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Vice-Chancellor's Message

The Distance Learning Centre is building on a stbdlition of over two decades of service
the provision of External Studies Programme and Bastance Learning Education in Nige
and beyond. The Distance Learning mode to which veecmmitted is providing access
many deserving Nigerians in having access to highiercation especially those who by
nature of their engagement do not have the luxdrjuth time education. Recely, it is
contributing in no small measure to providing pkaéar teeming Nigerian youths who for ¢
reason or the other could not get admission irgactinventional universitie

These course materials have been written by wrépegially trained itODL course delivery
The writers have made great efforts to provideaigate information, knowledge and skills
the different disciplines and ensure that the nalteare usefriendly.

In addition to provision of course materials innpriand -format, a lot of Informatior
Technology input has also gone into the deploynoémourse materials. Most of them can
downloaded from the DLC website and are availableaudio format which you can al
download into your mobile phones, IPod, MP3 amotigr devices to allow you listen to tl
audio study sessions. Some of the study sessioerialathave been scripted and are b
broadcast on the university’s Diamond Radio FM 10While others have been delivered
captured in audieisual format in eclassroom environment for use by our students. ilBet
information on availability and access is available the website. We will continue in ¢
efforts to provide and review course materialsoiar course:

However, for you to take advantage of thformats, you will need to improve on your |
skills and develop requisite distance learning @elt It is well known that, for efficient ai
effective provision of Distance learning educati@vailability of appropriate and releve
course materials is sine qua no. So also, is the availability of multiple plat forfor the
convenience of our students. It is in fulfillmerittbis, that series of course materials are b
written to enable our students study at their oacepand convenien

It is our hope that you will put these course materiathéobest us

s

)
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Prof. Isaac Adewole

Vice-Chancellor



Foreword

As part of its vision of providing education ftiiberty and Development” for Nigerians and
the International Community, the University of Ilaag Distance Learning Centre has recently
embarked on a vigorous repaositioning agenda whialeé at embracing a holistic and all
encompassing approach to the delivery of its Opesance Learning (ODL) programmes.
Thus we are committed to global best practicesigtadce learning provision. Apart from
providing an efficient administrative and acadesuipport for our students, we are committed
to providing educational resource materials for ube of our students. We are convinced that,
without an up-to-date, learner-friendly and diseatgarning compliant course materials, there
cannot be any basis to lay claim to being a provafedistance learning education. Indeed,
availability of appropriate course materials in tipé formats is the hub of any distance
learning provision worldwide.

In view of the above, we are vigorously pursuingaasnatter of priority, the provision of
credible, learner-friendly and interactive coursatenials for all our courses. We commissioned
the authoring of, and review of course materialde@ms of experts and their outputs were
subjected to rigorous peer review to ensure standBhe approach not only emphasizes
cognitive knowledge, but also skills and humane@alwhich are at the core of education, even
in an ICT age.

The development of the materials which is on-gaatgp had input from experienced editors
and illustrators who have ensured that they arerate, current and learner-friendly. They are
specially written with distance learners in minchisT is very important because, distance
learning involves non-residential students who ofian feel isolated from the community of
learners.

It is important to note that, for a distance leartmeexcel there is the need to source and read
relevant materials apart from this course matefibkrefore, adequate supplementary reading
materials as well as other information sourcesaggested in the course materials.

Apart from the responsibility for you to read thieurse material with others, you are also
advised to seek assistance from your course trtoitd especially academic advisors during
your study even before the interactive session lwisdoy design for revision. Your academic
advisors will assist you using convenient technglowluding Google Hang Out, You Tube,
Talk Fusion, etc. but you have to take advantagthede. It is also going to be of immense
advantage if you complete assignments as at whersdwas to have necessary feedbacks as a
guide.

The implication of the above is that, a distareamer has a responsibility to develop requisite
distance learning culture which includes diligent alisciplined self-study, seeking available
administrative and academic support and acquisitibbasic information technology skills.
This is why you are encouraged to develop your eadempskills by availing yourself the
opportunity of training that the Centre’s providedgut these into use.



In conclusion, it is envisaged that the course nmatewould also be useful for the regular
students of tertiary institutions in Nigeria whe daced with a dearth of high quality textbooks.
We are therefore, delighted to present these titldmoth our distance learning students and the
university’s regular students. We are confideat the materials will be an invaluable resource
to all.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewersl roduction staff for the high quality of
work.

Best wishes.

@2'——\«:\_;1

Professor Bayo Okunade

Director
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Course o verview

Outcomes

This isa compulsory coursevhichintroduces political ideas in the
historical context: The course will provide answers to h germane
guestions such : just what is the state? What is the origin ofgstete

The course wilstart with an introductory study session; and pedd®
discuss the various political ideas in subsequesgien. The political
ideas discussed inclut democracy, monarchical sddutism,
conservatism, liberalism, fascism, anarchism, ¢isan. Once you learn
thevarious political ideg, you can easilprovide answers to questio
relating to justification to the existence of thiate and the purpose f{
which the state is cred.

This course manual supplements and complem«©S212 Ul Mobile
Class Activitiesas an online course. The Ul Mobile Clis a virtual
platform that facilitates classroom interactat a distancwhere you can
discuss / interact with your tu and peersvhile you are at home «
office fron your internet-enabled computéfou will also use thi
platform to submit youassignments, receive tut@edback and cour:
news with update:

This courseis intended for people who intends tmderstandhe origin
and features of political ideas and howse ideatave changed ovi
time. The course will provide a working knowledge of thebates the
have occurred within and between political id

Course outcomes
Upor a successful completion of course yoll e able tc
= describe the context in which political ideas
came into being.

= distinguish each of the ideas from the others
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Timeframe

How long?

This is a one semester cou

45 hours of formal study time is requir

Study skills

As an adult learner your approach to learning wilbiféerent to tha
from your school dax: youwill choose what you want to stu, you will
have professional and/or personal motivation fonglac and you will
most likely be fitting your study activiis around other professional
domestic responsibilitie

Essentially you will be taking control of your le@trg environmenitAs a
consequenceou will need to consider performance issues reltt:
time management, gc setting, stresgianagement, etPerhaps you will
also need treacquaint yourself in areas such as essay plancopgng
with exam: andusing the web as a learning resot

Your most significant considerations will timeandspacei.e. the time
you dedicate to your learning and tinvironment in which you enga
in that learnin.

We recommend that you take time r—before starting your se
study—to familiari
excellentweb links « 1esuuites Ul uie CuumscusIt. WU W oci-owuy

Skills” menu in course website.

Assessments

Q)

Assessments

There are two basic forms of assessment in thisseogelf assessme
questions (SAQs) and tutor marked assessment (TMA&sdbacks to tf
SAQs are at the manual. You will need to forwasponses to activities
to your tutor via the L Mobile ClassFeedbacks to TMAs will b
provided by your tutoin not more than 2-weekxpected duratic.

Schedule dates for submitting assignments and ergyagcourse / clas
activities is available on e course website. Kindly visit your coul
website often for updates / to be on top of infdiora
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Study Session 1

The Nature of Political Ideas

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about: theidasature of politica
ideas; how politici ideas arose, the questions which they are desigr
answer; and the different ways in which they havaneered them

When you have studied this session, you shouldleete:

= define anduse correctly the key wordgrinted inbold. (SAQ
1.1)

= explain the central questions which havean rise to politica
ideas. (SAQ 1.2)

Learning Outcomes = discuss at least fourepresentative answers to these ques
(SAQs 1.2 and 1.3)

1.1 Central Questions to Political Ideas

State could be conceived  Political ideas arose out of attempts to un@and and explain politic:
23\/"’353:\'tgl}thha;rﬁiegs:;eas life. There are many questions whipolitical ideas seek to answer |
given set of people through ~ 9€nerally, these questions relate to the originsthef state and the
the instrument of justification for its existence. Some of the sfiecguestions whicl
government in a specified political ideas seek to answer are: Just what és sftate? Hw did it
given territory. emerge Does God ordain ior is it the product of a mmon agreement
among citizens'Does the state promote good or evil? How much p
should the state have and in what spheres of hactanty” The concept

of the state is central to political ide.

Pick up as many dictionaries as you can find antewliown the

definition of the state in each of them. Look ifatroductory texts ol
o political science and also see if you can find toidally very good ani

Activity 1.1 clear definitionsof the state.

Allow 5 minutes

o ITQ Whatis a political idea?

* A. ltis atheory of political science

e B Anidea that seeks to explain and justify the exis#
of state

 C ltis all about politics and leaders

Feedback on ITQs answel

* The correct answer was B
* It was not A becauspolitical idea is more than politic
theory.




POS212 Political Idea

Sovereign supreme
independent authority
exercised by a State in a
defined territory

Activity 1.2
Allow 15 minutes

* It was not D becaugeolitical ideas ar not about politics
and leadership.

The state is asovereignor independent assation exercising authorit
over defined territorial boundaries and people ugglothe machinery of
governmen Although government and the state are often uséftlasy
mean the same thing, you should realize that govent is simply th
machinery cinstitutional framework of authority in a ste

Read the section on ‘Essential Elements of theeSiatthe book by
Rodee and others, Introduction to Political Scie

o ITQ What do you consider to be the essenttributes of a state?

Feedback on ITC

* We do not know what yoaonsidered, but you probak
thought of some of the following:
= sovereignty
= authority
= population
= territory

o ITQ Give a short definition of the state
Feedback on ITC

Your definition should incluc the following elemen;

» state is a sovergn or independent associal

» state exercises authority ovgueople in a defined
territorial  boundaries through the machinery «
government

1.2 Some Answers to the Central Questions of Political

ldeas

In this setion, we shall consider some specific answers & déntre

guestions of political ideas that highlightedin study session 1..The

answers we shall considin this section includ:: divine theory; the
force theory; natural or organic theory; theial contract theory; liber:
theory; socialist theory and conservative the

1.2.1 Divine Theory

This is perhapsthe oldest of the ideas on the origin and natur¢he
state. The divine theory simply states that Goohddilf ordained an
established tt state. The rulers are therefore regarded as demcenol
agents of God and opposition to thmust beregarded as opposition
God
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1.2.2 Natural or Organic Theory

This political idea argues that the state arose afupeople’s nature

desire to inteact with their fellow men and achieve moral peifatt

Accordingly then, eople are human only within the state and

individual outside of the state was either a god beast. The state is

organism and the citizens are its organs. Thergawven is the brain of
the state and its task is to control other org- the citizens — in the
interest of the whole organis

1.2.3 The Force Theory

According to the force theory, the state arose @futconquest an
domination of the weak by the powerful. ere is no ethical or mor
justification for the state. Rulers govern becatlsy have the power
do so. Subjects obey because if they did not theyld be punishe
heavily. In a word, the subjects are merely tludstof their rulers

1.2.4 Social Contract Theory

According to liberal theory, the state is needegrtavide security of life
and property and to settle disputes which cannaebelved directly b
citizens themselves. Beyond the protection of difel property and tt
settlement of dputes, government intervention in social life bees
unnecessary, oppressive and illegitimate. The staduld permit citizer
the greatest possible freedom and liberty to esptbsir abilities o
creativity

1.2.5 Socialist Theory

This political idei argues that the state should do more than prafec
and settle disputes. The state should be respenkib meeting the
welfare needs of citizens in education, health,smes, water suppl)
electricity, housing etc. In other words, the sstsihoud seek to meet the
material needs of citizens and should interven&elgtin social life in
order to achieve thi

1.2.6 Conservative Theory

Conservatism as a political idea attacks all thopskical ideas whicl
seek to use human reason to explairnature of the state. According
the conservatives, no citizen should regard thie sta an association
do certain jobs for him or as a partnership agreermea trade that mu
yield profit. The state is a legitimate institutibecause it is thproduct
of historical wisdom, tradition, laws, customs asstablished practice
and institutions. These traditional or historitattors and forces, rath
than human reason, provide an adequate basis fderstanding th
nature of the stal

Flowing from all the above explanations and notwithstandihg
disagreement amongst these writers, all agree dribayy to the State
four element namely:people, territory, government and last but not
lead, sovereignty Some writers define the state asentially a class
structure. Others regard it as the one organizatiah transcends cla
and stands for the whole community. Some intergirets a powe
system. Some view it as a legal construction.sdime, it iS a necesse
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evil, and to a very fe an evil that is or will be unnecessary some
while to others it is te world that Godhas made for itself. Yet to othe
it is a community “organized for action under legales.” Taking
cognizance of all such considerations, Garner, sgi@ematte-of-fact
definition of the stat

“a community of persons, more or less numel
permanently occupying a definite portion of tenmytc
independent or nearly so, of external control,
possessing an organized government to which that
body of inhaldants render habitual obedier”.

So fa, we have discussed some representative politieglsi about th
nature of the state. Which of these ideas or teeato you find mos

attractive or reasonable? Rank all the sevelitical ideas in the orde
Activity 1.3 (i.e. ¥, 2 3°.. 7" in which you think they adequately explain
nature of the stal

Allow 5 minutes

Study Session Summary

explain and understand pical life particularly the origins of the ste
and the justification for its existence. Politicdéas differ greatly in th
answers they provide to questions regarding trgirgriand nature of tt
state. Some political ideas see the state asdagt of force or conque,
while others see it as a divine creation or evea gsoduct of commo
agreement among citizensSome political ideas envisage a limited 1
for the state in social life while others expecbtan active agent in tl
lives of dtizens. Whatever may be the differences amongiqallideas
however, they share one thing in common; they a#lksto answe
important questions about the nature of the

@ In this Study session you learned that political ideas atempts tc

Summary

Assessment

SAQ 1.1 (tests Learning Outcome 1.1)
‘ A. What is a state?
B. Give a brief definition of political ideas.
Self Assessment

SAQ 1.2 (tests Learning Outcome 1.2)

A. Compare the following theories of the state: natilreory,
social contract theory & socialist theory.

B. What is the underlining difference between diviight
theory, force theory & conservative theory? Do thibs®ries
have a point of convergence?
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Assignment

SAQ 13 (tests Learning Outcome 1.3)

Fill the table below with the most suitable answfeom the array
of options.

S/n Scenario Applicable
ldea

1 Mrs. Amordi, the minister of information,
maintained that the primary aim of the Staje
is the welfare concern of her citizenry.

2 Mr. Tolu, a national activist, proclaims that|
the state is a product of collective bargair
designed to make ends meet for her citiz¢

Options
A. Socialist theory
B. Divine contract theory
TMA 1.1 What is the relationship between political idead Hre conceg
of state?

Send your answer to the classStudy Session Assignment Page on
Course Websit

Bibliography

Textbooks

‘Theories are concerning the origins of the state¢hapter two oC.
Rodee, T. Anderson, C. Christol and T. Gr¢ (1976, Introduction to
Political Scienc. Tokyo: McGraw-Hill.







Study Session 2 Democracy: Its Meaning, Development, Varieties

Study Session 2

Democracy: Its Meaning,
Development, Varieties

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

In this session, you will be exposeta major concept in political ide,
namely democracy. This study ses is divided intc four sections.
Section one discusses the meaning of democracy whidtion two trace
the histrical development of democracyhe third sectio looks at types
of democracy We conclude or discussion of democradn the fourth
sectiot by looking at principles of democracy.

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

= define democracy as a method of governméanQ 2.1
= explain the development of democra$AQ 2.2
= |dentify andexplain two types of democrac{SAQ 2.2

2.1 The Meaning of Democracy

Democracy as a system
of government can be
related to participation in
the affairs of government
either directly by the people
or via elected
representatives. As a body
of ideas, democracy is
considered as the basic
idea that political power
arises from the people.

Democracy is a very contrversial term. C.B. Macphers points out
that ‘the word democracy has changed its meaning moreoth@aand it
more than one direction’. One important reason wésocracy ivery
controversic to define is that it has become very fashionablelitberent
types of governments to lay claim to beingmocratic. We will therefore
attempt to clarify the meaning of the term in thégtior.

A useful way of clarifying the concept of democragyo realize that it i
used to refer both ta system of governmeand toa set of principles
As a system of overnment, democracy simply means rule by the e
or their elected representatives. When people théenselves directl
we talk of direct democracy; when people are rubgdtheir electel
representatives wtalk of indirect democracy. here are some other
senses in which democracy can be understood astenspf governme
which we shall discuss in subsequent sectionsi¢ssc?.3 & 2.4.

Democracycan also be viewed &sset of principles or ids as earlier
noted The most important principlassociated with democracy is 1
idea that political power originates from the peophd that governme
is therefore legal or legitimate only when it issed on the consent of t
people. You will immediately notice the close ceation betwee
democricy as a set of ideas and democracy as a systemwvefrgnent.
For, it is precisely because of the idea that pdvedongs to the peop
that a democratic system of government either tdkesform of direc

| 13
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Activity 2.1
Allow 10 minutes

democracy in which people rule themseldirecty or indirectly when
people are ruled by those they themselves haveedl We shall discuss
in greater details the ideas and princijof associated witidemocracy in
section 2..

Look for as many dictionaries and ioductory texts on government a
politics as you can find and write down the deianitof democracy il
each of them.

See whether there are any contradictions in all deénitions of
democracy you have been able to find includire one provided in is
section.

Write down your own preferred definition of demaxy:

2.2 The Development of Democracy

14

Democracy developed first among the ancient Gredékdeed, the wor
democracy has its roots in two Greek woildemo meaning the people
and kratien meaning to rule. Thus, democracy in ancient Greeas
understood as direct democracy, that is, rule eypiople or the who
body of citizen:

Ancient Athens was the Greek city state in whichecti democrac
flourished most. In the fourth century B. Athens had a population
some 40,000 citizens and meetings or assemblies ugerally held whe
important decisions were to be taken. Howeves tkan ten per cent
Athenians actually attended or participated in¢hmgeting:

The type of tow-meding democracy associated with Athens, howe
had to be abandoned as societies became largepeople lost th
opportunity for fac-to-face interactionThe best that can be done un
these modern circumstances is all citizens to participate i
government through their elected representatives.dévto democracy |
therefore a governent of elected representatives iit is based on
representation rather than the direct participe

The history of the development of modern democracy very corplex
one. After the fall of the Greek city states, #smot until the America
Revolution of 1776 and the French Revolution of d#&t representatiy
democracy fully came alive. The American Revolutisaw the
beginning of a series of political rems which led to the introduction

universal male suffrag— the right of all men to vot— in 1845. Five
years later, in 1850, women'’s suffrage was intreduim America. Th
French Revolution of 1789 also proclaimed the rightthe people t
choose hose who will rule them and since that revolutielections ant
even plebiscites based on universal suffrage hasne a familia
feature of French lif

For a very long time, Britain practiced a system representativ
democracy in which only a fe— namely those who had enough prope
or wealth— were allowed to participate in electing the inchegly
powerful parliament. In 1918, however, Britain agnized the right ¢
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all adult males to vote. Ten years later in 1928, women'’s suffrage
was irtroduced.

Other countries in Europe, Asia and the Americasnstollowed the
example of America, France and Britain so thath®/eénd of the secor
world war in 1945, virtually all independent couesr of the worlc
proclaimed their commitment to onerm of representative democracy
the other. When the colonies in Asia and Africasoalgainec
independence from alien rule, they adopted demaocritrms of
government although in many cases, democracy ealgnhtgave way tc
military rule and on-party dictatorship.

Look for as many dictionaries and introductory $e@h government ar
politics as you can find and write down the defomtof democracy i
each of them.

Discussion on See whether there are any contradictions in all deénitions of
Activity democracy you have been able to find includire one provided in thi
section.

Pos your own preferred definition of democraog cours forum at Ul
Mobile Clas. Your definition should not be more than a parphrar 8C
words.

2.3 Varieties of Democracy

In the lastsection (2.2) we spoke of two broad types of democr
governments, namely direct democracy and inc democracy. In this
section we shall not only examine the essential featuresdliiact anc
indirect democracy, but also disss two other si-types of democracy
namely liberal democracy and social democi

2.3.1 Direct democracy

This is the original meaning of democracy as aesgsof government
Under direct democracy, the right to make politidetisions is exercise
directly by the whole body of citizens acting under mdares o
majority rule. Thus, the essential characteristidirect democracy is tr
direct participation of citizens or a majority d¢fein in governmen As
we noted earli, Greek democracy as praed in the small Greek ci
state of Athens during the" century B.C. was the closest aoximation
to direct democracy

2.3.2 Representative Democracy

This is also known as modern or indirect democratlyis a form ol
democratic government where zens exercise their right to take par
the affairs of government through representativexsen and responsik
to them. As we observed while discussing the hstbdevelopmenof
democracy in the last sect, modern societies are very large onnd
the greater the number of people involved, the leemningful an
possible their direct participation in governmentThus, nodern
democracy, unlik direct democracy, is based on representation r
than participation of the people in government. e people who are
governed are not the same people who govern. altsbé the peopl
directly making laws or policies themselves, thiacerepresentatives

| 15
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legislators to do so for them. An important featwf representativ
democracy is therefore e right of the people to elect those who !
govern them and the regular conduct of such eles

2.3.3 Liberal or Constitutional Democracy

Democracy is also understood, particularly in cdaatof North Americi
and Western Europe, to mean a form ofvernment usually
representative democracy, where the powers of gowent are exercise
within a framework of constitutional restraints. heBe constitution:
restraints or checks are designed to protect cegalitical rights of
citizens — such as fredom of speech, religion and association f
arbitrary interference by the government. Thusa iliberal democrac
there are limits on what the government may dothadjovernment doe
not control or even largely influence such insigos as the mis media,
religious groups and pressure groups. In stthe liberal democrati
government operates at the margin of social ag.

2.3.4 Social Democracy

This is a form of government which regardless ofthier or not it i
democratic in any of the lee senses abovends to minimize social al
economic differences among citiz.z  This type of democrat
government has had the greatest influence in Rumsdé the othe
socialist countries of Western Europe. Usuallgoaernment of socic
democracywould intervene actively in the economy or evenuas=
direct control of it in order to ensure that res@msrare evenly distributt
among various groups in society and that citizeaspeovided with basi
needs such as employment, education, elect water supply housin
etc. Social democracy is based on the princip& the right of th
people to elect those who will govern them willrheaningless unless
is accompanied by the right of citizens to haveam &ccess to tr
economic resources society.

There ar four varieties of democratic government, namelyedti
indirect, liberal and social democracy. What are tifferences an
o’ similarities among these varieties of governme
Reflection What would you consider tce the relative advantages and disadvant
Allow 10 minutes of direct and indirect democrac

Write down your answer clearly and concis

You may se Political Ideologies, pages 104 — 1L eo P. Baradat and
Rodee and others, Introduction to Political Scienmage 5 — 36 for
further notes

o ITQ Define liberal democracy?

It a democracy where the powers of governmentxeecesed withir
a framework of:

A. constitutional restraints.

B. by the principle of majority rule.

C. by the king.

D. by the representatives of the people.

Feedback on ITC
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B

The correct answer was A

It was not B because it is not democracy by majatite of face
to face democracy

It was not C because it is not a monarchical gawemnt where
the king has absolute power

It was not D because the representatiglesnot rule by their
whims and caprices

2.4 Principles of Democracy

Democracy, as we have observed, is more than aochethgovernment
It also embodies a set of ideas or principles. &oifnthe princples or
ideas of democra are:

Social contract the belief
that government should be a
contract between the people

and the governing body.

Rights a power or privilege
possessed by a particular
person by virtue of law. Each
right that an individual
possesses usually relates to a
corresponding legal duty
imposed on another. For
example, when a person
owns a home and property,
he has the right to possess
and enjoy it free from the
interference of others, who
are under a corresponding
duty not to interfere with the
owner's rights by trespassing
on the property or breaking
into the home.

a

Political power comes from the people and goverrtminis
therefore legal or legitimate only by the consdrthe governed.
In order to justify this principle fopopular sovereignty, ear
democratic theorists argued that in the past pebplk come
together and agreed to establish a governmentgudate thei
common affairs and enhance their collective segcu This
agreement was called tB®cial Contractand it was regarded
the source of the authority of the governmr

Another principle of democracy is the belief tHad individual is
of major value or importance in society and thathias som
rights that are inalienable and fundamental or that car
taken away without the due process of law. Théts to life,
freedom of association and speech are commonlydedas th
most important of these rights. Other democraghbts include
the rights to property, employmerand financie support in old
age, education and other soeicenomic benefit

Another principle of democracy is the idea thatheadividual is
basically equal to all other individuals and, tliere, that nc
human being is more human than the other. Howévemprecist
meaning of this equality is uncertain. While sod&mocrits
argue that people are equal in all ways, otherseatbat while
people have the same fundamental human rights tliégr
widely in such qualities as intelligence and bussi@genuity

Lastly, all democrats share the idea that men asically
rational and that they should therefore be giverola m the
activities of government or in the process of étecbr choosing
the government.

\
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Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study session, we have tried to clarify the meamihdemocrac

as wil as trace its historical development. Althougincracy is a ver

controversial term, it can adequately be understasda method ¢

government ar a set of ideas grinciples. Historically, democracy fir

developed in Ancient Greece where it tohe form of direct or ‘tow

meeting democracy’. But modern democracy developedmerica,

France and Britain and as it is widely practicedatg it is the indirect ¢

representative type oemocracy in which peoplgerticipates by electing
representaties to do so for them.

A democratic system of government can take the fafremy one or mor
of the following varieties of democracy: direct dmracy, indirect o
representative democracy, liberal democracy andalsatemocracy.
Direct democracy is bad on the direct participation of the people
government and is hardly possible in modern timé&ost democrati
systems in the world today take the form of repmestese democracy
Liberal democratic regimes are those operatingiwitéstraints impced
by the constitutional guarantee of certain rights citizens and ar
common in countries of North America and WestermoBa. Socia
democratic governments seek to meet the econoredsngf the majorit
of citizens and are usually to be found amche socialist countries
Eastern Europe including Russia. As a system efadd democrac
embodies principles that emphasize popular sovergidiuman rights
human equality and human rationa

Assessment

Q)

Self Assessment

Now that you have cometed this study session, you can assess how
you have achieved its Learning Outcomes by ansgehase question
Write your answers in your Study Diary and disctissm with youl
Tutor at the next Study SuppcOnline Meeting. You carcheck your
ansvers with the Feedbacks on the Se#isessment Questions at the
of this Manua

SAQ 2.1 (tests Learning Outcome 2.1)
How will you define democracy?
SAQ 2.2 (tests Learning Outcome 2.2 & 2.3)

Explain two types of democra@nd briefly explain how eackf
them evolved.
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Study Session 3

Monarchical Absolutism

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

In this study session, you will be exposedaime of the most importa
ideas in political though monarchical absolutismWe will discuss the
nature of monarct as a political institution, and also revi the theory of
monarchical absolutism as expounded by Thomas Hx

When you have studied this session, you shouldlgeta

= define anduse correctly the key words printed bold. (SAQ 3.1)

= trace the historical development of monhy as a politica
institutior. (SAQ 3.1)

= discuss the ideas of the theory of monarchical absolutignt lomas
Hobbes (SAQ 3.2)

3.1 The Development of Monarchy as a Political Institut  ion

Monarchy a form of
government with undivided
rule or absolute sovereignty
by a single person, usually
holding such authority by
birthright.

Monarchy refers tothe rule of one magnand monarchical absolutis
refers to the idea that the monarch should exerebsolute o
unrestricted powers over his subjects. UsL monarchy takes the for
of a hereditary system of rule in which successsoby inheritance ¢
blood descer

The monarchical systenf rule can be traced back ancient times and
was particularly popular eong the Teutonic tribes (peo who lived in

nortr-western Europe in former times). Among early it theorists

monarchy was also considered the best of all plessibrms of

government. For instancePlato argued that power in a good syster

government should be concentrated in the han a ‘philosopher-king’

or a knowledgeable monar

Initially, ancient kings were elected by tribal omils. Gradually, th:
kings began to suggest those who should succeed dhd the council
approved these people without opposition or csftici In tle course of
time, kings began to choose their successors witlsonsulting the
councils. By the late sixteenth century, suppsrtef the monarch
started to use the theory of the divine right ofgs to justify the powel
of the monarch. According this theory, God had personally chosen
king to rule and opposition to the king was therefopposition to Go

Much of the history of Europe between the sixteerghtury and th
early twentieth century was dominated by a strughéween thi
defendes of monarchy and the advocates of democracy wimufad
system of government controlled by the elected esgmtatives of th
people. So bitter was this struggle that in 1&rbagreement known

the Concert of Europe was signed among the king&urope under
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which they resolved to perpetuate the absolute afléhe monarcl
despite mounting popular pressures for democrablonetheless, th
forces of democracy remained steadfast and byrtietthe First Worlc
War, monarchy had been eliminatec an important olitical institution
in Europe

With respect to Africa, most of the |-colonial monarchical systems h
their powers reduced when the colonial masters éwhrmver powero
new and modern political elite at independe

There are some couies in the world today that have retained t
monarchical institutions. Great Britain, Swederenbark, Holland
Norway, Morocco and Saudi Arabia are just a fewwfh countries. It i
important to note however that most of the pre-day monarchie have
no governing functions at all. For example, in &@rBritain today, th:
king or queen occupies a merely symbolic or cereahquosition. He o
she merely performs such ceremonial functions sashreading th
government’s legislative programme ahe beginning of a ne
parliamentary term, approving the laws made byigragnt and callin
for elections when the government decides it iettmseek the people
mandate

In Europe generally, those monarchies that have\vad to the presel
day are hose that accepted the democratic revolution aaatdnsequer
reduction in their powers. In countries like Frarand Russia where t
monarchies refused to accept political democrabg, institution o
monarchy was completely wiped out after very dy revolutions in
which the monarch, his family and loyal supporigese killed

o ITQ Which of the following statement is fa.

A. Monarchydeveloped from ancient times as a syster
rule supported by tribal councils.

B. The power of the institution o monarchy was
strengthenedly the theory of the divine right of king

C. Most present-day monarchies ptayemonie role.

D. In Europe generally, themonarchies that have surviv
to the present dawere those tharesisted reduction in
their powers.

Feedback on ITQs answers

Only D is false. In fact, it is onlynonarchies that accepted a v
substantial reduction in their powers thadve survived to th
present day Others who resisted democracy were comple
annihilated.

3.2 Thomas Hobbes and the Theory of Monarchical

Absolutism

The most famous exponent of monarchical absolutisas Thoma:
Hobbes (158¢— 1679). He developed his ideas in England durit
period in which conflict between the parliament andnarchy led to
civil war in which the ronarchy was violently overthrown before it v
later restored after eleven years of army contrédobbes therefor
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developed his ideas which were published in thekbbeviathan tc
justify the restoration of the English monar¢

The most important feate of Thomas Hobbes idea is that unlike n
supporters of the institution of monarchy during time, he rejected tt
theory of the divine right of kings. Rather, Hobbargued that tr
absolute powers of the monarch came from the pebpbteigh a soci
contract.

According to Hobbes, man was naturally and basicall aggressiv
creature. Before the making of a social contrabictv enthroned th
monarch, man lived in a state of nature in whicbpbe acted as the
wished and pursued their selfisherests without any concern for 1
interests and security of others. Each man wascime and committe
every kind of falsehood or violence in order tovemt himself fron
being harmed by anott. Also, according to Hobbesf any two men
desire the ame thing, which nevertheless they cannot bothyerfey
become enemies and endeavour to destroy or subduarmther’. Th
state of nature was therefore ‘a war of all agaalbt it was full of
conflict and without peace and could only lead tbitrary death.
According to Hobbes, the life of man in a statenafure was ‘solitary
poor, nasty, brutish and sh

Hobbes however argued that men in spite of theiurah greed an
aggression, were rational and could reason with e#ter in order tend
the insecurity and chaos of the state of naturen Merefore entered in
a social contract or agreement with each other hichvthey agreed 1
submit themselves to the authority of a monarcteiarn for the securit
and order to be provided bhe monarch. Each man therefore laid di
his right of selprotection and is contented with the security which
monarch would provide for him and his colleaguéiss after this socie
contract that human beings are really able to lieasonably ar
comfortably; it is only after this contract that,ascience, morality, lav
peace antranquillity are able to develop.

Under the contract, the monarch’s only obligationhie people is to ket
order and maintain peace and only if he failedd@ad cin the people rise
against him. Other than the provision of order aadurity, the peopl
had no rights to claim against the monarch. Ondtier hand, th
monérch exercises absolute powefor Hobbes, monarchical absoluti
was the price people hao pay for the movement from the chaos of
state of nature to a civilized society of order aadurity.

Despite Hobbes’ argument that the monarch shoujdyeabsolute
powers, he was very unpopular among the defendarsoarchy or th
monarchists. This should not surprise you. While the defendeafr
monarchy believed that the king’s authority arogeatly from God'’s
will, Hobbes argued that the authority of the mohacame from th
pele through a social contra

o ITQ Highlight what you think is peculiar fthomas Hobbe theory
of monarchical absolutism.
Feedback on ITQs answel

e We don't know exactly what yoldentified, but you
probably thought of the following:
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Activity 3.1
Allow 10 minutes

Discussion

1. Hobbes argued that the absolute powers o
monarch arose fro a social cctract among the
people; and

2. Hobbes believed that monarchical absolutism
the price people had to pay in order to escap

solitary, poor, nasty brutish and short’ life iretbtate
of nature.

1. Study these materialedt comes with your course manua
access more information on
A. The Nature of the State and the Relation betweeisthte
and the Individual | (Appendix Ainked hery).
B. The Nature of the State and the Relation betweeisate
and the Individual Il (Appendix Binked hery).
2. As you study the materials, try to
A. Examine Machiavelli's thesis that the ‘end justfighe
means” in the action of rulers.
B. Examine the social contract theory of John L«
C. Review how Hobbes conceivtee state of Natur

Pos your findings in Activity 3.1 on course foruat Ul Mobile Class.
Your response should not be more than a paragnaB words on eac
of the question

Study Session Summary

/o7

Summary

In this Study session, we have trieddefine Monarchical absolutisras
anidea that the monarch should exercise absoluten@stricter powers
over his subjectsMonarchy as a political institution developed fr
ancient time, and was subsequently estgthened especially in t
sixteenth century when the theory of the divinétig kings claimed th:
the monarch was chosen by G

Thomas Hobbes was the most famous exponent of clinat
absolutism in that he argued in his book, Leviaththat thi monarch
should exercise absolute powers over his subjddthbes, however, d
not believe in the divine right of kings by arguititat the monarch’
absolute powers came from the pec
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Assessment

TMA 3.1 Examine Machiavelli’s thesithat the ‘end justifies the mear
in the action of rulers.

TMA 3.2 Examine the social contract theory of John Lt

Make a summary of your findings, and send youraesp to your tutc
Assignment at Study Session 3 Assignment Page on Course W

Bibliography

Textbooks Read page 52 of Baradat's Political Ideols and pages 31 and 32 o
Rodee’s Introduction to Political Science for ambatil information or
the institution of monarch

For a very interesting discussion of the ideas lbbrilas Hobbes re:
pages 5~ 66 of David Thompson'sdited book, Political Ide¢

Another interesting discussion of the ideas of Hbban be found |
pages 5~ 57 of Baradat’s book, Political Ideologi

SeeHale, J.F. (1966). “Machiavelli and the SSufficient State” in
David Thomsor Political Ideas(Penguin Books Ltd.) Pp. — 28.
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Study Session 4

Conservatism

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

In this study sessionye shall be discussing a major political philoso
in the countries of Western Europe, namely: corseswm The study
session isdivided into two sections: section one discusseshibtorica
context within which conservatism emerged whiletisectwo discusse
the ideas and principles associated with consermn

When you have studied this sion, you should be able

= define anduse correctly the key words printed bold. (SAQ 4.1)

= highlight the historical circumstances that gave birth toseovatisir
as a major political philosopt

= identify the major principles or ideas associated conservatism as
a political philosophy

4.1 The Development of Conservatism

Conservatism a
systematic.

Anarchy term often used to
describe a state of disorder

due to absence or

nonrecognition of authority;
but as a political idea, it
actually refers to advocacy for
absence of government and
absolute freedom of the

individual.

The English philosopher, Edmund Burke (17— 1797), was the most
famous philosopher cconservatism It was not until Burke wrote h
famous work, Reflections on the Revolin in France, that conservatis
became a very important philosophy in the West.th&stitle of Burke’s
work suggests, the French Revolution (1789) wasmportant factor ir
the development of conservatism. Indeed, the Br&wmsvolution was th
most impatant single influence on the development of covesiism as «
political philosophy. In his work, Burke condemndbe Frencl
revolutionaries for assassinating a legitimmonarch, estroying the
nobility, undermining religion, and breaking the/adty of citizens to the
government. In short, Burke resented the Frenclolugonaries fol
destroying existing traditions and institutions @hihad survived fc
centuries. Burke feared that the French Revolutonld turn into tota
anarchy which would crea conditions for the rise of arbitrary a
violent dictatorship and that this new dictatorshipuld spread to the re
of Europe

Apart from the French Revolution, two other everitshe 1{th century
also helped to give birth to conservatism. These the Industrial
Revolution which introduced man to new and soptattid technologit,
and theEnlightenment, which made reason rather than tradithe mos
important guide to human cond.

In reaction to these three forces of change inliBihcentury — The
French Revolution, the Industrial Revolution and Enlightenmer—
Conservatism emerged as a philosophy which emmtastability
rather than change, and tradition rather than rea:
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Tip

o ITQ Which of the following events influenced t
development of conservatism?

A. The French Revolution
B. The Glorious Revolution
C. The Industrial Revolution
D. The Enlightenment

Feedback on ITQs answel

e Options A,C & D are correct. If you choose B, yae
wrong. In fact, conservatism as idea started as a res|
to events in the 18th century:

We will identify the major ideas associated with consesw: in the next
section

4.2 Principles of Conservatism

The following are some of the major ideas or pples asociated with
conservatisn

4.2.1 The Limited Capacity of Human Reason

Conservatives were pessimistic about man’s abiidy improve his
condition through the use of human reason. Whié aenying the
importance of human reason, conservatives argw it is dangerous for
men to rely on it for understanding the nature aihnand the nature
society and for solution to all human problems. short, conservative
believed that human reason is an imperfect guidéhéoanalysis an
solution of man’s prblems.

4.2.2 The Importance of Traditional and Existing
Institution

Existing institutions and traditions are to be emecause they refle
the accumulated wisdom of the past. Any attempth@nge or destrc
existing practices or traditions will proce unpredictable ar
unfavourable consequences that are likely to bgreat suffering an
hardship to the people. Furthermore, a new ingiitucan never be ¢
valuable and effective as an old one. This isto@ay that conservativ
did not want canges at all. Indeed, conservatives argued thatirex
institutions and traditions must be adjusted to ecowith new
developments. Conservatives however insisted ribat institutions o
practices should be introduced after very caredfléction ancdiscussion
and in an orderly rather than abrupt mar

4.2.3 Inequality

Conservatives believed that men were naturally uakeiop most huma
gualities. These natural inequalities are resjpd@gor differences in th
properties and social status of ividuals. Hence, a person who |
greater property and status is naturally suped@niother person who h
little or no property and status. Conservativeso ahrgued that &
societies through recorded history have been ctearaed by inequalit
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andthat it will be unwise for anyone to attempt taxeéhate by force thi
inequality as the French revolutionaries

4.2.4 The Importance of Private Property

Like the classical liberals (see classical libaraliin the next cours
conservatives emphized the importance of private property.
conservatives believed that private property isnatienable right of th:
individual and that it is one of the important farst that can be used
distinguish men of high character from those of lakaractr.
Government should not interfere with private owhgrf property bu
should defend and encourage property ow

4.2.5 The Rule of Enlightenment Minority or
Aristocracy

Conservatives believed that social chaos wouldltrdsiine masses wel

allowec to rule. Burke in particular argued that the -governed society
is one which the few men of ability, property anighhbirth ruled.

Ability is necessary if government is to be effitie Property is a

important qualification for rulership becausf those who do not ow

property assume leadership, they are likely tongiteto deprive th

wealthy of their property and thus disrupt societyHigh birth of

membership of the aristocracy or the mir-class is important because

makes the ruler senive to his heritage and to the established traus

of society. People who are lower on the sociale- who are of low
birth, and do not have the ability or property ddowillingly submit to

the rulership of those who are higher on the sedale

4.2.6 Respect for Religion

Conservatives believed in the value of religion amd¢he moral cod
which religion provides. According to the consémes, stability ir
society must rest ultimately on man’s faith in Goual on his willingnes
to obey God’ commandments. The many problems of human exis
can be solved not by the use of human reason breljayng on God an
religion.

4.2.7 Representative Democracy

Conservatives did not oppose a democratic systerrulef in which
people will choose who 'l rule them. Burke, in particular, argued t
the elected parliament was the proper governingh@gef England.
Burke, however, did not believe that the MembePafliament should k
bound by the wishes of those who elected him. Hged that whil

legislators should always consider the wishes o$¢hwho elected the
in making decisions, they should not let such wsspeevent them fror
exercising their better judgement. As Burkes it ‘while a member of
the legislature ought to give a greakeight to the wishes of h
constituents, he ought never to sacrifice to thesruhbiased opinion, h
mature judgement and his enlightened conscie

In this study sessigrwe identified seven principles of conservatisna
philosophy. Wich of these principles are in your opinion, readne
and acceptable? Which of them would you considefaiu and
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Discussion

unacceptableWhat are theeasons for your answi? Post your response
at eclass forum.

Study Session S ummary

Conservatism developed a reaction to three forces of change in th"
century — the French Revolution, the Industrial Revolutiond atie
Enlightenment.  Its leading exponent was Edmund k&uwhose
philosophy of conservatism was particularly infloed by what h
regarded as e excesses of the French Revolution. Among thasidg
principles associated with conservatism as a pbyplog are: limitec
capacity of human reason, importance of traditiand institutions, th
natural inequality of men, the importance of prevatojerty, the rule of
the enlightened minority, respect for religion amdpresentativ
democracy

Assessment

Assignment

TMA 4.1 Conservatives are in the habit of revering the @zus,
but a founding is an unconservative acti Discuss
TMA 4.2 The ®ven principle of conservatism is valid. Tru
False

Post yourresponse tocourse forum for Study Sessior on Course
Website

Bibliography

Textbooks

You will find a very good discussion of the French Revolutiorpages
263— 268 of Samuel Finers'sothparative Governme!

For more facts about the principles or ideas aasettiwith conservatisr
read pages 7— 77 of Baradat's Politicdteologie; pages 106 — 109 of
Rodee and othe and Intoduction to Political Sciencipages 118 — 129
of David Thanpson (ed) Political Ideas.
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Study Session 5

Classical Liberalism

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

In this study session, we witliscuss a tradition of political ideas kno
as classical liberalis. The study session wivided into two sections
Section one discusses historical development of classical liberali
and section two discusses its central or impogtantiples

When you have studied this session, you shouldlgeta
= define anduse correctly the key words printed bold. (SAQ 4.1)

= trace the historical development of classicaleralism in medieval
England

= highlight the central principles of classical liberali:

5.1 The Development of Classical Liberalism

Liberalism refersto a
particular set of ideas which
focus on the attainment of
greater freedom (i.e. liberty)
for all men and women.

Liberals people who
support idea and practices
that permits and deepens
fundamental freedom and
rights because they belief
enjoyment by individuals is
an instrument for the
creation of a healthy and
progressive society.

Medieval period atime
between the 5th to 15th
century.

Liberalism refers to those sets of ideas and policies thae lasvthei
common aim, greater freedomliberty for individual men. Liberals all
over the world support |licies that permit the free expression
individual personality because they believe thaat tlexpression i
valuable not only to the individual but also to Huoxiety

Classical liberalisir refers to that version of liberalism that was f
developed i England in themedieval period It is to be distinguishe
from modern or ne-classical liberalism (to be discussed in the istudy
sessio) which is largely a phenomenon of the nineteemtth wventietk
centuries

Classical Liberalism ‘ Modern Liberalism

Started in the medieval period ‘ Started in 19th centu

As already pointed out, classical liberalism depelb in medieve
England. During this period, men suffered undex thctatorship o
absolute monarchy and the church. Men lost faittheir ovn abilities
and looked heave~ward to God for the solution to the many problerh
human existenc

Gradually, however, the use of scientific methadaake improvemen
in man’s material existence led people to begidegeelop confidence i
their ability to solve many problems which they had previoustyne
with little complaint. People began to concludattif technologica
problems could be solved through the use of huneasan, the san
could be done with social and political problen&hey bega to attack
monarchical government and the church as institatiwhich prevente
the development of man’s alties and abused human digr
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O In particular, liberals argued that government waed if it was
given too much power and, therefore, tthe less power of tf
= government the beti.

—

The revolution which took place in England in 1, otherwise called the
Glorious Revolution, was the first liberal revobrtiin human history
The Glorious Revolution was the ¢product of a long struggleetween
the king and parliament for dominance in England.he reigninc
monarch in this period, King James |l (16— 1688) who was a catholi
exercised absolute powers in spite of protests ftoenparliament and
number of nobles. In June 1687, a gi of English nobles sent ¢
invitation to King William of Orange, the ruler dflolland and the
husband of Mary Stuart, daughter of James I, soue England from tt
tyranny of King James Il. William accepted theiiation and came t
England with a snll army. William was so popularly received
England that James Il fled to Franc

o ITQ Classical liberalism developed in an atmosphere
political and religious dictatorship as well as engral
lack of faith in man’s abilitiesTrue / false

Feedback on ITQs answe
* The statement is true.

Before allowing William and Mary to ascende throne jointly as th
monarchs of England, the parliament adopted a dentinthe Bill of
Rights that limited the power of the English kinghe bill guaranteed tt
parliament, acting as the representatives of tloplpe the right to hol
free electios, to meet regularly, to make known their viewsvanous
issues to the king and to make laws. The king weats allowed tc
suspend any law made by parliament and was pravdrien levying
taxes or keeping a standing army in p~time without the appral of
parliamenti

The Revolution of 1688 was thus a major revolutiothat it led to majo
changes in English government but was practichliyodless hence, tt
label:  “The Glorious Revolution”.  Modern Britislyovernmen
developed from this revolun. The powers of the monarchy w
steadily reduced until the monarch stopped playangactive role i
government and was replaced by a p-minister elected forr
parliament. This, in short, is the story of thestfiliberal revolution ir
human histor.

o ITQ Which of the following was themajor political
expression of the determination of men to resig
political and religious dictatorship which restmihthe
free expression of individual freedc

A. The French Revolution
B. The Industrial Revolution
C. The Enlightenment

D. The Glorious Revolution
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Feedback on ITQs answe

e Thecorrect answer is D. Options A,B & C were invalg
the focus of the question is andividual freedom i.e.
liberalism and not just an attempt to wipe off dose
monarchism.

5.2 Princ iples of Classical Liberalism

In the previous section, we discussed the circumst that led to tF
development of classical liberalism. In this saxtiwe shall identify th
major ideas or principles associated with clasdibatalism and classic.
liberals

5.2.1 Human Reason

The most important principle of classical liberaligs faith in humai
reason. Classical liberals were optimistic abdw &bility of humar
beings to solve their problems or improve theilsttice through the u
of human rason.

5.2.2 Natural Laws

Classical liberals believed that just as there vasientific laws so als
there were certain rules of nature governing huomarduct that could k
discovered through the use of human reason anidegatilto improve
human existen.. These rules were called natural |

5.2.3 Natural Rights and Liberties

Classical liberals argued that Natural Law guaraht® each individus
certain rights that could not be legally taken awstyout due process
law. John Locke (163— 1704) hstory's leading classical liber:
identified three of these rights, namely, the rigkd life, liberty anc

property
5.2.4 Equality of all Individuals

The principle of individual equality was very impamt in classice
liberalism. Classical liberals gued that no individual is more hum
than the next or had greater claim on life, libeatyd property tha
anyone else. The argument here was not that afilpevere equal in a
ways. Classical liberals recognized that peoplailccodiffer in
intelligence, physical ability and so on. Classical liberhloweve
insisted that in spite of differences in humanighilall people had th
same natural right

5.2.5 Importance of Private Property

We have pointed out that John Locke identified éhnatural ights of
man namely: life, liberty and property. He and maother classice
liberals attached great importance to the righirteate property becau:
of two reason:

* They argued that possession of private propertynad people
to provide for themselgeand their families the basic necessi
of life. Once they were able to satisfy these dascessities
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man could turn to the task of developing their alatar or huma
gualities. In short, the possession of privatepprty frees me
from the pressres of daily survival thereby allowing them
develop their human qualities.
 The classical liberals alsargued that private property is

extension of man’s personality. They argued thiatmwpeople
applied their labour to produce or acquire privaroperty, they
transferred something of themselves into it. Tiees private
property is important because it embodies the patiy of its
owner.

5.2.6 Economic Liberty or Free Enterprise
Economy

Classical liberal economists like Adam Smith andiiB«Ricardo argued
for the extension of liberalism teconomic sphere. They argued that

production of goods and services should be lefirieate individuals an

groups whose activities will be regulated by impeed markeforces i.e.
the forces of siply and demand. The government should not inte

with the market forces because such interventidikedy to hamper fre:

competition and efficiency in the production of ge@nd service

5.2.7 Government as Defender of Private
Property

In line with the importance which they attached to private piyp
classical liberals argued that a primary functidngovernment was t
defend or protect men’s right to private propert@overnment cann
therefore take away the private property of anvialdial except when it is
very clear that a man’s possession of propertyhaaspered the natur
rights of anothe

5.2.8 Parliamentary Rule

Classical liberals argued that people should besiged by parliamer
elected by citizens who owned property and werrefore free from the
ordinary pressures of survival (see principle Eivellhose elected &
parliament are representatives of the people amy should tak
decisions which reflect the preferences or intsredtthe people wh
elected then

5.2.9 Suprema cy of Parliament over the
Monarchy

Classical liberals argued that parliament which thasdirect agent of tt
people should exercise more powers than the moypardéhdeed, the'
argued that the parliament should decide on peligikile the monarc
shoulc execute or carry out the directives or policiepafiiament

5.2.10 Right of Rebellion

Classical liberals argued that government shoulkdemdéecome mor
powerful than the people it serves. All just posvef government wel
given to it by the peoplend the government should serve the pe
rather than the people serving the government. céleir governmen
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Activity

Allow 20 minutes

tried to oppress the people or to interfere too muctheir affairs, ther
the people had the right to remove that governraedtto create aew
one that would serve them bet

Read pages 5 65 of Bardat's Political Ideologies for ma discussion
of the priniples of classical liberalismSee also the article on Ja
Locke on pages 6— 80 of David Thompson’s Rtical Ideas as well a
the section on classical liberalism on pages 63 @&hdf Rodee an
others, Introduction to Political Sciet.

As you study the materials, try identify any additional two or moi
principles that you think are related to clasd liberalism

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

Classical liberalism developed in medieval England achieved a maj

success in 1688 when the Glorious Revolution putrahto monarchic:

absolutism in England. The major principles asdediawith clasical

liberalism are: faith in human reason, natural la&tural rights an

liberties, equality of individuals, importance ofriyate property

economic liberty, government as defender of privateoperty,

parliamentary rule, supremacy of parliament ovonarchy and right of
the people to remove an oppressive govern

Assessment

Assignment

TMA 5.1 Historically, to what extent did the ideology oéssica
liberalism contribute to common goc

Send your response to your tutor at Study Sessidforem Page on
Course Websit

Bibliography

Textbooks

For more information on the development of clagdibaralism and th
‘Glorious Revolution’ read pages 57 and 58 of L&aradat’'s Politica
Ideologies

C. Rodee, T. Anderson, C. Christol and T. Gri: (19760.Introduction
to Political Scienc Tokyo: McGraw-Hill.

L.P. BaradatPolitical Ideologies: £979).Their Origins and Impar New
Jersey: Prenti-Hall.

Maurice Cranston: ‘John Locke and Government bydsgati in David
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Thompson (ed) (1984Political IdeasPenguin.

Study Session 6

Modern Liberalism

Introduction

In this study sessianwe are going to discuss the circumstances thabl

the development of modern liberalism as a traditbddrideas separa

from classical liberalism as well as timajor principles or idee

ass(ciated with modern liberalismAccordingly, thestudy session is
divided into two sections. Section one deals wite teasons for tt

development of modern liberalism and section twthwhe principle:

as®ciated with model liberalism.

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta

= identify the reason or circumstances that influenced thelopment
of modern liberalisn

= highlight the major principles and ideas associated with mrc

Learning Outcomes . .
liberalism

6.1 Reasons for the Development of Modern Liberalis m

Liberalism particular set  In the late nineteenth and early twentieth censyradassical liberalis
of ideas which focus onthe  gnq the jdeas and policies closely associated iwitfere progressivel
attainment of greater df d Whl I . I Ib I . a E | r
freedom (i.e. liberty) for all  Modified. ile classical liberalism was essehtiabn nglis
men and women. phenomenon, modern or r-classical liberalism has been prominent

only in Great Britain, but also in Europe, tUnited States and to sor

extent, almost everywhere in the modern world. Waators were

responsible for the development of modern libenat

6.1.1 Need to Extend the Gains of Classical
Liberalism to Lower Classes

The success of classical liberalisad brought a number of privileges
the middl-class or property owners. But the same privilegigsnot
adequately cater for the interests of the poor waedk, particularly
peasants, workers, women and children. The negutowide effective
liberty for these underprivileged groups seemed to requinedification
of classical liberal theor

34 |



Study Session 6 Modern Liberalism 4

6.1.2 The Need for Liberalism to Accommodate
New Theories of Man and Society

The 1¢" century witnessed the development of new theorigaam anc
his relationstp to society such as socialism and democracy. afsts
and democrats, for example, argued that if govemimas based on tt
consent of the people then it was only reasondategovernment shou
use its powers to improve the conditions of theamty of people who
remained poor and exploited. Liberalism could igniore these ide¢
and had to embrace them in order to retain its éormevolutionary
characte

6.1.3 The Need to Abandon Individualism

Classical liberal theory had tended to emphashe individual as an
isolated human being and to ignore the extent aéraction an
interdependence among people. The growth of cities expansion ¢
industry and the development of wcwide commerce made tl
emphasis of classical liberalism on ividualism outdated. To cope wi
these developments, liberalism had to be less imhaiistic and mor
socially-oriented.

6.1.4 Realization that Government Action was
Necessary to Promote liberty among the Under -
Privileged

Classical liberalism sought limit the powers of government in order
promote the liberty of the individual. But in thineteenth and twentie
centuries, it became increasingly obvious thatath&ence of governme
regulation had led to the oppression of the majdmt the fewprivileged
property owners. The system of private ownersliiproperty withou:
government regulation seemed to concentrate wealtthe hands c
fewer and fewer people and to impoverish the migjofVages were ke|
low, hours of work were long and wen and children were exploited.
became obvious that government had to intervenmttoduce socie
reforms that would help the poor and weak to achtbeir liberty

Given these factors, it was not surprising thafras the early
twentieth cntury, modern liberalism became a most powe
influence on governments. Indeed, in virtuallycallintries of th
world today, government intervention in social li@s become
major means through which citizens are given greapgportunity
for seltdevelopment.

o ITQ Identify at least two factors that could lead tov@zhcy
of modern liberalism?

Feedback on ITQs answe

We don't know what you exactly identified, but ydist

may include of at least two of the followi

» the need to extend the gains of lalism to the poor
and exploited

» the need to accommodate new theories of mar
society
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* the need to make liberalism less individualistid
more socially oriented

» realization that government action was necessa
promote liberty among the poao

6. 2 Princip les of Modern Liberalism

In the previous section, e discussed the reasons for the developme
modern liberalism. In this section, we shall idignthe major ideas c
principles associated with modern liberali

6.2.1 Government as a supporter and pr omoter
of Liberty

Modern liberals believe that government should tpksitive steps t
maximize happiness in society by improving sociahditions in the
society and helping disadvantaged individuals amaligs to overcom
their problems. Modern libeis therefore argue that government shq
undertake policies designed to make facilitiesdaaation, housing ar
health available to a greater number of people thefore. In short
modern liberals argue that government should assesponsibility fol
the material well being of citizens, majority of arh are weak an
exploited

6.2.2 Rejection of Natural Law

Most modern liberals do not believe in the coneadptatural law. The
believe that there were no eternal or unchangifegsnn nature by whic
people should govern their conduct. The valuenyf policy or law in
society, they argue, should only be measured bytheunt of happine:
it brings to the majority of people or the socias/a whole. Therefore,
good policy or law is one that bris the greatest happiness to the gre.
number of peopl

6.2.3 Rejection of Free Enterprise Economy
without Government Regulation

Modern liberals believe that the philosophy of goweent no-
intervention in the economy had benefited only av fprivileged
properti-owners and led to the oppression of the weak. Nkoteerals
therefore favour active government regulation o& tBconomy o
government ownership and control of economic agtiwithat affect th
lives of the majority of the peop

6.2.4 Rejection of government activities that do
not promote human liberty

While modern liberals argue for greater governmiaitgrvention ant
action to promote liberty in the society, they di want government 1
become so powerful that it will become oppree. Government shou
only act when its action will definitely increadeetfreedom of the peog
and promote their happine
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Activity 6.1
Allow 10 minutes

6.2.5 Belief in Social Engineering

Modern liberals argue that existing institutionsuldo be adjusted ¢
modified and new institions created to increase happiness in soc
They argue that people should not only be able ¢alifp or replace
institutions that oppress them but that they shai&b be able to ¢
further by creating new institutions that will iease their hapgess.
This process of adjusting and creating institutioméncrease happine
in society is what modern liberals meant by ‘soeiajineering

Read the short excerpt beloy & answer the question that follows

Most people ave argued that given its emphasis on govern

intervention in social life to promote the welfaoé the majority of

citizens, modern liberalism is no longer liberatidras instead become

version of socialism which is an ideology that swup® governrent

ownership and control of the economy. But there, at least, thre

reasons why modern liberalism should be seen asxéension o

classical liberalism rather than a complete departitom it or a versio

of socialism. First, modern liberalismcommitted to the same goal o

free individual that guided the thinking of clasditiberals. The mear

to that goal have been changed by modern liberhts umlike classice

liberals emphasize positive government action,thatend remains tf

same. Second, the changes in method and policy usuadiycested witl

modern liberalisn— such as provision of educational and laws protgt

women and childre— have enhanced individual freedom and libe
Third, the constitutional rights that were highvalued by classical
liberals — such a government by popular consent and the &tgisis

right to make policie— have also been supported and protecte:

modern liberal governments. In short, modern litiera has remaine

liberal and it has helped tcnrich the quality of liberalism as it w.

known by the classical libere

Do you agree with this writerCan youhighlight some of the importa
differences between classical liberalism and modlbamalism? Can you
also note areas of agreement betwthe two?

Submit your response to your tuat the course websi

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

Modern liberalism emerged because of new develofsnien political
theory and practice which made a revision of ctadsiliberalism
necessary. While the are significant differences between the two,
important to note that they share the same committeethe goal of .
free individual. Indeed, rather tt interpret modern liberalism as
departure from classical liberalism, it is be

to see itas an extension of the ideas of classical libaralis hithertc
neglected groups in socie
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Bibliography

Textbooks

For a fuller discussion of the impact of these atiter factors on th
development of modern liberalism read pages— 66 of Rodee and
others Introduction to Political Scien

For more information on the ideas and principlesnafdern liberalism
read Baradat’'s discussion of the ideas of the eadgern liberal— John
Stuart Mill (1807— 1873); Thomas Hill Green (18— 1882); and John
Dewey (1859—- 1952) — on pages 96 101 of his book, Politice
Ideologies. See also, the discussion of the idéaohn Stuart Mill ot
pages 15— 167 of David Thompson’s edited book, Political Islea\Iso,
read pages 6— 66 of Rodee and others Indiiction to Political Scien:
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Study Session 7

Fascism

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

In this study session, you will be exposed &ofairly recent politica
ideology, namely, fascism. The study session is divided into tv
section. Section one dtusses the historical conditions that gave bir
fascism while section two deals with the majdeas and principles
fascism

When you have studied this session, you shouldlgeta

= identify the circumstances or historicalnzhitions that led to th
development of fascisi
= highlight principles or ideas for which fascism is fam

7.1 The Development of Fascism

Fascism philosophy of
government that stresses the
primacy and glory of the state,
unguestioning obedience to
its leader, subordination of the
individual will to the state's
authority, and harsh
suppression of opposition.

Fascisn arose from the disappointments and frustrations fisilowed
the First World War (191« 1918) and the economic depressior
Europe durin the twenties and thirties. It was in Italy thasdsm first
developed among the countries of Europe. ltalgrigipation in Worlc
War | on the side of the Victorious Allies (Russfrance, Britain
Romania and United States) did not bring the ipated benefits. Apa
from the fact that ltaly was denied its principarritorial claims,
unemployment and inflation also weakened its ecgnonBetrayec
internationally by its Allies in the war and troedl domestically by
depressed economy, Ital political stability was seriously threatened.
October 1922, Benito Mussolini, backed by his fstsparty, threatene
to march on Rome, ltaly’s capital, and was thenitéal to assum
leadership of the country by the Italian monarcmgkVictor Emmaiuel,
who was desperate to save his throne. On assueadgrship of Italy it
October 1922, Mussolini proceeded to transformittdéan Republic intc
a personal dictatorst in which he monopolized pow

Germany, which suffered a worse treatment titaly in World War |,
faced problems similar to those of Italy. Afteetivar ended in the defe
of Germany, her territories were handed over tmégaPoland, Denma
and Belgium and Germany was ordered to pay compens# the
Victorious Allies for he destruction they suffered in the War. -~
German economy was also in bad shape as inflatidnuaemploymer
reached very high levels. As in Italy, Germangsgernal and domest
problems led to the formation of radical or extretmjroups; one
which was the National Socialist German Workers yRaot the Naz
Party, under the leadership of Hitler. In 1923tlétj encouraged k
Mussolini’s success in ltaly, attempted a coupat'etThe coup failec
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Hitler was imprisoned and the German econoiecovered remarkably
well enough to render the Nazi party politicallyreievant. Bu
Germany’s economic recovery suffered «back in 1929 when a wor-
wide economic depression took place. The Naziypagsumed it:
political activity and enjoyed incased support under Hitler who t
been released from prison. Eventually, Hitler \appointed chancellc
or Prime-Minister of Germany in January 1933 and like Mussain
Italy, he proceeded to become a political dict

With fascist dictatorships irtaly and Germany, European countries \
weak democratic institutions or depressed econobeeame vulnerab
to fascist and sel-fascist coups. Fascigtpe dictatorships emerged
Austria in 1933, in Bulgaria in 1934, and in Spairl936. But fasism
ceased to be a major political force in Europe i defeat of the tw
leading fascist countrie- Italy and Germany # the Second World We
(1937-1945).

To summarize our discussion in this section, fasalgveloped from th
crisis of World Warl and the economic hardships created by
depression of the twenties and thirties. Undehsionditions, the appe
of radical and extremist mass movements increadegiscism had tr
advantage over other movements in that it was stggbdoy the rulig
classes who were anxious not to lose their postidrascism firs
succeeded in ltaly in 1922 when Mussolini assunestiérship of th
country. This was followed by Germany and thentAasBulgaria ant
Spain in the thirties. Fascism ceased to beajor political force ir
Europe with the defeat of the two leading fascmintries— Italy and
Germany— in the Second World War.

For a very good account of the historical circumsés that led to tr
development of fascism read pag2 —98 of Jack Watson’s Success
Twentieth Century World Affairs. Read also pagé8 — 110 of Carton
Rodee and others, Introduction to Political Scieand pages 24— 248
Activity 7.1 of Baradat'’s Political Ideologie

7.2 Principles and Features of Fascism

As ¢ system of ideas and principles, fascism lackedctiteerence an
consistency associated with other systems of idées liberalism
conservatism or socialism. Nonetheless, it isiptesso highlight somq
of the most important principles and ideas asated with fascisn

7.2.1 Nationalism and Militarism

Nationalism is perhaps the most important featufe fascism.
Nationalism refers to a powerful, emotional comna@tinto a country
Fascists were very active and devoted nationalisthis nationalisn
found expression in the desire to bring other coestrinder the contr
of the fascist country. Mussolini and Hitler save tonquest and conti
of other countries as a national mission throughckvhthey coulc
increase the status and prestige of ttespective countries. The tool
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which they sought to achieve their ambitions wascaurse, war o
militarism. All the efforts of their respective watries were directed
building a powerful military industry. All sectisnof the society wet
mobilized in preparation for war. As Mussolini put‘ltadore War, Wa
is to men what child birth is to Wome

7.2.2 Totalitarianism

Totalitarianism refers to the belief that the goweent should exercis
total control over virtually all aspects of sodife. The powers of fasci:
governments covered all aspects of the lives oir tb#izens. The
church, trade unions, educational institutions,ri®ss organizations, tl
arts, the media and other social institutions vedrevithin the control o
reguation of government.

7.2.3 Centralized Economy Planning

Fascists regarded centralized economic controkasssary to check tl
effects of depression and to build a viable mijitandustry. In
Mussolini’s Italy, all major financial institutionand neéely all heavy
industrial establishments were owned by the govemim All other
forms of private economic activity were under ooenf of governmen
regulation or the other. In Germany, so extenswege the economi
controls imposed by the fascist goument that it called itself, and w
regarded by many, as socia

7.2.4 Party Rule

Fascist states were usually dominated by a singlsrparty. Nc-fascist
parties or organizations were usually declaredgdlleor suppresse
through the use of forceMajor questions of policy were decided by
topmost members of the fascist party. The fageigty usually had mar
subsidiary organs or units through which the paegched out to tF
people and mobilized them in support of the godisthe fascis
governmen

7.2.5 Personal Dictatorship

Fascism relied heavily on the dominance of a sipgleson, the leade
who demanded and was given total obedience. Tduetevas regarde
as an unfailing and infallible personality. Allrfos of propaganda ai
falsehood were used to increase the popularity ofetider. In Italy, the
Slogan was ‘Mussolini is always right’. In Germahwas ‘Hail Hitler'.

7.2.6 Terrorism and Repression

The fascist party, aided by the secret police, atper as a chie
instrumen of terror. In Italy, the fascist party undertodkettask o
punishing rebellious or a-fascist elements in ltalian society. Me
people were killed or driven into exile. One oftmany victims o
fascism in Italy was Matteoti, a socialist parliatarian who was
murdered in 1923 by fascists because he wrote la fittexd, The Fascisi
Exposed. Terrorism and repression were much madespread i
Germany than in Italy. In Germany, the fascistgaoized their ow
paramilitary units and used theunits to kill uncooperative individua
and groups including many former supporters oféflittho did not like
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his ruthlessness, socialists, communists, tradeongniand Jewis
merchants and sh-keepers.

Study Session Summary

War 1 and the economic hardships created by theedsipn of the
twenties and thirties. It was most successfultatyland Germany, ar
ceased to be a major political force with the deféahesetwo countries
in the Second World War. The principles and peBcassociated wi
fascism include: nationalism and militarism, tdeiianism, centralize
economic planning, party rule, personal dictatgrséind terrorism an
repressio.

@ We noted in thisession thatdscism developed from the crisis of Wc

Summary

Assessment

TMA 7.1 Compare the delopment of fascism in any twctates.

Forwarc your response to your tutor at Study Ses7 Assignment Page
on Course Websit

Assignment

Bibliography

Textbooks For a discussion of the principles, policies andail of fascisnread
pages 24 249 of Baradat’'s Political Ideologies and pages— 112 of
Rodee and others, Introduction to Political Scie
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Study Session 8

Anarchism : Its Meaning and
Development

Introduction

This study session will introduce you to yeto#imer body of idea
identified in political science as anarchism. Tstudy session will
explain the meaning of anarchism and highlight fleespectives th:
have developed within It will go further to outline development
within anarchism from the Iginning to recent time

When you have studied this session, you shouldlegeta:

= define anduse correctlythe key word printed ibold.
= distinguish between anarchism and other political id

= jdentify two groups into which writerof anarchism, as a body
political ideas, could be divided.

Learning Outcomes = identify the various developments in the literature on dman.

Anarchism a political We know that when you s@anarchism the first thing that comes to yo
philosophy which holds the - mjnq js: anarchy. It isindeed often the case that anarchism, wr
state to be undesirable, . 2. . . . .
unnecessary, or harmful. described a political doctrine that exposes chy, is associated wi

chaos and lack of order. In other words, the tamns are associat

with disorderly societies or entities on the veofibreaking dowr

. . It is not surprising, therefore, that writers in $t&rn Europe and Nor
Leftist socialist or

communist elements that America tend to sggest that anarchism as a political idea aroséal
seek to overthrow liberal West from the writings of disgruntled and frustdatleftist. The
regimes of the West. implication of this kind of argument is that anasch is seen to porter

something that is negative and destructi

There is a lotthat is true in this particular view of anarchismt our
level, however, you will agree with us that we neednore balance
perspective on anarchism. On this, we are surestirae of you ma
wonder whether it is possible to have a balanceavwof anrchism
which has to do with “chaos” and “disorder.” Ouplgewould be tha
that kind of opinion is in fact one of reflex. bther words, such ¢
attitude results from the fact that most of us areadybiased to that
popular definition of anarchism the religion of violence and cha As
students of political scien therefore we need to be able to see bey
that kind of definition. The question, thereforatises: What i
anarchism
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8.1 The Meaning of Anarchism

As we have indicated to you ear, anarchism could bviewed as that
body of political ideas which suggest that the lbesnh of society is on

in which there is an absence of government androthgulatory

institutions. It is important to point out, howeyéhat anarchism has |

own positive dimensions. Also, it is necessary todatk that proponen

of anarchism have not always been those on thgesirof society. |

other words, adherents have not always been theserided as havir

little or nothing to lose were society te destroyed.

Let us make the two clarifications by beginninghntite last. One poil
that is clear is that anarchism does not neceggaelach that society |
destroyed. Rather, it suggests that society waadoetter run whe
government and other gulatory institutions are abolished or, at b
have most of their regulatory powers eliming In this regard, it is cle¢
to you that it is wrong to see anarchism as theruhac of only one
particular segment of society. Take, for instarme, earler example of
Western societies, it is clear that anarchism cabedadentified only witt
socialists or other leftist write

Within Western societies, anarchism has been ifieshtwvith both leftist
writers like Pierre Joseph Proudhon and Michael uBin and
conservative writers like S.E. Parker and Henry ibakhoreau. Thi
leftist anarchists believe that since the statebe@®me an instrument
exploitation and oppression, it has to be elimiddiefore mankind ce
record meaningful progress. Oneir own part, the conservati
anarchists hinge their argument for the scrappfrip@ state on the ne
to create an environment in which each individuauld be free t
develop at his own pace according to his own gbiliccording to the
conservaties, society can best be served when each individuaft to
achieve whatever he can achieve and not when #te sbntinually
strives to narrow the gaps between individi

I am sure that, by now, you have been able to iijenthat | earlier
called he positive dimension of anarchism. For leftisarghists, thit
positive dimension emerges from their belief thavegnment does n
allow the individual to maximize the level of hisrtributions to society
By removing government, therefore, the sbling blocks on the path
the individual wishing to maximize his contributioio society wouli
have been remove In the same vein, for conservative anarchists,
positive dimension emerges from the belief thategoment hinders tr
optimal developmrnt of the individual. Positively, therefore, thess$ yol
have of government the more the opportunity foimak development c
the individual

o ITQ Anarchism could have both positive and negat
dimension. True / False

Feedback on ITQs answel

e True s correct. If you choose false, you are wrong. ¥&
it is true that anarchism could appear to pro a state of
violence and disorderliness could also emphasi focus
on the freedom and welfare of the individu
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¢

—

development ofegalitarianism ancprovision of human
rightswhich it views could be achieved by the eliminat
of regulatory authorities.

For all who uphold anarchism, the uniting theméhis need to fashic
a social system that would enhance individual-being. Whether or
not their prescription is the right medicine is anotlygrestior

8.2 The Development of Anarchism

Utopianism political
principle that is premised on
idealistic schemes of social
perfection

In the lastsession we tried to define anarchism. Nolet us examine
how the literature on anarchism has developed a¢ioe.

Like most of the other pitical ideas examined in this course, anarct
emerged as a reaction to certain developments anetgo In this
instance, the major developments were the gradtehgthening of th
state after the Thirty Years War and the IndusRiebolution

The Ttlirty Years War, which was terminated after the petreaty o
Vestphalia in 1648, led to the emergence of thaciple of the natio-
state. It marked the beginning of the modern siatere know it toda—
a territorially defined entity within whose bndaries a governme
exercised sovereignty over its inhabitants. Thaustrial Revolution
from around 1750 onward, ensured that the statédveuerge ever moi
powerful. It also ensured that certain peculiabpgms would hencefor
come up for resution in society. Such problems included how the/
wealth being created by the Industrial Revolutibowdd be distributed
Another major problem was how the evils attendaninolustrializatior—
pollution, exploitation of labour, urban squalangcieasing gap between
the rich and the po« could be removed or ameliorat

It was in the context of the increasing power @& $itate and the vario
problems atterant on industrialization that anarchism emergeda
political idea. It was not surprising, therefotbat given the hars
realities of the earlier stages of the Industri@v®ution, the earlie
proponents of anarchism tended to be socialisticth@ir writings.
Subsequent writers became more and more nihilisé@neral to bot
groups, however, is a streak of what we can utopianism. We now
examine each of these in turn. Note, however, wigaare not suggestit
that the tendencies are mutueexclusive.

8.2.1 Socialism Tendencies in Early Anarchism

It is not surprising that William Goldwin one ofdse to first write in th:
tradition that we now identify as anarchism, wrati¢hin 40 years afte
the take-off of the Industrial Revolution. Himajor argument was th
the industrial age had created tyrannical govermnmilt upon the
exploitation of man by man and unequal distributainproperty. He
therefore, saw the need to replace the state wiit Wwe called sever
voluntary arrangemes arrived at by individuals.

Another anarchist whose writings resulted from asseof revulsiol
against the emergent capitalist system of the in@lsge was Proudhor
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Writing in 1840, he condemned the economic systew made thi
famous statement tt “property is theft.” He then called for the aitioh
of the state which he saw as presiding over anstigoonomic systen
In place of the state, he also suggested the getiim of severe
independent associations that would work to deaémér auhority in
society

Yet another writer in this tradition was Kropotkiwho wrote in the las
decade of the " century. He argued that it was wrong for societpe
run in favour of those considered to be the fitteRiather, for him, th
basis of anysociety was cmperation. For him, therefore, the b
society was one run along communistic lines. lohsa society, ther
would be no division of labour or any economy based monetan
considerations. He, therefore, suggested the loesvt of the <ate in
order for that kind of society to materiali

What is common to these three early wriis a concern for ths
inequalities brought about by the Industrial Reviao and ar

expressed desire for a new, egalitarian societythis sense, tly
_ were socialistic in their writing. -
Tip William Goldwin, Proudhon & Kropotk

8.2.2 Nihilistic Tendencies in Anarchism

Let us now examine some of the anarchists who taith more
emphasis on violence in their works. This trend lemerged by th
1860s, at the height of the alienation and disamgtiin social life the
followed the maturing of the Industrial Revolutioand political
repression in Eurog

One of the early proponents was Dmitri Pisarev winote the popula
nihilist statement, th

What can be smashed must be sma:
Whatever will stand the blow is sou
What flies into smithereens is rubbi
At any rate, hit out right and left

No Harm can or will come of it.

Thus, violence became something to be worshippé@deif. By the first
decade of this century, another writer in this itrad, Georges Sore
wrote a book, Reflections of Violenceputlining in detail how thi
working class could overthrow the capitalist st¢

8.2.3 Utopian Elements in  Anarchism

So far, you have seerthe socialistic and nihilistic dimensions
anarchism. What unites these two elements, howevarview about th
possibility of a better society emerging out of théns of existing
society

In other worlds, anarchism has attemptedffer an alternative goal fc
human society better than what that society igedggnt. It not only doe
this, it also suggests means of achieving suchaa gm this manner,

offers a criticism of existing society and painke tpicture of what i
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bdieved to be a better alternative in a future dycieee from the
problems of toda

For this reason, anarchism suffers the same faddstified with all
utopian propositions. Since its proposed goalpgagently not yet il
sight, it is now judged t the means that it suggests. In ith century in
which violence has become so endemic, and in whitdérchism ha
become more and more identified with violencesihot surprising thé
people tend to frown upon and avoid violence aratehis

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

This study session informs you thénarchism is often identified as
body of ideas emanating from malcontents who predisbrder an
chaos. Howeverwe saw that anarchism rmmuch more than this. It
preaches that governmennd regulatory institutions be abolished
have their powers drastically curtailed) becausdeilieves that suc
institutions prevent the full development of theliidual. The study
session also discuss honarchism emerge@s a reaction to an apent
increase in the size and power of the state, haslajged along thre
lines that are not necessarily mutually exclusivérst, we have thos
writers who have been concerned about the ine@slif the industrie
age. Such writers were more comed with abuse of state power. Si
writers have, therefore, emphasized the need faolant overthrow o
the state. Anarchism is now judged by its met that two wrongs don
make a righ and for that, it has attracted opprobri

Assessment

Assignment

TMA 8.1 Give a brief account of the development of anam.
TMA 8.2 Discuss: “Anarchism is anarchy”

Forward your response to your tutor at Study Ses8iassignment Pag
on Course Website. You may also check course veefsitsubmissiol
date

Bibliography

Textbooks

A. Carter, (1971)The Political Theory of Anarchis, New York: Harper
& Row

G. D. H. Cole, (1954A History of Socialist Thoug: Vol.: 2: Marxism
and Anarchism, 150, 1890, New York: St. Martins.




POS212 Political Idea

G. Sore, 187¢Reflections on Violen¢c®rinceton: Free Pre

L.P. Baradat, (1979Palitical Ideologies N.J.: Prentic-Hall, Englewood
Cliffs, 1979, p. 2¢

M. S. Shatz (ed.), (1917The Essential Works of Anarchi, New York:
New York: Bantam Books

P. J. Proudhon, (1955Mutual aid: A factor of Evolution, Extendil
Horizons, Bosto.

P. Kropotkin, (1955) Mutual aid: A factor of Evdion, Extending
Horizons, Bosto.

W. Goldwin, (1946) Enquiry Concerning Political floe and it Influenc:
on words and happiness, 3 Vols., ToroiUniversity of Toronto, Pres

48 |



Study Session 9 Socialism: Its Meaning & Development

Study Session 9

Socialism: Its Meaning &
Development

Introduction

In this study sessignwe will introduce you to socialism. In the coaicf
the study sessic, attention will be focuskon the meang of the concept
and how it develope

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
= define and use correctly the key word printecbold.
= describe the elements of socialism.
Learning Outcomes = describe the intellectual history of sociam.
= identify the various brand of socialism down the centt

9.1 Elements in the Definition of Socialism

Socialism asetof politcal ~ Since thel9th century,socialism has come to be identified as tl

theories that advocates  political doctrine which insists that ownership ammhtrol of the means «
collective or State ownership

and administration of the production and distribution should be vested in twmmunity anc
means of production and utilized for all members of the mmunity. For this reason, it is no
distribution of goods. widely agreed that an accurate definition of sasmalor a socialist sta

must include at least three elements. Let us yakethrough each ¢
these elemen

9.1.1 Public Ownership and Control of the Means
of Produ ction

This is one of the required elements in the dednitof socialism.
Socialism preaches that the means of produc— capital, land and
property— should be owned and controlled jointly by the pulaind no
by private individuals. Public ownerp, as opposed to prive
ownership, is brought about in several ways, nat

a. through nationalization, in which government takesr existing
business concerns; or

b. through coeperatives, when groups of individuals are forr
and then left to control such business.

While, as stated before, public ownership is céntrahe definition o
socialism, what is still debatable is whether soaimership must be tota
Experience in this century has shown that, evercéamtries that hav
publicly identified thmselves with socialism, such public ownershij
the means of production is not total. For instardaile, in the perio
between 1958 and 1965, the share of the sociaibisin the gros
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Q

African Socialism

industrial production in China, Czechoslovakia, fHorKorea an
Yugoslavia was 100%, it was 85.7% in the German @&zatic Republic
95.5% in Hungary, and 99.5% in Bulgaria, among igtheSimilarly,
while the share of the socialist sector in the gragricultural productio
was 100% in North Korea, 99.9in the USSR 99.6% in Bulgari, it was
only 15% in Yugoslavia and 12.2% in Pole

Given all this, what you need to note at this stegy¢hat, generally
private ownership and control of the means of petida is frownec
upon in socialism. The emphasis is on ¢ ownership, even if not fu
public ownershig

9.1.2 Public Ownership and/or control of the
means of distribution

Socialism goes one step further to argue for statervention in the

distribution of the produce of society. In thigaed, socialism ugolds

the need to narrow the gap between those who hal/éhase who do n

have. The basic assumption is that there is @f-line to poverty and
that every individual should have a share of tloglpce of the society b

enough to ensure a comforte existence. In other words distribution

goods and services is not left to “market forcelwha. Rather, it i

regulated by the state in order to ensure thabésdnot lead to gro:

inequalities of consumptic

9.1.3 A Goal of bringing about an Egal itarian
Society

Socialism pledges itself to the creation of a dyce equals in whicl
there will be freedom from want. Thus, it hopesteate a new socie
based on c-operation and equality.

These are the three elements in the definition afiatism. Any
definition of socialism or a socialist experimenust) therefore, conta
the three elements. This is because socialism niateserely talk abot
the production process of the distribution of wisado produced. Rathe
socialism also talks (bringing about a new societ

In essence, a socialist state must not only plédg# to
upholding and encouraging public ownership of theans o
productior and distribution; i must equally pledge itself
the task of bringing about an eitarian society in whict
individuals would be free from material we

Some first generation Africans post independenaddes embraced tl
ideology of African socialism. Its major advocatexlude Julius
Nyerere (Tanzania), Leopc Sedar Senghor (Senegal), Ahmed Se
Toure (Guinea) Tom Mboya (Kenya), Kwame Nkrumahd@d) Modibc
Keita (Mali) etc They viewed this ideology as a device for artidaz
and solving the problems of the new states, chiitypolitical stability
and legitimacy and of economic developmeifithe ideology was als
seen as a means of asserting-alignment (neutrality) in the strugc
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between two world ideological blo— Western capalism versus Marxist
— Socialisn.

African Socialism derives from the |-colonial cultural practices ¢
Africa: deas such as the practice of communalism, egaliiarn, the
values of brotherhood and kinship and respectHerhtumanism of th
individual. The group takes precedence over anytsoparts. But i
should be nted that the practice of African socialism was @pfl It
neither improved production relations nor did ittheone equity.
Furthermore, most countries that proclaimed theweselsocialist it
Africa have since abandoned this ideology undercttrabined ressure
of civil society, Western countries and internagibfinancial institution:
and donor agencies. They have even been comptdleatiopt the
principles of liberal democracy and the accompaggiapitalist ideolog

o ITQ Which of the following is the most appropriate défon of
socialism?
A. The government of the peoplg the people and for tt
people.
B. The promotion of private ownership of means
production

C. That stresses the need for social welf

D. The need fopublic ownership and control of the mei
of production and distribution and for a state pledito
the eradication of material want.

Feedback on ITQ answers

* The correct answer was D.

* It was not A, because socialism is not democ

» It was not B becawssocialism does not promote priv
ownership of means of production.

* It was not C because socialism does not only see
social welfare of the people.

9.2 The Development of Socialism

The origin of socialism can be traced back to Feair the pr-
revclutionary period (before 1789) and to the writiny Jean Jacque
Rousseau, a French philosopher. Several of tlaes idhat later develope
into socialism are traceable to this philosog

Some of these ideas can be briefly highlightedeyTihclude
a. fears over unequal accumulation of property;
b. the idea of an organic society.

In his writings, Rousseau expressed his beliefithaas wrong for a fev
individuals to amass large amounts of property @s wcreasingl
becoming the case in the dawn ce industrial age. According to hil
great inequalities of wealth were bound to creatpally grea
inequalities in the sharing of political power. | Ahis, subsequenth
would put democratic government in jeopardy. Fan,htherefore
economic equaly was a sine qua non for political equa
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In the second sense, Rousseau expressed thethati@han was a soci
animal. In other words, man acquired his humametgs only by bein
a member of society. For that reason, human weelfans tiec
irrevocably to that of society to the extent that théividual could not br
distinguished from the whole society. For thasoeg the interests of tl
individual were identical with those of the grc

The first stirrings of violent socialism (or anaist-socialism) were
recorded in the period preceding the 1789 Freneblugon and up t
about 1797. In that period, another French wrinmel Babeuf aloni
with Louis Blangui wrote in favour of abolishingiyate property and tr
setting up of a communistate. They argued that the people would |
to be led in this fight against private property ag elite corps c
conspirators. Even after the French Revolutiorgytlitontinued t
espouse the need for their own kind of revolutidar this, Babeuf wi

arrested anwas beheaded in 1796or the next few decade*anarchist
socialisn” was eclipsed by “utopian socialism”.

o ITQ Socialism can be traced to France in the-revolutionary
period (before 1789) and to the writings of Jeaoquas
Rousseau, a French philosopher. In his writing S2eat
expressed the fear of

unequal accumulatioof property by few individual
that the society was getting richer than reqt.

that man is a social animal.

it was good for a few individuals to amass largeoam
of property.

oo

Feedback on ITQ answer

* The correct answer was A.

* It was not B, because Rousseau’s concern was &
richness of the society but the distribution of thealth of
the society.

e It was not C because his argument was on the reelit
man and in the society and not sociab

e It was D because Rousseau condemned the accumudd
large property by few individuals.

A few decades into the th century, however, anarchic socim was
holding sway again, courtesy writing of people like Pierre Jose
Proudhon and Michael Bakun Proudhon, who died in 1865, called

the abolition of property and the sti The two, according to him, we
instruments with which rulers perpetuated theirerdnd hindere
individual developmer On his part, Bakunin, who died in 18
exhorted those who were out casts in society (vaudd the
unemployed, the poor) to risegainst such a society which allowec
situation in which they could go to waste. For him such e
circumstance, there was “joy” in destruct Anarchic socialism
unleashed a vivid chain of terror while it lastéithe reactions that follo'
its methods however, ensured that its impact would be «lived since
acts like assassinations; riots and mass murdeéd oot but attract swit
and equally violent reprisals from the st




Study Session 9 Socialism: Its Meaning & Development

As we indicated earlier, the period immediatelyeaBabeuf's death ar
after the French Revolution witnessed the emergeoftteUtopian
Socialism. Among the leading proponents of thisost were Claud
Henri Sain-Simon, a Frenchman, Robert Owen, a Briton, and |E€$
Fourier, an America

The Utopians believed that it waossible to create an ideal social sys
in which egalitarianism would be the order of tla/d They, therefore
set about creating concrete examples of such sgstemeal life. Thes
experiments subsequently failed, paving the wathéoemergence,rst
of the second generation of anarc-socialists like Proudhon and, lat
to the emergence of Marx’s brand of signified sksmna

Let us make one point clear at this moment. KadrMwas not th
founder of socialisn Before him, socialism had beeunderscored by
humanitarianism, witfsocialists being driverio act by the hope th
people could treat each other in a more humane vidgreover, it wa
held that socialism was an option that people otgtadopt in order t
develop themselves and cie a better lifeHowever,Marx’s influence
was so great that he could be said to have substyaéiered the fate ¢
socialism— for good. H founded Marxism, the doctrine that will
introduced to you in the nestudy session.

After Marx, however, <cialism assumed new dimensions. First,
driving force of socialism was no longer humanéaism or concern fc
the poorper se Rather, Marx propounded a scientific socialismvhich
certain laws determined the thoughts and deedsuwfah beings wh
scientific precision. According to him, it was theaterial conditions ¢
individuals that determined their consciousnessaations. The workin
class, therefore, had to be led to develop rewaatly consciousne:
before they could be expected tttempt to change such matel
conditions ad create socialist society.

o ITQ After the death of socialists like Joseph Proudizaom
Michael Bakunin, wopian socialist insisted that it
possible to

A. unleashed a vivid chain of terror on the state whi
lasted.

B. create an ideal social system in which egalitarra
would be the order of the day.

C. called for the abdion of property and the stz

D. Exhorted those who were out casts in soc
(vagabonds, the unemployed, the poor) to rise at
such a society.

Feedback on ITQ answer

The correct answer was

* |t was not A, because was method of the anarchiiaésm but no
their goal.

* |t was not C because the abolition of the state Rrasidhon’s ide:
and not that of the utopian socialists.

e It was D because that was a method used by Bakardrive home
his ideas of socialism.
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In this regard, he helped to organize the firsti&ist Internationa

organization in 1864. This was an internationglmization of socialists
It cut across national boundaries and sought to souialists under tr

socialistbanner, subduing feelings of nationalism and seatism The

first Socialistinternational collapsed about 12 years ledue to quarrels
within it, harassment by governments, and the defkharx.

The second International organized by Marx’s frelEngels, died with
the First World War while the Third Internationalasv dominated b
Communist Russia under Sta The death of Stali and the emergence
of strong socialist parties in Western Europe &¢he Second World W
led in the 1950s to thawingin the international socialist moveme

Since then, Socialist parties in Western Europgedally Italy anc
France, have had to develop strategies peculidhdiv circumstances
They have, for instance, had to seek political poweough active
patticipation in elections, rather than by revolutionviolence. By thi
1980s, the French Socialist Party had succeedegeiting Francoi:
Mitterrand elected President of Frat

o ITQ Scientific socialism propounded Marx beliefs t

A. it was the materialconditions of individuals the
determined their consciousness and ac

B. African socialism sought to portray socialism asnb:
native to Africa.

C. that the driving force of socialism was no lon
humanitarianism or concern for the pper se.

D. in achievng political power through active participati
in elections instead of than revolution or viole

Feedback on ITQs answel

e The correct answer was A

* |t was not B, because Marx was not involved in &dn
socialism.

e It was not C because socialism urscored by
humanitarianism was before Marx.

* It was not D because Marx did not believe in pgétory
political elections.

Another development that was witnessed from the049%as the
emergence of a socialist movement known as AfriGocialism.
Beginnng from Senegal's Leopold Sedar Senghor and spregatti
Tanzania’s Julius Nyerere. Proponents of Africaciaism tended to
heads of state or government in the newly indeparstates of Africi

African socialism sought to portray socialisis being native ti
Africa. In this regard, it pointed to the elong communalisr

of African society, in which the individual was gdately taketr
care of by the communit'African socialism therefo proposed
the reinforcement of these traditional prices in modern time

It is not surprising that proponents of African istism have come und
attack not only from non socialists but also frootialists alike. The'
are accused of trying to resuscitate practices @hatbetter left deac
They arealso accused of trying to paint idyllic picture safch a past i
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order to encourage cri-free political cultures in their own domain.
this has not dampened the convictions of those bdive in Africar
socialism. Socialism has, thus, developrom the doctrine upheld by
few in 1ith and 18tlcentury in Europe to an idea upheld in various &
all over the world in the ‘th century.

o ITQ African socialism was adopted to achit

A. independence for African nations

B. political stability and legitimacy and of econon
development for African states and as a mean
asserting nomignment (neutrality) in the struge
between two world iddogical blocs — Western
capitalism versus Marxist Socialist fas

C. established brotthood for the people of Afri

D. strengthen economic growth for African nati

Feedback on ITQ answer

 The correct answer was B.

* It was not A, because socialism was rdopted in Africa to
achieve independence for Africa.

* |t was notC because socialism was not mi to establish
brotherhood for African states.

* |t was not D because socialism was not embracédrica to
strengthen economic growth in the new independstates.

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

This study session observed thocialism is a political doctrine th
insists that ownership and control of the meansprdiduction ant
distribution should be vested in the community artdized for all
members ¢ the communitylts three major propositions, therefore,
that

1 there be public ownership and control of the mean:
production;

2 the distribution of what is so produced sabject to state cont,
and

3 the state pledge itself todleradication of powty and want.

The study session also noted ths a body of ideas, socialism emert
from the writing of Rousseau. It has since devetbalong several lines
For instance, in the period during the French Reiant, there emerged
brand of socialismhat was anarchic and which-eenerged later in the
works of Proudhon and Bakunin. Another brand, Whiought to foun
idyllic egalitarian communities in real life, waslibwed by the scientifi
socialism of Marx which spawned not only scientifievs bit also the
First to the Third internationals. Developmentemlthe Second Worl
War have created socialist movements in Westeropeuand Africa witt
their own peculiaritie:
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Assessment

Assignment

TMA 9.1 Compare the development of fascism in ewo States.
TMA 9.2 Explain the origin of anarchic sociali.

Forward your response to your tutor at Study Ses8iassignment Pag
on Course Websit
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Study Session 10

Marxism: Origins, Sources
and General Legacy of Marx

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

Marxism

This study sessiomwill examine the origin and sources of Marxism,tt
body of knowledge that Karl Marx bestowed on theldidn the 1¢th
century. Thestudy session will discuss the geal aspect of Marx’
legacywith regard to specific areas of academic inte

When you have studied this session, you shouldlegeta:

= define and use correctly the key worpgnted inbold.

= describe the context in which Markegan to write wrt later
became known as Marxism.

= describe the context in which Marx began to write \t later
became known as Marxism.

= outline the various sources from v Marx drew his materi:

= identify the general legacy that Marx left behind ¢philosopher.

= outline Marx’s contribution to the study of economics, stagy,
philosophy and politics.

You might wonder why we have to giveis specialstudy session on
Marxism, especlly in the wake of the last study session whichufsex
on socialism. The reason is quite simple. Whilis itrue that there is
brand of socialism, namely scientific socialismieaf associated wi
Karl Marx, most of Karl Marx’s works cannot be subsed under the
brand of socialisn He developed anotheodly of ideas which, thouc
not contradictory to his contributions to socialjswas far beyond. It |
this other body of ideas that we now cMarxism after Marx, the
originator

10.1 Marxism : Origin and Sources

Industrialization the
process by which traditionally
nonindustrial society (such as
agrarian nation) transforms

Like several other political ideas that emergn the 19th century,
Marxism emerged out of Karl Marx’s attempt to masense of th

capitalist society that had emerged out of the $trial Revolution. Thi

Industrial Revolution had created a situation iniclvhproduction coul

go on at a pace hithertunmatched, thus creating the possibility

banishing poverty once and for all. Ironically, wever, this sam

revolution had created a society in which econoamid social hardshiy

and political repression not only persisted butseaed. It was all is

that prompted Marx to want to study the logicindustrialization and

capitalism.
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into a manufacturing one.

Capitalism system in
which a country's trade and
industry are controlled by
private owners for profit.

We are sure that you have noted, therefore, thatngwly emergin
industrial society of the 1840s to the 1980s fornteel historical an
social context in which Mix, a German, wrote until his death in 188
This new industrial (capitalist) society had emekgdollowing the
industrial revolution (from the 1750s), from thénas of feudal sociel

Industrialization had created new classes in thm fof thebourgeosis
(owners of capital used in industrial productionagainst the nobility ¢
the feudal era whose wealth was in land) and proletariat (the
working class who worked in the factory as wagee as against ti
serfs who undefeudalism lived off land reted to them by the nobility
The new material forces (i.e. industrialization amige attendar
urbanization, the creation of bourgeois and worldlagses) undermine
feudalism and in the process transformed feudaleointo capitalis
society. Theransformation throughout Europe took either of taons.
In those areas in which the monarchs and feuddslaere not ready 1
make concessions to the new forces, the change/inlast. It took the
form of the 1789 French Revolution and the Napac Wars up to about
1812. In countries where the monarchs and theafdodds were read
to make gradual concessions, the change was lamsdgeful. Ar
example was Britain, where there was a gradualneida of the
franchise to the lower class

In trying to understand this transition from feudatépitalist society an
then study the emergent capitalist society, Maewdmaterial inspiratio
from at least three sources, namely:

a. French political thinkers, especially Rouss

b. Several political ecamists, especially Adam Smith and Da
Ricardo; and

c. Hegel’s political philosophy.

From Rousseau, Marx borrowed the idea that thegserpf governmer
was to articulate and realize the general willh&f people. Much of tF
data detailing the economind social aspects of the rise and essen
capitalism had earlier been unearthed in detailediess by politica
economists like Smith and Ricardo. From Hegel,»M&d borrowed th
methodology of the dialectic. This was a methodavhich change we
seen as occurring as a result of the resolutiomefcbnflict between tw
opposing forces. Thus, at the initial stage, yaueha thesis, which the
leads to its opposite, an &thesis. The conflict between thesis and-
thesis is then resolved ¢ higher stage of development when a syntt
(which brings elements from both thesis and -thesis) emerges.
Shortly after, at this higher stage, a new thesnerges, followed b
another antithesis, and then another resolutiomnimther synthesis, d
so on. In his analysis of the origin capitalism, for instance, Fsaw
capitalism as having emerged from a conflict betwedke lande
aristocracy n feudal society and the new bourgeaiss

These are the three basic sources from which Menixethis initial data
and inspiratior
The picture of man that emees from his work is threefc:

a. man is a product of his environment;

b. man is also a creator of his environment;
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c. man is conscious: he not only acts, but is awarelta is actin

Within the contexts of his view about the future of man, we separat
two levels in the works of Marx, name

i. Historical inevitability: this relates to the argant that man wil
inevitably seek to bring about a classless commusigiety
which will be better than any peisting society. Suc
communist society, to Marx, represents the heightthe
evolution of human history.

ii. Social desirability: According to him, communistcgay is
desirable because it will enable all men to devdteply their
individual and social capacities.

Against this background, we will outline to you theneral aspect of ti
legacy that Marx left behir in the next section.

o ITQ The industrialization revolution, according to Maocteatec
two classes of people called:

the feudal and the proletariats

the bourgeois and the proletariat
the bourgeois and the philosophers
the philosopher and the proletariats

oo

Feedback on ITQ answer

* The correct answer was B

» It was not A, because the feudal lord where thenigisie land
owners before industrialization era.

* It was not C because the philosophers were pdliind socia
thinkers that he took inspiration from, people [Reusseau ar
David Ricado.

* It was not D because while the proletariats agewhbrking clas:
in the industries thphilosophers are social think

10.2 General Legacy of Karl Marx

The Marxism that Marx left behind can be dividetbitwo, namely

a. Marxism as an ideology, the religion of the oppeelssand as
call to revolutionary action to overthrow an unjagsten and

b. Marxism & a scientific and profound academic tool for thulg
of political, economic and social issues.

In this sectionand the next, we will concentrate on the secondeseif
Marxism as a scientific body of ide

In a general sense, what Marxes is to outline the relationship amc
several aspects of society. In doing this, he ersizks the importance
material factors and forces. He outlines what h#screlations o
production. According to him, this refers to thaywmen organize tkr
production. The relations of production, along hwithe forces @
production (i.e. the instruments used in produgticonstitute the re:
basis of societ
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Marx believes that it is on material be —instruments o
productior —that elements whiche calls legal and politice

superstructures are built. In other words, accogito Marx,
political, legal and intellectual life is influendéoy how men ear
I their living.

—

Having established this relationship, Marx then vehohow societ
changes ¢ a result of conflict between relations of productand force:
of production. At one stage of human developmenany particula
epoch, according to him, the relations of productiecome a shackle
the further development of the forces of prodwn. In other words, th
productivity and development of the instruments mbduction is
hindered by the manner in which production is oizreah At this stage,
revolutionary situation is creat:

What Marx then does is to trace the developmenhwhar society
against the background of this dialectic. In this,outlines the stages
development of various historical eras from thetfiera of primitive
communism to slave society through feudalism todbetemporary er
of bourgeois society. He tn identifies bourgeois society as the fi
stage of divided society. According to him, thecisty will end in &
revolution which will usher in a classless commurssciety after a
initial period of dictatorship of the proletarighé¢ working class

o ITQ In Marx’s scientific body of ideas he identifiedatons of
production to the way men organize their productidrile
the forces of production referred to as:

A. the instruments used in production.
B. the political superstructures.

C. production and foreeof productior
D. productivity and development.

Feedback on ITQ answer

* The correct answer was A.

|t was not B, because the combination of the efhatiof
production and, the forces of production constitile rea
basis of society upon which superstrires are built.

* It was not C, because production refers to thesliiedl good
while forces refers to the instruments use in petida.

* It was not D because this refers to goods andfteetef the
industrial revolution on the society.

10.3 The Other Le gacies of Marx

In this section, we will examinghe legacy that Marx left behind in fo
speific areas of analysis, name

i. Economic thought
ii. Sociology

iii. Philosophy

iv. Politics
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10.3.1 Legacy in Economic Thought

Here, Marx made two specific contributic
i. he propounded a labour theory of value; and

ii. he gave a concise analysis of the origin and dycsnaf
capitalism.

In the labour theory of value, Marx sought to idignthe value of ¢
product with the value of labour expended on itedpction. With regar
to his analysis of capitalism, it is wrong to say thaarx was an-
capitalist in the sense that he saw capitalism twaa large extent
positive thing. For him, capitalism had made passthe emergence
greater productive forces than man had everre experienced. For tr
reason, Marx saw capitalism as a revolutionaryegashich had made
possible to create abundance and abolish povedywvastchedness on
and for all

However, Marx saw the need to transcend capitaéisth move on to
higher state of political organization which he called coumism. Fol
him, therefore, economic systems were neither ahtoor eternal.
Rather, they gave way to others according to s@awes Thus, he was
very clear on the point that the collapse of thpitelist system was
inevitable. However, he was not clear oneral other questions, su
as: tow would all societies first have to become cajsitabefore the
become communis

There is no doubt that Marx paid very little attentto nor-capitalist
socidies in his writings. This is not surprising, snthe major focus ¢
his study was the capitalist mode of productionhaéhe did contribut
to economic analysis was a method that insisted tw@urgeois
economics and its laws were neither eternabllible, nor the highes
level of human development that man could at

10.3.2 Legacy in Sociology

A very important legacy of Marx in the area of sdogical analysis is hi
class analysis. It is true, of course, that Mailetl to present a coher
definition of class in his analysis. However, he dlentify certair
criteria that could be used in determining an iittiial’s location in the
class structure of society. These criteria inci

i. the individual's location within the mode of prodioo, i.e.
whether he belongs to the class of owners of damitthe mean
of production (i.e. the bourgeoisie) or to classof-owners of
capital who live by selling their wage labour (itlkee proletariat

ii. the consciousness of an individual that he kgs to one
particular class. In other words, the individualighnot jus
belong to a class by definition but he must be awtat he
belongs to that class.

Marx thus distinguished between two types of claisseclas-in-itself
and a clas-for-itself. For him, it is not the demographic fact of bein
member of a cla-in-itself that creates real classes in society. Rath
is the process of an individual being aware of di&ss situation thi
creates a cla-for-itself and thus, a revolutionary @ition As he put it in
a lengthy statement in his Eighteenth Brumaireaiit Bonapart
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In so far as millions of families live under econo
conditions of existence that separate their modéfaf
their interests and their culture from those of tther
classes and put them in hostile opposition to #itei,
they form a class. In so far as there is merelpaal
interconnection among those smiaditding peasants ar
the identificationof their interests begets no commur
no national bond, ancho political organization amon
them, they do not form a class. They are conseigt
incapable of enforcing their class interest in thewn
name.

Now, you might want to ask: in what specific areid Marx make
specific contributions to class analy: Definitely, it was not Marx the
discovered either the existence of classes or dasggle in moder
society. Several historians and economists béfionehad done thi

Marx’'s specific contributions include the followi

i. in defining classes, he ube¢he individual's location within th
mode of production and introduced the element ascmusness
In this, he discarded with existing practice ofngsindices suc
as income, style of living, status, education, petion, etc

ii. he showed that partiar classes were linked to particL
historical periods in the development of productidhile there
were no classes or division of labour under primi
communism, for instance, the nobility and serfsen&ro classe
specific to feudal society whikae bourgeoisie and the proletal
were specific to capitalist (bourgeois soci

iii. He saw in the class struggle the agent of changm fone
particular epoch to a higher one. While it waoaflict betweer
relations and forces of production that crd the opportunity for
change, such an opportunity had to be seized byahumeing:s
acting within the framework of the class struggecording tc
Marx. The class struggle would continue until assles:
communist society, the highest form of human copment, had
been reached.

In at least two important areas, Marx’s class asialyras drawn son
criticism. First, he is said to have underestimdte ability of capitalis
society to ensure that the class struggle did egederate into a lev
that weuld threaten theociety and lead to communist society. Sec
he is, again, accused of havinealt essentially with classes
contemporary capitalist systems to the utter négbécnor-capitalist
societies

10.3.3 Legacy in Philosophy

We can talk otwo areas in which Marx contributed to philoso; firstly

in a negative sense and secondly in a positiveeselsirx argued again
philosophy, accusing it of raising questions arsdiés of an ideal natur
Instead, he substituted a philosophy whic felt was more scientific ar
positivist. This was the philosophy of the dialeethich was mentione
earlier
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o ITQ Marx referred to political power as

A. a classless society

B. a society without classes,

C. the organized power of one class for oppressinghai
D. a communist society

Feedback on ITQ answer

* The correct answer was C.

* It was not A, because classless sociwas the proposed
society of Marx called communism.

» It was not B, because classless society is notigadlipower
but communist society

* It was not D because communist society was yet &
attained at the time of writing, at the time of tmg it was
capitalism that was in place.

10.3.4 Legacy in Politics

Marx wrote every illuminating analysis of contemg@oeous events in ti
Europe of his time. Beyond this, however, he thitle develop i
systematic theory of politics comparable to hisalggin the ara of
economics. Nevertheless, his notion of politicslésar enough. For hir
political power is the organized power of one cldss oppressint
another. In fact, Marx believed that the state rgew following the
emergency of classes in society’. Ither words, without classes, th
would be no need for a ste¢ As he put it, a society without classes,
society with no need for a state. In such classtesiety as the propos
communist society therefo

“there will no longer be any politicaposer becaus
political poser is precisely the official expregsimf
antagonism in civil society”

In comparing this new perspective with others, Ralpiliband in his
Marxism and Politics argues tl “at the core of Marxist politics, there
the notion f conflict. But this is not what makes it speciéind distinct.
All concepts ofpolitics are about conflict... (for most others, howe\
conflict is ‘functional’, a stabilizing rather thaa disruptive force
According to hin therefore, the Marxism cdidt “is not a matter of
‘problems’ to be ‘solved but of a state of dominatand subjection to t
ended by a total transformation of the conditiorsciv give rise to ...
The antagonists are irreconcilz...”

ITQ
Identify the odd one out of these ements:

a. Marx propounded a labour theory of value.
Marx distinguished between a classtself and a clas-for-itself.
For Marx, philosophy needed to be scientific ansitpast.
Marx believed that violence was an end in it

For Marx, class antagonisoould not be resolved in capital
society.

®©aoooT
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Study Session Summary
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Summary

This study session examined the origin and devedmpraf Marxism. It
also discusses t legacies in the areas of scientific analyses ohewuc;
social, philosophical and ptical issues.
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TMA 10.1 For Marx, social change occurs as a result of @&
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Revision Session

Introduction

In this course, we have tried to introduce you ejanpolitical ideas. I
this concluding sessignwe bring together the major highlights of
precedin¢sessions.

At the end of this study session, you should be &

= recall the major highlights of our discussions in all @@ study
sessions that we discussed.

. Write a 40-word essay on what you have gained in the courgeinfy
R through the previoustudy sessianon political ideas. After doing thi
Reflection you can theicontinue with this revision note.
Summary

As we said at the beginning of this course, pealitideas arose out of
attempts to make sense of political and socia] épecially with regar
to the origin of the state and the nature of auty)@nd legitimacy. Wt
also pointed out that, while political ideas havéeded with regard to th
kind of answers that they offer to common political proldeand powers
they all share one thing in common: namely, theyalr concerned wit
the nature of power, authority and legitim

Against this general background, we went aheadntamduce you t
varicus political ideas ranging from democracy, cladsaad modert
liberalism to monarchical absolutism, conservatifmscism, anarchisn
socialism and Marxisr

We noted that although democracy is not a contsi@eterm, it firsi
developed in ancient Gree where it took the form of direct “tov
meeting’ democracy in which all citizens met tocdiss issues in order
arrive at joint decisions. In this ancient forngntbcracy involved th
direct (not indirect or mediated) participationadf in the condct of the
affairs of the polity

In its modern form, however, especially as it iagbiced in Americe
France, Britain among others, it is only the indirer representative tyf
of democracy that is practiced. Here, people dgadicipate directlyn
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government.  Rather, they are empowered to peatidicelect
representatives to run the government for tl

The controversy that surrounds the term ‘democracyfecent time:
emanates from discussions as to which of the skevam@nds o
democracy apracticed in modern times is better than the otheamely,
direct democracy, representative democracy, libel@iocracy, an
social democracy. While proponents of direct demmog consider it th

...... + frvian Af AAaimaAamvAaA mmmimmima mmdta A vAmv A ARt At an LA Al A AN
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direct democracy of ancient Greece is now imprabte and that, rathe
the most reasonable type of democracy in the modiag is
representative democra At another leve there are often series
arguments between liberal democrats, who emphasizsstitutiona
guarantees of the rights and duties of citizend,samtial democrats, wt
emphasize the need to meet the economic needs jofitneof the
citizens

While demcracy sees the people as the source of politicalep
monarchical absolutism, another political idea,uaggthat the monar:
should be the absolute and unrestricted ruler bigesubjects. Similarly
conservatism stresses the importance of traditiod traditional
institutions, believes that men are naturally umégand recommenc
that only the enlightened, who tend to be in thearity, should gover

You will further recall that we also talked abouassical liberalism an
modern liberalism. Aswe indicated then, classical liberalism a
political idea focused on such things as equalig Bberty, sanctity o
private property, supremacy of parliament over mama and the rigk
of people to remove a government deemed to be sgigs On its own
part, modern liberalism emerged in the wake of ngpts to make
liberalism more relevant to recent developments.a Inutshell, modetr
liberalism has a attempted to extend the ideasagbical liberalism witl
regard to freedom to hither

At the oher extreme of the political spectrum is fascisniclhextols
totalitarianism, personal dictatorship, repressioentralized econom
planning, nationalism and militarism. Fascism he teligion of stat
terrorism which holds that the interest of thd¢ion and the ruling part
supersede all other interests. In the course of #tady sessics, we also
defined anarchism and traced its development asoldicpl idea.
Anarchism preaches that government and other regulanstitutions
should either beabolished or have their powers drastically curtk
because such institutions prevent the full develunof the individual.
What it does, then, is to condemn the present &ied the outlines of a
alternative in an idyllic future without governmemnd regulatory
institutions

We also introduced you to socialism and the MarxdrKarl Marx.

Socialism, you will recall, is a political doctringdat proposes publ

ownership and control of the means of productiod distribution anc

which urges the ate to pledge itself to the eraation of poverty and
want.

Marxism refers to the body of ideas left behindkayl Marx, a Germal
philosopher and writer of the th century. Marx’s analyses led him
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argue that the emergence of a classless commtociety from the
present capitalist class society was not only iaéle but also desirabl
He then examined the march of history towardsdbl, indicating hov
changes at the material level led to changes isdbgsty

It is hoped that we have gccross to you.

In this revision session, we have attemptedsummarise the ' study
sessios.




POS212 Political Idea

Appendix A

The Nature of the State and the Relation between the &k and the
Individual |

This articleconsiders 6 important theasigvhich try to explain the natu
of the state and the relation between the stateétenishdividual citizer

1. Monistic Theory

This argues that individuals who compose the dtatee no independe
existence, “but are now automatic units in the wheohas each
dependent, on the other and upon the whole faoitsinued existenc

2. Monadnistic Theory

This theory conceives society as a mere aggregafiomdividuals “eact

in large measure living in isolation and indeperideinhis associate

capable f surviving and even flourishing without the helptbe state

beyond a mere minimum of collective restraint thaetgction of the wea

against the aggression of the strong.” There igually no

interdependence of one on the other. The needrdrth necessity of
the state is only found in giving protection to theak against the stron:
The state is like a police, and it exists to protew restrain, not to fost

and promote

3. The Dualistic Theory

According to this theory, every individual ds a life of his own, bt
each is, in a way, dependent upon others for hifavee He is neithe
existing and merged in the whole nor entirely issda from anc
independent of his social surroundir

4. Organic Theory

This theory considers the state a ‘unity’ similar to that whict
characterizes a biological organi:

5. The Juristic Theory

This theory represents the views of jurists whdkgeexplain the state
terms of legal concepts. They view the state asoman or lege
personality for thecreation, interpretation and the enforcement of,
and for the protection of all legal rigt

6. The Marxian Theory

The state according to this theory is a superstract “Its form is
determined by the exigencies of class struggle theddemands othe
underlying material situation. Denied as an insgat of exploitatiot
and coercion, the state is regarded as the prashacmanifestation of tr
irreconcilable class antagonism. At every stagihefdevelopment of tt
state, a single class is dorant and this dominant class controls the ¢
and uses its machinery to further its exploitatidrthe exploited class
This theory finds full expression in the philosogifyKarl Marx
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Appendix B

The Nature of the State and the Relation between the &te and the
Individual Il

Word on Niccolo Machiavelli

Let us consider briefly a word on Machiavelli’'s pdations on the state
Machiavelli's thesis is that any means that wika® the preservation
the state are legitimate. However, it is nece: to reiterate that
Machiavelli approves the immoral acts of the primceruler only as .
means of saving the state. But this philosophybless used to justify ¢
forms of political villainy for selcentered reasons. Although some
his observatior are shocking, they help to underline the level
deception and decadence into which men can sindrder to acquir:
power and sustain themselves in authc

A word on the State of Natur¢

Hobbes conceives of a State of Nature within wign lived beore the
formation of civil society. You should note thatolbbes does n
establish that an actual state of nature everezkisHe used the notion
a philosophical premise for his formulations and advance th
contractual origin of the state. Thethority in the Hobbesian State
concentrated in the political sphere not in all espls of life. The
Hobbesian State is therefore, authoritarian andatalitarian

John Locke on the State of Nature and Limited Govarment

Like Hobbes, Locke thought a State of Nature before the formatior
civil society. However, while the Hobbesian StafeNature is that c
strife, the Lockean state of nature is moral areladan character. In i
man has rights and acknowledged duties. Althoulifle, is not
satisfactory in the state of nature because peaceristantly upset t
corrupt men. It lacks “established, settled kndaw” of a “known anc
indifferent judge” and the lack of an executive powo enforce jus
decisions

In order to get out of the ¢e of nature, men enter into a social cont—
this is a contract of all with all. It is not ardeact with government. It
a contract to which all must submit and throughcokihdll agree to subrr
to the determination of the majority. “Under thontract everyone
surrenders only a part of his natural rights. Tbhenmunity is both th
creator and beneficiary of the trust. The endaegnment is the good
the community. It is also the people who retaia Hupreme powel
Government must be nstitutional. It must remain limited and r
absolute

In conceiving government as a trust and locatinignake sovereignty i
the people, Locke helped to refute the case foolates government ar
like Hobbes, the divine right of kings to rule. d&ecing to Locke, if a
government is not for the people’s good, or ifoed not depend on th
consent or if it exceeds its authority, such a gowveent can legitimatel
be overthrown. Locke is widely recognized as ofiethe political
philosophers whoseheories have had identifiable impact on

organization of actual modern states. As notedbgnstein the text «
the (American) Declaration of Independence is fuaeke, and the mai
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elements of the American Political system, paréidylthe principes of
inviolability of property, limited government, atide inalienable rights ¢
individuals-are all directly traceable to Locke.
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