free press, due process of |

Study Session Summat

o7

Summary

In this Study session you learned constitutions are part of form
institutions of politics. A country’s constitutida the body of basic lav
principles, conventions, rules and regulations whictiegn the country
You also learnt that there are different kinds,egjpand variants «
constitution. Constitutionalism refers to governmdimat respects tr
constitution or a government based on thle of law or due proces
Constitution, irrespective of types or forms areirsed from organi
laws, customs and conventions, judicial preceded&tisions, pa:
experience, intellectual works of philosophers tmtion just a few

Assessment

L Q)

Assessment

SAQ 13.1 (tests Learning Outcome 13.
Attempt a definition of constitutio
SAQ 13.2 (tests Learning Outcome 13.

Identify three sources of a constitut

SAQ 13.3 (tests Learning Outcome 13.
Define constitutionalisr
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/G7 Revision Session

Introduction

This last study session is devoted for revision.f&pthe course stuc
sessions have focused on the basic concepts, appaand othe
important aspects of political science as a digeplinvolved in the
systematic study of politic

At the end of this study session, you should be &

= write a concise and informative essay on any of the &
discussed in preceding study sessions.

. What will you ascribe as the components of politind political science
o’ Have | ever being involved in politics? If yes, H
Reflection
Summary

At the beginning of this course you were introdutedhe nature an
scope of political science. It was establishedhia study session th
politics has no single or universally acceptabléniteons. Nevertheles:
notable scholars including Aristol David Easton, Harold Laswe
Jeremy Bentham have attempted to define politicenia way or othe
As you were told in the study session it is agregdmost politica
scientists that politics has something to do witwer, influence an
authority, whih are the central organizing concepts of the stafl
politics (later discussed extensively in study E#sssix). Political
Science as an academic discipline is the systematicscientific study ¢
politics. According to Billy Dudley, it entails cenicusness formation,
social mobilization, contestation, institutionalugfgle and transcenden:
The scope of the discipline extends to cover bitlimdted to the stud
of political parties, pressure groups, electiomgernational relation:
public insttutions, comparative politics and public administa

In study session two, it was mentioned that mahplsecs have express
their views about politics. Stephen Giliat as ohéhe scholars identifie
two major traditions in the understanding ofitics. The arguments p
up under each tradition were highlighted and diseds One traditio
views politics as a positive means of conflict ngaraent, while th:
other one sees it as concerned with the producimh promotion o
conflicts. The first viw was called the consensus or management vie
politics while the second was described as thelicorfew of politics

In the third study session you were told that ttegeethree basic levels
which politics takes place. These are; state Ipwétics, intra — state and
inter-state or international politics. The state levebpofitics considere
to be the only level of politics includes the atttés of the national ¢
federal government, the s-national or regional government and thos
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local governments. Intra state politics referstiose forms of political
behaviour or conduct which take place within assomns or social
groups that form part of the state. The inter-statanternational politics
is activities involving political actors and otheelated ones, carried
across state boundaries.

The fourth study session was used to trace thénowigpolitical science

as an academic discipline. As a separate fieldherstudy and analysis
of politics, political science is a relatively lagerival within the social

sciences. As demonstrated in the study sessiotp, Pt&nophon, and
Aristotle, who is considered to be the foundindnéatof political science
among other scholars contributed immensely thrahgir works to the

development of western politics You were informédttin the post
Second world War era, the major growth area insthidy of politics has
been the area designated political behaviour whié émergence of
behavioural approach. It was mentioned in the stebgion that in spite
of the pessimism about a science of politics youewiaformed that

contemporary political science has progressed loptaty a variety of

methods and theoretical approaches to understangwoigics and

methodological pluralism is a defining feature ohtemporary political

science. Political scientists in their quest todgtyolitical phenomena
have used the scientific method to create an edwlal discipline

involving quantitative research methods.

It was pointed out in study session five that jmditcan be studied using
four different approaches. These are: NormativdoBtphical approach
focusing on philosophical reflections on univerpalitical values that
were regarded as essential to the just state amdgdlod state; The
Descriptive Institutional approach that focusestlos formal structures
and agencies of government; the behavioural apprtzat emphasizes
the scientific study of political behaviour of indduals and group of
individuals; and the Post- Behavioural approach ihaclectic in nature
and is engaged to promote a political science tatld not be as
scientific or precise as possible, philosophicarnmative, politically
relevant but be also socially responsible. The wes&(es) and
strength(s) of these approaches were pointed out.

The seventh study session attempted to define panflerence, authority
and legitimacy as central concepts in politicallgsia. Although people
erroneously make use of them interchangeably, twynote different
meaning. The differences between them were clesdudyvn in the study
session with lucid examples

Study session eight was devoted to the discusdiggowernment as an
agency of the state. Its basic components and veges highlighted and
discussed. You were told that government makeseafiorces decision
and has monopoly of legitimate use of force. Ithis ultimate source of
coercion and its conduct is always seen as legiémaAccording to
Michael Laver, three major roles are generatedtlier government to
perform. These include, contract enforcement, nesipdity for
collective action and the desire to maximize sowigfare.

In study session nine, features and examples afigadl systems or
polities formed the basis of our discussion. Theslities as you were
told can be categorized into three main groups hamkiberal




Democratic, Socialist Democratic and Autocraticitied. Examples of
liberal democratic political systems include BritaFrance, The United
States of America, and Germany. Social democratiitigs are found in
countries like China, Vietham, Cuba, North Koread anost countries of
Eastern Europe. Autocratic polities have severaietias including the
traditional or historical oligarchies in many Arabuntries, the military
oligarchies in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, thgefunct racial
supremacist regime in South Africa and the defwabbnial oligarchies
in many part of the third world.

Study session ten focused on the different mearofhgmlitical culture,
its key elements and types. Political culture, haavet is defined focuses
attention on that part of a culture which bearsvahce to politics. Three
attitudes of political culture as identified by Aémd and Verba include;
Cognitive, Affective and Evaluative orientationshrdugh their study
they categorized types of political culture intoeta These are parochial,
participant and subject political culture. The s#t people sharing
parochial culture have no sense of political efficar competence and
feel powerless in the face of existing institutiobsider subject political
culture there is a high level of political cons@aoass, but the citizens are
passive in the political process. Participant praltculture is a situation
in which the people are not only politically vergnscious but they are
also very active in the input and the output preee®f governance.

Study session eleven serves as a follow-up to ssaedgion ten. In this
study session we tried to define political socatian, which is
essentially concerned with the process of transrgiti society’s political
culture to successive members of that society. AAswere told political
socialisation may serve to preserve, transmit amalicate traditional
political norms values and institutions across tiagewell as helps to
maintain continuity and stability. Also we attengbtey distinguish the
various forms or patterns of political socialisatithrough the use of
analytical categories- Agencies (primary or secoyld#®rocess (latent or
manifest), Time-span (Formative years or maturersyeand Change
(systemic or non — systemic.)

In study session eleven the meaning, forms andstypie political
participation were examined. Generally speakinditipal participation
involves those activities which are more or lesgsedaly aimed at
influencing the selection of rulers and the forntola of public policy.
While political participation is not limited to vioy during election,
illegal and often violent forms of participatiohkdi assassination and riots
are considered as abnormal ways of participatiaru Were told in the
study session that not all people get themselveshiad in politics, or
participate to the same degree. This is due tdabethat participation
involves considerable costs in terms of time, eparyl resources. Lester
Malbraith classified levels of participants intaré¢l, namely, spectator
level, transitional level and gladiatorial leveleVoncluded that with the
costs of participation in political activities imasing, the number of
participants decreasing at each successive level.

As from study session twelve, the focus of the seushifted to the
institutions of politics. In that study session wid to highlight and
discuss State instrumentalities or apparatuses;hwdnie the instruments
through which the state "does its thing" in theitpml system. These
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instrumentalities consist largely of the followintlie government, the
central administrative agency and parastatals, ntiléary and para-
military institutions, the judiciary, sub-centratirinistrative agencies,
and the representative assemblies.

In study session thirteen attempts were made tmealgfolitical parties
and pressure groups as institutions for politicaleractions. Their
functions and types were also discussed. A pdlipeaty, as you were
told is an organised group of like-minded persaeksg to take control
of government through constitutional means, whilespure groups are
groups of organized sections of the community pramgjotheir own
(parochial) interest by regularly putting pressums the authorities
(government) or public opinion. Political partiasdgpressure groups are
significant in terms of the roles they play, part&ly in a democracy.
There are three types of party system, namely,panty, two party and
multi party systems. Types of pressure groups dellanoemic,
communal institutional and associational groupse ©hthe significant
differences between political parties and presguoeps is that the latter
seek influence from outside, whereas the formek Beeapture power.

Study session fourteen focused on constitutionexasnples of formal
institutions of politics. As it was shown in theigy session, a country’s
constitution is the body of basic law, principlesnventions, rules and
regulations which govern the country. It is a doeainthat specifies the
limits of and as well as relationship between wuasidoranches and
agencies of government. There are different kibgses, and variants of
constitution. Constitutionalism refers to governméimat respects the
constitution or a government based on the ruleawf dér due process.
Constitution, irrespective of types or forms areirsed from organic
laws, customs and conventions, judicial precededetisions, past
experience, intellectual works of philosophers tention just a few. It
usually provides for a preamble, structure of goweent, distribution of
power to mention just a few.

Study session fifteen concludes the course. Thislading study session
attempts to revise the course study sessions i @drsummary of the
highlights of the preceding fourteen study sessitins assumed that you
have gained very well in this course. It is advieab carefully go over
the course again and make use of some of the bhlaitacommended
texts cited in the references at the end of eaalystession so as to get
an adequate and rewarding insight into the natumg theories for
contemporary political analysis.
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SAQ 1.1
SAQ 1.2
SAQ 1.3
SAQ 2.1
SAQ 2.2
SAQ 23

A. Jeremy Bentham
B. David Easton

C. Aristotle

D. Karl Marx

E.

Harold Lasswell

There is no clear cut difference between the twaept. They both
complement each other. Political science is théystd politics. Political
Science According to Dudley, “is the systematiagtaf these various
components of politics”. More so, the World Boakckiclopedia (1997)
describes Political Science as the systematic sitigyplitical life.

The study Political science entails the varicarsis of government as
well as political parties, pressure groups, elestjonternational relations,
public institutions, comparative politics and pealdidministration.
Political Science also deals with fundamental valsiech as equality,
freedom, justice and power. In terms of signifaef political science
to human endeavours, politics matters to every imupedng. The study
and understanding of politics and how it workseaithe consciousness
in us to look after ourselves and prevent othemnfusing us, since the
ignorant are usually manipulated.

State Level of Politics is those actions carrietilyuthe national or sub-
national and local governments. It enjoys primargrather level of
politics because it has a definite territory and &anonopoly of the use
of force and other level of politics are carriedhin it and through it.

Intra-state level of politics are those activiteggnteractions that takes
place among institutions or groups within a statdedined by the rules

of the state; while inter-state level of politiag éhose activities or
interactions that carried out by political act@tafe and non-state actors)
across state boundaries.

In Nigeria, the review of the 1999 constitution,igthis a statutory
responsibility of the National Assembly with supipioom the State
Assemblies, and which will be enforced by the exige arm of
government and interpreted by the judiciary onsihecessful review, is
an example of state politics while Resolution 185a@ched by the United
Nations (comprised of 153 states) after Septemb&@001, aimed at
countering the upsurge of terrorism globally issaample of inter-state
or international politics.

The similarities between state and inter-statellef/politics include:

i. They are both carried by state actors
ii. They both apply the instruments of coercion. Wlitates can
enforce its decision on it citizens, at the intéoral level or
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SAQ 3.1
SAQ 3.2
SAQ 3.3
SAQ 4.1
SAQ 4.2A
SAQ 4.2B
SAQ 5.1
SAQ 5.2
SAQ 111
SAQ 11.2

international community states can reach an agreetaesnforce
its decision on a non-compliant state.

Political science is an academic discipline thatconcerned with the
systematic and scientific study and analysis oitips|

Prior, to the behavioural revolution, the studypofitics was dominated
by the normative-philosophical and legal-institab approach. These
approaches were popularized by plato, Aristotlezchlio Machiavelli,

John Locke, Jacques Rosseau Thomas Hobbes Charaklyashastra,
etc. However, in the 1950s and the 1960s, a betwvievolution

stressing the systematic and rigorously sciensifudy of individual and
group behavior swept political science disciplidefocus on studying
political behavior, rather than institutions ordrygretation of legal texts,
characterized early behavioral political scienneltiding work by Robert
Dahl, David Easton and Phillip Converse.

Irrespective of the arguments by the traditionaligio questioned the
adoption of science in the study of politics cititige complexities
inherent in the study of man’s social life, poltic scientists

(Behaviouralist) in their quest to understand pmdit phenomena have
adopted the scientific methods to create an imtell discipline

involving quantitative research methods.

In the normative-philosophical approach, the stualy politics is
dominated by philosophical reflections on unieégolitical values that
were regarded as essential to the just state anglotbd state, while in the
descriptive-institutional approach to political iy, it main focus is on
the formal structures and agencies of government.

The basic assumption of the behaviouralism or hieheal approach to
the study of politics is that there are certainfanmities in political
behaviour which can be stated as generalizatiorthemries and which
are capable of explaining and predicting politigaénomena.

The post behavioural approach to political inqugnconcerned with the
promotion of political science that would not besagentific or precise as
possible, philosophical normative, politically redat but be also socially
responsible. It was eclectic in that it is suppdrthe incorporation into
political science as many perspectives or appraaelsecan throw light
on the complexities of political life.

Power is the ability to compel obedience througpliaption or threat of
coercion. Authority is the right to exercise powris also described as
legitimate power. According to Beetham, Legitimasywhere power is
acquired and exercised according to justifiablesw@nd with evidence of
consent”.

While Power is the possibility of imposing one’d8lwpon the behaviour
of other persons, Influence is devoid of sancti@egrcion and physical
force.

State apparatuses or instruments are concretetwses through which
the state carries out its statutory responsilslitiethe political system.

We do not know what makes up your discussion, but giscussion may
include any of the following:
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State. Their responsibility mcludes the managenuérviolence on
behalf of the State. These security agencies ieslutie following:

Nigeria the military and police forces, and variopara-military

institutions such as the State Security Servic&jSthe Directorate of
Military Intelligence (DMI), the Customs and Immaion Services,
the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA)etEconomic
and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), Independ@otrupt

Practices Commission (ICPC)

B. The Representative Assembly: They are chargéu the functions of
for law-making and for overseeing the operationshef government.
Their roles also include and not Ilimited to ovelnsig
law/policymaking and representational role. In Migethey consist of
the National Assembly, the State Houses of Asserabty the Local
Government Councils.

SAQ 12.1 A political party comprised of men and women uthitey a common
ideology and who seek to capture state power. Atteis of political
parties include:

® Self-conscious determination to capture power and power of
decision-making alone or in coalition;
(i)  Adoption of a Manifesto: Political parties usuallyave a
manifesto, which is a document listing their irttens, aspirations
and objectives.

SAQ 12.2 Pressure groups are organized men and women whagg aim is to
influence government policies for the interest tféir members and
sometimes public interest. Attributes of pressuceigs include:

) lobbying
(i)  strike
SAQ 13.1 A constitution may be defined as those fundamepriatiples, rules and

regulations, customs and convention by which a tgua administered
or governed.

SAQ 13.2 A. Judicial precedents: these are her judicialisi@ts which are
usually regarded as authoritative.

B. Organic Laws: These are laws that occur or agvegradually and
naturally without being forced or contrived.

C. Philosophical Ideas: The ideas of great philbsop have also
provided important principles that have been inooafed m most
constitutions.

SAQ 13.3 Constitutionalism simply means adherence to thtatiis or stipulations
of the constitution. Constitutionalism deals witle rule of law.
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