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Vice-Chancellor's Message

The Distance Learning Centre is building on a soidlition of over two decades of
service in the provision of External Studies Progrme and now Distance Learning
Education in Nigeria and beyond. The Distance Legrrmode to which we are

committed is providing access to many deservingeNagns in having access to higher
education especially those who by the nature o tsegagement do not have the
luxury of full time education. Recently, it is coibuting in no small measure to

providing places for teeming Nigerian youths who éme reason or the other could
not get admission into the conventional universitie

These course materials have been written by wrépegially trained in ODL course
delivery. The writers have made great efforts tovjate up to date information,
knowledge and skills in the different disciplinegdaensure that the materials are user-
friendly.

In addition to provision of course materials innprand e-format, a lot of Information
Technology input has also gone into the deploymégburse materials. Most of them
can be downloaded from the DLC website and ardabtaiin audio format which you
can also download into your mobile phones, IPod3MRmong other devices to allow
you listen to the audio study sessions. Some ofthéy session materials have been
scripted and are being broadcast on the univessityamond Radio FM 101.1, while
others have been delivered and captured in audimaliformat in a classroom
environment for use by our students. Detailed migiton on availability and access is
available on the website. We will continue in otfods to provide and review course
materials for our courses.

However, for you to take advantage of these formas will need to improve on

your L.T. skills and develop requisite distancermgag Culture. It is well known that,

for efficient and effective provision of Distancealning education, availability of
appropriate and relevant course materialsssi@qua non. So also, is the availability

of multiple plat form for the convenience of oundgnts. It is in fulfilment of this, that

series of course materials are being written tdkenaur students study at their own
pace and convenience.

It is our hope that you will put these course matseito the best use.

pollten s

Prof. Abel Idowu Olayinka
Vice-Chancellor



Foreword

As part of its vision of providing education fotiberty and Development” for

Nigerians and the International Community, the @nmsity of Ibadan, Distance
Learning Centre has recently embarked on a vigorepssitioning agenda which
aimed at embracing a holistic and all encompasapoach to the delivery of its
Open Distance Learning (ODL) programmes. Thus veecammitted to global best
practices in distance learning provision. Apart nfroproviding an efficient

administrative and academic support for our stigjeamé are committed to providing
educational resource materials for the use of twdents. We are convinced that,
without an up-to-date, learner-friendly and dis@nkearning compliant course
materials, there cannot be any basis to lay clanbding a provider of distance
learning education. Indeed, availability of appraf@ course materials in multiple
formats is the hub of any distance learning provisvorldwide.

In view of the above, we are vigorously pursuingaasatter of priority, the provision
of credible, learner-friendly and interactive caummaterials for all our courses. We
commissioned the authoring of, and review of comnsgerials to teams of experts and
their outputs were subjected to rigorous peer reveensure standard. The approach
not only emphasizes cognitive knowledge, but aksitssand humane values which are
at the core of education, even in an ICT age.

The development of the materials which is on-gatgp had input from experienced
editors and illustrators who have ensured that #reyaccurate, current and learner-
friendly. They are specially written with distantégarners in mind. This is very

important because, distance learning involves meidential students who can often
feel isolated from the community of learners.

It is important to note that, for a distance leartmeexcel there is the need to source
and read relevant materials apart from this coursgerial. Therefore, adequate
supplementary reading materials as well as otHerrmation sources are suggested in
the course materials.

Apart from the responsibility for you to read tlsisurse material with others, you are
also advised to seek assistance from your coursiitdeors especially academic
advisors during your study even before the intéractession which is by design for
revision. Your academic advisors will assist youngsconvenient technology
including Google Hang Out, You Tube, Talk Fusiom;. eout you have to take
advantage of these. It is also going to be of insreadvantage if you complete
assignments as at when due so as to have necéssdipacks as a guide.



The implication of the above is that, a distan@rer has a responsibility to develop
requisite distance learning culture which includdgyent and disciplined self-study,

seeking available administrative and academic suppod acquisition of basic

information technology skills. This is why you assmcouraged to develop your
computer skills by availing yourself the opportynif training that the Centre’s

provide and put these into use.

In conclusion, it is envisaged that the course riwtewould also be useful for the regular studexfits
tertiary institutions in Nigeria who are faced wéldearth of high quality textbooks. We are theesfo
delighted to present these titles to both our distalearning students and the university’s regular
students. We are confident that the materialstveilan invaluable resource to all.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewersl goroduction staff for the high
quality of work.

Best wishes.

O . ==

Professor Bayo Okunade
Director
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About this course manual

About this course manual

Perspectives in Modern Social TheorySOC 306 has pesduced by
University of Ibadan Distance Learning Centre. &lurse manuals
produced by University of Ibadan Distance Learr@streare structured
in the same way, as outlined below.

How this course manual is

structured

The course overview

The course overview gives you a general introductio the course.
Information contained in the course overview wélhyou determine:

If the course is suitable for you.
What you will already need to know.
What you can expect from the course.

How much time you will need to invest to compldte tourse.

The overview also provides guidance on:

Study skills.
Where to get help.
Course assignments and assessments.

Margin icons.

We strongly recommend that you read the overviemefully before
starting your study.

The course content
The course is broken down into Study Sessions. Extady Session
comprises:

An introduction to the Study Session content.

Study Session outcomes.

Core content of the Study Session with a varietigafning activities.
A Study Session summary.

Assignments and/or assessments, as applicable.

Bibliography

Your comments
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After completing Perspectives in Modern Social Tigeee would
appreciate it if you would take a few moments teegis your feedback
on any aspect of this course. Your feedback migtiide comments on:

Your constructive feedback will help us to improaed enhance this

Course content and structure.

Course reading materials and resources.
Course assignments.

Course assessments.

Course duration.

Course support (assigned tutors, technical hetp), et

course.



Course Overview

Course Overview

Welcome to Perspectives in
Modern Social Theory SOC

306

Throughout human history, man has been largelymeduwith the quest
for knowledge. This search has been in the direatibtrying discover
man himself, or more generally understand sociatioms or the society
as a totality. A cursory look at the works of gaheorists like Auguste
Comte, Herbert Spencer, Emile Durkheim, TalcottsBas, Karl Marx,
George Simmel, George Mead, Charles Cooley amohgrotwould
reveal that they were remarkably interested inrtatire of social life,
how it originated, developed and more especially ltbe perceived
society, social events and social interactionsedzid.

The answers which sociologists obtain from the toes that they ask
depend to a large extent on availability of acau@dta. However, there
are differences in interpretation of data basethersociologist’'s general
view of the factors that govern society. The temgleto view society

from a standpoint of what society is like giveseris the existence of a
number of sociological theoretical perspectives.

A theoretical perspective consists of a way of logkat various aspects
of the world. It is an orientation that suggestshuds for studying social
experience and finding explanations for it. Theoetmodels serve as
aids. They are mental constructs that allow oneisaalize things. A

sociological theoretical perspective may focus artipular features of
society, which the sociologist wishes to highlighthile one perspective
helps to formulate a picture, it necessarily limgtgperience by giving
only a restricted view. Nonetheless, a good petspe@lso serves a
function of broadening horizon of what one can $eall these there are
similarities within the sociological theoretical rppective, and no one
perspective provides a complete picture of soci€tyough the years
sociology has evolved several theoretical perspecépresenting overall
views of what society is really like, and how sbghenomenon should
be interpreted within contemporary. There are thmegor theoretical

respective. They are structural-functionalist, @onhfand symbolic

interactionist perspectives.

This course is therefore designed to expose stadernbe perspectives in
modern social theory. The course has been dividiedfive (5) different
units to cover the course content.
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Getting around this course manual

Margin icons

While working through thiscourse manual you Winotice the frequent
use ofmargin icons. These icons serve'sgnpost” a particular piece «
text, a new task or change in activity; they hagerbincluded to help yc
to find your way around thicourse manual.

A complete icon set is shown below. We suggest yioatfamiliarize
yourself with the icons and their meaning befosegtstg your stud

=l

Activity Assessment Assignment Case study
Discussion Group Activity Help Outcomes
o |
...
Note Reflection Reading Study skills
/o7 /
Summary Terminology Time Tip




Study Session 1 The Sociological Perspective

Study Session 1

The Sociological Perspective

Introduction

We will commence this course with an over of samatal perspective
In doing so, we will point out the different levelsf sociologica
perspectiv. We will also discuss the importance of sociolag
perspectiv and the concept of sociological imaginat

Learning Outcomes
When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta

1.1 Identify different levels of sociological perspee

1.2 explainthe concept of sociological imaginat

Outcomes
Sociological The study of human life and social interactions, as well as
perspective how those interactions shape groups and society as a
whole.
Sociological A person's ability to connect his personal experiences to
imagination the society at large

1.1 Sociological Perspective

Central to the discipline of sociology is a distine point of view
generally referred to as the sociological perspectlhis perspective «
sodology involves seeing through the outside appesgaof people’
actions and organizations (Berger, 1963). By thig, meant the
sociologists identify general patterns in the be&hav of particulal
individuals. This in no way downplays the uniquenef the individual.
Sociologists are especially interested in how peghlster into groupinc
with others who have similar backgrounds and chiaretics. As a resu
they focus on the group associations and relatipastf these persol
under observatic.

Sociologists’ distinctive perspective also points the fact that the
recognize that various categories or groups of lgeape quite ofte
affected differently by society. As a result ofsttgituation the gener
categories into which people are uped go a long way to determi
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their particular life experiences. To illustratestifact there is abundant
evidence that societies do not always have simdbgrectations from

people of various stages in life. For example, bseasocieties attach
their particular meanings to age, the differencetvben children and
adults are not just dependent on biological facteegher they are largely
influenced by what the society sees as appropriate for those in a
particular state of life. There is abundant evideti@at different societies
do not always have the same expectations of pedpbeare regarded as
being of a particular age. For instance most Négetiaditional societies
accorded higher level of independence to childreamtis the situation
today in modern industrial societies. This formeétuation is also

relatively manifested today in rural societies veherspecially male
children are allowed a much greater freedom to nmegkeonal decisions
what obtains in the urban centres. Macionis (199@i20 reports that
there is high level of independent among childrémative American

Hopi as compared with other North American children

The sociological perspective involves seeing beywhdt meets the eye
in observing social scenes or activities. It, thenes provides additional
insights (not perhaps readily observable by othalbsut why people act
in particular ways. As a result of this perspectivéheir study of society,
sociologists are interested to discover how whataps to be individual
decision or action is in reality the socially geated decision, which is
the result of being a group member. For instanceddition to personal
reasons for marrying early, or seeking a particalaployment or for
seeking employment directly after primary educatisocial forces are
recognized to be actively at work.

Sociology is more than just acquiring knowledgdnitolves developing
a sociological imagination as rightly put by Wrighills (1959).

Sociology teaches us to identify general pattefrtsebavior in particular
individuals and to be systematic in explaining fueial influences on
these behavior patterns. A sociologist must lookaawide array of
evidence before accepting any single explanatiortcoAding to
Haralambos and Holborn, (2008), although sociotsgigary in their
perspectives, methods and values, they all shagesdme aim of
understanding and explaining the social world. Ciinly the insights
offered by different approaches might be the bemst of achieving this
goal.

ITQ

Question

The term “sociological imagination" was first caihe by

A. Berger
B. Durkheim
C. Lemert
D. Mills

Feedback
You are correct to select option D [Mills]
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Structural theories of society, such as functiamaliand Marxism,
emphasize the importance of society in shaping nubadavior. On the
other hand, interactionism emphasizes the impogtahtiuman behavior
in shaping society. Many sociologists today belighet good sociology
must examine both the structure of society andatacteraction. They
believe that it is only by combining the study & tmajor changes in the
society and individual lives that sociologists catevelop their
understanding of social life. This idea is not nétwvas supported by
Max Weber and Anthony Gidden’s theory of structwratwhere he
explained the duality of the structure. Howeverl$idalled it the ability
to study the structure of society at the same aseéndividuals lives the
‘sociological imagination’. Mills further argued &h sociological
imagination allowed people to understand theiratgvtroubles’ in terms
of ‘public issues’ ‘Unemployment’ war and maritalebkdown are all
experienced by people in terms of the problems fheguce in their
personal lives. They react to them as individuald their reactions have
consequences for society as a whole. However, lis,Nliese issues can
only be fully understood in the context of widercisd forces. For
example, very specific circumstances might leadrte person becoming
unemployed, but when unemployment rates in soeistg whole rise, it
becomes a public issue that needs to be explaiedsociologist has to
consider the ‘economic and political institutioristioe society, and not
merely the personal situation and character ofttexcof individuals’

1.2 The Sociological Imagination

The sociological imagination refers to the ability understand the
relationship between our lives as individuals amel large social forces
that help shape our lives. This advocates thatamubghaviour must be
understood in a broader social context. Most $esidor instance, have
a long cultural-heritage which encourages selarele and

independence. Despite the ‘heritage of self-rebgnion these societies,
such societies are also bound by social structadehéstory. According

to Marx (1978), he argued that men make their ostoty, but they do

not make it just as they please; they do not makeder circumstances
chosen by themselves, but under circumstancestlgifeand, given and

transmitted from the past. In this lecture, we Iskahsider what the
sociological imagination is, and then examine itapartance in

understanding human behaviour and society in genera

According to Mills, then, sociology should be abatamining the
biography of individuals in the context of the bist of societies. The
sociological is not just to use to sociologisisitmportant to all members
of society if they wish to understand, change angrove their lives.
Perhaps sociology can be seen as succeeding wladlovits people to
achieve this imagination, and the theories examinetis course can be
judged in these terms.
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Box 1.0:The learning point and tkgs to remember in this study t includes:

Sociological perspectives involves seeing beyondtwieets the eye
observing social scenes or activi

Sociological imagination requires us, above althiok ourselves awa
from the familiar routines cour daily lives in order to look at the
anew

ITQ

Questior

How is sociological imagination related to a pefsoawareness
themselves in the socie

A.

B.

C.

It allows us to make the connection of what is leaqpg to us
personally to the widehroader social worl

It allows us to go beyond personal observationartderstan:
the more complex social issues.

It allows us to see the consequences of certailatgins on
social level.

Feedbacl
All the answers are corre

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Sessiolyou learnt:

The 3 major sociological perspectives include; fonalism,
conflict and Symbolic interactionism perspec

A sociologist must look at a wide array of evidernmefore
accepting any single explanation.

Sociological perspective is important to the samt becaus
the discipline involves the ability to think imagiively and tc
detach oneself as far as possible from preconcedess abot
social relationships.

Sociological imagination is the abilito ‘think ourselves away
from the familiar routines of our daily lives indar to look a
them anew.
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Assessment

SAQ 1.1 (tests Learning Outcome 1.
’ How can we correctly define sociological perspe:
SAQ 1.2 (tests Learning Outcoml.2)

Assessment What is sociological imaginatio

Bibliography

https://www.boundless.com/questions/wr-mills-argued-sociological-
imaginatior-enables-its-possessor-understéarde-historical-scene-
termsits-meaning-inner-life-and-external-careariety-individuals-
which-following-does-not-31139/

Reading http://sociology.about.com/od/Works/a/Socioloc-lmagination.htm

http://sociology.about.com/od/Sociology101/fl/-Sociological-
Perspective.ht
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Study Session 2

10

Introduction

The Social Theory

We commenced thicourse with an examination of the levels of sc
perspective and the concept of social imaginaMa. will continue ou
study in session by exploring social theory: itsamiag, levels of analys
and function:

Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

Terminology

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
2.1 define social theory

2.2 identify levels of sociological analysis

2.2 enumerate functions of social theory

Theory A supposition or a system of ideas intended to explain
something, especially one based on general principles
independent of the thing to be explained.

Social theory Frameworks of empirical evidence used to study and
interpret social phenomena

2.1 Social Theory: Meaning

Sociology has been distinguished by its array ebti. Theory helps t
understand society better. Without theory, we dhalleft with a mass ¢
corpus of data, facts that at best remain unigibli (or silent). A theor
is an accoul of the world which goes beyond what we can see
measure. It embraces a set of interrelated defirgtiand relationshif
that organizes our concepts of and understandirtheoEmpirical worlc
in a systemic way. (Marshal, 19¢

The word theory is usi in many different ways. It is sometimes u:
refer to models or ways or perceiving reality whialipose perceptu;
frameworks or structures on that reality. In samjyl for instance, th
idea of social evolution, structu-functionalism, conflict persective,
symbolic interactionism are examples of theoretioadels used to k
sociologists to explain the nature of social life tbe way society i
organized




Study Session 2 The Social Theory

A theory is also used as an expected idea or famitea phenomenon or
the relationship between two or more phenomenaniother context a
theory is seen as a set of logically consistentichlly complete
definitions and propositions about human group. l#etheory is also
defined as a systematic explanation for a seta$fand laws. A fact here
refers to something that has been observed, whiavais a universal
gene rationalization about a class of facts. Tlesoiit is claimed usually
arise from a leap of imagination, from inspiratimnfrom what is called
the Creative approach to the observe characteelmviour of things. At
inception, theories usually contain abstract; uifieet or unclarified
concepts and statements about the behaviour ofthings and their
interrelationships. The veracity statements or epts contained in
theories therefore requires verification. Furthemna theory is a set of
ideas that provides an explanation for somethingoéiological theory is
a set of ideas that provides an explanation foiespc

To Macionis and Plummer (2005), a theory is a stetg of how and
why specific facts are related. Theory is an attetmpnake sense of our
experiences. ‘It is a set of interrelated statesehtat provides an
explanation for a class of events. It allows thedbig together of a
multitude of facts so that we may comprehend thdnataonce. With
theory, we can see relationships among eventsatteainot evident in
isolated bits of data. And it allows us to organiser search for
knowledge, about the many different and often pogzhspect of our
experience. A good theory, then tells sociologistsich facts are
important, how they are related to one another,vamat conclusions one
draw from them’ (Zanden, 1990). Sociological the@ryherefore seen as
a body of ideas, usually abstract and complex, useexplain human
society. Through sociological theory, we make Iigdlle and
comprehensible how human beings live their sodf@. IThe main
function of social theory is to illuminate, and rifila Theory has an
explanatory power, linking to otherwise unrelatelhsses of facts
together. Theory occupies a central place in sogipl(Ritzer, 2008).
Sociology is highly theoretical discipline. In solkcigy you have different
theoretical perspectives (Giddens, 2006).

Following Zanden, (1990), a theoretical perspeatwve way of looking at
various features of the world, an orientation thaggests methods for
studying the social experience and finding explanatfor it. Each
theoretical perspective has a commanding fellowshlisciples or
advocates, who propagate, use its core assumptsmme sociologists
follow rigidly one theoretical perspective in aliefr social analyses of
situations and social problems. Others, are mepalile and shift or use
these perspectives depending on the nature oflgmmhblem, or issue
being discussed. However, three main theoreticabpeetives seem
dominant in sociology. These are Functionalist, flicinand Symbolic
interactionism. However, a way of seeing is a wlayat seeing.

11
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ITQ

Question

Theories must be

A. formulated prior to research
B. exclusively sociological

C. based on pre-existing facts
D. testable

Feedback
The correct is D [testable]

2.2 Levels of Sociological Analysis

12

In pursuing sociology’s subject matter, some sagjists concentrate on
small groups and their characteristics patterns@ndesses of intimate
and face to face interaction between people. Thillscale of sociology
is called micro sociology. ‘Micro sociology invols¢he detailed study of
what people say, do and think; moment by mometies go about their
daily lives'. In the contrast to this there is dmet form of sociological
enquiry by which sociologists concentrate on larg@ups and attempts
to explain the sociologists concentrate on largeugs and attempts to
explain the fundamental patterns and processesrgk Iscale social
relations. This is called macro sociology. Theitgdlowever is that both
levels of sociology are usually necessary for aeqadte understanding
of events and activities in society. This is beeabsth the micro and
macro aspects of society inter-relate with influtmaad shape each other.
Thus, for instance, while the large society shdpesndividual and small
groups, it is in turn shaped by them. Of vital imtpace is the fact that
whatever level the sociologist’s focus is on, caricion is on social and
not individual behaviour. Sociology’s subject matte the group. The
size of the group may, however, vary according e sociologist’s
interest. Sociology can be seen as the social seigvhich seeks to
discover the connections that bring together aflisdosciences into a
comprehensive integrated science of society. Howeeeiology is more
than just a gap-filler for other social scienceseTreality is that the
discipline does have its own distinctive subjeetaamamely, the patterns
and processes of all human social relations.

According to Nnonyelu, (2009), the dominant pecsipes could be
could be classified under macro or micro sociolagibeories or, system
versus social action theories or seen along theppetives of positivists
or phenomenologist. Olusegun (2013), in Olutayo &@nle (eds),

stated that there are two broad levels of theattic sociology. These
levels are generally considered as macro/structum@ micro/agency
analyses. The works of many sociological theoriatk within one of

these broad categories. Macro/structure sociolbgiaaalysis is

theoretical attempt to explain social phenomenodeal with society by
the way of examining the entire or substantial esmd structure or
system of society. As Chakravorty’s (2009) expldingheories that
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focused on structure are mainly ‘concerned with hewecieties are
organized, developed and what methods and stratege adopted to
respond to the vagaries of life that also includeiahce and unsocial
element’. According to Babbie (2005) subject oknest for theorists of
macro-structural persuasion may include ‘struggieomg economic
classes in a society, interrelations among majstitirtions in society,
such as government, religion, and family’. Struakdunctionalism and
Conflict theories are examples of macro theorys thacro theory is also
called grand theory.

On the other hand Micro/agency level of theoretizalysis in sociology,
is more concerned with the individual, action-rethievel of analysis.
Theories of this level concentrate on face to fageial interaction to
understand and explain social phenomenon. Thearidsis persuasion
attempt to understand any system such as largermeteporganisations,
educational institutions, churches, hospitals,gmssor even the society at
large from the analysis of everyday human actiond #he meaning
attached to them. This goes without saying thatartilceorists prioritize
individual roles over the structure (ChakravortyO2p in theoretical
explanation of social world. For example, to untierd the institution of
family, micro-theorists explore hoe individuals phaand experience
family life (Macionis 2007) in contrast to macropapach which views
family as a structural system. This level of anglygiews all social
phenomena and institutions from the constructionpsrspective
emphasising meaning and interpretation of individugoerience as they
live their lives. In short, micro sociological thgainderstands society by
asking ‘how interaction in micro context affectsgar social processes’.
Some examples of micro approach to analysis ofabaedrld include
symbolic interactionism, (Egbue 2002).

2.3 Functions of Social Theory

In sociological researches and analysis, just ah@matural sciences, a
theory is used to focused the intellectual attentibthe researcher, to his
chosen area of interest. In every social instihglolevel of analysis,
theories exist as explanatory models of the probld#rat prompted their
emergence. For example F. Engels (1968) talkechefdrigin of the
family; E.B Tylor (1871) theorized on the origin @ligion. Durkheim in
his Elementary forms of religious life also theedson the origin of the
religion. Such theorises exist as rational expianatmodels of the
problems they are believed to address. (Obiajui¥ L9

Theory ensues a hypothesis formulation, acceptadiie assumptions of
any theory must look logically coherent to its adime in any scientific
discipline, there is a need, very often, to veiifthe premises on which
the assumption of a theory is based is worth rgtginThis is important
because of the dynamic nature of social phenomedabg implication
scientific knowledge arising from them. It is impamt because such
societal changes pose new problem and challengéshwieed to be
analysed for enhanced social life to continue.

13
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ITQ
Question

How will you classify levels of sociological anaily3
Feedback

Level of sociological analysis could be classifietler macro or micro
sociological theories or, system versus sociabadtieories

As a tentative statement, usually derived fronmeoty, with a view to

knowing if the assumptions of a theory is wortharg@ng in the light of

the new relevant data, a hypothesis has a reimipreffect on a theory.
Theory suggests a hypothesis. Hypothesis direasnaund to determine
if the hypothesis, a tentative statement, will lseepted or rejected. In
effect, hypothesis is used in verifying a theoadtExplanation of a given
problem example if one theorizes that virus infactiof an operated
patient leads to the patient’s death. It can beriefl that when a doctor
registers increasing rate of unsuccessful opemtitimat such a
development may be out of unsanitary nature of géheironment on

which the surgery has been performed. In this ckgane can

hypothesize, if one want to verify the above thetingt: the more

unhygienic a doctor is while operating on a pattbet higher the rate of
his unsuccessful operations. This guess excludeer dactors likely to

cause the death of such patients (for exampleratke of drug given to

them, paramedical staff working with doctor etche$e are excluded for
they are not covered by the hypothesis.

If the assumption of a theory is correct, it ipested that a hypothesis
derived from such a theory should reinforce theiclogustaining the
theory. Going by the example above, if we clasdifigtors according to
their levels of hygienic condition and watch thdigrs they operate
upon, one will expect those operated upon by urgmigi ones to be
infested by virus and perhaps die as a result. @tier data collected in
the process show the reverse of the expected,yinethesis is rejected.
The rejection spurs further question which makessttientist take to any
of those extraneous variable previously excluded thg rejected
hypothesis. The drug may be the issue of interaist time. If the
hypothesis arising from this guess is affirmed, theory of virus
infection may be modified. This can lead to emecgeof another theory
on the same problem. Scientific knowledge is naiselended. In
criminology, an aspect of sociology, we have biata psychological,
ecological, cultural, economic etc theories of e&inNone of these is
devoid of anomalies.

Theories as a guide to comparative studies, whamolsgists are
interested in comparing human societies, the aiwften to establish a
testable knowledge about them. A theory is indispbte in this regard.
Sociological theories on the development of humacia$ institutions
have their basic assumptions. It is these assungptibat help the
sociologist to classify, systematically arrange pinenomena of interest
to him in two or more societies being comparedthiis way, theories
guiding the comparison process of study can be paedereformed
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reformulated or even rejected. When theories aeel tis classify idee
the essence is often to show a given scientificreomty what is mear
or expected, without a detailed explanation of ghecess or assumpti
of the thecies mentioned. For example, to christen a socistogs ¢
harc-nosed functionalist is indicative that the persam described
perceives social reality from the tradition of cernative sociologist lik
Talcott Parsons, Robert Merton, in a capitalisiial framework. In sucl
societies, progressives or radical are conceptsdteaused to qualif
advocates of collective ownership of the means mfdyction. Sucl
classification schemes do attract state attentiohirsteres

Theories equally assist thociologist to predict trends of events be
studied. When the structural adjustment programras imtroduced i
Nigeria in 1986, opponents of the policy were quizkpoint out that th
policy has never worked in any periphery natiorthaf world. In effct
Nigeria is bound to be worse off taking the poliag a strategy c
development. This prediction has been proved a (@ttiajulu 1997

Box 2.0: The learning point and things to remember in thiglg unit includes

« A sociological theory is a sof ideas that provides an explanation for soc

« Level of sociological analysis could be classifieshder macro or micr
sociological theories or, system versus sociabadtieorie

e Theory ensues a hypothesis formula

Study Session Summary

/o7

In this Study Sessic you have learned that:

* A sociological theory is a set of ideas that pregidar
explanation for human society

Summary « Micro and Macro levels of analysis are the two Is\d analysis
in sociology
» Social theories are functional
Assessment
SAQ 2.1 (tests Learning Outcome 2.
e How will you define Saocial theory?
SAQ 2.2 (tests Learning Outcome 2.
Assessment

Differentiate between micro and macro level ana

SAQ 2.3 (tests Learning Outcome 2.
Mention two functions of socitheory

15‘
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Study Session 3

Structural-Functionalist Perspective

Introduction

In this Study Session, we will discuss the strua-functionalist
perspective. You will highlight the major assump8mf this perspectiv
and ihe major issues this perspective tries toadxgh sociology. Wi
will cap the session with eitique of the perspectiv

Learning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta
3.1 describe structurdlinctional and their major assumptior

3.2 identify the major theorists of this perspective arideir
Outcomes contributions

3.2 point out the basic criticism of the perspective

3.1 Structural-Functionalist Perspective

According to Ritze (2012), in many ways functionalism enjoyed
status of being almost synonymous with sociologpeemlly in the
united state, a hegemony that lasted even until |dte 1950s
Functionalism is no doubt one of the most resilibmories in sociolog
till date. Although it has been variously argued thattheory has wane
in relevance and importance. The proponent of shigem theory we
August Comte (17¢-1857), other proponents include Herbert Spe
(182(-1979), Emile Durkheim (1858-1917), TalcBtrsons (19(-1979),
Functionalism, or Structural Functionalism, or Fhenctionalist paradigr
describes the elements in society that create Issi@hility FOR THE
GREATEST NUMBER OF PEOPLE. This paradigm, like tGenflict
paradigm, is very interestdn the structure of society and how it impe
people's lives. Functionalism compares human sesieto living
organism and maintains that parts work togetheunson to ensur
survival and life, every part of the society mushdtion in harmon
(equilibrium). Take for example, human beings, for anytmdive, the
heart, brain, kidney, liver, legs, intestine, heagks, nails and every ott
part for that matter must perform well and propmrétely to guarante
wellbeing and productivity. Once any these organs does not perfc
well, sickness and even death may occur. For examphe heart doe
not supply blood by ceasing to function, the perdims and people stz
to talk about heart attack or cardiac arrest. Hmesway parts of hume
or living organisms must function harmoniously to ensunival of the
organism. Every part of the society must functiomgreement if socie

17
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would not disintegrate. Society can be describe@ @soup of people
who share a common culture, occupy a particulaitaeeal area and feel
themselves to constitute a unified and distincityrfor society to exist,
unify and make existence and human interactionrtyidiastitutions and

structures are created to that regulate behavietmawoural patterns
through norms and values that must be inculcatedhbysociety and
internalized by members through socialization psecé&ocial structures
are patterned relationships among members that éradered over time,
so they are not arbitrary and can pattern humaiorecto create model
behavioural patterns. For Otite and Ogionwu (20686¢jal structure may
be considered as abstraction based on observattal selationships that
make up society and the social structure is aricaig blend of the
people, institutions and subsystems. These fornbalséc unit of analysis
of functionalism. However, Functionalism sees theia structure as
creating equilibrium or balance. It also descritiesvarious elements of
society that maintain that balance. Families, alit institutions

(politics), education, religion economy are all exdes of social

institutions. Within functionalist framework, thesastitutions must

resonate the norms and values of the society tarenacceptable
behaviour since conformity is esteemed while déwiais considered
inimical to societal survival. As people are bontoi the family, it is

expected to teach the ideals must be inculcatéoeimeligion, education,
economy and so on to prevent snag in the societyh@ socialization

process). Ritzer and Goodman (2003: 229) opined tie primary

concern of functionalism is the large scale sodamstitutions of the

society, the interrelationship and constrainingee$ on actors. For
Abraham (1982:75) functionalism is nothing more pticated than

asking one of the following questions. What streesuare involved?
What functions have resulted? What function talacelin terms of a
given structure?

Similarly according to Olayinka and Olutayo (2013:3similarly, Rex,
(1980:75) considered the claims of functionalismmappear as emphasis
on the importance of the social as distinctionMeein explanation in
terms of the motives of individuals and explanation terms of
requirement of social systems, excluding speculatabout human
motives and has thus appeared to meet the behsstitype of criticism
of sociology; substituting objectivity for subjedty as determinable
factors of human behaviour thus attempting to elate value judgement
from sociology and bringing the fact that socidi@ts do not only have
immediate and isolate consequences but also sytitelmag term ones.
According to the functionalist it is the societythmoulds the individual.
The individual is thus seen to be at the mercyhef $ociety and when
considered within functionalism, it is in relatido the consequences
(functions) of the actions. This is because theceph of function and
functional prerequisites are central to functiosrali One of its basic
premises is that society is structured to do theatgst good for the
greatest number of people. Unfortunately, this perve ignores
minorities and is unable to explain inequality eptc® say that it must
have a social function—it must make society morapsable—simply
because inequality has always existed. Functionaliescribes, analyzes,
and is interested in any social element that masitthe status quo—
keeps things as they are—and maintains social taldetween and
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among all of the institutions of society (the famieducation, religion,
law/politics/government, the economy, medicine, anadlia).

ITQ

Question

a framework for building theory thag¢sseociety as a
complex system whose parts work together to prorsotiarity and
stability

Feedback
Structural-functionalist perspective.

Functionalist view society from the perspectiveitdfeing a system. To
them, society is a system, a combination of sepanaarts or
interconnected parts that together form a wholenti@uing this analogy,
functionalists argued that just as an organismceain basic needs that
must be satisfied if it is to continue to exist.ushsocial institutions such
as the family, state, education, economy and wligilso has basic need
that must be met if they society will continue tase Social institutions
are not seen as an isolated entity rather they uaderstood with
reference to the contribution they make to theesysas a whole. The
basic needs or necessary condition of existencé&rayen as functional
prerequisites of society. Functional prerequiséfers to the strategic,
basic and fundamental conditions or means a someist satisfy to be
considered healthy and surviving and once thesa@renet, the society
is noted to be in danger and may disintegrate awbrbe extinct. A
functionalist for instance may see corruption, emme and execution of
criminals as serving as deterrent for others angs tjustifying the
continuous existence of the supporting institutioliiee the legal
institution due to the function they perform. Henaeven though
corruption is very endemic in Nigeria, and so mather African nations,
to the extent that Nigeria was rated 35th mostuggimation in the world
by The Transparency International (TI) in 2012, dlionalist may still
consider corruption as functional in Nigeria and pegue that anti-
corruption crusade; the establishment and empowernoé anti-
corruption agencies are functional prerequisitebligeria. Just as Davis
and Moore (1967) claimed that all societies hawmesdorm of social
stratification, and George Murdock (1949) mairggirthat the family
exists in every known human society, so did a revemvfunctionalist
Talcott Parsons argue social equilibrium( whichaiés peace, order,
security, protection of lives and property). The@gass of socialization
and social control are fundamental to the equilioriof the social
system. All the parts of the society function fbe tbetterment, upkeep
and promotion of order in the society, and thatoter parts (institutions)
has various roles and functions they play in otdemaintain peace and
solidarity in the society. According to Durkheimimoe or deviance is
normal for any society. Durkheim further stresdweat &ll agents, organs,
structures of the society are functional. Functiisnaviews society as a
system, that is as a set of interconnected partshwiogether forms a
whole. According to Obiajulu (2006). the main asptions of
functionalism can be summarized as being:
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1. The view that the society is a functional unitytemmally
consistent and a harmonious structure which isajed by its
different cultural forms.

2. All routinized social forms, (institutions) have gptive functions
in the society. It is this functions that justifiédeir continued
retention.

3. No society can endure without its established, @tecke and
shared customs, values, material objects and symbol

4. The social system is self-regulating. The societg tis in-built
mechanism for conflict resolution, society resisigid change. It
therefore makes no sense investigating conflishatimony, and
revolutions in the society.

5. The plausibility of teleological reasoning is explag social
events. The end is the cause of the steps towerdsalization
for example social rules like incest taboo exist éoganized
social life to be possible.

ITQ

Question

Which of the following statements are TRUE of stanal functional
theory?

A. Structural functional theory sees society as a ¢exn@and
interconnected machine.

B. Structural functional theory uses a macro-levetmtation.

C. Both “structural functional theory uses a macrelev
orientation” and "sees society as a complex aretaohnected
machine"

D. All of these are true of structural functional theo

E. Structural functional theory is focused on indiatlinteractions
in society.

Feedback
Option C is correct!

3.2 Pillars of Functionalist Thought in Contemporary

20

Sociological Analysis

3.2.1 Talcott Parsons (1902- 1979)

The contributions of Talcott Parsons to functiosraliappear greater than
that of any other functionalist (Olutayo and Ol&#dn2013:34). In the
same vein (Obiajulu 2006:44) confirms the aboveewiss, parson
developed functionalism to its highest level. lefiged by Max Weber's
theory of social action, Parson’s unit of analydisvhat makes for social
order is individual action. He argued that indivaélaction is goal-centre.
Parsons works on functionalism were so great anditeoms that his
name is nearly synonymous with functionalism, eigdgcin American
Sociology. (Olutayo and Olayinka 2013:35). Parsavetbped and
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published his first major work. The structure o€igbaction (1937). The
fundamental goal of Parsons theorising was on dbatification of the
contribution that social organisation and arrangasiemade to the
production and reproduction of social order (Crad@@2 Turner 1998).
His motive was to provide a general (grand) thebat was capable of
accounting for the “smooth”, “harmonious” and “origé existence of
society as against the extent explanation of aakgihilosopher like
Thomas Hobbes’ war of everyone against everyonen&pgs’ survival of
the fittest and everyone to himself/herself, Godue all. He therefore
like other functionalists, hinged his theory onuskonsensus, roles and
expectations within physical and social allowanestitutional normative
regulation to human actions to ensure conformitypugh efficacious
socialisation and internalisation of “agreed” sobcideals. Parsons
functionalism is nothing but an explanation of #uexial institutions as
the cornerstones upon which society rests, the tifumal
interrelationships and how human behaviours areditoned to
exterminate dissent and ensure conformity is thhe tesirable
(functional) as conflict is the antithetical andtrio be tolerated. To
achieve social harmony therefore, roles are creatadl expectations
attached to them as governed by rules (norms) tdkemactions
predictable towards the achievement of the endglidinin the forgoing
is the unwavering desire by Parsons to ensureairef the society. To
achieve this therefore, there are minimum criténet the social system
must satisfy and this is what Parsons called Fanati Prerequisites
(Olutayo and Olayinka 2013:37). Any society thatildonot satisfy these
prerequisite is doomed to disintegration. For Albrai{1982), in Olutayo
and Olayinka 2013:37, for easy analysis, thesetifumalism prerequisite
could be grouped into 3: Functional prerequisitthwespective to the
individual, functional prerequisite with respecttte society (as regards
mechanisms for social control, functional preredgisvith respect to
culture.)

ITQ

Question

Media uses and gratifications are societal.

A. True
B. False

Feedback

Reflect on the two; which sounds more like it existitside of individual
personal choice: functions or uses?

The statement is false because while media uses saogetal,
gratifications are personal choices
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Functional Prerequisite

Parsons viewed society as a system. He arguedirtigatocial change has
four basic functional prerequisites: adaptation,algoattainment,
integration and pattern maintenance. The functigmatequisites given
by parson have come to be popularly known as thengm AGIL, A for
adaptation, G for goal attainment, | for integratend L for latency for
pattern maintenance.

Adaptation: the society must over-power environmental comgsaif it
must survive. A group of people that live in “hdrgmvironment must
device socio-cultural and physical means that ®lsure their survival.
Suitable clothing, shelter, rules, values and ganeehavioural pattern
must be evolved to achieve adaptation. The econonsiitution is often
cited as the institution that performs this rolé tus important to note
that there should be no clear cut or strict instihal allocation of roles in
the AGIL schema as functions may overlap across itiséitutions
depending on the society in question as it relatiés its environment
(Olutayo and Olayinka 2013:37).

Goal attainment: presupposes that every society has goals that lmeus
met to ensure survival. The political institutienthe favoured institution
in the literature for this goal (role) as the goweent especially as
democracy gains ground, is expected to coordinatwitees and set
national agenda through policies. Goal are alstgatdividual families,
entrepreneurs and even within religious bodies asni* societies”
(Olutayo and Olayinka 2013:38). All goals and theainments must be
within the purview of instituted norms, values dads of society.

Integration: Is the need of the social system to ensure haynign

preventing or setting crises emergent in societyis Tprerequisite is
essentially internal as it is basically the cooatiion of activities of the

institutions and the behaviours of the individualensure order, peace
and harmony. Since conflict is unwelcomed in fumedlist societies,

integration thus occupies a vital place among offrerequisites. The
legal institution is the usually acted for the penfiance of this role.
Again the implication for such arbitrary allocatioof roles across
institutions for Africa is strategic integration Africa is far beyond the
legal institution. As a matter of fact, an extrdipiary settlement of
disputes and integration is far more favoured irrio&h traditional

societies and even those who claimed to have detiwed or

democratising.

ITQ

Question

Which of the following is NOT one of Talcott Parst functional
imperatives?

A. adaptation

B. integration

C. goal attainment
D. personality system



Study Session 3 Structural-Functionalist Perspective

Feedback

Parson’s functional imperative are three: adaptafidegration and goal
attainment.

Latency or Pattern Maintenance

This is the sustenance and maintenance of valubsi@ms of society.
Basic norms that maintain and regulate behaviousadciety are to be
maintained and preserved to have a clear understpiod expectations
among members. This is primarily achieved throungiadization the life
long process of inculcation of norms and values members (Olutayo
and Olayinka 2013:37). According to Obiajulu, (2pOfunctional
prerequisites are performed by major institutioristhee society. The
economic institution of society helps every sociptpduce goods and
services. If it does not do this, society may natvive. The political
organisation moderate how the society pursuesictinj goals, interests
and values. Through the legal institution, the atycimoderates and
resolves conflict. This helps existing norms tad&gpected, and for social
life to continue. Cherished societal values belafs also being handed
down from one generation to another for the sodietgo on. Agents of
socialization like the family, school, the churckrform these roles
(Obajulu 2006).

Olutayo and Olayinka, further opined that Parsorfiamctionalism has
been rated to be about the most influence for bauialysis within
functionalism, it has also been subjected to camalle criticism both
for its content and style of expression (Crow 20@%)Olutayo and
Olayinka 2013:39. His notion of moving equilibriumardly explains the
nature of change and conflict. Parsons is alsotyguif extreme
abstraction, normative and over-ambition with nopgiocal usefulness
making it useless for pragmatic sociology (Crow 20Mlills 1959) in
Olutayo and Olayinka 2013:40. Totalizing theorieghaut cultural
specificity is today becoming very unpopular as teowporary social
dynamics have proved the worth of culturally specéxplanations of
social issues. Talcott also worked on pattern béega A and B.
According to Parsons, with the expectation of fgmiife, pattern
variables A are typical simple societies; and patta@riable B are typical
of advanced and industrial societies. Social chahgeefore requires a
movement towards the adoption of pattern variahld&son accepted
that pattern variables A will not disappear cormgieeven in the most
advanced societies.

Parsons Pattern Variable

Parsons identified two sets of cultural values, clvhihe called pattern
variable. Variable A and B. These pattern varialgessist of the ways
that society answers basic questions such as ‘Howld reward be
allocated to individuals?’ and ‘should membersaifisty look after their
own interests or those of the social groups to whiey belong?’ The
two set of variables are summarized in table 1.ofgding to Parsons,
with the exception of family life, pattern variabdeare typical of simple
societies; and pattern variable B are typical ofamted industrial
societies. Social change therefore requires a memerntowards the
adoption of pattern variable B. If a society fadsdo this it will stagnant,
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for pattern variable A stop a society from devehgpiFor example, in the
traditional Hindu caste system a person’s roleociety was ascribed at

birth. This prevented the most

able individualsnfrdilling the most

important social roles. The caste system therafaant that society was
not run efficiently and social progress was helckba

Parsons accepted that pattern variable A will risambear completely

even in the most advanced socie

ties. They arenegtawithin the family,

because they provide emotional security that isesssry for the

successful socialization of childre

n.

Table 1: Talcott Parsons Pattern Variable A and B

Pattern Variable A

Pattern Variable B

Ascription

Status is ascribed; it is determin
by the type of family into which
person is born.

Achievement

eBtatus is achieved through
aperson’s own efforts: for exampl
through hard work.

D

Diffuseness

People enter into relationship wi
others to satisfy a large range

between mother and child.

Specifity
tiPeople enter into relationship wi

a customer and shopkeeper.

adther to satisfy particular needs: for
needs: for example, the relationshipxample, the relationship betwe

th

en

Particularism

Individuals are differently towardsindividuals act
particular people: for example, theyiniversal principles: for examplg

are loyal to their family but not t
strangers.

Universalism
according t
peveryone is equal before the Ia

so a policewoman would arrest h
husband if necessary.

Affectivity

Gratification is immediate. Peop
act to gratify their desires as so
as possible.

Effective Neutrality

eGratification is deferred: fo
paxample, saving money to put
deposit on a house in the future.

Collective Orientation

People put the interest of the socideople pursue their own intere

groups to which they belong befo
their own interests.

Self-Orientation

réirst, rather than those of the soc
groups to which they belong.

’Ae]
®=-

2St
al

Source: Haralambos and Holborn (2008:861).

Value Consensus

Value consensus forms the fund

amental integratmiple in society.

If members are committed to the same value, thélytend to share a
common identity, which provides a basis for unityl @ooperation. From
shared values derive common goals. Values provigienaral conception
of what is desirable and worthwhile. Goals prowuitieection in specific
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situations. Roles provide the means whereby valhmd goals are
translated into action. A social institution comsisf a combination of
roles. For instance, a business firm is made wprimber of specialized
roles which combine to further the goals of theaoigation. Parsons
further opined that the content of roles is streediuin terms of norms,
which define the rights and obligations applicaibleeach particular role.
Norms can be seen as specific expressions of valbes the norms that
structure the roles of the manager, accountanineeg and shop-floor
worker owe their content partly to the value of rammic productivity.
Norms tend to ensure that role behaviour is stalizlzal, most general
level-the central value system —to the most speeffiormative conduct-
the social system is infused with common valuess plovides the basis
for social order.

ITQ

Question

Parsons argued that was the majalinginforce
between various elements of the social world.

A. society

B. the economy

C. the fiduciary system
D. culture

Feedback
You are right to point out “culture”.

Social Equilibrium

The importance Parsons placed on value consendusrieto state that
the main task of sociology is to analyse the ‘tofittnalization of

patterns of value orientation in social system.” aWhvalues are
institutionalized and behaviour is structured imte of them, the result is
a stable system. A state of ‘social equilibrium’aitained, the various
parts of the system being in a state of balanceoring to Parsons, the
two main ways in which social equilibrium is mainid. The first

involves ‘socialization’, by means of which socistyvalues are

transmitted from one generation to the next andrimalized to form an
integral part of individual personalities. Familynda educational

institutions are the major social institutions m@sgible for this function.

Social equilibrium is also maintained by the vasiomechanisms of
social control which discourage deviance and tonta@ order in the
system. The process of socialization and socidrobare fundamental to
the equilibrium of the social system and thereforerder in society.

ITQ

Question

For Parsons, the process hapedsture that an
actor's pursuit of his/lher own interests also e interests of the
system as a whole.

A. social control
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B. exploitation
C. socialization
D. role

Feedback
The answer is socialization

3.2.2 Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)

Durkheim was interested on the variables that er#sisocial order, or
what he called social solidarity and social différation. He attributed
the existence of social order to a mythical foree dhristened Social
facts. For him social facts includes: beliefs, nerwalues, conventions,
mores as created and shared in any society. Acaprth Obiajulu
(2006), social facts to Durkheim is external to theéividual, general to
the society and constrains man expressing his \iride “Society is
external to the individuals and exerts constraingrohim. Social
institutions confront the individual, not merely @s external facts, which
he must take account of in his actions but als@asstraining forces
which impose themselves upon him irrespective af ihdividual free
will". According to Giddens(1977:293), Durkheim apd that social
order arises when social facts constrains the iddals and when
deviance is punished. He advocated two ways ofa@iply social facts
as being determining the causal factors or origind determining its
usefulness to the society. In his rules of socickigmethod, Durkheim
demonstrated how social facts can be studied throempiricism
(Obiajulu 2006).

Durkheim saw social differentiation as arising froan increase in
population of a society or what he called Moralsign Such an increase
for him necessitates division of labour and rolecsalization in the
society. This is the basic of his conceptual caieggbon of human
societies into Mechanical-Organic Solidarity Contim. The later is
more differentiated than the former in terms oflesf socio-institutional
development, out of increasing moral density.

To Durkheim, mechanical solidarity society is alagke in which
everybody knows everybody by a matter of a fackte contact. In this
type of society the general consciousness is suprdime rules and the
punishment are harsh and include ostracizatioret@n the not-so-big
offences. There are practically little or no digisiof labour. The same
individual is a farmer, a carpenter, a mason tddbhis own house, a
wine-tapper and a trader to sell the little produwafthis farm. In this type
of societal solidarity many things are controllaccommon. for example,
children are our children, wife is our wife. Indhiype of society there is
a communal mentality known as mechanical solidamigntality.

Organic solidarity: stage of evolution can be comagdao our township,
urban or city society. In this stage the generahrmon level of division
of labour and specialization whereby an individisah specialist in one
or two types of labour. Thus, you have the tradeo v8 not a mason, or a
manson who knows nothing about tailoring etc. Aggmn between
individuals is on the volutaristic level. Thereinigreasing atomization in
relationship. Durkheim proposed the processes ofuden of society.
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The mechanical solidarity evolves into the orgdnjidhe creation of four
densities:

1. Geographic density: Whereby the geographic areagdense;
by the creation of buildings, roads, markets angesuarkets,
increased transportation system and so on.

2. Population density: Whereby the population becomes
heterogeneous through immigration. People fromrdereareas
live in the geo-political area; society becomes turally
pluralistic.

3. Communication density: Whereby there is increasimeans of
communication and increasing possibility of selexti
opportunity as to whom to communicate with, as geploto the
compulsory communication of the mechanical soligigwillage)
type

4. Moral density: Under this there is increase in frdwice of
compliance to the norms, rules and regulationshef gociety.
There is increasing diversity of moral codes armb aelective
obedience and alternative obedience to them in dinaespace.

For Emile Durkheim society is greater than the sirits parts. As soon
as individuals come together on permanent basienargl conscience is
created which hangs over the individual wherevegdes in that society.
Emile Durkheim was a sociologist of social solitiariHis other

contribution include the work on suicide. Suicidaifactor of the society
and the individuals solidarity with the society. €f@ is the altruistic
suicide, egoistic suicide and anomic suicide amdDiarkheim suicide is

seen as resulting from the breakdown of societyesiveness and the
normative factors of society.

ITQ

Question

What was Emile Durkheim's key insight on suicide?

A. That suicide is an individual phenomenon and iseuiagten for
personal reasons

B. That suicide has a social basis when looked atctblely

C. That some groups never commit suicide

D. That structural functional theory is correct

Feedback

» Suicide has a social basis when looked at collelgtiv

3.2.3 Robert K. Merton (1968)

Merton’s main contribution is the elaborate ideoéfion and discussion
of the 3 major short comings in functionalism whiahreferred to as the
notion of functional unity, universal functionalisand indispensability.

Functional Unity: The first postulate holds that every elementaciety
contributes to the healthy existence of the socieyy working in
accordance with others. That is, for any artefadhstitution to be in any
society at any point in time means it serves a gaep This premise is
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predicated upon the organism analogy which sersgheamain frame of
functionalism. For example, the postulates maintaét for poverty to be
present, or even endemic, in a society suggesdtét kanecessary for the
maintenance and existence of the society in queskor Merton this
assumption is fundamentally flawed as artefactsstitutions or even
values do not serve equal purpose for societieseameth members of
same society and complex industrialised developindustrializing
societies pose a challenge to such assumptiongeagsts and artefacts
become ‘arrow of God’ through which different greuperpetuate selves
interests. Therefore from the poverty example apdvwmay be asked to
whom is poverty a problem in a society known to ehgenty of
resources? How is it perpetuated? Why are therempts at its
eradication? It is against this background thattbtesuggested empirical
investigation of the dynamics of functional unigthrer than assuring that
it exists a prior

Universal Functionalism: Is that every existing social and cultural
element serves a positive purpose which accountbéir existence. This
postulate, like others has been subject of coreiderattack which is
why Merton ‘endured’ its reformation. Events in i&fx, especially with
its weak and political system negate such progsiti its entirety. Quiet
a lot of parastatals, behavioural patterns or ewstitutions exist in these
societies with little ‘positive’ usefulness to tlseciety as a whole but
only for the interest of a cabal. Examples abound torruption,
unemployment, rigging of election and influx of wergization are cases
in point.

Indispensability: Which states that some institutions, norms, esland

behavioural patterns are so basic and fundamemtiei functions they
perform in society that they cannot be jettisonede(looked) in other

words, their absence means social disintegratickingahem functional

prerequisites. This assumption is equally rejedbgd Merton as he

believed that a particular institution, for exampleay perform so many
roles while same roles may have more uses thamvbigh may cushion

the effects of dispensed institution(s). Olutaya @layinka (2013:43)

To account for the intricacy in the practicalitytbé 3 postulates in social
analysis, Merton suggested the concepts of funaticalternatives,

functional equilibrium, functional substitutes, @tions, dysfunctions,
latent and manifest function.

Latent and Manifest Functions

Merton further distinguished between manifest aaterit functions.
Manifest functions are those known to, and intenlgdthe participants
in a specific type of social activity. Latent fuinets are consequences of
that activity of which participants are unawareiaitio. For example a
student of University of Ibadan had a manifest fiomcof coming to U.I
to acquire knowledge in order to eke out a livintjle on the process of
studying in U.l the student may fall in love whietay result in marriage.
Marriage was the latent function while studying wde manifest
function.

Another major preoccupation of Merton’s functiosali is of social
change. Merton gave his popular anomie theory tplagx internal
nuances and contradictions that may propel chamgeéiety. Once a
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society has goals and the means predicated upteredifial access to
means is bound to elicit differing responses frommbers of society.
Some will conform, some will innovate, others wiltualized, some
retreat while others will rebel.

ITQ

Question

Robert Merton used the concept of dysfunction ta déth:

A. the negative consequences of social facts.
B. deviance on the part of an individual.

C. revolution and political change.

D. monopolies and markets.

Feedback
A. the negative consequences of social facts.

3.2.4 The Structural Functionalist Perspective’s
Explanation of Socialization

Talcott Parsons a functionalist saw socializatisvital to the process by
which a value consensus is produced in societyoudir socialization in
the individual internalizes society’s values, tHegcome part of his or
personality. Through this process individuals takesociety’s culture,
making their behaviour largely predictable, and tdbaoting to social
order. The creation and maintenance of a valusestus allows society
to meet basic needs (What the functionalists -calfedctional
prerequisites, such as the need for common cultoire pattern
maintenance). The socialization process is coeréoreing us to accept
to the values and norms of society.

The values and norms of society are agreed upoallbgnembers of
society because there is a “social contract” irratfivhich protects us
from one another and keeps society stable and dedariPeople follow
and accept the values and norms of society in doderaintain their own
safety as well as maintaining the social order.ckianalist perspectives
tend to see socialization as an entirely positivecgss. Through
socialization the individual becomes a competentd aonforming

member of society, and this benefits society asialev

ITQ

Question

Which of the following would NOT be considered @isbfact?

A. The laws of society

B. Robert Merton

C. Capitalism as the economic system of society
D. Cultural norms

Feedback
 B. Robert Merton
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3.3 Structural Functionalist Perspective’s
Explanation

3.3.1 The Structural Functionalist Perspective’s
Explanation of the Social Structure

The social structure exists in time and space, bgative/external,

concrete, coercive. And relatively static. Membefssociety see the
social structure as legitimate (acceptable and wmgrlproperly) and

therefore strive to maintain that social structurkegitimation

(acceptability) maintains social equilibrium or date which maintains
the status quo. The structure itself creates cansenThe social structure
is stable

3.3.2 The Structural Functionalist Perspective’s
Explanation of Bureaucracies

The bureaucracy exists to serve the needs of godieée bureaucracy
provides for the economic and social needs of agoand helps to

maintain social stability. The bureaucracy is a anajharacteristic of

large-scale industrial societies. The bureaucradpe response to large-
scale formal organizations.

3.3.3 The Structural Functionalist Perspective’s
Explanation of Deviance

Functionalist theorists see crime and devianceltregurom structural
tensions and a lack of moral regulation within etgci If the aspirations
held by individuals and groups in society do nahcme with available
rewards, this disparity between desires and fulfiltrwill be felt in the
deviant motivations of some of its members. Durikhsaw crime and
deviance as social fact; he believed both them doinevitable and
necessary elements in modern societies. Devianaésdsnecessary for
society, according to Durkheim; it fulfils two imgant functions. First,
deviance has an adaptive function. By introducirgw nideas and
challenges into society, deviance is an innovatoree. It brings about
change. Second, deviance promotes boundary mandenhetween
“good” and “bad” behaviour in the society. Deviangg usually
dysfunctional for society and arises from condiiaf anomie. Deviance
may be functional for society because it may bahgut necessary social
change. Deviance is integral to human societievidbDee exists in all
societies, and all societies create institutiomalimethods of preventing
and punishing deviance.

3.3.4 The Structural Functionalist Perspective’s
Explanation of Inequality

Inequality is less widespread than the Conflictiebe. Inequality, in
general, is functional for society because it edges competition which
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serves as an incentive for people to attempt otoghe top. Inequality,
overall, is highly dysfunctional for society becausfails to permit large
groups of people from competing for the goods d@liedg. Inequality is
always functional (adaptive) for some segments otiety and
dysfunctional (non-adaptive) for others.

ITQ

Question

is a zoomed out look at the Isstrizctures and
institutions that shape society.

Feedback
Macro-level Orientation

3.3.5 The Structural Functionalist Perspective’s
Explanation of the Family

The family creates well-integrated members of dgciend teaches
culture to the new members of society. The familgvigles important
ascribed statuses such as social class and eyhtuigiew members. The
family regulates sexual activity. Family is respbies for social
replacement by reproducing new members, to replaal/iing members.
Family gives individuals property rights and al$foals the assignment
and maintenance of kinship order. Families offetemial and emotional
security and provide care and support for the iddizls who need to be
taken care of.

3.3.6 The Structural Functionalist Perspective’s
Explanation of Education

According to the Functionalists education enhartes operation and
stability of society by systematically teachingtaer cognitive skills and
knowledge, and transmitting these skills and kndgée from one

generation to the next generation. Education haerak manifest and
latent functions for society. Cultural transmissipasses cultures from
one generation to the next and established socihles are taught
thoroughly. Education also serves to enhance soaial -cultural

integration in society by bringing together peofilem diverse social
backgrounds so that they share widespread sogmriexces and thus
acquire commonly held societal norms, attitudestzeiiefs.

3.3.7 The Structural Functionalist Perspective’s
Explanation of Religion

The functionalist perspective examines religiontémms of society’s
needs. Functionalist analysis is primarily concdrmith the contribution
religion makes to meeting those needs. From funalist perspective,
society requires a certain degree of social satidaralue consensus, and
harmony and integration between its parts. Thetfonof religion is the
contribution it makes to meeting such functionakrpguisites- for
example its contribution to social solidarity. Rgdn (along with the
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family and law) serves to legitimate (make accedpdalthe social

structure of any given society. Religion (alonghnibe family and law)

helps to maintain social stability and balance bding people to the
normative aspects of their society. Religion (alevith law) provides a
system of behavioural guidelines for society. Deikin saw religion as
the conscience of society and held that religiomas’s relationship with
the sacred. Religion plays very important role dociety; such as being
the catalyst for social stability.

3.3.8 The Structural Functionalist Perspective’s
Explanation of Social change

Functionalism has often been criticized for failtogprovide an adequate
explanation for social change. If the system iequilibrium, with its
various parts contributing towards order and sitgthik is difficult to see
how it changes. Parsons approached this problenargying that in
practice, no social system is in a perfect statequiilibrium, although a
certain degree of equilibrium is essential for $kievival of societies. The
process of social change can therefore be pictiasda moving
equilibrium. The adaptation, goal attainment, indign and pattern
maintenance are interrelated; a change in one thdtefore produce
response in the others. Once a disturbance hasibgeduced into an
equilibrated system there will tend to be a reactio this disturbance,
which tends to restore the system of equilibriutisTreaction will lead
to some degree of change, however small, in theemyss a whole.
Although social systems never attain complete diiiim, they tend
towards this state. Social change can thereforesdmn as ‘moving
equilibrium’.

ITQ

Question

Concepts such as latent and manifest functiongiedisas unanticipated
conseguences, help Merton establish which of thewWong points?

A. that actors have little agency in structural fuocéilism

B. that not every structure plays a purely positivection

C. that order is produced by a one-to-one ratio of ifeah and
latent functions

D. that exploitation may be latent or manifest withanticipated
consequences

Feedback

* Option B is the valid answer here.
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3.4 Functionalism: A Critique

ITQ

Question

How will you define social function?
Feedback

Social function is an act that contributes to thaintenance of a
structure.

As popular and resilient as functionalism is witkiociology, it appears
the most vulnerable to critism( Olutayo and Olawr2013). A common
criticism of functionalism is the emphasis on vatmmsensus. That is a
universal agreement and general interest exist gmmambers of society
as to what dominant value is and this forms theisba$ societal
integration. Teleological proposition also ranksyvkigh on the scale of
criticisms against functionalism. Functionalists imi@ned that an
institution or element to subsist in any given sbgcit must attest to its
functional utility, which is not practicable in thsociety. Another
criticism which sees functionalism as determinisfibat human beings
are reduced to robots without control over thetroms except as codified
by the society even when society is nothing bughstraction and can
only be a point of reference in relation to humaticas.

Functionalism is also guilty of ambiguous concemsandness and
speculative untestability concepts like ‘systenstructure’, ‘functions’,

‘consensus’, and ‘integration’ for example are aften loosely defined
even among functionalists themselves and largelyjneasurable. For
Giddens (1996), system and structure appear clogially in the

literature of structural functionalism and neitherspecific to it. The

capability of explaining change within functionatis has been a
contentious issue over time. While critics are logé pinion that the
concept of the value consensus and moving equilibmegate change,
merton’s strand punches a big hole in this criticis

ITQ

Question
Which of the following is NOT a criticism of strugtal functionalism?

A. ltis ahistorical.

B. It cannot deal with the process of social change.

C. It focuses too narrowly on the micro, behaviouravel of
analysis.

D. It does not deal with conflict.

Feedback
All the options except “C” are criticism againstusttural functionalism.
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Box 3.0:The learning point and things to remember in study unit include:

Functionalism emphasizes the importance of mconsensusn
maintaining order and stability in society and fiimicalist see th
society as a system with different pe

According to Parsons to ensure survival of theetgdhere re
minimum that the social system must satisfy anddiled
functional prerequisites.

Durkheim attributed the existence of social ordetaaa mythica
force he christenesocial facts

Merton distinguished betwedatent andmanifest functions

Functionaism has been criticised for overemphasis on v
consensus

Study Session Summary

/o7

Summary

In this Study Sessiolyou have learned that:

1. The Functionalist paradigm describes society ablestanc
describes all of the various mechanisms that mairgacial
stability.

2. Functionalism argues that the social structureesponsible fo
all stability and instability, and that that thecsd sructure is
continuously attempting to maintain social equilibt (balance
among all of the components of society.

3. The Functionalist paradigm does a very good jokxgflaining
the ways in which the institutions of society (tfi@mily,
education, religion law/politics/government, the econon
medicine, media) work together to create sociaidadty (a
social contract in which society as a whole agtesm the rule
of social behavior and agrees, more or less, tdeaby thost
rules) and to maintain balance in society.

4. Parson’s functional prerequisite is representedhtsy AGIL
mode

5. Merton distinguished between manifest and latemictions.
Manifest functions and latent functions. Manifeghdtions are
those known to, and intended by, the particif in a specific
type of social activity, while latent functions atensequence
of that activity of which participants are unawateinitio




Study Session 3 Structural-Functionalist Perspective

Assessment

Q)

Assessment

SAQ 3.1 (tests Learning Outcome.1)

What are the major assumptions of functional

SAQ 3.2 (tests Learning Outcome.2)

Outline the major modern functionalist theoristd éimeir contribution.
SAQ 3.3 (tests Learning Outcome.3)

Mention 2 criticisms of functionalist thec

Bibliography
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functionalis-perspective-in-sociology

https://www.boundless.com/sociology/textbooks/bdess-sociology-
textbook/devianc-social-control-and-crime-7/themctionalis-
perspectiv-on-deviance-62/the-functionaliperspectiv-on-deviance-
374-1779/
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Study Session 4

Conflict Perspective

Introduction

In this Study Session, you will explore anotherspective and its maj
assumptions: conflict perspective. You will discossthe major theoris
of this perspective and their contributions. Yoll aiso examine variou
criticism marshalled against s perspective.

Learning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta
4.1 discuss conflict perspective andritgjor assumptions

4.2 identify the major theorists of this perspective athgbir
Outcomes contributions

4.3 outline the basicriticism of the perspecti

4.1 Overview of Conflict Perspective

Conflict theory offers a radical alternative to €tionalism. The
sociologists of the 1950s showed little concerrihi® subject (conflict
and when they treated it at all, it was to dismisriefly as a purel
disruptive phenomenon. It was during tl1970s that it becorr
increasingly influential as a result of the follagireasor

a) The decline in functionalism

b) The ability to provide answers which functionalidailed to
provide

c) It was more in keeping with the tenor and moodheftimes

Karl Marx (1818-1883) suggested that social behavior could bestbe
as the process of conflict: the attempt to domirmteers and to avol
being dominated. Marx focused primarily on the ggie among
economic classes. Specifically, he examined the cagytalism roduced
the oppression of workers by the owners of indugigrx’s interest ir
this topic did not end with analytical study: Hesnalso ideologicall
committed to restructuring economic relations td &me oppression |
observed. The conflict paradigrs not limited to economic analys
Georg Simmel (18:-1918) was particularly interested in sr-scale
conflict, in contrast to the class struggle thaerested Marx. Simmt
noted, for example, that conflicts among membera tightly knit grouy.
tendec to be more intense than those among people whaatichare
feelings of belonging and intimacy. Karl Marx anddege Simmel wer
the two German sociologists that wrote on the eonflerspective. Mar
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argued that the nature of society is based upatisomy and that class
conflict is inevitable in all capitalist and comipiein, treating the latter as
an indirect form of conflict. Other modern conflibeorists are C. Wright
Mills, Ralph Dahrendorf and Lewis Coser. They beyael Marx’s views
to include conflict among segments of a societyeylldo not limit
themselves to economic determinism and class cbnflo them conflict
is pervasive. It exists between republican and deats, unions and
management, industrialists and environmentalisd sm on. Conflict
theory perspective starts its analysis with a aaitiexamination of the
social order. Rather than identify or support theition of functionalists
that value consensus propels social order, theyeangstead that it is
force and constraint that hold society togethatteéd, it was Dahrendorf
who in 1958 called a reorientation of sociologicalalysis from a
preoccupied with social order, consensus and harnmrmexploring the
pervasive issues of conflict. Conflict theory reeisgs that conflict is
ubiquitous in social life. Conflict theorists emgise the importance of
interests generated various types of conflict asnabaspects of social
life, rather than abnormal or dysfunctional occnoes.

ITQ

Question (True / False)

The dominant approach among structural functiotsailéssmacro analysis
approach, while conflict sociologists analyze stycigsing the societal
functionalism.

Feedback

False! It's the other way round. The dominant appho among
structural functionalists is societal functionalisponflict sociologists
analyze society using the macro analysis approach.

Marx had shown eloquently how these conflicts hamestallised into
two antagonistic classes in modern society the demisie, expropriator,
oppressor or the capitalist on one hand, and tlodetariat, worker,
expropriated and oppressed on the other. He alswegh that class
struggle characterise preceding societies, andtlieste entire struggle
characterised revolve around the economy. Insidex®lapowerful
methodological tool-the dialectical method which lkothed with
materialism, he showed how a given ruling classctithie categorized as
affirmation or thesis, and how that mode of proaurctvill bear fruit that
will arise to contradict it. This, Marx represeats antithesis or negation.
In Marx’s view, the inevitable clash between thesik and anti-thesis
will culminate into a higher social order called#yesis or reconciliation,
which off course starts the whole process all agin.

Dahrendorf, another conflict theorist disagreedtgly with the primacy
given to the economy by Marx. Dahrendorf was manelined to
accepting authority, the exercise of authority ackl of it as the
explanatory variable behind conflict. He used fdrroeganisations or
what he called imperatively coordinated associatiéo justify his
assertions. Conflict theory contends that peoptecanstrained by their
position and unequal distribution of advantage lo@ behaviour of an
individual, such as unequal amounts of power, Weatid prestige. These
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advantaged groups enjoy certain power, privileges@estige, and thus
fight to ensure the enslavement of the dominatetisadvantaged group.
For instance the rich are externally in oppositothe poor, men versus
women, in ethnic or Apartheid South Africa, the Yéhipitched against
the black, in countries that have malignant etlyitike Rwanda, the
Tustsis, against the Hutus. Typically, those ondtrjve to protect their
privileges, societies disadvantaged counter bymgitig to gain more
resource for themselves. The conflict perspectige therefore a
framework for building theory that envisages sqgcias an arena of
inequality that generated conflict and change.

Conflict theory showed how the disadvantaged gragosinued, through

deft manipulation of the social structure, to useirt power to shape the
workers religious beliefs, leisure activities anonsumer preferences.
This scenario would implant in the proletariat asse of false security
which Marxists call false consciousness, makingwibekers believe that
all is well, and that potentials exist for theirgrovement if they work

harder. In this way, misleading cultural orientatigill make them not to

take their fate in their hands postponing the @ail. Marx believed that a
time will come when workers will regain true corsginess out of
certain objective realities, and revolt against gx¢ent order. Such a
revolution may lead to seizing the reigns of gowaental apparatus, and
use it thereafter to change the inhibiting, disanaiory social structure.

Conformity theory captures the dynamic nature dfiaolife. Unlike
functionalists, they give primarily attention tocg change. Change like
conflict is universal and pervasive. Change howévaot accidental, but
arises from the unending clash between the classek,ts resolution.
However, their guiding assumptions can easily binmad using Marx’s
account of class conflict.

4.2 Major Theorists of Conflict Perspective and Their

38

Contributions

4.2.1 Karl Marx (1818-1883) and Conflict Theory

The ideas of Karl Marx contrast sharply with tha$¢he Functionalists,
but like them, he sought to explain the changethénsociety that took
place over the time of the industrial revolutionh&4 he was a young
man, Marx’s political activities brought him intoomflict with the
German authorities; after a brief stay in Franeeséttled permanently in
exile in Britain. Marx’s view was founded on what tcalled the
materialist conception of history. According to wieit is not ideas or
values human beings hold that are the main sowrfcescial change, as
Durkheim claimed. Rather, social change is promppednarily by
economic influences. The conflicts between clasisesrich versus the
poor-provide the motivation for historical develogmh of capitalism.
Capitalism is a system of production that contrastdically with
previous economic systems in history, involvingta®es the production
of goods and services sold to a wide range of goasst Those who own
capital, or factories or machines, and large sumtmaiiey, form a ruling
class. The mass of the population make up a claas@e workers, or a
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working class, who do not own means of their livetid but must find

employment provided by other owners of capital. i@dipm is thus a

class system in which conflict between classes isommonplace

occurrence because it is in the interests of thieglass to exploit the

working class and in the interest of the workersdek to overcome that
exploitation.

According to Marx, in the future capitalism will b&upplanted by a
society in which there are no classes-no divisietwben rich and poor.
He didn't mean by this that all inequalities betweeadividuals will
disappear. Rather, societies will no longer bet §pido a small class that
monopolizes economic and political power and tihhgedamass of people
who benefit little from the wealth their workerseates. The economic
system will come under communal ownership, and eeregual society
than we know at the present will be establishedixMavork had a far-
reaching effect on the twentieth century world. iUrgcently, before the
fall of soviet communism, more than a third of tharth’s population
lived in societies whose government claimed towdetheir inspiration
from Marx’s ideas. In addition, many sociologisesvé been influenced
by Marx’s ideas about class divisions.

The Conflict paradigm describes the inequalitieg gxist in all societies
around the globe. Conflict is particularly inteezbsin the inequalities that
exist based on all of the various aspects of mastatus—race or
ethnicity, sex or gender, age, religion, abilitydisability, and SES. SES
is an abbreviation of socioeconomic status andomsised of the
combined effects of income, education, and occapattvery society is
plagued by inequality based on social differenaesreg the dominant
group and all of the other groups in society, adicgy to the Conflict
paradigm. When we are analyzing any element ofegspdrom this
perspective, we need to look at the structureseaftlv, power, and status
and the ways in which those structures maintainsth@al, economic,
political, and coercive power of one group at tkpemse of all other
groups.

Dialectics: The basic assumption of dialecticsastadiction. The law of
opposites. Marx posited that in societies are iahercontradictions
capable of and necessary for social change andlagewent. Marx,
together with Engels, started his dialectics fromc@mprehensive
erudition of Hegel's and concluded that though Hiegedialectics was
the greatest achievement of classical German miplgs It was
insufficient to for the explanation of change irciety. That is, while
Hegel placed contradiction in ideas and thoughtgse as necessary and
sufficient factors in occurrence of change in siygidarx believed that
in the material base. Thus, the assumption thaenmaatcondition are
fundamental in that they are constitutive of apexgs of social, political,
philosophical, ideological, history. The materialsk being primarily the
economy, upon which every other substructure rastentradiction in it
necessary propels change. Thus the conception ok'd/dialectics as
dialectical materialism due to its emphasis on nwtdase of society,
economy is contradistinction from Hegelian dialestiwhich was
predicated on ideas or philosophies.
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According Olayinka and Olutayo 2013, ‘dialecticaterialism became a
general ontology of nature, history, and thought #mabled its adherents
to discover the laws behind the phenomena '. Thenpimena are the
processes of change which Marx sought to explagebtics, as used by
Marx, is thus handed down to social scientists, a®yelopment
practitioners as a tool for investigating the ceudd history through
systematisation of strategic dialectical underauserather than that
which is ‘known’, ‘obvious,’ ‘given’, and ‘acceptéd in the community
of ‘scientists’. Economic determinism considers theconomic
substructure of means of labour to be of paramdompuortance in
determining the systems, and so forth. Against Itlaiskground, it holds
that the holders of economic powers hold every roth@wver in the
society and can affect any policy and change nacg$ésr the sustenance
of their interests. A change in the economic syskeads to change in
every other substructure of society. Change in iBpecnode of
production is set in motion through the satisfattdd human basic needs
by acting on nature (Olutayo 2002). The essencéMaifx’s implicit
economic determinism was to give the basis of etgilon of man by
man. The logic is that once the bourgeoisie morispdhe economic
machinery, they use it to acquire power, maniputatigion, ideas and
the conception of morality in society. When thisd@ne, the proletariat
are consequently kept in perpetual servitude ptavgimmminent change.

ITQ

Question

Karl Marx defined the proletariat and the bourgeocsasses as:

A. Workers and the owners in a capitalist society

B. Socialists and feudalists in different time periods
C. Robots and factory workers in the Industrial Retiotu
D. Rural and urban landholders

Feedback

» Karl Marx defined the proletariat as workers anel lourgeoisie
classes as owners in a capitalist society.

4.2.2 Ralf Dahrendorf: Power and Dialectical Change
(1959-)

We move now to Ralf Dahrendorf's theory of powed atlialectical
change. Dahrendorf sees conflict as universallysge in all human
relations. But Dahrendorf doesn’t see the inevitsodf conflict as part
of human nature; he sees it, rather, as a nornmabpaow we structure
society and create social order. In this senserddaorf is concerned
with the same issue as Talcott Parsons: How isakocder achieved?
However, rather than assuming collective agreemleotit norms, values,
and social positions, as Parsons does, Dahrendprés that it is power
that both defines and enforces the guiding priesigif society.

Dahrendorf sees the interests of power and clastichotomous terms:
you either can wield legitimated power or you caNow that I've said
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that, | need to qualify it. Remember that Dahrehdmlls the social
relationships organized around legitimated power peratively

coordinated associations. One of the ideas imghethe term is that
social relations are embedded within a hierarchguwshority. What this
means is that most people are sandwiched in betweesr relations.
That is, they exercise power over some and aresblews subject to the
authority of those above them. However, this idsa @oints out that
embedded within this hierarchy of power are dichwios sets of
interests.

Associated primarily with the work of conflict thep Dahrendorf arose
primarily as a reaction against structural funciitsm and in many ways
represents its antithesis. Where structural funefiem sees a near
harmony of purpose from norms and values, conftlitory sees
coercion, domination, and power. Dahrendorf sawh btiteories as
addressing different situations, depending uponfdiceils of the study.
According to Dahrendorf, functionalism is usefulr fanderstanding
consensus while conflict theory is appropriate fnderstanding conflict
and coercion.

For Dahrendorf the distribution of authority wagey to understanding
social conflict. Authority is located not within ggle but within various
positions. Authority is created by the expectatmincertain types of
action associated with particular positions, ingligdsubordination of
others and subordination to others. Various passtiof authority exist
within associations. The fault lines that springarpund competing loci
of authority generate conflicting groups. The cmtflbbetween these
groups pervades their interaction, with the rethdit authority is often
challenged and tenuous.

Much as Merton looked at latent and manifest fuumstj Dahrendorf
identified latent and manifest interests, or uncanss and conscious
interests. The connection between these two cosiceis a major
problematic for conflict theory. Dahrendorf positibye existence of three
types of groups: quasi- groups, interest groupsl eonflict groups.

Dahrendorf felt that, under ideal circumstancesnfla could be

explained without reference to any other variables.

4.3 Conflict Perspective’s Explanations

4.3.1 The Conflict Perspective’s Explanation of
Socialization

The conflict perspectives on socialization tendgoee that socialization
can be an effective way of producing conformityt they disagree that
this benefits society as a whole. The socializapoocess is coercive,
forcing us to accept the values and norms of sacithe values and
norms of society are dictated and enforced by toergeoisie. The
Proletariat follow and accept the values and noofnghe Bourgeoisie
because all of the institutions of society, paftidy education, religion,
and the economy are shaped to serve the explait@tivposes of the
Bourgeoisie.
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4.3.2 The Conflict Perspective’s Explanation of the
Social Structure

The social structure exists in time and space, bgative/external,
concrete, coercive, and relatively static. The graithe basic unit of
society and of analysis Roles, statuses, groupbjrestitutions exist for
the protection and maintenance of the elite; th@asstructure is based
on relations of exploitation often based on mastetus. There is no
consensus among groups or individual members oétspehere is only
conflict over wealth, power, and status. The sociucture is
exploitative.

4.3.3 The Conflict Perspective’s Explanation of
Bureaucracies

The bureaucracy exists to serve the needs of thargBoisie. The
bureaucracy is exploitive, and creates an “ironetaghich traps the
average worker. The bureaucracy is the primaryatheristic of large-
scale industrial societies. The bureaucracy is thgonalized and
exploitive form of human interaction in large-scédemal organization.

4.3.4 The Conflict Perspective’s Explanation of
Deviance

Conflict theorists reject the idea that deviancet tideviance is
“determined” by factors such as biology, persopaldnomie, social

disorganisation, or labels. Rather, they argudyiddals actively choose
to engage in deviant behaviour in response to mlegualities of the
capitalist system. Thus, members of countercultgralps regarded as
“deviant”. For example they argue the laws arelstassed by the
powerful to maintain their own privileged positioriBhey rejected the
idea that laws are neutral and are applied everigsa the population.
Instead they claim that as inequalities increadevden the ruling class
and the working class, law becomes an ever moreritapt instrument

for the powerful to maintain order. This dynaminche seen in the
workings of the criminal justice system, which Hzecome increasing
oppressive toward the poor masses in Nigeria whibee rich and

powerful commit crime with impunity and are rargigrsecuted.

Deviance is defined by those in power; thereforbatwis deviant, is

whatever offends the powerful, or whatever caubemtto believe that
they are losing power and control over the masd$dmviance is

conditional, situational, and relative to time,qaasituation, and culture.
By declaring that certain groups are deviant caiting certain groups as
if they are, in some way, outside the boundariemainstream society,
the ultimate in-group is able to maintain its powi2eviance exists in all
societies, and all societies create institutiomalimethods of preventing
and punishing deviance.
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4.3.5 The Conflict Perspective’s Explanation of
Inequality

Inequality is generated and maintained by thos@dwer in order to
maintain their power. Various groups in society detineated by those in
power and then are pitted against each other itruggle for wealth,
power, and status. The powerful exploit everyonerider to engender
false consciousness—the belief that the non-elitage the potential to
become rich and powerful. The elites will do angthiin order to
maintain their power.

4.3.6 The Conflict Perspective’s Explanation of the
Family

The family works toward the continuance of socraquality within a
society by maintaining and reinforcing the status.gAccording to them,
family was an outcome of the need of men to pasthem property to
their own children. To them therefore the main tiorc of the family is
the reproduction of the capitalist system. Througheritance, the
wealthy families are able to keep their privilegegtial position for their
members. The traditional family form which is Patchal, also
contributes to the inequality of the sexes. Malageha lot of power and
females tend to have less. Traditional roles ofbhnds and wives are
differential valued in favor of husbands. The rotesy do are more
valued than the traditional housekeeping/childimgisoles done by their
wives. The traditional family is also a structurkimequality for both
women and children.

4.3.7 The Conflict Perspective’s Explanation of
Education

Schools routinely provide learning according to dstts’ social
background, thereby perpetuating social inequalitealthy School
districts have better buildings, state of the achhology, higher teacher
salaries, more ancillary programs such as Art andidland better sports
equipment. Schools serve as a screening devicdll tgpokitions of
unequal status. Tracking is a basic screening devptacing of students
perceived to have similar intelligence and acadeahitities in the same
classroom. Credentialism is the overemphasis ooatitunal credentials
for job placement. The result is that many indiglduare placed in jobs
for which they are overeducated.

4.3.8 The Conflict Perspective’s Explanation of Religion

To Marx, religion is an illusion which eases theinparoduced by
exploitation and oppression. It is a series of mythat justify and
legitimate the subordination of the ruling clagsisldistortion of reality
which provides many of the deception that formsliasis of ruling-class
ideology and false class consciousness. In Margsds; Religion is the
sign of the oppressed creature, the sentimentheBatless world and the
soul of soulless conditions. It is the opium of geople. Religion is “the
opiate of the masses.” Religion acts as an opiatieill the pain produced
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by oppression. It is both an expression of reafesufy and a protest
against suffering, but it does little to solve greblem because it helps to
make like more bearable and therefore dilutes ddmdnr change.

Religion acts as a drug, which keeps the proldtioa rising up against

their oppressors. Religion serves to legitimate sbeial structure and
serves the needs of the elite to oppress the waorlReligion lulls the

workers into a false sense of security.

ITQ

Question
The sociological imagination:

A. guides most people’s ordinary conduct in everyday |

B. helps individuals to understand the true origind elmaracter of
the problems they face.

C. makes us aware that issues such as divorce sheulelwed as
the private problems of individuals.

D. cannot be applied on a global scale.

Feedback
The answer here is “B”.

4.4 Conflict Perspective: A critique

A

The conflict perspective also has its own dose dficism. Its
overbearing interest in conflict, inequality, pamah struggles and
divergent interests closes its attention to theaygwalid unity that so
often characterise societal life. It is plausibdattsome shared beliefs,
ideas or consensus also run through the societyngadossible social
solidarity. The conflict theory is also vilified fats attempts to generalise
society to caste society in the mould of a systeaméf its image of the
system is, unlike the functionalists, conflict peoisince then, a new way
of looking at society which focused on the indiatlltand people’s
everyday situational experiences has arisen. @onifieory has been
criticized for being ideologically radical, undev@éoped, and unable to
deal with order and stability. Both functionalismdaconflict theory share
the weakness of being able to explain only portmirsocial life.
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Box 4.0: The learning point and things to remember in thighg unit indudes:

1. Conflict theorists believe that every social prackas its opposing sid
e.g landlord and tenant, commuters and taxi oweie

2. Karl Marxs’ materialistic conception of history asses that conflic
resolution especially in terms of a society’ re of production propels tt
society from one developmental stage to anc

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Stuy Session, you have learned that:

1.

In general, conflict theory seeks to scientificalplain the
general contours of conflict in society: how coefflstarts an
varies, and the effects it brings.

The central concerns of conflict theory are the quiag
distribution of scarce resources and power. Wheddhresource
are might be different for each theorist, but cebftheorists
usually work with Weber's three systems of stratifion: class
status, and power.

Conflict theorists generally see power as the eg¢rgature o
society, rather than thinking of society as heldetber by
collective agreement concerning a cohesive set ufural

standards, as functionalists do. Where power igtéa and who
uses it (and who doesn’'t) are thus fundamental doflict

theory. In this way of thinking about things, powim't

necessarily bad: it is a primary factor that guidesiety anc
social relations.

Conflict has been criticised for its ovelearing interest in
conflict, inequality, perennial struggles and dgemt interest

closes its attention to the equally valid unity ttls® ofter
characterise societal life.

Assessment

Q)

Assessment

SAQ 4.1 (tests Learning Outcome.1)

What are the majassumptions of Conflict theor

SAQ 4.2 (tests Learning Outcome.2)

Outline the major modern Conflict theorists andrthentribution:
SAQ 4.3 (tests Learning Outcome.3)

Mention 2 criticisms of Conflict theo
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Study Session 5

Symbolic Interactionism Perspective

Introduction

Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta

5.1 examine symbolic interactionism perspective and their m
assumptions

5.2 identify the major theorists of this perspectiand their
contributions

5.2 highlight the gmbolic interactionism perspectivexplanations on
major issues in sociology

5.4 Ouitline the basic criticism of the perspective

5.1 Overview of Symbolic Interactionism

The symbolic interaction perspective, also called/misolic
interactionism, is a major framework of sociologiddkeory. This
perspective relies on the symbolic meaning thapieedevelop and rel
upon in the process of social interaction. Althougymbolc
interactionism traces its origins to Max Weber'season that individual
act according to their interpretation of the megnai their world, the
American philosopher George Herbert Mead introdutesl perspectiv:
to American sociology in the 1920According to Haralambos ai
Horborn (2008:881), Symbolic interactionism develdgdrom the worl
of a group of American philosophers who includednIBewey, William
I. Thomas and George Herbert Mead. Symbolic intemacis a
perspective in sociology thigplaces meaning, interaction, and hur
agency at the centre of understanding social Tifes perspective gre'
out of the American philosophical tradition of pnagtism, an approac
developed in the late nineteenth century by ChaHesce, William
Jame, and John Dewey. Challenging the assumptions afsia
rationalism, these thinkers regarded people assacither than reactol
treated “reality” as dynamic and pluralistic, limkeneanings to social ac
and perspectives, and viewed knowledge key resource for problel
solving and reorganizing the world. George Herbgidad brough
pragmatist philosophy to sociology, working itswaagtions into a theor
and method for the social sciences. Drawing on itheas of the
pragmatist founders, as weas the theories of Charles Horton Coo
Charles Darwin, and Wilhelm Wundt, Mead developedlistinctly
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sociological account of human consciousness, saifh@nd action.

Symbolic interactionism (Sl) is a sociological asacial-psychological

perspective grounded in the study of the meaningspeople learn and
assign to the objects and actions that surroundekieryday experiences.
It is a theoretical perspective that was originalgveloped in the early
half of the 20th century by scholars at the Uniipgrsf Chicago. Sl is the
most sociological of a range of social psychologaditions (others

include cognitive sociology, discursive psychologghnomethodology,
and rational choice-exchange theory) and was ailyirconceptualized
by the philosopher George Herbert Mead, althougméneer used the
term. The perspective was first given coherenc#bgd's students from
Chicago, who collected and, in 1934, publishedrtimgites from his

social psychology courses in a book titled Mindlf,.Send Society. In

1937, Herbert Blumer, one of Mead's students, cbthe term symbolic
interactionism and subsequently consolidated mdddead's work into

a Symbolic Interactionism.

Like Max weber, Symbolic interactionists are caneg with explaining

social actions in terms of the meanings that imtlial give social actions
in terms of the meaning that individuals give théxmywever they tend to
focus on small-scale interactions rather than laage social change.
George Herbert mead (1863-1931) is generally reghas the founder of
symbolic interactionism. In Mead’s view, human tgbt) experience and
conduct are essentially social. They owe their neatio the fact that
human beings interact in terms of symbols, the roostponent of which
are contained in language. A symbol does not simfapd for an object
or events and in doing so, largely exclude othessiiile meanings.
Symbols provide the means whereby humans can atteraaningfully

with their natural and social environment. They areman-made and
refer not to the intrinsic nature of objects an@rgs but to the way in
which people receive them. Symbolic interactiorotiyeanalyzes society
by addressing the subjective meanings that peoppmse on objects,
events, and behaviors.

Subjective meanings are given primacy becausebtlieve that people
behave based on what they believe and not just tzat & objectively

true. Thus, society is thought to be socially carged through human
interpretation. People interpret one another’s biehaand it is these
interpretations that form the social bond. Theserpretations are called
the “definition of the situation.” For example, wiyould young people
smoke cigarettes even when all objective medicilegxe points to the
dangers of doing so? The answer is in the defmitibthe situation that
people create. Studies find that teenagers are imfeltmed about the
risks of tobacco, but they also think that smokiegcool, that they

themselves will be safe from harm, and that smokirgjects a positive
image to their peers. So, the symbolic meaningyafkéng overrides the
actual facts regarding smoking and risk. Symbatteractionism is a
school of thought in sociology that explains sodiehavior in terms of
how people interact with each other via symbolsthis view, social

structures are best understood in terms of sudhidugl interactions.

Moreover, Mead believed that one's self developsoutth social
interactions. Moreover, how people communicate iatetact with each
other depends on how they interpret factors suclamguage, actions,
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and statuses (potential symbols). For example, roight interpret a
handshake as either a friendly greeting or coatvatl, depending on
context (the symbolism of a handshake varies). Sores symbols
change; long hair in males once symbolized rebellut now does not.

Major Assumptions of Symbolic Interactionism

This is a sociological approach in which directemactions between
people are seen as the building blocks of societyeffect, society is

whatever we accomplish through our interaction$ wiich other. These
interactions carry symbolic meaning. A symbol, ofise, is something
that stands for something else. Specifically, theme significant

symbols—symbolic meanings that are shared acragsup or society.

Language provides us with many significant symbatsdo visual signs
and symbols, body language, non-verbal cues, andogb. These

symbols identify an object or action for us, anteonfassign a particular
social placement of it as well.

George Herbert Mead was a social theorist who maajer contributions
to symbolic interactionism. Mead claimed that hunimings have a
unique capacity for thought—they can comprehendb®jim meanings
on a complex level unmatched by any other spetties.through these
shared symbolic meanings that we define ourselgemdividuals, and
create a society.

According to mead, without symbols there could bédhaman interaction
and no human society. Symbolic interaction is nemgssince humans
have no instructs to direct their behaviour. Humares not genetically
programmed to react automatically to particulamsti. In order to
survive they must therefore construct and live imith world of meaning.
Role taking involves one person taking on the rofeanother by
imaginatively placing themselves in the positiorthe person with whom
they are interacting. For example if a person oleseanother smiling,
crying, waving a hand or shaking a fist, they wilit themselves in that
person’s position in order to interpret the intentand meaning. On the
basis of the interaction they will make their rasg® to the action of the
other. Thus, if an individual observes someone isigaél fist, they may
interpret this gesture as an indication of aggosssibut their
interpretation will not automatically lead to a f@ular response. They
may ignore the gesture, respond in kind, and attetmpdefuse the
situation with a joke, and so on. The person withom they are
interacting will then take their role, interpreteth response and either
continue or close the interaction on the basidisfinterpretation. In this
respect human interaction can be seen as a couosnpoocess if
interaction, with each taking the role of another.

The self: Mead argued that through the processleftaking, individuals
develop a concept of ‘self’ by placing themselveghe position of others
they are able to look back upon themselves. Meaitheld the idea of a
self can only develop if the individual can ‘gettside himself
(experientially) in such a way as to become analije himself. To do
this they must observe themselves from the stantlpof others.
Therefore, the origin and development of a conéepelf lie in the
ability to take the role of another. Mead distirggd two aspects of the
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self the ‘Me’(your definition of yourself in a spéc social role and
‘I'(your opinion of yourself as a whole). The ‘I'sialso called ‘self
concept’ is built up from the reaction of othersytmu, and the way you
interpret those reactions. It can exercise conatdeinfluence over your
behaviour. for example if you see yourself as collyaon the basis of
self-concept you have built-up, you are unlikely @ot bravely in
dangerous situations. The notion of self is nobmbit is learned during
childhood. Mead also discussed how we are taugbsethsymbolic
meanings within a framework of moral developmeriere is what he
called the play stage and game stage.

Play stage: Small children engage in play—theyataithe behavior of
others. At this point, they learn what Mead terhes particularized other.
Children can imagine or empathize with what a djmegerson might

desire or expect in a given situation. for exangilédren playing roles

that are not their own, children may play at beangarent, a doctor or a
nurse. In doing so they become aware that thediffisrence between
themselves and the role they are playing. Furtheznmdder children

learn games—rules that apply to everyone all tine tiThus, at this stage
they learn about the generalized other, generasrof conduct that are to
be expected no matter who you are. For exampleuager child might

be able to understand that “Mummy” would be andrye stole a meat
from the pot of soup. An older child can comprehehat stealing is

wrong, period.

The play stage exposes us to trying out differentad scenarios, but it is
merely for play-we do not actually become Mummygtdo or nurse. At
the game stage, we are ready to take on diffemsialsroles ourselves.
The second stage in the development of self is knasvthe game stage-
In playing a game; children come to see themsdhoes the perspective
of the various participants. In order to play a gachildren come to see
themselves from the perspective of the variousigipants. In order to
play a game such as football or cricket, childramstrbecome aware of
their relationship to the other players. They nplate themselves in the
roles of the others in order to appreciate thein garticular roles in the
game. In doing so they see themselves in termshef dollective
viewpoint of the other players. In mead’'s termimylo they see
themselves from the perspective of the generalageér. In Mead'’s
view, the development of a consciousness of sedhigssential part of
the process of becoming a human being. It providedasis for thought
and action, and the foundation for human society.bBcoming ‘self
conscious’, people can direct their own action kyught and
deliberation. They can set goals for themselvesn plture action and
consider the consequences of alternative coursastion.

Mead further argued that symbolic interaction arpaturally, through
the evolutionary process, to deal with situatiohBustration and conflict
over competing courses of habitual action. Symbiolieraction requires,
in its essence, consciousness of self, internalizexversation, and
evaluation of competing courses of action basedslered meanings
derived from taking the role of the other. By inggaliion, such interaction
would have to involve both a memory of past intecas and projections
into the future. As we have said, for Mead, thisgaiss could not occur
except through the medium of human language, wiimhid exclude all
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nonhuman animals (in their natural setting) frormsideration. For
Mead, consciousness of self is largely a cogniirazess.

Blumer a student of George Herbert Mead, systealbtideveloped the
ideas of his mentor. In Blumer’s view, symbolicargctionism rests on 3
basic premises

1. Human beings act on the basics of meanings that ghe to
objects and events rather than simply reactingeeith external
stimuli such as social forces, or to internal stirauch as organic
drives. Symbolic interactionism therefore rejectghbsocietal
and biological determinism.

2. Meanings arise from the process of interactionhaatthan
simply from present at the onset and shaping fuawteon. To
some degree, meaning are created, modified, desel@nd
changed within interaction situations rather thaxed and
preformed. In the process of interaction actorsndoslavishly
fellow pre-set norms or mechanically act out esshbd roles.

3. Meanings are the result of interpretive procedwmmployed by
actors within interactions contexts. By taking ttede of the
other, actors interpret the meanings and intentainsthers. By
means of the mechanism of self-interaction, indigld modify
or change their definition of the situation, relseaalternative
courses of action and consider their possible cpresgces. Thus
the meanings that guide action arise in the cora€ktteraction
via a series of complex interpretative procedures.

Although George Herbert Mead (1863-1931) is widstknowledged as
the founder of symbolic interactionism, the originthe theory could be
traced to Marx weber's (1864-1920) concept of \&reh which

emphasizes ‘understanding a particular setting fiteenpoint of view of
the people within that setting’, later developmaiftthe theory has
involved such diverse thinkers as Erving Goffma@2@-1982), Herbert
Blumer,(1900-1987) and many others. Among the retaymbolic

interactionism thinkers, Herbert Blumer, a studehtMead, appear to
have more influence on the theory than any otimefadt, it was Blumer,
who in 1937 publication, coined the term symboligeractionism.
(Olesegun 2013:149).

ITQ

Question

Which of the following statements best describes®ylic interaction
theory?

A. Symbolic meanings are shared when we talk to etngr.o

B. Patterns of interaction, when repeated, develop istcial
institutions.

C. The meanings of situations, of people, and of $pdtself, are
created through social interaction.

D. All of these things are true of symbolic interantio

E. None of these are true of symbolic interaction.

Feedback
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» All of the statements are true of symbolic intei@tt

The Elements of Symbolic Interactionism

Ritzer (2008) identified 7 principles of symbolisteractionism. These
include:

* Human beings, unlike lower animals, are endowedh wtiite
capacity for thought;

* The capacity for thought is shaped by social irtti#oa;

* The capacity for thought is shaped by social irtti#oa;

* The capacity for thought is shaped by social irtti#oa;

* In social interaction people learn the meanings tedsymbols
that allow them to exercise their distinctively hramcapacity for
thought;

* Meanings and symbols allow people to carry on miititrely
human action and interaction

* People are able to modify or alter the meaning ymibols that
they use in action and interaction on the basis thadir
interpretation of the situation

» People are to make these modifications and aliemsabecause,
in part of their ability to interact with themsesyewvhich allows
them to examine and then choose one;

* The intertwined patterns of action and interactimake up
groups and societies

Meaning: In the view of symbolic interactionism, human rigs assign
meanings to people, words, events things, situsitimnd so on. The
attachment of meanings to people and things alladividuals to
interpret their own actions and those of othersoating to meanings
given to them. In other words, human actions ardudés are not
determined by some actions in and of themselves (T889). Instead,
they are conditioned by subjective interpretatibthe actions of others
in the course of daily interaction. Hence, to a lsglic interactionist, the
interpretation and construction of meanings ofadiare not created in
isolation but as a result of interaction betweeth among people.

Symbols Human social environments are inundated with sy}mbA
symbol is an emblem: that which by ‘custom’ or ‘gention’ here
implies socially engendered or agreed practicestsaed by societal
norms. To a large extent therefore sanctioned lojesd norms. To a
large extent therefore symbols mean ‘whatever geaglree that shall
mean’ (Olusegun, 2013). Symbols are different kingisstures, signs,
emblem, cars, flag or language can all stand adslgras long as they
represent something for people one of the most iitapb symbols
developed by human is Language. This is becausé¢hié most important
medium of social interaction. Indeed the heart ywhisolic is language
(Macionis 2007) as it allows people to properly esrtheir world with
less confusion.

Capacity for thought: Rather than being mere passive receptors of all
social influences within the social world, humaninge are active
participants in all social activities. Human beingdike lower animals
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have the capacity to reflect on situations and giesiction based on
internal process of the situations they are engagedh order words,
human beings have critical minds and are able fjadgd situations
rationally prior to reacting to them. This cruci@sumption (i.e. that
human beings possess the ability to think) diffeasd@s symbolic

interactionism from its behaviourist roots (Ritz&2008). Unlike

behaviourism which assumes that people respondterral stimulus

(mostly unreflectively). However, the capacity ftrought in human
being is not fixed. Human thinking processes arelbped and shaped
in interactions.

The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective’s
Explanation of Socialization

The socialization process is voluntary, and we aecept or reject the
values and norms of society at will. The values andns of society
change moment by moment based on our mutual, ddgytonteractions
with one another. People follow and accept thaiesland norms of
society only if those values and norms serve tbein needs and permit
them to be more comfortable in their society. Soxdon is an
important concept for symbolic interactionism. haigtionists believe that
it is through socialization that people acquire bgta and meanings used
in social situations. Symbolic interactionists beés that socialisation is
asymmetrical rather than symmetrical. Kendall (90Qfits it, so
symbolic interactionism believe that socializatisna two way process
between society in which we live helps determinat¥ind of individual
we will become, we have the ability to shape certgpects of our social
environments and perhaps even the larger one.¢@Uns2013).

5.2.1 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective’s
Explanation of the Social Structure

The social structure exists only in the minds dfividuals and small
groups and has no objective reality; it is subjedinternal, abstract,
voluntary, and in constant flux. The social struetis based on social
interaction, statuses, roles, groups, social nétsyosocial institutions,
and societies in which small groups and individeaésate consensus. The
social structure is subjective, abstract, and eonist changing. The
social structure exists within every individual aidis through our
everyday interactions with one another that thérabissocial structure is
created, and continuously re-created, every mowfesnery day.

ITQ

Question

Which of the following is the correct pairing?

Symbolic interaction: macro-level orientation
Symbolic interaction: micro-level orientation
Interpretative sociology: focus on social strucsure
None of these are correct.

CoOw>»
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Feedback

e Items in option B are correctly paired.

5.2.2 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective’s
Explanation of Bureaucracies

The bureaucracy consists of groups of people iatiewa with one

another in patterned ways, on a day-today basi® Bbreaucracy
provides a mechanism for social intercourse amasgadate groups and
individuals. The bureaucracy is a major charadierisf large-scale
industrial societies. The bureaucracy is the methpdvhich large-scale
formal organizations create interaction.

5.2.3 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective’s
Explanation of Deviance

Sociologists studying crime and deviance in theramtionist tradition
focus on deviance as a socially constructed phenomeThey reject the
idea that there are types of conduct that are énttlgr “deviant”. Rather,
interactionists ask how behaviours initially cornebe defined as deviant
and why certain groups and not others are labeksd deviant.
Interactionists opine that deviance is conditios#lational, and relative
to time, place, situation, and culture. Deviandeased on the perceptions
of individuals. The language used to label groupsingividuals as
deviant, is highly symbolic and “coded.” Individediave the capacity to
accept or reject the labels that society creatédseimirror.

5.2.4 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective’s
Explanation of Inequality

Inequality is based on individual reactions to thoein perceptions of the
social structure. Because the social structureulgestive, inequality is
also subjective and based on individual interpi@ntat

5.2.5 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective’s
Explanation of the Family

Emphasizes exploring the changing meanings attaiché&mily. Shared
activities help build emotional bonds. Marriage dadhily relationships
are based on negotiated meanings. Social resoareebrought to the
marriage by each partner including education, maysattractiveness,
intelligence and family status.

5.2.6 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective’s
Explanation of Education

Schools play a vital role in shaping the way staslesee reality and
themselves. Authoritarianism prevalent in schooipedes learning and
encourages undemocratic behavior later in life.o8th create serious
difficulties for students who are “labelled” as feiag disabled or less
academically competent than their peers; theseestsdmay never be
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able to see themselves as good students and mgeadéhese labels.
Teacher expectations play a huge role in studdneaement. If students
are made to feel like high achievers, they willldat high achievers, and
vice versa.

5.2.7 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective’s
Explanation of Religion

Religion is a set of symbols that identify and jaidherents. Religion is
shared among groups and between individuals. Religorovides
meaning to the individuals in the society.

5.3 Symbolic Interactionist: A critiques

Though symbolic interactionism perspective has rdauied substantially
to how sociologists explain society and by extemsirected our
attention to how research on human phenomenon @eu@dnducted, the
theory has some major flaws which have led to aisith of its
assumptions. Some of these criticisms are higtdidjbelow.

Symbolic interactionism has been criticised fornigeless precise or
vague in terms of its conceptualisations. The ptdge is believed to be
too unsystematic and overly impressionistic innitsthod. Specifically,

critiqgues have pointed out that the basic symbotieractionism concepts
are confusing and inaccurate which they say mdikes tess capable of
providing firm a basis for theory and research Z&it 2008). For

example, critiques believe the difference betweammepts such as "me"
and "I" is fluid and a less clear interactionist®drisation. Thus, the
perspective is viewed as "marginally interesting b little use or

relevance outside small group of storytellers inrgimalised journals”

(Thomas 2006: 475). In addition, the theory hasnbdeught to be a-
structural. Critiques believe symbolic interactiomsioes not recognise
or emphasise the importance and constraint of lssiciecture/institutions

on everyday human interactions. The perspectiwgeised to have been
over-dependent on micro-/human interactional ldeelits explanatory

framework (with understanding of meaning of sociefion as the point
of departure) on society. However, the fact thadewrstanding of the
meanings which people construct within a socialirgptis important in

the study of individual group lives should not addes not totally

foreclose the other facts such as the externatitythe hold of structure
on human beings in theorising on society.

Furthermore, according symbolic interactionism haften been accused
of examing human interaction in a vacuum. They Haneled to focus on
small-scale face-to-face interaction, with littiencern for its historical or
social setting. While symbolic interactionism pre$ a corrective to the
excessive of societal determinism, many criticsehakgued it has gone
too far in this direction. Although they claim thattion is not determined
by structural norms, interactions do admit the @nes of such norms.
However, they tend to take them as given rathen #neplaining their

origin. As Williams skidmore (1975) comments, istefonists largely
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fail to explain wly people consciously choose to act in given wagy

might possibly have acted. In stressing the fléixypiand freedom o

human action, interactionists tend to downplaydbestraints on actiol
In Skidmore’s view, this is due to the fact thakenacionism consistently
fails to give an account of social structure; Imestwords, it fails t
explain adequately how standardized normative hehawomes abol
and why members of society are motivated to acterms of socia
norms. Similar criticisms ave been made with reference to what
see as the failure of interactionists to explaim slource of meanings

which they attach such importance; critics argus theanings are n

spontaneously created in interaction situationsstebd, they ar
systematically generated by the social structureni®yic interactionist:
was also criticised for being less precise or vagueterms of its
conceptualizations. Critiques have pointed out that basic symboli

interactionism concepts are confusing anaccurate which they si
makes them less capable of providing firm a bamishfeory and resear:
(Ritzer 2008) for example critiques believe thefetdnce betwee
concepts such as ‘me’ and ‘I' is fluid and a le$sac interactionist

theorisatior

Box 5.0:The learning point and things to remember in thisly unit includes

* Subjective meanings are given primacy becausebilisve that people behave ba
on what they believe and not just on what is objebt true.

» People interpret one anor’'s behavior and it is these interpretations thatf the
social bond. These interpretations are callec‘definition of the situation.”

Study Session Summary
In this Study Sessiolyou have learned that:
1. Symbolic Interactionism describes society as smgadups of
individuals interacting based on the various wayet tpeople
Summary interpret their various cultural symbols such asksm, written

and non-verbal language.

2. Our behavior with and among other people (our auon) is
the result of our shared understanding of cultayahbols. This
is a microlevel paradigm that describes sr-scale processes
and small-scale social systemis is interested in individué
behavior.

3. The most important aspect of the Symbolic Intecmasit
paradigm is not so much that it is interested iralsigroup—
although that is of great importancas-its interest in th
interpretation of cultural symbols.

4. For Symbolic Interactionism, everything in sociégtybased ol
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how we interpret our cultural symb—media images,
language, stereotypes, perceptions, and beliegmgstSymbolic

Interactionism does a very good job of explainirgvhvarious

forms of nguage (including the images and the messaghe

media) shape our interactions with one another ramforce

stereotypes.

5. It deals with the development of the self and thmaanic
interplay between the individual and the society.effect it
focusesupon the relations between the individual and s
that constitutes one of the most intriguing questiofor
sociology. Questions about the separateness of tlandinks
between individuals and society, the influences efidcts of
one upon the otheand the implications of all these on soci
development, are addressed by the symbolic inferast
perspective on sociology theory.

Assessment

Q)

Assessment

SAQ 5.1 (tests Learning Outcome.1)
What are the major assumptions of symbinteractionism
SAQ 5.2 (tests Learning Outcome.2)

Outline the major modern symbolic interactionisedhsts and the
contribution:

SAQ 5.3 (tests Learning Outcome.3)
Mention 2 criticisms of symbolic interactionism tng
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SAQ 1.1

Egbue (2002) described a sociological perspecsveoasisting of a way
of looking at various aspects of the world. It is arientation that
suggests methods for studying social experiencdiadihg explanations
for it. Thedifferent sociological perspectives are:

* The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective
* The functionalism perspective
* The conflict perspective

SAQ 1.2

Wright Mills (1959), defines sociological imaginati as ‘the vivid

awareness of the relationship between experiende¢henwider society’.
He asserts that people do not usually define theisonal problems in
terms of historical change and institutional codiitiions. Also, people
do not usually think of the connection betweenghterns of their own
lives and the course of world history.

SAQ 2.1

To Macionis and Plummer (2005), a theory is a stetg of how and
why specific facts are related. Theory is an attetmpnake sense of our
experiences. ‘It is a set of interrelated statesiethtat provides an
explanation for a class of events. It allows thedbig together of a
multitude of facts so that we may comprehend thitiat @nce.

SAQ 2.2

Macro level of sociological analysis deals withgraggregate entities of
society or even whole societies. It includes theggile among economic
classes in a society, international relations, #edinterrelations among
major institutions in society, such as governmeeligion, and family.
Macro level aimed at understanding the “big pictuoé institutions,
whole societies, and the interactions among sesetKarl Marx's
examination of the class struggle is an examplemairo level of
sociological analysis. While micro level of socigical analysisdeals
with issues of social life at the level of indivela and small groups.
Dating behavior, jury deliberations, and studewlufgy interactions
provide apt subjectsMicro level of analysis aimed at understanding
social life at the level of individuals and themteractions. Explaining
how the play behavior of girls differs from thatlwdys is an example of
micro level of analysis.
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SAQ 2.3

1.

2.

A theory is used to focuse the intellectual attamtiof the
researcher, to his chosen area of interest.

In every social institutional level of analysisleories exist as
explanatory models of the problems that prompteeirth
emergence.

SAQ 3.1

1.

The view that the society is a functional unitytemmally
consistent and a harmonious structure which isajed by its
different cultural forms.

All routinized social forms, (institutions) have gptive functions
in the society. It is this functions that justifi¢deir continued
retention.

No society can endure without its established, @tece and
shared customs, values, material objects and symbol

The social system is self-regulating. The society hs in-built
mechanism for conflict resolution, society resrsigid change. It
therefore makes no sense investigating conflishatimony, and
revolutions in the society.

The plausibility of teleological reasoning is explag social
events. The end is the cause of the steps towerdsalization
for example social rules like incest taboo exist éoganized
social life to be possible.

SAQ 3.2

1.

Emile Durkheim (1858-1917), contributed to functionalism by
developing the concept of social facts, explaines Isociety
evolved from mechanical-organic solidarity, studiedicide
empirical and contributed immensely on religion.

Talcott Parsons(1902-1979), contributed to functionalism in his
concept of functional prerequisite when he formedathe AGIL
model, his works also covered pattern variable whée
mentioned pattern variable A and pattern variable vBlue
consensus, social equilibrium among others.

Robert K. Merton (1968-), contributed by dealing with the
criticisms of functionalism by coining conceptsédikuniversal
functionalism, functional unity, indispensabilityatent and
manifest functions among others.

SAQ 4.1

Conflict theory recognises that conflict is ubiguis in social
life.

Conflict theorists emphasise the importance ofredts generated
various types of conflict as normal aspects of alddie, rather
than abnormal or dysfunctional occurrences.

Inside Marx’s powerful methodological tool-the dietical
method which he clothed with materialism, he showedv a
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given ruling class which he categorized as affirambr thesis,
and how that mode of production will bear fruittthsll arise to
contradict it. This, Marx represents as antithesisiegation. In
Marx’'s view, the inevitable clash between the thesnd anti-
thesis will culminate into a higher social ordellezh synthesis or
reconciliation, which off course starts the whotegess all over
again.

SAQ 4.2

1. Karl Marx(1818-1883) was the major proponent of ftion

theory, his contributions includes: class conflicialectical
materialism, social change, class, among others.

Ralf Dahrendorf (1959-) was concerned with autlgptétent and
manifest interests, quasi and interest groups, pameong other
contributions

SAQ 4.3

1. The conflict theory is also vilified for its attetspto generalise

society to caste society in the mould of a systeemef its image
of the system is, unlike the functionalists, caflprone. Since
then, a new way of looking at society which focusmd the
individual and people’s everyday situational expeces has
arisen.

Conflict theory has been criticized for being idmgitally radical,
underdeveloped, and unable to deal with order tatailisy.

SAQ 5.1

The basic treatise of this theory is that the iitlial and society are as
two side of the same coin. Major component of testy are as follows:

1 Day by day interaction with others is essentiathte process
whereby the individual becomes fashioned into dirdisve
personality.

2 In the attempt to make sense out of the worlditiésidual
seeks to attribute meaning to people’s objects awmdnts.
Meaning itself derives from or arises out of th&efaction that
takes place among individuals in the course of tiiaiy lives.
Reality is as manufactured by individuals in theqgass of
intervening in the world and interpreting contirlyaWhat is
occurring there. The world is therefore, a consedceality.

iv.  People are active beings who have the capacityaf@lysis
carried out by this perspective of sociologicalatyeis usually at
the micro sociological level.

SAQ 5.2

1. George H. Mead (1863-1931), has was concernedsyitibols,

role-taking, the self among others.
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2. Charles Horton Cooley was also another symbolieradtionist
theorist.

SAQ 5.3

1. Symbolic interactionism has been criticised fomigeless precise
or vague in terms of its conceptualisations. Thesgective is
believed to be too unsystematic and overly impogssiic in its
method. Specifically, critiques have pointed outtthe basic
symbolic interactionism concepts are confusing aratcurate
which they say makes them less capable of provifiinga basis
for theory and research (Ritzer 2008). For exampiéiques
believe the difference between concepts such a8 ame "I" is
fluid and a less clear interactionists theorisation

2. Symbolic interactionism has been criticised fomigdiess precise
or vague in terms of its conceptualisations. Thesgective is
believed to be too unsystematic and overly impogssiic in its
method. Specifically, critiques have pointed ouwttthe basic
symbolic interactionism concepts are confusing aratcurate
which they say makes them less capable of provifilinga basis
for theory and research (Ritzer 2008). For exampi#iques
believe the difference between concepts such as ame "I" is
fluid and a less clear interactionists theorisation

61



