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Vice-Chancellor's Message

The Distance Learning Centre is building on a stiatlition of over two decades of
service in the provision of External Studies Pragre and now Distance Learning
Education in Nigeria and beyond. The Distance Legrnmode to which we are
committed is providing access to many deservingeNagns in having access to higher
education especially those who by the nature aof #regagement do not have the luxury
of full time education. Recently, it is contribugiim no small measure to providing places
for teeming Nigerian youths who for one reasorherdther could not get admission into
the conventional universities.

These course materials have been written by wrigpesially trained in ODL course
delivery. The writers have made great efforts tovmte up to date information,
knowledge and skills in the different disciplinesdaensure that the materials are user-
friendly.

In addition to provision of course materials innprand e-format, a lot of Information
Technology input has also gone into the deploynoérdourse materials. Most of them
can be downloaded from the DLC website and arelabaiin audio format which you
can also download into your mobile phones, IPod3Mimhong other devices to allow
you listen to the audio study sessions. Some ofsthdy session materials have been
scripted and are being broadcast on the univessiiyamond Radio FM 101.1, while
others have been delivered and captured in audimaliformat in a classroom
environment for use by our students. Detailed mi@ion on availability and access is
available on the website. We will continue in offiods to provide and review course
materials for our courses.

However, for you to take advantage of these formaia will need to improve on your
I.T. skills and develop requisite distance learni@glture. It is well known that, for
efficient and effective provision of Distance leiagn education, availability of
appropriate and relevant course materialssga qua nonSo also, is the availability of
multiple plat form for the convenience of our statde It is in fulfilment of this, that
series of course materials are being written tdkenaur students study at their own pace
and convenience.

It is our hope that you will put these course niateito the best use.

Prof. Abel Idowu Olayinka
Vice-Chancellor



Foreword

As part of its vision of providing  education f6éLiberty and Development” for
Nigerians and the International Community, the @nsity of Ibadan, Distance Learning
Centre has recently embarked on a vigorous repaosity agenda which aimed at
embracing a holistic and all encompassing apprtathe delivery of its Open Distance
Learning (ODL) programmes. Thus we are committedlobal best practices in distance
learning provision. Apart from providing an effiote administrative and academic
support for our students, we are committed to pliog educational resource materials
for the use of our students. We are convinced thi#ttout an up-to-date, learner-friendly
and distance learning compliant course materiakxetcannot be any basis to lay claim
to being a provider of distance learning educatiodeed, availability of appropriate
course materials in multiple formats is the hubaofy distance learning provision
worldwide.

In view of the above, we are vigorously pursuingaasatter of priority, the provision of
credible, learner-friendly and interactive coursetenals for all our courses. We
commissioned the authoring of, and review of coumnsgerials to teams of experts and
their outputs were subjected to rigorous peer rev@eensure standard. The approach not
only emphasizes cognitive knowledge, but alsoskild humane values which are at the
core of education, even in an ICT age.

The development of the materials which is on-gaatgp had input from experienced
editors and illustrators who have ensured that t#wey accurate, current and learner-
friendly. They are specially written with distarlearners in mind. This is very important
because, distance learning involves non-residestialents who can often feel isolated
from the community of learners.

It is important to note that, for a distance leanmeexcel there is the need to source and
read relevant materials apart from this course mnahte Therefore, adequate
supplementary reading materials as well as otHerrnmation sources are suggested in the
course materials.

Apart from the responsibility for you to read tkeisurse material with others, you are also
advised to seek assistance from your course f#Hoig especially academic advisors
during your study even before the interactive sessvhich is by design for revision.
Your academic advisors will assist you using comentechnology including Google
Hang Out, You Tube, Talk Fusion, etc. but you hevtake advantage of these. It is also
going to be of immense advantage if you complesggasents as at when due so as to
have necessary feedbacks as a guide.

The implication of the above is that, a distana@rer has a responsibility to develop
requisite distance learning culture which includigent and disciplined self-study,
seeking available administrative and academic sdppod acquisition of basic
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information technology skills. This is why you aecouraged to develop your computer
skills by availing yourself the opportunity of tnamg that the Centre’s provide and put
these into use.

In conclusion, it is envisaged that the course masewould also be useful for the
regular students of tertiary institutions in Nigewho are faced with a dearth of high
guality textbooks. We are therefore, delighted tespnt these titles to both our distance
learning students and the university’s regular etiisl We are confident that the
materials will be an invaluable resource to all.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewersd goroduction staff for the high
guality of work.

Best wishes.

@‘——\ a2

Professor Bayo Okunade
Director
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Study Session 1 Understanding Sociological Theory

Introduction

Sociological theory simply refers to a complex ttedical and methodological framework that
facilitates organizing knowledge that is used talgre the social world. It is recognized that
sociological theory is constantly evolving — it alves analysis at a macro-level, which focuses
on social structures shaping the society; and arsaBt a micro-level which is usually a more
detailed study on social interaction taking platspecific situations.

This Study Session will focus on Understanding &ogical Theory. You will learn the
Meaning of Sociological Theory, Accounts of the briance of Sociological Theory, and
Contributions of Early Sociologists to Sociologicdheory. Also Basic Assumption in

Sociological Theory will also be treated.
Learning Outcomes for Study Session

When you have study this session, you should ketabl

1.1 Explain the Origin and Meaning of Sociologitakory (SAQ 1.1)
1.2 Discuss Sociologists to Sociological Theory (5A2)

1.3 Discuss the Basic Assumption in Sociologicadry (1.3)



1.1  Origin and Meaning of Sociological Theory
To a large extent, the central theories and rekaaterests of Sociology represent both social
and intellectual conditions that led to the emeogeof the discipline of Sociology in nineteenth-

century Europe.

Spirituslity

Figure 1.1: Sociology Chain

Source:Distance Learning Centre University of Ibadan

The tremendous political and economic changes dWwapt Europe at the time brought about
disturbing impacts to the sustainability and legdcy of all social institutions in the European
society. Thus, what became needful was a compléxoseheoretical and methodological

framework that would translate these disturbingaotp into new perspectives where they could

be analyzed in a systematic fashion as found im#teral sciences.

Box 1.1. Emerging of Sociology

“Sociology as a discipline emerged with such per8pes, and this consequently is the main
contribution made by the founding fathers of thecqlline, such as Comte, Spencer, Marx,

Weber, Simmel and Durkheim”.
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Figure 1.2: Sociology Body

Source:www.indiana.edu/~soc/img/Sociology_word_cloud_1.jpg

Auguste Comte, one of the founding fathers of tiseigline who gave Sociology its name and
much of its vision for society, emphasized the dbation that Sociology could make to the
development of a new social order. He holds thatpilrpose of Sociology is the uncovering of
laws of social order and social progress.

He demonstrated that with sociological theoriesrgjpectives), Sociology would avoid the
fragmentation of social reality perpetrated by ottisciplines; thus, resolving the social crisis
caused by the conflict between rival principlegxplanation.

Like Comte, Herbert Spencer set out by bringingetbgr the various elements of social order
and process into a general model. He made imagease of the organic analogy in analyzing
the nature of social interrelationships; and he almployed the theory of evolution in explaining
the course of social development.

For Karl Marx, he also treated themes of sociarimeiationships and development; however, he
went further to prescribe some definite causaltieiahips between social structures. The mode
of production of material-life is seen as a deteant of social, political and even spiritual
processes of life.

On his part, Max Weber did not provide a model diole social systems; instead, he provided
models (ideal types) of parts of such systems. ddiscept of bureaucratic rationalization for

instance, showed trends which characterized theemoaorld.



Figure 1.3: Auguste Comte, one of the Founding Fathers Sagyolo
Source:www.1bp.blogspot.com/Auguste-Comte-1850.jpg

Georg Simmel’'s Sociology is closely related to th¥Weber, as he attempts to relate forms of
social interaction to larger social structures.ddewed the difference of the social interaction in
small-scale communities with that which occur itlesi and towns.

Almost all the early sociologists were interestaddefining the distinctive character of social
phenomena. More so, Emile Durkheim emphasized ercdhstraints which society exercises on
the individual, and the pathological consequencéschw result when such constraints are
removed. He analyzed the social causes of suicidegects explanations which viewed it as a

purely individual phenomenon.

B Sociology as a discipline emerged with such petspges; according to the study; the

founding fathers of the discipline are?

0 Comte, Spencer, Marx, Weber, Simmel and Durkheim

1.2 Sociological Theory and Social Theory

New subcategories had been suggested for thedfeddciological theory, as it is often argued
that the field is very broad. Kenneth Allan hadgweed the terms sociological theory and social
theory. Social theory, according to him, focusescommentary and critique of modern society

rather than explanation of what is happening in enodociety.



Box 1.2. Prominent Social Theorists Scholars
Prominent social theorists include scholars likergén Habermas, Pierre Bourdieu, Anthony
Giddens, Erving Goffman, Michel Foucault, JeffreyeXander, Dorathy Smith and Jacques

Derrida. It is worthy to note that these authtivgbries are very different from each other. Most

of the scholars here were in fact very empiricahieir studies.
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Figure 1.4: The Tripartite Society

Source:Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibadan

In contrast, sociological theory is focused on dterapt to create abstract and testable
propositions about society. It primarily relies dhe scientific method, which aims for
objectivity, and attempts to avoid passing valudgjaents.

Social theory is often more subjective, and is muncine likely to use the language of values and
judgment: referring to the concepts of ‘good’ oadd Prominent sociological theorists include:
Talcott Parsons, Robert K. Merton, Randall Collidames Samuel Coleman, Peter Blau,
Immanuel Wallerstein, George Homans, Jonathan héryand so on. Interestingly, there are
prominent scholars who could be described as baibgtween social and sociological theories,

these include: Harold Garfinkel, Herbert Blumerd &@laude Levi-Strauss.
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B Prominent sociological theorists include ?

[ ] Talcott Parsons, Robert K. Merton, Randall Collilesnes Samuel Coleman, Peter Blau,

Immanuel Wallerstein, George Homans, Jonathan héfuand so on

1.3 Basic Assumption in Sociological Theory

A theory broadly speaking refers to a statememt &®w and why particular facts are related. C.
Wright Mill's theory of the sociological imaginatiofor instance, demonstrates how personal
issues could become public issues. When theoriesci@ated or constructed by sociologists,
importantly, two basic questions usually arise.

Box 1.3. Two Basic Questions When Theories Are Cresal

“The first question has to do with what the sociologists wants to wt(fdr instance crime}

poverty, unemployment, and so on); anddbeond questiorhas to do with how the facts of this

study will be.”

Sociological theory therefore helps in allowingeimelated ideas to flow together in ways that
lead to a systematic understanding of the socialdwd@his understanding of the social world
would therefore form the basis for making predicsicabout the future of the social world.
Although not all of the theories in reality fullygport this rendition.

The basic assumptions of sociological analysisdeesn the Sociology’s most fundamental
concepts ‘society’ and ‘culture’. The basic assuarpdf sociological theory therefore is the fact
that humans are shaped and influenced by theipgrand group heritage.

Accordingly, even if culture and society are hunfeaing’s creations, it is believed that both
culture and society have their own lives and hieorThus, both culture and society are seen, in
sociological analysis, as having a life apart friiv@ people who create, embody and enact them.
The concepts of culture and society are tacithydjgted on the assumption that humans have

created a social world from which they have be@amnated.



B The basic assumptions of sociological analysisdeesin the Sociology’'s most

fundamental concepts ‘society’ and ‘cultur€tue or False?

O Your answer should be “True”

Summary of Study Session 1

In Study Session 1, you have learnt that:

1.

Sociological theory had been defined in this sty a complex theoretical and
methodological framework that facilitates organiziknowledge that is used to analyze

and explain the social world.

It was also conceived as involving analysis at anowevel, which focuses on social
structures shaping the society; and analysis atcaorevel which is usually a more
detailed study on social interaction taking platepecific situations.

The emergence of sociological theory was also dseth with emphasis on the fact that
to a large extent, the central theories and rebeaterests of Sociology represent both
social and intellectual conditions that led to #m@ergence of sociological theory in
nineteenth-century Europe.

The tremendous political and economic changesdWwapt Europe at the time brought
about disturbing impacts to the sustainability #&gitimacy of all social institutions in
the European society.

What became needful was a complex set of theoletim methodological framework
that would translate these disturbing impacts mgw perspectives where they could be
analyzed and explained in a systematic fashioow@sdf in the natural sciences.

The basic assumption of sociological analysis waghlighted as residing in the

discipline’s most fundamental concepts ‘societyd &ulture’.

The basic assumption of sociological theory wasatd as the fact that humans are
shaped and influenced by their groups and grouipaiyer

Both culture and society are seen, in sociologeallysis, as having a life apart from the

people who create, embody and enact them.



9. Accordingly, social theory is said to focus on coemtary and critique of modern society
rather than explanation of modern society.
10.whilst sociological theory is focused on an atterptcreate abstract and testable
propositions about society.
Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Session

Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentigussit the end of this Module.

SAQ 1.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 1.1)
Georg Simmel’s Sociology shows that ?

SAQ 1.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 1.2)
According to Kenneth Allan, sociological theory aswtial theory focuses on what?

SAQ 1.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 1.3)
When theories are created or constructed by saigity importantly, two basic questions

usually arise, state them

SAQ 1.4 (Tests Learning Outcomes 1.4)
Explain Mixed Economic System and give examplethefcountries that practice it



Study Session 2 Central Problem of Sociologicah€&ory

Introduction

It is possible to make some general observationsitalhe problem areas of interaction in any
society. The central problem of sociological themmolves a situation of action and interaction.
Kingsley Davis for instance in his worlJuman Societyshowed that the problem of the
integration of systems of social action that forthe crux of sociological theorizing is best
explained at two levels.

First, the role of technical and economic norm$rimging system and order into the unit acts
performed by a particular individual, and secoritly problems involved in the relationship of
the unit acts or chains of unit acts of more thaa mdividual. However, it is the latter analysis
which concerns us in this lecture and which isipaldrly important to the elaboration of a
formal picture of any social system

This Study Session will focus on Central ProblemSotiological Theory. You will learn the

Problem of Economic Order, and the Problem of liewgity.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session

When you have study this session, you should betabl
2.1 Explain the Problem of Economic Order (SAQ 2.1)
2.2 Discuss the Problem of Legitimacy (SAQ 2.2)



2.1 The Problem of Economic Order
The first problem which sociological theory attempixplanation is the problem of economic
order between individuals. This arises from thet fdwat the supply of opportunities and
resources which represent means in the action plassparate individuals is inherently limited.
Hence, there is necessarily a social problem afcatlon of these scarce opportunities and
resources to alternative uses and to differenviddals.
In other words some sort of property system is etqueto evolve in any working social system.
Nonetheless, this does not, in any way, settletopresabout the necessity of any particular type
of property system and it should not be thought theontributes anything to the great debate
about the inevitability of private property whickas played a great part in the history of
sociological research and theory.
A basic assumption which underlies analysis hetkeaésassumption that every individual will not
automatically accept the property system which texi¥he reality is that once there is a
dominant pattern of motivation in the social systiat pattern of motivation implies that there
will be some attempt to provide systematically tbe allocation of scarce goods between
alternative uses.
When participants in the social system do not dcttepproperty system as morally binding on
them, Kingsley Davies argued that they may cleaglsort to fraud or force. Davis sees this
possibility not merely as one which may occur imsacases but as a normal feature of all social
systems. Hence, he goes on to argue that the pyopgstem must be backed by political
institutions, that is, institutions which have ttask of allocating, not only facilities for social
action, but the right to use power to compel othdividuals to act in expected ways.

B The first problem which sociological theory attespkplanation is ?

0 The problem of economic order between individuals

2.2 The Problem of Legitimacy

This presupposes the notion of tight to use power, which connotes the conception ditsigr
'legitimacy’, and this, of course, is another peablarea of social systems to which Davis draws
attention. According to him, in a stable socialtegs, some set of ultimate values is necessary, in
terms of which certain actions and the use of paweaupport of these actions can be shown to

be legitimate.
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Individuals in society who always support that bgsatterns of action should be encouraged
would always ensure that a set of ultimate valeekgitimate the use of power in support of
certain actions and a certain system of allocatforesources is enthroned.

At this point, Davis identified an important proivle This is that the ultimate values are not
necessarily accepted for their own sake. They@vddr removed from the point of giving real
satisfaction and rewards. Instead of being accejptetheir own sake, these ultimate values are
often bound in with the beliefs of individuals abmon-empirical entities and the sorts of actions
which are required in relation to these entities.

In other words, behaviour in conformity with theeds of the interaction system is accepted not
because it is perceived to be in conformity witle gystem but because it happens to be in
consonance with the behaviour which is ordereddbgious beliefs and the ritual rules of the
society. Hence, the non-rational unit acts whictlirarily ought to have influence at the very
base of a sociological model are shown to havenetifon at its apex.

It can be seen that Davis' position on this mastetery uncertain. It can be easily accepted that
any interaction system would have problems reggrdinoonomic allocation, power, and the
development of an ultimate value system. It is amxlithat members of society would easily
accept the existing interaction system that exXistere. However, it is less obvious that religious
belief and ritual are assumed as the ultimate vaygeem.

Although it has been acknowledged that some meawme potentials of inculcating ultimate
value attitudes in members of society, but themisiecessary reason why this means should be
religious belief and ritual; as religious beliefdantual might have a quite independent role
within the system.

The role of religion in social systems is recogdizs one of the most perplexing problems in
sociological theory. Davis, Emile Durkheim, sedgren as being the means whereby ultimate
values are established and reinforced. As in tlse ch Durkheim, it is worthy to know whether
the means that religion is explained is in termsthef ultimate values of the social system
reinforcing and explaining religion or it is in tes of religion establishing and explaining the
social system.

The work of Parsons and Dauvis is believed to taleelatter view, though it is not explicit. But
there is the alternative view expounded by Marxifgtance, when he observed thhé 'secret

of the Holy Family must be found in the earthly iflgmThis no doubt creates a very practical
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problem in sociological analysis. It is the problefrhow to treat the non-rational unit acts at the
base of a sociological model.
The question may now arise, is it the task of h@ddogist to seek to explain these non-rational
unit acts by showing their relation to unit actsaofational kind through the mediation of the
institutions of control or are they to be accepsdseparate elements in the social system? This
is still in fact regarded as an unresolved probtdmsociological theory.
In sociological analysis, it is inappropriate to/ ghat the non-rationahustbe reduced to the
rational, as there are still non-rational acts Whiefy explanation in the rational sense. It is, of
course, the duty of the sociologist to show sud¢dtieships and dependencies as can be shown.
However, the sociologist must be aware that thimoabe declared in advance that it will be
possible to do so in all cases. To some extem, lielieved that some non-rational actions are
irreducible to rational actions.

B The role of religion in social systems is recogdias what?

[0 As one of the most perplexing problems in sociaabiheory

Summary of Study Session 2
In Study Session 2, you have learnt that:
1. It was highlighted that Kingsley Davis for instarinehis work,Human Societyshowed
that the problem of the integration of systems adia action that forms the crux of
sociological theorizing is best explained at tweels.

2. First, the role of technical and economic normbringing system and order into the unit
acts performed by a particular individual, and seitp the problems involved in the

relationship of the unit acts or chains of unitsaat more than one individual.

3. Individuals in society would always support certations and system of allocation of

resources in society

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessibn

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its

Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study

12



Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the neStipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentiguestt the end of this Module.

SAQ 2.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 2.1)
What was Kingsley Davies position when participaintdhe social system do not accept the

property system as morally binding on them?
SAQ 2.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 2.2)

When Marx observed thdhé secret of the Holy Family must be found ingtehly family.
This no doubt creates a very practical problenocidgdogical analysis. It is the problem of what?

13



Study Session 3 Types of Sociological Theory

Introduction

As stated earlier, sociological theories or perspes are complex theoretical and
methodological frameworks, used to analyze andaéxpbbjects of social reality. These also
help in facilitating and organizing sociologicaldmwledge.

A unique character of sociological theory is thasiconstantly evolving; therefore it can never
be presumed to be complete. Sociological theonsiglly involved with analysis at a macro-
level, which focuses on social structures shapuegsbciety or at a micro-level which is a close-
up study on social interaction that take placepiectfic situations.

This Study Session will focus on Central ProblemSotiological Theory. You will learn the

Problem of Economic Order, and the Problem of liewgity.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session

When you have study this session, you should betabl
3.1 Describe Classical/traditional Sociological dhes (SAQ 3.1)
3.2 Discuss the Contemporary/Modern Sociologicadrtes (SAQ 3.2)

3.1 Classical/Traditional Sociological Theories

Sociological theories are broadly classified inttassical or traditional theoriegfor instance:
the work of Karl Marxand Max Webé@r and contemporary or modern theorie&nother

classification of sociological theory is based oangl theories and theories of everyday life.
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Energy, material and information

- ™ Energy, material and information -

Figure 3.1: Social System and Ecosystem

Source:Distance Learning Centre University of Ibadan

Grand theories attempt to analyze society as aevhdhat is to explain the structure of the
social-system and the processes of change thaugrodhat becomes human history. Theories
of everyday life on the other hand, mostly focusnoandane human behaviour in attempt to
explain individual action and interaction betweedividuals, as well as beliefs, attitudes, and

values within the context of groups and the broaderal system.

* This theory 1s also well known as Functionalism. This theory

Structural sees society as a complex system whose parts work together

. R to promote solidarity and stability. The theory provides a

Functionalism macro-level orientation of society, focusing on the social
structures that shape society as a whole.

Figure 3.2: Structural Functionalism Theory

Source:Distance Learning Centre University of Ibadan
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This theoretical approach is concerned with botltiatostructure and social functions.
Functionalism analyzes society as a whole in teofthe function of its constituent part of
society.

Some prominent sociologists associated with thisr@ch include Auguste Comte, Emile
Durkheim, Herbert Spencer, Talcott Parsons, andeRoK. Merton. Herbert Spencer for
example, demonstrated that the different partsré@tesent or make up society are best known
as ‘organs’ that work toward the proper functionaighe entire ‘body’ as a whole.

This is an analogy of how the different organshaf human body work to ensure the functioning
and survival of the entire body. A dominant crém of this theoretical approach is that it does
not give regards to the inequalities that existhimitsociety, which give rise to tension and
conflict in society.

Also, the theory had been blamed for being politicaonservative. Hence, the social conflict

theory has emerged to correct the inadequaciegsuaitgral functionalism.

B Some prominent sociologists demonstrated that iffereht parts that represent or make
up society are best known as ‘organs’ what dode#t

0 Organs work toward the proper functioning of théreribody’ as a whole.

Social
. with interest in issues such as class, gender and race conflict.
Co nfl | ct The theory provides a macro level analysis of society that sees
society as a sphere of inequality that generates conflict and
T h eo ry social change.

Figure 3.3: Social Conflict Theory

Source:Distance Learning Centre University of Ibadan

The theory views social conflict as the struggléeween segments of society over valued
resources. This conflict is usually between thetelgts, these are people who own and operate
factories and other businesses in pursuit of @alitd the proletarians. Proletarians are people
who sell their labour for wages. Karl Marx is regdga as the father of the social conflict theory,

which is a component of the four major paradigmSadiology.
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Other important sociologists associated with theoty include Harriet Martineau, Jane Addams
and W.E.B. Du Bois. This sociological perspectisendt concerned with the manner in which
social structures help society to operate, bukearst the theory is more concerned how ‘social
patterns’ can cause some people in society to berndmt, and others to be oppressed.

Critics of the social conflict theory argue thae ttheory undermines shared values among
members of society and does not explain how mendfeseciety rely on each other in order to
help unify the society.

@l - This is a sociological theory that places emphasis on micro-

scale social mleraction (o provide subjeclive meaning in

Symb olic human behavior and fche social process. The theoretical
S < approach analyses society as a product of the everyday
Interactionism interactions of individuals. It vicews socicty as nothing morc

than the shared reality that people construct as they interact
with one another.

-
Figure 3.4: Symbolic Interactionism Theory

Source:Distance Learning Centre University of Ibadan

This approach sees people interacting in counte$ngs using symbolic communications.
Therefore, society is a complex, ever-changing mnectof subjective meanings. Critics of this
theoretical approach argue that the theory is @olycerned with what is happening in one
particular social situation, and disregards theaf that culture, race or gender for instance, may
have on the people in that situation. Some imporaniologists associated with this theoretical
approach include Max Weber, George Herbert MeadingrGoffman, Peter Blau and George
Homans

B Critics of the social conflict theory argue that ?

[0 The theory undermines shared values among membesciety and does not explain
how members of society rely on each other in otdérelp unify the society

17



3.2 Contemporary/Modern Sociological Theories

* This theory focuses on how gender inequality shapes social life. This A
theoretical approach shows how sexuality both reflects patterns of social
inequality and helps to perpetuate them. Feminism, from a social conflict
perspective, focuses on gender inequality and links sexuality to the
domination of women by men. y

Figure 3.5: Feminism Theory

Source:Distance Learning Centre University of Ibadan

Feminism broadly is described as a collection of@moents aimed at defining, establishing, and
defending equal political, economic, and sociahtsgfor women. A feminist is considered as
someone who is in support of social equality fomnaad women. Examples of feminists are
Harriet Martineau and Jane Addams.

Table 3.1: Basic Feminist Ideas

1 | Striving to increase equity between men and fenmetlee society.

2 | The breaking of limits and bounds as regard chditasmen and women can make in the

society.

3 Elimination of gender stratification. That is tresroval of unfairly limitations initially

placed on peoples based on their gender.

4 Eradication of sexual violence against a partica&.

5 | Promotion of sexual freedom; as sexual groupsliveed more freedom.

Critics of this theoretical approach argue thatifesm reduces social roles in society and has
failed to recognize the fact that there are bothisgogical and physical differences between
men and women think.
B Striving to increase equity between men and fermatee society is one if the Feminist
Ideas “True” or “False”
O Itis “True”
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+ This is a sociological theory that aims to criticize
- and change society and culture, with no intents to
Critical Theory document and understand it what causes change in
society and culture.

¢ This theory is concerned with how people make
sense out of their social lives in the process of
EthﬂOfﬂEthOdOIOgv everyday living, as if each individual is a

researcher engaged in social inquiry

Figure 3.6: Critical Theory and Ethnomethodology
Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan
It is the study of how people attempt to make sesfstheir everyday surroundings. Harold
Garfinkel (1967) is regarded as the proponentisfapproach.
This theory begins by pointing out that everydaynba behaviour rests on a number of
assumptions. These assumptions are usually prbiictiue to the reaction of people or their

behaviour in everyday reality.

* This is a structural theoretical approach to
sociology that is most closely associated with

Network Theory the work of Harrison White, who views norms

and human behaviours as embedded in chains
of social relations

¢ This is a theoretical approach within the field of
sociology that aims to reveal what role human
awareness plays in the production of social
action, social situations and social worlds.

Figure 3.7: Network Theory and Phenomenology
Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan
In essence, phenomenology is the belief that sodgeta human construction. The social
phenomenology oAlfred Schutznfluenced the development of the social consibacgm and

ethnomethodology. It was originally developedddmund Husserl.
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¢ This theory explains social interaction in terms
of the notion of cost-effectiveness. It is a
theory of action that sees individual self-
interest as the fundamental human motive and

ChOice Theorv traces all social activities back to acts of

rational calculation.

Rational

This theoretical perspective can also be
described as a specialized symbolic
interactionism paradigm developed by
Erving Goffman. This theory sees social
life as a performance. As ‘actors’,
humans have a status, which is the part
that they play, where they are given
various roles. These roles serve as a

script, supplying dialogue and action for

the characters (the people in reality).

<

Figure 3.8: Rational Choice Theory and Dramaturgy
Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan
They also involve props and certain settings. Rstance, a teacher (the role), uses materials like
a blackboard (the prop), all the while using techhierms (the script), while in the classroom
(the setting). In addition, our performance is tpeesentation of self’, which is how people
perceive us, based on the ways in which we portiagelves. This process, also known as
impression management, begins with the idea obpetgerformance.
B s the theory that is concerned with how peomphke sense out of their social lives
in the process of everyday living
[0 Ethnomethodology
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AN
e This is also known as normlessness. This

H occurs where society provides little moral \\
Anomie N

guidance to individuals; that is when it is

difficult for individuals to find their place in the

Theorv society without clear rules or norms to help

guide them.

Figure 3.9: Anomie Theory

Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan
According to Robert Merton, anomie (normative boeakn) is largely derived from a
disjunction between ‘culturally prescribed aspoat’ of a society and ‘socially structured
avenues for realizing those aspirations’.
In other words, a gap between people’s aspiratems their access to legitimate means of
achieving them results in a breakdown of valuesba@h societal and individual levels. In
applying anomie theory, Emile Durkheim describedraie in his work,The Division of Labour
in Society.He described anomie as one of the outcomes of eguitable division of labour
within the society.
According to him, such inequality causes a breakdowlack of rules in society and results in
class conflict. In another of his workSuicide Durkheim viewed anomie as an outcome of rapid
social and economic change and hypothesized tleipitined a particular kind of suicide that

occurs when individuals experience marked and suddanges in their social condition.

N

* This theory enunciates that the interaction that\\

Social Excha nge occurs between individuals can be largely based

on what each individual stands to ‘gain and lose’

Theorv by being with the other individual.

Figure 3.10: Social Exchange Theory
Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan
For instance, when an individual thinks about heler may marry, such a person would surely
look to see if the other person will offer just msich (or perhaps more) than what he or she
would offer. This also includes judging the persolooks and appearance, or the person’s social

status.
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* This is a theoretical approach that criticizes
modernism. Theorists here believe that society as
ever-changing, they also hold the assumption that
truth is constantly subject to change. A post-modern

Postmodernism theorist's main objective is to achieve understanding

through observation, rather than data collection.

This approach uses both micro and macro level

analysis.

J

e

Figure 3.11: Postmodernism
Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan
A basic question that guide post-modernist inqlieg on how one can understand societies or
interpersonal relations, while rejecting the thesrand methods of the social sciences, and also
assumptions about the human nature. An example f#n®us post-modernist is Michael

Foucault; he was a French philosopher and oneeafnibst influential post-modernist of all time.

B When an individual thinks about he or she may maugh a person would surely look

for what in the other person?

[ ] Such a person would surely look to see if the opleeson will offer just as much (or

perhaps more) than what he or she would offer

Summary of Study Session 3
In Study Session 3, you have learnt that:

1. This study had examined types of sociological tiesounder the broad category of
classical and contemporary theories.

2. These theories were briefly discussed as core gammregarding the ontological nature

of the social world.

3. In the classical category, structural functionissogial conflict theory and symbolic

interactionism were discussed.
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4. Whilst in the contemporary category, feminism, icat theory, ethnomethodology,
network theory, phenomenology, rational choice thearamaturgy, anomie theory,

social exchange theory and postmodernism were sigcl

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessi®n

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentiguestt the end of this Module.

SAQ 3.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 3.1)
Explain the following;
» Symbolic Interactionism Theory

» Structural Functionalism Theory
SAQ 3.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 3.2)

Feminism is the theory that focuses on how gendeguality shapes social life. Further explain

according to the study
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Study Session 4 Social Thought and Social Theory

Introduction

Broadly speaking, it is social thought that progidgeneral theories to explain actions and
behaviour of society as a whole; and this encongehseciological, political, and philosophical
ideas. Social theory on the other hand is empldgedhake distinctions and generalizations
among different types of societies, and to anatypelernity as it has emerged in the past few
centuries. Classical social theory has generalgnbgresented from a perspective of Western
philosophy, and often regarded as Eurocentric.

This Study Session will focus on Social Thought &uwtial Theory. You will learn basic
philosophical questions addressed by social thsnkeould be discussed. These include
guestions on human reason makes sense of the saeldland shape it for the better. Questions
on how the development of modern societies, witkt waequalities in wealth among citizens,
constitutes progress.

Also, questions on how particular government irgations and regulations impact natural social

processes

Learning Outcomes for Study Session

When you have study this session, you should betabl

4.1 Explain the Concept of Society (SAQ 4.1)

4.2 Discuss the Enlightenment Period and SociabMhéSAQ 4.2)
4.3 Discuss the Enlightenment Period and SociabMhéSAQ 4.3)
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4.1 Concept of Society

To most ancient Greek philosophers, including Atlst and Plato, there is no distinction
between politics and society. Accordingly, the ceptoof society did not emerge until much later
part of the Enlightenment period.

Box 4.1: The Term “Societe”

The termsocietes said to be first used by Rousseau in his disonss social relations.

In his part, Ibn Khaldun, an influential Muslim sdar, in his workintroduction to History,
published in 1377, described two types of societies
Table 4.1: The Two Types of Societies

1 The city or town-dweller

2 The mobile, nomadic societies

B The termsocietes said to be first used by ?

0 By Rousseau in his discussion of social relations

4.2 The Enlightenment Period and Social Theory

The enlightenment is generally described as a gewben modernity sprung up, with the
emergence of the world economy and exchange amouggsd societies, bringing sweeping
changes and new challenges for society. Duringgéigd most philosophers embraced the idea

of progress and ideas of modernity.
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Figure 4.1: Intellectual History and Modernity
Source:www.ched.ug.edu.au/images/replett.jpg

Many philosophers, including Jean-Jacques Rous3éatgire, and Denis Diderot, developed
new social ideas during the Enlightenment. Thesaddwvere considered unique because they
were based on reason and methods of scientificirmqihese ideas were different from
prevailing ideas as they did not draw on ideashef past that ‘blindly’ followed religious
dogmas and authority of the monarch.
With the development of this kind of ideas, thetuitaguo was challenged as scientists were
required to find new normativity. This process wa#ml for the emergence of scientific
knowledge which subsequently led to progress iriespcFrench social thought during this
period for instance focused on moral critique articcsms of the monarchy.

B Many philosophers, developed new social ideas dutiire Enlightenment; these ideas

were considered unique because?

[0 They were based on reason and methods of scieinificry
4.3 Classical Thinkers and Social Thought

One of the classical thinkers to be consideredis lecture is Adam Smith. He was primarily

concerned with the question of whether vast inetieslof wealth represented progress. He
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explained that the wealthy often demand ease, gimgimmumerous others to carry out labour to

meet their demands.
4
J

= ﬁ\
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Figure 4.1: Adam Smith

Source:www.inveritascrescentes.files.wordpress.com/20Ya¥msmith.jpg

He argued that this allows wealth to be redistediamong inhabitants, and for all to share in the
progress of society. Smith explained that sociatds can regulate the market economy with
social objectivity and without need for governmentervention. Smith regarded the division of
labour as an important factor for economic progress
Another classical thinker of consideration herdatin Millar, Millar suggested that improved
status of women was important for progress of $pcide also advocated for abolition of
slavery, suggesting that personal liberty will agly motivate people to be more industrious,
ambitious, and productive.

B John Millar, suggested that improved status of wom@s important for progress of

society. True or False

O True
Voltaire presented new scientific and philosophicklas developed by Isaac Newton, John
Locke, and others, introducing them to the Fremmtiety. With this, methods used to study

scientific phenomena were extended to study soard moral issues. The social and
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philosophical questions addressed by social thenk#ien centred on modernity. These questions

among others include:

Box 4.2: Some of the Social and Philosophical Quests Addressed by Social Thinkers

» How human reason make sense of the social worlghaple it for the better
* How the development of modern societies, with vasgualities in wealth among the

citizens constitute progress.
* How government interventions and regulations impettral social processes whether the

economy and market be regulated or not.

Other issues relating to modernity that were addmsby social thinkers during the
Enlightenment period include alienation, sociabdignization, secularization, loneliness.
European scholars such as Adam Ferguson, Montescand John Millar, among others, were
regarded as the first scholars to study societpeasg distinct from political institutions and
processes. In the nineteenth century, the scientiethod was introduced into the study of
society. This was a significant advancement whath to the development of Sociology as a
discipline.
During the Enlightenment period, European societiese still largely rural, with minimal
involvement of the government in the everyday lifiethe citizens. With the emergence of
industrialization and urbanization, European seesetvere significantly transformed, and new
ways of thinking about society also emerged. As ttime, questions involving social order
gained importance and relevance.
British social thinkers such as: Herbert Spencedressed questions and ideas relating to
political economy and social evolution. Importaner@an philosophers and social thinkers
include scholars such as Immanuel Kant, Georg WilhEriedrich Hegel, Karl Marx, Max
Weber and Georg Simmel. While important Italianigbscientists include people like Antonio
Gramsci, Gaetano Mosca, and Vilferdo Pareto.

B “Whether the economy and market be regulated drTtos is one of what?

[0 One of the Social and Philosophical Questions Askird by Social Thinkers
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Summary of Study Session 4

In Study Session 4, you have learnt that:

1. This lecture had examined the relationship betveeeial thought during the
Enlightenment period and the development of sdbibry.

2.The Enlightenment period was described as a p&riah modernity sprung up, with the
emergence of the world economy and exchange amwarsd societies, bringing
sweeping changes and new challenges for society.

3. It was demonstrated in the lecture that this peaisd led to the development of new
social ideas. These ideas were considered uniqreibe they were based on reason and
methods of scientific inquiry.

4.The lecture discussed the role of prominent classiinkers like Adam Smith in
explaining questions of vast inequalities of wedaltsociety.

5. Another classical thinker that was discussed irébtire is John Millar, Millar who
suggested that improved status of women was imidida progress in society.

6. The lecture ended by discussing the social andghyhical questions of interest to the

social thinkers of the Enlightenment period.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessibn

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the neStlpport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentiguestt the end of this Module.

SAQ 4.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 4.1)

The two types of Societies are?

SAQ 4.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 4.2)
Enlightenment is generally described as a periognvh ?
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SAQ 4.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 4.3)
“During the Enlightenment period, European socgetuere still largely rural” complete the

sentence according to the study
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Study Session 5: The Rise of Sociological Theory

Introduction

A significant character of sociological theory e tfact that as society continues to change, this
also necessitates new methods of understandingegpidining these changes. Sociological
theory is believed to be constantly evolving aretéfore can never be presumed to be complete.
In broad terms, the field of Sociology and socitdagtheory in particular is considered to be
relatively new.

Sociology as a discipline has separated itself ftbenother social sciences due to its focus on
society, a concept that goes beyond nation, asciudes communities, organizations and
relationships.

This Study Session will focus on The Rise of Sagatal Theory. You will learn Rise of
Sociological Theory, the Industrialization in RiseSociological Theory, and Growth of Cities

in Rise of Sociological Theory

Learning Outcomes for Study Sessioa

When you have study this session, you should ketabl

5.1 Describe the Rise of Sociological Theory (SAQ 5

5.2 Discuss Industrialization in Rise of Sociol@i¢heory (SAQ 5.2)
5.3 Discuss Growth of Cities in Rise of Sociologi€heory (SAQ 5.3)
5.4 Discuss Political Change in Rise of Sociologidaeory (SAQ 5.4)
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5.1 Rise of Sociological Theory

In broad perspectives, the following factors haérbseen as being influential in the rise of
sociological theory. These include: the rise ofividialism, the emergence of the modern state,
industrialization and capitalism, colonization, lggdization and the world wars.

More specifically, Sociology as a discipline wasrbas a result of three striking changes in

Europe. These include;

Box 5.1. Sociology was born as a result of threeriging changes in Europe.

* The rise of factory-based industrial economy,
» The explosive growth of cities, and

* The spread of new ideas about democracy and @dlitghts

5.2 Industrialization in Rise of Sociological Theoy

In Europe during the Middle Ages, most people eitherked on farms close to where they lived
or they worked in small-scaled manufacturing indast However, by the end of eighteenth
century, this trend changed due to the inventiopasferful machines which were being used in

factories and mills.

Figure 5.1: Mills and Textile Machine

Source:www.millmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/102®jpg
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This invention of machine led to what is known iasltistrial revolution’. Consequently, most
people in rural areas began to move to citiesdeioro become part of the anonymous crowd of
the city's labour force. This migration to citiesrh rural areas eventually broke the ties of those
who moved with traditional way of life which focudsen community life and values.
Resultantly, this shift to industrialization andpgalism led to the expansion of cities and
development of labour movements. Early sociologistse thus intrigued by the vast differences
in social interactions that exist in the cities dhd rural areas. This propelled them to seek for
new ideas and theories to explain the kind of $aoteraction that have emerged and its
associated challenges.

B Invention of machine led to what is known as ?

O Industrial revolution

5.3 Growth of Cities

Due to the invention of industrial machinery, therere increasing demands for wool in textile
mills. In order to meet up with the increasing dachdor wool, landowners in rural areas now
participated in the ‘enclosure movement’. This ipractice where landowners incrementally

fenced-off areas of their land to increase gratangs for their sheep.

Figure 5.1: People Migrating to Ibadan for a Living
Source:www.gdb.voanews.com/A1FB2E40-3815-446C-9DA1-

FAE883935528_mw1024 n_s.jpg

33



This therefore left little choice for rural farm-wkers; thus, most of them now moved to the
cities to find work. These migrant workers facedtmer and pollution in cities. The sudden
increase in migration also led to overpopulatiod Aomelessness. With these, migrant workers

evolved a new social world with its own set of gewbs.

5.4 Political Change

During the Middle Ages, most Europeans viewed thegy structure of society as an expression
of the divine that is sacrosanct and unchangedbie.aristocrats occupied the top tier of society
while slaves were at the bottom. However, in tlghtgienth century, during the period of the
Enlightenment, philosophers started to questionvddality of this traditional view about the
power structure in society.

Some of these philosophers include people like Jaiuke, Adam Smith and Thomas Hobbes.
As a result, there was a shift in thinking from adoobligations to personal pursuit. This shift
was also facilitated by industrialization and tmeeegence of wealthy people who had acquired
wealth through capitalism and not just through rithace. Consequently, as cities grew, people
started to value individual rights and individuadédom in determining social status.

The French Revolution for instance was a great padbreaking the old political and social
traditions. The French social analyst, Alexis dedieville noted the change brought by the
French Revolution as ‘nothing short of regeneratbthe whole human race’ (1955;0rig.1856).
These revolutions certainly inspired a lot of poét and religious change.

As an alternative to capitalism, people startedetach for socialism, a political and economic
system where wealth is equally distributed amorigwairkers. One of the most prominent
philosophers against capitalism was Karl Marx whdipipated in political activities to protest

the capitalist system.

B In order to meet up with the increasing demandiool needs to be done

O Landowners in rural areas should participate infeéhelosure movement’
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Summary of Study Session 5

In Study Session 5, you have learnt that:

1. A significant character of sociological theorylitfact that as society continues to
change, this also necessitates new methods of stadding and explaining these
changes

2. In broad perspectives, the following factors hadrbseen as being influential in the rise
of sociological theory

3. This invention of machine led to what is known iaslustrial revolution’. Consequently,
most people in rural areas began to move to ditiesder to become part of the
anonymous crowd of the city's labour force

4. Due to the invention of industrial machinery, theiere increasing demands for wool in
textile mills.

5. Some of these philosophers include people like lalwke, Adam Smith and Thomas
Hobbes. As a result, there was a shift in thinknegn moral obligations to personal

pursuit

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sesston

Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentigussit the end of this Module.

SAQ 5.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 5.1)

Sociology was born as a result of three strikingnges in Europe, list them.
SAQ 5.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 5.2)

Most people in rural areas began to move to citidsat could be the reason for this; according
to the study?
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SAQ 5.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 5.3)
The sudden increase in migration led to ?dlishat apply

SAQ 5.4 (Tests Learning Outcomes 5.4)
In the eighteenth century, during the period ofEBmightenment, philosophers started to ?
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Study Session 6 Sociological Theory and the Lavif ®hree Stages

Introduction

As early as 1822, Auguste Comte (1798-1857) sesdlinthe task to ‘discover through what
fixed series of successive transformations the muraae, starting from a state not superior to
that of the great apes, gradually led to the patinthich civilized Europe finds itself today’.

In putting to practice what Comte had conceive asethod of scientific comparison through
time, he now projected his central conceptibime Law of Human Progress or The Law of Three
Stages.

This Study Session will focus on Sociological Theand the Law of Three Stages. You will

learn the Theological Stage, Metaphysical StageParsitive Stage

Learning Outcomes for Study Session

When you have study this session, you should betabl

6.1 Understand the Branch of Human Knowledge (SAK) 6
6.2 Explain the Theological Stage (SAQ 6.2)

6.3 Discuss the Metaphysical Stage (SAQ 6.3)

6.4 Discuss the Positive Stage (SAQ 6.4)

6.1 Branch of Human Knowledge

Comte shown that each branch of human knowledgeepasiccessively through three different
theoretical conditions: the Theological or ficticg) the Metaphysical or abstract; and the
Scientific or positive.

Although Comte focused primarily on stages in tegalopment and progressive emancipation
of the human mind, he stressed that these stageslated with parallel stages in the

development of social organization, of types ofigloarder, of types of social units, and of the

material conditions of human life.
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B Human knowledge passes successively through thfesredt theoretical conditions,
name them
[0 The Theological or ficticious: the Metaphysicaladastract; and the Scientific or positive

6.2 The Theological Stage
According to Comte, this stage of human progrefessd¢o a stage where understanding of social
reality is dependent on personified deities. Dutlmg stage, it is believed that all the phenomena

of nature are the creation of the divine or suptemaa

Figure 6.1: Demonstration of Supernatural Power

Source: www.upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/55/848.jpg

The natural cause of phenomena is not recognizex] bensequently, causes of phenomena are
attributed to supernatural or divine powers. Comént further to break the theological stage

into 3 sub-stages. These include:

Figure 6.2: The Three Theological Stages

Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan
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Table 6.1: Theological Stages

—

1 Fetishism This stage was regarded as the primary stage ofh#aogical stage o
thinking. In this stage, it is commonly believeatimanimate objects have

living spirit; thus, people worship and veneratesth objects like trees

rivers, mountains, stones, and so on.

=

2 Polytheism | This stage involves the explanation of social tgalhrough the use @
many gods. It is believed here that natural foreese controlled by
different gods. For instance, there would be a gjothunder, god of iron|,

water, god of rain, god of fire, god of air, Godeafrth, and so on.

3 Monotheism | This refers to the belief in one God; all sociaépbmena are attributed tg a

single, supreme deity.

B The three theological Stages in are?

[0 Fetishism, Polytheism, Monotheism

6.3 The Metaphysical Stage

The Metaphysical Stage indeed an extension ofhibelagical stage. Here, there is impersonal
abstract explanation to social reality. It is conmhydbelieved in this stage that an abstract power

or force guides and determines the events in thidwo
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Figure 6.3: Demonstration of Metaphysical Power
Source:

www.upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cbiBkt Image (relates to David Livingst

one) by The London_Missionary Society cropped.jpg

It is worthy to note that metaphysical thinkinga#ieds belief in concrete God. The nature of
inquiry here is usually legal and rational in natur

B The Metaphysical stage is indeed an extensioragest

0 The Theological Stage

6.4 The Positive Stage

This stage is also known as the scientific staigeeférs to a stage where social reality is based
on scientific explanation in the form of observatiexperimentation, and comparison. The
positive stage relies hugely upon a distinct mettibd scientific method, for its justification.

During this stage, humans tried to establish canskeffect relationship of social reality.
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Figure 6.4: The Scientific Power of Thought

Source: www.farm9.staticflickr.com/8144/7254347346 acaediB®.jpg

Positivism is a purely intellectual way of lookireg the world; as well it puts emphasis on
observation and classification of data and factant@, however, acknowledged that the three
stages of thinking may co-exist in the same soaetin the same mind at the same time and
may not always be successive.

Comte proposed a hierarchy of the sciences basedhisiarical sequence, with areas of
knowledge passing through these stages in ordeomplexity. The simplest and most remote
areas of knowledge, whether mechanical or physacaiprding to Comte become scientific first.
These are followed by the more complex sciences, il those sciences considered closest to
us.

The hierarchy of the sciences is developed by dflewing order according to Comte’s law:
Mathematics; Astronomy; Physics; Chemistry; Biolp&gychology; Sociology. Sociology, the
science of society is hence considered as@ueén sciencén Comte’s hierarchy as it would be
the most fundamentally complex. Through social reme and especially through Sociology,
Comte believed that all human social ills can beeadied.

B Sociology, the science of society is considered as ?

[] The ‘Queen science
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Summary of Study Session 6

In Study Session 6, you have learnt that:
1. This lecture examined Comte’s stages of human pasgr
2. These stages were treated and broken into thenioliptheological stage; these have 3
sub-stages, which are fetishism, polytheism andati@ism.

3. The second stage discussed was the metaphysigal atad lastly, the positive stage.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sesstn

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentiguestt the end of this Module.

SAQ 6.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 6.1)
Comte stressed that, these stages correlated artilgd stages in the development of social

organization, kindly state the types.

SAQ 6.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 6.2)
According to the study, explain “Fetishism”

SAQ 6.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 6.3)
It is commonly believed in stage, astrabt power or force guides and determines

the events in the world. Fill the gap
SAQ 6.4 (Tests Learning Outcomes 6.4)

According to Comte’s law, the hierarchy of the sces is developed by the following orders.

What are the orders?
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Study Session 7 Classical Sociological Theorists

Introduction

It is worthy to discuss briefly further about Augeiomte's scientific writings, especially about
his normative theory, which he sketched out in dasliest papers and developed in his later
work, that is, from his work oRositive Philosophy

Let it be pointed out that Karl Marx's class theoegts on the premise thahé history of all
hitherto existing society is the history of clagsuggles. Throughout his career, Emile
Durkheim was believed to be primarily concernechwfitree goals the concept of rationalization
had been used in Sociology to refer to the replacerof traditions, values, and emotions as
motivators for behaviour in society

This Study Session will focus on Classical Socialaly Theorists. You will learn the
contributions of classical sociological theorisigel Auguste Comte, Karl Marx, Emile

Durkheim, and Max Weber to sociological theory.

Learning Outcomes for Study Sessiof

When you have study this session, you should betabl

7.1 Explain the Auguste Comte (1798-1857) - Norweaiiheory (SAQ 7.1)
7.2 Discuss the Karl Marx (1818-1883) - Class Th€&AQ 7.2)

7.3 Discuss the Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) - Duikhan Theory (SAQ 7.3)
7.4 Max Weber (1864-1920) - Rationalization (SA@)7.
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7.1 Auguste Comte (1798-1857) - Normative Theory

It is worthy to discuss briefly further about Augei€omte's scientific writings, especially about
his normative theory, which he sketched out in dasliest papers and developed in his later
work, that is, from his work oRositive PhilosophyComte in this work elaborated a complex
blueprint of the good positive society of the fietua society directed by the spiritual power of

priests of the new positive religion and leaderbariking and industry.

Figure 7.1: Auguste Comte

Source:www.1.bp.blogspot.com/-
1Q0Yxc5CyI70/UFb8TriSECI/AAAAAAAASTW/SUWFhCFvBWw/s1@0/Auqguste-Comte-

1850.jpg

These scientific-sociologist-priests according ton@e would be - as were their religious
predecessors in the theological age - the moraleguand censors of the community, using the
force of their superior knowledge to recall menheir duties and obligations. Comte envisioned
these same people to be the directors of educatidjpudges of the society.

In the positive-sociocracy of the future, the stigrpriests of the religion of humanity, having
acquired positive knowledge of what is good and weuld sternly hold men to their collective
duty and would help suppress any subversive idegherent rights. Saint-Simon had suggested
that in the future the domination of men over mesula be replaced by the administration of

things. Comte argued that the ‘things’ to be adstéred were in fact human individuals.
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That human relation would become "thingified." Censtated an instance during the eleventh
century where a Pope, Pope Hildebrand, had foried broment extended his spiritual power
over all temporal power, so the High Priest of Haitya armed with a scientific knowledge;
would as the Pope of humanity institute a reigmafmony, justice, rectitude, and equity. The
new positivist order, according to Comte, would dnhwve as its Principle, Order as its Basis,
and Progress at its Aim

Comte argued that the egoistic propensities to lwimemans were prone to throughout their
previous history would be replaced by altruism,ttlsa by the command.ive for Others.
Individuals would be immersed by love for theirldgls, and they would lovingly honour the
positivist engineers of the soul who in their wisdaould incarnate the scientific knowledge of
the past, present and the lawfully determined pdtha predictable future.

Comte, especially in his later years, consideraaskIf not only a social scientist but also, and
primarily, a prophet and founder of a new religtbat promised salvation for all the ailments of
humanity. These normative aspects of Comte's thoagh no doubt of great importance to
sociological theory. Nonetheless, this aspect sfwbrk must be understood within the social

and intellectual context in which his work emerged.

B Comte argued that the egoistic propensities to kvhigmans were prone to throughout

their previous history would be replaced by?

0 Altruism, that is, by the commantive for Others

7.2 Karl Marx (1818-1883) - Class Theory

First and foremost, let it be pointed out that Kedrx's class theory rests on the premise that
"the history of all hitherto existing society is thistory of class strugglésAccording to this
view, ever since human society emerged from itipiie and relatively undifferentiated state it

has remained fundamentally divided between clasbesclash in the pursuit of class interests.
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Figure 7.1: Auguste Comte

Source: www.biography.com/imported/images/Biography/ImaBesfiles/M/Karl-Marx-
9401219-1-402.jpg

In a capitalist world for instance, the factory alihiforms the hub of capitalism, is the main locus
of antagonism between classes - between expla@tetexploited, between buyers and sellers of
labour power - rather than of functional collab@at To Marx, class interests and associated
contradictions are indeed determinants of socidlrastorical processes.

Marx's sociological analysis continually centres loow the relationships between men are
shaped by their relative positions in regard to theans of production, that is, by their
differential access to scarce resources and sqanwer. Marx acknowledged that the unequal
access to power and the means of production neteat mtl times and under all conditions lead
to active class struggle.

But he likewise acknowledged that the potential @ass conflict is inherent in every
differentiated society, since such a society syatemally generates conflicts of interest between
persons and groups differentially located withie gocial structure, and, more particularly, in

relation to the means of production.
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B Karl Marx's class theory rests on what premise?

I The history of all hitherto existing society is thistory of class struggles

Marx was concerned with the ways in which spe@fisitions in the social structure tended to
shape the social experiences of their incumberdstarpredispose them to actions oriented to
improve their collective fate.

Analytically, it is worthy to state here that clasterests in Marxian Sociology are not given
initio. Rather, they develop through the exposure of leeagrupying particular social positions
to particular social circumstances. Thus, in earjustrial enterprises, competition divides the
personal interests of a crowd of people who arenawk to each other.

But the maintenance of their wages for instancelevecome a common interest which they
have against their employer, and this will bringrthtogether. The separate individuals would
form a class only in so far as they have to camyaocommon battle against another class;
otherwise they are on hostile terms with each aéiserompetitors.

Class interests in this sense are fundamentalfgrdiit from, and cannot be derived from the
individual’s interests. Class interests emerge @atergial common interests of members of a
particular social stratum derive from the locatioh that stratum within particular social
structures and productive relations. In practi@ints, potentiality is often transformed into
actuality.

That is, Klasse en sich (class in itself) is transied into Klasse fuer sich (class for itself)sthi
occurs only when individuals occupying similar pimsis become involved in common
struggles; a network of communication develops, #r&y thereby become conscious of their
common fate. It is then that individuals becomet gHr a cohesive class that consciously
articulates their common interests.

Although an aggregate of people may occupy sinpitaitions in the process of production and
their lives may have objectively similar determitgrthey become a class as a self-conscious
and history- making body only if they become awaifr¢he similarity of their interests through
their conflicts with opposing classes.

To Marx, the basis upon which stratification systamst is the relation of aggregates of men to

the means of production. The major modern classesoavners of labour-power; owners of
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capital; and landowners, whose respective sourdesiamme are wages, profit and rent.
Descriptively, classes are aggregates of persons pdrform the same function in the
organization of production.

Yet self-conscious classes, as distinct from agge=gof people sharing a common fate, need for
their emergence a number of conditions among whieha network of communication, the
concentration of masses of people, a common enamy,some form of organization. Self-
conscious classes arise only if and when thergsegiconvergence of what Max Weber later
called ‘ideal’ and ‘material’ interests, that ieetcombination of economic and political demands
with moral and ideological quests.

The same mode of reasoning that led Marx to atis&rthe working class was bound to develop
class consciousness once the appropriate conditieres present also led him to contend that the
bourgeoisie, because of the inherent competitiVations between capitalist producers, was
incapable of developing an overall consciousnests abllective interests.

To classical economists, the economic system o&gkeh economy is pictured as one in which
each individual is working in his or her own intstrand solely concerned with the maximization
of his or her own gains, nevertheless contribubeth¢ interests and the harmony of the whole.
Differing sharply from this position, Marx contertjeas Raymond Aron noted that each
individual, working in his or her own interest, ¢obutes both to the necessary functioning and
to the final destruction of the regime.

In contrast to the utilitarians who conceive of$eferest as a regulator of a harmonious society,
Marx sees individual self-interest among capitalias destructive of their class interest in
general, and as leading to the ultimate self-destnn of capitalism. The very fact that each
capitalist acts rationally in his own self-interédsads to ever deepening economic crises and
hence to the destruction of the interests of all.

The conditions of work and the roles of workerspdise them to solidarity and to overcoming
their initial competitiveness in favour of combinadtion for their collective class interests.
Capitalists, however, being constrained by comipetibn the market, are in a structural position
that does not allow them to arrive at a consistssertion of common interests.

The market and the competitive mode of productlmat ts characteristic of capitalism tend to

separate individual producers. Marx granted thaitaksts also found it possible to transcend
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their immediate self-interests, but he thought thassible primarily in the political and
ideological spheres rather than in the economic.

Capitalists, divided by the economic competitionoam themselves, evolved a justifying
ideology and a political system of domination tkatved their collective interests. The State
becomes therefore the structure through which iddals of a ruling class assert their common
interests; thus, the ideas of the ruling classtaeuling ideas.

Political power and ideology hence tend to sene gsame functions for capitalists that class
consciousness serves for the working class. To Maexeconomic sphere was always the finally
decisive realm within which the bourgeoisie was alsv the victim of the competitiveness
inherent in its mode of economic existence.

Marx shown that the economic sphere can evolvenaaiousness, but he argued that it is always
a ‘false consciousne€sghat is, a consciousness that does not transiterking rooted in an
economically competitive mode of production. Henegher the bourgeoisie as a class, nor the
bourgeois state, nor the bourgeois ideology caveseuly to transcend the self-interest enjoined
by the bourgeoisie.

The bourgeois reign is doomed when economic carditare ripe and when a working class
united by solidarity, aware of its common interestsl energized by an appropriate system of
ideas, confronts its disunited antagonists. Oncekeve became aware that they are alienated
from the process of production, Marx believed thatdusk of the capitalist era has set in.

B According to Marx false consciousnessieans what?

[0 A consciousness that does not transcend its bewmtgd in an economically competitive

mode of production

7.3 Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) - Durkheimian Theory

Throughout his career, Emile Durkheim was belietcebde primarily concerned with three goals.

First, to establish Sociology as a new academiciglise. Second, to analyze how societies
could maintain their integrity and coherence in thedern era, when things such as shared
religious and ethnic background could no longeabsumed. Lastly, Durkheim was concerned

with the practical implications of scientific knosdge.
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Most importantly, the importance of social integratis expressed throughout Durkheim's work.

Let us consider one of Durkheim’s quotes on santelgration:

Box 7.1. Durkheim’s Quote on Social Integration

For if society lacks the unity that derives frone flact that the relationships between its parts are
exactly regulated, that unity resulting from therhanious articulation of its various functions
assured by effective discipline and if, in additigociety lacks the unity based upon the
commitment of men's wills to a common objectivertlit is no more than a pile of sand that the
least jolt or the slightest puff will suffice toater.

- Emile Durkheim

To give Sociology a place in the academic world smeénsure that it is a legitimate science,
Durkheim argued that Sociology must therefore haweobject that is clear and distinct from
philosophy or psychology, with its own methodologygcordingly, the Durkheim theory hinges
on the fundamental aim of discover structural ddeits.
In his work,Rules of the Sociological Meth¢#il895), Durkheim demonstrated how necessary it
is to establish a method that would guarantee 8mpits truly scientific character. One of the
key questions raised here concerns the issue e}y of the sociologist.
That is how could one study an object that, froetéry beginning, conditions and relates to the
observer? According to Durkheim, observations aiiadogical study must be as impartial and
impersonal as possible, even though he also ackwdgetl that a ‘perfectly objective
observation’ in this sense may never be attained.
A social fact must always be studied accordingtsorelation with other social facts, never
according to the individual who studies it. Socgtoshould therefore advocate comparison
rather than the study of singular independent fatts Durkheim, facts have no intellectual
meaning unless they were grouped into types ans. law

B To give Sociology a place in the academic world &mensure that it is a legitimate

science, Durkheim argued that?
O Sociology must therefore have an object that isrcend distinct from philosophy or
psychology, with its own methodology

He affirmatively claimed that it is from a consttion erected on the inner nature of the real that

knowledge of concrete reality is obtained, knowkeagt perceived by observation of the facts
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from the outside. He thus constructed concepts asctihe sacred and totemism exactly in the
same way that Karl Marx developed the conceptasg<l|

Unlike his contemporaries like Ferdinand Tonnied &eax Weber, Durkheim focused on the
study of social facts, and not on what motivates #ttions of individuals, an approach
associated with methodological individualism. Dwrkh defined a social fact in the following

manner:

Box 7.2. Durkheim Social Fact Definition

A social fact is every way of acting, fixed or nogpable of exercising on the individual jan
external constraint; or again, every way of activigch is general throughout a given society,
while at the same time existing in its own righdependent of its individual manifestations.

- Emile Durkheim, The Rules of Sociological Method

Durkheim's work and sociological theory revolvedwrd the study of social facts, a term he
coined to describe phenomena that have an indepeegistence in and of themselves, and are
not bound to the actions of individuals, but haveoarcive influence upon them. Durkheim
argued that social facts hawji generis an independent existence greater and more olgecti
than the actions of the individuals that composzaesy.

According to Durkheim, only such social facts caiplain the observed social phenomena.
Being exterior to the individual person, socialtfamay thus also exercise coercive power on the
various people that make up society, as it can somas be observed in the case of formal laws
and regulations, but also in situations implying firesence of informal rules, such as religious
rituals or family norms.

According to Durkheim, social facts can be mate(pdlysical objects) or immaterial (meanings,
sentiments, etc.). Immaterial social facts canreséen or touched, but they are external and
coercive, and as such, they become real, gaincfact On the other hand, physical objects can
represent both material and immaterial social fadcisexample a flag is a physical social fact
that often has various immaterial social facts (theaning and importance of the flag) attached
to it.

The task of sociological theory is therefore thevimte explanations to what had been discovered
a quantitative or experimental approach. Just Bkeial institutions in general, Durkheim

described society as a set of social facts. Moen tivhat society is, Durkheim was also
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interested in answering questions on ‘how is aetgccreated’ and ‘what holds a society
together’.
In attempting to answer the question of ‘what haddsiety together’, Durkheim shown in his
work, Division of Labour in Societyhat humans are inherently egoistic, but normsetseand
values (collective consciousness) form the moralsbaf society, which also brings about social
integration in society. Accordingly, collective cmmousness is of key importance to the society,
it is a requisite function without which the sogieannot survive.
To Durkheim, collective consciousness producessthe@ety and holds it together, and at the
same time individuals produce collective consci@ssrthrough their interactions. Likewise, it is
through collective consciousness that human bebegome aware of one another as social
beings, and not just animals.
Durkheim described collective consciousness infeéhewing words, that ‘the totality of beliefs
and sentiments common to the average membersatfietys forms a determinate system with a
life of its own. It can be termed the collectivecommon consciousness’.
Durkheim shown that the emotional part of the aile consciousness usually overrides our
egoism; as humans are emotionally bound to culagehey act socially since this is recognized
as the responsible and moral way to act. A keyotming society according to Durkheim is
social interaction, he believed that humans, wimea group, will inevitably act in such a way
that a society is formed.

B According to Durkheim, only such social facts caplain what?

[0 The observed social phenomena

7.4 Max Weber (1864-1920) - Rationalization

The concept of rationalization had been used iniocBmgy to refer to the replacement of
traditions, values, and emotions as motivatorsbinaviour in society. Traditions, values, and
emotions here is said to be motivated by ratiocaGulated actions. The term is believed to be
propounded by Max Weber.

Weber illustrated what rationalization implies iis work, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism,where he shown how the values of some Protestaimind@ations like the Calvinists
have shifted towards rational means of economin gaia way of dealing with their 'salvation

anxiety'.
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The rational consequences of this doctrine, heeatgaoon grew to be incompatible with its
religious roots, and so the salvation concerns ai@ism were eventually discarded. Weber
subsequently applied this concept in his later wonlotably in his studies on bureaucracy and on
the classifications of authority. In these works &leowed how social organization and
sociological theory are inevitably moving towardsianalization.

Weber believed that a move towards rational-legas \wmevitable. In charismatic authority for
instance, the death of a leader effectively endspthwer of that authority. On the other hand, it
is only through a rationalized and bureaucratiofdinat this authority be passed on.

In Weber’s sociological analysis, what his work idegd was not only the secularization of
Westernculture, but also and especially the development of modecretiesfrom the viewpoint

of rationalization. The new structures of societsrevmarked by the differentiation of the two
functionally intermeshing systems that had takespsharound the organizational cores of the
capitalist enterprise and the bureaucratic stgparapus.

Weber understood this process as the institutipai@din of purposive-rational economic and
administrative action. To the degree that everyjdaywas affected by this cultural and societal
rationalization, traditional forms of life - whidm the early modern period were differentiated
primarily according to one's trade - were dissolved

In another instance, in traditional societies goaece is based on traditional leadership such as
a queen or chief, on the contrary, in modern s@dgtgovernance operates by rational-legal
systems. Weber further described the eventual itapzfcrationalization in his workeconomy
and Societyywhere he argued that increasing rationalizatiohurhan life would eventually trap
individuals in an ‘iron cage’ or rule-based, raaboontrol.

Again, one of Weber's greatest contributions toadogical theory is the notion of hideal type

He described the ideal type as basically a themlethodel constructed by means of a detailed
empirical study of a phenomenon. That an ideal tg@ intellectual construct that a sociologist
may use to study historical realities by meansheirtsimilarities and divergences from the
model. He emphasized that ideal types are not asomi images of what the world ought to look
like.

Also, Weber’s typology of the four types of socwtion is central to comprehending his
Sociology. According to Weber, social action maydsessified as: means-ends rational action,
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value-rational action, affectual action, or traali@l action. He went further to developed a
multidimensional theory of stratification that inporated class, status, and party.

Class is determined by one's economic or markeatsin (i.e., life chances), and it is not a
community but rather a possible basis for commantbn. Status refers to honour, prestige, and
one's style of life. Parties, according to Webeg arganized structures that exist for the
purposes of gaining domination in some sphere abbfe.

Class, status, and party may be related in manywag given empirical case, which provides
the sociologist with a very sophisticated set aficaptual tools for the analysis of stratification
and power.
Critics have argued that Weber had failed to offey alternatives to rationalization, capitalism,
and bureaucracy. They also deprecate Weber's tesg@essimism about the future of

rationalization and bureaucracy.

Summary of Study Session 7
In Study Session 7, you have learnt that:

1. It is worthy to discuss briefly further about AuggisComte's scientific writings,
especially about his normative theory, which hetadked out in his earliest papers and
developed in his later work, that is, from his workPositive Philosophy

2. Karl Marx's class theory rests on the premise thia¢ history of all hitherto existing
society is the history of class struggles

3. Throughout his career, Emile Durkheim was beliet@de primarily concerned with
three goals

4. Accordingly, the Durkheim theory hinges on the famental aim of discover structural
social facts

5. The concept of rationalization had been used indkugy to refer to the replacement of
traditions, values, and emotions as motivatord@raviour in society

6. In Weber’s sociological analysis, what his work idegrd was not only the secularization
of Westerrculture, but also and especially the development of modearetiesrom the

viewpoint of rationalization
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Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessibn

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentigussit the end of this Module.

SAQ 7.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 7.1)
That human relation would beconthihgified." Was stated by whom and in what instance?

SAQ 7.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 7.2)
Marx's sociological analysis continually centreshomv the relationships between men are

shaped; explain further according to the study

SAQ 7.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 7.2)
In attempting to answer the question of ‘what h@dsiety together’, Durkheim shown in his

work, Division of Labour in Societyhat ?
SAQ 7.4 (Tests Learning Outcomes 7.4)

Weber believed that a move towards rational-leged imevitable. In charismatic authority for

instance, what is he trying to explain?
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Study Session 8 Structure-Agency Integration

Introduction

It is widely contended that the problem of struetand agency has become fact the basic issue
of interest in modern sociological theory. Dealthgs the structure-agency linkage is in fact, the
‘acid test’ of a general social theory and the tcaproblem’ in sociological theory in particular.
In this study, you will understand exemplar of stmgical theories that attempt to integrate
agency and structure. Agency here generally re¢ersicro-level, individual actors; however, it
also refers to (macro) collectivities that act.like manner, while structure usually refers to
large-scale social structures, it also refers toronstructures such as those involved in human
interaction.

This Study Session will focus on Structure-Agenotegrration. You will learn the Structure-
Agency Debate, Structure-Agency Integration, RecBetvelopments in Structure-Agency

Integration, and Structure-Agency Integration of@entemporary Theorists.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session

When you have study this session, you should ketabl

8.1 Explain the Structure-Agency Debate (SAQ 8.1)

8.2 Explain the Structure-Agency Integration (SAQ)8

8.3 Discuss the Recent Developments in Structurenrdy Integration (SAQ 8.3)
8.4 Discuss Structure-Agency Integration other €@mmorary Theorists (SAQ 8.4)
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8.1 The Structure-Agency Debate

Generally in sociological theorizing, there is thianding debate over the primacy of structure or
agency in shaping human behaviour. Agency is défiae the capacity of individuals to act

independently and to make their own free choicekilstv structure refers to the recurrent

patterned arrangements which influence or limit timices and opportunities available to

individuals in society.

Agency Structure
Individual Choice “Free Will” Social Force
Solidarity Social Control

Figure 8.1: Structure and Agent Elements

Source:Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibadan

The structure-agency debate is somehow similar \h#h ‘nature- nurture’ debate, which
guestions whether an individual’'s nature (physig)ogr nurture (socialization) predominates in
the formation of the individual's identity. In tkame vein, the structure- agency debate may be
viewed as an issue of socialization against autgniondetermining whether an individual acts

as a free agent or in a manner dictated by soriadtare.

The debate over the primacy of structure or agemiged lies at the heart of both classical and
contemporary sociological theory. That is this delia at the centre of the question of social
ontology. These include questions such: ‘What esgbcial world made of? What is a cause of
the social world, and what is an effect? Do sosfalctures determine an individual's behaviour

or does human agency determine an individual’s \iehe?
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The central debate, therefore, is between thearmtsmitted to the notions of methodological
holism and those committed to methodological irglinalism. The first notion, methodological
holism, is the idea that actors are socializedemnbdedded into social structures and institutions
that constrain, or enable, and generally shapstheiduals' dispositions towards, and capacities
for, action, and that this social structure shdaddaken as primary and most significant.
The second notion, methodological individualism, tihee idea that actors are the central
theoretical and ontological elements in social ayst, and social structure is a result and
consequence of the actions and activities of iotérg individuals.
To Functionalists such as Emile Durkheim, structanel hierarchy are essential elements in
stabilizing the continued existence of society. @we contrary, theorists like Karl Marx
emphasized that the social structure can act taétment of the majority of individuals in a
society. In both these instances ‘structure’ hefers to something both material, in terms of
being economic or cultural (for example, structonay refer to norms, traditions, ideologies and
customs).
Some theorists argue that our social existencargely determined by the overall structure of
society. Sociological theories which aligned wittistview include: structuralism, and some
forms of Functionalism and Marxism, which in thsntext can be seen as forms of holism — a
notion that depicts ‘the whole is greater thanghen of its parts’.
On the contrary, other theorists stress the capadfitindividual ‘agents’ to construct and
reconstruct their worlds. Some sociological theorteat aligned with this view include:
interactionism, ethnomethodology, and phenomenology

B The central debate, is between theorists comniiti¢lde notions of ?

O Methodological holism and those committed to methogical individualism
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8.2  Structure-Agency Integration
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Figure 8.2: Structure and Agent Integration
Source: www.systemswiki.org/images/thumb/6/63/Structure Agydrane.png/600px-
StructureAgencylLane.png

Most modern social theorists such as Bourdieu (198B0), have advocated for a point of
balance between structure and agency.

These theorists see structure and agency as compiam forces - structure influences human

behaviour, and humans are capable of changingoaitial structures they inhabit. The theory of

Structuration by Anthony Giddens is one promineseple of structure-agency integration.

B “The theory of Structuration by Anthony Giddensise prominent example of structure-
agency integration”. True or False?

O True

59



8.3 Recent Developments in Structure-Agency Integti&n

In this lecture, let us briefly examine recent depments that have advocated for structure-
agency integration. The critical realist structaggncy perspective embodied in the
Transformational Model of Social Action (TMSA) fanstance has applied structure-agency
integration conceptions in its analyses.

Social science scholars such as Tony Lawson incgoms and Margaret Archer in Sociology
have successfully demonstrated this integratiothéx works. Kenneth Wilkinson in his work,
Community in Rural Americapok an interactional/field theoretical perspeetfecusing on the

role of community agency in contributing to the egamce of community.

VERSESGREATER'

P AN CENCEAGENG Y, 1 ~ 1P ANTS
B, STRUCTUREER - PARTIC
OAOCAPRBIIN S 1PHEN

Figure 8.3: Structure and Agent with related Tags and Terms
Source:
www.us.123rf.com/450wm/radiantskies/radiantskied1iantskies121103516/16579201-

abstract-word-cloud-for-structure-and-agency-wélated-tags-and-terms.jpg

The Danish psychologist, Ole Dreier, had proposeus work,Psychotherapy in Everyday Life,
that individuals are best conceptualized as paditis in social practices (social structures); and

that these participants have the capability toeeiteproduce or change these social practices.
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This indicates that neither the participants, mer$ocial practices can be fully understood when
looked at in isolation. According to him, any atfgno look at participants and social practices
in isolation is indeed invalid. Thus, it is recoged that the participants co-create social practice
and social structure, and this only happens whemnidlividual participates in a social practice.
Structure-agency integration has continued to eyohith scholars such as Nicos Mouzelis in
his work, Sociological Theory: What Went Wrongfdd Margaret Archer's worRealist Social
Theory: The Morphogenetic Approacbontinuing to push for the ongoing development of
structure-agency theory and integration.

Work in information systems for instance by Mut@010) has emphasized Archer's Realist
Social Theory. In entrepreneurship research formge, Archer's theory has been used to
demonstrate the view that starting a new busineganization needs to be understood in the
context of social structure and agency.

B The Danish psychologist, Ole Dreier, had proposechis work, Psychotherapy in
Everyday Lifethat?

O Individuals are best conceptualized as participansocial practices (social structures);
and that these participants have the capabiligitteer reproduce or change these social
practices

8.4  Structure-Agency Integration other ContemporaryTheorists
Pierre Bourdieu, Peter L. Berger and Thomas LuckmBoberto Mangaberia Unger, Anthony

Giddens are the other contemporary theoristshtnat advocated structure-agency integration
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8.4.1 Pierre Bourdieu (August 1, 1930 — January 22002)

IOFTENSAY

SOCIOLOGY IS

AMARTIAL ART, AMEANS OF
SELF-DEFENSE.BASICALLY,
YOUUSEITTODEFEND YOURSELF,
WITHOUTHAVING THE
RIGHT TOUSE
ITFORUNFAIR

ATTACKS.
PIERREBOURDIEU

Figure 8.4: Pierre Bourdieu

Source:www.31.media.tumblr.com/tumblr lu8vul1x3h1r64ybyb6@0.jpg

Bourdieu was a French theorist who presentedtiory of practiceon the dichotomise
understanding of the relation between structure agehcy in his works. Some of his works
include: An Outline of the Theory of Practi¢€972), where he presented the conceptadiitus

His other work,Distinction: A Social Critique of the JudgementTafste(1979) was named as
one of the 20th century's ten most important antlential works of Sociology by the
International Sociological Association.

The basic concepts in Bourdieu's work include cptedike habitus, field, and capital.
According to Bourdieu, the agent is socialized ifiedd’. A field here represents an evolving set
of roles and relationships in a social domain, wherious forms of ‘capital’ such as prestige or
financial resources are at stake.

As the agent accommodates assigned roles andrelhips in the context of the field, the agent
internalizes relationships and expectations forrajgey in that domain. These internalized
relationships and habitual expectations and relatigps therefore form, over time, thabitus
Bourdieu's work attempts to integrate structure ageincy dichotomy by showing that external
structures are internalized into the habitus wthike actions of the agent externalize interactions
between actors into the social relationship in fredd. Bourdieu's theory, therefore, is

juxtaposition between ‘externalizing the internalhd ‘internalizing the external’.
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8.4.2 Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann

Peter Berger i Thomas Luckmann

Figure 8.5: Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann
Source:www.207.23.252.88/media/authors/author_images/peérger.jpg

Berger and Luckmann in their worl§ocial Construction of Realitf1966) showed that the
relationship between structure and agency is dialdn nature. They demonstrated that society
forms the individuals, and at the same time, thdividual too creates society. This forms a

continuous loop.

8.4.3 Roberto Mangaberia Unger

Figure 8.6: Roberto Mangaberia Unger

Source: www.hannaharendtcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/ZBI@hager.jpg
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This social theorist and legal philosopher had bgpexl the thesis of ‘negative capability’ to
foster structure and agency integration. In hisknam ‘false necessity’ and ‘anti-necessitarian
social theory’; Unger recognized the constraintstadcture and its molding influence upon the
individual, but at the same time believes that itidividual is well able to resist, deny, and
transcend the structure.

He termed the varieties of this resistance as ‘tnegaapability’. Unlike other theories of
structure and agencpegative capabilityaccording to Unger do not reduce the individuahto
simple actor possessing only the dual capacityoofitiance or rebellion, but rather sees the
individual as being able to partake in a varietadvities of self-empowerment.

8.4.4 Anthony Giddens

Figure 8.7: Anthony Giddens

Source:www.static.quim.co.uk/sys-

images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2011/3/4/1299267658f¥mer-LSE-head-Anthony-G-007.jpg

Contemporary sociological theory is said to be galheaimed toward an integration of structure
and agency. Anthony Giddens, one of the contempaaciological theorists, had developed
The Structuration Theory.

In his work,The Constitution of Socie{984), Giddens presented a developed attempbt@m
beyond the differentiation or dualism of structaned agency and argues for the ‘duality of
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structure’ - where social structure is conceivedath the medium and the outcome of social
action.

According to Giddens, an agent's common interadkiitin the structure, as a system of norms, is
described as ‘structuration’. He further used téren ‘reflexivity’ to refer to the ability of an
agent to consciously alter his or her place insthaal structure.

He argued that globalization and the emergencaefpost-traditional' or cosmopolitan society
might be said to allow for ‘greater social reflegw. He reaffirmed that the social sciences,

especially sociological theory creates social kralgk, which is potentially emancipatory.

Summary of Study Session 8
In Study Session 8, you have learnt that:
1. In this lecture, we have looked at exemplars ofidogical theories that attempt to
integrate agency and structure.
2. Agency was defined as to micro-level, individuatoas; however, it also refers to
(macro) collectivities that act.
3. In like manner, while structure usually refersdogle-scale social structures, it also refers

to micro structures such as those involved in humtanaction.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sess&®n

Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentigussit the end of this Module.

SAQ 8.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 8.1)
Agency is defined as ? Fill the gap

SAQ 8.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 8.2)
These theorists see structure and agency as compiam forces.

WHY?
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SAQ 8.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 8.2)
What did Ole Dreier, proposed in his woRsychotherapy in Everyday Life?

SAQ 8.4 (Tests Learning Outcomes 8.2)
According to Bourdieu, the agent is socialized ifiedd’. Further explain what a field represents
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Study Session 9: Globalization and Cosmopolitanism

Introduction

The termglobalization has recently emerged to refer to the appearancanaonternational
network of social and economic systems that depiccesses that advance world-wide
exchanges of national and cultural resources.tliesprocess of international integration arising
from the interchange of world views, products, gleend other aspects of culture.

The origin of the concept of globalization can la¢ed back to the great movements of trade and
empire across Asia and the Indian Ocean from tlile d&ntury onwards. Since its inception, the
concept of globalization has inspired competingnif@dns and interpretations.

In the same vein, the notion of cosmopolitanisnresgnts the idea that all humans belong to a
single community based on a shared morality. Le¢x&nine the place of these two important
concepts in sociological theory.

This Study Session will focus on Structure-Agenotegrration. You will learn the Structure-
Agency Debate, Structure-Agency Integration, RecBetvelopments in Structure-Agency

Integration, and Structure-Agency Integration of@entemporary Theorists.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session

When you have study this session, you should betabl

9.1 Explain the Concept of Globalization and Cosafitgnism (SAQ 9.1)
9.2 Describe the Globalization and SociologicalariggSAQ 9.2)

9.3 Discuss the Dimensions of Globalization (SAQ) 9.

9.4 Discuss the Contemporary Cosmopolitan ThinkB&Q 9.4)
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9.1 Concept of Globalization and Cosmopolitanism

It is important to note that humans have interacteer long distances for thousands of years.
For instance, the overlar®ilk Roadthat connected Asia, Africa, and Europe is a gexample

of the transformative power of trans-local exchathge existed in the ‘Old World'.

As peoples and nations exchanged products and, idesise have been the spread and mixture of
philosophy, religion, language, the arts, and otmrects of culture. During the 15th and 16th
centuries, Europeans made important discoveridsein exploration of the oceans, including the

commencement of transatlantic travel to the ‘NewM/®f the Americas.

Since this period, global movement of people, gpadd ideas have significantly expanded. We
have had the development of new forms of transpontasuch as the steam ship and train,

telecommunications, these have compressed ‘timespade’, allowing for increasingly rapid

rates of global interchanges.

Figure 9.1: Global Means of Transportation

Source: www.upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia

In the 20th century, road vehicles and airlinesendgveloped, and these had made transportation
even faster. More recently in the *2tentury, the development and advent of electronic
communications, most notably mobile phones andritegnet, had brought new ways of living

to people where they can be connected to billidgherqpeople across the world.
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B In 20th century, road vehicles and airlines wereettped; what is the impact on

transportation?
[0 Made transportation faster

9.2 Globalization and Sociological Theory
The term globalization has been in increasing useesthe mid-1980s. In Year 2000, the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) identified fouadic aspects of globalization.

Irade and
transactions

Dissemination Four Basic f"'f’"“' G
investment

movements

ot knowledge Aspect of
Globalization

Migration and
movement of
people

Figure 9.2: The Four Basic Aspects of Globalization IdentiflgdIMF

Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan

In recent times, environmental challenges suchiagte change, cross-boundary water and air
pollution, and over-fishing of the ocean are linkeith globalization. In sociological analysis, it
can be seen that globalizing processes affect endfgected by work organizations, economies,

socio-cultural resources, and even the naturarenmient.
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Figure 9.3: Globalization and the Environment

Source:www.stopceta.ca/@images/globalization-machine.png

Professor Roland Robertson, a sociologist, hadhdéfglobalization as ‘the compression of the
world and the intensification of the consciousnesthe world as a whole’. Other sociologists

such as Martin Albrow and Elizabeth King had furtliefined globalization as ‘...all those

processes by which the peoples of the world arerpurated into a single world society'.

In his work, The Consequences of Modernidnthony Giddens defined globalization as the
intensification of worldwide social relations whitihk distant localities in such a way that local

happenings are shaped by events occurring mang eweay and vice versa.

In sociological theoretical terms, it can be sdwt tlthough in its simplistic sense, the concepts
globalization and cosmopolitanism refer to the widg, deepening and speeding up of global
interconnection; such an explanation of these qaisceegs further elaboration. Consequently,
globalization and cosmopolitanism can be betteretstdod when located on a continuum that
has the local, national and regional spheres.

Descriptively, at one end of the continuum lie aband economic relations and networks which
are organized on a local and/or national basitheabther end lie social and economic relations

and networks which crystallize on the wider scdleegional and global interactions.
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In sociological analysis, globalization and cosnidaoism therefore imply those spatial-
temporal processes of change which underpin aftnanation in the organization of human
affairs by linking together and expanding humanvégtacross societies, cultures, regions and
continents. A satisfactory explanation of thesecepts needs to capture these basic elements:

extensity (stretching), intensity, velocity and ep

B Martin Albrow and Elizabeth King defined globaliiat as ?

OO0 All those processes by which the peoples of theldvare incorporated into a single

world society

9.3 Dimensions of Globalization

In his book,Globalization: A Very Short Introductiorgteger had argued that in order to fully
understand and grasp the concept and process bhligiation and how this impact on
sociological knowledge, scholars of globalizaticeed to take a multidimensional approach to
understanding globalization.

He outlined five dimensions of globalization. Theselude: economic, political, cultural,
ecological, and ideological.

Table 9.1: The Five Dimensions of Globalization

1 Economic globalization This entails the intensification and stretching | of
economic interrelations around the globe. It inesly
issues as the emergence of a new global econoée,or
the internationalization of trade and finance, ¢hanging
power of transnational corporations, and the
enhancement of the role of international economic
institutions like the IMF and World Bank.

2 Political globalization Globalization is conceived here as the intensiticatind
expansion of political interrelations around thehgl.
Aspects of political globalization include the mate)

nation state system and its changing place in thsept
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world’s order, the role of global governance, ahe

direction of the global political systems

Cultural globalization

This refers to the intensification and expansioouwfural

flows across the globe. Even though the concept of

culture is broad and encompassing, in his discassic
globalization; Stager had defined as ‘the symb
construction, articulation, and dissemination ofamag’.
Issues of interests here include discussion on
development of a global culture, or lack of a glog
culture, the role of the media in shaping idergitand

desires, and the globalization of languages

olic

the

Ecological globalization

Discussions of interest under this dimension relats
global environmental and ecological concerns susl
population growth, access to food, worldwide regtrc
in biodiversity, poverty reduction and eradicati
human-induced  climate  change, and glg

environmental degradation

[

bal

Ideological globalization

Under this dimension, Steger noted that what pténae
is the reign of norms, postulations, beliefs, aadatives
about the concept of globalization itself. He saps
ideologies that have endowed the concept
globalization with particular values and meaningt

three main types

of
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Box 9.1. Concept of Globalization with Particular Values and Meanings into three main

types
These include: market globalism, justice globalismg jihadist globalism. Steger explain th

11
3

as follows:
« Market globalismseeks to endow ‘globalization’ with free-marketrms and neoliberal
meanings.
« Justice globalismnvolves the construction of an alternative visajrglobalization based on
egalitarian ideals of global solidarity and disttiive justice.

« Jihadist globalisnstruggles against market- and justice globalism sseks to mobilize th

(1)

global Muslim community of believers (umma) in dese of Islamic values and beliefs that

are thought to be under severe attack by the fatsscularism and consumerism.

B The five dimensions of globalization are?

[0 Economic, Political, Cultural, Ecological, and Idegical

9.4 Contemporary Cosmopolitan Thinking

A number of contemporary theorists have proposesgttly and indirectly, various ways through
which an individual can become cosmopolitan. Jaé&gesco for instance is working through the
Venus Project on spreading cosmopolitan ideas acessficial boundaries that currently

separate the different peoples of the world.

His ideas are anchored on understandings as tayohininterdependence with nature and each
other. Thich Nhat Hanh had evolved the conceptraéf-being’ as a way of living one's life in
relation to others. ‘Inter-being’ connotes a coridbpt largely resembles cosmopolitanism. Nhat
Hanh's philosophical beliefs are grounded in thexg@pts of Buddhist teachings, which involve
compassion and understanding to protect and livearmony with all people, animals, plants,
and minerals.

He went further to describe what he calMthdfulness Training of the Order of Inter-being
According to him, with this training, one would lagvare of sufferings created by, but not

limited to causes like fanaticism and intoleranites disrupt compassion and living in harmony
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with others; indoctrination of narrow-minded bediefimposition of views; anger; and

miscommunication.

He buttressed that understanding and compassiastiers would surely be achieved when one
understands other people's suffering and the enmtes of suffering. Therefore, to be human and
responsible is to recognize and understand suffemvhich then leads to compassion. It is

through this process that others can be recog@igdnimans.

Contemporary cosmopolitan thinking contends thabgeizing suffering is a prerequisite to
ending violence. In his worlScared SacredvVelcrow Ripper explored different sites of great
suffering, and he confirmed that this ultimatelyl laim toward developing compassion. In
another work, The Planet’, Paul Gilroy explores how the construction andurelization of

race and the hierarchies produced by differencpestiee hatred of others.

Figure 9.4: Recognizion of Suffering

Source:www.forward.com/workspace/assets/images/articlesfeenia-122911.jpg

It is the deconstruction of these ideologies tlzat lead to the compassion and humanization of
others, he stressed. The role of the sociologesetbre is to make others aware e of what Judith
Butler calledthe precariousness of life in self and othBeing cosmopolitan hence implies to

be, above all, to be social and ethical.
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In another work,Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangeksvame Anthony Appiah,

explained how social ethics seem to operate. HEaeation lies on the social ethics that:
whatever obligation one might have to another, @sflg a foreign other, that obligation does
not supersede the obligations that the person tatteose people most familiar to him or her.
However, Judith Butler asked, at what cost do ostabdish the familiar as the criterion; in

response, it was shown that it is at the pointadfiing others.

Critics of msmopolitanismhave argued that some forms of cosmopolitanisne Haited to
address the potential for economic colonization exuloitation by powerful countries over less
powerful ones. Frantz Fanon in his wofkie Wretched of the Eartbbserved that when nations
achieved independence from European colonizerss thias no system in place to secure their
economic future; thus, they became manager(s) festévn enterprise; consequently, in practice
setting up its country as the brothel of Europe.

He further argued that when ‘Third World’ nation® @rawn into economic partnerships with
global capital, unarguably to improve their natioegaality of life, often the only ones benefitting
from this partnership are well-placed individuatglanot the nation itself. Similarly, Mahmood
Mamdani in his work,Good Muslim, Bad Muslinsuggests that the imposition of Western

cultural norms, democracy and Christianity hasohnisally resulted in nationalist violence.

Appiah agreed that democracy has been a prereguisit cosmopolitan intervention in

developing nations. Cosmopolitanism, in these mt#a, appears to be a new form of
colonization and imperialism: the powerful explibie weak and the weak eventually fight back.
Cosmopolitanism had been said to put nationalisth@dramework for sovereign nation-state

irrelevant.

With cosmopolitanism, some scholars have arguedtiieapolitical system based on the nation-
state has become obsolete and that it is time $@ule better and more efficient alternative.
Mosterin for instance had analyzed how the worltitipal system should be organized in order

to maximize individual freedom and individual oppanity.
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Rejecting as topsy-turvy the metaphysical notiorireé will, he focuses on political freedom,
the absence of coercion or interference by otlmepersonal decisions. Because of the tendencies
to violence and aggression that lurk in human matsome constraint had been put on freedom
for peaceful and fruitful social interaction; hoveeyMosterin argued that the more freedom you

enjoy the better social interaction you would have.

Mosterin demonstrated that there is no rationaugdofor curtailing the cultural freedoms of

peoples as it relates to language, religion antbous in the name of the nation, the church or
the party. According to him, thinternet provides a much more attractive model for social
organization in contemporary times than the nasitate. Mosterin further argued that there is no

need for restraining the free circulation of pegjdeas or goods.

Figure 9.5: Freedom Expression

Source:www.aristotleslackey.files.wordpress.com/2010/Ggttom-for-all.jpg

He postulated that the nation-state is indeed ipaginle with the full development of freedom,
whose blossoming requires the reorganization ofatbed political system along cosmopolitan
lines. He proposed a world without sovereign nasitates, territorially organized in small

autonomous but not-sovereign partisan politics,emented by strong world organizations.
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He emphasized the difference between internatiorsitutions, led by representatives of the

national governments, and world or universal ingtihs, with clearly defined aims served by

directors selected by their personal qualificatjiomslependently of any national bias or

proportion. However, most propositions of cosmdpoism had been criticized, with the

argument that any viable cosmopolitanism must bet&dd’ by means of a ‘global patriotism’ as

its base.

B Appiah agreed that democracy has been a preregjtosit ?

[0 Cosmopolitan intervention in developing nations

Summary of Study Session 9

In Study Session 9, you have learnt that:

1.

The termglobalizationhas recently emerged to refer to the appearanae oifternational
network of social and economic systems that dgmiotesses that advance world-wide

exchanges of national and cultural resources.

It is important to note that humans have interacteel long distances for thousands of
years
The term globalization has been in increasing useeghe mid-1980s. In Year 2000, the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) identified fouadic aspects of globalization

Five dimensions of globalization. These includearemmic, political, cultural, ecological,
and ideological

A number of contemporary theorists have proposeettly and indirectly, various ways

through which an individual can become cosmopolitan
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Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sesstn

Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentigussit the end of this Module.

SAQ 9.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 9.1)
For people and nations to have exchanged prodndtglaas, what could have happened?

SAQ 9.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 9.2)

According to Anthony Giddens in his workTHe Consequences of Modernitkindly defined

globalization?

SAQ 9.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 9.3)
According to the Five Dimensions of Globalizatierplain“Cultural Globalization ”

SAQ 9.4 (Tests Learning Outcomes 9.2)
The role of the sociologist is to make others avadnghat Judith Butler called ?

78



Study Session 10 Sociological Metatheorizing

Introduction

Metatheorizing has emerged as one of the currevgla@ments in sociological theory. While
conventional sociologists and theorists take tlogasavorld as their subject matter; metatheorists
are involved in the systematic study of the undedstructure of sociological theory.

This Study Session will focus on Sociological Me&drizing. You will learn the Concept of

Sociology and Metatheorizing, Varieties of Metattigag, and the Levels of Social Analysis.

Learning Outcomes for Study Sessiono

When you have study this session, you should betabl

10.1 Explain the Concept of Sociology and Metattrényg (SAQ 10.1)
10.2 Describe Varieties of Metatheorizing (SAQ 10.2

10.3 Discuss the Levels of Social Analysis (SAQ3]0.

10.1 Concept of Sociology and Metatheorizing

It is worthy to note that sociologists are not ¢timdy ones involved in mata-analysis. They are not
the only ones involved in the reflective study leéit own discipline. Other social scientists such
as psychologists, political scientists, and eveitopbphers and historian are involved in meta-

analysis.
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Figure 10.1: Meta- Analysis Commodity Behavious
Source:Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibadan

Metatheorizing in Sociology therefore refers to teftective study of the discipline of Sociology
by sociologists. Meta-analysis in Sociology accogdio George Ritzer can be grouped under the
theme: metaSociology MetaSociology is defined as the reflexive studytle underlying
structure of Sociology in general, as well as #&saus components.
This includes an analysis of substantive arealefliscipline (e.g. Sociology of work); concepts
(e.g. social structure); social research methodfor® to synthesize sociological methods
(metamethods); and sociological data analysis (tata-analysis).

B Do you think that it is only sociologists that amgolved in mata-analysis?

0 “NO” Sociologists are not the only ones involved inavetalysis

10.2 Varieties of Metatheorizing
Ritzer (2008) identified three varieties of metathieng. His definition of these varieties hinges
on the nature of the differences inherent in edcth® variety. The following are the different

varieties (3) of metatheorizing that Ritzer idaptif

80



Table 10.1:The Different Three (3) Varieties of Metatheorzin

1

Metatheorizing as a means of This variety of metatheorizing according to Rit;

attaining a deeper
understanding of sociological

theory (My)

involves the study of sociological theory in order
produce a better, more profound understanding @inex
theory. Under this category, theorists are conckmién
the study of other theorists and their theories, atmer
community of theorists, as well as the larger Ietgual

and social contexts of theories and theorists.

Metatheorizing as a prelude
to theory development (M)

This involves the study of extant theory in order

produce new sociological theory.

Metatheorizing as a source o
that
sociological theory (Mb)

perspectives overarch

f This variety of metatheorizing is oriented towart t
goal of producing a perspective, in other words,
metatheory, which overarches some part or all

sociological theory.

Therapy-resistant

mutation

U Therapy
U Remission

and therapy

De novo — ’

mutation Tumour relapse
despite therapy

rer

of

Figure 10.2: Nature of the Differences Inherent in each of\flaeiety

Source:www.nature.com/nature/journal/v501/n7467/imagesiedi?624-16.jpg
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B Who identified three varieties of metatheorizing avhen?
[0 Ritzer (2008)

10.3 Levels of Social Analysis

Two continua of social reality had been identifeesiconstituting useful and major levels of the
social world. These include:

1. Microscopic- ¥ Under here, the social world is conceived as being made up a
macroscopic series of entities ranging from those large in scale to those
small in scale. It is believed that most people in their day-to-

day lives conceive the social world in these terms

Level of Social
Analysis

Figure 10.3: Microscopic-Macroscopic Level of Social Analysis
Source:Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibadan

The basic assumption here is the simple idea ti@alsphenomena vary greatly in size. Hence,
at the macro end of the continuum are such largkesaocial phenomena such as groups of
societies (for example, the world capitalist sygtesocieties and cultures.
Whilst at the micro end are individual actors ahdirt thoughts and actions. In between is
believed to be a wide range of meso-level phenonswh as groups, collectivities, social
classes, and organizations.
A primary challenge of this level of social anat/$s the fact that there are no clear dividing
lines between the micro social units and the maaits. There would be difficulty therefore to
recognize the distinctions when applying the migraero social analytical schema.
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Figure 10.3: The Pyramid of Capitalist System
Source:www.farm5.staticflickr.com/4136/4788168631 22f5béa70.jpg

P20 1daq17== e Still following the micro-macro typology, it can be said

o) 2aiil2 k472 that at each end of the micro-macro continuum, and

of Social virtually everywhere in between, one can differentiate
Analysis between objective and subjective components

Figure 10.3: Objective-Subjective Level of Social Analysis

Source:Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibadan

At the micro, or individual level, there are subjee mental processes of an actor and the

objective patterns of action and interaction in ebhithe person engages him or herself.
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Subjective here implies what solely occurs in tealm of ideas; objective, relates to real,
material events.

The same differentiation is found at both the maard of the continuum. A society is therefore
made up of objective structures such as bureaws,agovernments, and laws; and subjective

phenomena such as norms and values.

Summary of Study Session 10
In Study Session 10, you have learnt that:

1. Metatheorizing has emerged as one of the currergld@ments in sociological theory.
While conventional sociologists and theorists take social world as their subject
matter; metatheorists are involved in the systagttidy of the underlying structure of
sociological theory

2. Metatheorizing in Sociology therefore refers to te#ective study of the discipline of
Sociology by sociologists

3. Ritzer (2008) identified three varieties of metathizing. His definition of these varieties
hinges on the nature of the differences inhereptirh of the variety

4. Two continua of social reality had been identifeiconstituting useful and major levels

of the social world

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessidh

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentigussit the end of this Module.

SAQ 10.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 10.1)

Metatheorizing in Sociology therefore refers to?
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SAQ 10.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 10.2)
Metatheorizing as a means of attaining a deepesmstahding of sociological theory (Y
explain further according to the study

SAQ 10.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 10.3)
Explain “Objective-Subjective Level of Social Analy”

85



Study Session 11 Feminist Theory

Introduction

In broad terms, feminist theory differs from mostislogical theories in that it possessed an
interdisciplinary character involving works of amarnational community of scholars and other
activists. It is an unequivocal fact that femirtlstories have severally produced a revolutionary

switch in our understanding of the world that poesly holds men as ‘masters’.

The theory has helped to deconstruct establishsttrsg of knowledge by demonstrating the
masculinist biases and gender politics that haaméd established knowledge systems in our
world. In this study, you will define feminist thgo and also providing a brief history of

feminism in the discipline of Sociology.

This Study Session will focus on Sociological Me&irizing. You will learn the Concept of
Feminist Theory, the Historical Antecedents of F&em, and the Toward a Feminist

Sociological Theory.

Learning Outcomes for Study Sessiomni

When you have study this session, you should betabl

11.1 Explain the Concept of Feminist Theory (SAQLL1

11.2 Discuss the Historical Antecedents of Femin(iS#Q 11.2)
11.3 Describe the Toward a Feminist Sociologicaadrly (SAQ 11.3)
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11.1 Concept of Feminist Theory

Feminist theory can be defined as a generalizedenanging system of ideas about social life
and human experience developed from a woman-ceptved of view. The feminist theory is
considered women-centred because of two obviowsnsa the start-point of all investigations

under this theory begins with exploring the comuais and experiences of women in society.

The other reason why the feminist theory is considevomen-centred is because the theory

seeks to describe the social world from the distreqooint of view of women.

PARTICIPATORY EMPOWERING RESPECTFUL OF
INYoives women Involves women as informed DIVERSITY
and niZes waormen participants in their cwn Recognizes the impact of
have authority on their health care with the right to differences and of social
owm lives control their own bodies and economic location
FOCLSED ON \ ' /
SOCIAL JUSTICE SAFE :
Solicits participation of Women- E;T:g'g;ﬁcﬁmkﬂ;ﬂlm
women in planning, ually, cultu
waluatm policy and -:entred - and physically safe
environments

Ad'-rucates for women's

DR 2N

INDIVIDUALIZED COMPREHEMSIVE HOLISTIC

Congiders health concams  Involves care, health Avoids unnecessary
unique to each woman promation, education, medicalization and wses
and her personal presvention, treatmsent and a biopsychosocial model

experience in all her rales  rehabilitation
Figure 11.1:Women-Centered Flow
Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan

B What is the other reason why the feminist theoigoissidered women-centred?

0 The theory seeks to describe the social world frlmendistinctive point of view of women
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11.2 Historical Antecedents of Feminism

Ritzer (2008) had shown that in one sense or therpthere has always been a feminist
perspective. Especially where are subordinated tlay have been subordinated almost always
and everywhere, they seem to have recognized tiisrdination and have protested in some
form. From the Western point of view, the formatidg of feminism is said to begin with

published works of women protests.

Figure 11.2: Women Protests
Source: www.upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b5/datl_Women's_Day.jpg

It is worthy to note that the record of feminisrmist one of steady, uninterrupted development.
However, the high points of feminist activity anditwmg occurred during the liberationist

periods of modern Western history that is arourdlfi80s and 1790s.

The history of feminist mobilization is divided athe periods, known also asves:
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Table 11.1:The Waves History of Feminist Mobilization

1 First Wave Feminism In the United States of America especially, thigique of
feminist mobilization was focused on women’s stiaegfpr
political rights, particularly the right to vote.hiB period is
marked by two important dates — 1848, when thet firs
women’s rights convention was held in New York; d@20,

when the 18 Amendment gave women the right to vote.

2 Second Wave Feminism | This period is said to occur between 1960-199& & period
where women worked to translate their basic palitibghts
into economic and social equality and to re-conscapte
relations between men and women with the concept|an

notion of ‘gender’.

3 Third Wave Feminism This period of women mobilization described femingeas
of the generation of women who will live their adlife in the

twenty-first century.

B “Record of feminism is one of steady, uninterrupdestelopment”. True or False?

[0 “FALSE” Record of feminism is not one of steady, uninteted development

11.3 Toward a Feminist Sociological Theory

In recent times, feminist Sociology has begun &atg a general sociological theory focused on
the problems of structure and agency, the micro awatro linkage, the nature of power,
inequality, and social change. These analyses staa@l social life as an ongoing process of
enactments of oppression and responses to oppressio

Feminists are also developing a vocabulary thawellfeminist theorists to consider how the
everyday lives of women are patterned by structuradjuality. This emergent feminist theory
views human agents as living and acting within anglex field of power that they are
determined by and that in their agency they bopinaguced and contest.
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B Feminists are developing a vocabulary that allasvsifist theorists to ?

L] Consider how the everyday lives of women are pagtkby structural inequality.

Summary of Study Session 11
In Study Session 11, you have learnt that:

1. In broad terms, feminist theory differs from mostislogical theories in that it possessed
an interdisciplinary character involving works af eaternational community of scholars
and other activists

2. Feminist theory can be defined as a generalizedewnanging system of ideas about
social life and human experience developed fronoman-centred point of view

3. Ritzer (2008) had shown that in one sense or therpthere has always been a feminist
perspective

4. In recent times, feminist Sociology has begun teats a general sociological theory
focused on the problems of structure and ageneymilcro and macro linkage, the nature

of power, inequality, and social change

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessidn

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the neStipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentigussit the end of this Module.

SAQ 11.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 11.1)
Define Feminist Theory

SAQ 11.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 11.2)

Explain “Second Wave Feminism”

SAQ 11.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 11.2)

Emergent feminist theory views human agents’ as ?
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Study Session 12 Feminism’s Basic Theoretical Quess

Introduction
The impulse for contemporary feminist theory isidedd to begin with a seemingly deceptive

guestion: ‘and what about the women?’

This Study Session will focus on Feminism’s Bashedretical Questions. You will learn the
Concept of Feminism’s Basic Theoretical Questiomsd the Three (3) Feminism’s Basic

Theoretical Questions.

Learning Outcomes for Study Sessiomn2

When you have study this session, you should ketabl

12.1 Explain the Concept of Feminism’s Basic ThecaéQuestions (SAQ 12.1)
12.2 Discuss the Three (3) Feminism’s Basic ThemakeQuestions (SAQ 12.2)

12.1 Concept of Feminism’s Basic Theoretical Questis

It is interesting to note here that feminist thesrpot just about women, nor its major project the
creation of a middle-range theory of gender retaiolnstead, Karl Marx’s epistemological
position clearly showed that the knowledge peopleehof society, what they assume to be an
absolute and universal statement about realitgctflthe experience of those who economically

and politically rule the world.
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Figure 12.1Karl Marx’s

Source:www.biography.com/imported/images/Biography/ImaBesfiles/M/Karl-Marx-
9401219-1-402.jpg

Feminism’s basic theoretical questions have indpesHuced a revolutionary turn in our
understanding of the world. Meaning that what weehaften taken as universal and absolute
knowledge of the world is in fact, knowledge dedveom the experiences of a powerful section

of society, which portrays men as ‘masters’.

Likewise, this knowledge is re-interpreted and oestrued when viewed from the vantage point
of a hitherto invisible, unacknowledged ‘underdogiomen, who in ‘subordinated but

indispensable ‘serving’ roles have worked to susgaid re-create our world. This discovery no
doubt largely raises questions about everythinghwaght we have known about society, and its
implications constitute the relevance of contempofaminist theory’s essence for sociological

theory.

B Feminist theory it is about women, and its majarjget the creation of a middle-range

theory of gender relations. True or False?

[0 Feminist theory is not just about women, nor itgang@roject the creation of a middle-

range theory of gender relations
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12.2 The Three (3) Feminism’s Basic Theoretical Qg&ons

The three (3) Basic Feminism Theoretical Questaresas follow;

12.2.1 First Basic Question for Feminists

The first basic question for feminists as statedie¥as ‘...and what about the women’ (Ritzer,
2008). What is means is that where are the women in amngsituation being investigated?
How are they experiencing or have experienced itbat®on? What contribution has they made
to the situation? What value does this contributieean to these women? In the past years, there
have been generalized answers to this first baswmrétical question of feminism.

Answers hinge on the fact that women are indeeslepitein most social situations; nonetheless,
where they are not present, it is not because ldekyability or interest but because there have
been deliberate efforts to exclude them. The feshitheory holds that although women are
actively present in most social situations, theligsb- both men and women- have been blind to

their presence.
Moreover, women’s role in most social situatiomgugh essential, has been different from, less
privileged than, and subordinate to the roles oh.mEhis invisibility is in fact, one of the
indicators of this inequality.
B The feminist theory holds that although women actvely present in most social
situations, the publics ?
[0 Both men and women- have been blind to their piasen

12.2.2 Second Basic Question for Feminists

The second basic theoretical question of feminsiWhy is all this as it is?” In answering this
guestion, feminist theory has produced the conaegénder.
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Box 12.1. Distinctions Between Biologically and Stadly

Feminist theorists have made it possible for petpkee the distinctions between
(1) Biologically determined attributes associated vathle and female; and
(i) Socially learned behaviours associated with masityland femininity.

They have distinguished these socially learned \oehes of masculinity and femininity b

<

calling these behaviours gender-based behaviour.

Although there are varieties of debates as regatus gender really mean; on the whole, a
starting point of agreement among all these dehates understanding of gender as a social
construction, something not emanating from naturtecbeated by people as part of the processes

of group life.

B Biologically determines ?

O Attributes associated with male and female
12.2.3 Third Basic Question for Feminists

The third feminist basic theoretical question isoitdcan we change and improve the social
world so as to make it a more just place for albpte?” Feminism indeed shares the
commitment of critical social theory that seeks &mrcial transformation in society for the
interest of justice. The commitment here lies om Heminist believe their work will help to

improve the daily lives of the people they study.

On the whole, there is a fourth feminist questidnol feminist theorists have recently raised:
“And what about the differences among women?” Tineers to this question have led to the
general conclusion that the invisibility, inequglénd role differences in relation to men which
generally characterized women'’s lives are profoyadffiected by a woman’s social location —

that is, by her class, race, age, affectional peefee, marital status, religion, ethnicity, and

global location.
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B The third feminist basic theoretical question is?

O “How can we change and improve the social worldsto make it a more just place for

all people?”

Summary of Study Session 12
In Study Session 12, you have learnt that:

1. In broad terms, feminist theory differs from mogstislogical theories in that it possessed
an interdisciplinary character involving works af eaternational community of scholars
and other activists

2. Feminist theory can be defined as a generalizedewnanging system of ideas about
social life and human experience developed fronoman-centred point of view

3. Ritzer (2008) had shown that in one sense or therpthere has always been a feminist
perspective

4. In recent times, feminist Sociology has begun teat a general sociological theory
focused on the problems of structure and ageneymilsro and macro linkage, the nature

of power, inequality, and social change

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessidh

Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentigussit the end of this Module.
SAQ 12.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 12.1)

Feminism’s basic theoretical questions have indpesHuced a revolutionary turn in our

understanding of the world. Meaning that what ?
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SAQ 12.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 12.2)
Feminism indeed shares the commitment of critioalad theory that seeks for social

transformation in society for the interest of justiThe commitment is?
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Study Session 13 Feminists and Mainstream Sociokpg

Introduction

It is worthy note that the contributions, roles axgberiences of women were not a major part of
sociological theory and social research for thetrpast of the history of Sociology. This means

that traditional sociological theories includedlditthat was relevant to the issue of gender

inequality.

This Study Session will focus on Feminists and Maeam Sociology. You will learn about the
women sociologists who had made significant contiims to Sociology and how they were

marginalized by the men who dominated the disoiplin

Learning Outcomes for Study Session3

When you have study this session, you should betabl

13.1 Explain the Harriet Martineau (1802-1876) Cittions (SAQ 13.1)
13.2 Explain the Jessie Shirley Bernard (1903-1@98)tributions (SAQ 13.2)
13.3 Explain the Patricia Hill Collins Contributi®fSAQ 13.3)

13.1 Harriet Martineau (1802-1876) Contributions

Harriet Martineau was an English social theorifieroregarded as the first female sociologist.
She wrote about 35 books and a multitude of esfays a feminine perspective. She also
translated various works of Auguste Comte. She tieddview that ‘when one studies a society,
one must focus on all its aspects, including kditipal, religious, and social institutions".

She believed a thorough sociological analysis wasessary to understand woman's status.
While she was commonly described as having a miascumtellect, Martineau introduced
feminist sociological perspectives in her writingq @therwise overlooked issues such as

marriage, children, domestic and religious lifed aace relations.
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'
Figure 13.1Harriet Martineau (1802-1876)
Source: www.i.telegraph.co.uk/multimedia/archive/01845/kaiddleton_1845748c.jpg

B Harriet Martineau was theorist, ofteyarded as the?

] English social theorist and the first female scmist

13.2 Jessie Shirley Bernard (1903-1996) Contributis
Jessie Bernard was a sociologist and a distingdidbminist scholar. She was a persistent
forerunner of feminist thought in American Sociojognd her life's work is characterized as

extraordinarily productive spanning several intellal and political eras.
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Figure 13.2Jessie Shirley Bernard (1903-1996)

Source: www.ecx.images-amazon.com/images/1/516i7nAGYYL. BA1.ipg

Bernard studied and wrote about women's lives stheelate 1930s and her contributions to
Sociology and feminist theory regarding women, sesjriage, and the interaction with the
family and community are well acknowledged. Je®&#enard viewed works as a movement
towards contemporary feminism or what she alsamedeto aghe feminist enlightenment.
Since the mid-1940s, Jessie's focus was to incre@agerstanding of the effects of sexism on
women's experience of marriage, parenting, edutatinal economic life. This ultimately formed
the largest part of her contributions to Sociolagg feminist theory.

B Bernard viewed works as a movement towards conteamp&eminism; what does she

referred it as?

L] The feminist enlightenment
13.3 Patricia Hill Collins Contributions
Patricia Collins is currently a Distinguished Urmisi¢y Professor of Sociology at the University

of Maryland.
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Figure 13.3Patricia Hill Collins

Source: www.gse.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/patricid _¢illins.jpg

She work is primarily concerned with issues invotyfeminism and gender within the Africa

n-

American community. In her worlBlack Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness and

the Politics of Empowermémublished in 1990, she analyzed a wide rangessidies including

fiction, poetry, music and oral history. Collin'®ik concluded with three central claims; that

Box 13.1. Collin's Work Concluded with Three Centrd Claims

« Oppressions of race, class, gender, sexuality aatlom are intersecting, mutual

constructing systems of power. Collins utilizes tieem ‘intersectionality’, to refer t
multiple forms of oppression.

- Because Black women have unique histories at ttegsiections of systems of power, th
have created world views out of a need for seliriigdn and to work on behalf of soci
justice.

« Black women's specific experiences with intersectsystems of oppression provide)

y

O

ey

window into these same processes for other indalgland social groups.
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Summary of Study Session 13
In Study Session 13, you have learnt that:

1. In broad terms, feminist theory differs from mostislogical theories in that it possessed
an interdisciplinary character involving works af eternational community of scholars
and other activists

2. Feminist theory can be defined as a generalizedewnanging system of ideas about
social life and human experience developed fronoa&n-centred point of view

3. Ritzer (2008) had shown that in one sense or therpthere has always been a feminist
perspective

4. In recent times, feminist Sociology has begun teat a general sociological theory
focused on the problems of structure and ageneymilcro and macro linkage, the nature

of power, inequality, and social change

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessidh

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the neStipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentigussit the end of this Module.

SAQ 13.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 13.1)
Martineau introduced feminist sociological perspas in her writing ? Fill the gap.

SAQ 13.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 13.2)
Since mid-1940s, Jessie's focus was to increaserstadding of the effects of sexism. How?

SAQ 13.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 13.3)

In Patricia Collins workBlack Feminist Thought:Knowledge, Consciousness and the Politics

of Empowermehpublished in 1990, she analyzed a wide rangssfes including ?
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Study Session 14 Varieties of Feminist Theory

Introduction

Feminists believe that women are oppressed simpetal their sexuality and due the dominant
ideology of patriarchy. Arguments of feminists diweh the fact that ridding society of
patriarchy will result in liberation for women, maninorities, and gays.

This Study Session will focus on Varieties of FestinTheory. You will learn the Feminism
Ideology, Radical Feminism, Liberal Feminism, SbstaFeminism, Cultural Feminism, and

Ecofeminism.
Learning Outcomes for Study Session4

When you have study this session, you should ketabl
14.1 Explain the Feminism Ideology (SAQ 14.1)

14.2 Discuss the Radical Feminism Theory (SAQ 14.2)
14.3 Describe the Liberal Feminism Theory (SAQ 14.3
14.4 Discuss the Socialist Feminism Theory (14.4)
14.5 Explain the Cultural Feminism Theory (SAQ 14.5
14.6 Understand the Ecofeminism Theory (SAQ 14.6)

14.1 Feminism Ideology

As stated earlier, feminism is the organized movenwehich promotes equality for men and
women in political, economic and social spheresniRists believe that women are oppressed
simple due to their sexuality and due to the domtirideology of patriarchy. Arguments of
feminists dwell on the fact that ridding societypaftriarchy will result in liberation for women,

men, minorities, and gays.
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Figure 14.1Equality for Men and Women in Political, Econoraied Social Spheres

Source: www.upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e8/Atioman.jpg

Patriarchy is the system which oppresses womerughrats social, economic and political
institutions. Throughout history men have had gregtower in both the public and private
spheres. To maintain this power, men often createndbaries and obstacles for women, thus
making it hard for women to access and hold powéere is an unequal access to power.
Patriarchy also includes the oppression of miresiind homosexuals.

Feminism ideology has taken many different forrrs.recent times, there are as many
definitions of feminism as there are feminists. ledefinition of feminism depends on a number
of factors including one's beliefs, history andtgrd. The following are some of the varieties of
feminist theory.

B What is the effect of Patriarchy System to Women?

O Patriarchy is the system which oppresses womenugrats social, economic and

political institutions.

14.2 Radical Feminism

Radical feminism promotes the basis for many ofitleas of feminism. Feminists here usually
disagree with the ideals of the liberal feminidiscause radical feminists believe that society

must be changed at its core in order to dissoltggpehy, not just through acts of legislation.
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Unfortunately, this type of feminism also attraetdot of negative media attention creating

criticism of feminism.

Radical feminists believe that the domination ofnvem is the oldest and worst kind of

oppression in the world. They believe this becatispans across the world oppressing women

of different races, ethnicities, classes and cefuRadical feminists want to free both men and

women from the rigid gender roles that societyihgsosed upon them.

O

Figure 14.2: Oppressed Women (Raped Victims)

Source: www.upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/db/DR@ped_women.jpg

Radical feminist believe that it is the sex-gersigtem that has created oppression; thus, radical
feminist's mission is to overthrow this system hyy gossible means. Sometimes radical
feminists believe that they must rage a war aganest-patriarchy, and the gender system which
confines them to rigid social roles. They completaject these roles, all aspects of patriarchy,
and in some cases, they reject men as well.

Radical feminists emphasize their difference froenmrhey usually form groups that exclude
males completely. This type of feminist highlightse importance of individual feelings,
experiences and relationships. Radical feministe laivided into two groups with very different

views. These includedical-libertarian feminisnmandradical-cultural feminism
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e helieve

that femininity and
reproduction limit women's capacity
to contribute to society. Thus, women
need to be androgynous (genderless).
Radical-Libertarian feminists would
like to violate sexual norms and
believe that women should control
every aspect of their sexuality. They
also advocate for artificial means of
reproduction so that less time is
devoted to preghancy and more time
is devoted to worthwhile activities.
They are strong supporters of
abortion, contraceptives and other
forms of birth control

e views are dramatically different from

that of Radical-Libertarian feminists.
The Radical-Cultural feminists believe
that women should encompass their
femininity because it is better than
masculinity. Radical-cultural feminists
see a link between sex, female
subordination, porn, rape and abuse.
These vices they advocated must be
eliminated. Yet another opposing
view is that reproduction is the
source of power for women. They
believe that men are jealous of
women, and that they try to control
reproduction through means of
technology

Figure 14.2:Radical-Libertarian Feminism and Radical-Cultdfaminism

Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibadan

14.3 Liberal Feminism

Liberal feminism was most popular in the 1950's 4860's during the period of civil rights
movements. The main view of liberal feminists iatthll people are created equal by God and
deserve equal rights. These feminists believedpptession exists because of the way in which

men and women are socialized, which supports peltiygand keeps men in power positions.
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Figure 14.3: Liberalism(Natural Rights Liberal Thinkers use to Justify &ation)
Source:
www.upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/eb/\Wanis_March_on_Versailles01.jpg

Liberal feminists believe that women have the samemtal capacity as their male counterparts
and should be given the same opportunities inipaljteconomic and social spheres. Women
should have the right to choose, not have the& thosen for them because of their sex.
Essentially, women must be like men.
Liberal feminists create and support acts of lagen that remove the barriers for women.
These acts of legislation demand equal opportunigied rights for women, including equal
access to jobs and equal pay. Liberal feministeebelthat removing these barriers directly
challenges the ideologies of patriarchy, as welitesates women.
Liberal feminists are responsible for many impartaicts of legislation that have greatly
increased the status of women, including reforms welfare, education and health.
Unfortunately, liberal feminism has been known tdyoconcentrate on the legislation aspect in
the fight against patriarchy. It has been critidifer not breaking down the deeper ideologies of
society and patriarchy. Also, it has been critidizer ignoring race and class issues.

B Liberal feminists believe that women have the sanemtal capacity as their male

counterparts and should be ?
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[0  Given the same opportunities in political, econoamd social spheres

14.4 Socialist Feminism

Socialist feminists believe that there is a diledt between class structure and the oppression
of women. They believe that society rewards workmgn because they produce tangible,

tradable goods. On the other hand, women's wotkendomestic sphere is not valued by the
capitalist society because women do not producangilile, tradable good. This gives men

power and control over women.

Figure 14.4: Social Women
Source:www.regalrealness.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09utof-african-american-

women.jpg
Socialist feminists reject the idea that biologggetermines ones gender. Social roles are not

inherent and women's status must change in bothptiic and private spheres. Socialist
feminists also challenge ideologies of capitaligmd patriarchy. Much like the views of radical
feminists, socialist feminists believe that althbugomen are divided by class, race, ethnicity
and religion, they all experience the same opposessimply for being a woman.

Socialist feminist believe that the way to end thppression is to put an end to class and gender.
Women must work side by side men in the politicphexe. In order to get anything
accomplished, women must work with men, as oppadsauktracizing them. There must be a
coalition between the two and they must see edudr a@is equals in all spheres of life. In contrast
to ideals of liberal feminism, which tend to foaus the individual woman, the socialist feminist

theory focuses on the broader context of socialimls in the community and includes aspects
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of race, ethnicity and other differences.
B “Socialist feminists believe that there is a dirkigk between class structure and the

oppression of women” True or False?

0O TRUE

14.5 Cultural Feminism

Cultural feminists believe that there are fundarakriiological differences between men and
women, and that women should celebrate these eliftes. Women are inherently more kind
and gentle. Cultural feminists believe that becafdbese differences, if women ruled the world
there would be no more war and it would be a betlece. Essentially, a woman's way is the
right and better way for everyone.

Theorists attempt to categorize that Western sporatues male thought and the ideas of
independence, hierarchy, competition and dominatihile the female values ideas such as
interdependence, cooperation, relationships, contgwharing, joy, trust and peace.
Unfortunately, says the cultural feminist, theseaisl are not valued in contemporary western
societies. Cultural feminists are usually non-padit instead focusing on individual change and
influencing or transforming society through thislividual change. They usually advocate for a
separate female counter-culture as a way to chaogety but not completely disconnect from
the men.

B Cultural feminists are usually non-political, instkits ?

0  Focusing on individual change and influencing ensforming society through this
individual change

14.6 Ecofeminism

Eco-feminists believe that patriarchy and male d@tion is harmful to women, as well as the
physical environment and ecosystem. They arguethieaé is a link between a male's desire to
dominate unruly women and the environment. Eco4fists show that men believe that they
must tame and conquer both in order to have compleer.

Hence, ecofeminists argue that it is this desirat tthestroys both women and the Earth.
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Ecofeminists believe that women have a central iolgreserving nature because woman
understand and are one with nature. There is a deepection that men cannot understand
between the Earth and women, hence the terms Mdthtire or Mother Earth. Ecofeminist

believe women need to use their superior insighétveal how humans can live in harmony with
each other and with nature.

B Ecofeminist believe women need to use their supeinsight to reveal how
?

0 Humans can live in harmony with each other and wéture

Summary of Study Session 14
In Study Session 14, you have learnt that:
1. Feminists believe that women are oppressed simydeta their sexuality and due the
dominant ideology of patriarchy
2. Patriarchy is the system which oppresses womenudgiwrats social, economic and
political institutions
3. Radical feminists believe that the domination ofvem is the oldest and worst kind of
oppression in the world
4. Liberal feminism was most popular in the 1950's 4860's during the period of civil
rights movements.
5. Socialist feminists believe that there is a dirlkick between class structure and the
oppression of women
6. Cultural feminists believe that there are fundarakmitiological differences between men
and women, and that women should celebrate théfseatices
7. Eco-feminists believe that patriarchy and male dation is harmful to women, as well

as the physical environment and ecosystem
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Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessigh

Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentigussit the end of this Module.

SAQ 14.1 (Tests Learning Outcomes 14.1)
1. Define feminists?

2. What is patriarchy?

SAQ 14.2 (Tests Learning Outcomes 14.2)
1. Explian radical feminists
2. Radical feminists have divided into two groupghwvery different views, what are the

groups?

SAQ 14.3 (Tests Learning Outcomes 14.3)
1. believe that women have the same meapacity as their male counterparts and
should be given the same opportunities in politieabnomic and social spheres.

2. Briefly explain the main view of liberal femimss

SAQ 14.4 (Tests Learning Outcomes 14.4)
1. Discuss socialist feminists

2. Socialist feminist believe that the way to end thjspression is to put an end to

and

SAQ 14.5 (Tests Learning Outcomes 14.5)

1. In cultural feminist, _ attempt to categorizat Western society values male thought
and the ideas of independence, hierarchy, compet#nd domination. While the female values
ideas such as interdependence, cooperation, mdaijms, community, sharing, joy, trust and

peace.
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2. Cultural feminists believe that there are and between men and women, and that

women should celebrate these differences.

SAQ 14.6 (Tests Learning Outcomes 14.6)
According to the study, kindly define Eco-feminiats
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Study Session 15 Postmodern Social Theory

Introduction

In recent years, most scholars believed that so@ehow postmodern. The fundamental nexus
of their thinking lies on the fact that not onlyatithese latest developments in art, architecture,
Sociology and literature for instance, come atterrnodern, but that there are problems with the

modern that the postmodernists are pointing outesnai®avouring to tackle.

All the classical and modern sociological theodexussed in the preceding lectures are indeed
very important and will continue to be importantdaelevant. Nevertheless, postmodern social

theory is having an increasingly significant impaotsociological theory.

This Study Session examines developments on postmodocial theory, its theoretical
perspectives and theorists, its theoretical pets@scand theorists. You will learn the concept
of Metanarratives and why is the concept of Herm#oecircle relevant in postmodern social

theory?

Learning Outcomes for Study Sessions

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

1.1 Explain the Concept of Metanarratives (SAQ 15.1

1.2 Discuss the Concept of Hermeneutic Circle Rale{SAQ15.2)

15.1 Concept of Metanarratives

Whilst many sociologists, and some sociologicalotles continue to undermine postmodern
social theory; however, the fact remains that postemn social theory can no longer be ignored.
It would be vital for us to show the differenceweé&n sociological theories and social theories.
Pointedly, sociological theories tend to refleeelopments that have occurred largely within

the discipline of Sociology and that are of inténeminly by sociologists. On the other hand,
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social theories tend to be multidisciplinary. Thiéfedence between sociological and social

theory is not really clear-cut.

Figure 15.1: Concept of Metanarratives

Source:
www.metanarrative.files.wordpress.com/2009/01/pam@gs%3Fw%3D392%26h%3D318

Box 15.1.The Difference Between Sociological Theories and 8al Theories

Sociological theories tend to reflect developmetitat have occurred largely within the
discipline of Sociology and that are of interestimhaby sociologists. On the other hand, social

theories tend to be multidisciplinary

B Look again at the concept of metanarratives, difigate between sociological theories

and social theories

[0 Sociological theories tend to reflect developmehtg have occurred largely within the
discipline of Sociology and that are of interesimhaby sociologists. On the other hand,

social theories tend to be multidisciplinary
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15.2 The Concept of Hermeneutic Circle Relevant iRostmodern Social

Theory
It is important to note that there is great divgraimong postmodern thinkers; hence, it is pretty
difficult to offer generalizations on which the raafy of them would agree. Smart (1993) had

differentiated three postmodernist thinking or Hoss.

15.2.1 The Postmodern Thinking

According to him, the first, extreme position holttat there has been a radical rupture in
society; thus, modern society has been replaced pgstmodern society. Proponents of this
point of view include scholars like Jean BaudrdlgArmitage, 2005); Genosko, etc.

The second position of postmodern thinking is thdhough a change has taken place,
postmodernism has grown out and is continuing withdernism. Adherents of this position
include Marxian thinkers like Fredric Jameson, Btad_aclau and other postmodern feminists
such as Nancy Fraser.

Finally, there is the position adopted by Smartd@th who, rather than viewing modernism and
postmodernism as epochs, this position advocatass dbth modernism and postmodernism
should be viewed as being engaged in a long-runaimdy on-going set of relationships, with
postmodernism continually pointing out the limitatiof postmodernism.

Though useful, Smart’'s typology had been sevemailycized by most postmodernists as they
argued that this typology has simplified and gsedilersified their ideas and distorting their

ideas in the process.
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Figurel5.2: Postmodern Thinking
Source:www.drist.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/the-thinkextise-flickr-satyakam-khadikar-

480.jpg

B According to the study, the second position of pm&tern thinking states that........

O Although a change has taken place, postmodernisngioavn out and is continuing with

modernism

15.2.2 Some Influential Postmodern Thinkers

Some Influential Postmodern Thinkers are as follow;

Martin Heidegger (1889-1976)

Martin Heidegger is well known for rejecting theilpkophical basis of the concepts of
subjectivityand objectivity. He asserted that similar grounding oppositionsogid ultimately
refer to one another. In place of these conceptairrunderstanding of social reality; Heidegger
advocated an active process of elucidation of wiiehcalled theHermeneutic Circle This
process according to him stressed the historiamy eultural construction of concepts while

simultaneously promoting the necessity of a tempord an essential understanding of them.
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Figure 15.3: Martin Heidegger
Source: www.pictures2.todocoleccion.net/tc/2009/10/05/15At6ipg

In this vein, he asserted that it was the taskoatemporary sociological theorists to recover the
original question ofBeing-in-the-World He further showed that this can be done be wengs

what constitutes the grounding conditions in owsgland in the World. Heidegger shares an
affinity with the late Romantic philosopher, Friggir Nietzsche, a prominent proponent of Post-

structuralism and Postmodernist thought.

Heidegger’s influence on postmodernist thinkers Itbmmostly in his critique of the subject-
object or sense-knowledge division implicit in Ratlism, Empiricism and Methodological
Naturalism. Another influence is his repudiationtloé idea that facts exist outside or separately

from the process of thinking and speaking thestsfac
B Heidegger’s influence on postmodernist thinkersyho

[0 He dwells mostly in his critique of the subject®di or sense-knowledge division

implicit in Rationalism, Empiricism and Methodolagl Naturalism

Jacques Derrida (1930-2004)
Derrida re-examined the fundamentals of writing @adtonsequences on philosophy in general
and sociological theory in particular. He soughtitmlermine the language of the ‘presence’ as a
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point of departure from Heidegger's notionDEconstructionDerrida utilized, like Heidegger,
references that articulated the notion of implartularity between premises and conclusions,

origins and manifestations.

Figure 15.4: Jacques Derrida

Source: www.humanities.uci.edu/remembering_jd/derrida.jpg

Michel Foucault (1926-1984)

Foucault introduced concepts to sociological theamgncepts such as ‘discursive regime’.
Likewise, he also re-invoked concepts of older ggophers and other social theorists. Such
concepts include concepts like ‘episteme’ and ‘géoy’. He used these concepts to explain the
relationship that involves phenomena like meanpwyer, and social behaviour within social

orders.
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Figure 15.5: Michel Foucault

Sourcewww.critical-theory.com/wp-content/uploads/20134@8ing-foucault.jpg

In direct opposition to what have been typified Medernist perspectives on epistemology,
Foucault argued that rational judgment, social fwacand what he called 'bio-power' are not
only inseparable but co-determinant.

While Foucault himself was deeply involved in a rén of progressive political causes and
maintained close personal ties with members offénd eft, he was also controversial with
Leftist thinkers of his day, including those asst®il with various strains of Marxism for his
rejection of what he deemed to be Enlightenmentcepts of freedom, liberation, self-
determination and human nature.

Instead, Foucault focused on the ways in which swetstructs had fostered cultural hegemony,
violence and exclusion. Foucault was known fordaatroversial beliefs, such as ‘language is
oppression’, meaning that language functions irhsaavay as to render nonsensical, false or
silent tendencies that might otherwise threatemnolermine the distributions of power backing a
society's conventions - even when such distribstigrurport to celebrate liberation and
expression or value minority groups and perspestits writings have had a major influence

on the larger body of postmodern academic liteeatur

B While Foucault was deeply involved in a number migpessive political causes and
maintained close personal ties with members ofdhéeft, he was also controversial
with?
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O Leftist thinkers of his day, including those asst®d with various strains of Marxism for
his rejection of what he deemed to be Enlightenrmentepts of freedom, liberation,

self-determination and human nature

Jean-Francois Lyotard (1924-1998)

Lyotard identified a crisis in the ‘discourses bétHuman Sciences’ which is traceable to the
advent of the ‘computerized’ or ‘telematic’ era. Bwademia, this crisis affects both the
motivations and justification procedures for maknegearch claims. He claim that values that
have validated the basic efforts of academic rebesince the late 18th century might no longer
be valid, especially in Social Science & Humanitesearch.

As formal conjecture about real-world issues benmeextricably linked to automated
calculation, information storage and retrieval, rsu&nowledge becomes increasingly
‘exteriorised from its knowers in the form of information. Kndedge is then materialized and
made into a commodity exchanged between producef@ansumers; it ceases to be either an
idealistic end-in-itself or a tool capable of biimgyabout liberty or social benefit; it is strippefl

its humanistic and spiritual associations, its @mion with education, teaching and human
development, being simply rendered datd - omnipresent, material, unending and without any

contexts or pre-requisites.

Figure 15.6: Jean-Francois Lyotard

Sourcewww.stumblingthroughtheology.files.wordpress.coni2@3/lyotard.jpg
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Furthermore, the 'diversity’ of claims made by @asi disciplines assume the status of lacking
any unifying principle or intuition; as objects study become more and more specialized due to
the emphasis on specificity, precision and unifeynaf reference that competitive, database-
oriented research implies. The value-premises ungl academic research have been
maintained by what Lyotard considers to be quadhoiggical beliefs about human purpose,
human reason and human progress.
He considered this too large a background for wtdeding human relations, he called these
large-backgrounds Metanarratives. Lyotard showed that these Metanarratives stithaia in
Western society but are now being undermined byidrajmformatization and the
commercialization of the University and its funciso
Theshift of authorityfrom the presence and intuition of knowers - fribv@ good-faith of Reason
to seek diverse knowledge integrated for human fiteoe truth fidelity - to the automated
database and the market had, in Lyotard's view, pgbeer to unravel the very idea of
justification’ or ‘legitimation’ and, with it, theationale for research altogether - especially in
disciplines pertaining to human life, society anelaming.
We are now controlled not by binding extra-lingigsistalue paradigms defining notions of
collective identity and ultimate purpose, but rathy our automatic responses to different
species of ‘language games’. In his vision of aisoh to this situation, Lyotard opposes the
assumptions of university, consensus, and generdét he identified within the thought of
Humanistic, Neo-Kantian philosophers like Jurgenbétemas and he then proposed a
continuation of experimentation and diversity to dmsessed pragmatically in the context of
language games rather than via appeal to a resenlreeries of transcendentals and metaphysical
unities.

B The value-premises upholding academic research l@se maintained by what Lyotard

considers to be?

[0 Quasi-mythological beliefs about human purpose,druneason and human progress

Richard Rorty (1931-2007)
Rorty argues that contemporary sociological thesorg analytic philosophy mistakenly imitates

scientific methods. In addition, he denounces tiaglitional epistemological perspectives of
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Representationalism and Correspondence theorydlyatipon the independence of knowers and

observers from phenomena and the passivity of algbllenomena in relation to consciousness.

Figure 15.7: Richard Rorty

Source: www.sites.uci.edu/ucisca/files/2010/08/Rorty-phipim.

As a proponent of anti-foundationalism and anteasialism within a Pragmatic framework, he
resonate postmodern strains of Conventionalism Rhidbsophical Relativism, but opposed

much of postmodern thinking with his commitmenBucial Liberalism.

Jean Baudrillard (1929-2007)

Baudrillard introduced the notion that reality betprinciple of the ‘Real’ is short-circuited by
the interchangeability of signs in an era where momicative and semantic acts are dominated
by electronic media and digital technologies. Bédlaid proposed that, in such a state, where
subjects are detached from the outcomes of evguttidal, literary, artistic, personal, or
otherwise), events no longer hold any particulaayswn the subject nor have any identifiable
context; they therefore have the effect of prodgowidespread indifference, detachment, and
passivity in industrialized populations.

Thus, he claimed that a constant stream of appessaand references without any direct
consequences to viewers or readers could eventestler the division between appearance and
object indiscernible, resulting, ironically, in tldisappearance’ of mankind in what is, in effect,

a virtual or holographic state, composed only gfesgpances.
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Figure 15.8: Jean Baudrillard

Source: www.artsandopinion.com/2003 v2 n5/volume imagesibbard-self.jpg

B Baudrillard proposed that, in such a state, whebgests are detached from the outcomes

of events, what happen to events?

O Events no longer hold any particular sway on thbjestt nor have any identifiable
context; they therefore have the effect of prodgaudespread indifference, detachment,

and passivity in industrialized populations

Fredric Jameson (born 1934)

Jameson set forth one of the first expansive thisatdreatments of postmodernism by showing
it as a historical period, intellectual trend aodial phenomenon. Extensive in his methodology,
Jameson has continued a sustained examinatior obli thaperiodizationcontinues to play as

a grounding assumption of critical methodologieklimanities disciplines.
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Figure 15.9: Fredric Jameson

Source:www.versobooks.com/system/images/1032/original/ficethmeson.jpg

He has contributed extensive effort to explicatimg importance of concepts Btopianismand
Utopia as driving forces in the cultural and irdetual movements of Modernity, and outlining
the political and existential uncertainties thatymesult from the decline or suspension of this

trend in the theorized state of Postmodernity.

Douglas Kellner (born 1943)

In the work Analysis of the JourngyKellner insisted that the ‘assumptions and pchees of
modern theory’ must be forgotten. He believed thbat sits at the base of the definition of
postmodernism are terms like advancement, innavagmd adaptation. Extensively, Kellner
analyzed the terms of this theory in real life engreces and examples.

Kellner used science and technology studies asjarrmart of his analysis; he urged that the
theory is incomplete without it. The believed thiatis inappropriate to only focus on just
postmodernism alone; instead, postmodernism musttié&greted through cultural studies where

science and technology studies play a huge role.
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Figure 15.10: Douglas Kellne

Source:www.pages.gseis.ucla.edu/faculty/kellner/DK_phatosg2_cropped_sml.jpg

Kellner recognized that many theorists of postmoiden are trapped by their own cogitations.
He finds strength in theorists like Baudrillard aht idea of Marxism. However, Kellner
acknowledges Marxism's end and lack of importand&d theory.
In sum, criticisms of postmodernism are intelletyuaiverse; including the assertions that
postmodernism is meaningless and promatesurantism For example, Noam Chomsky has
argued that postmodernism is meaningless becaus#dg nothing to analytical or empirical
knowledge.
He asks why postmodernist intellectuals do notoeddike people in other fields when asked,
‘what are the principles of their theories, on whatdence are they based, what do they explain
that was not already obvious, and so on?’...If @msveannot be given to these questions, then
Chomsky cautioned that postmodernism should ngiven serious attention.

B Kellner recognized that many theorists of postmoiden are trapped by their own

cogitations. What does he find as his strength?

] He finds strength in theorists like Baudrillard drid idea of Marxism

Summary of Study Session 15
In Study Session 15, you have learnt that:
1. Inthe lecture, it was shown that society is nowtpmdern.
2. The lecture examined developments of postmodernalsdbeory, its theoretical
perspectives and theorists.
3. In recent years, most scholars believed that spietow postmodern.
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Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessidn

Now that you have completed this study session,capuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questiongeWbur answers in your Study Diary and
discuss them with your Tutor at the next Study Swplleeting. You can check your answers
with the Notes on the Self-Assessment Questiotiseagnd of this Module.

SAQ 15.1 (Tests Learning Outcome 15.1)
After you have studied this study session, expbaiefly the concept of metanarratives

SAQ 15.2 (Tests Learning Outcome 15.2)
1. According to Smart (1993) in Postmodern thinkididferentiate three postmodernist thinking
or positions.

2. Mention any three Influential Postmodern thirsker
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Study Session 16: The Idea of Posthumanism

Introduction

At the base of much of Sociology, especially miSaeiology, lies the idea of humanism. With
recent developments in the discipline of Sociolatne idea of Posthumanism had emerged to
constitute a profound challenge to Sociology.

This Study Session will focus on the idea of Posthnism and how this can be harness to
benefit sociological theory. You will learn the eelnce of the idea of Posthumanism to

sociological theory.
Learning Outcomes for Study Session6

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

16.1 Explain Posthumanism (SAQ 16.1)

16.2 Discuss Social Stratification and PosthumarfSAQ 16.2)
16.3 Discuss Technology and Posthumanism (SAQ 16.3)

16.1 Posthumanism

In broad terms, Posthumanism has to do with theudét on how to deal with the limitations of

the human form. It is a vision of how to move beaydruman limitations by the radical use of
technological and other means. It is worthy to bt the present human form is believed to
have room for change and improvement. This appéesoth social systems and cultures, and
even organs of the human body.

For instance, there is no reason why our averégspian should be around fifty to seventy years
and not 300 or more years. The idea of Posthumaeisttenched the fact that there is no

compelling reason to accept things as they ares @dm be applied to hearing, physical strength,
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speed, intelligence, and many other aspects of huemétence. In essence, this very human

desire to improve is the main element of the ideRaasthumanism.
P s _

Figure 16.1: Posthumanism (Critical Analysis)
Source:www.media.bloomsbury.com/rep/bj/9781780936062.jpg

Box 16.1. The idea of Posthumanism entrenched thadt that there is no compelling reason

to accept things as they are

This can be applied to:
» Hearing,

» Physical strength,
* Speed,

» Intelligence and many other aspects of human exaste

B After you have studied Posthumanism, The idea afttRonanism entrenched the fact
that there is no compelling reason to accept thamyshey are. This can be applied to

, ) , , and

[0 The idea of Posthumanism can be applied to heaniysical strength, speed,

intelligence, and many other aspects of humanencst

16.2 Social Stratification and Posthumanism
The idea of Posthumanism recognizes the diversitiesrent in human societies. This includes
the diversity of goals and means of reaching thEnms form of diversity is largely responsible

for our complex social and economic systems. IrtiRmsanism this diversity is very important,
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hence the notionmoving in cladéesis another vital string in the understanding bé tidea of
Posthumanism.

A clade here represents a biological family of ggediaving a common ancestor. Birds, as a
group, are a good example. Birds all share a comanmin and all modern birds descended
from this single beginning. All their diversity spgs from evolutionary changes from this
common origin. Clades, in this way, mean the unitprigin and the diversity of descent. The
notion emphasizes that while we come from commagiree we will move on differing paths,
toward differing goals.

This notion ofmoving in cladeslso implies that this diversity does not rule oabperation
among the different life forms. Our current so@stare proof that many different individuals,
with differing languages, cultures, ideologiesigieins, temperaments, and backgrounds, can get
along and cooperate. This is the basis of tradethfer is Earth's total ecosystem. According to
current biological theories, all life originateafn one common ancestor. Even with the so called
‘struggle to survive’ there is still much coopeoati mostly in a non-conscious way, among the

various life forms.

Figure 16.2: Social Stratification
Source:
www.upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/83/Ai vs_modern_transportation.jpg

B Look again at the Social Stratification and Postanism, the idea of Posthumanism

recognizes the diversities inherent in human sesetvhich includes , and

0 The diversity of goals and means of reaching them.
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16.3 Technology and Posthumanism

Another vital element of Posthumanism is technogcaendence. This simply means using
technology to overcome human limitations, to tramskc To Posthumanism, the problem of
increasing intelligence in humans for example camalgkled from different angles. One is to use
chemicals to stimulate already existing processeélsa brain.

Some drugs have already shown a positive effechemory e.g., vasopressin. Thus, these and
other drugs can be experimented and improved upbuas, chemicals can be used to boost
memory, an important component of intelligence. #eo solution is to implant new brain
tissue. Innovations like these might make rewitimg brain a possibility.

Already, many experimental findings point out ttteg structure and plasticity of the brain might
be related to the functioning of the mind. Thedhmossibility is to wire the brain directly into
computers. This involves putting the mind into achiae, the machine being a computer

designed for this purpose.

Figure 16.3: Technology and Posthumanism
Source: www.drstevebest.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/fagéopFw%3D640

B To Posthumanism, the problem of increasing intelice in humans faegxample can be
tackled from different angles. Write one differanigle you know

[ Possibility of wire the brain directly into comptgeThis involves putting the mind into a
machine, the machine being a computer designetthi®opurpose.

129



Summary of Study Session 16
In Study Session 16, you have learnt that:
1. The concept of Posthumanism was discussed asitanlatthat deals with the limitations
of the human form.
2. It was shown to be a vision of how to move beyouathan limitations by the radical use
of technological and other means.
3. The lecture stressed that it is worthy to note thatpresent human form have room for
change and improvement.

4. This applies to both social systems and cultuned,eaven organs of the human body.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessidh

Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questiondeWour answers in your Study Diary and
discuss them with your Tutor at the next Study SwpMeeting. You can check your answers
with the Notes on the Self-Assessment Questiottseaénd of this Module.

SAQ 16.1 (Tests Learning Outcome 16.1)
Briefly explain the term Posthumanism

SAQ 16.2 (Tests Learning Outcome 16.2)
A clade in this Study Session represents a biockbgiamily of species having a common

ancestor. Give one example and explain

SAQ 16.3 (Tests Learning Outcome 16.3)
Techno-transcendence is another vital element sthidmanism, briefly discuss
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Study Session 17 Actor-Network Theory

Introduction

The actor-network theory (ANT) is a recent the@iyhough most scholars believed it is more of
a method than theory, has its roots in structurabsid poststructuralism. Structuralism involves
a focus on structures, though these are not réladlysame structures of concern to structural

functionalists. The primary concern to structutalislinguistic structures.

This Study Session will discuss what the actor-pétwheory is all about. You will also learn

the relevance of the actor-network theory.
Learning Outcomes for Study Session7

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
17.1 Discuss Actor—Network Theory (SAQ 17.1)

17.1 Actor—Network Theory

This is often abbreviated #8NT. This is an approach to social theory and resedrahtteats
objects as part of social networks. Although ibest known for its controversial insistence on
the capacity of nonhumans to act and participatesyistems and networks, ANT is also
associated with forceful critiques of conventioraald critical sociological theory and the
discipline of Sociology in general.

ANT was developed by scholars like Michel Callordddruno Latour, John Law and other
scholars. The theory is most often regarded asateal-semiotic’ method. This means that it
maps relations that are simultaneously materiadt 8 relationships between things; and

semiotic relations, that is relationships betweamncepts.
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Figure 17.1: Michel Callon and Bruno Latour
Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan
ANT assumes that many relations are both matamal semiotic. Although it is called a
‘theory’, ANT does not usually explain ‘why’ or ‘im0 a network occurs or takes the form that it
does. Rather, ANT is a way of thoroughly explorthg relational ties within a network. The
most central concept in ANT is the actor-networkeTterm ‘network’ is believed to be
somewhat problematic in that according to Latowehe lot of unwanted connotations.

Box 17.1. Latour Unwanted Connotations.
Firstly, it implies that what is described takes the shafp® network, which is not necessarjly

the case.
Secondly,it implies ‘transportation without deformation’,iweh, in ANT, is not possible singe

any actor-network involves a vast number of trairsha.

Latour, however still contends that network is tirfg term to use, because "it has no a priori
order relation; it is not tied to the axiologicaltin of a top and of a bottom of society; it makes
absolutely no assumption whether a specific losumacro- or micro- and does not modify the
tools to study the element 'a’ or the element 'b™.

Actor—network theory tries to explain how matersamiotic networks come together to act as a
whole; the clusters of actors involved in creatmganing are both material and semiotic. As a

part of this it may look at explicit strategies faglating different elements together into a
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network so that they form an apparently coherenbleehThese networks are potentially
transient, existing in a constant making and reintak

O 432

Figure 17.2: Symmetry System

Source: Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibdan
This means that relations need to be repeatedifdimeed” or the network will dissolve. They
also assume that networks of relations are noinsitally coherent, and may indeed contain
conflicts. Thus, social relations, in other wordsg only ever in process, and must be performed
continuously. ANT is often associated with the ddreatment of human and non-human actors.
ANT assumes that all entities in a network can stmolild be described in the same terms. This
is called the principle ofeneralized symmetrirhe rationale for this is that differences betwee
them are generated in the network of relations,shmaild not be presupposed.
The distinction between intermediaries and medsaitokkey to ANT. Intermediaries are entities
which make no difference, to some interesting sthffairs which we are studying; and so can
be ignored. They transport the force of some oginéity more or less without transformation and
so are fairly uninteresting. Mediators are entitidsch multiply difference and so should be the
object of study. Their outputs cannot be predidigdheir inputs. From an ANT point of view
sociological theory has tended to treat too mudhefworld as intermediaries.
ANT has been criticized as amoral. Again, ANT Hagken criticized for moving beyond
deterministic models that trace organizational pineena back to powerful individuals, social

structures, hegemonic discourses or technologftsdts.
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Instead, ANT prefers to seek out complex pattefnsaasality rooted in connections between
actors." They argue that ANT's ontological realisrakes it, "less well equipped for pursuing a
critical account of organizations that is, one vkhrecognises the unfolding nature of reality,
considers the limits of knowledge and seeks tolehgé structures of domination." This implies
that ANT does not account for pre-existing struesirsuch as power, but rather sees these
structures as emerging from the actions of actatisinvthe network and their ability to align in
pursuit of their interests.

Some critics have argued that research based on gx§pectives remains entirely descriptive
and fails to provide explanations for social preess ANT - like comparable social scientific
methods - requires judgement calls from the rebearas to which actors are important within a
network and which are not. Critics argue that thpartance of particular actors cannot be
determined in the absence of “out-of-network” ciée Similarly, others argue that actor-

networks risk degenerating into endless chainssb@ation.
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Figure 17.1: Actor—Network Theory
Source:
www.lh4.googleusercontent.com/SDgDD185ADY/TY Sxx7CHRAAAAAAAAAAQ/ULIXBG
wADbjc/s1600/ssyjese_ ANT-mindmap.jpg
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B Now that you have studied Actor—Network Theory,your own perspective describe

Actor—Network Theory

[0 Actor-Network Theory ANT is an approach to social theory and researchttéats
objects as part of social networks. Although itbisst known for its controversial

insistence on the capacity of nonhumans to acpanttipate in systems and networks.

Summary of Study Session 17
In Study Session 17, you have learnt that:

1. The actor-network theory (ANT) was discussed is tacture.

2. It was shown that this theory is rooted in strualism and poststructuralism.
Structuralism here involves a focus on structutiesyugh these are not really the same
structures of concern to structural functionalists.

3. The primary concern to structuralistdirgguistic structures.

4. Intermediaries are entities which make no diffeegrito some interesting state of affairs
which we are studying; and so can be ignored.

5. They transport the force of some other entity nar&ess without transformation and so
are fairly uninteresting.

6. Mediators are entities which multiply differencedaso should be the object of study.

7. Their outputs cannot be predicted by their inpdtsom an ANT point of view

sociological theory has tended to treat too mudhefworld as intermediaries.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessioh

Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning outcomes by answering the following questi Write your answers in your study
Diary and discuss them with your Tutor at the ne&tipport meeting. You can check your

answers with the Notes on the Self-Assessmentiguestt the end of this Module.

SAQ 17.1 (Tests Learning Outcome 17.1)
According to this study, describe mediators’ cqi@nd their output
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Study Session 18 Practice Theory

Introduction

Practice theory is considered as one of the vadgetgultural theories’. The concept of practice

is generally conceived here as a routinized wagoting, especially how we manage our bodies,
handle objects, treat subjects, describe thingsuaderstand the world.

Discussing and clarifying the abstract nature @fcpce and practice theory by focusing on its
relationship to a number of important concepts saghhe body, the mind, things, knowledge,
language/discourse, structure/process, and agdinttioal.

This Study Session will focus on Practice TheorguYuill also learn the Concept of Practice,

and Important Concepts in Practice Theory

Learning Outcomes for Study Sessions

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
18.1 Explain the Concept of Practice (SAQ 18.1)

18.2 Discuss Concept of Practice Theory Import8A( 18.2)

18.1 The Concept of Practice

The concept of practice emphasizes the impaca&éf-for-granted, pre-theoretical assumptions
on human conduct’. Practice theory is said to bevee from bits and pieces of the work of a
variety of theorists and also from a variety ofdhes. It constitutes a loose network of works

and ideas, even though there is no grand pradtemay yet.
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Figure 18.1: The Performance of the Body

Source:Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibadan
A practice can be said to mean the regular, skiierformance of human bodies. Practices are
the result of training the body in a particular w8yt there are enough distinctive theoretical

ideas that cohere in interesting fashion arounddéa of practice.

In other words, practice theory is a theory of heneial beings, with their diverse motives and
their diverse intentions, make and transform theldvitney live. It is dialectic between structure
and human action working in a dynamic form. Practiceory therefore seeks to explain the
relationships that are obtained in human actions &pproach seeks to resolve the dissonance
between traditional structuralist approaches amuragezhes which attempted to explain social
phenomena in terms of individual actions.

Practice theory is strongly associated with then€etheorist and sociologist Pierre Bourdieu.
His concept ohabitusrepresents an important formulation of the prilespof practice theory.
Bourdieu developed the notion of ‘habitus’ to captithe permanent internalisation of the social
order in the human body’. His worlQutline of a Theory of Practitewhich is based on his
work in Algeria during the Algerian War of Indepamte is an example of Bourdieu's

formulation of practice theory applied to empiridata gathered through ethnography.
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B If you check the concept of practice, you will slee concept of practice emphasizes.

Kindly describe the impact

[0 The concept of practice emphasizes the impaca&éfi-for-granted, pre-theoretical

assumptions on human conduct’

18.2 Concepts in Practice Theory Important
Reckwitz had attempted to clarify the abstract reatf practice and practice theory by focusing

on its relationship to a number of these importamicepts:

Agent/Indi
vidual

Knowledge

Language-
discourse

Structure-
process

Figure 18.2:Important Concepts Focusing by Practice and Redtheory
Source:Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibadan
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The mind:Practice involves not only routinized bodily perfances but also the mind, that is, it
involves mental activities. To engage in practingags the use of the body in various ways and
also engagement in mental activities. Playing ®hoi example requires both routinized bodily

and mental activities, as well as the interactibthe two.

To other theorists, the human body is affectedareh controlled by other phenomena such as
norms, rational choices, and values. But for pcactheory, the body is of central and direct
importance, as it is at the realm of the sociaka@kding to Reckwitz (2002), practices are in fact,
‘routinized bodily performances. Accordingly, thi®nception of practice applies to obvious
things like using a racket to play tennis; it ailseolves performances like talking, reading, and

writing.

Knowledge:This is also required for practice to take plad@isknowledge specifically involves
understanding how things are linked with each othiénin a practice. The knowledge here in

most cases is employed routinely without thinkiigptigh all of the issues involved.

Things: Things are integral to practice and they are ggnant as bodily and mental activities.
Practices always involve the use of things in paléir ways. The use of things usually involves
both bodily movements and mental activities. Gehgraractice cannot occur in the absence of

objects. It is the interaction of the body; mindldhings (objects) that most practice exist.

Structure-ProcessThe concept of social structure is imbedded inrtutine nature of practice.
Thus, structure, as well as process, does not ‘existhere’ in large-scale social phenomena, but

this exists in the routine nature of action.

Language-DiscourseLanguage or discourse in practice theory does nigtiavolve signs, but
it involves other key concerns of the theory. Laaggiincludes forms of understanding, know-
how and motivation that are linked with each other.

Agent/Individual: In practice theory, the focus is on practice antl oo agents. The theory

recognize that agents exist, but these agentsrarerkas merely ‘body-minds’ who carry out
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social practices. Thus, the agent is not autonomasigrgued in rational choice theory, or the
agent a judgmental dope, as in structural functisma instead, the agent is one who
understands the world, one who uses know-how anivational knowledge according to the

particular practice.

B After you have studied the important concepts iacpce theory, briefly explain the

structure-process

[0 Structure process is the concept of social stractombedded in the routine nature of
practice. Thus, structure, as well as process, doesxist ‘out there’ in large-scale social

phenomena, but this exists in the routine natuecbbn.

Summary of Study Session 18
In Study Session 18, you have learnt that:

1. Practice theory was look at in this lecture asairthe variety of ‘cultural theories’.

2. The concept of practice was defined as a routinizag of acting, especially how we
manage our bodies, handle objects, treat subjdet;ribe things, and understand the
world

3. The concept of practice emphasizes the impact akefi-for-granted, pre-theoretical
assumptions on human conduct’

4. A practice can be said to mean the regular, skilfferformance of human bodies.
Practices are the result of training the body radicular way

5. The mind:Practice involves not only routinized bodily perfances but also the mind,
that is, it involves mental activities.

6. Knowledge:This is also required for practice to take pladeisTknowledge specifically
involves understanding how things are linked walsreother within a practice.

7. Things: Things are integral to practice and they are gsomant as bodily and mental
activities.

8. Structure-processThe concept of social structure is imbedded inrthéine nature of

practice.
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9. Language-discoursetanguage or discourse in practice theory does nbt mvolve
signs, but it involves other key concerns of theotty.
10. Agent/Individual:ln practice theory, the focus is on practice andamoagents.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessidh

Now that you have completed this study session,camuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questiongeWour answers in your Study Diary and
discuss them with your Tutor at the next Study Swplleeting. You can check your answers
with the Notes on the Self-Assessment Questiotiseagnd of this Module.

SAQ 18.1 (tests Learning Outcome 18.1)
is said to be derived from bits and giexfethe work of a variety of theorists and
also from a variety of theories. It constitutesnase network of works and ideas, even though

there is no grand practice theory yet.

SAQ 18.2 (tests Learning Outcome 18.2)
There are seven important concepts focusing bytipeaand practice theory, mention and

explain three

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 1

SAQ 1.1

Georg Simmel’s Sociology shows that the differenéehe social interaction in small-scale
communities with that which occur in cities and tsw

SAQ 1.2

According to Kenneth Allan, sociological theory asmkial theory focuses on commentary and
critique of modern society rather than explanatbwhat is happening in modern society

SAQ 1.3

The first question has to do with what the sociologists wants to t(fdr instance crime,
poverty, unemployment, and so on); anddbeond questiorhas to do with how the facts of this

study will be.
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Notes on SAQs for Study Session 2

SAQ 2.1
Kingsley Davies argued that they may clearly regoftaud or force

SAQ 2.2
It is the problem of how to treat the non-rationait acts at the base of a sociological model

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 3

SAQ 3.1

Symbolic Interactionism Theory: This is a sociological theory that places emphasimicro-
scale social interaction to provide subjective nmegum human behavior and the social process.
The theoretical approach analyses society as aiprodlthe everyday interactions of

individuals. It views society as nothing more thie shared reality that people construct as they
interact with one another.

Structural Functionalism Theory: This theory is also well known as Functionaligrhis

theory sees society as a complex system whosewarstogether to promote solidarity and
stability. The theory provides a macro-level oraiun of society, focusing on the social
structures that shape society as a whole.

SAQ 3.2

Feminism is the theory that focuses on how gendsguality shapes social life. This theoretical
approach shows how sexuality both reflects pattefrsocial inequality and helps to perpetuate
them. Feminism, from a social conflict perspectif@;uses on gender inequality and links

sexuality to the domination of women by men.
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Notes on SAQs for Study Session 4
SAQ 4.1
1 The city or town-dweller

2 The mobile, nomadic societies

SAQ 4.2
Enlightenment is generally described as a periodnahodernity sprung up, with the emergence
of the world economy and exchange among diverseetsex;, bringing sweeping changes and

new challenges for society

SAQ 4.3
During the Enlightenment period, European societiese still largely rural, with minimal

involvement of the government in the everyday difehe citizens

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 5

SAQ 5.1
* The rise of factory-based industrial economy,
» The explosive growth of cities, and

* The spread of new ideas about democracy and @olitghts

SAQ 5.2
In order to become part of the anonymous crowdhefcity's labour force

SAQ 5.3
= QOverpopulation and homelessness
= Migrant workers faced crime and pollution in cities
= Migrant workers evolved a new social world withatsn set of problems
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SAQ 5.4
Question the validity of this traditional view alidhe power structure in society

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 6
SAQ6.1

» Of types of social order,

» Of types of social units, and

» Of the material conditions of human life

SAQ 6.2
Fetishism stage was regarded as the primary stabe theological stage of thinking. In this
stage, it is commonly believed that inanimate disjbave living spirit; thus, people worship and

venerate these objects like trees, rivers, mousitatones, and so on

SAQ 6.3
The Metaphysical stage

SAQ 6.4
Mathematics; Astronomy; Physics; Chemistry; BiolpBgychology; Sociology

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 7

SAQ 7.1

That human relation would become "thingified." Censtated an instance during the eleventh
century where a Pope, Pope Hildebrand, had foried broment extended his spiritual power
over all temporal power, so the High Priest of Haitya armed with a scientific knowledge;

would as the Pope of humanity institute a reigharimony, justice, rectitude, and equity
SAQ 7.2

By their relative positions in regard to the meafgproduction, that is, by their differential

access to scarce resources and scarce power
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SAQ 7.3
Humans are inherently egoistic, but norms, belgfd values (collective consciousness) form

the moral basis of society, which also brings alsmaial integration in society

SAQ 7.4
The death of a leader effectively ends the powdhatf authority. On the other hand, it is only
through a rationalized and bureaucratic form thest authority be passed on.

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 8

SAQ 8.1

Agency is defined as the capacity of individualatt independently and to make their own free
choices; whilst structure refers to the recurrexitggzned arrangements which influence or limit

the choices and opportunities available to indigldun society.

SAQ 8.2
Structure influences human behaviour, and humamsapable of changing the social structures
they inhabit

SAQ 8.3
He proposed that individuals are best conceptudlase participants in social practices (social
structures); and that these participants have dpahility to either reproduce or change these

social practices

SAQ 8.4
A field here represents an evolving set of roled alationships in a social domain, where

various forms of ‘capital’ such as prestige or fin&l resources are at stake
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Notes on SAQs for Study Session 9
SAQ 9.1
There have been the spread and mixture of philgsaigion, language, the arts, and other

aspects of culture

SAQ9.2
Anthony Giddens in his work;The Consequences of Modernitgefined globalization as the
intensification of worldwide social relations whitihk distant localities in such a way that local

happenings are shaped by events occurring mang eweay and vice versa

SAQ 9.3

Cultural Globalization entails the intensificatiand stretching of economic interrelations around
the globe. It involves issues as the emergence dafea global economic order, the
internationalization of trade and finance, the diag power of transnational corporations, and

the enhancement of the role of international ecooamstitutions like the IMF and World Bank.

SAQ 9.4
The precariousness of life in self and other

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 10

SAQ 10.1
The reflective study of the discipline of Socioldgy sociologists

SAQ 10.2

This variety of metatheorizing according to Ritmavolves the study of sociological theory in
order to produce a better, more profound undersignof extant theory. Under this category,
theorists are concerned with the study of otheoribts and their theories, and other community

of theorists, as well as the larger intellectual aacial contexts of theories and theorists.
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SAQ 10.3
Still following the micro-macro typology, it can lsaid that at each end of the micro-macro
continuum, and virtually everywhere in between, cae differentiate between objective and

subjective components

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 11
SAQ11.1
Feminist theory can be defined as a generalizedkwanging system of ideas about social life

and human experience developed from a woman-ceptied of view

SAQ 11.2
This period is said to occur between 1960-199% # period where women worked to translate
their basic political rights into economic and sbequality and to re-conceptualize relations

between men and women with the concept and nofibgemder’.

SAQ 11.3
Living and acting within a complex field of powdrat they are determined by and that in their

agency they both reproduced and contest

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 12

SAQ 12.1

Meaning that what we have often taken as univensadlabsolute knowledge of the world is in
fact, knowledge derived from the experiences obwagyful section of society, which portrays

men as ‘masters’
SAQ 12.2

The commitment here lies on how feminist beliewartivork will help to improve the daily lives

of the people they study
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Notes on SAQs for Study Session 13
SAQ 13.1
Martineau introduced feminist sociological perspas in her writing on otherwise overlooked

issues such as marriage, children, domestic aigioes life, and race relations

SAQ 13.2
Since the mid-1940s, Jessie's focus was to incr@aderstanding of the effects of sexism on

women's experience of marriage, parenting, educaima economic life

SAQ 13.3
Fiction, Poetry, Music and Oral History

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 14

SAQ 14.1

1. Feminists believe that women are oppressed eirdpk to their sexuality and due the
dominant ideology of patriarchy

2. Patriarchy is the system which oppresses worneugh its social, economic and political

institutions.

SAQ 14.2

1. Radical feminists believe that society must banged at its core in order to dissolve
patriarchy, not just through acts of legislation.

2. The groups includeadical-libertarian feminism and radical-culturafrfinism

SAQ 14.3

1. Liberal feminists

2. The main view of liberal feminists is that aqple are created equal by God and deserve
equal rights.

SAQ 14.4

1. Socialist feminists reject the idea that biolgygdetermines ones gender. Social roles are not
inherent and women's status must change in bothptiic and private spheres. Socialist

feminists also challenge ideologies of capitalistd patriarchy.
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2. class and gender.

SAQ 14.5

1. Theorists

2. fundamental and biological differences

SAQ 14.6

Eco-feminists believe that patriarchy and male d@tion is harmful to women, as well as the

physical environment and ecosystem.

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 15
SAQ 15.1
Whilst many sociologists, and some sociologicabtles continue to undermine postmodern

social theory; however, the fact remains that posiem social theory can no longer be ignored.

SAQ 15.2

1. According to Smart (1993), the first, extreme gositholds that there has been a radical
rupture in society; thus, modern society has beefaced by a postmodern society. Proponents
of this point of view include scholars like JearuBallard (Armitage, 2005); Genosko, etc.

The second position of postmodern thinking is thdhough a change has taken place,
postmodernism has grown out and is continuing withdernism. Adherents of this position
include Marxian thinkers like Fredric Jameson, Btad_aclau and other postmodern feminists
such as Nancy Fraser.

Finally, there is the position adopted by Smartdeth who, rather than viewing modernism and
postmodernism as epochs, this position advocatats dbth modernism and postmodernism
should be viewed as being engaged in a long-runaimdy on-going set of relationships, with
postmodernism continually pointing out the limiteti of postmodernism. Though useful,
Smart’s typology had been severally criticized bgstpostmodernists as they argued that this
typology has simplified and greatly diversified itheleas and distorting their ideas in the
process.

2. Douglas Kellner (born 1943), Jean Baudrillard (1:20®7), Richard Rorty (1931-2007)
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Notes on SAQs for Study Session 16

SAQ 16.1

Posthumanism has to do with the attitude on hodetd with the limitations of the human form.
It is a vision of how to move beyond human limibas by the radical use of technological and

other means.

SAQ 16.2
Birds, as a group, are a good example. Birdshalesa common origin and all modern birds
descended from this single beginning. All theiretaity springs from evolutionary changes from

this common origin.

SAQ 16.3

This simply means using technology to overcome hulinaitations, to transcend.

To Posthumanism, the problem of increasing intelige in humans for example can be tackled
from different angles. One is to use chemicalsthmidate already existing processes in the

brain. Some drugs have already shown a positiezedin memory e.g., vasopressin.

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 17
SAQ 17.1
Mediators are entities which multiply differencedaso should be the object of study. Their

outputs cannot be predicted by their inputs.

Notes on SAQs for Study Session 18
SAQ 18.1
Practice theory
SAQ 18.2
i.  The mind:Practice involves not only routinized bodily perfances but also the mind,
that is, it involves mental activities. To engagepractice entails the use of the body in
various ways and also engagement in mental aetvitPlaying tennis for example

requires both routinized bodily and mental actestias well as the interaction of the two.
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Knowledge:This is also required for practice to take pladeisTknowledge specifically
involves understanding how things are linked witiche other within a practice. The
knowledge here in most cases is employed routiwglyout thinking through all of the

issues involved.

Things: Things are integral to practice and they are gsomant as bodily and mental

activities. Practices always involve the use ofiglsiin particular ways. The use of things
usually involves both bodily movements and mentélvdies. Generally, practice cannot
occur in the absence of objects. It is the intevacdf the body; mind and things (objects)

that most practice exist.
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