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Vice-Chancellor's Message

The Distance Learning Centre is building on a stbdlition of over two decad of service in
the provision of External Studies Programme and Bastance Learning Education in Nige
and beyond. The Distance Learning mode to whichargecommitted is providing access
many deserving Nigerians in having access to higllercationespecially those who by tl
nature of their engagement do not have the luxdryuth time education. Recently, it
contributing in no small measure to providing pkaéar teeming Nigerian youths who for ¢
reason or the other could not get admissnto the conventional universiti

These course materials have been written by writpegially trained in ODL course delive
The writers have made great efforts to provideaigate information, knowledge and skills
the different disciplines and sure that the materials are user-friendly.

In addition to provision of course materials innpriand -format, a lot of Informatiol
Technology input has also gone into the deploynoémourse materials. Most of them can
downloaded from the DLC webs and are available in audio format which you caro
download into your mobile phones, IPod, MP3 amotigodevices to allow you listen to t
audio study sessions. Some of the study sessioerialathave been scripted and are b
broadcast on the wrérsity’s Diamond Radio FM 101.1, while others h#nemn delivered ar
captured in audieisual format in a classroom environment for useoby students. Detaile
information on availability and access is available the website. We will continue in ¢
efforts to provide and review course materialsoiar course:

However, for you to take advantage of these formais will need to improve on your |.
skills and develop requisite distance learning @elt It is well known that, for efficient ai
effective provision of Distance learning education, ikmlity of appropriate and releva
course materials is sine qua no. So also, is the availability of multiple plat forfor the
convenience of our students. It is in fulfillmerittbis, that seriesf course materials are bei
written to enable our students study at their oaoepand convenien

It is our hope that you will put these course mateto the best us

Prof. Isaac Adewole

Vice-Chancellor



Foreward

As part of its vision of providing education ftiiberty and Development” for Nigerians and
the International Community, the University of llaag Distance Learning Centre has recently
embarked on a vigorous repositioning agenda whialeé at embracing a holistic and all
encompassing approach to the delivery of its Opesance Learning (ODL) programmes.
Thus we are committed to global best practicesigtadce learning provision. Apart from
providing an efficient administrative and acadesuipport for our students, we are committed
to providing educational resource materials fordke of our students. We are convinced that,
without an up-to-date, learner-friendly and diseat&arning compliant course materials, there
cannot be any basis to lay claim to being a provafedistance learning education. Indeed,
availability of appropriate course materials in tipé formats is the hub of any distance
learning provision worldwide.

In view of the above, we are vigorously pursuingaasnatter of priority, the provision of
credible, learner-friendly and interactive coursatenials for all our courses. We commissioned
the authoring of, and review of course materialte@ms of experts and their outputs were
subjected to rigorous peer review to ensure standBhe approach not only emphasizes
cognitive knowledge, but also skills and humane@alwhich are at the core of education, even
in an ICT age.

The development of the materials which is on-gaatgp had input from experienced editors
and illustrators who have ensured that they arerate, current and learner-friendly. They are
specially written with distance learners in minchisl is very important because, distance
learning involves non-residential students who ofian feel isolated from the community of
learners.

It is important to note that, for a distance leartmeexcel there is the need to source and read
relevant materials apart from this course matefiberefore, adequate supplementary reading
materials as well as other information sourcesaggested in the course materials.

Apart from the responsibility for you to read thieurse material with others, you are also
advised to seek assistance from your course foilid especially academic advisors during
your study even before the interactive session lwlsdoy design for revision. Your academic
advisors will assist you using convenient technglowluding Google Hang Out, You Tube,
Talk Fusion, etc. but you have to take advantagthede. It is also going to be of immense
advantage if you complete assignments as at whersdwas to have necessary feedbacks as a
guide.

The implication of the above is that, a distareamer has a responsibility to develop requisite
distance learning culture which includes diligent alisciplined self-study, seeking available
administrative and academic support and acquisitibbasic information technology skills.
This is why you are encouraged to develop your edewpskills by availing yourself the
opportunity of training that the Centre’s providelgut these into use.



In conclusion, it is envisaged that the course nmatewould also be useful for the regular
students of tertiary institutions in Nigeria whe daced with a dearth of high quality textbooks.
We are therefore, delighted to present these ttld®th our distance learning students and the
university’s regular students. We are confideat the materials will be an invaluable resource
to all.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewersl roduction staff for the high quality of
work.

Best wishes.

@2'——\«:\_;1

Professor Bayo Okunade

Director
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About this Error! No text of specified style in document.

About this

Error! No text of specified style
In document.

Error! No text of specified style in documentError! No text of
specified style in documenthas been produced BEyror! No text of
specified style in document.All Error! No text of specified style in
documents produced b¥error! No text of specified style in
documentare structured in the same way, as outlined below.

How this Error! No text of
specified style in document. is

structured

The course overview

The course overview gives you a general introduactio the course.
Information contained in the course overview wélhyou determine:

= If the course is suitable for you.

* What you will already need to know.

» What you can expect from the course.

= How much time you will need to invest to compldte tourse.
The overview also provides guidance on:

= Study skills.

» Where and how to get academic support and techméidil

= Course assignments and assessments.

= Margin icons.

» Study Sessions.

We strongly recommend that you read the overveasefully before
starting your study.

The course content

The course is broken down into Study Sessions. Extady Session
comprises:

» An introduction to the Study Session content.
» Study Session outcomes.

= Core content of the Study Session with a varieteafning activities.




= A Study Session summary.
» Assignments and/or assessments, as applicable.

= Bibliography
Your comments

After completingError! No text of specified style in document, we
would appreciate it if you would take a few momewotgive us your
feedback on any aspect of this course. Your feddtraght include
comments on:

= Course content and structure.

= Course reading materials and resources.

= Course assignments.

= Course assessments.

= Course duration.

= Course support (assigned tutors, technical hetp), et

Your constructive feedback will help us to improaad enhance this
course.



Course Overview

Course Overview

Welcome to Error! No text of
specified style in document.
Error! No text of specified style

iIn document.

POS213 is a three unit required course exposes learners the
problems of conceptualising African politics andivas historica
experiences which have abiding influence on paliticAfrica today
Furthermore, the course will discuss hoternal social structure
especially relations of production, exert influemeepolitical powe!
distribution and the consequences of external aredriational division @
labour, in particular, on African politic

It is important to note th this course Politics in Africa |, is followed by
Paolitics in Africall (POS214).

Course outcomes

Outcomes

Upon completion oError! No text of specified style in document
Error! No text of specified <tyle in document, you will be able tc

= discuss politics in the pre-colonial Africa.

= highlight the types of colonial administration in Afri

= analyse the theories and practice of imperialism in Afr

= discuss the consequences of imperialism on African stend
politics.

Timeframe

This is a 15 week course. It requires a formalystiude of 45 hours. Th
formal study times are scheduled around onlineudisions / chats wit
your course facilitator / academic advisor to figaié your learning
Kindly see course calendar on your course webaitedheduled date
You will still require independent/personal studwe particularly ir
studying your course materiz



How to be successful in this

course

As an open and distance learner yapproach to learning will k
different to that from your school days, where yxaal onsite educatio
You will now choose what you want to study, youl\wave profession:
and/or personal motivation for doing so and you mibst likely be
fitting your sudy activities around other professional or donae
responsibilities

Essentially you will be taking control of your le@trg environment. As
consequence, you will need to consider performéstes related 1
time management, goal setting, stress igement, etc. Perhaps you v
also need to reacquaint yourself in areas suckBsagy/ gplanning, copin
with exams and using the web as a learning rest

We recommend that you take time —before starting your se
study—to familiarize yourself with thee issues. There are a numbe
excellent resources on the web. A few suggestéd hine

= http://www.dlc.ui.edu.ng/resources/studyskill.

This is a resource of the UIDLC pilot course me. You will find
sections on building study skills, time schedulibgsic concentratic
techniques, control of the study environment, nakéng, how to rea
essays for analysis and memory skills (“remembéyi

= http://www.ivywise.com/newsletter marchl3 how tdf study.htn

This site provides how to master «studying, with bias to emergir
technologies

= http://www.howtostudy.org/resources.|

Another “How to study” web site with useful links time
management, efficient reading, questioning/listgfohserving skills
getting the most out of doing (“har-on” learning), memory building
tips for stayincmotivated, developing a learning pl

The above links are our suggestions to start yoyooin way. At the time
of writing these web links were active. If you wantiook for more, go t

www.google.cor and type “self-study basics”, “sadfudy tips”, “self-
study skills” or similar phrase




Course Overview

Need help?

-

Help

As earlier noted, this course manual complemerdssapplement

Error! No text of specified style in documeniat Ul Mobile Class a
an online cours.

You may contact any of the following units for infieation, learning
resources and library servic

Distance Learning Centre (DLC Head Office

University of Ibadan, Niger Morohundiya Complexlbadan-

Tel: (+234) 08077593551 — 55 llorin Expresswa, Idi-Ose,

(Student Support Otcers) Ibadan.

Email: ssu@dlc.ui.edu.ng

Information Centre Lagos Office

20 Awolowo Road, Bodiji Speedwriting House, No. !

Ibadan AjanakuStreet, Off Salvatiol
Bus Stop, Awuse Estate, Ope
Ikeja, Lagos

For technical issues (computer problems, web acaesisetcetera
pleasesend mail tavebmaster@dic.ui.edu.ng

Academic Support

&

Help

A course facilitator is commissioned for this caurgou have also bet
assigned an academic advisor to provide learnipg@t. The contacts «
your course facilitatoand academic advisor for this course are avai
atonlineacademicsupport@dic.ui.edt

Activities

Activities

This manual features “Activities,” which mayresent material that
NOT extensively covered in the Study Sessidivhen completinthese
activities, you will demonstrate your understandifhdpasic material (b
answering questions) bae you learn more advanced cons. You will
be provided with answers to every activity questibimerefore, you
emphasis when waing the activitis should be on understanding y:
answers



Assessments

There are three basic forms of assessment indhise: i-text questions
@ (ITQs) and self assessment questions (SAQs), aodrharkec

assessment (TMAs). This manual is essentiilled with ITQs anc
SAQs. Feedbacks to the ITQs are placed immediafedy the question:
while the feedbacks to SAQs are at the back of mlaviou will receive
your TMAs as part of online class activities at thieMobile Class
Feedbacks to TMAs wibe provided by your tutor in not more tha
weeks expected duratic
Schedule dates for submitting assignments and ergyagcourse / clas
activities is available on the course website. I§ingsit your course
website often for update

Assessments






Getting around this Error! No text of
specified style in document.

Margin icons

While working through thisError! No text of specified style in
document you will notice the frequent use ofargir icons. These icons
serve to “signpost” a particular piece ¢éxt, a new task or change
activity; they have been included to help you tafyour way around th
Error! No text of specified style in document.

A complete icon set is shown below. We suggest yioat familiarize
yourself with the iconsnd their meaning before starting your sti

Activity Assessment Assignment Case study
Discussion Group Activity Help Outcomes
L I
Note Reflection Reading Study skills
@ O
Summary Terminology Time Tip




Study Session 1 Conceptualizing Politics in Africa

Study Session 1

Conceptualizing Politics in Africa

Introduction

In this Study Session, we will discuss politicAinican context. We will
also discuss the extent to which the conventioefindions of politics
are applicable to politics in Africa, including tan aspects of politics in
Africa that distinguish it from politics in Euromnd North America, for
example.

Learning Outcomes

When you have studied this Study Session, you dhmeible to:
1.1 define politics.

1.2 explain why those definitions are valid even for politinsAfrica.

1.3 discuss the definition of African political region to wiicour notion of
Africa will always apply throughout this course.

1.4 discuss the peculiarities of African politics.

1.5 describe the various political changes Africa underwentcsinthe
colonization of the continent.

1.1 What is Politics?

Politics The processes by
which people and
institutions exercise and
resist power.

Political Science

The study of and reflection
upon politics. It involves the
analysis of the state,
government and political
processes used to
formulate policies, influence
individuals and institutions,
and organize societies.

Political Scientists have not been able to agrea @ommon definition

for politics. This is essentially due to the fact that it i$ possible for all

of them to see 'politics' from the same angle. As proceed in your
study of Political Science you will appreciate why different Political
Scientists view 'politics' from different anglesshall give you just two
definitions here. The first one is froMernon Van DykeThis is as

follows: “Politics involves the struggle among ast@ursuing conflicting

desires on public issues”. The other one is fromidDBaston and it says,
"Politics is the authoritative allocation of valties

It should be noted that although those definiti@ame given by non-
Africans as a result of their study of politics Europe and North
America, you must know that they are also valid Aérica in the same
measure as they are valid for all geographicalsaaea human societies.
Therefore, whenever we talk of politics in Africawnean the totality of
the moves and manoeuvres that are involved inioalgbrocess of
authoritative allocation of values in African s&t®©r, you can use the
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Hint

first definition, i.e. how political actors in Afran states conduct the
struggle for the pursuit of conflicting desires public issues among
themselves. By Africa in the context of this defom, we mean the
whole geographical area encompassing continentaicakf states,
Madagascar and all the islands surrounding Afridas is the definition
given by the Organization of Africa Unity (OAU) tafrican political
region. (See the Charter of Organization of Afritémty - Art. 1(2)).

Although African people are now found not only itirida but also in
Europe, North America, Latin America and Central &ioa as well as
the Caribbean, our focus as far as this courserisarned is only of the
politics in the states and societies that constithie African political
region, defined in the OAU-Charter - Art 1 (2). Befnce will however
be made to all these political regions as occadé&nands.

Whenever we talk of politics in Africa we mean toglity of the
moves and manoeuvres that are involved in relagwocess of
authoritative allocation of values in African state

1.2 Sources and Peculiarities of Politics in Africa

=

Politics in Africa cannot be defined differentlyofn politics in other
political regions of the world. This is because #ssence of politics
remains the same all over the world. In like manttex broad objectives
of politics remain the same, irrespective of creede and geographical
location. What makes the difference between, fataince, politics in
Western Europe and politics in Africa is the wayitiiis is conducted in
both places. This involves a lot of factors inchglistructure of society,
prevalent mode of production, external linkagesval as psycho-social
ones whose roots lie in the historical experienténdividual political
actors and that of the society as a unit. Whendometies do not share
these factors, we should not expect the conductthadoutcome of
politics to be the same for both societies. If voe @de are making the
same mistake as the man who expects his cat tapea puppy!
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Study Session 1 Conceptualizing Politics in Africa

Politics in Africa cannot be defined differently from politics in other political
regions of the world. This is because the essence of politics remains the
same all over the world.

Since the 19th century, the conduct and outcomeatitigs in Africa
have not been the same as in Europe nor have daywhat they use
to be in 17th and 18th century Africa. It is thesemarkable difference
that make the study of contemporary African pdditia worthwhile
enterprise. Otherwise, one could say he whows politics in Europ
knows politics in Africe

1.3 European Penetration and the Peculiarities of
Politics in Africa

Reflection

Certain things are peculiar to politics in Afrida.will be wrong to say
that all the peculiarities that we observe in Adricpoliticstoday are
directly traceable to the activities of Europearurddes in the 19t
Century, which were directed towards the establestimof dominanc
over African societies. Some were already therereethe penetratiol
Let us take 19th century African litics and societies as an examj
Political Anthropologists tell us that they had yéttle in common witk
their European counterparts. The structure of ipsliand structure ¢
power in the polities differed from the prevaletustures in Europe
This was essentially due to the fact that both centis operated differe
political economies at the peri

The African student of political science has anitoldal interest in
African politics because he or she is part of thétigal society that is
being studied. He/she has the moral obligation datibute to the
improvement of his or her political environment wehesuch
improvement is necesse

The second set of peculiarities came about as @t re6 dominance
exercised by Eiope on African societies for periods ranging fronoat
60 years in the case of the peoples that now fbarNigerian society ar
about 500 years in the case of Angola! A Politidaithropologist.
Georges Balandier, describes the various polittbaihge which Africa
underwent since European colonization of the centin The mos
important ones are as follov

i. Creation of artificial boundaries without respeot tultural anc
economic similarities of old political units, effpe old kingdom o
Congo was divided into two statesongo and Angola. The ol
(Congo) was administered until 1960 by Belgium whihe other
(Angola) was held as an overseas province of Paktugfil she wa:
defeated in a war of liberation by Angolan natiestalin 197¢

ii. Depoliticization of the polityln the colonial situation, the coloniz

11



Discussion Activity
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reduced every political problem intaechnical one. In this mannt
the preeolonial political process was destroyed and pall
activities were driven underground. Whatever remdiof the pr-
colonial political structures of the colony was gge/ed by th
colonized through skill.

iii. The weakening of the economic position of tradiilomulers
resulted in limiting their power while the coloniaiministratior
also encouraged appeal to the colonial administrag@inst ac-
long exercise of traditional power. Only inferiohiefs were
eventually preserved while warrant chiefs were @daby the
colonial administration to serve it, where nonested before

iv. The operation of two incompatible systems of poveasrd
authority. The mere existence of two systems ofgraamd authorit
opeating within a single polity created political dasion. The
coexistence of tradition and modernity gave riseh® birth of &
hybrid political system, a strange creature.

Basically, the peculiarities of African politics emanate from two sources;
the traditional peculiarities (those that have being existence before
colonization) and those peculiarities that came about through the agency
of colonialism.

Now that you know the sources of the peculiaribépolitics in Africa,
you will agree withme that the study of such a strange political m
will increase our knowledge of politics generallfhe African student ¢
political science has an additio interest in African politics ecause he
or she is part of the politil society that is beingtudied He/she has the
moral obligation to contribute to the improvemehthes or her politica
environment where such improvement is neces

What is the practice of politics in your home town/village in the pre-colonial era?

Provide response and join your tutor in an online discussion on this topic on Study
Session One forum page on course website

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Session, we took a cursory look giupar definitions o
politics and why they a valid for the African political region. W
discussed the peculiarities of African politics ahe various politice
changes Africa underwent since colonization of the continel



Study Session 1 Transformation of Traditional African Political Systems

Study Session 2

Transformation of Traditional African
Political Systems

Introduction

In the previous Study Session, you learnt about tfenvfeatures which
define how African politics came about. In this &tuSession, we will
explore the transformation of indigenous Africaritpmal systems and
consequences of the transformation.

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this Study Session, you dhmikble to:

2.1 explain the reasons for the political transformation ofiédrby
the colonialists.

2.2 discuss the methods or mechanisms for carrying out thesfommations.
2.3 explain what political economy is all about

2.4 discuss how and why the colonizers used it on African ppedit and
economic system.

2.5defend the view that Africa had a strong and distinctigelitical
economy before the advent of the colonialists.

2.1 Need for Political Transformation under
Colonialism

The colonizer was a total stranger to Africa wheam $tarted his
adventure. He was handicapped not only by his ¢d¢ke knowledge of
the physical terrain which he sought to annex arné, tbut also by his
abysmal ignorance of the political arrangementhaf tommunities he
stumbled upon. What is more, he could not undedstany of the

components of the political life of the communitieke was, for instance,
totally ignorant of their political symbols, or hqwelitical decisions were
made; what constituted use and abuse of power, eisas how the

systems managed to endure through their crisis geament mechanisms.
Since he came to Africa not to learn but to teawhta exploit, he played
down all that he was ignorant of and embarked anhimg what he knew

13



and was familiar with. He circumvented all the caments of traditione
political life mentioned above. At first he reducalll political problem:
to technical problems and proffered his own sotutidater, he
introduced brand new symbols, pccal decisio-making processes,
political institutions, and all that he needed wtereffectively. The one
he rejected were called traditional while thosesotieat he introduce
were referred to as modern. The-called modem political institutior
werein fact models that were adapted for African cadsniThey wer
not introduced in their pure forms. If, for instanche introduce
democracy in its popular form into the colony, tta@onial governo
would have no business giving assent to bills lgethey became laws.
He was not a representative of the people thabkiergec

The colonizers had to clear all the obstacles to dominance, hence it was

necessary to dismantle the main components of traditional African Political
= Systems so that they could assemble effective machinery for exploitation.
Tip

2.2 Mechanisms for the Transformation of Traditional
Political Systems

Colonialism A policy in The mechanisms differed from one colonizing stateutother. This i
g:r'si*;;gg‘é?;grsnaﬂons due to different colonial policies which they adeghtin other words, tr
and develops trade with British approach was different from the French, fteetuguese, Belgia
them for its own benefit. t ~ Spanish and the German as long asr colonial rulership lasted i
is usually aChf'fved Flf_‘trough Africa. Again, each colonial power changed her apph from one stac
aggressive, often mitary, — of colonialism to anotherThe following approaches were common if

actions. . . .
disregard details of executic

2.2.1 Prohibition

By declaration of political striture, symbol or process is made ille
Under Lugardism or Indirect Rule, the traditionaller who was
political leader in the community was convertedimin administrato
executing rules handed down by the resident cdl@daninistrator. Ir
most cises the prohibition is pronounced by the chief ehdlif of the
paternalistic colonial administration. As a preludehe massive assa
on the traditional political system that would &ll, spurious treaties
friendship and protection were signed most cases, under pressure
traditional rulers with the colonial adventure®\.JBBarnes reports that
the heydays of imperial expansion in Africa, Bhtagents were provide
with printed treaty forms which could be completeith the names c
tradtional rulers as they went on their journeys obowdl expedition. A
the full implication of the treaties unfolded, sotnaditional rulers put u
resistance to various aspects of colonial rule awede speedily exile
from their domain. In this mann Prepeh, King of the Ashantis and Ki
Jaja of Opobo were exile

It is noteworthy that the loss of indigenous soigmy of the polity
14



Constitution  The
fundamental system of law,
written or unwritten, of a
sovereign state, established
or accepted as a guide for
governing the state.

Study Session 1 Transformation of Traditional African Political Systems

usually preceded the attempts at transforming ticadl political
systems

2.2.2 Constitutionalism

Through the use oiconstitutions, colonial authorities transforme
indigenous political systems into adapted formWestern models. Th
mechanism was in widespread use in British, Frenod Belgiar
territories. For instance from 1922 to 1960, vasi@onstitutions forme
the milestones in the transformation process ofntioglern state. Froi
the Clifford Constitution f 1922 through Richards Constitution ¢
Macpherson Constitution to the Independence Caontistit of 1960, the
British incrementally introduced an adapted modethe Westminste
system in Nigeria. The story is the same in all lapbone, and to
certair extent, in Francophone African colonies.

It is instructive to note that nationalist actigsi in the colonies we
directed towards rapid transformation so that palitpower could pas
into the hands of indigenous politicians. One stoadld herethat in
British colonies where a sizeable population of tediexisted, thes
minorities were favoured in the distribution of okl power as th
colonies went through transformation. Such disaratory practices
with racial overtones, were respone for the war of liberation whic
indigenous Africans had to wage in order to essablmajority rule
especially in Rhodesia which is now known as Zimia

In Portuguese territories of Angola and Mozambidhe,story is crassl
different because the cmial administration simply integrated a s
minority of Africans known asassimiladoesinto the mainstream ¢
Portuguese politics and made very slow progressridsvmodernizatio
of the colonies which officially constituted ovease provinces c
metropditan Portugal. The friction was terminated by A#&n
nationalists through lor-drawn wars of liberation.

It is instructive to note that nationalist activities in the colonies were directed
towards rapid transformation so that political power could pass into the hands
of indigenous politicians. One should add here that in British colonies where a
sizeable population of whites existed, these minorities were favoured in the
distribution of political power as the colonies went through transformation.
Such discriminatory practices, with racial overtones, were responsible for the
war of liberation which indigenous Africans had to wage in order to establish
majority rule especially in Rhodesia which is now known as Zimbabwe.

2.3 Introduction of Colonial Political Economy

It is important for you to know that it was necegsiar the colonizer t
change the political system and other politicalvit@s that related to

before African indigenous politics could undergce thkind of total
effective and eveasting transformation which the colonizer nee:
Therefore, he had to attack other spheres whichemgk the soc-

political life of the polities. Thus, the materigdroduction, distributiol
and exchange processes that were indigenous toafAfisocietis were
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Government The
machinery of the state;
comprising the individuals
and institutions authorized
to formulate public policies
and conduct affairs of state

Political Economy The
study of economics and
government policy: the
study of ways in which
economics and government
policies interact.

attacked. We can therefore say that the transfoomatas not just the
transformation of the political sphere, but rattrer transformation of the
indigenous political economy.

The Oxford Universal Dictionary (illustrated) dedi political economy
as "the art of managing the resources of a peoglehitsgovernment'.
This definition was first given by Adam Smith, omé the earliest
scholars in the field of Political Economy which, i&he theoretical
science of the laws of production and distributadnwvealth,” according
to McCulloch. You must realise that the whole pcdit economy of any
polity must be changed before the politics of thelitp can be
transformed, because politics itself is no morentithe process of
authoritative allocation of resources. Resourcdsirt production,
distribution and exchange, obviously, belong to ¢éeenomic sphere of
life of human beings.

This explains why we must pay particular attentothe economy of the

polities and the changes that they underwent ieroi@ understand fully

the transformation which occurred in the colonia. &s you know, the

importance of things like food, shelter and cloghto human beings and
their capacity to handle these basic needs cammaivbr emphasized.
Availability or non-availability of these resourcemluding their pattern

of distribution in any society spells social prabhke Therefore, a change
in the political economy of a polity registers eff@n the social life of

the political society inhabiting the polity.

We can now conclude this argument by saying thatttansformation
which occurred in African indigenous polities wast fimited to the
political sphere alone. It began in the economiiad and cultural
spheres of life of the peoples living in the pefti It was a pervasive
transformation. It is instructive to note that etlthan the changes in the
political sphere, it is the changes in the poligcduse material resources
stand at the centre of human activities on earth.

Once the most important and most vital aspectt{palieconomy) of the
life of the polity had been tampered with, and colied by the colonizer,
the people lost their economic independence coelgldh the process of
introducing a new political economy, the political economy of
colonialism, that is, the colonizer established @acher-student
relationship between him and the colonized. Thiati@nship, in some
cases, resulted in master-servant relationshipn Ewday, many years
after political independence, this relationshipl gtiersists in various
forms. The dependence that it still engenders maikis Africa as a
political region of weak nations and unstable jprditeconomies.

2.4 Political Economy of Pre-Colonial Africa
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Part of the reason why scholars began to dig irfric#n past was the
allegation by the West that Africa had no past iwprdbf mention and
systematic study and that the history of Africa dregvith her contact
with the west. In other words, that Africans begamaningful existence
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as Homo sapiens with their colonization by Eurdpesearch into pre-
colonial political economy of the continent has yad this allegation
wrong. Instead, it is now known that before thedagys of colonialism
there was already in place a political economy wittinct features.

2.5 Periods in the Development of Pre-Colonial
Political Economy and their Characteristic
Features

In order to help your understanding of the develepmof African

political economy before colonialism took over, i# important to

examine the various stages that are identifiabdehEstage is linked up
with a period. Thus, the following periods are itilféed:

1. The communal mode of production
2. The slave mode of production
3. The feudal mode of production.

2.5.1 Communal Mode of Production

At the beginning of the emergence of African podtisocieties, the clan
represented the unit of social organizations andteimms of social
production the family was the basic unit. It wa® tblans, in their
clusters, that built up the traditional polities ialh also developed into
kingdoms and empires.

At this stage of production, agricultural and peataactivities were
undertaken. Agricultural activities were limitedttee tropical rain forest
areas as well as to other climatic belts with sigfit rainfall to support
the cultivation of tree and root-crops. Pastoraliviaies dominated
production efforts in areas with little rains. Owstap of land was
communal while its use was regulated and managethéychief and
individual families.

Land and labour formed the major means of prodaoatibile in addition,
agricultural implements and herds of animals wergpadrtant to the
agriculturalists and the pastoralists respectivéilys important to note
that at this stage of production there was equaksk to land, the
regulation of which was conditioned by egalitar@mciples and proven
need. Both land and animals were transferablerbthia case of land, an
inheritor must also demonstrate ability to contirteefarm the land
otherwise it reverts to the community for frestoadition.

An essential feature of this mode of production wasoperation at all
levels. There was cooperation in form of poolindaifour and material
resources, mutual assistance and deep sense afnsdsfity to the
community in all economic matters were also impdriagredients. The
community frowned at cheating and bad practicegiriess was visited
with profound social sanctions.

Another feature of this period is the absence cofsd@lasses. Relations

17
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among people and social roles were dictated byaadestatus and not |
social classes. Political participation of the uidiial was determined t
the generation to which he or she belonged. Theceesof power an
authcaity was vested in elders who were initially electeut as suc
exercise became institutionalized, it also becaereditary; thus losin
its initial democratic content. In the exercise pmwer and authority
checks and balances did exist. A chief ccbe removed if such chec
and balances were not recognised by

Despite the crude mode of production, enough wadymred to cover tr
need of the community and some surpluses were raisarded. Suc
surpluses served as objects of barter with neigling communities
based strictly on nee

Despite the crude mode of production, enough was produced to cover the
need of the community and some surpluses were also recorded. Such
surpluses served as objects of barter with neighbouring communities based
strictly on need.

2.5.2 Slavocratic Mode of Production

As interaction among various communities increasedalso conflict
increased among them. Expansionist impulses in s@wses gave rise

feuds over land. In some other cases, inordinate ambto expropriate
the wealth of another community caused conflicéd tiere carried out i
form of organized raids on weaker communities. Siaotis ended wit
the capture of animals, land and people. Humangsethus becarr
slaves. When a mode of produn is based, essentially, on slave lab
like the one that we shall discuss shortly, weiteyslavocratic

Since slav-labour was crucial to this mode of production,
organization of communities and their activitiesrevdictated by sourct
of slaxes from wars, raid and other conflictual activitiaad defence ¢
territories and prevention of enslavement. In otherds, military
activities perpetuated this mode of produc

This development brought in other changes in saghdtions and th
exercise of political power. For instance, decertedlon was occasione
by the emergence of feudal lords whose source afttv@nd power we
war-mongering. This coincided with the emergence ofrtlilary class
and wa-lords. The polities themselves la@ee 'military democracie:
This development was observed in Africa aroundl®té century

Aside from slave labour, other means of production in Slavocratic mode
were land and arms. Communal ownership of these resources could not
persist as individual war-lords developed ranting ambitions. Land
cultivation and construction of infrastructures (roads, bridges and so on.)
were left for the slaves to do. They also formed the bulk of the army. Free-
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men also farmed but employed slave labour.

Elders served as political advisers and logisticians. It is noteworthy that the
status of a slave was not a perpetual one under this mode of production. A
slave got integrated into the family of the captor with time. In some cases,
they are known to have become rulers of their captors, courtiers and
ambassadors.

Slavocratic mode of production threw up more swgdu than th
preceding mode of production. Private approprn of such surpluses t
chiefs, elders and free men came into existenca.i$ltherefore the fir:
class society, and the first exploitative soci&laves were exploited |
the free mel

2.5.3 Feudal Mode of Production

This mode of production is defin by two main actors. These are a
and a serf. The fief is la-holding, serfewning, possessed distir
political power and authority in a decentralizednadstrative system ar
a tested member of the military and therefore gulthass. The serf
economically just a step away from slavery becauseshjoyed som
measure of economic freedom no matter how small.f@uall practica
purposes, the serf stood in a personal bond ofrdkgmee upon the feuc
lord. They were peasant producers for theropriation of the lan-lords.
The social relations were exploitative as surpldkeged into the coffer
of the lan-lord in form of tribute. The amount of tribute pajea is
entirely dependent on the consumption need of dhe-lord. His need
must be cvered by the sweat of the serf.

Ownership of land defined social classes underrttode of productior
Thus, the lanowning chiefs and their vassals constituted thimgutlass
Class divisions were clear and unmistakable. Bylffte century a grou
of artisans, skilled in various arts emerged as tbe@uy called for suc
specialized skills. Thus, bla-smiths, goldsmiths, carpenters al
sculptors emerge

It is instructive to note that all the periods identified in the development of pre-
colonial political economy of Africa and described above paid particular
attention to culture. Surpluses were allocated to the promotion of culture as
evidenced today by highly intricate works of art and artifacts that now do us
proud as a people with a glorious past.

Study Session Summary

&y

Summary

In this Study Session, we discussed the reasonsthier political
transformation of Africa by the colonialists andwhdhe colonize
transform indigenous political systems into adapféestern models 1
facilitate his understanding of the political emviment in which he ha
to operate. The political economy of African statfore colonizatiol
was also examit.
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Study Session 3

Penetration Thesis

Introduction

This Study Session explores the penetration of emestapitalist on
African societies. We shall examine the impacthi$ bn African polity
and consequently African politics as we know itapd

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this Study Session, you dhmible to:

3.1 discuss the penetration thesis.

3.2 write a discourse on the underdevelopment of Africa ley th
colonizers.

3.3 draw up your own conclusion to the penetration thesis in
addition to that of the proponents.

3. 1 Western Capitalist Penetration

Capitalism An economic
system in which private
individuals and business
firms carry on the
production and exchange of
goods and services through
a complex network of prices
and markets.

Independence State of
having political freedom
and being free from control
or dependence on another
state.

20

A simple way of defining westercapitalist penetration is to see it as the
totality of processes and procedures, structurdslinkages which were
put in place by the colonizer in order to effectivaccomplish the self-
serving transformation of pre-colonial politicalomomy into a form of
capitalist one. It can also be seen as the prdmgsghich pre-colonial
political economy lost its internal dynamics andependence It seeks
to explain how African societies were turned aweynf self-directed
development and made appendages of western csipgadiieties. It is an
account of how pre-colonial African mode of prodoect had the
capitalist mode forcibly super-imposed upon it.

3.2 Articulation of Penetration Thesis

The penetration thesis seeks to explain the roéffri¢an situation today.
In this attempt it takes stock of or evaluates qoknial political and
social conditions as well as the state of the eecgndn a nutshell, an
assessment of the totality of African existencehia pre-colonial era is
considered and the following conclusions are rediche

i. That African states and societies had develppechost parts of
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the continent, political order and economic systthat provided
adequately for their members without reliance orteral
assistance. Testimonies from early European exglospreser
objective evidences in support of this fact.

ii. That each African polity and political society repented a
organicand homogeneous unit economically and cultul

ili. That African societies had, on the eve of Europgametration
developed an impressive technological standardwiieditservec
their needs in the productive process as well dkdrfabricatior
of works of art and artifacts compared with the achiemet of
other societies in that period.

iv. That the pattern of exchange among guksnial societies we
dictated by real needs of the people. Exchangesadoorder:
was equal or symmetric.

v. That African states and societies of potenial era, like othe
human societies, had possessed internal dynamiash wihas
capable of generating self-directed agéwelopmen

Penetration thesis then proceeds to examine thenieblsituation ir
Africa and whi transformation had taken place. The conclusiairasvn
that the whole colonization process and the colanmider, in its entirety
represents, from the point of view of the Africanma-development
which is a fa-cry from natural course of movemenf pre-colonial

situatior.
. The whole colonization process and the colonial order, in its entirety,
P represents, from the point of view of the African, a mal-development which

. is a far-cry from natural course of movement of pre-colonial situation
Reflection

Finally, the state of affairs in Africa after "flagdependence”, in view
the African experience in the colonial situatioml éine deplorable state
affairs in the po+-colonial state and society, is traced to the ali
features of colonialis and imperialist enterprise that put colonialisn
place in the first instance. Hence, this periodeierred to as the n-
colonial stage of western capitalist penetra The foregoing represer
the premises on which the proponents of penetratiesis base their
argument

3.3 Consequences of Penetration

In their argument in support of the penetrationsieits proponeni
examined first and foremost the consequences oétpion of one
society by another as an act by itself and condwdefolows:

A penetrated society cannot be said to retainsbtharacteristic featur
once the business of penetration is in full swifigis is because certe
discontinuities are bound to occur since the peatmtror penetratin
agent is at the same tim transformer with a set of objectives in mii
These objectives are subjectively defined and dabeexecuted unle:
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the transformer or prin-mover stops aspects of the indigenous ordt
the entire indigenous order. Thus, the interruptdrindigenou order
followed by the introduction of new things into ttsmciety furthe
complicates the matter and ultimately causes distoof the original bu
now penetrated socie

Since the external prir-mover has now taken charge of the er
society by execising multipurpose dominance, the internal dynanat
the penetrated society is now externalized. Hemtlefadhe penetrate
society would depend on the external pr-mover for vital activitie:
including the direction, rate and character of dtgwmentin the society.
A penetrated society becomes the shadow of itsdpgalf

3.4 How the Colonies were Underdeveloped

Reflection

1. Once the colonizer seized initiative of vital aittes in the
penetrated society, he embarked on a massiveizatielt of the
economy of the colony and its culture to metropolieconomy an
culture. As the metropoles developed themselvesugir the
resources found in the colonies and unleasheddiurégsources b
means of their own technology, the colony was syatically
underdeveloped in the same process. In the earlygbavesterr
capitalist penetration, emphasis was on labour essaurce. Thu:
millions of Africans were shipped to Europe and tRoAmerica
during the trans-Atlantic slave trade.

The introduction of money nexus consolidated thellsation of the
colonies. Taxation systems further completed tbe@uic pressure o
the African. The resources lost to Europe throum\tarious methoc
of exploitation enriched the western capitt metropoles whil
African societies were impoverished. In its cruddéocial form, this
exploitation lasted between 100 and 500 y«

Later, it was mineral resources, agricultural peeland other gooc
of value The introduction of money nexus consolidated
satellization of the colonies. Taxation systemshierr completed th
economic pressure on the African. The resources tEurope
through the various methods of exploitation enricliee wester|
capitalst metropoles while African societies were impasieed. In
its crude colonial form, this exploitation lasteghlwveen 100 and 5(
years.You should imagine the amount of resources carfedwer
this long period of time.

2. Indigenous technology was llked' in order to eliminate possikt
competition between the imported technology and itttegenous
one. This is particularly the case in areas wheardigenous
technology has demonstrated superiority. The caketextile
technology and distillation of aolic drinks readily come to mir
in this respect. Prohibition and importation werapéoyed by the
colonizer to affect the policy of technological doance

The first and most widely used was prohibition.sbch cases, tt
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use of technology to produamertain goods is simply prohibite
Thus the indigenous gin became' illicit gin' in a@kl Nigeria
because distillation of alcohol was prohibited. Taason for this au
was economic. It was designed to give various @rinkported intc
the colony monopoly of ligueur market.

Indigenous technology for the production of arms and ammunition was

Hint also prohibited. The reason for this was military. The colonizer wanted to
ensure that he enjoyed monopoly of force in case of a military show-down
between his administration and the nationalists.

Such an attack on indigenous technology servedexsigsor for the
dumping of inferior goods from the metropeidich later served as
the alternative to the product of indigenous tettun especially
clothing and materials for the construction of sdreds well as foo
items. This is the root of technological dependetiwa African
societies are now experiencing.

3. Exportation of capital into the colonies in formin¥estment as we
as capital for running financial institutions likanks and insurant
companies by metropolitamased companies. Such investmt
which were backed by the political dominance the colonizer
yielded bumper interests which were repatriatecegtilar interval:
to swell the stock of capital available in the roptile while the
colony was, by the same amount repatriated, impgived. Imagine
the huge amount of capital siphoned offer scores of years. Al
this old process continues in new forms today.

In the assessment of the proponents of the penetration thesis, politics in
Africa today has its origin in western imperialist intrusion in the continent
= over a long period of time.

—

4. The superimposition of alien values, perspectivagliefs,
superstitions and idiosyncrasies to the negleotdfenous ones di
not help cultural advancement of the colonies. Thhe colonia
society was forced to learn new ways. A nenguage had to be
learnt, a new religion and mode of worship wereoithiced, while
the colonized spent all his energy learning the mewys, his owr
culture was not promoted. The imposed mimicry aatthin¢-up
mentality dealt severe blows to the confidein€ the colonized. Th
psychological problem sometimes resulted in-rejection. This is
reflected in the African's love of goods and seasiof foreigr
origin. It is also observable, even in postenial Africa, in the
choice of socio-economic andlgical models and ways of doir
things. The ruling classes in the continent ardiqdarly guilty of
this selfrejection. The situation is so bad that some -colonial
African states mounted massive campaigns for-reliance as a
development strategy because pervasiversgittion of the Africal
has been identified as a source of urdkarelopmen
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The colonial society was forced to learn new ways. A new language had to
be learnt, a new religion and mode of worship were introduced, while the
colonized spent all his energy learning the new ways, his own culture was
not promoted. The imposed mimicry and catching-up mentality dealt
severe blows to the confidence of the colonized. This psychological
problem sometimes resulted in self-rejection. This is reflected in the
African's love of goods and services of foreign origin.

3.5 Conclusions on Penetration Thesis

After an intense analysis of the discontinuitied distortions that have
been brought about in African societies through teres capitalist

penetration, a number of conclusions are drawrhbyptoponents of the
penetration thesis. For easy understanding thesdusions are outlined
below.

1. That the seed of development of every socieheries in the
culture and economic activities of the society. réf@re African
societies would have achieved a level of developneempatible
with their effort and endowment if left alone andheut intrusion
from outside.

2. The externalization of dynamics of developmehtciv occurred in
the process of penetration deprived the sociefidheoopportunity
to employ their productive efforts and endowmenttf@ir own use.
The satellization which this process brought aledinguished the
independence of the states and societies. Therdfteedegree of
development achieved by penetrated societies teflethe degree
allowed by the external prime-mover, the colonizer.

3. Western capitalist penetration was not desigtedbenefit
Africans but Europeans; therefore, the whole retethip between
the colonies and the metropoles was exploitatiegdihg to
impoverishment of Africans. Little wonder, thereforthat the
political economy of Africa is that of underdevefognt.

4, The present economic backwardness, social tidigiation,
political instability and failure of Western-typemiocratic practice,
ignorance and disease are the outcrops of thefaridtis ways in
which western capitalist penetration and its stmeg shaped the
course and content of development in Africa.

The first groups of people to articulate the peatain thesis were the
westernized early African nationalists. Their eawyitings about the
plight of Africa reflected this. This is particulathe case with the works
of Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, Obafemi Awolowo, Jomo Keniat Ahmed,

Sekou Towre, Kwame Nkrumah, Modibo Keita, Leopolénghor,

Patrice Lumumba, Julius Nyerere and a host of sther

They were joined by Africans in Diaspora to artatel the thesis. Most
outstanding among these were W.E.B. Dubois, GePagkenore and C.R.
James who identified with the African struggle amiyg people in the
Pan-African movement.
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Reading
Activity

Study Session 3 Penetration Thesis

African scholars in search of explanation for Adifgcunderdevelopme
have now delivered incontrovertible evidence fa tble which wester
capitalst penetration has played in conditioning  Afri
underdevelopment which is reflected in its econ@mg politics boldly
The most outstanding of such scholars is Samir Aitmers are Frar
Fanon and Walter Rodney. They all condemn imperiafior the Arican
predicamen

The colonies were underdeveloped by satellization of their economies to the
metropolitan ones coupled with the following mechanisms: Introduction of
money nexus and taxation in cash and kind, arrest of the development of
indigenous technology, pillage, slave trade and unequal exchange.

Review Walter Rodney’s$How Europe Underdeveloped Afr.

Post your response on Study Session Four forum page on course website.

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this StudySession, we discussed the penetration thesis. ratoe
thesis traces the root of African political, ecomomnd social situatio
to wester capitalism We noted that Western capitalist penetratio
Africa entails th multipurpose way in which the est eroded the
independence of African sociel. They did thatby taking control of
their political economy and stopping their «directed developmer
We discover that even after the-called independence, the Afric
states and societies are unableshake off the features of the color
state which made the n development possible.
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Study Session 4

Imperialism in Africa

Introduction

In the previous study session, we explored how ¥YasEuropean
metropolis completely took over African territoriesdministration and
political economies. In this Study Session you Wil exposed to the
mechanics of imperialism in Africa.

Learning Outcomes

When you have studied this Study Session, you dhmeible to:

4.1 discuss the concept of imperialism in relation to Africerperience.
4.2 argue for or against the doctrines of imperialism.
4.3 discuss the assumptions on which the doctrine of civilmats based.

4.1 Meaning of Imperialism

Imperialism has been defined in various ways depending omtkesst
of the writer, and the aspect or aspects of theaminthe writer wants to
emphasize. But let us examine just two of suchndeins. In the
Chambers's Encyclopaediee find imperialism defined as follows:

"In its broadest sense imperialism means the palitirganization

which we call an empire. An empire always implies tole of one

nation, race or community over another. It is aiacarganism or

state in which the political status of the peopigsabiting the

geographical area within the state is not equat, @dmmunity is

dominant and the other subject. Political ineqyaltthe essence
of empire".

This definition, as you will observe, emphasizes fower relations
between two peoples or two states. The two peaplestates relate to
each other on the basis of inequality because ttser disparity of

political power between them. This power dispaistyaccording to this
definition, the source of imperial dominance of qemple or state over
another people or state. As you will also obsetivis, broad definition of
imperialism emphasizes political aspect of imp&ial The strength of
this definition lies in the fact that political dimance of the imperial
power which it emphasizes can, in fact, be depldgeschieve a number
of ends depending at various times on the needhefimperial or

imperialist power. This explains why some writeespecially Hans
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Morgenthau inPolitics Among Nationsargues that imperialism is about
power; power to dominate. Once that power has bebieved it can be
used to pursue other ends that may be economiciralubr military. In
this sense the definition which we have just disedscontains the seeds
of the next one.

"In its broadest sense imperialism means the political organization which
we call an empire. An empire always implies the role of one nation, race or
community over another. It is a social organism or state in which the
political status of the peoples inhabiting the geographical area within the
state is not equal; one community is dominant and the other subject.
Political inequality is the essence of empire

The second definition to be considered is by BaBabwn in his book,
The Economics of ImperialismBrown defined imperialism as: "the
outward drive of certain peoples... to build empirdoth formal colonies
and privileged positions in markets, protected sesirof materials and
extended opportunities for profitable employmentatfour. The concept
has thus been associated with an economic relaipietween states,
not simply the inequality of large and small, riaimd poor trading
partners, but the inequality of political and ecoim dependence of the
latter on the former". This second definition diffea little bit from the
first one in terms of its own focus. Its focus $sentially economic.

Barratt posits that imperialism is a set of ecororalationships. This set
of economic relationships of inequality gives rieepolitical as well as
economic subordination and dependence. Comparet thi¢ first
definition, the second reverses the sequence ofiraawce between
political dominance and economic inequality. Whaiti jnave seen here is
the result of difference in the approaches usedhbytwo writers. The
weakness of Barratt's economic definition liesha fact that it fails to
point out the relationship between imperialism aaplitalism.

If we relate both definitions to Africa's experienwe find that each
explains imperialist enterprise on the continerditierent times. Claude
Ake in A Political Economy of Africaconfirms this by stating that,
"Western imperialism in Africa took many forms affefent stages - the
pillage of Africa's natural resources, trade, aoldmisation".

It is not appropriate to equate colonialism alore itmperialism.
Experience has shown that imperialism can pre-caitnialism as it did
in Africa. Imperialist activities in forms of pilee, a semblance of trading
which involved outrageous under-pricing of Africaammodities came
before colonization which formally put politicalrgttures of dominance
in place and carved out areas of exclusive expioitaMany people take
colonialism as the only form that imperialism cake because most of
the transformation accompanying western capitplstetration in Africa
took place under colonialism. As you will know lat@ this course,
imperialism is highly adaptable. History of postaroal Africa has also
pointed out to us that the end of colonialism does put an end to
imperialism.

27



It is not appropriate to equate colonialism alone to imperialism. Experience
has shown that imperialism can pre-date colonialism as it did in Africa ...
before colonization which formally put political structures of dominance in
place and carved out areas of exclusive exploitation. Many people take
colonialism as the only form that imperialism can take because most of the
transformation accompanying western capitalist penetration in Africa took
place under colonialism. Imperialism is highly adaptable. History of post-
colonial Africa has also pointed out to us that the end of colonialism does not
put an end to imperialism.

4.2 Doctrine of Imperialism

While there is a minimum of agreement among writerghe definitior
of imperialsm as a concept (as a phenomenon) there have lffezard
views on the nature and character as well as tigeseaof imperialisr

The use of the word has been open to abuse by iogp@eologica
groups as well as social classes both in imperialigirtries and in
imperialised societies. Shifts in global structwe power have als
influenced our views on the phenomet

The doctrines of imperialism are therefore the theoretical opinions
canvassed by the advocates of imperialism to justify their activities in order
= to escape moral condemnation at home and abroad.

—

In the he-days of European expansionism and imperialist advey
especially between the 1850's and the second halieol19th century
there were some dominant views held by thgroups of people in
Western Europe. Such views were also "sold" toréisé of the world a
explanations for imperialism in Africa, Asia andtinaAmerica. Thes
explanations which are also subjective are whatfdrrto in this Stud
Session as doctrinof imperialism. Now, what is a doctrir

The Oxford Universal Dictionary defines doctrine ‘dhat which is laic
down as true concerning a particular departmentkmdwledge a
religion, politics, science and so on, a theorétp@ion”.

The doctrinesof imperialism are therefore the theoretical opnsi
canvassed by the advocates of imperialism to justiéir activities ir
order to escape moral condemnation at home and@bfdree groups
people were involved in canvassing the opiniongyTdre

1. Politicians and statesmen in imperialist nati, e.g. Chamberlain,
Lord Salisbury, for Britain, Bismark, the Eis&anzler for Germany
and Richeleu for France.

2. The ideologues of imperialissuch as P.T. Moon, D. Landes and
British dramatistand Fabian Socialist, Bernard Shaw, who op
that through illiberal colonialism the poor shoubd ruthlessh
abolished by raising their standard of life whileetrich was
preserved.
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3. Imperialist agent’'sespecially colonial officers or field workewho
served in various colonies over time in differeapacities. Amon
these are people like Rudyang Kipling and Lord ltdgaho had tc
commit their views into writing.

4. Cooperative nativesThese are westernized indigenous Afric
who, some sincerehheld the view that colonialism was the t
thing that ever &ppened to Africa and Africal

4.2 Doctrine of power

Reflection

This explains imperialism as the logical outcrop pmwer disparity
between two interacting nations or peoples. Itdscording to thi
dodrine, the exercise of right of the stronger over weaker

The substance of the argument has been stated bielDzandes a
follows: "Imperialism is a mul-farious response to a comm
opportunity that consists simply in disparity ofwm™. Luthy hdds
corroboratively that the passive capacity of the-European world to b
colonized was a basic factor in European world poagethe Europec
drive for expansion itself because virtually, noveheid the colonizer
come across political entitles arocial structures possessing an inhe
capacity to resist external onslaught or people Vs in liberty, anc
independence worth defending and under rulers wargkerving

It is further argued by the apostles of power doetthat power naturall
does not allow powevacuum. It flows to a situation of powerlessni
Europe, in the heyday of imperialist expansion, waegion of powerfL
nations. Africa on the other hand, was inhabitedrdélatively weake
nations. Therefore, European incursion iAfrica obeys perfectly th
law of nature

Dr. Nnamdi Azikwe in one of his early boolRenascent Afric, referred
to this doctrine as the doctrine of exploitatiortdigse the same right
the stronger over the weaker is involved to forcifalke over th¢people
of colonized territories and their resour

Peoples that were once sovereign and who basked in an age long freedom
suddenly became subject peoples under a new administration and new
laws. Their labour could be commandeered at will so were their valuable
resources including the source of their livelihood-land, which had now
become Crown Land.

The argument of imperialists in this regard wast ttiee human an
material resources were being developed on belalfeonative people
In fact, it was the metropolitan states that were therxgeloped while th
colonies were underdeveloped. It was through thecgss that larg
stocks of capital were accumulated in Western Errapd in Nortt
America

The doctrine of power also informed tstyle of colonial administratio
which relied at first on direct coercion and laddter the "pacification
stage, on draconian legal sanctic
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Treaty

A formal contract

or agreement negotiated
between countries or other
political entities.

Reflection

4.2.1 Primary Resistance and the Doctrine of Power

It is necessary to point out the fallacies in thmctdne of power,
especially the aspect of it which gives the impmsghat indigenou
peoples of Africa did nothing to preserve theirapdndence or ward ¢
external aggression mounted in the wake of impgstiaampaign ir
Africa. This is a wrong impressn. The truth is that all Africa
communities put up resistance led by their rulersamitional wa-lords.
This is often referred tas primary resistanc®Ve find ample evidence
such resistance among West African ethnic grougding to the exile ¢
notable rulers like Prempeh of the old Gold CoKstg Jaja of Opobc
and others. In East, Central and Southern Afribe, Kikuyus, Luo
Massai, Matabeles, Mashonas, Dinuzulus, Bakongtis,r@ese up a
various times to resist English, French, Belgiad German imperialist:
At the battle of Adowa, the Ethiopians defeated lthéans. The film.
The Zul,, documents the amount of blood of resisting Zuhat Britain
had to let before she could take over Zululand tvihas now becorr
part of apartheid Rwblic of South Africa.

The second impression that needs correction is tteatcolonizatiot
process was entirely by conquest. This is alse fdlllitary cempaigns
against indigenous rulers and their people, folehwaly in cases whel
the ruler resisted overtures by colonial agentehSwertures, as | ha
mentioned in earlier study sessions, were in thenfof the s-called
“treaties of friendship”.Each colonial agent was supplied with copie
such spurious treaties to be signed and concludéd native rulers
whenever opportunities presented themselves. Yduregall that this
fact has been mentioned befi

Regarding the quality of governanand the state of order on the eve
colonial incursion into African polities, coloniahthropologists, in spit
of the biases of their research methodology wereembjective than th
advocates of colonialism. Most of them testifiedthie high standa of
administration which manifested itself in the gaarce of pr-colonial
African polities

The doctrine of power is no more than a rationalization of predatory
activities of imperialism since the main plank in its argument reduces to
glorification of the employment of brute force to Kkill, destroy and
exterminate cultures in the process of demonstrating superiority of power,
but the doctrine has failed to tell us the prime-motive behind this
demonstration of power. What did the so-called superior power want to
achieve by exercising dominance in African territories? This question
remains unanswered. Now, let us examine another doctrine of imperialism.

4.3 Doctrine of Civilization

30

Imperialism is also explained in terms of civiligimission. The essen
of this doctrine was expressed in a poem writtenabprmer Britist
colonial Governor in Indii- Rudyan Kipling. Consider the first stanza
the poerr
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Take up the Whiteman’s burden

Send forth the best ye breed

Go bid your sons to exile

To serve your captive's needs

To wait in heavy harness

One fluttered fold and wild

Your new caught sullen people’s half devil halfldl

Thus imperialism is conceived as the "w-man's burdengladly carried
in order to civilize black, brown and yellow peoplen all nooks an
corners of the world. An onerous task accepted h@ interest o
humanity. This is what we are supposed to beli&e are also suppos
to believe that whatever is doin the process of this “civilizing missio
is essentially for the good of the black, brown getow peoples. Thi
explains President W. Mckinley's stance when U.8nheaed the
Philippines. He sai

“There is nothing for us to do but to take them, al them
and to educate the Philipinos and uplift and csélianc
christianize them as our own fellow men for whonmist|
also died.”

Such an explanation of imperialism is not limitedraving politicians
and statesmen alone; several se-minded writers withEurocentric
biases rigorously engage in such unscholarly enserp Take fo
instance, Griffiths, in his book Britisimpact h Indig, holds the view
that, "a condemnation action of the colonizationtastamount to
condemnation of the main process by which civiimathas bee
diffused”. To Griffiths, colonialism is the vehiclier the dispersal ¢
civilization across thworld. Even younger generations of European
North American writers have not abandoned this exthje
rationalization for a predatory phenomer Writing in the 1960's, Rupe
Emerson, inNation and the Empitebelieves that "there remain go
reasonsto doubt that normzuropean peoples could have been indi
without compulsion to undertake, in any comparagace of time, th
revolutionizing of their societies which involvedandonment of the
established way of life". This is a refined waysalyirg the same thing
expressed by P.T. Moon in a book that was writterd927 and titlec
Imperialism and World Politic. P.T. Moon, very bluntly put it
follows: "This is altruism, an aggressive altruidmecause it means usi
brutal force to impose on willing native peoples the blessing of Fret
or German or British or American civilisation. Iretkthis altruism goe
to such length that the civilizing nations are il not only to shoot th
Hindus or the Zulus or the Philippinos or the Maxis intoculture but to
undergo the hardship of war with equally zealowgizing nations...

Colonialism is the vehicle for the dispersal of civilization across the world.
Even younger generations of European and North American writers have
= not abandoned this subjective rationalization for a predatory phenomenon

—
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The term "dual mandate" coined by one of the masteassful colonial

governors- Lord Lugard is supposed to summarizailtimate objective

of the civilizing mission of European imperialisthhe notion of dual

mandate views the black, brown and yellow peopfeh® world as the

trust of western civilization. They are to be dzéld and developed not
only in their own interest but also in the intereSmankind.

Comments on the Doctrine of Civilization

The doctrine of civilization reveals the following assumptions at a second
look

1. Absence of any kind of civilization worthy of recognition in Africa,
Asia and Latin America. This eurocentric cultural arrogance explains
the wanton destruction of civilization by Europeans as they came in
contact with other societies. Thus the Spaniards destroyed superior
Inka Culture in Mexico and various African cultures in the wake of
their expansionist efforts. If culture is truly "the complex of the
distinctive beliefs, attainments and traditions of a particular society
which in action assert themselves under the name of a civilization" it
cannot be validly proved that the black, brown and yellow peoples
that imperialism claims to be civilizing, have no cultures of their own
because a society without beliefs, attainments or traditions, no
matter how lowly or exotic, is unthinkable. Therefore, explaining the
imperialist enterprise in terms of civilizing mission is less than honest
about the real purpose of European imperialism in Africa, Asia and
Latin America.

2. Assumption of racial superiority of white people deriving from the
superiority of caucasian culture over those of other peoples of the
world. This forms the root of white racism. For, if you allocate a
subordinate class to other people as the doctrine does, you will
develop contempt for them and consequently discriminate against
them on the basis of their race Marcus Garvey sees the root of white
racism not in the colour of the skin but in the Whiteman’s claim of
superior culture - "because as a race to them we have accomplished
nothing, we have built no nation, no government and because we
are dependent for our economic and political existence."

The racist underpinnings of the doctrine of cidtion which held sway
among western imperialist nations in the heydayhefr incursion into
Africa, as a convenient rationalization for a dgepéconomic
phenomenon, finally surface at the end of World Waand found
documentation in the League of Nations Covenantthadrovisions on
the League's Mandate system. Now, it is pertinentdiscuss this
important document because of the implication whishmplementation
had unleashed on existing international society.

4.3.1 The Civilizing Mission and the League of Nations'
Mandate System

The influence of the USA and President Woodrow Wilen the affairs
of Europe after the First World War, 1914-1918 a#nibe over-
emphasized. Paris Peace Treaty was concluded,tiefigeion the basis
of President Wilson's 14-Point Programme for paaceturn to Europe
and the rest of the world after the defeat of Geymand the Turkish
Ottoman Empire.



Study Session 4 Imperialism in Africa

Paris Peace Treaty recognised the right o-German speakingeoples
of Austrc-Hungarian Empire to setfetermination. To this extent, ne
nations emerged from the ashes of Hapsburg's oidanio Serbiar
Csechs, Slovaks, Bulgarians and other minorities thie Balkar
Peninsular joined others to forge federated s or maintain individue
existence. The First World War, in this fashiont @n end to th
existence of formal political dominance among Eeappeoples in fort
of imperial subjugation. But the situation was eliéint for the peoples
the Middle EastAsia and Africa, Instead of the liquidation of b
German and Ottoman Empires in these regions; thieotees under botl
German and Ottoman Empires were parcelled out hafites othel
established colonial powers. The arrangement wemporated into tr
League of Nations Covenant and called the Mandgdeef

The First World War put an end to the existence of formal political dominance
among European peoples in form of imperial subjugation. But the situation
was different for the peoples of the Middle East, Asia and Africa, Instead of
the liquidation of both German and Ottoman Empires in these regions; the
territories under both German and Ottoman Empires were parcelled out
afresh to other established colonial powers.

The provisions of Article22 of the League of Nations Covenant regul:
the mandate system. First, the territories in th@n@n and Ottoms
Turkish empires were categorised into 3 clas- A,B,C. The Near
Eastern territories (now called Mid-East) were in the A categor-

these were, Syria, Iraq and Palestine. These Arab lamde handed ove
to the British and the French. Syria went to thenéh while Irag an

Palestine went to the British. African territoriesthe two Empires wel
either in the B or C categories; becathe classification correspond
"to the degree of development of the peoples wheevpaced unde
them." Rene Albrec-Carrie, inA Diplomatic History of Eurof hinted
that "the British and the French had planned a itjmart betweer
themselves of the esting German colonies in Africe

The result of theimanoeuvresvas a division of German Cameroon
Togoland between Britain and France. These wereaBdate territories
German Southwest Africa was assigned to the Unic@oath Africa as
C mandate tcause it was "sparsely populated and highly undgesl.”
Southwest Africa was to be administered as an iiatgzart of the Uniol
of South Africa. | shall return to the problem whi&South Africar
administration of the territory now poses for A&t andworld affairs
later in this study session. Further, a portioGefman East Africa calle
Rwandi-Burundi became a Belgian mandate.

In theory, "the mandatory power was to be respdmsidothe League fc
the administration of his mandate, and his role to be that of educatir
the mandate area to the point where it would bepgyel for
independence”. German possessions in the Far Easttaken over b
Japan while Australia and small New Zealand sh&edman Pacifi
possession

The mandate system che League was a glaring documentation of
civilizing mission syndrome. It was not only eurntric and racialist; i
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was fraught with racial and interstate conflict @thiin the ripeness «
time has generated indigenous nationalism thattuin, is curently
clashing with the nationalism of the mandatory poag in the case
the Namibian people and their racist South Afrioppressor. It has al
become a continual source of conflict between thase benefitted fron
the rulership of the mandatoryower and the indigenes who
outplayed like the case is between the Palestiraadsthe Israelis in tt
Middle East toda’

4

06 | SN

Palestinian Refugee Camp

During the Six-Day War of 1967, Israel captured territory from surrounding Arab nations.
Thousands of Palestinian Arabs living in those areas fled to refugee camps administered
by the United Nations, like the Baquar refugee camp in Jordan. The Palestinians remain
the largest refugee population in the world.

Both cases gulp a tremendous amount of resouroes thie peoples ¢
the regions who are locked in the clash of natismad. South Africal
mandate and the intransigence of the aparthei@ d$tatgive up th
administration of Namibia in spite of a rulinf the International Court i
the Hague and UN resolutions terminating the mandatSouth Africe
over the territory as the successor to the Leadgud¢ations has create
conflict situation in Southern Africa as the cocifli between the SWAP
and South Arica has now become a feature of the politics @nSbuther
African region and a continental proble

The presence of the United Nations Peace KeepingeHa the Middle
East since two decades ago illustrates the regognitccorded Are-
Israeli confict as a threat to international peace and securitgay, the
League of Nations' Mandate System has been re@mhfos what it wa:-
"a mere hypocritical cloak for the operation ofditebnal imperialism
adapting itself to the climate and verbiagd¢he day"
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Study Session Summary

/57

Summary

In this Study Sessionwe examined imperialism aan established
political dominance exercised by the imperial poweer a subject rac
nation or communityAdvocates of imperialism statesmen, politicians
and ntellectuals in Europe and North Americhave canvassed
theoretical doctrines for explainirimperialism: the doctrine of power
and the doctrine of civilisatic
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Introduction

Theories of Imperialism

In this Study Session, we shall explore the “egidlled imperialism. This
we will do by examining the various theories thavd been advanced by
scholars on the subject.

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this Study Session, you dhmible to:

5.1 discuss Hobson's view of imperialism and why it is referte
as economic theory of imperialism.

5.2 contrast Hobson's and Lenin's theories of imperialism.

5.3 discuss the reasons why Schumpeter's theory of imperiabsoonsidered
to be of low utilitarian value.

5.4 discuss why the Devil's and Schumpeter's theory are cemnsilinferior
to Hobson's and Lenin's.

5.1 Hobson'’s Theory of Imperialism

Hint

In 1902, J. A. Hobson wrote a book titlednperialism A Study By
publishing this book, Hobson started a series @btétical discussions on
imperialism as serious-minded scholars were noisfeat with the
explanations presented by imperialist statesmesir fteld-workers and
intellectual supporters.

John Atkinson Hobson was born in 1858 and "bretthénmiddle stratum
of the middle class of a middle-sized industriatmoof the Mid-lands."
His theory was not only the first systematicallytiadated and
scientifically researched study; it was also thetfeconomic theory of
imperialism.

Hobson sees imperialism as the consequence of maladjustment in the
capitalist mode of production which brings in its wake a grossly unfair
income distribution pattern among the different social classes that make up
the civil society. This in turn results in 'under consumption on one hand
and over savings on the other.

Progressively, excess goods pile up within theneot as well as excess
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capital. He puts it as follown

“Everywhere appear excessive powers of produc
excessive capital in search imivestment. It is admitte
by all businessmen that the growth of the power
production in their country exceeds the growth
consumption, that more goods can be produced thai
be sold at a profit, and the more capital existattban
find/remuneratve investment. It is this econor
condition of affairs that forms the troot of
imperialism.”

It is important to pay attention to the above quotation as it explains why
Hobson's theory of imperialism is referred to as an economic theory of
imperialism. The last sentence is particularly worthy of note for it leaves no
one in doubt as to what Hobson believed to be the main cause of imperialism
or, in his own words, "the tap-root of imperialism".

Much as Hobson traced the "-root of imperisism" to a particular
“economic condition of affairs”, he recognised tbé&e which the use ¢
political power plays in implementing an imperialgolicy. It can evel
be said that Hobson recognized the limitationsheféconomic actors
achieving their ends. Now, hear him:

“As one nation after another enters the machine @y
and adopts advanced industrial methods, it becomese
difficult for its manufacturers, merchants and fic#ers to
dispose profitably of their economic resources #rel are
tempted more and more to use their governments iarda
secure for their particular use some distant undswed
country by annexation and protection...”

From this quotation it does appear that the imfistianterprise is mea
to find solutions to idetified economic problems. This solutic
according to Hobson, is recommended by economicorgc-
"manufacturers, merchants and financiers". Thetip@aln or statesmal
who commands political power, deploys it to achidve objective. Bui
of course, hehas to give a national interestelated explanation for tt
deployment of state power since there are morepgrau the state the
merchants, manufacturers, and financiers. For nestawhat woul
peasants, workers and the unemployed say if theywkihat their
government has committed so much of their human araderial
resources in order to secure the annexation atarditerritory on beha
of or for the benefit of manufacturers, merchamd &nanciers only’
This explains why politicians and tesmen do not tell the truth abc
why they engage in imperialist enterpr

5.1.1 Mechanisms of Hobson's Theory
Hobson also identified two mechanisms for achievimgperialist

objectives. These are a reversiormercantilism and war or militarism
The chace of these mechanisms relates directly to thegssirobjective
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Mercantilism  An
economic policy in which
governmental control is
exercised over industry and
trade in accordance with
the theory that national
strength is increased by a
preponderance of exports
over imports.

of imperialism in the 19th centu

This was to annex foreign territories under varipustexts. It was th
colonial stage of imperialism. Imperialist coungriat this stage had
fight cclonial wars because all peoples resisted the cxdtion bid.
Unless such resistance was broken, by force of,aratenisation couls
not procee(

Again imperialism in the 19th century had to beevaht because of ti
nature of economic state of affawhich gave rise to imperialism. Mark
had to be found for dumping goods and raw matehatsto flow to the
colonial metropole and to the industries. It shdoédborne in mind thi
these mechanisms later became obsolete as imperiglianged its fort

5.1.2 Prevention of the Rise of Imperialism

Hobson saw imperialism as an undesirable phenomefentherefore
made policy recommendations to prevent the risinperialism. As fa
as he was concerned, imperialism does not corestitutinevitable stac
in the development. The following are some of thdlipupolicies
recommended in order to prevent the rise of impena under
capitalism

1.Rapid and important structural changes in the ri@tand socia
environment.

2. Public planning.

3.The use of taxatiorio eliminate material inequalities among
social classes.

It must be stated here that although his recommendations conflict with the
social consequences of capitalism, Hobson upheld liberal economic traditions
by rejecting both class struggle and Marx's labour theory of value. For these
and other reasons Hobson's is also known as the liberal theory of
imperialism.

5.2 Lenin's Theory of Imperialism

38

When Hobson's booklimperialism A Studywas published in 1902,
generated a lot of controversy among the intellstin Europe an
North America. The Marxists were most vocal in thaiticism of his
theory and its conclusions. The most outstandintp@fdisciples of Mar
who engaged inhis theoretical controversy were Lenin, Karl Kayts
Rosa Luxembourg and Hilferding. Each of these Martkieoreticians, i
the process of disputation and polemics, threw nlighg on the natur
and essence of imperialis

Lenin's theory was and stillemains the most popular contributi
because it combined the best in the contributidnthese people. S
strictly speaking, Lenin's theory is not originalltenin because variol
aspects of it have been articulated more or leski®yellow Marxists
For instance, the concept “finance-capital”which means the merger
industrial and bank capital was originated by Hdfag who wrote
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book titled Finance-capital before Lenin's book was published. \
Lenin's book which bears the titimperialism the Highest Stage !
Capitalisn was published in 1916. It was written, not in Rassis yol
might think, but in Zurich in the spring of thataye In the preface to tt
Russian edition of the book where Lenin was lanmgntpaucity o
literature on theubject, he declared: "1 made use of the principajlish
work Imperialism, J. A. Hobson's book, with all teare that, in m
opinion, that work deserves" This leaves no oneloobt that he we
reacting to Hobson's theo

Lenin's theory was and still remains the most popular contribution because it
combined the best in the contributions of these people. So, strictly speaking,
Lenin's theory is not original to Lenin because various aspects of it have been
articulated more or less by his fellow Marxists.

In the presentation of his theory, Lenin first dfidentifies five feature:
which define imperialism. The features are as it

1. The concentration of production and capital devetbpo such .
stage that it creates monopolies which playdecisive role in
economic life.

2. A merger of bank capital with industrial capitalvigig rise tc
financeeapital" and consequently to a financial oligar

3. Exportation of capital as distinguished from comityodxportation

4. The existence of internationahmitalist monopoly combines whi
divide up the world.

5. Complete territorial division of the world amongetigreates
capitalist powers.

The synthesis of these features form the c-piece of Lenin’s theor
which he articulates as follov

“Imperialism is capitalist in that stage of developmeni
which the domination of monopolies and finance tedpias
established itself; in which the export of capttals acquirec
pronounced importance, in which the division of therld
among the international trustkas begun; in which tr
partition of all territories of the globe among thgreat
capitalist powers has been completed.”

You will agree with me that this main body of Lesitheory is purel
economic in character and content. But there ie alsninor tstorical
aspect to the theol

This historical portion of the theory attempts kplain that imperialism
as a phenomenon, surfaces at a particular stagieeigevelopment ¢
capitalism. Which stage'? The highest stage of talign. Lenin
disagreed wit Hobson over the possibility of a rational and hue
domestic economic and social policy curing or eliating imperialis
tendency in capitalisn
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Lenin argues that "uneven development and wretchaditions of the
masses are fundamental and inevitable conditiomspaomises of this
mode of production”. (p. 63). He further assertatthurplus capital
Hint would not be used to the purpose of raising thadsed of living of
the masses in a given country as long as capitabefmaves true to
type, instead such surplus capital would be expbrédroad to
backward countries where they will attract higheirgst rates.

5.2.1 Mechanisms of Lenin’s Theory on Imperialism

The mechanisms employed by imperialism which Ledintified are
similar to those of Hobson but with some modifica. To Lenin,
militarism is a natural ally of imperialism as diteviolence in form of
wars is needed, at various levels, to achieve imalr ends. First,
military operations are necessary to subdue thigendus peoples of the
territory to be annexed and the subjugation hdgetmaintained by force
of arms on a continuous basis.

Furthermore, arms race among imperialist poweiligdsgitable because
each power wants to eliminate the other in orddeke over her colony
or sphere of influence so that all the economic political advantages
may accrue to her. He states that "politically, émglism is, in general, a
striving towards violence and reaction". On theqfoa of cartelization,
while Hobson sees it as a means to imperialist legwlin views the same
phenomenon as a precondition for imperialism.

5.3 Joseph Schumpeter’s Theory of Imperialism

JosephSchumpetawas an economist born in 1883. He lived and wabrke
as a professor of economics in his native Austetofe he migrated to
Germany and USA where be died in 1950.

Schumpeter's explanation of imperialism is socidalgin nature. This
explanation was articulated in his essay, "Zur &ogie der
Imperialismus”, which was published in 1919. Thiodgeinz Nordon's
translation, it became available in English Languamder the title
‘Imperialism and Social Classes’.

Schumpeter explains imperialism as social atavistn.cannot be
explained in terms of special interests, economiditical or any other,
he argues. Imperialism is a non-rational phenomesmlich consists in
aggressive expansionism without a specific objectiv mind. It is
thrown up by impulses which characterize the agiwesbehaviour of
individuals and social classes whenever they ardemurnpressure.
Imperialism is therefore the manifestation of thestiges of the
Psychological structural outcome of such pressuck effort to survive
after the pressure has gone.

He argues further that far from being the causenptrialism, capitalism
is antithetical to it. This is because the largpacaty for innovation and
invention which capitalism calls for demands imturationality at every
turn. Therefore, it is unlikely that capitalism Ipredispose people to the



Study Session5 Theories of Imperialism

risks involved in te imperialist enterprise. In his own wol

“Imperialism is atavistic in character. It falls mtarge groups
of surviving features from earlier ages that playcls an
important part in every concrete social situatioim other
words, it is an element thatems from the living conditions r
of the present but of the past... since the vieglds that create
it have passed away for good, it too must gradudibappear”

Quite a number of writers have criticized Schumpetéheory foi
imperialism. Somehave even suggested that his is not a theor
imperialism. Let us examine some of the things Wititaude Ake has 1
say about Schumpeter's theory of imperial

Ake's first quarrel with the theory is its defioiti of imperialism
Imperialism defined s "expansionism pursued specifically by milit
force" he finds grossly inadequate, because mylitsmbjugation o
foreign lands is not the only method of subjugafmssible. In fact, th
same results have been accomplished through econmeéns. The
Ake argues that the notion of imperialism as a psepess impuls
without the realization of a concrete objectivennind in spite of ite
aggression and risks recognized by Schumpeter Hiceanot be take
too seriously. Furthermore, to trace suchrrational behaviour to son
historically acquired disposition is, to say thadi a source of confusi

Finally, Ake critically examined Schumpeter's digation of
imperialism from capitalism on the score that cfsin is rational whil
imperialismis irrational and concludes that "one of the ird&ng things
about capitalism is that it looks so rational froine perspective of tr
individual competitor but quite irrational from thmoint of view of the
whole system. The multiplicity of centres economic decisic-making,
necessarily a feature of capitalism, leads to atevad resource:
competition and anarchy, and the gearing of pradocto effective
demand means that production is often dissociatad fvant". (Ake, p
24).

Schumpeter's theory is nebulous and of low utiitarvalue, especiall
when compared with the theories that we examinddréedt. But
Schumpeter's is not the only theory of imperialibat lacks eleance
and rigour. Shortly, we shall examine another orith videntical
features

O You will observe from the foreyoing that the central message

—

ip

5.4 The "Devil's" Theory of Imperialism

Unlike the theories that we have discussed satiar;'devil's" theory o
imperialism is no handiwork of a single person loe perfection of .
theory propounded by a school of thought. Compavigd Lenin's anc
Hobson's theories of imperialism, this try is a rather facile stateme
It was propounded by thNye Committeeof the US Senate whic
investigated between 193- 1936, the influence of financial al
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industrial interests on the U.S intervention in Baest World War. This

theory is sometimes referred to as the "devil'ebtl of war.
an

Terrorists Destroy World Trade
Center

A fireball erupts from the south
tower of the World Trade Center in
New York City after a hijacked
passenger jet crashed into it on
September 11, 2001. Another
hijacked jet had crashed into the
~@north tower about 15 minutes
Mearlier. Both of the 110-story
skyscrapers soon collapsed
completely. Hijackers crashed a
third plane into the Pentagon in
I A rlington, Virginia, and a fourth
hijacked plane crashed in
Pennsylvania. The terrorist
: i iMattacks, which killed about 3,000
| = — IS Y ilocople, were the deadliest in
e e | | | | | ] ;||‘ United States history.
o 111

The theory which, in effect, was the report of tBammittee, identifies
the class of people that benefit from war directfhese are the
ammunition makers and financial barons as welhtermational bankers
in Wall Street. The theory then proceeds to draawctimclusion that these
categories of people, since they profit by war-nesingy, exert pressure
on governments to wage wars and engage in expastsaord predatory
policies. In this way, the devil's theory attemiat®xplain imperialism as
a conspiracy of the capitalist class, emphasidimgntilitarist aspect of
imperialism like Schumpeter. In certain circlesapdthe United States
global engagement and involvement in declared amtbclared wars in
different parts of the Third World are still expiad in terms of the
influence of "military-industrial complex" on Amean foreign policy.

The general theory that can be teased out of the-going is that
imperialism, as a phenomenon, appears under dapitalwith
industrialists and financiers performing vanguaotes in its enterprise.
War is identified as the mechanism for achievingénnalist goals.

As was said at the beginning of this study sesdioth Schumpeter's as
well as the "Devil's" theories of imperialism lathe sophistication of
both Hobson's and Lenin's theories. You must absee lobserved that
both overly emphasize the use of military poweathieve imperialist
objectives. The problem with this aspect of theeadry is not that they
identify militarism as a mechanism, after all bétbbson and Lenin in
various ways also identify this mechanism but théty not over-
emphasize it in order to avoid the impression ttas is the only
mechanism applicable.




Theories of Imperialism

What are the weaknesses in the theoriesanced in support ¢
imperialism?

Discussion Activity Post your findings on Study Session Six forum page on course website.

Study Session Summary

In this Study session, we focused on four theoo&smperialism.
Hobson’s theory of imperialism attributed the rigkimperialism tc
maladjustment in the capitalist mode of productibenin identified

imperialism as essentially an economic phenomerith socio-political

Summary outgrowths. Schumpeter's theory of imperialism eepnts

psychological explanation for the phenomenThe "Devil's" theory

which was propounded by the Nye Committee of USaBemwas als
discusse.
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Study Session 6

Structural Theories of Imperialism

Introduction

In this Study Session, we shall examine the stratttheories of
imperialism. This theories illustrates how struatwelationships among
human collectivities can precipitate over time idtoninance.

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this Study Session, you dhmible to:

6.1 explain how the structural theory of imperialism differ®rh
the general theories.

6.2 discuss the mechanisms of structural theory of imperialism
6.3 present a discourse on the five forms of imperialism.

6.1 Imperialism in Structural Perspective

From structural perspective, imperialism is a danire relation between
collectivities, particularly between nations. Itassophisticated type of
dominance relation which cuts across nations, gaisself on a bridge-

head. This bridge-head is established by the Cenation in the

Periphery nation for the joint benefit of both bemn. This definition, as
you will observe, is different from the ones we éaliscussed in this
course. Firstly, it does not talk about any ecomosyistem in relation to
the cause of imperialism. You will recall that Hohs Lenin and the
Devil's Theory all nominated capitalism as the sagonomic system
that throws up imperialism. This definition is cemced with relations
between nations - a Centre nation and a Peripraigm

A Centre nation is an industrialized nation which controls a lasgeck
of capital and has achieved an appreciably higéllefitechnology.

A Periphery nation is an agrarian - primary goods producing nation,
with very low capital stock whose technological iegbment is
abysmally low.

The author of this theory is Johan Galtung. He iNamwegian social
scientist. He is currently the Rector of United iNas University and the
fore-most European peace researcher. His structtingory of

imperialism first appeared in tl®urnal of Peace Researgublished in

1971.
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Study Session 6 Structural Theories of Imperialism

A Centre nation is an industrialized nation which controls a large stock of
capital and has achieved an appreciably high level of technology. In
contrast, a Periphery nation is an agrarian - primary goods producing
nation, with very low capital stock whose technological achievement is
abysmally low.

6.2 Mechanisms for Structural Imperialism

Hint

Galtung identified two mechanisms for bringing abdonperialistic
relations between two nations. These

i. Vertical interaction relations
ii. Feudal interaction relations.

6.2.1 Vertical interaction relations

Vertical interaction relation are defined by the nature of excha
pattern between the Centre nation and its Peripbeupterpart. Vertice
interaction relations constitute the major sourd¢einequality among
nations. This inequlity is in turn traceable to the unequal (asymnag
nature of the exchange between the two nationss&ydhat a particule
exchange is unequal (asymmetric) if the two exchngarties do nc
benefit equally from the deal. This means that pagy d«ives more
advantages or qualitatively better advantages ftloentransaction the
the other. The particular case of exchange betvileerCentre and tt
Periphery is characterised by primary (unprocesgedyls in exchanc
for processed goods. More and litatively better advantages accrue
the Centre nation which exchanges its processedsg@og. fertilizer) fo
unprocessed goods (e.g. cocoa beans) from thehBeripatior

Vertical interaction relations constitute the major source of inequality
among nations. This inequality is in turn traceable to the unequal
(asymmetric) nature of the exchange between the two nations. We say
that a particular exchange is unequal (asymmetric) if the two exchanging
parties do not benefit equally from the deal. This means that one party
derives more advantages or qualitatively better advantages from the
transaction than the other.

Effects of Unequal Exchange

Two types of effects become noticeable when twaonatengage i
unequal exchange. These

A. Inter-actor effect
B. Intra-actor effects

Inter -actor effects

When two nations (e.g. C & P) are engaged in urlegxehange ove
time a gap develops between them. As the exchang®longed so dot
the gap (in terms of material welfare and poweeath n&don) widen
until it becomes obvious to everybody. This gap esaitself noticeabl
in various aspects of national life cast in compaeamould. Thes
effects are known as in-actor effects of unequal exchar
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Reflection

Intra -actor effects

These are the effeciof unequal exchange that manifest themse
within the domestic environment of the two natiomsgaged in th
transaction. They are essentially social, econ@nit political in nature
Usually they are negative in Periphery nations avliiley are, of case
positive in centr-nations to the extent that their domestic enviramnie
strengthened through the exchange. The relatioexdoitative. It is
important to note that the inequality in cocoa - fertilizer exchange
pattern is traceable to the p in the processing level of the thir
exchange«

6.2.2 Feudal Interaction Structure

This is the mechanism that is employed to maingaid reinforce th
inequality between nations through vertical intéoacrelations. It doe
one more thing. It protes the gains of the Centre nation and perpet
holds down the Periphery nation through the opamadif certain rules t
wit;
i. There is only vertical interaction between Perighand Centr
nations

ii. There is no interaction between the Periphery na

iii. Multilateral interaction involving a Centre and anyvo,
independent Peripheries is missing.

iv. Centre monopolizes interaction with the outsidela

In this manner Periphery nations become excluspleies of intere:
and satellites of individual Centreations. In other words, through tl
mechanism, free interaction of the Periphery witheo nations of th
world is restricted. This casts grave doubts orstheereignty of P, in th
face of impaired capacity, to relate to its coumaets on rational «
mutually beneficial basis. The consequence of #iigation for the
development of P is grave as we look into its eff@c many way:

It reduces the possibility of multiple trading peets and therefol
exposes P to the blemail of C in whose handse bulk of P's trading

concentrated. Politically, C makes crucial decisiéor P as it virtually
holds the pursstring. This political power is exercised eitheredtly or
through its surrogates who constitute the bridgéAdee deployment ¢
thest two mechanisms spells dependency of P on C.

Periphery nations become exclusive spheres ofdsitand satellites
individual Centre nations. In other words, throtigis mechanism, fre
interaction of the Periphery with other nations the world is
restricted. This casts grave doubts on the sovasemwf P, in the fac
of impaired capacity, to relate to its counterpawts rational an
mutually beneficial basis. The consequence of ditisation for the
development of P is gra.
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6.3 Types of Imperialism

The two mechanisms explained above eliminate teetidirect violence
by imperialism unless they do not work as perfeatiythey should. Thus,
we can say that at its mature or sophisticatedestagjitarism ceases to
be an inevitable mechanism for imperialism as tlderotheories do
assert.

Now, five well developed types of imperialism adentifiable. These
are:

i. Economic imperialism

ii. Cultural imperialism

iii. Communication imperialism
iv. Political imperialism

v. Military imperialism

6.3.1 Economic Imperialism

As | have explained under vertical interactionusture, it is this
structure that engenders economic imperialism. Tdussists in the
satellization of the economy of P. to the exteat ihbecomes a service-
economy to that of C. P is totally dependent ondC ifs capital,
processed goods, managerial skill as well as tdagpoWhenever C's
economy catches cold, that of P must start sneedihig relationship
impedes the economic development of P. Therefamanic stagnation
occurs whose consequences are manifested in btititglaand social
spheres of the life of the imperialized society.

6.3.2 Cultural Imperialism

This is sometimes referred to as scientific imglesim because it has to
do with the processing of African data in Europd &forth Africa and
the subsequent exportation of theories derivedetirem back to Africa.
In this manner the dominance of Centre nationsiense and technology
is illustrated. On the general, plain cultural impksm means the
pervasive dominance of western cultural values gowtls in Periphery
nations some of which had had more glorious culfpast than some of
the nations that now dominate them culturally. Tiieicking mentality
of the ruling class in Periphery nations has engesl cultural
imperialism more than any other factor.

6.3.3Communication Imperialism

This type relates to the dominance of the Centrgoms& in matters
relating to communication media as well as trangpion. Specifically, it
has to do with Mass media communication, and alimfo of
transportation vehicles (land, space and water). &l these are
dominated by the Centre nations while Peripheryionat enjoy
communication technology by their grace. Thereotaltdependence on
Centre nations for supply and maintenance of alnakttypes of
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Discussion Activity

communication media. Through this form of impesaliit is easy fo
Centre nations to control the minds of people ingPery nation:s

6.3.4 Political Imperialism

Political imperialism is related to the dominancercised by Centre
nations over Periphery ones in matters relatingléoisior-making as
well as model lending. Through it, the-called foreign experts enhar

the effectiveness of political imperialism in Péx@py nations and redu

the actual soverenty of the states.

6.3.5 Military Imperialism

Military imperialism is the dominance of Centre inat in military
matters. This includes the supply of military hasdevand the provisic
of training facilities and logistics. This is illwated by the fa that all
Third World nations rely on Europe and North Amarfor their suppl
of military hardware and training. In times of clietf military advisers
are also sent to troubled areas in the Third Woslgnsibly to help th
friendly nation but infacto protect the interest of the Centre ne.

Discuss the most prominent type of imperialismlmAfrican continet.

Post your findings on Study Session Six forum page on course website.

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Sessiolyou learnt thaStructural Theory of impetlism is
based on two mechanismsertical interaction structu and feudal
interaction structur The poper functioning of these mechanis
eliminates the use of overt violence in establishing n-purpose
dominance

Without the cooperation of the ruling class in tReriphery nations
structural imperialism by Centre nations is notgtole. It serves as tf
bridge-head.

Five types of imperialism aralso identified. These are econon
cultural, communication, political and milita
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Study Session 7

Relevance of Imperialism to the Study of

Introduction

Politics in Africa

In this previous study session, we shall summanizg we have gone this
length to study imperialism in a course of Poliiicg\frica.

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this Study Session, you dhmeiable to:

7.1 make a strong case on your own for the study of impisrial

1.1 Relevance of the Study of Imperialism

Hint

You will wonder why so much time and energy hasnbéevoted to the
study of imperialism in a course on Politics inidfr. We have to do this
if you should understand the roots of the realitidsch define African
politics today. Unless we do, you have no way ajwimg why the post-
colonial African state behaves the way it does thedefore have insight
into its problems. Furthermore, a student of Afmigaolitics with a flair
for in-depth knowledge of the economic predican@rifrican societies
in post-colonial era will continue to chase thedsiva unless the problem
is situated within the historical context to whitbelongs.

We would be unable to say much about the institutions of the post-colonial
state and society and their behaviour unless we unravel the problem of
their roots and therefore the rationale for introducing them in the colonial
situation.

Therefore, unless we look closely into the rootsl dhe course of
imperialism, we will not only be unable to explawijth appreciable
degree of credibility, the nature and characteAfoican politics, but we
would also fail to realize why African states operander what Julius
Nyerere calls "hostile external environment". Nav lis examine some
essential components of African politics in orderassess the relevance
of imperialism to its study.
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1.2 Post-Colonial African State

The pos-colonial African state that represents both the physical as
as the juridical terrain of African politics owes ibirth to imperialism
How? The pot-colonial state is a successor state to the colstasé. The
colonial state was put together by colonial fiabitrarily and to suit
imperialist objectives. The way the borders arewdrallustrates the
arbitrariness that | am talking about and the disimerment of a sing|
ethnic group (a nation) into three or more partthiee or more states is
demonstrationf this arbitrariness.

On the theoretical plain, it is impossible to expléne emergence of tt
colonial state and therefore, that of the -colonial state, in terms of ai
of the well established theories of the state. &mmple, the coloni
state id not emerge as antagonistic class interests eoaatoncilable
as Marxists say. Nor does the Lockean social contreeory apply. Th
colonial state was an artificial state created bycd of arms an
therefore, welded culturally disparate peopogether in an involuntai
political arrangement, so much so that decades #teexistence of tr
colonial state, its nation has not arrived. Thisstibutes an intractab
political problem which manifests itself in quitenamber of ways. S
many poltical problems have been traced to the nature hadacter o
the pos-colonial state that political scientists are noweggl that a theot
of the pos-colonial state has become necessary. A number df
theories are now available. In this regard, contributions of Hamz
Alavi and Leys should be mentioned, although thdatk is still
inconclusive

The colonial state did not emerge as antagonistic class interests became
irreconcilable as Marxists say. Nor does the Lockean social contract theory
apply. The colonial state was an artificial state created by force of arms and
therefore, welded culturally disparate peoples together in an involuntary
political arrangement, so much so that decades after the existence of the
colonial state, its nation has not arrived

1.3 African Economy

You will recall that early in this course, we toak look at the
characteristic features of |-colonial political economy. You wi
observe that these features are not shared by dbicolonial Africa.
There has been a tremendous change since colamialisu will also
recall that the presence of European powers ircAfduring the scramb
has been explained in economic terms. The strdcttireory of
imperialism attempts to explaine relationship between the econon
of African states (Periphery nations) with thosenafustrialized Europe
N. America and Japan (Centre nations). The consegse of the
exchange interaction between Africa and EuropeiAmerica and Jape
for interna material situation in those African states have &sen mad
clear by that theory. You will now see how ignorarftthe roots o
Africa’'s economic situation we would have been aiitha good grasp ¢
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what imperialism is all about. Our knowledge ofitics in Africa would,
in turn, have been superficial without a good ustderding of the natui
and character of the economy of African st

1.4 Political Institutions

African political institutions whose study is in&able in a meaningft
discussion c African politics are essentially those that emerdedng
colonization and nurtured in, the colonial situati

Although political institutions like the judiciary and the legislature did exist in
traditional African political systems, their structure and function were different.
Other political institutions like the political party and official opposition were
totally unknown to the traditional political system.

The vestiges of traditional political system have, all intents an
purposes, lostower and punch to the modern wes-type ones that
came with colonialism. Wherever a clash occurs betwthese vestig
of the old and the new, it is often settled in fawof the new. Our stuc
of imperialism explains to us why these politicastituions were not
introduced in their original forms but had to beapttd to serv
subjectively defined objective

1.4 Global Political System

It is not possible for a student of African pol#ito understand Africa
external relations and linkages as ' as patterns of Africa's trade floy
and other international economic relations withsittating all of thos
within the right historical perspecti

Drawing on our knowledge of imperialism and its tmmporary forms
the position of African states win the global power structure is me
clear. It also sets limit on the extent to whichdh states can rely on t
global power sucture to solve their problems.

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Sessionyou learnt thatknowledge of imperialism i
crucial to our study of politics in Africa becaufiee African Stat
(colonial and po-colonial) is a product of imperialist enterpri
Furthermore, political institutions of African stat as well as the
economies took ttir content and form from the colonial situation.d"
with the transformation of the traditional Africgolity to a moden
African state we need an-depth knowledge of the forces and impu
that forged the relationship between Africa anddparas welas North
America which continue to have influence on thdtjgsl, economy an
the social structures in African societ
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