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Module1WhatAnthropologyis

Expectedduration:1weekor2contacthours

Introduction

Inthisstudysessionyouwillbeabletolearnwhatanthropologyis,thetypesof

anthropology;theareasofinterestofanthropologist,andtheformsofculturaland

biologicaladaptation.YoumayprobablyneedtogothroughSoc101asbackgroud

understandingforwhatthissectionentails.Asthevariousdivisionofanthropology

isbeingexplained,yourunderstandingwillbeenrichedtoappreciatethestudy.

Whatarethevariousdivisionsofanthropology?Whatdoeshumanadaptation

meansinanthropology?Whataretheformsofculturalandbiologicaladaptation?

Whatistherelationshipbetweenanthropologyandotheracademicfields?

LearningOutcomesforModule1

Whenyouhavestudiedthissession,youshouldbeableto:

1.1Defineandusecorrectlyallofthekeywordsprintedinbold.(SAQs1.1,1.2,1.4)

1.2Dividethestudyanthropologyintofoursub-fields.(SAQs1.1,1.2,)

1.3DefineHumanadaptation.(SAQs1.3)

1.4Statetheformsofculturalandbiologicaladaptation.(SAQs1.4)

1.5Identifyexistingrelationshipbetweenanthropologyandotheracademicfields.

(SAQs1.1and1.5)
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1.1 TheScopeofAnthropology

1.1.1 AnthropologySub-Field

Tounderstandthescopeofanthropology,onemustunderstanditssub-disciplines

andtherelationshipbetweenthem.Appreciatingthesesub-disciplineswillenrichthe

learnerunderstandingoftheanthropologicalfield.Anthropologytherefore,hastwo

generalbroaddivisions(1)Physicalanthropologyand(2)Culturalanthropology.

However,inmoreconcisewayanthropologyasanacademicdisciplinehavefoursub

-fields.Theyare:Culturalanthropology;Archaeology;Biologicalanthropologyand

Linguisticanthropology.

ArcheologicalAnthropologystudyhumanbehavior;throughculturalpatternsandthe

processofgatheringmaterialremains.Examplesofsuchmaterialsremainsare

artifacts(e.g.,potsherds,jewelry,andtools);garbage;burialsremainsandremains

ofstructures.

Archaeologistsusepaleoecologicalstudiestoestablishecologicalandsubsistence

parameterswithinwhichgivengroupslived.Archaeologicalrecordprovidesunique

opportunitytolookatchangesinsocialcomplexityovertime.Archaeologistsalso

studytheculturesofhistoricalandlivingpeople.Historicalarchaeologycombines

archaeologicaldataandtextualdatatoreconstructhistoricallyknowngroups.Study

showsthatwhatpeoplereportedmaycontrastwithrealbehavior.

BiologicalAnthropologymaybeviewedasthestudyofhumanbiologicalvariationin

timeandspace.Itincludesevolution,genetics,growthanddevelopment,and

primatology.BiologicalAnthropologydrawsonbiology,zoology,geology,anatomy,

physiology,medicine,publichealth,osteology,andarchaeology.
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Special interests can be given to Paleoanthropology and Primatology.

Paleoanthropologyisthestudyofhumanevolutionasrevealedbythefossilrecord.

Thisisseenin,humangenetics;humangrowthanddevelopment;Humanbiological

plasticity(body’sabilitytochange).Primatologyinorderhandisthestudyofthe

biologyofprimateevolution;primatebehaviour;andthesociallifeoftheprimates.

LinguisticAnthropologyisthestudyoflanguageinitssocialandculturalcontext

acrossspaceandtime.Itconsistsofthefollowing:Historicallinguistsareconscern

withthereconstructofancientlanguagesandthestudyoflinguisticvariation

throughtime.Sociolinguisticshowever,investigatesrelationshipsbetweensocial

andlinguisticvariation(anthropologicallinguistics)todiscovervariedperceptions

andpatternsofthoughtandpracticeindifferentcultures.

1.2Humanadaptation.

Humanadaptationoccursinallknownsociety.Thesocietyherselforganizedlifein

groups,withculturalbelief.Cultureisaform oflearntraditions,customsand

innovationsthatgovernbehaviorandbeliefs.Thisiswhatdiferenciatemodernman

from otherprimate;culturemadehumandistinctanditistransmittedthrough

learning.

Adaptationistheprocessbywhichorganismscopewithenvironmentalforcesand

stresses(seetable1.1).Humansadaptusingbiologicalandculturalmeans.As

shownbyresearchrateofchangeacceleratedduringthepast10,000years.Thefirst

civilizationsarosebetween6000and5000B.P.(BeforethePresent).

Table 1.1 Forms ofCulturaland BiologicalAdaptation (to High Altitude)
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1.3Relationshipbetweenanthropologyandotheracademicfields

Generallyacademicdisciplineofanthropologyincludes:Sociocultural(cultural

anthropology); Archaeological; Biological and Linguistic as noted earlier.

AnthropologywasdevelopedintheUnitedStateofAmerica.EarlyAmerican

anthropologistsstudyingnativepeoplesofNorthAmericacombinedstudiesof

customs,sociallife,language,andphysicaltraits.Theycametoasoundconclusions

about“humannature”cannotbederivedfrom studyingasinglenation,society,or

culturaltradition.

Bioculturalistheinclusionandcombination(tosolveacommonproblem)of

biologicalandculturalperspectivesandapproaches.Cultureisakeyenvironmental

forceindetermininghowhumanbodiesgrowanddevelop.Culturalstandardsof

attractivenessandproprietyinfluenceparticipationandachievementinsports.

CulturalAnthropologyhowever,describes,analyzes,interprets,andexplainssocial

andculturalsimilaritiesanddifferences.Oneofthewaystodothatistheusedof

bothethnograpyandethnologymethods(seetable2).

Table 1.2 Ethnographyand Ethnology– Two Dimensions ofCultural
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Anthropology

InEthnographyafieldworkwillbeconductedinaparticularculture;andthen

providesaccountofthatcommunity,society,orculture.While,inEthnologythe

researcherwillusecrossculturalcomparison;itmaybethecomparativestudyof

ethnographicdata,twoormorecommunities,societiesorculture.Theuseof

ethnograpyandethnologyarenotlimitedtoanthropologyalone,thismadethefield

tobereleatedtootheracademicfieldsofstudy.

Anthropologyasascienceusessystematicfieldofstudyorbodyofknowledgethat

aims,through experiment,observation,and deduction,to produce reliable

explanationsofphenomenawithreferencetothematerialandphysicalworld.Here,

weshallseebriefly,therelationshipofanthropologyandotheracademicfields.

CulturalAnthropology and Sociology share an interestin socialrelations,

organization,andbehavior.Originally,sociologistsfocusedonindustrialWest.

AnthropologyandPsychologyasMalinowskicontendedthatculturalcontextmolds

individualpsychology,hereheshowstherelationshipbetweenthetwodiscipline.

Anthropologicalscienceusesscientificmethodsofexplanation and conduct

researchesthroughtheoreticalandhypothesistesting.

Scientistsstrivetoimproveunderstandingbytestinghypothesesthatsuggest
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explanationsofthingsandevents.Theyexplainhowandwhyofthethingtobe

understood(theexplicandum)is,relatedtootherthingsinsomeknownway.An

association in research istheobserved relationshipsbetween two ormore

measuredvariables.Whileatheoryismoregeneralbecauseitisanexplanatory

framework,containingaseriesofstatements,thathelpsusunderstandwhy

(somethingexistsorhappensinaparticularway).Theoriessuggestpatterns,

connections,andrelationshipsthatmaybeconfirmedbynewresearch.Associations

usuallystateprobabilisticallywithtwoormorevariablesthattendtoberelatedina

predictableway.Theoriescannotbeproved;butweevaluatethem throughthe

methodoffalsification.Theoriesthatarenotdisprovedareacceptedbecausethe

availableevidenceseemsto supportthem.Theseprocessesareevidentin

anthropologicalenterpriseandinotheracademicfields.

Activity1.1

Takeamomenttoreflectonwhatyouhavereadsofar.Basedonyour

learningexperience,onwhatanthropologyis,notesomeoftheformsof

cultureandbiologicaladaptationintable1.1.

Activity1.1Feedbacks:

Table1.1.FormsofCulturalandBiologicalAdaptation(toHighAltitude)
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SummaryofModule1

InModule1,youhavelearnedthat:

1. Anthropology is a science thatuses experimention,observation,and

deduction,toproducereliableexplanationsofphenomenawithreferencetothe

materialandphysicalworld.

2. Anthropologyasanacademicdisciplinehasfoursub-fields.Theyare:

Culturalanthropology;Archaeology;BiologicalanthropologyandLinguistic

anthropology.

3. Adaptationisaprocessbywhichorganismscopewithenvironmental

forcesandstresses.

4. Culturalandbiologicaladaptationtakestheformsoftechnology,

geneticadaptation,longandshorttermphysiologicaladaptation.

5. ThereareexixtingrelationshipbetweenCulturalAnthropologyand

Sociology;Anthropology and Psychology;anthropology and biology;

anthropologyandarchiology
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Self-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule1

Nowthatyouhavecompletedthisstudysession,youcanassesshowwellyouhave

achieveditsLearningOutcomesbyansweringthesequestions.Youcancheckyour

answerswiththeNotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestionsattheendofthisModule.

SAQ1.1(testslearningoutcome1.1)

Defineanthropology?

SAQ1.2(testslearningoutcome1.2)

Canyoudivideanthropologicalstudytofoursub-fields?

SAQ1.3(testslearningoutcome1.3)

Inwhatwayorwayscanyoudefineadaptationinyourownword?

SAQ1.4(testslearningoutcome1.4)

Itemizeanddescribetheformsofculturalandbiologicaladaptation?

SAQ1.5(testslearningoutcome1.5)

Identifyexistingrelationshipbetweenanthropologyandotheracademicfields?

NotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule1

SAQ1.1:Anthropologyisasciencebecauseitusessystematicfieldofstudyorbody

ofknowledgethataims,throughexperiment,observation,anddeduction,toproduce

reliableexplanationsofphenomenawithreferencetothematerialandphysical

world.

SAQ1.2:Anthropologyasanacademicdisciplinehasfoursub-fields.Theyare:

Cultural anthropology;Archaeology;Biological anthropology and Linguistic

anthropology.
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SAQ1.3:Adaptationisaprocessbywhichorganismscopewithenvironmental

forcesandstresses.

SAQ1.4:Culturalandbiologicaladaptationtakestheformsoftechnology,genetic

adaptation,andlongandshorttermphysiologicaladaptation.

SAQ 1.5: ThereareexixtingrelationshipbetweenCulturalAnthropologyand

Sociology;AnthropologyandPsychology;anthropologyandbiology;anthropology

andarchiology

FurtherReading

1.BealRLet.al(1971)An Introduction to Anthropology.New York:The
MacMillanCompany.

2.GaryFerraro (2008)ClassicReadingsinCulturalAnthropology.Cengage
Learning

3.OkeEA1984Anintroductiontosocialanthropology.Ibadan:Longman.
4.OnwuejeogwuMA1992ThesocialanthropologyofAfrica:anintroduction.

Ibadan:HeinemannandBooksNigeria.

Module2Surveyofhumanoriginsandculturalachievements

Expectedduration:1weekor2contacthours

Introduction

Inthisstudysessionsyouwillbeabletolearnabouthumanoriginandcultural

achievement.Thisunitportrayhumanhistoryfrom theviewpointofevolutionary

theory.Hereyouwillbeinformedabouttheevolutionaryhistoryofprimate,element

ofchangeinhumanevolutionandtransitiontocivilizationamongothers

Youmaywanttoask,whatthenarethechangesinhumanevolutionaryprocess?

Whatfactors influences human evolution? Whatis culturalbehaviourand
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achievements?

LearningOutcomesforModule2

Whenyouhavestudiedthissession,youshouldbeableto:

2.1Defineandusecorrectlyallofthekeywordsprintedinbold.(SAQs2.1,2.2,2.4)

2.2Discussthechangesinhumanevolutionaryprocess(SAQs2.1,2.2,)

2.3Identifythefactorsthatinfluencedhumanevolution(SAQs2.3)

2.4Describethemeaningofbehaviourandachievements(SAQs2.1and2.4).

2.1 EvolutionaryHistoryofthePrimate

Theevolutionaryhistoryoftheprimatescanbetracedbackto65millionyearsor

more,asoneoftheoldestofallsurvivingplacentalmammalgroups.Theoldest

knownprimatelikemammalspeciesisthePlesiadapiswhichcomefrom North

America,buttheywerewidespreadinEurope,AsiaandAfricaduringthetropical

conditionsofthePaleoceneandEocene.Notharctus(seefigure1.1)existedsince

thebeginningofmodernclimatesmarkedbytheformationofthefirstAntarcticice

intheearlyOligocenearound30millionyearsago.FossilevidencefoundinGermany

inthe1980swasdeterminedtobeabout16.5millionyearsold,some1.5million

yearsolderthansimilarspeciesfromEastAfrica.Thischallengedtheoriginaltheory

abouthumanancestryoriginatingontheAfricancontinent.
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Figure2:1Notharctus(Sources)

AfricanapesandhumansincludingDryopithecusmigratedsouthfrom Europeor

WesternAsiaintoAfrica.Thesurvivingtropicalpopulation,seenmostcompletelyin

theupperEoceneandlowermostOligocenefossilbedsoftheFayum depression

southwestofCairo,gaverisetoalllivingprimatestheyare:LemursofMadagascar;

LorisesofSoutheastAsia;Galagosor"bushbabies"ofAfrica;Anthropoids;

platyrrhinesorNewWorldmonkeys;CatarrhinesorOldWorldmonkeys;Thegreat

apesandthenHumans.

Intheclassofprimatestillare:Kamoyapithecus:Oldestcatarrhinefromuppermost

OligoceneatEragaleitinthenorthernKenyaRiftValley.Datedto24millionyearsago,

itsancestryisbelievedtobespeciesrelatedtoAegyptopithecus,Propliopithecus,

andParapithecusfromtheFayum,ataround35millionyearsago.

Saadanius:Describedasacloserelativeofthelastcommonancestorofthecrown

catarrhines.Tentativelydatedto29–28millionyearsago,fillingan11-million-year

gapinthefossilrecord.IntheearlyMiocene,about22millionyearsago,themany

kindsofarboreallyadaptedprimitivecatarrhinesfrom EastAfricasuggestalong
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historyofpriordiversification.

Fossilsat20millionyearsagoincludefragmentsattributedtoVictoriapithecus,the

earliestOldWorldMonkey.Amongthegenerabelievedtobeintheape(figure2:2)

lineageleading up to 13 million yearsago are:Proconsul,Rangwapithecus,

Dendropithecus,Limnopithecus,Nacholapithecus,Equatorius,Nyanzapithecus,

Afropithecus,Heliopithecus,andKenyapithecus.AllfromEastAfrica

Figure2.2Apeusingtool

Thepresenceofothergeneralizednon-cercopithecidsofmiddleMioceneage:

Otavipithecusfrom cavedepositsinNamibia.PierolapithecusandDryopithecus

fromFrance,SpainandAustria.EvidenceofawidediversityofformsacrossAfrica

andtheMediterraneanbasinduringtherelativelywarm andequableclimatic

regimesoftheearlyandmiddleMiocene

OreopithecustheyoungestoftheMiocenehominoids,from9millionyearoldcoal

bedsinItaly.

Anatomicallymodernhumansevolvedfrom archaicHomosapiensinAfricainthe

MiddlePaleolithic,about200,000yearsago.BythebeginningoftheUpper
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Paleolithic50,000BP(BeforePresent),fullbehavioralmodernity,includinglanguage,

musicandotherculturaluniversalshaddeveloped.

TheoutofAfricamigrationisestimatedtohaveoccurredabout70,000yearsBP.

Modernhumanssubsequentlyspreadtoallcontinents,replacingearlierhominids,

theyinhabiteEurasiaandOceaniaby40,000BP.TheAmericasatleast14,500years

BP.

ApopulartheoryisthattheydisplacedHomoneanderthalensisandotherspecies

descendedfrom Homoerectus(whichhadinhabitedEurasiaasearlyas2million

yearsago)throughmoresuccessfulreproductionandcompetitionforresources.

Theexactmannerorextentofthecoexistenceandinteractionofthesespeciesis

unknownandremainsacontroversialsubject.Archaeogenetics:stronglysupportthe

"out-of-Africa"scenariosincethe1990s,rejectedthemultiregionalhypothesis,

modernhumansevolved,atleastinpart,fromindependenthominidpopulations.

Geneticists:LynnJordeandHenryHarpending:VariationinhumanDNAisminute

comparedtothatofotherspecies.DuringtheLatePleistocene,thehuman

populationwasreducedtoasmallnumberofbreedingpairs.Nomorethan10,000

andpossiblyasfewas1,000resultinginaverysmallresidualgenepool.

2.2 Factorsthatinfluencedhumanevolution

Humanevolutionischaracterizedbymorphological,developmental,physiological

andbehaviouralchanges.Inmorphologicalchange,itinvolvedtheevolutionofa

bipedallocomotoradaptationfrom anarborealorsemiarborealone,withall

adaptationscharacterisedwithavalgusknee;lowintermembralindex(longlegs

relative to the arms)and reduced upper-body strength.Otherfactors in
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morphologicalchangeinclude:evolutionofapowerandprecisiongrip;areduced

masticatorysystem;areductionofthecaninetoothandthedescentofthelarynx

andhyoidbone,makingspeechpossible.

Physiologicalandbehaviourchangeinvolvedtheevolutionofhiddenoestrus,or

concealedovulation,coincidedwiththeevolutionofimportantbehaviouralchanges.

Asignificantbehaviouralchangewasthedevelopmentofmaterialculture.However,

therelationshipsbetweenallthesechangesarestillasubjectofdebate.Thenext

stageisthetransitiontocivilization.

Intransitiontocivilizationmosthumanslivedashunter-gatherersuntilc. 10,000

yearsago.Theygenerallylivedinsmallnomadicgroupsknownasbandsocieties.

TheadventofagriculturepromptedtheNeolithicRevolution,whenaccesstofood

surplusledtotheformationofpermanenthumansettlements,thedomesticationof

animalsandtheuseofmetaltools.Agricultureencouragedtradeandcooperation,

andledtocomplexsociety;itisthepeakoftheHolocenecalendarorHumanEradue

toitsimportanceofthedateforhumansociety.

2.3Themeaningofbehaviourandachievements

Humanbehaviourconsistenlychanges,newideaswereacquired,astheylearnnew

thingandmovedfromonestagesofdiscoverytoanother.Thelatemiddleagessaw

theriseofrevolutionaryideasandtechnologies.ForexampleinChina,anadvanced

andurbanizedsocietypromotedinnovationsandsciences,suchasprintingandseed

drilling.InIndia,majoradvancementsweremadeinmathematics,philosophy,

religionandmetallurgy.TheIslamicGoldenAgesawmajorscientificadvancements

inMuslim empires.InEurope,therediscoveryofclassicallearningandinventions

suchastheprintingpressledtotheRenaissanceinthe14thand15thcenturies.All
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theseachievementinvolvedandinformedhumanbehaviour.Aftertherenaissance,

followsthenext500 yearsofexploration,andcolonialism,whichbroughtgreatparts

oftheworldunderEuropeancontrol,leadingtolaterstrugglesforindependence.

Moreso,ashumancontinuedtoexpressthemselvesandfindmeaning,therecame

thescientificrevolutioninthe17thcenturyandtheIndustrialRevolutioninthe

18th–19thcenturies.Thesepromotedmajorinnovationsandinformedhuman

behaviour and acheivement in:transport:railway and automobile;energy

development:coaland electricity;government:representative democracyand

Communism.

Theworldhassuddenlybecomeaglobalvillagethroughinformationage,attheend

ofthe20thcentury;modernhumansliveinaworldthathasbecomeincreasingly

globalizedandinterconnected.In2010alone(notaccountingforcurrentdaydata)

about2billionhumansareabletocommunicatewitheachotherviatheInternet,

other3.3billionbymobilephonesubscriptions.Placesthatweredistancebeforeare

nowclosethroughinformationtechnology.

Activity2.1

Takeamomenttoreflectonwhatyouhavereadsofar.Basedonyourlearning

experience,andknowledgeoftheevoluntionaryhistoryofthePrimate,notedown

someofthehistoricalantecedentthatencompassedthemodernman?

Activity2.1Feedback:

Takealookatfigure2.3;itportraysthemodernman’sachievement.Showhow

thesetoolsdoinformedpeople’sbehaviour?
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Figure3.1showingaC.Dplayer;computerGame;andalaptopcomputer.

SummaryofModule2

InModule2,youhavelearnedthat:

1.Theevolutionaryhistoryoftheprimatescanbetracedbackto65millionyears

ormore,asoneoftheoldestofallsurvivingplacentalmammalgroups.

2.Human evolution is characterized by morphological, developmental,

physiologicalandbehaviouralchanges.

3.Mosthumanslived ashunter-gatherersuntilc. 10,000 yearsago.They

generallylivedinsmallnomadicgroupsknownasbandsocietiesandthat,the

adventofagriculturepromptedtheNeolithicRevolution,whenaccesstofood

surplus led to the formation ofpermanenthuman settlements,the

domesticationofanimalsandtheuseofmetaltools.

4.TheScientificRevolutioninthe17thcenturyandtheIndustrialRevolutioninthe

18th–19th centuries promoted majorinnovations and informed human

behaviourandacheivementintransport;energydevelopmentandgovernment.

Self-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule2

Nowthatyouhavecompletedthisstudysession,youcanassesshowwellyouhave

achieveditsLearningOutcomesbyansweringthesequestions.Youcancheckyour

answerswiththeNotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestionsattheendofthisModule.
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SAQ2.1(testslearningoutcome2.1)

Howcanwecorrectlydescribetheevolutionaryhistoryoftheprimate?

SAQ2.2(testslearningoutcome2.2)

Discussthechangesinhumanevolutionaryprocess?

SAQ2.3(testslearningoutcome2.3)

Identifythefactorsthatinfluencedhumanevolution?

SAQ2.4(testslearningoutcome2.4)

Describethemeaningofbehaviourandachievements?

NotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule2

SAQ2.1:Theevolutionaryhistoryoftheprimatescanbetracedbackto65million

yearsormore,asoneoftheoldestofallsurvivingplacentalmammalgroups.

SAQ 2.2:Humanevolutionischaracterizedbymorphological,developmental,

physiologicalandbehaviouralchanges.

SAQ2.3:Mosthumanslivedashunter-gatherersuntilc. 10,000yearsago.They

generallylivedinsmallnomadicgroupsknownasbandsocietiesandthat,the

adventofagriculturepromptedtheNeolithicRevolution,whenaccesstofood

surplusledtotheformationofpermanenthumansettlements,thedomesticationof

animalsandtheuseofmetaltools.

SAQ2.4:TheScientificRevolutioninthe17thcenturyandtheIndustrialRevolutionin

the18th–19thcenturiespromotedmajorinnovationsandinformedhumanbehaviour

andacheivementintransport;energydevelopmentandgovernment.

FurtherReading
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1.ClarkSpencerLarsen(2008)Ourorigins:discoveringphysicalanthropology.
W.W.Norton&Co. 

2.RadcliffeSA(ed.)2006.CultureandDevelopmentinaGlobalizingWorld:
Geographies,ActorsandParadigms.Oxford:Routledge,Taylor&Francis
Group.

3.JegedeAS(2007)CulturalsymbolsandhealthcommunicationinYoruba
settingofSouthwesternNigeria.JournalofEnvironmentandCulture.4(1):1-
15.

4.JegedeAS & AjalaAS,(2005)Globalization,academicdisciplinesand
development:WitherisanthropologyinNigeria?WestAfricanJournalof
Archeologyvol.35nos.1&2:pp136-142.
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Module3Familyandkinship

Expectedduration:1weekor2contacthours

Introduction

Inthisstudysessionyouwillbeabletolearnwhatkinshipisallabout,kinshiptypes,

descentandtheterms.Whatstoryhaveyouheardofresentthattalkaboutpeople

geneology?YouaremorelikelygoingtorememberthestoryofAbrahamorIbrahim

dependendingonyourreligiousaffiliation(thestoryisthesame).Youcouldtaketime

toreadthestoryifyouarehavingdifficultyinremembringtheseeninthesetting.Let

megiveyouatip,itwasastoryofamanwithafather,alsohavingbrothersandother

relatives.Heequallygotasonthathadotherchildrenandgreatgrandchildreen.

Thatstoryillustratestouswhatwearegoingtoreadaboutkinship,itsmeaningand

thetypology.

Thesequestionsmayprovokeyourinterest:whatiskinshipallabout?Whattypesof

kinshipsystemdowehave?Whatconstituteadescentstructure?

LearningOutcomesforModule3

Whenyouhavestudiedthissession,youshouldbeableto:

3.1Defineandusecorrectlyallofthekeywordsprintedinbold.(SAQs3.1,3.2,3.4)

3.2Definethetermkinship(SAQs3.1,3.2,)

3.3ItemizethetypesofKin(SAQs3.3)

3.4Describethevariouslevelofdecentstructure(SAQs3.1and3.4).

3.1 TheConceptualDefinitionofKinship
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3.1.1Whatkinshipis

Kinshipisasystem ofsocialtiesderivingfrom therecognitionofgenealogical

relationsuniversallyrecognizedanduniversallyaccordedwithsocialimportance.In

onesense,kinshipisdeterminedbybiologicalfactors.Oneisrelatedtoone’sfather

andmotherbythevirtueofone’sbirth.Theirfatherandmotherarerelatedbyvirtue

oftheirlivingtogetherandproducingchildren.Moreso,thechildrenofthesame

parentsarerelatedbythefactthatallofthem areoffspringofthesamespouse.

However,kinshipisalsoasociologicallydetermined.Bythiswemeanthatdifferent

societyconcievedkinshipdifferently.Inthisbiologicalrelationshipsfunctiononlyas

astatingpoint.Asyoumightproblablyknown,thechildrenofamarriedcouplemay

includeanadoptedchildapartfromtheirbiologicalchildren.

Kintypesconsistof:1.Consanguineals.2.Affinals.3.Fictivekin.4.Lineals.5.

Collaterals.

Figure3:1KinshipDiagram
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3.1.2Thetribe

Leadersoflocalizeddescentgroupsoraterritorialgroupoftenemergeinatribe.The

authorityispersonalbecausetheleaderisnotelected;noformalofficeisviafor

unlikethepoliticalparties.Amongthetribalpeoplestatusisaresultofpersonal

behaviour,itisoftenachievedthroughexchange;i.egiftexchange;redistributionby

publicexchangeofscarceresources

Inkinshipanddescentthereisanidiomtoexplaintherelationshipandthedifference.

Oneistoseeitasawayofexpressingsocialrelationsandtheexchanges,rights,

andobligationsitimplied.Twoistoseeitasselective,then,eachsystem

emphasizesdifferentrelations.Toputinanotherword,kinshipdefinesocialgroups,

producesformsofsocialstratification,locatepeoplewithinthosegroupsand

positionpeopleandgroupsinrelationtooneanotherbothinspaceandtime.

Kinshipandpoliticalorganizationintribesofsegmentarylineagesystem,whenwe

saysegementary,itmeansthatthelineagecouldbemaximallineage,major,minor,

orminimallingeage.Allthesegmentsdoformalliancestofacethreats,atthispoint

theyareallequalandnoleadershipisaboveminimalorprimarysegmentsthey

origanallycamefrom.

3.2 Variouslevelofdecentstructure

Descentsystemhererelatetotherulesthatpeopleindifferentculturesareuseto,to

determineparenthood,identifyancestry,assignpeopletosocialcategories,groups,

androlesonthebasisofinheritedstatus.Incorporatetheysharesresourcesin

common,ownproperty,organizelabour,assignstatus,regulaterelationswithother

groupsandenduresbeyondindividualmembers.

Whatadescentgroupis:Itisagroupofpeoplewhorecognizedescentfromarealor
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mythicalancestor.Thereiscriterionformembership,apubliclyrecognisedsocial

entity,everyoneisunambiguouslyassignedtoagroup,obligationsandroleskeeps

grouptogether,citizenshipderivedfrom lineagemembershipandlegalstatus

dependsonit,politicalpowerandreligiouspowerderivedfromit,astrongeffective

baseforsocialrelations.

DescentTermsare:Unilineal;Matrilineal;Patrilineal;Ambilineal;BilateralorCognatic

InDescentStructuresthefollowingisobtained:lineages(patri&matri)thoseare

commonancestor.Clanmeansseverallineagescommonancestor,usuallylarge

groupsthatareassociatedwithmythicalancestors. Phratrywhichisunilineal

descentgroupcomposedofanumberofsupposedlyrelatedclans.Alsomoieties

meanhalf,whenanentiresocietyisdividedinto2unilinealdescentgroups.Many

societieshave2ormoretypesofdescentgroupsinvariouscombinationssome

havelineages&clans;othersmayhaveclans&phrateriesbutnolineages.

Exogamy&Endogamy:Exogamyisseekingpeopletohavesexualrelationsoutside

one’sgroupitcouldbesaidtomeanseekingotherstobecomeus(Seefigure3.2).

Endogamyismatingormarriagewithinagrouptowhichonebelongs,most

societiesareendogamousgroups.Toillustratethisexogamylinksgroupstogether

whileendogamykeepsgroupsapart.Rulesofendogamyhelpmaintainsocial,

economic,&politicaldistinctions&preservelimitationstotheaccessofwealth&

resources.

¬Activity3.1

Takeamomenttoreflectonwhatyouhavereadsofar.Basedonyourlearning

experience,notedownthedifferenttypeoffamilysystemidentifiedbyanthropology?
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Activity3.1Feedback:Takealookatfigure3.2;itdescribestheconceptofexogamy

and endogamy. Figure 3:2 Insiders & Outsiders

SummaryofModule3

InModule3,youhavelearnedthat:

Exogamyisseekingpeopletohavesexualrelationsoutsideone’sgroup.Seeking

otherstobecomeus.WhileEndogamy–matingormarriagewithinagrouptowhich

onebelongs.

1.Kinshipisasystemofsocialtiesderivedfromtherecognitionofgenealogical

relationsthatisuniversallyrecognizedanduniversallyaccordedwithsocial

importance.

2.Kin types consistofConsanguineals;Affinals;Fictive kin;Lineals and

Collaterals.

3.Desentstructurefollowsas:lineages(patrilineage&matrilineage)-common

ancestor;clanseverallineagescommonancestor,usuallylargegroupsthatare

associatedwithmythicalancestors.andphratry-unilinealdescentgroup



SOC212_U1_SJ¬_24.07.12_final 24/07/2012

SOC212_UI_EvolutionofCultureandSociety

composedofanumberofsupposedlyrelatedclans.

Self-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule3

Nowthatyouhavecompletedthisstudysession,youcanassesshowwellyouhave

achieveditsLearningOutcomesbyansweringthesequestions.Youcancheckyour

answerswiththeNotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestionsattheendofthisModule.

SAQ3.1(testslearningoutcome3.1)

Canyoucorrectlydifferenciatebetweenexogamyandendogamy?

SAQ3.2(testslearningoutcome3.2)

Definekinship?

SAQ3.3(testslearningoutcome3.3)

Itemizekintype?

SAQ3.4(testslearningoutcome3.4)

Canyouidentifydecentstructue?

NotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule3

SAQ3.1:Exogamyisseekingpeopletohavesexualrelationsoutsideone’sgroup.

Seekingotherstobecomeus.WhileEndogamy–matingormarriagewithinagroup

towhichonebelongs.

SAQ 3.2:Kinshipisasystem ofsocialtiesderivedfrom therecognitionof

genealogicalrelationsthatisuniversallyrecognizedanduniversallyaccordedwith

socialimportance.

SAQ3.3:KintypesconsistofConsanguineals;Affinals;Fictivekin;Linealsand

Collaterals.
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SAQ 3.4:Desentstructurefollowsas:lineages(patrilineage&matrilineage)-

commonancestor;clanseverallineagescommonancestor,usuallylargegroupsthat

areassociatedwithmythicalancestors.andphratry-unilinealdescentgroup

composedofanumberofsupposedlyrelatedclans.

FurtherReading

1.FalolaT2001CultureandCustomsofNigeria.Durham:CarolinaAcademic
Pres

2.HavilandWS,PrinsHELWalrathD&McbrideB(2008)Anthropology:the

humanchallenge.WadsworthCengageLearning(12thedn.).

Module4Subsistenceandeconomicsystems

Expectedduration:1weekor2contacthours

Introduction

Inthisstudysessionyouwillbeabletolearnhowmansurvivesthroughsubsistence

andeconomicsystem.Thisisanimportantindicatorofculturalbehaviourand

achievementsduringhumanevolutionaspointedoutinunitone.Asyouhavelearnt

frompreviouscoursesonculture,cultureandsocialinstitutionsrelatetoapeople’s

technology,economy,andnaturalenvironment.Allofthesefactorstogetherdefinea

people’spatternsofsubsistence;theserelatetohowtheyfeed,clothe,shelter,and
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otherwiseprovideforthemselves.

Whysubsistenceisimportanttohomosurvival?Whatculturalandenvironmental

elementspromoteeconomysubsistenceinhomo?

LearningOutcomesforModule4

Whenyouhavestudiedthissession,youshouldbeableto:

4.1Defineandusecorrectlyallofthekeywordsprintedinbold.(SAQs1.1,1.2,1.4)

4.2Explainthewhysubsistenceisimportanttohomosurvival(SAQs1.1,1.2,)

4.3identifytheculturalandenvironmentalelementsthatinfluenceseconomy

subsistenceinhomo(SAQs1.3)

4.1ModelsofsubsistenceinearlyHomo

4.1.1Subsistence

Subsistencestrategiesincludes:huntingandgathering;horticulture;subsistence

farming;surplusfarming;pastoralismandagriculture.Humansubsistencerefersto

thetypesoffoodhumanseat,thetechnologyusedinandmethodsofobtainingor

producing food,and thewaysinwhichsocialgroupsorsocietiesorganize

themselvesforgetting,making,anddistributingfood.Formillionsofyears,humans

probablyfedon-the-go,muchasotherprimatesdo.Thelifestyleassociatedwiththis

feedingstrategyisgenerallyorganizedaroundsmall,family-basedsocialgroupsthat

takeadvantageofdifferentfoodsourcesatdifferenttimesofyear.

Theearlyhumandietprobablyresembledthatofcloselyrelatedprimatespecies.

Thegreatapeseatmostlyplantfoods.Manyprimatesalsoeateasilyobtained

animalfoodssuchasinsectsandbirdeggs.Amongthefewprimatesthathunt,
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chimpanzeeswillpreyonmonkeysandevensmallgazelles.Thefirsthumans

probablyalsohadadietbasedmostlyonplantfoods.Inaddition,theyundoubtedly

atesomeanimalfoodsandmighthavedonesomehunting.Humansubsistence

begantodivergefromthatofotherprimateswiththeproductionanduseofthefirst

stonetools.Withthisdevelopment,themeatandmarrow(theinner,fat-richtissueof

bones)oflargemammalsbecameapartofthehumandiet.Thus,withtheadventof

stonetools,thedietofearlyhumansbecamedistinguishedinanimportantwayfrom

thatofapes.

Scientistshavefoundbrokenandbutcheredfossilbonesofantelopes,zebras,and

othercomparablysizedanimalsattheoldestarchaeologicalsites,whichdatefrom

about2.5millionyearsago.WiththeevolutionoflateHomo,humansbegantohunt

eventhelargestanimalsonEarth,includingmastodonsandmammoths,members

oftheelephantfamily.Agricultureandthedomesticationofanimalsaroseonlyin

therecentpast,withH.sapiens.

4.1.2ModelsofsubsistenceinearlyHomo

Paleoanthropologistshavedebatedwhetherearlymembersofthemodernhuman

genus were aggressive hunters,peacefulplantgatherers,oropportunistic

scavengers.Manyscientistsoncethoughtthatpredationandtheeatingofmeathad

strongeffectsonearlyhumanevolution.Thishuntinghypothesissuggestedthat

earlyhumansinAfricasurvivedparticularlyaridperiodsbyaggressivelyhunting

animalswithprimitivestoneorbonetools.Supportersofthishypothesisthought
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thathuntingandcompetitionwithcarnivorespowerfullyinfluencedtheevolutionof

humansocialorganizationandbehavior;toolmaking;anatomy,suchastheunique

structureofthehumanhand;andintelligence.

Beginninginthe1960s,studiesofapescastdoubtonthehuntinghypothesis.

Researchersdiscoveredthatchimpanzeescooperateinhuntsofatleastsmall

animals,suchasmonkeys.Huntingdidnot,therefore,entirelydistinguishearly

humansfromapes,andthereforehuntingalonemaynothavedeterminedthepath

ofearlyhumanevolution.Somescientistsinsteadarguedinfavoroftheimportance

offood-sharinginearlyhumanlife.Accordingtoafood-sharinghypothesis,

cooperation and sharing within family groups—instead of aggressive

hunting—stronglyinfluencedthepathofhumanevolution.

Scientistsoncethoughtthatarchaeologicalsitesasmuchas2millionyearsold

providedevidencetosupportthefood-sharinghypothesis.Someoftheoldest

archaeologicalsiteswereplaceswherehumansbroughtfoodandstonetools

together.Scientiststhoughtthatthesesitesrepresentedhomebases,withmanyof

thesocialfeaturesofmodernhunter-gatherercampsites,includingthesharingof

foodbetweenpair-bondedmalesandfemales.

Critiqueofthefood-sharinghypothesisresultedfrommorecarefulstudyofanimal

bonesfrom theearlyarchaeologicalsites.Microscopicanalysisofthesebones

revealedthemarksofhumantoolsandcarnivoreteeth,indicatingthatbothhumans

andpotentialpredators—suchashyenas,cats,andjackals—wereactiveatthese

sites.Thisevidencesuggestedthatwhatscientistshadthoughtwerehomebases

whereearlyhumanssharedfoodwereinfactfood-processingsitesthathumans
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abandonedtopredators.Thus,evidencedidnotclearlysupporttheideaoffood-

sharingamongearlyhumans.

Thenewresearchalsosuggestedadifferentviewofearlyhumansubsistence—that

earlyhumansscavengedmeatandbonemarrowfrom deadanimalsanddidlittle

hunting.Accordingtothisscavenginghypothesis,earlyhumansopportunistically

tookpartsofanimalcarcassesleftbypredators,andthenusedstonetoolsto

removemarrowfromthebones.

Observationsthatmanyanimals,suchasantelope,oftendieoffinthedryseason

makethescavenginghypothesisquiteplausible.Earlytoolmakerswouldhavehad

plentyofopportunitytoscavengeanimalfatandmeatduringdrytimesoftheyear.

However,otherarchaeologicalstudies—andabetterappreciationoftheimportance

ofhuntingamongchimpanzees—suggestthatthescavenginghypothesisistoo

narrow.Manyscientistsnowbelievethatearlyhumansbothscavengedandhunted.

Evidenceofcarnivoretoothmarksonbonescutbyearlyhumantoolmakers

suggeststhatthehumansscavengedatleastthelargeroftheanimalstheyate.

Theyalsoateavarietyofplantfoods.Somedisagreementremains,however,asto

howmuchearlyhumansreliedonhunting,especiallythehuntingofsmalleranimals.

4.2 Culturalandenvironmentalelementsthatinfluenceseconomy

subsistenceinhomo

Culturalandenvironmentalelementthatinfluenceseconomyvariesfromsocietyto
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society.Thetypesofsocietyandmeansofproduction,methodsofgettingfoodare

sointegretadthatitisdifficulttoseparatethetwo.However,thisunitwillendeavour

todiscusssuch.

Theorganizationofproduction: theorganisationofproductioncomprisesof

divisionoflabourandspecialisationasweshallsoonseeinthisunit.Certain

techiquescanbestbeperformedbyindividualwhileothersmayrequirehighly

coordinatedgroupeffort.ForexampletheEskimohuntermustcreepuponhisprey

asquietlyaspossibleinordertogetcloseenoughtousethebowandarrow,spear

orharpoonwithoutfrightiningtheannimalintoflight.

Divisionoflabourbysexandage:Divisionoflabourbysexisauniversaleconomic

characteristic.Earlyinlife,childenlearnthetasksthatwilllaterbeassignedtothem

asadult.Inallsocietythereappeartoberegularpatternsintheassignmentofmale

andfemalerole.Ingeneral,menundertakemorestrenuousworkandareallorted

tasksthatinvolveleavinghome.Thushuntingasstatedearlierismen’sjob.Women,

ontheotherhand,aremorefrequentlyassingnedlightertaskthatcanbeperformed

inornearhomelikewatercarring,cooking,cleaningandsoon.

Specialisationoflabour:Fromthestorylineofthedaysofhunter-gatherer,certain

formofspecialisationisexpected.Amanmustknowhowtomakehisowntrapsand

weaponsaswellashowtousethemtocatchalargevarietyofanimals.Awoman

mustbeanamateurbiologist,abletoidentifyandgatherediblefood.Knowhowto

cook,danceandsing.Eachworkingdayissomewhatdifferentfromtheothersand

demandssomedegreeofspecialisation.

Forcelabour:Forcelabourisdistinctamongallotherculturalandenvironmental

elementthatinfluenceseconomy.Otherworkdiscussedhasbeenvoluntarylabour,
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wherenoformalorganisationexiststoforceapersontoworkorpunishthemfornot

doingthesame.However,morecomplexsocietiesincludeintheirsystemsof

organisationwaysofforcingpeopletoworkfortheauthorities-betheyking,chief,or

state.Taxpayment,tenantfarmingandslaveryamongotherarefewexamples.

Activity4.1

Takeamomenttoreflectonwhatyouhavereadsofar;basedonyourlearning

experienceonsubsistenceeconomysystem,notedownsomeofthekeyculturaland

environmentalelementsthatinfluencessubsistenceeconomyinhomo?

Activity4.1Feedback:

Takealookatfigure4.1;itdescribesthevariousculturalandenvironmental

elementsthatinfluencesubsistenceeconomyinhomo.

Figure4.1Cultureandenvironmentalelementinsubsistenceeconomy

SummaryofModule4

InModule4,youhavelearnedthat:

Specialisation
oflabour

Forcelabour

Divisionoflabourby
sexandage

Theorganizationof
production

Culturaland
Environmental
Elementin
subsistence
economy
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1.Humansubsistencereferstothetypesoffoodhumanseat,thetechnology

usedinandmethodsofobtainingorproducingfood,andthewaysinwhich

socialgroupsorsocietiesorganizethemselvesforgetting,making,and

distributingfood.

2.Subsistence strategies includes: hunting and gathering; horticulture;

subsistencefarming;surplusfarming;pastoralismandagriculture.

3.Culturalandenvironmentalelementsare:theorganizationofproduction;d

ivisionoflabourbysexandage;specialisationoflabourandforcelabour

Self-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule4

Nowthatyouhavecompletedthisstudysession,youcanassesshowwellyouhave

achieveditsLearningOutcomesbyansweringthesequestions.Youcancheckyour

answerswiththeNotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestionsattheendofthisModule.

SAQ4.1(testslearningoutcome4.1)

How can you explain subsistence in relation to you understanding from

anthroplogicalangle?

SAQ4.2(testslearningoutcome4.2)

Explainhowsubsistenceisimportanttohomosurvival?

SAQ4.3(testslearningoutcome4.3)

Identify the culturaland environmentalelements that influence economy

subsistenceinhomo?



SOC212_U1_SJ¬_24.07.12_final 24/07/2012

SOC212_UI_EvolutionofCultureandSociety

NotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule4

SAQ4.1:Humansubsistencereferstothetypesoffoodhumanseat,thetechnology

usedinandmethodsofobtainingorproducingfood,andthewaysinwhichsocial

groupsorsocietiesorganizethemselvesforgetting,making,anddistributingfood.

SAQ 4.2:Subsistencestrategiesincludes:huntingandgathering;horticulture;

subsistencefarming;surplusfarming;pastoralismandagriculture.

SAQ4.3:Culturalandenvironmentalelementsare:theorganizationofproduction;d

ivisionoflabourbysexandage;specialisationoflabourandforcelabour

FurtherReading

1.FalolaT2001CultureandCustomsofNigeria.Durham:CarolinaAcademic
Pres

2.HavilandWS,PrinsHELWalrathD&McbrideB(2008)Anthropology:the

humanchallenge.WadsworthCengageLearning(12thedn.).
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Module5Politicalorganization

Expectedduration:1weekor2contacthours

Introduction

Inthisstudysessionyouwillbeabletolearntheanthropologicalinterestinpower

andmaintenanceoforder.Whohaspower?Howdoespowerdifferfromauthority?

Howispowerorganizedandadministered?Howisordermaintained?Howisconflict

organized?

LearningOutcomesforModule5

Whenyouhavestudiedthissession,youshouldbeableto:

5.1Defineandusecorrectlyallofthekeywordsprintedinbold.(SAQs5.1,5.2,5.4)

5.2Describewhohaspower(SAQs5.1,5.2,)

5.3Distinguishedbetweenpowerandauthority(SAQs5.3)

5.4Identifyhowpowerisorganisedandadimnistered(SAQs5.1and5.4).

5.5Explainhowconflictisorganized.(SAQs5.1and5.5)

5.1 Powerandauthority

5.1.1Powerandmaintenanceoforder

Politicalorganizationreferstothewaypowerisdistributedandembeddedinthe

societies.Thisorganisationmaintaneorderthroughsocialcontrol;byusingjoke,

ridiculeandderisiontokeepdeviantbehaviourincheck.Theyalsouseduelssong,

derisivesongandotherformofsongstosolveconflictsbetweenindividuals.People

analsobeostracisefromagroupasjudiciarysystems.
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EricWolf:identifiesfour(4)ModalitiesofPowertheyare:1.Potency,capability,

charisma(individual).2.Abilityofpersontoimposeitswillinsocialactionupon

another.3.Tacticalororganizationalpower--Theinstrumentalitiesthroughwhich

individualsorgroupsdirectorcircumscribetheactionsofothers.4.Structuralpower

–powerthatorganizesandorchestratesthesettingsthemselves&thatspecifies

thedirection&distributionofenergyflows.

Power:abilitytobringaboutresults:powermaybeinformalandbasedonforce;itan

alsobecoercivepowerorpersuasivepower.Symbolicpowerbasedonpositive

expectationsofthosewhoaccedetoit.Authorityisthesociallyrecognizedasthe

righttoexertpower.Legitimacyisthesociallyrecognizedrighttohold,use,and

allocatepower.

5.2 Howpowerisorganisedandadministered

Earlyanthropologistswerepre-occupationwithpoliticalorganizationsof:British

IndiaandAfrica(howarepeopleruledwithoutastate);VictorianEuropeandthe

appearanceofthemodernnation-stateandtheideaofacephaloussocietieswithout

heads.

Theearlyevolutionaryschemematchedwithsubsistencestrategiesforexamplewe

seepoliticalorganisationlikeband,tribe,chiefdom,state(withthesubsistenceof

foragers,horticulturalists,agriculturalists,industrialistsrespectively).Infigure11.1

differenttypesofpoliticalorganizationrelatedtodifferentsubsistencestrategy;

populationdensityandheterogeneity;degreeofhierarchyandsocialstratification;

presenceofboundedterritoryanddegreeofformalizationofrule.

Band,Tribe,Chiefdom,State
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However,inpoliticalsystem sequencecanbereplacedwithcontrastbetween

uncentralizedandcentralizedpoliticalsystems,forinstancereplacingevolutionary

perspectivewithethnographicpresentorhistoricalperspective.Indetailslet

considerBandsandTribesUncentralizedpoliticalsystems;itsassociatedwith

subsistenceleveleconomiessuchasforaging;small,homogeneouspopulations;

littlesocialstratification;relativelyautonomousgroups;oftenrelativelymobile

withoutstrictterritorialboundarieswhereformalleaderororganizationbeyond

kinshiparerare.

Tribalsystem consistsofseparatebandsorvillagesintegratedthroughlineages,

clans,agegrades,orotherassociationscross-cuttingkinshipandterritoryitisless

autonomyforgreatersecurity.Tribalsystem isoftenassociatedwithfarmingor

herdingsubsistencestrategiesi.egreaterfoodproduction.Othercharacteristicsof

tribeincludes:greaterpopulationdensity;consistsofoneormoreautonomous
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communitieswhichmaythenform alliances;mayrangeacrossabroadterritory;

socialstratificationrelatedtokinshipandcross-cuttingassociationsandneedsfor

alliance.Alliancesometimesisnecessitatedbecauseofdefenseorraiding,pooling

ofresources,capitalizeonawindfallandtheneedtoreturntoautonomous

communities.

Tribalsysteminanocentralizedleadership,choiceofaleaderistypicallysomeone

respectedforwisdom orprowess–charisma&“bigmen”.Groupdecisionsare

madebyconsensusbutleadersmayinfluencesuchthroughoratorypower.Once

decisionsaremadetheyareenforcedthroughwithdrawalofcooperation,gossip,

criticismandbeliefs(beliefsthatanti-socialactionscausedisease–witchcraft)

TribesandLineagesthefollowingaretobenotedonemaximallineage(tribes)two

majorlineages(families)threeminorlineages(fathers'houses)andlastlyminimal

lineages(extendedpatrilocalhouseholds).

Ranksocietiesdonothaveunequalaccesstoeconomicresourcesortopower,but

theydocontainsocialgroupshavingunequalaccesstoprestige.Whatunequal

accesstoprestigemeansisoftenreflectedinpositionofchieftowhichonlysome

membersofaspecifiedgroupinthesocietycansucceed(herewetalkabout

Ascribedstatus)

Thestateisthemostformalform ofpoliticalorganizationsandisoneofthe

hallmarksofcivilizationherepoliticalpoweriscentralizedinagovernmentwhich

maylegitimatelyuseforcetoregulatetheaffairsofitscitizens.Youcanreadabout

Weber’smonopolyonthelegitimateuseofforce.Historically,originalstates

appearedabout5,000yearsago.Thestateischaracterisedwithincreasedfood

production(agricultureandindustry),irrigationandtransformationoflandscape,
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increasedpopulation,fixedterritory,developedmarketsystem,appearanceofcities

anddevelopedurbansector.

Thestatecamewiththeappearanceofbureaucracy,military,usuallyanofficial

religion,delegationofauthoritytomaintainorder(withinandwithoutitsborders),

righttocontrolinformation,authorityisformalandimpersonal(i.eofficeholderand

theperson).Differentiationinpopulationappears–socialstratification,appearance

ofethnicity,issuesaboutpermanent,heritableinequalityinotherplacesslaves,

castesandclassessystemprevails,socialconflictalsoincreases.

Whythestate?Orfrombandtostate?Thefollowingareitemized:morewealth;more

people;moresedentism;moreinequalityandranking;lessrelianceonkinship;more

internaland externalconflict;increased powerand responsibilityto leaders;

increasedburdentocitizenstosupportpoliticalorganizationandincreaseduseof

formal,legalstructuresforadjudication.

TheNation(State):modernnation-stateisamorerecentphenomenon;mosthave

appearedsincetheendofWorldWarII(WWII).Theyarecommunitiesofpeoplewho

seethemselvesas“onepeople”onthebasisofcommonancestry,history,society,

institutions,ideology,language,territory,and (often) religion.Anthropology

questionsthisrealitywhilerecognizingthepoweroftheidea;differencesare

suppressedinmodernnation-states.

Nationandnationality:nationwasonceaterm thatreferredtotribe,indigenous

people,orethnicgroup,collectivelysharingsinglelanguage,religion,history,territory,

ancestry,kinship(Herder&volk).Nationcomestomeanthestateoracountry;a

sociopoliticalform,themodernstatecomposedofdiverseethnicgroups.

TheNation,SocialStructureandNationalIdentity:Thisisbaseduponsentimentsof



SOC212_U1_SJ¬_24.07.12_final 24/07/2012

SOC212_UI_EvolutionofCultureandSociety

prestigeextenddeepintothemassesofpoliticalstructures(locatedinthefieldof

politics).Groupswhoholdthepowertosteercommonconductwithinapolitywill

moststronglyinstillthemselveswiththisidealfervorofpowerprestige.Thosewho

thinkofthemselvesasbeingspecificpartnersofaspecificculturediffusedamong

membersofthepolity

TheState,TheNation,andEthnicity:181statesbut5000nations?Ideathatnation

andstatecoincideisrare.Theappearanceofethnicityandtheriseofthenation-

state.(Nash)nation-stateresponsiblefortheriseanddefinitionofsocialentities

calledethnicgroups-last500years.Grewoutofthewreckofempires,breakupsof

civilizations-disruptionsofmechanicsocieties.withinbordersofnation-state-

socialandculturaldiversity.

PoliticalOrganizationandEthnicity:ethnicityisfoundeduponstructuralinequities

amongdissimilargroupsintoasinglepoliticalentitybasedonculturaldifferences&

similaritiesperceivedassharedidentificationwith&feelingapartofanethnicgroup

&exclusionfromcertainothergroupsbecauseofthisaffiliation.

5.3 Howconflictisorganized

UsandThemusingBedouinproverb:Iagainstmybrother;Iandmybrotheragainst

ourcousin;I,mybrotherandourcousinagainsttheneighbors;allofusagainstthe

foreigners.Thisproverbisbasedoncomplementaryorbalancedopposition.Let

considerthedifferentmodelinstatebeforetheissuesthatcausesconflict.

Pluri-EthnicStates:Theseentaildifferentstructureofstatelike1.Pluralistmodel

treatsgroupsaspermanentandenduringherethereisgrouprights.2.Cosmopolitan

modelacceptsshiftingboundaries,multipleaffiliations,andhybrididentitieshere

thereisindividualrights.3.AccommodationofimmigrantethnicityandMinority
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nationalism –nationswithin(indigenouspeoplesandQuébécois).4.Stateless

nations,ethnicnationalism vs.indigenousgroups.5.Nationswithin–groupsthat

formedcompleteandfunctioningsocietiesontheirhistorichomelandbeforebeing

incorporatedintoalargerstate(theycouldhavebeentypicallyinvoluntaryby

colonization,conquest,etc).

EthnicConflict:Causes1.Assimilation2.Apartheid3.Diaspora4.Ethnocideand

5.Genocide.

AnthropologyofWar:Thematerialist/ecologicalschoolviewcausesofpre-state

warfareastobefoundlargelyinthematerialfoundationsoftheculturalsystem.The

BioculturalSchoolviewcausesofwarfaretobeultimatelyfoundinacombinationof

ecologicalandbiologicalelements.Thethirdisthehistoricalschoolwhichview

aboutwaristobefoundinthespecifichistoricalcontextoftheeventsinquestion

andthepersonalmotivationsofthepeopleinvolvedinthoseevents.

AnthropologyofViolence:TheseventeenthcenturyphilosopherThomasHobbes

assertsthatviolenceisintheheartofallhumans.Societyhowever,standsasthe

alternativetoviolence.Analyticallyviolenceisanextremelywideanddiverse

phenomenon,itcouldbeginfrom small-scalesituationstolargescaleofinfliction,

experienceandviolencemayevenbejustify(infamilies,villages,neighbourhoods,

gangs,combatgroups,committees,presidentialadvisorygroupse.t.c);thisinsight

helpustoquestionshumankindasawhole:whatisit,inthemake-upofhumans

thatmakesusviolentanimalsgiventointra-speciesaggression?

Violence:Lookingatitsformsandcontrolsisfundamentaltohumansocial

existenceandiscentraltotheoriesregardingthenatureofsociety.Forexample

Violencecanbeasculturalexpressionand/orperformance(Scriptedlikeactinga
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drama),from anthropologyofidentity(politicalorganisation)violencecanbe

culturallyinbededforexperience,emotiveforcesandbodilypractices.Violenceis

sometimesorganisedasadiscursivepracticewithritualsandsymbols.When

violencebecomesaculturalpracticeitisnotjustaninstrument.Finnally,violence

canbeasawayofaffirmingandsubverting“culture”.

¬¬¬¬¬Activity5.1

Takeamomenttoreflectonwhatyouhavereadsofar.Basedonyourlearning

experience,andknowledgeaboutpoliticalorganization,notedownhowconflictis

organised?

Activity5.1Feedback:

SummaryofModule5

InModule5,youhavelearnedthat:

1.Politicalorganizationreferstothewaypowerisdistributedandembeddedin

thesocieties.

2.Power:abilitytobringaboutresults:powermaybeinformalandbasedon

force;itanalsobecoercivepowerorpersuasivepower.Symbolicpowerbased

onpositiveexpectationsofthosewhoaccedetoit.

3.Authorityisthesociallyrecognizedastherighttoexertpower

4.Powerisorganisedandadministeredthroughpoliticalorganizations
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5.Conflictisorganizedthroughthedicotomyof‘usandthem’andpluri-ethnic

states.

Self-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule5

Nowthatyouhavecompletedthisstudysession,youcanassesshowwellyouhave

achieveditsLearningOutcomesbyansweringthesequestions.Youcancheckyour

answerswiththeNotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestionsattheendofthisModule.

SAQ5.1(testslearningoutcome5.1)

Canyoudefinepoliticalorganisation?

SAQ5.2(testslearningoutcome5.2)

Howcanyouidentifythepersonwhohaspower?

SAQ5.3(testslearningoutcome5.3)

Distinguishedbetweenpowerandauthority?

SAQ5.4(testslearningoutcome5.4)

Identifyhowpowerisorganisedandadimnistered?

SAQ5.5(testslearningoutcome5.5)

Explainhowconflictisorganized?

NotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule5

SAQ5.1:Politicalorganizationreferstothewaypowerisdistributedandembedded

inthesocieties.

SAQ5.2:Poweristheabilitytobringaboutresultsanyonethatcanproducesuch

resultissaidtohavepower.
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SAQ5.3:Poweristheabilitytobringresultwhileauthorityistherighttoexertpower.

SAQ5.4Powerisorganisedandadministeredthroughpoliticalorganizations.

SAQ5.5Conflictisorganizedthroughthedicotomyof‘usandthem’andpluri-ethnic

states.

FurtherReading

1.ClarkSpencerLarsen(2008)Ourorigins:discoveringphysicalanthropology.
W.W.Norton&Co. 

2.RadcliffeSA(ed.)2006.CultureandDevelopmentinaGlobalizingWorld:
Geographies,ActorsandParadigms.Oxford:Routledge,Taylor&Francis
Group.

3.JegedeAS(2007)CulturalsymbolsandhealthcommunicationinYoruba
settingofSouthwesternNigeria.JournalofEnvironmentandCulture.4(1):1-
15.

4.JegedeAS & AjalaAS,(2005)Globalization,academicdisciplinesand
development:WitherisanthropologyinNigeria?WestAfricanJournalof
Archeologyvol.35nos.1&2:pp136-142.

Module6Beliefsystemsandreligiouspractices

Expectedduration:1weekor2contacthours

Introduction

Thissessionisaboutbeliefsystemandreligiouspractices.Onewaytoseereligion

istoseeitasabeliefinspiritualbeing.Anotherwaytoseeitisasamethodof

appealingtopowerssuperiortomanwhicharebelievedtodirectthecourseof
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nature.Youarelikelygoingtoknowonepersonortheotherthathasabeliefsystem

differentfromyours.Takealittletimetothinkofsuchdifferences.Isthedifference

inthewayofdogmaormeansofritual?Hereyouwilllearnhowbeliefsystemand

religionisuniversaltoallHomosapiens.

Whatthenisreligion?Towhatextentisreligionuniversal?Whatvariationexistsin

religiousbelief?Whatvariationexistsinreligiouspractice?

LearningOutcomesforModule6

Whenyouhavestudiedthissession,youshouldbeableto:

6.1Defineandusecorrectlyallofthekeywordsprintedinbold.(SAQs6.1,6.2,6.4)

6.2Describetheextenttowhichreligionisuniversal(SAQs6.1,6.2,)

6.3Explaintheexistingvariationinreligiousbelief(SAQs6.3)

6.4Explaintheexistingvariationinreligiouspractices(SAQs6.1and6.4).

6.1 Universalityofreligion

6.1.1 TheconceptofReligion

Thedetailsofreligionspracticedinthefardistancepastcannotalwaysbe

recovered,butevidenceofritualtreatmentofthedeadsuggeststhatearlyman

believedintheexistenceofsupernaturalspiritandthattheytriedtocommunicate

withandperhapsinfluencethem,thisshowtheevidenceoftheuniversalityof

religioninhistorictime.

InthiscasetheReligionarticulatesaculture’s“beliefs”andconceptionof“the

beyond.”

Durkheimsawreligionasworshipofsociety,notasworshipofadeity:“…ritesarea
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meansthroughwhichagroupreaffirmsitself.”Religiousritesstrengthencommonly

heldattitudes.

Thesocialfunctionsofreligionareprovidingemotionalsupportandsecurityforthe

believers;religionprovidesmeaninginanaturalworldinwhichhumanshavelittleor

nocontrolovercertainphenomena.Humansusereligiontodealwith:dependence;

powerlessness;Scarcity.Religionoffersatranscendentalrelationshipwith“the

beyond,”whichprovidespeoplewithnewsecurity(afirmeridentityinthisworld-

believersandpriests)

Religionprovidessocialcontrol:AsDurkheimimplied,religionsacralizesthenorms

andvaluesofestablishedsociety,maintainingthedominanceofgroupgoalsover

individualwishes,bythisreligionisameansofsocialcontrol.

ReligionProvidesMechanismsforSocialChange:Religionhasserveda“prophetic”

functioninwhichabsolutestandardstakeprecedenceover“earthly”ones.Religious

beliefisthususedasjustificationforsocialprotests,socialmovements,political

revolutions,etc.

ReligionContributestoIndividuals’Identities:Religionisanaspectofheritage,like

ethnicity.Religionfurnishespartofindividuals’understandingofwhom andwhat

theyare:eg,“IamCatholic”or“IamMuslim.”

ReligionisaFactorindirectingtheIndividual’sLifecourse:Religioncontributestothe

developingidentityoftheindividual(thisisthematurationfunctionofreligion).

Religionsprescriberites,privilegesandresponsibilitiesthatareassociatedwithlife

stages,aswiththeidentityof“elder,”ceremoniesforentryinto“adulthood,”marriage,

etc.

Anyofthese“functions”mightalsobeseenas“dysfunctional.”Forexample,religion
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mightrecommendquietism,notsocialprotest;religionmightinstillimmaturity,not

personaldevelopment.

ReligionandSecularSociety:generally,religionconcernsthe“sacred,”andsecular

societycomprisesthe“profane.”However,thereareimportantand enduring

relationshipsbetweenthesetwoseparatespheres.Thereligion-societylinkis

expresseddifferentlyindifferentreligiousorganizations.

6.2Variationinreligiousbelief

Thereisnogeneralagreementaboutwhymenneedreligion.Butitisgenerally

knownthatmanhasinventedspirit,godsandsupernaturalbeingsandforces.These

inventionleadstotherecognitionoftheenormousvariationindetailsofreligious

beliefandpractice.Societiesdifferinthekindofsupernaturalbeingtheycreat,inthe

characteroftheirsupernaturalbeings,in the structure orhierarchyofthe

organizationofthosebeing,whatthebeingactuallydo,andwhathappenstomen

afterdeath.Variationexistsalsointhewayinwhichthesocietyinteractswiththe

supernatural;whethereveryonehasequalaccesstothesupernatural,orwhether

specialistsactasintermidiariesbetweenpeopleandthesupernatural,andwhether

thecommunicationissupplicativeormanipulative.

6.3Variationinreligiouspractices

Belifsarenottheonlyelementsofreligionthatvaryfromsocietytosociety.Thereis

alsovariationinhowpeopledealwiththesupernatural:theremayormaynotbe

intermidiaries between god and man and the mannerofapproach to the

supernaturalvariesfromsuplication(requists,prayersandsoon)tomanipulation.It

ispermisibleinallreligionsfortheindividualapproachthesupernatural.Butinsome

societiesthecontactwiththesupernaturalismoreonanindividualbasisthanin
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others.

¬¬¬¬¬Activity6.1

Takeamomenttoreflectonwhatyouhavereadsofar.Basedonyourlearning

experience,andknowledgeaboutbeliefsystem andreligionspractice,notedown

howuniversalityisreligion?

Activity6.1Feedback:

SummaryofModule6

InModule6,youhavelearnedthat:

1.Durkheimsawreligionasworshipofsociety,notasworshipofadeity.

2.Earlymanbelievedintheexistenceofsupernaturalspiritandthattheytriedto

communicatewithandperhapsinfluencethem,thisshowtheevidenceofthe

universalityofreligioninhistorictime.

3.Variationexistsalsointhewayinwhichthesocietyinteractswiththe

supernatural;whethereveryonehasequalaccesstothesupernatural,or

whetherspecialistsactasintermidiariesbetweenpeopleandthesupernatural,

andwhetherthecommunicationissupplicativeormanipulative.

4.Theremayormaynotbeintermidiariesbetweengodandmanandthemanner

ofapproachtothesupernaturalvariesfromsuplication(requists,prayersand

soon)tomanipulation.
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Self-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule6

Nowthatyouhavecompletedthisstudysession,youcanassesshowwellyouhave

achieveditsLearningOutcomesbyansweringthesequestions.Youcancheckyour

answerswiththeNotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestionsattheendofthisModule.

SAQ6.1(testslearningoutcome6.1)

Canyoudefinewhatreligionis?

SAQ6.2(testslearningoutcome6.2)

Describetheextenttowhichreligionisuniversal?

SAQ6.3(testslearningoutcome6.3)

Explaintheexistingvariationinreligiousbelief?

SAQ6.4(testslearningoutcome6.4)

Explaintheexistingvariationinreligiouspractices?

NotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule6

SAQ6.1:Religionisseenasworshipofsociety,notasworshipofadeity

SAQ6.2:Earlymanbelievedintheexistenceofsupernaturalspirit,thisshowthe

evidenceoftheuniversalityofreligioninhistorictime.

SAQ6.3:Variationexistsinthewaysocietyinteractswiththesupernatural;whether

everyonehasequalaccesstothesupernatural,orwhetherspecialistsactas

intermidiariesbetweenpeopleandthesupernatural,andwhetherthecommunication

issupplicativeormanipulative.

SAQ6.4Thevariationinreligiouspracticesoccurinthewayofapproachtheymay

ormaynotbeintermidiariesbetweengodandmanandthemannerofapproachto
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the supernaturalvaries from suplication (requists,prayers and so on)to

manipulation.

FurtherReading

1.ClarkSpencerLarsen(2008)Ourorigins:discoveringphysicalanthropology.
W.W.Norton&Co. 

2.FalolaT2001CultureandCustomsofNigeria.Durham:CarolinaAcademic
Pres

3.FalolaT2006edn.TheYorubaintransition:history,valueandmodernity.
Durham:CarolinaAcademicurban.

4.BealRLet.al(1971)AnIntroductiontoAnthropology.NewYork:The
MacMillanCompany.

5.GaryFerraro (2008)ClassicReadingsinCulturalAnthropology.Cengage
Learning

6.OkeEA1984Anintroductiontosocialanthropology.Ibadan:Longman.
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Module7Individualidentityandtherelationshipbetween
individualsandtheircultures

Expectedduration:1weekor2contacthours

Introduction

Inthisstudysessionyouwilllearnaboutindividualidentityandtherelationship

betweenindividualsandtheirculture.Anthropologyviewofindividualgoesbeyonda

restrictedview ofotherdiscipline.Itcombinestheview ofotherdisciplineto

establishitsview abouttheindividual,anthropologistgenerallyattributedthe

formationofpersonalitytoacomplexinteractionbetweentheindividual’sgenetic

inheritanceandhislifeexperience.

How relevantisculturetoindividualidentityyoumaywanttoask?How does

anthropologyview the conceptofindividual?How doeslearning shape our

individuality?

LearningOutcomesforModule7

Whenyouhavestudiedthissession,youshouldbeableto:

7.1Defineandusecorrectlyallofthekeywordsprintedinbold.(SAQs1.1,1.2,1.4)

7.2Describetherelevanceofculturetoindividualidentity(SAQs1.1,1.2,)

7.3Explainhowlearningshapestheindividuals(SAQs1.3)

7.1Relevanceofculturetoindividualidentity

7.1.1Identity
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Itisgenerallyagreedthatanindividual’spersonalityistheresultofaninteraction

betweenhisgeneticinheritanceandhislifeexperiences,althoughthereisnotmuch

knownyetaboutwhatspecificfactorsgiverisetowhichspecificpersonalitytraits.

However,theprimaryfactorlimitingtherangeofindividualbehaviourvariationsis

thecultureitself.EmileDurkheim stressesdthefactthatcultureissomething

outsideofus,thatis,externaltotheindividualonwhomitexertsastrongcoercieve

power.Wedonotalwaysfeeltheconstraintsofourculturebecausewegenerally

conform tothetypeofconductandthoughtwhichitrequiresyetwhenwetryto

breaktheculturalconstaints,theirstrenghtbecomesapparent.Cultureisrelevantto

individualidentityandtheirconstraintsareoftwobasictypes,directandindirect.

Thedirectisobvious,forexample,ifamanputonskirtandblouseinanIgboculture

themanwillberidicle,buto\ifthepersontieswrapperwithawalkingstickhewill

accordedrespectinthesameculturebutmaybesubjecttolaughingscorninYoruba

culture.

Anthropologyviewidentityfrommanyangelstheyincludethefollowing:

EgoIdentity:thisisreferredtoasanindividual’sidentity.Itconsistsofone’s

subjectivesenseofpersonalcontinuitythroughtimeandsomeawarnessofone’s

owncharacteristics.Thisidentityrequiresacomplex,cognitive,perceptualcapacity

andamemorytoprovidecontinuityofself-experience.Otheridentitywillbedissued

soonasyoureadabouttheindividuals.

IdentitycanbeexpressthroughClothing–whichclotheswillwechoosetoexpress

our:Gender;Ethnicity;ClassandPost-modernism.Hair–length,colour,texture.

Gender–shorthaironwomen?onmen?Ethnicity–coverhair,cutit?Rebellion?

Conformityandfashion?Tattoosandpiercings–signoftheoutcast?Workingclass?
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Unfeminine?Post-modernortribal?Language–whatisconsideredladylikeinterms

oflanguage?Ifyouwanttobeseenasmalewhatvocabularyshouldyouusewith

mates?PersonalPossessions–how dowomenusetheirmobilephones–as

security,asfashionaccessory?Howdomenlistentomusic?

7.2Anthropologicalviewpointoftheconceptofindividual

Individualorganiseshis/herbehaviouronthebasisofsociallyprovidedandshare

motive.Ashumanbeingwesharesomefeaturesofpersonalidentity.Thesefeatures

aredeterminedbyuniversalaspectsofhumanbiology,bythephysicalenvironment

weinhabitandbythefactofoursocio-culturalenvironmentandmembershipof

variousgroups.Theotheridentitiesyettobementionareherelisted:

SocialIdentity:Thisaspectreflectsthepositionofanindividualinacommunityora

society.Thisinvolvesaperson’ssocialroles,status,positionoridentificationina

community.

Psychosocialidentity:Psychosocialidentityisbothsubjectiveandobjectivebecause

itincooperatetheindividualandthesocial.

Stigmatisedidentity:elementofstigmatisedidentitiesareoftenfoundinthe

unconsciouseworldoftheindividual.Thiscouldleadtoidentityconfusionthatis

characterisedbyastateofacuteemotionalandintellectualimpairment.Thisisoften

associatedwithprolonged,unusuallypainful,lifeexperiencessuchasrepeated

victimazation,deprivation,warorimprisonment.

7.3Learningaculture

Ifcultureisapartoftheconditionofbeinghuman,thentheindividualmustlearnto

behuman.buthumandonotlearncultureintheabstract,theylearnspecificcultures.
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Theprocessbywhichanewborninfantwithanincompletelydevelopednervous

system,restrictedvisionsandhearingwithfragilbodyframeandlimitedtoonlyfew

environmentalstimulidevelopedintoanIboofHausa.,middleclassNigerianora

ghettoinLagosiscomplex.Wedonotknowpreciselyhowsuchachildlearnshis

culture.Theprocessistoocomplexbut,overtimethepatternoflearninghasbeen

bothformal(education)andinformal(education).

Tothesocialscientist,andespeciallytotheanthropologist,educationisawider

processthatincludesallformsoflearningbothformalandinformalthatresultinthe

acquisitionofculturebytheindividual,theformationofhispersonality,andlearning

toaccommodatehimorherselftolivingasamemberofasociety.

Individualacquiretheirpatternsofbehaviour,theirattitudesopinionsandvalue

systemsfrommanysourcesamongwhichtheschooloftenplaysbutaminorrole.

Individualslearnfromfamilymembers,friends,associates,agegrade,massmedia

andreligiousleader.Byvirtueofthisprocess,theindividuallearnsthewaysofhis

cultureandcomestoparticipatemoreorlessfullyinit.Healsoacquiresa

personalityacomplexpatternofrationalities,perceptions,ideasandhabit.

¬¬¬¬¬Activity7.1

Takeamomenttoreflectonwhatyouhavereadsofar.Basedonyourlearning

experience,andknowledgeabouttheindividualidentity,notedownsomecultural

elementstoindividualidentity?

Activity1.1Feedback:
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SummaryofModule7

InModule7,youhavelearnedthat:

1.Egoidentityisreferredtoasanindividual’sidentitythatconsistsofone’s

subjectivesenseofpersonalcontinuitythroughtimeandsomeawarnessof

one’sowncharacteristics.

2.Cultureisrelevanttoindividualidentityandtheirconstraintsareoftwobasic

types,directandindirect.

3.Individualacquiretheirpatternsofbehaviour,theirattitudesopinionsand

valuesystemsfrommanysourcesamongwhichtheschool,familymembers,

friends,associates,agegrade,massmediaandreligiousleaderdoplayarole.

Self-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule7

Nowthatyouhavecompletedthisstudysession,youcanassesshowwellyouhave

achieveditsLearningOutcomesbyansweringthesequestions.Youcancheckyour

answerswiththeNotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestionsattheendofthisModule

SAQ7.1(testslearningoutcome7.1)

Canyoudefinewhatanthropologistmeantbyegoidentity?

SAQ7.2(testslearningoutcome7.2)

Describetherelevanceofculturetoindividualidentity?

SAQ7.3(testslearningoutcome7.3)

Explainhowlearningshapestheindividuals?

NotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule7
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SAQ7.1:Egoidentityisreferredtoasanindividual’sidentitythatconsistsofone’s

subjectivesenseofpersonalcontinuitythroughtimeandsomeawarnessofone’s

owncharacteristics.

SAQ7.2:Cultureisrelevanttoindividualidentitybecauseservesasbothdirectand

indirectconstraintstotheindividuals.

SAQ7.3:Individualacquiretheirpatternsofbehaviour,theirattitudesopinionsand

valuesystemsfrommanysourcesamongwhichtheschool,familymembers,friends,

associates,agegrade,massmediaandreligiousleaderdoplayarole.

FurtherReading

1.BealRLet.al(1971)An Introduction to Anthropology.New York:The
MacMillanCompany.

2.GaryFerraro (2008)ClassicReadingsinCulturalAnthropology.Cengage
Learning

3.OkeEA1984Anintroductiontosocialanthropology.Ibadan:Longman.

Module8Socio-culturalchange

Expectedduration:1weekor2contacthours

Introduction

Inthisstudysessionyouwillbefamiliarizewithhowculturechangeovertime.Note

thatchangeisconstant,butcultureiseverchanging,therefore,nospecificcultural

patternsremainresistanttochange.Youwillalsolearnhowculturechangeinthe

modernworld.

Youmaywanttoask,howculturechangegenerally?Thenhowculturechangeinthe

modernworld?

LearningOutcomesforModule8

Whenyouhavestudiedthissession,youshouldbeableto:
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8.1Defineandusecorrectlyallofthekeywordsprintedinbold.(SAQs1.1,1.2,1.4)

8.2Discusshowculturechange(SAQs1.1,1.2,)

8.3Describehowculturechangeinthemodernworld(SAQs1.3)

8.1Howculturechange

8.1.1Culturalchange

Cultureisnotstatic;itisdynamicandeverchanging.Becausecultureconsistof

learnedpatternsofbehaviourandbeliefs,culturaltraitscanbelearn,unlearnedand

re-learnedanewashumanneedschanges.Therearesomenoticablechangeswhen

wecompareourselfwithourparent’sgenerationortheirparent’sgenerations.Can

youthinkofsuchchangeintermsofmusic,dressing,mannerism,useoflanguage

andreligion?

Oneofthemainbasesforcuturalchangeinanysocietyisinnovation,whichisthe

occurrenceofnewtraitsmadepossibleasaresultofdiscoveryandinvection.Other

indicesare:diffusionandacculturation.Discoveringandinventionsmaystimulate

culturechange.Thenew elementmaybeanobject–thewheel,theplow,the

computer–oritmaybeanidea–Christianity,Islam,andCommunism.The

distinctionbetweendiscoveryandaninventionhastodowithwetherornotthenew

knowedgeisusedinsomepraticalway.Thus,apersonmightdiscoverthatchildren

canbepersuadedtoeatnourishingfoodbyassociatingthefoodwithanimaginary

characterwhoappealstothem.Thediscovery,hwowever,merelyaddstohis

personalstoreofknowledge.Yet,ifheexploitsthediscoverybydevelopingthe

characterofahero,creatingaseriesofanimatedcartoonsinwhichhishero

acquiresmiraculousstrengthbydevouringcansofspinachinavarietyofdramatic
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situations,andthusstimulatesspinachsalesonanaitonallevel,hemaythentake

creditforaninvention.

8.2Howculturechangeinthemodernworld

Modernsocietiesallovertheworldarenolongerlookingformagicalmeanstosolve

theirproblemsofexisting;thestrategieshavebecomeincreasinglyintellectualand

scientific.Modernmanhasacceptedthefactthefactthatchangeisinevitable,

whethetinternallyorexternallyinduced.Theprocessofculturechangeshasinvolved

fourdistinct,butelement:theyare:thesocialstructure,psychological,politicaland

economicfactors.

Changeinsocialstructureoccursstructurallyinthesocietyasthesocietymoved

fromonestagetotheother;hypothetically,traditionaltomodern(agrariansocietyto

industrialisedsociety,totechnologythentoinformation).Thepointhereisnotthe

cancellingofculturaldifferencesintheothersocietybutrathertherecognitionofthe

factthatasmodernmanwehavealotincommonthatwepreviouselyacknowledge.

Psychological:Scholarshavesuggestthattraditionalpeopleenjoyclosepersopnal

attachementsandhavefullcontrolovertheproductsoftheirlabour;whereasurban

individualsareoftenisolatedfromtheirrelativesandareconvertedintomereunits

oflabour.

Politicalimplication:Modernmanhasnowrealisedthathecanshapeandcontrolhis

naturalandsocialenvironments.Therefore,hisattitudechangesfrom oneof

acceptanceofthestatusquotooneofactivism.Hehasrejectedtheideaofpolitical

authoritybasedondivinerightortradition.Authoritynowrequiresamorerational

basis.
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Economicfactors:moderneconomyischaracterisedbycommercialexchange.The

proliferationofbuyingandsellinginmarkets,accompaniedbytheuseofmoneyasa

mediumofexchange,issecularisedinthesensethatiffunctionsinaccordancewith

arationalprincipleratherthansentimentalortraditionalrequirements.

¬¬¬¬¬Activity8.1

Takeamomenttoreflectonwhatyouhavereadsofar.Basedonyourlearning

experience,andknowledgeaboutculturechange,notedownhowculturechange?

Activity8.1Feedback:

SummaryofModule8

InModule8,youhavelearnedthat:

1.Anthropologistviewcultureasanentitythatencopasses:language,meansof

makingaliving,arrangementoffamilylife,thefocusofgrouployalties,and

waysofpercievingtheworld(boththepyscicalworldandtheworldbeyond).

2.Oneofthemainbasesforcuturalchangeinanysocietyisinnovation,whichis

theoccurrenceofnewtraitsmadepossibleasaresultofdiscoveryand

invection.Otherindicesare:diffusionandacculturation.

3.Theprocessofculturechangesinthemodernworldinvolvedfourdistinct

element,theyare:thesocialstructure,psychological,politicalandeconomic

factors.

Self-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule8

Nowthatyouhavecompletedthisstudysession,youcanassesshowwellyouhave
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achieveditsLearningOutcomesbyansweringthesequestions.Youcancheckyour

answerswiththeNotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestionsattheendofthisModule

SAQ8.1(testslearningoutcome8.1)

Canyoudescribehowanthropologistsviewculture?

SAQ8.2(testslearningoutcome8.2)

Discusshowculturechange?

SAQ8.3(testslearningoutcome8.3)

Describehowculturechangeinthemodernworld?

NotesontheSelf-AssessmentQuestions(SAQs)forModule8

SAQ8.1:Anthropologistviewcultureasanentitythatencopasses:language,means

ofmakingaliving,arrangementoffamilylife,thefocusofgrouployalties,andways

ofpercievingtheworld(boththepyscicalworldandtheworldbeyond).

SAQ8.2:Oneofthemainbasesforcuturalchangeinanysocietyisinnovation,

whichistheoccurrenceofnewtraitsmadepossibleasaresultofdiscoveryand

invection.Otherindicesare:diffusionandacculturation.

SAQ8.3:Theprocessofculturechangesinthemodernworldinvolvedfourdistinct

element,theyare:thesocialstructure,psychological,politicalandeconomicfactors.

FurtherReading

1.BealRLet.al(1971)An Introduction to Anthropology.New York:The
MacMillanCompany.

2.GaryFerraro (2008)ClassicReadingsinCulturalAnthropology.Cengage
Learning

3.OkeEA1984Anintroductiontosocialanthropology.Ibadan:Longman.


