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Vice-Chancellor's Message

The Distance Learning Centre is building on a sthdlition of over two decades of service
the provision of External Studies Programme and Bastance Learning Education in Nige
and beyond. Th®istance Learning mode to which we are committegreviding access 1
many deserving Nigerians in having access to higlercation especially those who by

nature of their engagement do not have the luxdryulh time education. Recently, it

contibuting in no small measure to providing placestieming Nigerian youths who for o
reason or the other could not get admission irdactimventional universitie

These course materials have been written by wriigesially trained in ODL course ivery.
The writers have made great efforts to provideaigéte information, knowledge and skills
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Foreword

As part of its vision of providing education ftiiberty and Development” for Nigerians and
the International Community, the University of llaag Distance Learning Centre has recently
embarked on a vigorous repositioning agenda whiote@d at embracing a holistic and all
encompassing approach to the delivery of its Opistance Learning (ODL) programmes.
Thus we are committed to global best practicesigtadce learning provision. Apart from
providing an efficient administrative and acadesupport for our students, we are committed
to providing educational resource materials forake of our students. We are convinced that,
without an up-to-date, learner-friendly and diswtgarning compliant course materials, there
cannot be any basis to lay claim to being a provafedistance learning education. Indeed,
availability of appropriate course materials in tipé formats is the hub of any distance
learning provision worldwide.

In view of the above, we are vigorously pursuingaasnatter of priority, the provision of
credible, learner-friendly and interactive courssenals for all our courses. We commissioned
the authoring of, and review of course materialte@ams of experts and their outputs were
subjected to rigorous peer review to ensure standBhe approach not only emphasizes
cognitive knowledge, but also skills and humane@salwhich are at the core of education, even
in an ICT age.

The development of the materials which is on-gaatgp had input from experienced editors
and illustrators who have ensured that they arerate, current and learner-friendly. They are
specially written with distance learners in minchisl is very important because, distance
learning involves non-residential students who coften feel isolated from the community of
learners.

It is important to note that, for a distance learimeexcel there is the need to source and read
relevant materials apart from this course matefiberefore, adequate supplementary reading
materials as well as other information sourcesaggested in the course materials.

Apart from the responsibility for you to read tlusurse material with others, you are also
advised to seek assistance from your course foilid especially academic advisors during
your study even before the interactive session lwrhidoy design for revision. Your academic
advisors will assist you using convenient technglowluding Google Hang Out, You Tube,
Talk Fusion, etc. but you have to take advantagth@de. It is also going to be of immense
advantage if you complete assignments as at whersduwas to have necessary feedbacks as a
guide.

The implication of the above is that, a distarezher has a responsibility to develop requisite
distance learning culture which includes diligent alisciplined self-study, seeking available
administrative and academic support and acquisitibbasic information technology skills.
This is why you are encouraged to develop your edewpskills by availing yourself the
opportunity of training that the Centre’s providelgut these into use.



In conclusion, it is envisaged that the course nmatewould also be useful for the regular
students of tertiary institutions in Nigeria whe daced with a dearth of high quality textbooks.
We are therefore, delighted to present these titldmoth our distance learning students and the
university’s regular students. We are confideat the materials will be an invaluable resource
to all.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewersl roduction staff for the high quality of
work.

Best wishes.

@A—mﬁi

Professor BayoOkunade
Director
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About this course manual

About this course manual

Introduction to Philosophy PHI101 has been produmedniversity of
Ibadan Distance Learning Centre. All course manpiadduced by
University of Ibadan Distance Learning Centrearecstired in the same
way, as outlined below.

How this course manual is
structured
The course overview

The course overview gives you a general introduactio the course.
Information contained in the course overview wélfhyou determine:

= If the course is suitable for you.

= What you will already need to know.

» What you can expect from the course.

= How much time you will need to invest to complédte tourse.
The overview also provides guidance on:

= Study skills.

= Where to get help.

= Course assignments and assessments.

= Margin icons.

We strongly recommend that you read the overveanefully before
starting your study.

The course content
The course is broken down into Study Sessions. Extady Session
comprises:

» An introduction to the Study Session content.

= Study Sessionoutcomes.

= Core content of the Study Sessionwith a varietigafning activities.
= A Study Session summary.

= Assignments and/or assessments, as applicable.

= Bibliography
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Your comments

After completing Introduction to Philosophy we wdw@ppreciate it if
you would take a few moments to give us your feellaam any aspect of

this course. Your feedback might include comments o

Your constructive feedback will help us to improaed enhance this

Course content and structure.

Course reading materials and resources.

Course assignments.

Course assessments.

Course duration.

Course support (assigned tutors, technical hetp), et

course.



CourseOverview

CourseQOverview

Welcome to Introduction to
PhilosophyPHI101

This cours givesan understanding of the nature of philosg; it also
serves as the foundation for the developmente core skill—
especially critical thinking, conceptualizationdasound judgme—
which are essential for both private life and phblifairs

Course outcomes

Upon completion olntroduction to Philosophi?HI101 you will be able
to:

= understandthe nature of philosophy, as an human endeavou
academic discipline.

discuss the development of philosophy.

appraisehow philosophy contribute to the meaning that werap
Outcomes to make out of our environment.

Timeframe

This is a 15week course. It requires a formal study time ohd&rs. The
formal study times are scheduled around onlineudisions / chats wit
your course facilitator / academic advisor to figaié your learning
Kindly see course calendar on your course wefor scheduled date
You will still require independent/personal studye particularly ir
How long? studying your course materie
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How to be successful in this

course

As an open and distance learner your approachatoifey will be
different to that fronyour school days, where you had onsite educe
You will now choose what you want to study, youl\wdve profession:
and/or personal motivation for doing so and you mibst likely be
fitting your study activities around other professl or domest
responsibilities

Essentially you will be taking control of your le@trg environment. As
consequence, you will need to consider performastes related 1
time management, goal setting, stress managemenBerhaps you wi
also need to reacqui yourself in areas such as essay planning, cc
with exams and using the web as a learning rest

We recommend that you take time —before starting your se
study—to familiarize yourself with these issues. Them® anumber ¢
excellent resourc on the web. A few suggested links .

= http://www.dlc.ui.edu.ng/resources/studyskill.

This is a resource of the UIDLC pilot course modileu will find
sections on building study skilltime scheduling, basic concentrat
techniques, control of the study environment, naking, how to rea
essays for analysis and memory skills (“remembéyi

= http://www.ivywise.com/newsletter marchl3 how to self study

This site provides how to master «studying, with bias to emergir
technologies

= http://www.howtostudy.org/resources.|

Another “How to study” we site with useful links to tim
management, efficient reading, questioning/listgfmhserving skills
getting the most out of doing (“har-on” learning), memory building
tips for staying motivated, developing a learnitany

The above links are our sgestions to start you on your way. At the ti
of writing these web links were active. If you wantiook for more, go t

www.google.cor and type “self-study basics”, “sadfudy tips”, “self-
study skills” or similar prases.
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Need help?

&

Help

As earlier noted, this course manual complemerdssapplement
PHI10Jat Ul Mobile Class as an online course.

You may contact any the following units for information, learnir
resources and library servic

Distance Learning Centre (DLC Head Office

University of Ibadan, Niger Morohundiya Complexlbadan-

Tel: (+234) 08077593551 — 55 llorin Expresswa, Idi-Ose,

(Student Support Officer: Ibadan.

Email: ssu@dlc.ui.edu.ng

Information Centre Lagos Office

20 Awolowo Road, Bodiji Speedwriting House, No. !

Ibadan Ajanaku Street, Off Salvatic
Bus Stop, Awuse Estate, Ope
Ikeja, Lagos

For technical issues (computer problems, web acaesisetcetera
pleasi send mail tavebmaster@dlc.ui.edu.ng

Academic Support

-

Help

A course facilitator is commissioned for this couiéeu have also bee
assigned an academic advisor to provide learnipga@t. The contacts
your course facilitator and academic advisor fig tourse are availab
atonlineacademicsupport@dic.ui.edL

Activities

Activities

This manual features “Activities”, which mayresent material that
NOT extensively covered in the Study Sessioviou will be providec
with answers to every activity question. Therefgar emphasis whe
working the activities should be on understanding yamswers. It i
more important thatou understand why every answer is cor

There ar different forms of activities in this manual, rangifrom
reading activities, case studies, discussion digtsviThe use of activitie
is particularly based on learning outcomes andraatficonter. Some
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Study Sessions comes with discussion topics. Youdistuss the Stuc
Sessions at respective discussion boards on coetsste.

You may see dates for active discussion with toetorcourse schedul
This course schedule is available on the e website

Assignment

Assignment

This manual also comes with tutor marked assignmentsA(T|
Assignment are expected to be turneden course website. You m
also receive TMAs as part of online class actigi Feedbacks to TMA
will be provided by your tutcin not more than 2veek expecte
duratior.

Schedule dates for submitting assignments and ing in course / class
activities is available on the course website. Kindsit your course
website often for update

Assessments

Q)

Assessments

There are two basic forms selfassessment in this courin-text
guestions (ITQs) anself assessment questions (SAQs). Feedbacks
ITQs are placed immediately after the questionslewhe feedbacks t
SAQs are at th back of manual.

Bibliography

10

Reading

For those interested in learning r on this subjec¢twe provide you witt
a list of additional resourctat the end of thisourse manu; these may
bebooks, articles or websit
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Getting around this course manual

Margin icons

While working through thiscourse manual you Winotice the frequent
use ofmargin icons. These icons serve'sgnpost” a particular piece «
text, a new task or change in activity; they hagerbincluded to help yc
to find your way around thicourse manual.

A complete icon set is shown below. We suggest yioat familiarize
yourself with the icons and their meaning befoegtstg your stud

=

Activity Assessment Assignment Case study
Discussion Group Activity Help Outcomes
o |
...
Note Reflection Reading Study skills
/o7 0,
Summary Terminology Time Tip
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Study Session 1

You Can’t Escape Philosophy

Introduction

©

In this Study Session, we will attempt to clarifjhat philosophy means
by looking first at some of the reasons why a huilmeing cannot escape
the endeavour that we call philosophy.

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
1.1 explain why philosophy is related to your life experience.
1.2 discusstheconcept of philosophy.

1.1 ReasonsWhy Philosophy is Inevitable

Philosophy as a discipline is usually consideredbéoa useless and
abstract discipline. Others see it as an exclusiyger class course,
which is suitable for those who are out of touckthweality. Most people
also see it as a sceptical and distrustful sulijjeat makes one anti-
religious and anti-God. For the students, espsgciall Africa and
particularly in Nigeria, philosophy does not in avigible way—unlike
law, business management, economics, medicine oouatancy—
promise a fulfilling future prospect necessarydorvival.

In fact, | suspect you also have some of thesesidbaut the course you
have chosen as your course of study. You ask ylburdéhat can
philosophy do for me? What does it even mean? Wgeand work with a
degree in philosophy? If my future employers sdgltygophy” attached
to “public affairs”, will they not think | am an atract person?

| can tell you that you are not alone in askingéhguestions. Majority of
all the students in many of the philosophy depantsién Nigeria also
enter their first level with a series of similaregtions in their mind. The
indication of the poor regard that people give gdophy is revealed in
the population of those who register for philosophythe university.
Experience shows that 98% of this student populatimly chose
philosophy as a consolation so as not to lose #mission slot. The
other 2% chose philosophy out of a lack of bettscidline to choose or
because they are not qualified for the “better’rees.

The truth, however, is that whether we like it aot,nwhether we
understand it or not, and whether we want to daeltictantly or
excitedly, philosophy is inevitable and inescapalled it is inevitable
and inescapable because you are a human persohastmzeen endowed

13
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with the faculty to reason and question the worttbad you, and all the
circumstances that surround you in that world.

According to Plato, one of the greatest of the \&estphilosophers,
philosophy developed out of wonder and curiosityhisT curiosity,
according to Aristotle, Plato’s disciple, pushesirtee want to know what
they do not initially know. Here, we have our firetason for saying that
philosophy is inescapable: we have been constitutetich a way as to
be regarded as curious beings who always deskedw what is hidden.
As human beings we are always filled with the nieeshake sense of our
surroundings, unlike the animals which really hawvecare beyond what
their biological make up demands. For instance, Sure you'll be
concerned about whether or not the rain falls, tvrebr not government
increases taxes, whether or not you give birth,tiadreor not the world
will end in a week’s time, whether or not your pasedie now or in five
years’ time, whether or not you ought to marry drae children,
whether or not you should continue with the Distdngarning
Programme, whether or not you are retrenched fronkwvhether or not
you should take bribe in your office, whether ot being honest can
make you rich and comfortable, whether or not yprasently life is
meaningful, whether or not you ought to be religiowhether or not
there is heaven and hell, and so on.

Philosophy is therefore inescapable because as rfume always
consciously or unconsciously attempt to make semsmeaning out of
our environment. We are filled with the intrinsieed to understanthe
world in which we live and our place in that worldnlike the animals
with which we share certain fundamental traits—tieed for food and
shelter as well as the emotional need for love—hub&ngs are the only
species that are conscious of having an experieheghat is going on
around them. You are presently reading this boak.y®u are not only
reading ityou are also aware that you are reading it

We have just examined the first reason why you chnescape
philosophy in spite of your hatred for it as a seggaly difficult and
abstract subject. This reason is that all humangseare created with the
need to understand and make sense of the worldhiohwthey find
themselves. We are all consciously or unconscioustgrested in
knowing why we are created at all and where wehasaling. We want to
know whether our lives are meaningful and what givehat meaning. It
is this reason that makes all of us “philosophev¢ée’ shall now go on to
look at the second reason why philosophy canndgiered or escaped
or neglected.

ITQ

Question
o According to Plato, from which of the following cahilosophy
be said to have developed from?
A) Out of necessity.
B) Out of the desire of man to satisfy his ego.
C) The need to prove the existence of God.
D) wonder and curiosity.
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Feedbacl

» The answer is not (A) because although philosophya
necessity, it did not arise out of necessity; ihad (B) becaus
philosophy did not arise out of man’s desire tas$athis ego:
the answer is not (C) becauakhough one of the concerns
philosophy bothers on the question of the existenfc&od,
there are more questions and issues in philosdgry this. The
answer is (D) because it is in a bid to answergthestions the
arise out of the mystery and ward of the world, according
Aristotle, that philosophy arose from.

The second reason why philosophy is inescapabliat philosoph
determines fundamentally the quality and essenceuoflives. This it
because most of our actions and judgment ie are determined or
influenced by our ideas and beliefs about the ward our place in thi
world. For instance, if | am a religious person, bging religious is
judgment | made based on my belief that there isento this physice
world than all th things we see around us. Again, if most of youioas
are based on the Golden Rule (“Do unto others aswent them to d
unto you”), then you are also acting under theelbghat human actic
can be categorised into either good or bad act

Howe\er, most of the ideas that help us in understandimglace in thi:
world and the meaning of our existence are ideaisate already floatin
around us. They are ideas that are already diffus®dour culture an
society. We get them in the beer pur, from our parents, at tl
newspaper stand, from our friends, in the bedraatnthe barber’s sho
from the mechanic workshop, in the school and tlsphal, from
churches and mosques, and so on. These ideas am@kabanytime we
express our hopes,ars, values, ideals, ambitions, beliefs, attitudes
SO on.

We can say, in other words, that these ideas keetlie cold that w
normally catch in the rainy season without beingueof where it come
from. We may not know who or what has givenhe cold, but once we
catch it, it becomeour cold, mycold. So also, most of us pick ideas
beliefs floating around us in our culture and sgcaend make them ol
own. For instance, can you really pinpoint where got your idea the
all men are sesh in nature? Where did you get the belief that sboulc
always keep your promises? Or the belief that woraen inferior tc
men?

Reasons why philosophy is inescapable

1) all human beings are created with the need to understand and make
sense of the world in which they find themselves.

2) Philosophy determines fundamentally the quality and essence of our
lives.

The point we are making here is that if we lookticaily, we will
discover that in our environment, there are phipbsoal assumption:
ideas, questions and issues that we deal with dailg basis withou
recognising that we are already involved wphilosophy. I will provide

15
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about five examples of some of these experiencdsawe had or we may
have.

* You visited a sophisticated industry where robats employed
to do the manual jobs. As you watch the robots lgout the
business efficiently and effectively, a thought peg into your
head as to whether you are not also a robot thatshemehow
been programmed to do all you are able to do now.

* You have just heard that the Federal GovernmeNigéria has
increased the pump price of petroleum product agaid that
petrol now goes for a N100. You were so angry yegan to
wonder whether you even have the right to obeygtheernment
especially when it comes to paying your tax.

* You called your children and warned them: “You mabtays
tell the truth at all times, because truth paysidfone of them
replied, “Daddy, how many truths do we have?” Amotlone
asked, “Daddy, are all lies bad?”

* You just heard the news that the president pardasieen
criminal’s who had been in prison for ten years.uMazecame
extremely concerned and turned to your friend: $Da think ten
years is enough to change a criminal? Your friepglied:
“These criminals should have been killed.” You wamazed
and asked why. He replied, “Because the prison omliges them
worse and hardened.”

* Your wife (or anyone for that matter) woke up sutdgédrom her
sleep in the middle of the night very afraid beeasise just had a
terrifying dream. You tried to calm her saying,s'ijjust a dream.
Relax.” She looked at you and said, “It was so.reaim afraid.”
And you replied, “Dreams are not real. They onlpegr to be
so.”

* You confessed to your friend one day that the dmscand
mosques around you are becoming so noisy you wisier
would be a law that prevents them from using spsa&etside
the place of worship. Your friend replied that tlagv will be
unconstitutional because it would prevent the dhescand
mosques from enjoying the freedom of expression thod
members.

Each of these examples raises one philosophiaa¢ ies the other. The
first one raises the problem of whether or not we actually free to do
what we do. The second example raises the cruoilgm we all face
daily about whether we are ever justified to obeyga@aernment;

especially, one which does not really care forditizens. The third

example is concerned with the fundamental probléthenature of truth
and lies. The fourth example raises a problem enpghilosophy of law
about the purpose of punishment whether it reafgrms or deters. The
fifth example touches on the problem philosophasehfaced on the
difference between what is real and what is nok rElae last example
provokes the problem of how best to govern a gomclety, and to

regulate the freedom of its members.

We have said that philosophical ideas which assigh making a sense
of our existence and the world in which we find smives are usually
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ideas we pick up from around us. We have also dstreted some of the
situations in which these ideas are used. Thedughint to make is that
while most of us make use of these ideas mostetithe, we seldom
have the time to examine them more critically. T#lefather or mother
who told his children to always tell the truth. Hilsely answer to their
guestions would be: “Just do as | say and stophngsiiupid questions!”
or the husband who tells the wife that dreams ianplg not real. Both of
them will promptly go back to sleep even though tiext day, the
husband will mistake a stranger for someone he knew

This tells us that though we may all be philosophaho are concerned
about their existence and the world we live in, de not really
philosophise In other words, we take most of these ideas @ falue
without really taking the time to look at them disegOne, we do not
have a clear picture or understanding of thoseside®l beliefs that we
claim to be ours. We just hold and use them amitrarwo, we do not
take time to examine these ideas and beliefs tengtehd their strength,
weakness and how reasonable they are.

The reason why we are philosophers who do not gtylbise is usually
that most of us have become used to our surrousdiagnuch so that we
have lost our sense of wonder. When was the lag yiou took time to
look quietly at a beautiful flower (before rushimg work)? Do you
always notice the sunset (without using it as thice for dinner)? Have
you ever taken the time to enjoy a good song? &i eevery good book?
Have you had the time to stare at the birds? Qioghe beach and gaze
at the waters? I'm sure you thought is likely ta Bedon’'t have the
time!” If this is your final answer, then you halikely lost that sense of
wonder and curiosity that examines and challengesmystery, drama,
beauty, pain and majesty of our existence. Ind¢age, most of us are lost
in our commonsense.

1.2 The Concept of Philosophy

When a student of philosophy or a professionalgsbipher is asked the
three-lettered question, “what is philosophy” thanslard reply is that
philosophy has no simple definition. A student bilgsophy may just
look at you and expect that the reply should satysfur curiosity. A
professional philosopher may go on to give what efild up being an
abstract, obscure and winding definition which dfewe the effect of
making you uncomfortably silent.

Consider the following definitions:

» Philosophy is the attempt to understand the unévassa whole;

* Philosophy is an examination of man’s moral resjiilitees and
social obligations;

* Philosophy is an effort to fathom out the divingemions and the
place of human beings with reference to these fiotes

* Philosophy is an effort to ground the enterprise nattural
science;

» Philosophy is the rigorous examination of the orggiextent, and
validity of human ideas;

17
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* Philosophy is an exploration of the place of willomnsciousnes
in the universe;

* Philosophy is an examination of the values of trgbodness
and beauty;

» Philosophy is an effort to codify the rules of humthought ir
order to promote ratiotity and the extension of clear thinkil

These definitions tell us two fundamental thir

* The first is that philosophers contge discipline from differer
fields, backgrounds and experiences, and this ifdotms the
interests and concerns they will ultimately reflepon.

* The second thing we should know is that thoughedtikdinitions
are vague and indefinite, especially someone being introduc
into his/her first philosophy course, we can dedumee
significant fact about philosophy.

O Philosophy is essentially a reflective or meditative activity on various areas of
human experience.

—
©

For the Greeks, philosophy took its meaning frphilosophiaor the
“love of wisdom.” Let us now see how we can arrige a deepe
understanding of the character of philosophy frdis basic definition
Let us start with a funny question: If a philosoplsealover of wisdom
what then is the connection betweehilosophers and lovers? Wt
comes to your mind? Relationship! The search fa& ¢tharacter c
philosophy and philosophical understanding candrmepared with bein
in an emotional relationship (Lawhead, 2002: xx

When two people get together in a tionship, they are immediate
confronted with a whole lot of problems that reqttineir attention if the
are going to make a sense out of that relationsimg,give meaning to |
A successful relationship, therefore, requires theth of then
contintally work at it to keep up its excitements and expleach other’
personality. That relationship will begin to coléspthe moment both

them relax and think the relationship has beenréidwout as somethir
that does not require their input againphilosopher is also lover of
wisdom who is always in an ongoing quest to exploeg ideas, I-
examine old ones and confront undiscovered dimassiof humat
experience

We can therefore modify our initial definition ohifpsophy by seeing

as areflective or meditative human attempt to systematicalhd
critically study human experien. To see it as a humezattemptis to
buttress our earlier point (in lecture one) thateae never escape frc
philosophy. This is because the fundamental idgas/tich we make
meaning of our existence in this world are always rieed ©
modification, justification, evaluation and imprawent.

As we said inthe first section of this Study Sess, most of us can be
characterised as philosophers, but we really dghilosophise. This is
because most of us have lost our sense of wondeciaiosity about oL
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existence and the mystery of what surrounds us.\véry easy for us, for
instance, to use the word “philosophy” in so maityagions without

really understanding what is required of us. Fameple, if you're a shop
owner or a business person, you might say that yphiosophy of

business” is: Never trust a person who comes tofgowcredit! If you

were the chief executive officer of a firm, yourofporate philosophy”
might be: To provide reliable products with goodvem. If you were a
lawyer or a police officer, your “working philosoghmight be: Without

law, there can be no liberty! If you were a footlbaver, your “sporting

philosophy” might be: Winning is not the most imgaat thing—it's the

only thing! If you were a house wife or a husbayoyr “matrimonial

philosophy” might be: My wife/my husband, or nobazlge!

The use of “philosophy” in the examples above wefar a general
outlook, a policy or a principle that most of ugchas a guide to what we
do or who we are. There is an important sense iichwphilosophy can
be seen this way. This will be our concern in teetdecture four. The
problem however is that most of us hold these gemertlook, policy and
principle without making the intellectual effort t@xamine the
philosophical issues behind the claims we makeilk@sporting fan, can
we always afford to win even if the opponent isrdaaus? For the
business person, what is the role of trust in hueraheavours? For the
business executive, what dogeod service mean? For the lawyer or
police officer, are all laws to be obeyed? And thoe house wife or the
husband, what is love? To really philosophise ibdgin to examine the
assumptions and issues that lie behind our geoetidok, policies and
principles to see which of the assumptions, belaid ideas can be
rationally modified, re-evaluated or abandoned.

ITQ

Question

o From which field or discipline are philosopherswinsfrom?
A) The social sciences

B) The sciences

C) All disciplines

D) Logic.

Feedback

* From what you have learnt so far about philosopioy, would
discover that philosophers are not drawn from tloeiad
sciences alone and so (A) cannot be the right mepttocannot
also be (B) because philosophers are drawn frotdsfiether
than the sciences and it cannot be (D) because iogin aspect
of philosophy. The right option is (C) because sipbilosophy
concerns itself with all aspects of human existentten
philosophers are also drawn from all walks of libe all
disciplines.
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Discussion
Activity

Let's discuss! Why did you decide to study phildspps a cours:

Reply on Study Session 1 forum page on course website.

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Session, you learnt thphilosophy s essentially a
reflective and meditative human attempt to systexally and critically
study human experien. We alsdiscussed the two reasons w
philosophy is very significant in our day to dayistence and therefo
bound to happe for us as human beingBirstly, we explained that we
have been made in such a way that we possess ddetmainderstan
the world in wlich we live, the role that we have to play in thadrid,
and the nature of our existenSecondy, we explainecthat whether we
know it o1 not, philosophical ideas shamair beliefs, assumption
ideals, hopes, ambition, and fears. We get thesssithim all around us,
but we adopt them as our ideas without any dedecti&fn on whethe
they are reasonable or not, useful or not. The f@ason highlighte,
makes all of us naive philosophers. The secondmness/eals that w
are philosophers who do t attempt to philosophise because we
become familiar and comfortable with our existeace environmer
that we have lost our unique sense of inquisitigs

Assessment

Q)

Assessment

SAQL.1 (tests Learning Outcome 1.
Based on your study in tksession, how would you define philosop

SAQL.2 (tests Learning Outcome 1..
Can you escape philosopl
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Study Session?2

Understanding Philosophical Problems

Introduction

In this Study Session, we will discuss how phildgopl problems are
generated. We will also examine the characterisbtghilosophical
problems.

@ earning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
2.1 explain how philosophical problems are generated.
2.2 discuss some of the characteristics of philosophical peois.

2.1 Explaining Philosophical Problems

Task

1. Read the article on “Philosophical problems: hovitdey
arrive”, linked hereAppendix A).

2. What are the reasons why Bertrand Russell congldere
philosophical problems as intrinsically worthwhile?

Discussion
Your answer should include any of the following:

a) Philosophical questions enlarge our intellectuagmation;

b) Philosophical questions help in diminishing dogsratin us;

c) Philosophical questions help in rendering our ngreht in
view of the contemplation of the universe;

d) Philosophical questions enlarge our conceptioniuitvis
possible.

Reading

Time required:
40 minutes

You may discuss further with your academic advisor on course forum.

2.2 Characteristics of Philosophical Problems

Philosophical Problems Involve General Ideaswhat is the difference
between these three questions: “What is religion®hat is

Christianity?” and “What is Catholicism?” of coursthe questions
increase in order of generality, starting with tlast one. The most
general of the questions is the first, what isgieh? A philosophical
problem is general because it covers a large deyriand as many
contexts as possible. They are questions that tdr@nlbmited to a place
or a context. When we ask the question, what igiogl, we receive a lot
of possible comments from sociologists, philosophetheologians,

21



PHI101

22

Introduction to Philosophy

psychologists, atheists, Christians, Hinduists, aud on. All these
possible answers make it a little difficult to amhé an adequate answer
to the question. The same however is not so trueitathe other two
guestions.

Philosophical Problems are Fundamental Problems ImMving
Fundamental Ideas.Many of us walk through life with a lot of beliefs
and ideas about how we ought to deal with our é%rhow we should
respond to those who need help from us, the rolsivealld play in our
parents’ lives, the purpose of marriage and childeoair relationship with
our extended families, our obligation to the goweent, and so on. All
these beliefs can only be coherent and meaninigtiaére is a framework
of certain fundamental beliefs and ideas on whibeyt hang. A
fundamental idea or belief is one on which thehtrot so many other
specific ideas and beliefs rest. An idea is fundaaiethat is, if that idea
is the central foundation that gives meaning arteoence to all the other
beliefs you may hold in life. For example, you nisgfief that you are in
charge of your destiny, and that no one can helphgiter your own life
because you hold the fundamental belief that tieere supreme being
called God (or that this universe came into existédoy chance). Again, it
may be your attitude to always take things easy aalch because you
hold the fundamental belief that whether we likerihot, there are some
things in life that we cannot change, no matter kentry. However, we
can only recognise these fundamental ideas anefddliwe take the pain
to critically reflect on the reason why we hold theliefs and ideas we
hold. Take the time (especially in your leisured)nto ponder on any of
the random beliefs and ideas below and see whgtheare able to arrive
at a fundamental idea behind any of them:

* Philosophy is a useless course.

» Beauty is in the eyes of the beholder

* Women are inherently better managers than men

* One cannot truly think of nothing

* Dreams are gateway to another level of reality

*  Without law, there is no liberty

» History always repeat itself

» All religions are basically the same

» Everyone has the right to live his/her life the vgdye likes
e Truth depends on what we think

* The most important thing in life is to know who yare
» Patience can cook the hardest stone

Philosophical Problems are not RESOLVABLE by Empirical
Methods (through Science or Commonsense).

What is the difference between “What is holiness®id “What is

hunger?” The first question is an example of a &mental, general
guestion; the second one is a straightforward ecgbiquestion. A

guestion is empirical if it can be answered by eigmee (either through
observation or experimentation). Hunger, in thissee is a physiological
condition occasioned by the lack of food or otheunshment in the
stomach. On the other hand, you will not get arwango the question,
what is holiness, if you go about examining holpgie. The reason is



Activity 2.1

Time required:
10 minutes

Activity 2.2

Time required:
1 hour15 minutes

Study Session2Understanding Philosophical Problems

that the concept of holiness is much broader anddmental than that -
hunge.

Task

Tick philosophical questigs) from amidst the following optior
o What is the capital of Cameroun?
o Is there a life after death?
o What does it take to gain admission to the Ul DicGesne

Feedbacl

If you look at each of these questions criticajlgu will discover tha
only one of them satisfies the features of philtmogl questios. Let us
look at them, one after the ott

The first question, if you analyse it, can be anmsdeising an empirici
means. This is aside the fact that this questiamtsfundamental an
neither is it general in nature. The third quesi®m@lso not eneral in
nature and it is not fundamental to human existemz such questic
can be answered empirically. This is unlike thedtlgjuestion which i
fundamental in nature as it is a question thatctgf¢he foundation ¢
our existence. Similarly, it general in nature and such a ques
cannot be answered using an empirical method. Tthes, secon:
question is the philosophical question among t

Pick one of the philosophical problems raised lage discuss it wit
people, not necessarily your course meSee how the discussi
reflects the said features of philosophical proks

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Sessicwe discussedtheature of philosophical problenr
We explained philosophical problerare generated and how we «
recognise them. We defined a philosophical proldsma question abo
the meaning and truth of fundamental and genemésdand beliet
which cannot be resolved through empirical means. Thiesespphical
problems are usually problems about meaning irsémese that they a
generated when you discover some incompatibility @mtradictions ii
the meaning and truth of some of the beliefs deas you holcFinally,
we examined the characteristics of philosophical probl, which
includet:

a) that they involve general ideas which go beyondcifipe
territories and contexts;

b) that they involve fundamental ideas on which ouecsic
beliefs rest; and
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c) that these problems are not resolvable by empinnegins

Assessment

o

Assessment

SAQ 2.1 (tests Learning Outcoms 2.1 and 2.2)
What gives rise to philosophical problems and vanattheir features
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Study Session3

Philosophy: Worldview or Critical
Thinking?

Introduction

In this Study Session,we will attempt to discuss risationship between
the ideas and beliefs we hold and the nature ofexistence in this
world. We will also examine how philosophy functioras critical

thinking, and how that function complements phifgspas worldview.

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

3.1 present philosophy as a function of worldview.

3.2 describe the relationship between philosophy as worldview
and philosophy as critical thinking.

3.3 explain the three dimensions of critical thinking.

21

3.1 Philosophy as Worldview?

In the first place, we will try to understand orfettee fundamental roles
that philosophy has played in history which givesaufurther analysis of
what it means. In the second place, we will alsdeustand the role that
philosophy plays in your understanding of who yoe and what your
place is in the universe

It is very important to, again, summarise somehefitnportant points we
have made in the previous Study Session. In Stagyien two, we made
the important point that whether we know it or mogst of us go through
life with some kind of vague, incoherent and undtited perspective on
life that guides us about what to do in certainatibn and circumstances.
For instance, most of us just came to believe‘thatright thing to do in
any situation is what promotes my best interesdtd we hold on to
such ideas even if the situation contradicts whabelief.

Our first contact with the word “philosophy” comesom this

understanding of it as a general outlook on lifeas a principle that
enables us to understand the directions we neg&kéoin life. This is a
very significant insight into what philosophy issem though we do not
understand it when we say, “my philosophy of lige.i” We can now
make a very important point: One of the most ciluygiaoccupations of
philosophers over the centuries is in the formatatr construction of
worldviews, or what you can call “philosophies &I’ In the sense we
are going to explain soon, “worldview” and “philggy” are
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interchangeable. In other words, a worldview becontiee highes
manifestation of philosophy. Or, the function oflpkophy is to serve ¢
the guide to life and actic

What is Worldview?

Here are some definitions that can help us:

A point of view on the world, a perspective on things, a way of looking at the
cosmos from a particular vantage point (Wolters, 1983: 5);

A set of beliefs about the important issues in life;
A general view of the world;

A system of generalised views of the surrounding world and man's place in
it, of man's relationship to the world and himself, and also the basic
positions that people derive from this general picture of the world, their
beliefs, socio-political, moral and aesthetic ideals, the principles by which
they know and appraise material and spiritual events (Spirkin, online);

A world view is a coherent collection of concepts and theorems that must
allow us to construct a global image of the world, and in this way to
understand as many elements of our experience as possible (Aerts et al,
2007: 8);

The framework of ideas and beliefs through which an individual interprets
the world and interacts with it (Wikipedia);

Visions of the world or aspects of it, whose primary function is to provide a
broad or general guide for perceiving, feeling and transforming reality
(Oladipo, 2008: 13).

As a summary of all the suggested definitions, we can say that a worldview is a
comprehensive set of ideas that helps you in explaining, at least: (1) the basic
nature of the world in which you live; (2) your own basic nature; and (3) the sets
of achievable goals you can possibly pursue in life, and the manner in which you
should act in the world to achieve these goals.

Before we examine some characteristics of worldsjeme need to loc
at the seven fundamental questions that give torthe need 1 construct
worldviews. These questions inclu

a.

b.

What is the nature of the world? How is it struetljrand how doe
it function?

Why is the world the way it is, and not differethere did the
universe come from?

Where are we going in the universe? Wwill be the fate of
human and non-human lives in the universe?

What are the kinds of futures open to us as hurpaniss in the
universe, and how do go about choosing these &=L

How are we as humans to act and create and tramsfoe
universe? Whatre the general principles that should guide
way we organise our actions in this world? Whaedaines goo
and evil? What gives meaning to my life?
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f. How are we to construct the picture or image ofvtloeld that will
yield a genuine answer to quessdi), (b), and (c
g. From where do we begin to get these ansv

The answers to these questions are not answersladual or a grou|
can achieve in a day or even a year. Usually, ddwiew builds ug
gradually from one’s personal and private exp«ces and empirical
conditions of living. The answers to these questicem come in bits ar
pieces until one achieves a picture of the univars® one’s place ar
role in it.

The next question that is important is: Why museék the answers
these gestions? Why must | strive to formulate a worldvieWhere ar:
several reasons why you must construct for youeseiéw of the world

1) The first reason is that a worldview gives you asight into whc
you are as a person, what you value most in libur needs, your
purposes, your weaknesses and strength, and whaingoand you
are not capable of doingn this sense, we can say that you
not actually achieved any intellectual maturityiuypdu have bee
able to formulate some kind of view abdlaé world (or get som
answers to the above questions, no matter how nai
commonsensical).

2) The second reason why a worldview is importantha& humar
beings also need to understand the physical wohey tare
interacting with.Without an adequate drpractical knowledge ¢
our environment, it seems impossible that we wélldible to act il
any reasonable way. Essentially, worldview becomegwactica
survival strategy for human beings in a world whitkey are wea
and few compared with other animale. the ants and termit
(which are numerous), or the sharks and elephamitécli are
strong, tough and aggressive).

3) The third reason why we need a worldview has tomitb the
psychological confidence, satisfaction, and hapgsrtbat a perso
derivesfrom an understanding of his/her place in the ursgeanc
where s/he thinks everything will end, someUsually, religion
or science serves this purpose in our lives. Waelds give us th
strength and courage to take on life troubles amnchgunt tlem.

A final point before we conclude this section. A worldview is usually not a fixed
framework of what the universe is and what we are. It reflects the dynamic nature
of the world as a changing entity, the dynamic nature of man, and the dynamic
nature of the cultures in which we find ourselves. Worldviews also reflects our
partial and incomplete understanding of the universe. .

. From the foregoing, we can observe that worldviews need constant reflection and
® revision. The problem, however, is that we do not even have the time to reflect on

*® . some of the beliefs we hold as part of our worldview. We therefore go about life
Reflection




PHI101 Introduction to Philosophy

with a lot of true and false beliefs about ourselves and the universe we live in. such
an unstable worldview would not only hinder the way we act, it will eventually
leave us confused about how we see ourselves and the world around us.

ITQ

Question

o Which of the following definitions does not defiaavorldview?
A) A general perception of the world.
B) A way of looking at the world from a point of view.
C) A framework with which an individual views, integis,
and interacts with the world.
D) A method with which philosophers confuse other
disciplines.

Feedback

* If you look at the options critically, the firstrée options are a
way of defining what a worldview is. It can be neézl to as a
general conception of the world (option A); it caiso be
referred to as a way of looking at the world frorpeaspective
(option B); it can be a framework for conceptualgzthe world
(option C); but it is definitely not a method witivhich
philosophers confuse other disciplines (option Bp, the
answer is ‘D’.

3.2 The Relationship between Philosophy as World
View and Philosophy as Critical Thinking

Let us begin this section with the crucial point meade at the end of the
last section. The point is this: since most of asndt have the time nor
the discipline to reflect on the beliefs and iddgswhich we make
meaning out of the universe and order our actiort lzehaviours, we
take our worldview for granted (that's if we eveavh one already).
Further, we go through life with an excess of cadictory ideas and
beliefs which are mostly wrong and false. This ihighto reflect on our
beliefs and ideas gives us the impression thaetbetiefs are fixed and
unchanging.

As important as worldviews are, they are only ptlevus with a partial
knowledge of ourselves and the universe. This iseszause the universe
is so vast and enormous that we can never hop#ainm anore than a
limited and often inadequate understanding. Thethas we can do then
is to ensure that the ideas and beliefs that enableope with the
challenges of life are re-examined critically fréime to time in the light
of new knowledge and information about the world aar existence.

In the last section, we conceived of philosophg wery broad manner as
being interchangeable with the concept of worldviéwthis section, in
order to understand the function of philosophy ascal thinking, we
need to make philosophy a little narrower thanwg we conceive it in
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the last section. In other words, philosophy asldview helps us in
addressing the questions of values and meaninginamaking sense of
our world and our existence in the light of thesesiions. Philosophy as
critical thinking, on its own, helps in sharpenitiys picture of the
universe and of our existence by providing our gustification for the
ideas we hold. Providing your own reason for hajdinbelief means you
don’'t depend unthinkingly on any authority i.e. guas, mentors,
religious leaders, elders, etc.

Imagine that you are putting on glasses that aneddl and hence cannot
see clearly. Or imagine that you are driving a tara very heavy
downpour of rain. The effect on both instances# you will not be able
to see your surroundings very clearly. Your ability see very well
depends only on either cleaning the glasses orgufie windshield
wipers on your car. This is exactly the functionpbilosophy as critical
thinking. In giving us clarity, philosophy as cciil thinking helps in
examining how all our ideas and beliefs hang tagreitn one unified and
coherent form. This is why H. S. Staniland defipdglosophy as the
“criticism of the ideas we live by” (1979: 3). Thdticism of the ideas by
which we make sense of our sense therefore reqthiedsve rationally
and critically reflect and examine these ideas iidep to determine
whether they are suitable for our use or not.dunees that you reveal the
assumptions that lie behind some of your beliefsde whether these
assumptions can survive deep reflections on them.

ITQ

Question

o0 What can you say about H.S. Staniland's definitioh
philosophy as theriticism of the ideas we live by’

Feedback

* You will have come across H.S. Staniland’s defomiti of
philosophy in this section (3.2). What the defmitiinfers is that
philosophy is all about our worldview and a critieaalysis of
how we come about them as well as how sustain&ble dre.
The ideas we live by are our worldview and whalgstphy is
concerned about is a criticism of these ideas abttiey can be
validated as viable.

3.3Elements of Critical Thinking

In examining a worldview, critical thinking demantisat you test the
worldview for three elements: factual adequacy,dalgcoherence and
explanatory capacity. Let us explain these elemertisn:
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—-{ Factual Adequacy ]

*This requires that you ask whether your worldview agrees or
disagrees with relevant known facts and experience about what
the belief is all about. For instance, if you belief that the world will
end one day, does that belief take into consideration the scientific
facts about the origin and the end of the world. Does it agree or
disagree with these facts?

—( Logical Coherence ]

*This requires that you examine whether the set of beliefs that
makes of up your worldview are in support or are contradictory. If
they fundamentally complement one another, then you have a
coherent and logical worldview. If they are contradictory, then
either that one of the beliefs may be false, or most of them may
be false. You therefore have an illogical and incoherent
worldview. For instance, it is contradictory to believe (a) that
beauty is in the eye of the beholder; and (b) some works of art are
superior to others. Or, (a) that we are all responsible for our
actions; and (b) the punishment of criminals is inhuman.

]

—( Explanatory Capacity )

*This refers to the ability your worldview has to show how the
entities of the universe are related or how they interact. It is this
capacity of worldviews to explain that makes it possible for us to
understand and interact smoothly with the physical world. It also
enables us to shape and transform the universe to suit our
aspirations and goals.

Philosophy as critical thinkir involves two other dimensions that
important for you to understand in relation to thealysis of ou
worldviews. These are the dimensions of conceptumallysis and th
reconstruction of ideas. Let us look at them im.

Our beliefs and ideas arometimes confusing and contradictory bec:
we do not take careful notice of the words and eptgthat we use. |
for instance, | do not have a clear understandihghe meaning o
freedom, | may hold the belief that “all people &exe to do what ey
want.” Conceptual analysisinvolves your ability to give a precise a
definite meaning to the words you use in speakimmugyour beliefs. |
also involves your ability to establish a logicalationship between
particular word and other words. W, for example, is the relationst
between the concept of freedom and that of puniskifm@/hen you ge
the idea of conceptual analysis right, then youimra position to avoi
saying one thing and meaning anott

The other dimension of critical thirng is thereconstruction of ideax.
After critically and conceptually scrutinising th@eas and beliefs th
make up our worldview, it is important that we alttempt to genera
better visions and pictures that will serve ashfeirtguide to life. Crical
thinking and conceptual analysis may require thrmsametimes aband
or reject some of our ideas and beliefs. Reconstruof ideas require
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that we rebuild the structure of our worldview lopting some of othe
beliefs and ideas that would the structure of our worldviews better tt
the ones we have abandoned. For example, imagimearnga Christia
who holds the belief that human life is futile avein. This belief ma
lead you to reject the Nigerian habit of spendirtyazzagant amount «
burying the dead. In the place of that rejected,ideou may adopt tr
Islamic perspective which requires that a corpsstride buried on th
day of death and without any excessive disg

1. Review at least five scholarly definitions of waiilew online.
2a. What is your worldview?

2b. Subject your worldview to critical analysis asek if it is no

. inconsistent with other beliefs you hold.
Assignment

See course calendar for schedule date of course contribution.

Study Session Summary

In this Study Sessiorwe had taken a step further in our attemp
o understand what philosophy is. We said that onetl&f major

preoccupations of philosophers over the ages isfdnmulation of
worldviewsof guide to life. We defined a worldview as a coefpnsive
set of ideas that explains the nature of the usejeryour owr
fundamental nature and the kind of goals that akeemable in you
relationship with the univers We alsoexamined how philosop! can
further help us in strengthening the vision of thverse and our ro
and place in that universe. We said that philosogdy do this throug
the task of critical thinking as well as conceptaaalysis and th
reconstruction of ideas. We said 1 this task of philosophy, involve
examining our ideas and beliefs rationally andaaily without unduly
depending on any authoritfFinally, we added that achieve this
critical thinking, it is necessary that we lookthé factual adequacy
the bdief, its logical coherence and its explanatoryaity.

Summary

Assessment

SAQ 3.1 (tests Learning Outcomes 3.1, 3.2, and &
e I.  What is the meeting point between philosophy anddview?
[I. How is philosophy as worldview connected to phifgsp as
Assessment critical thinking?
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Introduction

In this Study Session, we will explore the brancbiephilosophy. These
branches are: metaphysics, epistemology, ethic$ognd

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
4.1 discuss the nature of philosophical questions.
4.2 describethe branches of philosophy.

4.1 Questions to Branches of Philosophy

The gquestions that philosophy asks are so manyardd that there is
the need to divide these questions into differextegories. We should
note that those fundamental questions that are riaupo in the
formulation of worldviews are also the questionatthach of the branch
of philosophy deals with. Dividing them into cateigs only serves the
significant purpose of enabling us to separatejtiestions so that we can
better approach the task of constructing the wagldv from an
intelligible and less confusing perspective. Coesidhe list of the
fundamental problems we generated in Study Seskree. Perplexing?
However, they may appear in a better light onceareeable to put them
in certain clusters according to the similaritytioéir concerns. What we
call the branches of philosophy is just the unfaidiof the critical
guestions that go into the making of our worldviews

There are three fundamental questions; out ohalhtany we highlighted
earlier on, that form the core of any worldview: &VIns ultimately real?

How do we know this reality and justify it? If wadw this reality, how

then should we live our lives meaningfully and withlue? These three
guestions equally form the core branches of phgbgo Metaphysics,

Epistemology and Ethics. Logic is also a legitimatanch of philosophy.

However, its concern is also part of the epistegiokl subject matter. In

other words, logic is about testing our reasons raéadoning process to
ensure they are justified especially in our attetapgnow what is real.

ITQ
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Question

0 In Study Session 3, we examined the componentodtiview.
Can you outline the three fundamental questions fthran the
core of any worldview?

Feedback

* The three fundamental questions are :
1) Whatis real?
2) How do we know this reality and how is it justified
3) Having known this reality, how do we live a meairiuig
life?

4.2Branches of Philosophy

We will now look at each of the branches of phijgsg and their core
guestions.

4.2.1Metaphysics

Let us begin with some general definitions of winetaphysics is:

* The philosophy of being and existence;

* The knowledge that goes beyond the possibility xygjeeience
and beyond nature, which renders nature possible;

*  “metaphysics sets itself more systematically andsually than
any other science, to ask what after all is meguitding real”;

* The aim of metaphysics is to account for all thsye

* Metaphysics examines the real nature of things mmosed to
their apparent constitution;

* Metaphysics studies the basic constituents of tlweldwvby
investigation into the nature of reality;

* Metaphysics is the exploration of the most genferalures of the
world.

All these definition simply tells us that metaplogsis simply the theory
of reality, or what is real. This makes it the mosmprehensive of all
enquiries that human beings are involved in. teibécause the most
basic or fundamental question anyone can ask agytiing is: What is?
This question is an inquiry into the most ultimgienciples that lie
beneath all that exists, observable or not.

What is it then that motivates us to ask aboutrdadity of things? What
motivates philosophers to inquire into the natdreviwat is real? Consider
a minor example. Imagine that you are woken fromeap sleep by a
persistent noise. The first unconscious thing youigdto try ad place
what the noise is and where it is coming from.dtiyare able to do this,
you are all right. If you are not able to fit theise into anything you have
known, then you become somewhat troubled. Youruioh does not
come because you are hearing a persistent nois@da® am; you are
confused mainly because the noise does not sedravida place in the
classificatory scheme of all the noises you knowauYare not even
certain it is a “noise.” Metaphysical problems arighen we are not able
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to perceive immediately how the things around haogether. We
become more confused when what we normally takbetdrue reveal
some inconsistency and contradiction on a closs. lo

Let us look at a more serious example. Commonseilseus that we

have minds and bodies. We believe the mind is hgsipal but the body

is. Commonsense further tells us that both the raimdl the body relate
with each other. For instance, where you are gitteading this book,

you can decide (decision is a mental function) ttoat want to stand up,
and then you really stand up. You can decide tsecimur eyes, and then
your eyes close. When you come into contact wittharp object, your

body passes a message to your mind that the abjeausing pain, and
you quickly remove your hands.

We take these commonsensical facts for granted wetibegin to ask
questions: Since the mind is not physical, wheiie lscated? What kind
of entity is a mind if it hidden to all our sensamgans? Again, if it is not
physical, how is it possible for it to affect thedy which is physical?
How is it also possible for the body which is plogsito affect the mind?
(To really understand these questions, considepdssibility of the air
lifting a heavy stone). After considering these siioms, we discover that
we are no longer comfortable with what commonséelkgeus about what
is real. On your own, try ruminating on this metggbal problemif a
tree falls in the forest, will that tree make anyise if there is nobody
there to hear it?

The beginning of Greek philosophy was marked by atiempt of the
early Greek philosophers to answer the questionatVig really there?
This question can be interpreted to mean: Whalds tltimate stuff or
material from which everything existing is madesTtuestion was the
result of their observation of so many things arbihem, and their
attempt to read some kind of pattern or design int@t they have
observed. Some of them concluded that everythiagishreal is made up
of water; some other argued it is air; some othir argued it is a
combination of earth, water, fire and air.

With this understanding, we can now re-categor@mes of our earlier
guestions that are metaphysical: What is the usérls it made up
primarily of matter? Or, does it also contain noatemial things like
spirits? How can | know and explain what the urgeecontains? What is
ultimately real? Are there other kinds of realifyagt from the physical
world? What is time? What is space? What is mind?atNls matter?
What is the relationship between the two? Why ageiwthis world at
all? Were we created by God or we are just parpufely natural
processes without any divine element? Is there @@&oso, what sort of
being is God? What is the nature of God? What kincteature am 1? Do
we have a soul that will survive the death of oodibs? Or, do we cease
to exist totally once our bodies die? Is therdeaditer death? Are we free
to determine our actions, or are these actiongmeted by other forces
beyond our control?

4.2.2Epistemology

There is an agreement on the basic definition Itemology:
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* Epistemology is concerned with the nature, origgtope,
possibility, and limit of human knowledge.

The word epistemology comes from two Greek wor@pisteme
(meaning “knowledge”) andogos (meaning “theory”). Conveniently,
then, epistemology is often called tineory of knowledgeT his branch of
philosophy is a necessary one that follows behimtaphysics. This is
because if we eventually agree on what we coulietoeal and unreal,
the next obvious question we must ask is: How dgeteo know what is
real (as different from what is not real). In othvasrds, by saying some
things are not real, we are implying that theressm@e things which are
real. How do we go about making that distinctiotrafTis the function of
philosophers we call epistemologists. The threeefclguestions that
concern epistemology are: What is knowledge (ortvdmes it mean to
say “I know”)? How do we get knowledge? Can what wall
“knowledge” be so sure that we cannot doubt it?

When you talk in ordinary conversation, you makstidction between
what you believeand what you know You also believe that one is
stronger than the other. When you say “I believad 80 and so”, what
you intend to tell us is that there is the posgibthat what you believe at
that point may turn out to be false. However, wiieu say, “I know that
so and so,” what you mean is that what you claim koow is true and
cannot be faulted. This distinction between what kpow and what you
believe is based on the assumption that therecansamy things we can
claim to know in the world. You can name some @fnth you think you
know that there is presently a book in front of youatttyou are a
man/woman; that you are alive; that 2 + 2 = 4; thatsun rises in the
east and sets in the west; that Abuja is the dagfitdigeria; that Obama
is the current president of the United States; thatearth moves round
the sun; that PHCN is epileptic; and so on. Thestoe is: Can you
really be certain that you know all that you cldaarknow?

So many people have claimed similar knowledge énpidist which turned
out to be wrong or false. Like so many people, g0 take some of
these claims for granted without any attempt decéihg on them to see
whether or not they can withstand some deep sgruliake an example.
One of your basic knowledge claims is that youaiee and conscious
now. This implies that you are not sleeping or drieg. If you are asked
how you know that you are not sleeping. You maysbiprised at that
guestion and may be replied: “Of course, I'm noty ldyes are wide
open, | can see you before me, | am also consabaserything around
me. Therefore, | can't be sleeping or even drearhilhgvould definitely
appear that you have given a very good answers lsett whether your
answer can withstand critical examination.

Almost everyone dreams. | want you to remember yast vivid
dream. This dream would have to be so real thanwioe woke up, you
were so disoriented and confused it took you aewvulunderstand where
you were. It could either be that you were so saddream is gone or you
were very happy it ended. Now, what caused youfusion about the
dream? You were certainly confused because therdreas so real to
you while it lasts. You actually thought it was peping! The question
then is: If your dreams have been so real as tsirbiar to reality, how
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do you know you are not presently in a very elateodzeam from which

you will wake up very soon? You cannot appeal tarysense for two

reasons. One, your senses were also availableuovpen you dream.
You see, feel, smell, taste and hear things arolwd, your sense have
deceived you in the past. How do you know theyraredeceiving you

now?

This example brings out clearly the significanceepfstemology in our

overall worldview. It is concerned with our clainesknowledge and the
methods we employ in arriving at what we claim k. Epistemology

serves as the standard of evaluating our knowlethjms so we would

be better able to differentiate between true claamd false claims. Most
of the claims we make are about the physical warlslind as well as
claims about the people we are in relationship witlends, spouses,
enemies, government officials, neighbours, childerd so on. Imagine
that you have put in about twenty years into a iagerand it turned out
you were completely wrong about your wife/husbanthgine that you

so trust your friend with your life's secret andtitrns out s/he was
actually an enemy acting like a friend. Imaginet thidhout any adequate
criteria to differentiate between truth and errgou assumed that a
building is strong...and the same building almostlagsed on you!

Further imagine that your neighbour whom you thaughbe a good

friend turned out to be a robot in spite of all yemcritical assumptions
that s/he is actually human!

This tells us that the degree to which your epislegy is correct is the
degree to which you will understand reality and wweld around you. It
is also the degree to which you can use that krogye@lé¢o promote your
life and goals. How many people however have sama of theory of
knowledge? Do you have a theory of how to move froatief to

knowledge? If you are asked what it means to kndwatwou claim to
know, what would be your answer?

Let us see whether you can be led to some kinchsiver. If | ask you
how you know that there is a book presently in frainyou, your answer
would be that you can see and touch the book. aissver tells us that
our senses are very important in getting infornmatédbout the world
around us. Yet, these senses are not usually toYewu sometime
mistook the smell of Jollof rice for that of suyou have also confused a
stranger for someone you thought you knew. Yous ¢gkt you the sun is
a small disc in the sky, yet we know the sun is Imbgger than the
earth. If you take the world at face value, we woehd up making so
many serious and irreversible mistakes that woulakemlife itself
unbearable. At best, what the sense could give hosild be called
opinion or belief rather than knowledge. So, iskgou what is in front
of you, rather than saying “l know it is a book@uwshould rather say “I
believe it is a book.” How then do you move fromisttbelief to
knowledge?

It has been suggested that knowledge is a combimafithree elements:
truth, belief and justification (or reasons for tadief). When you say, “I
know that there is a book in front of me now,” f& to know that it is a
piece of knowledge, (a) it must actually be truattthere is a book in
front of you (if it is something else, then you tartaim it is a book); (b)
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you must actually believe that there is a bookrontf of you (it is not
correct to say “I know there is a book in frontrog, but | don’t believe
it"); and (c) apart from the book being there iorft of you, and your
belief that it is there, you must also have a redso believing that the
book is there. If | ask you, how do you know tHha book is in front of
you, you can't reply “I just know.” There must bense reasons which
assure you that the book is really in front of you.

We can now go on to see which of our earlier quoasti are
epistemological in nature: How can | know the tyabutside of me?
How do | know anything at all? What is knowledge \{that does it mean
to know anything at all?)? What is truth? Do thases tell us anything
about the world? Is sense experience (through weydense organs) the
only source of knowledge and truth? Or, are thetteeroways of
knowing? If God exist, can we prove he/shelit adsAre there ways of
arriving at truth apart from the senses and huneasan? How do we
recognise what is good and what is bad?

4.2.3Ethics

Again, let us start with some basic definitionsvbiat ethics is:

e The study of moral standards and how they affeandm
conduct;

* The branch of philosophy which helps in clarifyimpral terms
and concepts;

* The branch of philosophy which teaches us howvi® the good
and happy life in the society;

* The aspect of philosophy which investigates hun@amdacts in
so far as such conducts can be said to be rightang;

» The systematic study of the fundamental principfasorality;

» It gives general guidance concerning what to doatvib seek,
and how to treat others.

Ethics, also known as moral philosophy, is periagsmost accessible
and human of all the branches of philosophy. Thisirnply because it is
concerned with the rightness and the wrongness uof agtions and

behaviours. It is very significant in human lifechese we are living in
the human society where our behaviours and actinso different from

the next person that without any guide/standardflicts and anarchy

become inescapable. We can therefore escape arerélaese conflicts by
setting down certain moral rules by which our rielahips are managed
and organised. On the other hand, your own actioa person would be
random, directionless and without value if there ao yardstick to

measure your actions. You would not even have deg bf which goal

or ambition to pursue and how to pursue it.

Ethics deals with human value, but not the entiodtall the values that
exists. There are political values as well as \vahatating to art and other
beautiful things. Ethics is only concerned with lammoral value; that
which is worthwhile for us as human to pursue by whour actions and
behaviours. It examines the value we place on macia the reason for
our actions. Youraction stands for the process of doing something in
order to achieve a goal. You will agree also thatway we behave and
act has some connection with the kind of persorargeor our character.
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In this sense, ethics is also concerned with ttadyars of our character
and how that influences our action. The word “ethicomes from the
Greek word ethos which means “character” or “masier

There are three fundamental dimensions from whiehcan understand
the work of ethicists. The most important is thempt to determine the
rightness and wrongness of human actions. This riine of ethics is
callednormative ethicsEthics in this sense is an attempt to come up wit
a rational and defensible theory about what makssation right or
wrong. If | steal yam from another person’s farmoirer to save my
family from impending starvation, is my action rigbr wrong? To
answer this ethical question, an ethicist wouldo&t say, “yes, it is
right,” or “of course, it is a wrong action!” Rathes/he would come up
with general principles upon which to base all vyagtions and all right
actions which would serve as guides for anythinguaat to do.

There are several principles which such an ethaostd consider. First,

s/he could say for instance, that the rightnessaandgness of any action
should be judged in terms of the consequencesabftttion. Thus, if my

stealing the yam saves the lives of my children waifd, it must be a

right action. If | didn't steal the yam and my fdynperished, then my

action must be a wrong one. Another principle ttigcest might choose

is that the rightness or wrongness of any actiodetermined by the

nature of the action itself, and not its conseqaen€hus, my stealing the
yam to save my family from starvation and evenjudiath would be a

wrong action because stealing is wrong in itseliatever consequence
comes out of it. An example of the first princijgeo say that an action is
right if it promotes my best interest alone somesno the detriment of
others. If an action neglects you, then it mustbgrong action. This is

called ethical egoism. You would rather call itfsmnteredness. These
principles or standards then act as guide for ybhanever you are faced
with a particular decision to make.

We have examined the dimensions of issues we cahuinder ethics.

First, we saw that ethics has to do with the foatah of those principles
upon which we can decide the rightness or wrongoéss action. This

could either be the consequence of an action ondere of that action

itself. Before we look at the second issue, lebusfly consider a further

point. Ethicists are also interested in the quastibwhether or not the
moral principles we have been talking about applgverybody equally

or whether it is the situation that determinesrtgbtness or wrongness of
an action. Can we say, for example, that abortioright because in a
particular case, it prevented the death of the ex@ttOr, is abortion

wrong in all cases without exception? Is marrying’s sister right in one

is culture and wrong in another? Or, is it wrongrgwhere?

The second dimension of the issues that ethicestbwlith has to do with
the analysis of the concepts and terms that weinugeaking ethical
judgments. Moral judgment refers to the activityjudging whether or
not an action, a person, something or an institutias a moral attribute.
The problem, however, is that many of us make kirigl of judgment
without a proper understanding of what we are gpyfor example, if
you say, “Don is a good person” or “The governmiendoing the right
thing,” what are you really saying? What do you még “good” and
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“right” as well as “wrong” and “bad’? The dimensiasf ethics that
considers the issue of where our moral terms amtiples come from,
and what they mean, is calleskta-ethicsThere are three questions that
come under meta-ethics.

The first questioms: Are moral standards and principles dependerhe
agreement of human beings or are they existingheir bwn? The first
possible answer to this question is that moral emland standards are
objective and can be found either in God's commandh nature. We
therefore know that stealing is wrong or that kegppromise is right
because God has implanted that command in all hutmaimgs
irrespective of colour or culture. The second amswéhe question is that
moral standards are not God’s commands, but arevjhst societies have
approved to be either right or wrong. If | say 4igy your wife in public
is wrong”, | say that because my society frowni. a an American says
‘kissing your wife in public is right,” then that merican society
approves kissing in public.

The second questidn meta-ethics is: What motivates human beings to
be moral? Or, why should | be moral? Why shouldehdve right and
good? Let us look at the three possible answetshthae been suggested
for these questions. The first answer is that veenamtivated to be moral
because we have been endowed with an inner sermgghbfind wrong;
which tells us naturally and automatically the tighay to achieve
happiness in life. The second answer is that werativated to be moral
because we are selfish beings always looking foatvi& in our own
interests. If | lead an old woman across the rbadfually have a selfish
reason behind what | did. The third answer is ithiateither our emotions
or our reason that motivates us to do good or tighgs. If you decide to
walk about naked on the streets, then you must &agason for doing it.

The third questiorin meta-ethics is: What is the meaning of “good,”
“right,” “wrong,” “immoral,” “moral,” “bad,” “ought,” and so on? This
aspect of meta-ethics is purely linguistic. To amstiis question, some
would say that when we use these concepts, werdyeegpressing our
emotion and desires about something. If you say,irfstance, “You
ought to give money to the motherless babies’ hgmaebat you are
really saying is “I like giving money to motherlebabies’ homes, you
should also do so.” In other words, you are onynty to make me like
what you like. Others argue that when you use theses, you are not
referring to your emotions at all, but to certaiatural qualities like
pleasure.

The last dimension of the issues that ethics isceored with is the
resolution of specific moral dilemmas and contrgies that human
beings face daily in life. A moral dilemma is ate@n situation which
requires making a choice between two opposing esuo$ action. Each
of these courses of action has good reasons irogupipit. For example,
you borrowed a cutlass from a friend yesterday wifiromise to return it
whenever he would request for it. Today, the frieothes to you very
furious, and asks for the cutlass. You know hethasntention of killing

someone with it. You are then faced with a morlrdima: if you give

him the cutlass, you are assisting him to killyau do not give him, you
are breaking a promise. You have good reasons ifongg him the
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cutlass, and you also have good reasons for notgghim at all. Which

is the best course of action to take? Applied stigdhat dimension that
enables you to make a right decision in this sitmatlt combines the
strategy you have gained in normative ethics antasmthics to analyse
such issues like abortion, euthanasia, infantigdeide, cloning, genetic
engineering, organ transplant, artificial insemim@t sex change,
surrogate motherhood, capital punishment, embrgeamh, stem cell
research, death, racial discrimination, war, the&irenment, animal

rights, and so on.

Finally, let us now look at those questions that ethical in nature: Do
we have any obligation to help other people? Grvae obliged to follow

the dictates of our own interests? Am | justifiadobeying the state? If
yes, when am | justified in disobeying? What maldaw a good law?
How do we determine what is good and what is baddatw¢ good? What
is evil? Is there an objective standard of good bad? Or, are we the
determinant of whether our actions are good or H2aés our morality

depend on religion? How should we live? What makéfe a good life?

What are the virtues of a human being? Shall weaitmappiness or at
knowledge, virtue, or the creation of beautiful eattg? If we choose
happiness, will it be our own or the happiness Itff B it right to be

dishonest in a good cause? Can we justify livingpalence while people
are starving elsewhere in the world? If conscrigieefight in a war we do
not support, should we disobey the law? What areobligations to the

other creatures with whom we share this planettaride generations of
humans who will come after us?

4.2.4Logic

What is logic? Let us consider some few definitions

» ltis the study of propositions and their use iguanentation;

» It is concerned with reasoning, and especially distinction
between good reasoning and bad reasoning;

» ltis the general theory of the proposition;

» ltis the theory of reasoning;

» ltis the science dealing with the principles olidaeasoning and
argument;

* ltis the study of the rules of right reasoning;

» ltis the study of the laws of thought.

There are two courses in this course dealing waigic! Thus, we will not
go into any serious detail in this Study Sessia@t.us start with the point
that logic did not originally begin as a legitimdtench of philosophy. It
started only as a toobganon) that assists the philosophers in fashioning
an orderly and clear understanding of the problantsquestions they are
dealing with. Aristotle rejected logic as one oé ttheoretical sciences
like mathematics, physics and metaphysics. Its aglgvance is that it is
a tool which these sciences use in facilitatingrthesearch. It was only
later that logic started acquiring the status dafistipline, a branch of
philosophy, with its own subject matter. Howevéke Iwe said earlier,
this subject matter cannot be entirely divorceanftbat of epistemology.
If epistemology is concerned with our knowledgeredlity, the concern
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of logic is how we successfully justify between doeasons and bad
reasons.

Logic is fundamentally about arguments. An argunisnmade up of
propositions or declarative statements, which canrie or false. If you
say, for instance, “Obama is the first black prestdn the US,” you have
uttered a statement that can be true or false.cLegsentially is an
attempt to understand certain kind of relation thetids between
propositions. One set of proposition in an argumentcalled the
conclusion The conclusion stands for a particular claim ymake with a
statement. When you say, “Fashola is the best govén Nigeria,” you
are making a particular claim with your sentencéeWwe all speak, we
make all manner of claims and assertions thattitiset something is
either true or false. In logic, these claims ariedaconclusions. The
other set of proposition in an argument is callegjpremise(or premiss).
The premise serves as the reason you have for girgpthe claim you
have made. Take the “Fashola” example again. Ifglaim that Fashola
is the best governor in Nigeria, then your prentis@remises would be
the reasons you have to support that claim. Yoasaes could be: (a) he
is not a politician like the rest of the office Hefs; (b) his achievements
are loud and clear; (c) he is humble and unassyraimdjso on.

Logic is therefore concerned with the examinatibthe logical relation
between the set of propositions we call the commhssand the set of
propositions we call the premises. If the prem@gsport the conclusion
100%, then we say that your argument ideductive argumentf your
premises only support your conclusion to some aetgss than 100%,
then we say that your argument isiaductive argumentLogic is also
concerned with certain errors in reasoning, whieh called fallacies. A
fallacy is a bad argument or an argument that does Hotwfdhe correct
reasoning method.

Let us make a last point about the concerns ofopbjihy as a whole.
Metaphysics, epistemology, ethics and logic aresiclamed to be the
primary or traditional branches of philosophy. Hoee philosophy is

also made up of a whole set of other concerns weatcan call the
“Philosophy of ...” For instance, the philosophercncerned with the
work of the historian and especially the historgaafaim about the past.
The philosopher is also concerned with politicpeeglly (a) the claim

that politics can be regarded as a science; anthébyoncern of how we
can order our human society in order to live a glifed The other areas
of human endeavours that the philosopher is coedemth are: Law,

education, science, religion, psychology, econonbasiness, computer,
language, literature, culture, environment, arti smon.

All these disciplines and vocations are calfiest order disciplines. To
be first order implies that they have a particidad specific range of
subject matter they are dealing with. Philosophwl& in this sense a
first order discipline. However, philosophy transds being a first order
discipline in the sense that it can also be calledcond ordediscipline.
In this sense, philosophy extends the method ditatianalysis to the
examination of the first order subject matter @< other disciplines.
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Activity

Time required:
20 minutes

ITQ

Questior
o How do you explain philosophy as a second ordevilise”
Feedbacl

* We expect that you have an understanding of wHistsorder
discipline is before you can even talk of a secarder
discipline. By first order discipline, we are coting that
philosophy and its core branches have certain subatter
which they deal with. By second order, we are tajkabout the
applicdion of philosophical tools to the analysis of othiest
order disciplines. For example, we have what weptalosophy
of science, philosophy of law, etc. All these aiteiagions of
applying philosophy to the subject matter of ottlisciplines

Questior
What are the concerns of branches of philosc

Discussior
From what we told you in this study session, thare four mair
branches and these include metaphysics, epistemdbmgc, and ethic

You will discover that we mentioned that metaphysics is thermoéall
science. This is because of what its focus is atitye Whatever thi
definition you may give, it must reflect metaphysias the theory (
reality regards of the fact that there is no cosssias regards the
definition of metaphysics. We expect you to raiseme of the
philosophical questions that pertain to this brasichhilosophy

Epistemology is another branch of philosophy and regarded as tt
theory of knowledge. It investigates tlprocess of cognition amot
humans. By this, we mean that epistemology is amecewith all the
problems of acquisition and justification of knoddge. Traditionally ir
philosophy, three qualities are expected to beemtefor any claim t
graduate as kwledge and these are truth, belief, and justificaiithe
adequacy of these three will be studied in PHI 281¢ expect you t
raise some of the philosophical questions you teamt in this cours
that are epistemological in natt

Logic, from our dscussion in this study session so far, is concenikc
the principles of valid inferences. By this, we methe logica
connection between the premises and the conclusi@n argumeni
What this tells you is that logic is involved ingaments. Imporintly,
we expect that you will take into considerationymur definition tha
logic did not start out as a branch of philosophbt/that it was used as
tool by philosophers in the project of analy

The fourth branch of philosophy is ethics. You ndagfine this branch
of philosophy as that which deals with the morabfyour actions a
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humans. It is concerned with the value that weeplaic human actior
as well as the reason for our actions. One of thadhes of ethics
mete-ethics which is concaed with the general questions about
nature of morality as well as the meaning of theahooncepts that w
use

We also expect you to note in your answer thateafiése tradition:
branches of philosophy, philosophy is concerned whole lot of ther
human endeavours including arts, literature, phajolgy, law, politics
business, et

Study Session Summary

us in formulating our worldviews. The classificatiof these questions is
what we call the branches of philosophy. We exatitiee four
branches of philosophy: Metaphysics (the theory &ality),
Epistemology (the theory of knowledge), Ethics (tineory of morality)
and Logic (the theory of reasoning). Valso made the final point th
apart from this traditional subject matter of pbhdphy, there are ¢
many areas of human endeavours that philosopmyéseisted in. Thes
areas include: politics, science, art, religionmpater, psychology
economics, aw, language, literature, culture, education, s
environment, business, and so

@ In this Study Sessiowe discussed some of the basic questions tha

Summary

Assessment

SAQ 4.1 (tests Learning Outcome 4.
° What is thi nature of philosophical questions?
SAQ 4.2 (tests Learning Outcome 4.

Assessment Fill in the blank spaces with appropriate terms in the abric
“OrientationTalk onhilosophyProgramme” belov

You will discover that we mentioned thAis the queen of all scienc
This is because of its focus is on reaBis another branch «
philosophy and it is regarded as the theory of kedge. It investigate
the process of cognition among humans. By tlthis branch of
philosoph' is concerned with all the problems of acquisitiond
justification of knowledge

C is concerned with the principles of valid inferend@g.this, we mea
the logical connection between the premises andcéimelusion in ai
argument

The fourth branch of philosophyD. You may define this branch
philosophy as that which deals with timorality of our actions &
humans. It is concerned with the value that weelac human actior
as well as the reason for our actit
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Study Sessionb

Appearance and Reality

Introduction

In the previous Study Session, we explored thedbes of philosophy.
In this Study Session, we willexamine appearanat raality as most
fundamental philosophical problems.

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

5.1 distinguish between what is real and what only appears to be
real.

5.2 statethe difference between appearance and reality.

5.1 Distinction between “What is Real” and “What
Only Appears to be Real”

At one time or the other, you must have made @ndisdbn between what
is real and what is not real (or what is fake). Yeusaid, for example,
“Appearance can be deceptive!” And you don’t staystjat this

distinction alone; you've also based some of yoypdrtant decisions on
that difference between what is real and what isreal. For instance,
some of us married those who eventually marriecbbee we thought we
were able to identify the difference between what tman or woman is
and who s/he is not.

When you look at a person or a thing and you comrteeyour friend,
“appearance can be deceptive, watch out!” you measay that behind
what your friend is seeing, there is something deggich points at who
that person is or what that thing is. When you dbescsomething or
somebody as fake, you meant to let us know thae tben be someone or
something that is real. The problem, however, & #re we always able
to make that distinction? Are we always able tdedintiate between
what is real and what only appears to be realdoot?

We live our lives with a lot of assumption abouings and people we
think we truly believe to be real. Of course, yoelidwe your

wife/husband to be the real man or woman (andybatdid not marry
another person); you believe that the table intfadryou is very real; you
believe that the food you just finished eating weal; you believe that
the sun is really in the sky; you believe thatatilook out the window,
you see so many buildings around you; you beliéna you presently

A
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have on some clothes (and so, you are not naked)bglieve that fire i
really hot and can be quite painful if touched; andn.

If I ask how you come to be sure about all thesgg) you may imply
give me a puzzling look and may be say, “of couls&now them.
Commonsense says these thingsreally there.” One of your reasons |
knowing them may be that these things and people baen part of yot
immediate experience for a long time. en | say ‘“immediat
experience,” | am using a philosophical term. Big tferm, | mean th
experience that our senses give to us without amytlstanding ir
between. If | put on a sunshade, for example, Ity that | have a
immediat' experience offte book in front of me because the sunst
stands in between my eyes and the book. But ifnlone the sunshade
begin to see the book in front of me immediatelp, &ost of the
examples we highlighted in the preceding parageaphthings we com
to know immediately, especially by sight. Your husbandvife is always
present to your senses; you see the sun everydayhgnds enabled y«
to put on your clothes; your sight, smell and tagid” you about the
food you just ate; your eyes give you testimony about the oth
buildings surrounding where you are now; your sesfseuch tells yot
fire is hot and painful; and so ¢

Yet, with all these, your sense of certainty begmsvaver when yo
remember that there are so many times that thery senses we put so
much trust in have in fact deceived us into beligvsomething is s
when it isreally not so. Let me share a “philosophical story” thdit
illustrate the nature of this proble

[llustration

A man took a journey to his farm very early in the morning, as early as 3 am in order
to be able to get much work done before the sun rises. When he was very close to
the farm, he noticed something white moving ahead of him just before he crossed
the small stream that flows through his farm. He was so afraid because, he
reasoned, what else could be that white and moving in the bush ahead if not an evil
spirit or goblin. He stood rooted to the spot, waiting for the goblin to walk away
after accomplishing its business. He became very uneasy when the goblin refused
to leave. Apparently, he could not also go on his way. He was like that until around
5 am when other farmers started appearing. They also “saw” the spirit and became
rooted to the spot with the same resolve to wait out the spirit. They believe that
eventually, the spirit would move since it would not want to see the daylight.
Eventually, it dawned enough for them to see the spirit. To their utter amazement,
they discovered the “spirit” was only a piece of white cloth caught among the
shrubs and moving gently with the breeze!

Analysis

When the man first saw the cloth around 3 am, he was convinced, on the evidence
of his sight, that it was a spirit. He even persuaded others into thinking they saw the
same thing, thereby taking their sight for granted. The problem therefore is this: Is
it always reliable to believe what our senses tell us? You can turn your mind to some
of those instances when your senses—sight, hearing, touch, smell and taste—have
also deceived you into believing something was so when it really was not so. Did
you come up with two or three such instances? Well, you may argue, what'’s the big
deal? We make these mistakes all the time. Why must | put my mind to something
so abstract and useless? Why should | be concerned with the difference between
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appearance and reality?

5.2 Difference between Appearance and Reality

There is one fundamental reason why the distindtietween appearan
and reality is very important. This reason is thate is a need to be ve
cautious and careful in the assertions we maketahowexperience. Th
is because our experience doet always provide us with the knowled
about the real nature of thing

[llustration

Mr. Tim has been your colleague for close to twenty years. He came to you one day
with a form of attestation for a loan of Mo, ooo from the cooperative. You gladly
signed the form for him with the assumption that you knew who Mr. Tim really is (in
essence, that's what the form is asking you to attest). One day, about eight months
later, the cooperative officials knocked on your door and demanded you pay on Mr.
Tim’s behalf because he had absconded with the money.

Reflection

Would you say you really knew who Mr. Tim was, when you were attesting his
form? If you insist that it is normal to make such mistakes, then you would be ready
to bear the often costly consequences of such mistakes.

We have looked at the problem and the significamicthe appearanc
and reality distinction in our d-to-day existence. The next thing to dc
to better understand the definition of reality/d appearance. Simply pi
reality refers to what it means for anything to dreto exist. It is the
totality of all things that are real in the univerdA thing is real if it
existence does not depend on our perception okitigirof it. In othel
words,if we say that the table in front of you is reahat we are sayin
is that the table will always be there independdnivhether or not yo
are seeing and touching it. The ultimate test oatwh real therefore

that it is available for verificationy others. If the existence of thin
changes according to our perception of them, thercannot really sa
those things are real. A good example is coloue mature of colour i
dependent on a number of factors like light andknkess, angle, distanc
and so on. Colour, in this sense, could thereferetmracterised as

appearance because its reality is dependent on tlioking anc
perception

ITQ

Questior
o Why do we need to understand the difference bet
appearance and reality?

Feedbacl
* Fromwhat you have studied so far, you will understdrat the
main reason why we need to understand that notwhét
appears to be real is real indeed is to help usdaogious ir
accepting all that is presented to us. We becomes roarefu
and cautious.
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The definition of reality and appearance raises sevasdbus problem
that will be obvious very soon. Let us take a veimple example. Th
table you are reading on now. That table will obgly satisfy the
criterion for reality: (a) your immediate perience of seeing al
touching it tells you the table is really there) {bis also certain that
will continue to be there even if you are in themoor reading on it; ar
finally, (c) it can equally and easily verifiablg Bny other normal persc
as a table. Yet, with all these criteria, can wewsa have really capture
what it means for anything to be real’

Looking at it, you can say that it is brown, recfalar, and dull when yo
look at it. But when you touch it, it is smooth amatd. When you tap it,
it gives a certain sound. If any other normal persaters your roor
now, s/he would also acknowledge that the tablethase features yc
have identified. It seems also certain that théetatust be real and yc
are certain it is realf you look closely now, problems begin to surfi
about your assurance that the table is really wbatconsidered it to b
Consider the colour very well. On closer look, ydiscover that som
part of the table, especially those that are cldsethe light, appear
brighter and whiter than the rest. The distributdnthe colour pattern c
the table also changes the more | move to diffguarttof the room. Thi
tells us that if there are about three people enghme room examinir
the table from dferent angle, they will see different colour patten the
same table. If you put a coleblind person into the room, s/he will se
completely different colour on the table. The dfigaince of this become
clear if a painter were to paint the sarrble from three different angle
You will definitely see three different tables. Whaen is really thi
colour of the table? Can we even say it has aquéati colour at all

Consider the table’s texture. To your naked eyeseitainly appeatr
smooth nd clean. However, if you place the surface ofttli®e under |
microscope, you are confronted with the roughnégke surface whic
your eyes can’t normally see. What then is the tedure of the table
the one your eyes can see, or the one vibehind the microscope? T
same problem confronts you when you look at thepshaf the table
According to commonsense, the “real” shape of Higet is certainh
rectangular. But that shape is given to you frorpaaticular point o
looking at the tabl If the real shape is rectangular, then it shoutzk
rectangular from any angle in the room. Again, sigmnificance of thit
becomes clearer if you were an artist sketchingtaiide from variou:
angles. Thus, the sense only succeeds again imggisg vhat is only an
appearance about the table and not what the tdalita

Canyougive an illustration to show the thin line between what is real and that
which only appears to be real?

Discussion
Yes you can! An example is this:

When you are travelling on a tarred road, you will discover that if you look ahead
of you, it seems as if the road ahead is wet with water but you will discover that
when you get there, the road is dry. Your senses have only deceived you.
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The problem now is: What is then the real tabllitve have considere
are appearances? Our usual commonsense apprabhahvwse move fron
these appearances about the shape, colour, sodrdxanre to infer the
there is a real table in front of LAre we even justified to conclude tt
there is a real table different from what our sentl us? Is it eve
possible to know things as they really are apamnfthe testimonies «
our senses? By this experiment, we have disturbedefinition of whi
constituted reality and what constituted appearalicge are not able t
know, for instance, the real nature of the tatlientwe are left with onl
appearances. Yet our commonsense tells us thaalblee we are seeir
right in front of us now is tf real table. An added problem is that it is
all appearances (like that of the table) that weukh trust. Som
appearances are false. For instance, the appeasbmader on the roa
when you ardravellingin the sun is false. Even if you eventu shrug
your shoulder and think that what we have doneotsreally important
you have gained one crucial insight: Never taker gamses for grante

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Sessiowe confronted one of the most important probl
of philosophy. This is the attempt to differentidtetween appearan
and reality; beween what is real and what is not . We said that this
distinction is very important for us because inespif appealing to thi
distinction in our day to day conmsation, we rarely reflect on its dee|
meaning and significance. Its significance lieshia fact that we usual
make this distinction between what is real and vdry appears to
real based on the testimony of our five senFinally, we discusse the
differences between the reality and appear:
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Q)

Assessment

SAQ 5.1 (tests Learning Outcomes 5.1 and 5

Since there is a difference between what is redlvelmat appears to |
real, what then do you consider as the relationbbivee appearance
and reality



Study Session6Scepticism and Knowledge
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Scepticism and Knowledge

Introduction

In this Study Session, we will discuss scepticisnd &nowledge as
philosophical problems. We will also attempt toaes the question of
what it means to know anything, and whether ourvkedge can be
doubted.

@ earning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
6.1 explainthe problems of scepticism and knowledge.

6.1 Problems of Knowledge and Scepticism

The problem of scepticism and knowledge arises fthen attempt to
answer one fundamental question: Do we have anwledgge in this

world that is so certain that nobody can doubt(R@ssell, 1978: 3) |
know you can readily think of so many things youn @aim to know

with assurance. You also have numerous beliefswgigde what you
should do and what you ought not to do. Furtheu, lyelieve that out of
all these beliefs, you know how to separate betwikese beliefs which
you consider to be true and those you consideettalse. The question
however is: Do we know with certainty that thosédfe we consider to
be true or false are actually true or false? Ifdeeknow with certainty,

how did we arrive at this certainty? A more fundataé question is:

How do we even know that we know anything? Whatsdibanean to

know something?

6.1.1What is Knowledge?

Let us consider some statements about knowledge:

1. The government knows that politics sometimes himdtre
common good;

I know how to use the laptop;

The barber claims to know the president of the éthtates;
He is knowledgeable in mathematics and statistics;

| know that God exists;

The man and the woman have known each other fopdketen
years;

Everybody knows that the capital of Nigeria is Adjuj

The DL students know that they will pass their sesr

. We all need to know what life is all about

0. She claims to know Canada.

ouarwnN
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There are several things that we can say abouthale knowledge
claims. Let us first eliminate those that are reatlot claims to

knowledge. In examples 8, “know” is interchangethwbelieve”, so we

cannot say it constitute a real case of knowledgeabse they do not
know yet whether they will pass their course. Tlaeg just exercising
faith. In example 9, “know” is used for the need fonderstanding” of

the meaning of something. Examples 2 and 4 refehdoskill that one

possesses in being able to do something. Examplésa@d 10 refer to
the familiarity or experience of a place or peoftgamples 1, 5 and 7
represent certain information about facts that meesavare of.

All these examples help us to classify knowing itlicee fundamental
categories: knowledge by acquaintance kogwledge ofthings, places
and persons); knowledge of a skill or a speciditghir the performance
of a task (or,knowledge ho)y and knowledge of certain facts (or,
knowledge that We will not be bothered here about the relatigms
between these three types of knowledge. The impiopint to make is
that out of the three categories of knowledge Iihitéd above, the most
important for philosophers is knowledge that (oratvban also be called
propositional knowledge The reason for this is simple. Take knowledge
how for example. It is possible for a person tosgss the knowledge of
how to cure diabetes using herbal means withouigbable to convey
what he knows to anybody. Knowledge that, howewmsumes the
possession of specific information, which people canvey to others to
be judged true or false. For example, if | havediwith friend for five
months, can | assert that | know him? Yet, moatotincritically assert:
“I know him very well.” We even assert ‘| know Olzago” without ever
meeting with him!

Propositional knowledge is interesting for the #pimlogist because
when we claim the knowledge of a fact or informatithere is a prospect
of a mistake in what we have claimed. There is ssipdity that the
evidence we propose to back up our claim may notadequate or
relevant to support the claim. Propositional knalgie implies the
possession of a piece of information that is natrojpo falsehood. In
other words, any claim to know that so and so rhasto certain, definite
and reliable that it cannot be doubted. If | claorknow that 2 + 2 = 4,
then it must not turn out that this is not so. Biten we say we know
that so and so, what is it that we know? There isoasensus in
epistemology that knowledge derives from our beliéfs human beings,
we believe many things. We believe that the worlll eénd one day; we
believe that a man is stronger than a woman; wieveethat most crimes
are committed by men; we believe that there is Garbelieve that the
email is faster than the post mail; we believe thatshall die before our
children; we believe that we live long to transcemd present condition;
we believe that night follows day and day followght; and so on. The
problem however is not with what we believe. Thégsophical problem
is: Which of my beliefs is to be counted as knowk® In other words,
which of my beliefs are true and which are falseffidl of them can |
depend on to live my life meaningfully?
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ITQ

Question
0 What are the three fundamental categories of kng#vin

Feedback
* In classifying knowing, we can talk of knowledge by
acquaintance which is also called knowledge of. &&e also
talk of knowledge how and this concerns knowledfja skill
and we can also talk of propositional knowledge&mowledge
that or knowledge about certain facts.

This question is fundamental because for somethimgcount as
knowledge, that thing must first be true. You cantiaim to know what
is obviously false. For instance, you can say yavehknowledge when
you believe that the world is flat rather than sjda. If | believe that
there are people living in the sun, and that bediefot true, then | can't
claim any specific knowledge that there are pedbpieg in the sun. The
second point about knowledge is that if we clainkriow that something
is so or not so, then we must believe what we clairknow. This point
emphasises the idea that belief is just as aspdatavledge. It sounds
awkward if you say, “I know that Man U will defeérsenal by three
goals, but | don't believe it.”

Lastly, for us to accept that you know that so aadthen you must give
us certain reasons why you believe that so andsough knowledge is
really an aspect of belief, it goes beyond beliethie sense that what
counts as knowledge is: belief plus evidence foatwire are claiming. If
this evidence is not there, or is not adequate amsdot support the
claim, then we cannot say we have any knowledgeask you why you
know that Man U will beat Arsenal, and you replijust know,” then we
cannot really say that you know that Man U will elgtf Arsenal. Thus, to
claim the knowledge that so and so is the caset whaclaim to know
must first be true, you must believe in what yaairal is so and so, and
you must have a reason or evidence for believiag $o and so is the
case.

6.1.2Scepticism

But, is it possible to know something in such a ulagt the knowledge
cannot be doubted? Is it possible to justify oregevidence for our
beliefs in such a way that they will not be fal3éfere are some that hold
the claim that there is none of our beliefs that ba justified in such a
way that they will not be false. These people aléed the sceptics; and
their position is called scepticism. Scepticisnthie position that we can
never have enough certainty in our claim to knogtedScepticism
comes in two forms: Universal scepticism and lihitecepticism.
Universal scepticisnis the claim that we can never knamything for
certain. This sceptic argues that human beingsatamave any kind of
knowledge of anything because none of our belieés ever justified.
These beliefs are never justified because therddnaways be reasons
to doubt the reasons we give in support of thenis pbsition is however
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a very difficult one to hold because it alreadyspigposes that there is at
least one thing that we can know. In other wortdsciaim that we can't
know anything for certain, then | am also claimihgt | know something
for certain: What | know for certain is that we aagver know anything
for certain.

Limited scepticismon the other hand, escapes this self-defeatitgana
of universal scepticism in that it holds the pasitithat some of our
knowledge claims—especially in science, religiord athics; or about
memory, perception or the external world—are realby justified, and

hence cannot be held with certainty. This typeagfpsicism focuses our
attention to specific issues and areas of humapaymiirs. For instance,
the limited sceptic can query whether we can knowckrtain that the
external world exists. Can you know for certaint ttiee table in front of

you or the book you are reading actually exists?

Philosophical scepticism, in general, questionsréasons, evidence and
justification that we have for believing what weaioh to believe. The
fundamental challenge of the sceptic is not abdet standards we
employ to prove the truth of our claims. Rathee, thallenge the sceptic
poses is whether or not those standards are ajgepr supporting our
claims. If | ask how you know that there is a tatigt in front of you,
your answer is likely to be that you can see arad fiee table. Your
answer assumes that the senses are adequate ® thaivwe know
something. But my next question would be: How da koow that your
eyes are telling you the truth about what you amrg? If you agree that
your eyes have deceived you once, how are you sbenthat they are
not presently deceiving you? Can you place youtagdy in something
that has deceived you many times in the past?

All this may seem like a trivial, impracticable afiditless issue to you.
How can | not know that | am holding a book in ngntd right now?
How can | not know that my TV is on if it is on? Waan | not know that
| am awake now and not dreaming? To even ask thesstions only
shows that you have not really come to term withftindamental nature
of your own self as a human being. Scepticism cofraa the Greek
word skeptikogneaning “an inquirer,” someone who is always daac:
for truth. Such an inquirer is someone who is redilg satisfied with
claims that are not backed up with sufficient exitke In this sense, we
are all sceptics because we all also raise doubtitathings that are
perplexing to us and around us: We ask whetheF#ueral Government
is sincere about giving Nigerians constant eleityrieve ask whether we
can adequately raise our children to be good citizere ask whether the
rain will fall; we ask whether democracy can suevihe corruption in
Nigeria; we ask whether God exists and whether ld&ces our
sufferings and agonies; we can ask whether we aaa pur exams; we
ask whether the world will end one day; we ask waethe sun will
collide with the earth in orbit; we ask whether ADs real and deadly;
and so on. We raise all manner of doubtful questianout things and
assumptions that are not consistent with what wievee According to
Owolabi, scepticism is very significant in humaie lbecause:
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“Scepticism as an idea connotes the critical sphi: tendency of ne
being easily satisfied with simple or superficialdence and striving t
accept only incorrigible beliefsat are absolutely certain (2000: ".

Thus, scepticism is significant in two respects: ifahelps us not t
accept claims and dogmatic statements that aresapported witt
evidence; and (b) it also motivates us to reflecoor own claims so as
make only those claims that we can support adequatély genuine
evidence

Imagine getting an email saying that you have yust N3m. The email
further requires that you depoMN50, 000 in a certain account in orde|
claim your winnings. What would tyour immediate response? | susy
that response would be an immediate doubt: How dioime to win ar
amount | did not play for? Then, if you want to Exp your curiosity th
more, you may want to play along with the scam mgsgo see how
will turn out. Once you refust take the email (or any other thing
that matter) on face value alone, we can say yewaceptic. The who
essence of scepticism is just that: to help usiatsising our claims an
the claims of others before we decid take any action on the

ITQ

Questior
o How will you differentiate between universal skem anc
limited scepticism?

Feedbacl
* The difference between the two is concerning tlopeof eacl
of them. Universal skepticisnmolds that we cannot knao
anything for sure. On its part, limited skepticibiwids that we
can know some things for certain.

Study Session Summary

O

Summary

In this Study Sessiowe discussed what knowledge is all about, wh
means “to know"something, how we can differentiate between \
counts as belief and what counts as knowledge. &t that thoug
knowledge is an aspect of belief, it goes beyorbim the sense thi
to have knowledge about anything, it must be madefwour belef and
the evidence we have to support that belief. We atsv the sceptic
challenge to those things we claim to know foraertin conclusion, w
saw that scepticism is essential for us in twowvalé senses. One,
gives us the critical spirit tscrutinize the claims that others make
their beliefs; and two, it also motivates us touoize our own claim
before we go on to act on th
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Assessment

SAQ 6.1 (tests Learning Outcome 6.
’ Can we know anything for sul

Assessment
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Study Session7

Citizen and State

Introduction

In this Study Session, we will look at the relaship that exists between
the citizens and the society in which they findntiselves. We will also

examine the kind of obligation and duties they @&eh other and under
what circumstances such obligation can and shaailarbken.

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
7.1define anduse correctly the following terms in bold:
e society
* state
* government
e citizen
7.2discuss the formation of a society.
7.3 explain the nature of political obligation.

1.1Formation of Society

Imagine that all the rules and regulation guiding eonducts in the
family, in the homes, in the schools, in marketsdriving, in promise
keeping, in banking, in facts in the entire societyd in human
relationship generally are suddenly removed andowger have any law,
both moral and legal. What consequences do yowsdefz There will be
unbridled anarchy resulting from the breakdown fué society as we
know it. This would mean that people now have thgacity to do what
they like as they like and when they like. Most artantly, it means that
a person can now become the law-giver, the lawpnéger and the law-
executor in his/her own case. For instance, if lzgroperson offends you,
you are the one to determine the magnitude of ffemce, the nature of
the punishment and the execution of the punishment.

In such a situation of lawlessness, there are akteings that we can
note. The first is that there are some people,ci@pethe powerful and
the unjust, who will have undue advantage in omingsand dominating
others who are not so powerful. The second thingdte is that even
those who are weak and just will eventually finavay to retaliate any
wrong and unjust treatment against them. Now imagihat will happen:
A powerful man decides to take the wife of a less/grful man simply
because he likes the woman and he has the meaasetthe woman by
force. The husband of the woman, because he is,vedsd goes about
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looking for others who find themselves in a simikituation. These
people also get together to retaliate against tveedul man since they
have also derived strength in humber. The resulthef is that life

becomes very fearful and dangerous. It becometsiatisin of the war of
everybody against everybody where anything candmppyou.

This is a real assessment of what men can doioaisn where there is
no law or regulation that will hinder them from weg what they like,
whether that thing they like is good or bad. Imagthat one day, you
found a magic ring that has the power to make yousible to
everybody. What are the things you are likely tondth that ring? Would
you not consider seriously the prospect of visitthg bank? The other
side of the case is that no man wants to get idjas a result of their
often unjust action. Take a robber, for exampléeSlesires to take the
items of property that don’t belong to him or hget s/he is reluctant to
go to prison if caught. Thus, while most of us igruese that it is good for
us individually to be unjust in our actions; wecatecognise or possess
the common knowledge that it is bad for us indigidiu to suffer.
However, we know that if we act unjustly, we widrtainly suffer. What
do you consider to be the right way out of thisbbem of liking to live
unjustly but not wanting to suffer for it?

One possible way to resolve the problem is to wesahdividually to
restrain out unjust desires, and to also agree ethibrs to restrain their
own unjust desires and seek after justice in olatiomship with one
another. The result of such an agreement or cdribeteveen people of
different background, desires, outlooks and ortamta is what we now
call the society. Such a contract or agreementbeilimportant because
in spite of our desire for unjust actions, we akscognise that we have so
many needs which we don’t have the capacity talfolirselves. We
need other people to assist us in fulfilling thoseds. If we continue in
our lawlessness, then it becomes difficult to ggtome who will be able
to help us. We therefore have two fundamental reasdny the evolution
of the society became very significant for us te lin. the first is that no
one wants to continue in a state of fear and imrtgcThe second is that
we all need one another to fulfil our basic needge.

ITQ

Question
o0 Why is society vital to the existence of man?
Feedback

* ltis a known fact that no man is self-sufficievithat this means
is that we need others in other to be able tolfalir needs and
yearnings in the world in which we find ourselveddence,
society becomes a very important aspect of ousliBesides
this is the need to integrate law and order intowlorld so that
chaos and violence will be avoided as this wouldehaeen the
case were men to be living as atomic beings.

This is the origin of what we now know as the hunsatiety. By
“origin” we should think that the situation we hasketched above is
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what really led to the creation of the society tlwat there really was a
point in history when people were involved in a waeverybody against

everybody and therefore they had to enter intordract. What we mean
by “origin” is that if we look at the society todét without its laws and

regulation, then we can imagine that it came ixistence because we all
agreed to live together without constantly fightomge another.

What then is a Society?

The word ‘Society’ comes from the Latin wordociuswhich stands for
“companion,” andsocietaswhich translates as “companionship.” The
term is a broad one that brings together all argnsplecies that relate
socially. For instance, bees and termites are eddled social animals
because they relate socially. Howevlyman society refers to the
network of relationship that brings people togetlera particular
community as companions in progress. It also refersa set of
individuals and/or institutions in some relationhbrought about by the
necessity for interdependence. Thus, we can talkatitutions like the
family, church, mosque, the market, trade uniong, €0 on. In a human
society, an action becomesacial actionwhen the meaning behind that
action involves a relation to another person’s bigha. And asocial
relationship becomes situation in which several people adjbstrt
behaviour to each other in the light of the meartimgy give to these
behaviours. In other words, a social relationskifens to the situation of
the mutual awareness of the ways we see one araghmrlonging to the
same society. An important aspect of these relsttips is the existence
of a shared normative framework of rules and notinad¢ define what
constitutes correct thought, behaviours and actions

We can therefore take it as a fact that there issociety without
individuals who act on the basis of their beliedfgsires, perception,
values and ideals. This therefore tells us thatsthmety is not as free of
conflicts as we may be thinking. These conflicte definitely not as
extensive and threatening as what we find in whathave called the
state of nature, but they are still there neveeg®l This is because when
society emerged, it did not prevent individualsnir@acting on their
preferences and beliefs especially with regardsthiose resources
available for their well-being in the society. Thegsources are available
but scarce vis-a-vis the number of people who néédaem. The problem
for the government (and, we should say, philosapheo) is how to
mediate this conflict in the society in such a whgt people will not
revert back to the state of nature. For instartoe,sbcial and political
philosopher would be concerned with asking: Whatadwrganisation or
framework is necessarily to assist in the allocatmf these scarce
resources?

With this last question, we come to the importanéeoolitics in the
organisation of the society. According to Aristothme of the greatest of
the Greek philosophers, man is essentially a paliinimal. What does it
mean to be a political animal? What Aristotle wélsiding to is the
propensity of men tgoliticize their social relationship. This refers to
those activities of people with respect to the aimn of scarce
resources, power, rights, duties, obligations,rtibs, liberties, benefits
and sanctions (Oke, 2001: 9). Here, we have osir ifidication into the
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nature of politics in the human society: It refevsdo with the control of
people within the confines of organised power. #ald with the
institutions and structures of command and conteolmanipulative
distribution mechanism. Politics in this sense Ie t‘authoritative
allocation of values, being a form of activity whitocuses on the quest
for competitive advantage in various social sitwadi’ (1bid, 10).

Politics in this regard has the same root meaniittp ¥policy” and
“police”. A policy refers to a programme of actiadopted by a person, a
group or a government; the police is itself an oiggtion for maintaining
law and order. Politics and policy are both “plarisactions” involving
the idea of organising or directing other men, thelice is the
organisation for carrying out that plan. Politicsentially, therefore, is a
policy making activity which reaches “its completiin the search for a
regime, that is to say, for the method by whiclesubf organisation and
direction are determined” (Aron, 1978: 23). Thubew men successfully
politicize their social relationship, few people kagpolicy decisions on
behalf of the many with regards to the distributidrthe scarce resources
of the society. These few people are calledgtr¢ernment The many
are called theitizens

Now, let us regard the question: How do we orgatfisehuman society?
There are several answer to this question manifeistethe forms of

organisation several societies have appropriatedrganise their own
society. In this sense, we can talk of the monasathsociety; the

aristocratic society; the democratic society; thgaochic society; and so
on. However, the most pervasive and popular answéne question of
how to organise the human society in today’'s wasldemocracy. And

the most fundamental assumptions of democracy @ethe people

understand what is best for them or what is inrtb&mn interest; and,
therefore, as a result, (b) they should be alloveedecide the issue of
governance on their own.

Democracy derives from the Greek watdmokratia(a combination of
demoandkratein) meaning the “rule of the people”. Abraham Lincoln
entrenched the meaning of this word with his dé&ini of democracy as:
the government of the people, for the people anthéyeople. It is only
within a democratic society that the distinctioriviiEen the government
and the citizens becomes meaningful. These areeptsmthat possess
significant meaning as to the relationship thathiup exist between
those who govern and those who are governed. Gdidp refers to the
legal status of an individual which gives the parsome rights to
exercise against the state. These rights includeafimentally the right to
live in the state as well as participate in thatjpall processes like voting
and being voted for. On the contrary beingswbject, rather than a
citizen, implies that a person owes allegiance poldical sovereign but
does not possess the right to participate in thiéqad system.

1.2 Political Obligations of Citizens

58

To be called a citizen of a state means that oseshtered into a relation
of rights and duties with the state as well as wither citizens. This is
what is calledpolitical obligationt This implies a moral duty to obey the
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rules and regulations of the country of which asa icitizen. While this
may not be a problem, the real problem for politmalosophers is this:
Why are the citizens of a state bound to suppoadt @mply with the
requirements of their political authorities andtitosions? Why must I, as
a citizen of a state, obey the law of that statd® \Wiust you pay your
tax? The other side of the question is this: Undeat condition am | free
to disobey the government and its institutions? ghestion of why |
must obey the law has been one of the central iguasbf political
philosophy. The question is very significant beeatle obedience of the
citizens is very important as the foundation oftabke political order.
Yet, if the citizens must obey their political aotiies, then there must
be adequate reasons why they must do so. Why tarst live my life
the way | want rather than being constrained bgswdnd regulations?
Why can't | beat the red light if | am in so mualrity?

Most of us at one time or the other has been cdetpeéb ask these
guestions. However, as soon as we ask the questmrgpect that we
intuitively recognise why we may not be able to @® we like. For
instance, if everybody is in a hurry and we alltbiba traffic light with
impunity, what kind of society are we going to ha\®ut why must we
obey? If you were asked this question, I'm sure gan supply one or
two answers. For example, you could answer thatotwey the law
because the state, through the law enforcementige(i.e. police) has
the ability to force us to obey. Another personidanswer the question
by saying that we obey the law because we are taselieying the law
from birth. But are these answers sufficient foratvtve call our moral
duty to obey the law? In other words, apart from gnecautionary and
habitual reasons for obeying the laws of the statey must I, in
conscience, obey the laws of the state? To be wadebligation means
being tied or constrained to do something fromreseef duty rather than
fear. Most of us feel that we are obliged to tatkeef our ageing parents
not because we fear them or because we are imathiedf taking care of
them. We take care of them because we have aaldty $0. Do we have
the same duty to obey the demands of the politiaahorities and
institutions of our country?

The most popular answer to why we obey the lavhas bur obedience
derives from the theory of consent. The fundameptaimise of this
answer is that individuals are initially free irethnatural state before the
existence of the state. But such natural freedomamubeings possessed
would be the cause of anarchy if it is not regulatenagine that all the
laws and regulation guiding us in the society wasmoved? Human
beings will act as they deem right and in accordamdgth their
conscience. The consequence will only be instgbilihus, according to
this answer, we decided to obey the laws of théeshecause we
consented to obey them. After all, living with téla stability is much
better than living in anarchy! This theory assurinas the state came into
existence as a result of a form of hypotheticaleagrent among the
citizens to obey the laws rather than continue stadie of anarchy and
chaos. Let us call this the individualist theorypaolitical obligation. It is
individualist because it argues that we are obligedobey the state
simply because of some optional individual actioh amnsent or
agreement we have with the state in which we IDees this theory
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explain how actual political societies work? Ourswaear must be
negative. This is because it would seem that cardsss not explain our
attachment to a state. | suspect that if givenctmgice, most of us as
Nigerians would have abandon the Nigerian state floetter place. Most
of us don’t even agree with most of the rules agiifations binding us.

Another theory assumes that we obey the laws oftiite because we are
by nature social beings rather than being indiMsluln other words,
according to this theory, we can't realise our td&s as social beings
except we become members of the political commumitthe state. The
plans, purposes and values we have as human keiagsovided for us
by the roles that we play in the society in which find ourselves. It
therefore follows that if we are what we are by owmbership in a state,
then we are by that fact obliged to do what théestaquires. We are
obliged to obey the rules of the society or staealise this is part of
what it means to be a member of such a state.i$h¥tho we are in a
social context is an indication of we are obligedlo. Let us call this the
communitarian theory of political obligation. lté@mmunitarian because
it argues that we are obliged to obey the statplgitmecause of the fact
of our identity as social beings who can’t becomeowhey really are
except they become members of a state. The obyimdem with this
theory is that it leaves us little choice as to tlike or not we can disobey
the laws of the state especially if they are unpss.

The third theory of political obligation (or theethry of theabsenceof
political obligation) begins from the premise thiare is actually no duty
to obey the laws of a state or its political auities. The fundamental
reason for denying political obligation, accordioghis theory, is that no
state exist that is legitimate enough or has tightrio demand the
obedience of its citizens. On the contrary, altestaexist to limit the
freedom of the individuals. And any state which itsmwhat the
individual can and can’t do is by that fact illegiate. Let us call this the
anarchist theory of political obligation. It is aohist because it argues
that no individual is ever entitled or bound to pllee laws of any state
which in the long run only limit the freedom thelividual has to act only
in accordance with his or her moral judgements. I&Vlinis theory
appeals to our intuitive desire to exhibit our ttemn as individuals to
behave as we like in accordance with our conscieiickeaves the
possibility of instability opens. Such instabiliyises from the clashes of
what all of us will consider being right or wrong.

If the theories of political obligation don’t repléxplain satisfactorily our
obligation to the political community, how then de explain (a) our
actually obligation to the states in which we findrselves and our
obedience to the rules and regulations of the $2afk) our anger and
irritation at being so constrained by laws fromreigng our freedom to
do what we like? Can we achieve a theory that éxplthe meaning of
political obligation? Or such a theory is not pb&s?



Study Session7Citizen and State

ITQ

Questior
0 Mention some of your political obligations to tState.
Feedbacl

* Wehave a long list of political obligations and saé&pends o
that which you have decided to choose. Amongst them the
duty to be lawabiding, duty to pay your tax, duty to resf
your national symbols, amongst other thi

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Session, wdiscussedhe problem of the relationship tt
exist or ought to exist betwe the individual and the socie We
examined the meaning of the society and how théegocame intc
existence as a means of regulating the desirefgrenees and needs
the individuals We askedhe question: If individuals are relevant to
constitution of the society and theate, and the state is also relevar
the betterment of the lives of the individuals, wbaght to be the moc
of relationship between the two componenWe explained what
democracy assurr asacertain kind of relation between the governn
and its ciizens. This we called the relation of political ightion.
Political obligation assumes that the citizens héreemoral duty to obe
the demands of the political institutions and atitles of the state i
which they reside. We then went on in this Y session to examine t|
justification for obeying the laws of the state. Wensidered th
individualist, the communitarian and the anarctisories of politica
obligation

Assessment

Q)

Assessment

SAQ7.1 (tests Learning Outcoms 7.1 and 7.2)
What is the importance of politics the formation of a societ

SAQ7.2 (tests Learning Outcome 7..
What do you understand by the political obligatidnhe citizens
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Study Session8

Philosophy and National Development

Introduction

In this Study Session, we will attempt to take theyument that
philosophy is also significant for the national d®pment of any state.

earning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

8.1 describe the relationship that exists between the philosmhh
enterprise and the politics of governing a state.

8.2 explain what national development entails.

8.3 explainat least one of the conditions necessary for lagfiegfoundation
of social life.

8.4 discuss the significance of philosophy to national devehemnt.

8.1 Relationship between Philosophical Enterprise
and Politics of Governing a State

Plato, one of the important Greek philosophers,eocague that until
philosophers become kings or kings become philos@ptve can never
witness peace and development in a state. Why didmiake this
statement? The most important reason is to draentah to the
fundamental role that philosophy and philosopheas @lay in the
national development of any nation.

Philosophy is usually regarded, especially in thensideration of

prospective future, as one of the most uselessesume can offer in the
university. In this regard, it will be extremelyffitult to see how such a
course can contribute to the development of a cpunthere you have

science, agriculture, law, medicine, engineericgnemics, accountancy,
business administration, and even political sciesrcgociology. Thus, if

it is difficult for philosophy to put bread on mghie, how can it help in
moving a nation forward?

We made two important points in the first Studyss@s. The first point
is that so many people have so many wrong ideast attwat philosophy
is and what philosophers do. Many people consitdogophy to be a
godless enterprise and philosophers as people wfolaklieve anything
even the existence of God. Some others believe gh#dsophers are
those who have nothing better to do than to argud argue about
pointless issues with no relevance. The secondt peén made is that
philosophy is inescapable and inevitable in humaistence. In this
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Study Session, we will begin to understand howadapable philosophy
can also be in the national life of a state. Acoaydo OlusegunOladipo,
“...the philosophical mansion is not simply a housewords, which

guarantees its occupants an opportunity for a peemtapossibility of

conversation. Rather, it is a theoretical obseryatawhich provides a
vantage position from which to have a clearer, edesper, view of the
human condition” (2008: 1).

How does philosophy enhance our view of the huntemdition? Richard
Rorty, the American philosopher, understands thanmg and function
of philosophy not really as consisting in the catyato “know things as
they really are—to penetrate behind appearancedbty” (1999: xiii)
which, for him, leads to some of the numerous laifihical problems we
have today (i.e. appearance and reality, mind aattem etc.). Rather,
Rorty argues that philosophy is a quest not forvkkedge as an end in
itself, but a knowledge as a means towards grdateran happiness; a
genuine human capacity which enhances “our abilitytrust and to
cooperate with other people, and in particular twkwtogether so as to
improve the future” (lbid.).

The question of how best to organise the humaregsoan such a way
that people can live the good life, is one of theib problems of political
philosophy. It is also one of the most critical lgems that plural
societies face today in a world that is becomingemglobal and more
complex. Aplural state is any state in which the people are deeply
divided along religious, linguistic, ethnic and towél lines. Nigeria, for
example, is multi-linguistic (i.e. there are molearn 600 languages),
multi-ethnic (i.e. there are equally the same numidfeethnic groups),
and multi-religious (i.e. there are at least mdnant three religious
affiliations). Thus, one of the important function$ philosophy, for
Oladipo and Rorty, is how that universal capaciiynhn beings have to
philosophise can assists us, first in improving @@nse of human
solidarity; and second, in helping us to craft #ueial hope that will
enhance our sense of living together in spite of religious, cultural,
linguistic, and ethnic differences.

ITQ

Question
0 How does philosophy enhance our view of the huneemlition?

Feedback
* We can bring out two points in this area. The fisghat through
the philosophical spirit, we will be able to enharmur ability to
live together regardless of our ethnic diversiti@sl the second
point is that through philosophy, there is a hopat e will
come to an understanding of the need to stay tegéthspite of
our differences.
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8.2 Contribution of Philosophy to National
Development

The first contribution of philosophy to nationalveééopment therefore
comes from its function as a means to self-undedstg; the definition

or redefinition of who a people are and what thagy be. To understand
this function of philosophy, we need to first catesi the Nigerian

predicament.

8.2.1The Nigerian Post-Independence Predicament

Nigeria got her independence from Britain in 1968fter 50 years of
independence, most of us as Nigerians are convirtbad there is
something radically wrong with this country. Forepnwe know that
unlike some other countries which gained indepeogl@mound the same
time i.e. Ghana and South Africa (much more lafdigeria has failed to
utilise the immense human and material resourcheradisposal to make
giant strides that will adequately qualify her las true “Giant of Africa.”
As a result of this, electricity has been epileptie roads are deathtraps,
infrastructures are terrible, the health care sysie dilapidated, and
education only produces half-baked human capitalenezlly,
governance is not affecting the mass of Nigeridsst of us will also
agree that the problem with Nigeria is the probl@meadership. From
1960 to 2010, the Nigerian state has had to dehl avie bad leader after
the other.

For Prof. Oladipo, the critical problem arises frothe Nigerian
leadership orientation which predisposes us to teotly battling with
superficial national issues at the expense of timeldmental ones. For
instances, most of us have at one time or the o#aetin the newspapers
about issues like prostitution, same-sex marriag#ational presidency,
religious identities and problems, the health @& gresident, tenure for
public office holders, and so on. These issuesighdmportant, can’t be
compared with such other fundamental issues ligedhsocial justice (in
Niger Delta), social order, an appropriate valusteay for a developing
country, poverty and the issue of wealth creatioh distribution, unity in
diversity, realising the common good, and such rothedamentals
(Oladipo, 2008: chap. 5).

8.3 Foundation of Social Life

We can therefore begin to read the trouble witheNayas really that of
our lack of the foundations for social life whicbrge as the basis for a
composite, all-round development of any country.

What are the foundations of social life? These é@afions refer to those
conditions that human beings require to live a cengk life in the

society in which they find themselves. These coowlit are basically
three: (a) the adaptation to external human andipalyenvironment; (b)
provision of human bio-social needs; and (c) thetdshment of the
requirements necessary for social cooperation. Tire condition

requires that human beings adjust to whatever palysnvironment they
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find themselves in order to ensure their own savi8uch an interaction
with the environment would involve the people atulng shelter,
clothing and feeding in, for example, an environmdominated by
mountains (i.e. Panama), or ice (i.e. Iceland)thick forest (i.e. the
Amazon), or oceans (i.e. Japan), or sand (i.e. iSaadbia). Apart from
this, there is also the complementary need to adjusthe human
environment. This requires that the individualsaiparticular society be
protected through adequate care and support elpetiase who are
weak and vulnerable like the aged, the sick angdoeg ones.

The second condition for a conducive social lifecimes the provisions
of such bio-social needs at three levels. The fegtl include: the need
for food, clothing and housing. The second leveludes cultural needs
like the need for social and cultural identity tlee idea of who and what
we are. The third level of needs include the psycigeds like the need
for self-dignity, sexual expression, and so onafyn the last condition

for social life has to do with the orderly coordina of the affairs of

society in such a way as to make social coopergimssible. Oladipo

therefore concludes that from all we have said abdvshould be clear
that:

...human survival and human flourishing in
contemporary times clearly require science and
technology as means of understanding, controllind a
transforming nature. However, it is also clear ttihe
goal of social sustenance and progress cannot be
pursued in any significant manner without securing
some basic elements of social organisation, padity
social institutions and the values that sustainnthe
(Oladipo, 2008: 81).

This point is very important because of our popigating that in all the
disciplines, we can only reckon with the sciendhs, technologies and
perhaps the managements to the exclusion of theamities and the
social sciences. This biased thinking is also ngalpi captured in the
formulation of the NigeriamNational Policy on Educatiomwhich gives a

lager funding ratio to the sciences over the hutiemiThis is because
the humanities are considered to be utterly uselessot only an

individual’s future prospect, but also a countnyational development.

From the above, it would be very difficult to buiddsociety on science
and technology where there is a collapse of seeilales and institutions.
These two are significant because social instimgtieconsisting of

political institutions, economic institutions, audal institutions and

kinship institution—help human beings in buildingdacementing their

social life. These institutions on their part amldnhtogether by certain
values which inform their functions. Values referthe estimated worth
of something, the principle or standard which gside group or an

individual, or the ideals which represents the amdntal end or purpose
an individual or group pursues. These could incltiee value of trust,

honesty, reciprocity, tolerance, compassion, etc.

It should not be difficult for you as a Nigeriandee that these values are
lacking in the Nigerian society. It is also notfdiflt for us to know that
the social institutions in Nigerian are collapsifig. be sure, just think of
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the educational system from the primary to theasrtlevel. You also
need to think of the attitude of government workand ordinary citizens
like you and me to government work. What happengoifi get an
employment in the local government? Will you not jogous? Thus,
again, for Oladipo, when we talk of national deypeh@nt,

[Our] focus should be on the extent to which the
institutions of a given society enhance the capauit
the people, as individuals and as a social collextio
secure the condition for the persistence of sdifil..
(2008: 82).

And in order to enhance such national developmeme—eapacity for
citizens to realise social happiness—it becomesitapt to think about
freedom and decency as two important variablesiional development.

Freedom refers to the presence of those conditions insti@ety which
enhances an individual’'s ability to realise thaalg in life, as well as the
provision of adequate security to enjoy these dardi. When you are
living in a society and there are no constraintgdar self-realisation as
an individual or as a group, then we can say yaa fage. If you
consistently find it difficult to become the kind jperson you want to be
in life because of certain difficulties made pobsilby the social
arrangements in a country, then we can't say yeuaatually free. This
therefore implies that for you to be really frgere must be some level
of “social efficiency” that ensure that certainnt$ can be taken for
granted in the society: We should be able to assuhz our
transportation will work efficiently, that electiig will be available, that
ATM machines will not commit “electronic robberythat we can
complete our education at the stipulated time, thatcan achieve a
genuine health care at reasonable cost, that phaitiesork, and so on.
Freedom also entails that there won't be any re&soany individual to
depend on others for survival because of economicpalitical
deprivation. For instance, the situation of workiar&ligeria today, even
those working in the universities, is that they ddeen reduced to an
existence of perpetual expectations of arrearsl@aus. In other words,
once there are no arrears owed them by the govetnandoans from
cooperative societies, then workers can’t reallghfan a project for
themselves and on their salaries alone. In thiseseme can't really say
they are free. They are captives of the economicpatitical situation of
the country.

Decencyis also another variable for measuring nationaletigoment.
This has to do with the behaviours or attitudethefpeople in a society
which conform to the accepted and acceptable stdrafawvhat is right,
what is modest, what is civil, what is wholesomé&atwis dignifying, and
what is respectable. It refers to the level to Wwhibese values which
enhance social cooperation are fully entrenchedarig society. For
instance, imagine you are driving on a lonely read saw a stranger
flagging you at a distance. What is likely to baiyoeaction? You speed
away, of course! Why will you speed away? Well, @ore, you don’t
know the person. And secondly, you don't trust lamher not to be
harmful. Thus, the absence of trust in our sodetgne of the problems
that makes social organisation of our society iniifit. In this respect,
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Nigeria is a norm-less society; a society defingdaldack of acceptable
norms or values by which we can direct the way lwektand perceive
events around us.

8.4Significance of Philosophy to National
Development

In Study Session One and Two, we argue that plplogds a reflective
and critical thinking about life and existence. limis regard,
KwasiWiredu comments that ‘The function of philobgpeverywhere is
to examine the intellectual foundations of lifejngsthe best available
modes of knowledge and reflection for human welligé (1980: 62).
We have done in the preceding two or three pagesxasnining the
foundation on which a decent and free society @prbcted to facilitate
an enabling national development. In this senssgrding to Socrates, an
unexamined life is not worth living. Yet, the fuimet of philosophy goes
beyond social criticism of those conditions thalt emsure the well being
of the people. It is also the task of philosophgtimulate “reflective and
critical thinking about the concepts and principlekich we use to
organise our experience in morals, religion, inilaand political life, in
law, in history, and the natural sciences” (J. @allipo, cited in
Fadahunsi and Oladipo, 2004: 16).

ITQ

Question
o0 What are the two variables for measuring natioeaktbpment?
Feedback

* The two variables are freedom and decency. Fregebens to
the provision of those conditions which enhanceswhll-being
of the citizens as well as a protection for theogmjent of those
conditions. Decency is the level to which the valsuch as
dignity, respect for others, modesty, care for theespect or
the rights of others and recognition of their ‘humess’) which
promote social cooperation are entrenched in thietso

The existence of the “philosophic spirit” therefdsecomes a crucial
necessity in any national development. The philbgogpirit refers to the

human capacity to critically and reflectively clealje the structure of
existence, of knowledge and of ideas and idealsrder to determine
their tenability for coping with life. This spiritherefore ensures that
citizens are always ready to examine and challéingdasis of national
existence. This is because the philosophic sg@rdr orientation which
requires that we always ask for the justificatiérnvbatever is considered
to be valid or right or good. The philosophic dpivill ensure that we no
longer pass the responsibility for our failure eitras a nation or as
individuals to God or the devil. The philosophidrgplso ensures that
we take the full responsibility for our self-actisation as individuals and
as a state. This will help the society, in the loag, to pay attention to
the fundamental issues—rather than the superficaés—in the

67



PHI101

68

Introduction to Philosophy

economy, in public administration, in politics aindculture. And further
the society can also begin from this critical aetlective foundation t:
begin the task of reconstructing those ideas astitutions that can sen
asadequate guide for organising the socie

It is in these crucial senses that philosophy @mesas the critical elix
that can help in the attempt to bring the Nigesdaniety back to life, an
furthermore to reactivate the lives of the indiatlies a compass in
understanding life and its ups and do.

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Sessi(, we arguedhat philosophy is not only significa
to the improvement of the lives of the individuéds we have tried 1
demorstrate in the preceding Study Ses}iomut also in th
advancement of national existence. ‘notedthai while scientific and
technological advancements are crucial to the dewe¢ént of an
country; no country caneglect the development of social institutions
as vell as the values which strengthéhem. We concluded that
philosopht is a critical and reflective endeavour which ensutet oul
ideas, principles, institutions and social arrangei® are subjected
serious rational challenge in order to prove tlplausibility as well a
ensure the reconstruction of the basis on whichakdife can be
reconstructed for good living. It is this philosapkpirit that philosoph
contributes to the idea of national developm

Assessment

Q.

Assessment

SAQ 8.1 (tets Learning Outcomes 8.1, 8.2, and 8.
What role can philosophy play in national developtf

SAQ 8.2 (tests Learning Outcome 8.
Discuss one condition necessary for laying the dation of social lif.
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SAQ 1.1

SAQ 1.2

SAQ2.1

You would have observed that several definitionsuald for philosophy.
Importantly, your answer is expected to make refegeto the act that
philosophy took its meaning from two Greek words|lopand Sophia
which means the love of wisdowlso, your definition of philosophy
must contain a reference to it as a reflective alf as critical exercise
which understudies human experience or as H.Sil&tdnwould say,
‘Philosophy is the criticism of the ways we liverdiwes by'.

In a question as this, we expect you to apply wioat have studied in
this study session. For you to answer the questifactively, you must
understand the central role that philosophy cay ipl@aur daily existence
and going-arounds. Although we do no know your mpiras regards this
guestion, however, we have shown you that you daawamid philosophy
by pointing out two reasons.

The first reason is that as humans, we always waninderstand the
world in which we live in. We want to seek answergertain mysteries
or difficulties about our existence. We ask questisuch as, “Who am
I?”, “What is my place in the world?”, “Why am | fe®”. The
understanding of questions such as this goes awa@gin helping us
understand our person and our place viz-a-viz thedan which we live
in. this is where philosophy, as a critical andewive exercise, comes
in. Philosophy helps us to answer these questiadsgave our lives a
meaning.

Another reason why we cannot escape philosophy eisause our
understanding of the questions we raised earlidr @@termine the
guality and essence of our lives. Hence, if we wthet quality of our
lives to be improved, we would need to employ mujohy. Just as
Socrates said that, ‘An unexamined life s not wdistimg’, philosophy

allows us to critically consider our lives and th&ps us live it well.

In answering this question, we expect you to tsllhow philosophical
problems arise and what they are all about. You ad well by
mentioning some of the philosophical problems yauehencountered in
this study session.

We know for sure that you have some beliefs which fiold on to in
life. Interestingly, these beliefs could be conictaty and it is at the
point of the discovery of these contradictions thtasitosophical problems
are generated. Philosophical problems are questibost the truth and
meaning of fundamental ideas and beliefs that we &ad which are not



SAQ3.1

SAQ 4.1

SAQ 4.2

SAQ5.1

Feedbacks on Self Assessment Questions (SAQs)

resolvable by empirical tests or study. These duestcover all of our
existence. What then are the features of thesegamghical problems.

One of the features is that it involves generaagd@hich are not context-
bound. The second is that they involve fundamed&ss and lastly, they
are not resolvable by empirical test. You are etqubto develop each of
these points.

What this question requires is that you must urtdecswhat is meant by
philosophy as worldview and philosophy as crititahking and then try
to marry the two ideas.

Your explanation of worldview must take into cogmize the fact that it
relates to our viewpoint of the world. Philosophymes in as a guide
when you are to formulate your worldview. This schuse we need to
worldview to chart our course in life. You must @lput into
consideration what gives rise to worldview and tkiecause we come
up with a worldview as a way of responding to dartguestions that
come up in our existence as humans. Your answer aas take note of
the reasons why we need a worldview. These reamenisecause it help
us to understand our person, understand our waslavell as gives us a
courage in our handling of the situations.

Critical thinking requires the thorough considesatiof an issue.
Importantly, critical thinking involves the exereisf conceptual analysis
at hand and a reconstruction of the ideas involWith critical analysis,
we are able to subject our viewpoint of the wodds¢rutiny. Thus, your
answer must note that we cannot develop an adegquatdview that we
need in the world.

In your answering this question, we expect yougphawhat you learnt
in the previous Study Session (that is, criticatking).

Philosophical questions, from what you must hawealiered so far in
this study session, are fundamental parts of yoaumdétion of your
worldview. They are fundamental in nature and thelp in shaping and
pruning what your worldview. These questions ates twhat informs the
different branches into which the philosophicakiiine is divided into.

Metaphysics
Epistemology
Logic

Ethics

oow>

We are sure you would have a picture of what itmadar something to
be real and another to appear to be real. We aeeysu understand that
what appears to be real is not the same thingaswthich is real. You
can give examples to support this. There are tithas you are inside
your room and you rush outside to see who it isithaalling you only to
discover that no one was calling you in the firlsicp. There are times
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you are in a car or bus and you look ahead of ymlitaseems as if you
saw water on the road ahead only for you to gektlaed see the road
dry. These examples will help drive home your past regards the
difference between appearance and reality. What ithéhe relationship
between them?

We cannot understand the essence of reality witkimatt of what is a
mere appearance. We expect you to note the prifaaé ghat the five
senses take in our apprehension of the outsidedvaottl the fact that
many times, these senses have deceived us. Yatiteagxamples to that
regard. Besides this fact is the place of viewpdiiatke the tale of five
blind men who went to touch an elephant and eachasied after what
an elephant looks like. One said the elephant lddke a wall (he

touched the side of the elephant), another sdmbked it looked like a
tree (he touched the legs), another also saidoiteld like a rope (he
touched the trunk), and so on. In view of the plateerspective in the
perception of each blind man, what then is the egdhant.

Another instance you can imagine is the similithdéween the state of
dream and the state of reality. The two of thenk ls® much alike that it
is possible for your senses to present mere appeEEsaor dreams as
reality. As a matter of common sense, we employ senses in our
detection of reality but we have come to know that cannot rely on
these senses of ours to detect reality as it hesiva us. It is possible
that you have created the imagery in your mind. ihdayour mind
created these things and so does not exist indep#pdof your
perception. Common sense wise, you would denypibssibility because
you would say that even when you are not thereeliaghant, in the case
of the blind men, still exist.

This points to the fact that there is a meetingipbetween appearance
and reality. Each serves as the yardstick for deténg the other. What
is real serves as the basis for discovering appearand appearance
serves as the basis for discovering what is real.

In answering this question, we expect you to telhat knowledge is
and scepticism is. You should give a backgroundrmétion on what
you understand by knowledge and skepticism.

From what you learnt in this study session, you ldbaunderstand that we
can classify knowledge into three forms and these kaowing of,
knowing how, and knowing that but our interest imilgsophy is the
notion of knowing that because aside conveyingidlea of possessing
information, it also connotes that the informaticen be conveyed to
people such that the truth or falsehood of therclean be ascertained. In
epistemology, to know that requires that three d@mms must be in
place. The first is that there must be a beliebtimer words, if you claim
to know that Lagos is bigger than Ibadan, then ywust believe that
Lagos is bigger than Ibadan. The second condiidhat the belief must
be true. The third condition is that the believeusinbe justified in
believing that which is believed. In other word® must be able to
account for the belief by way of explanation.
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Skepticism is the belief that denies the possybitift knowledge. The
skeptists hold that we cannot explain that whichbekeve and so cannot
lay claim to knowledge. There are two versions képgicism. The
Universal skepticism is the view that we cannotwranything for sure.
The implication of this is that even the positiof the universal
skepticism cannot then be taken for certain to@ 3dcond version is the
limited skepticism which holds that some of ouridfsl cannot be known
for sure.

The skeptists proffer arguments to support themialeof knowledge.
Chief among their arguments is the fallibility afirosenses and the fact
that we cannot separate the state of dream fromstde of reality.
However, our interest is to see how skepticismngpdrtant to the
acquisition of knowledge.

Skepticism helps us to be wary of what we accepietieve. We come
across deception in its raw form in all that we Beople appear to us as
one thing but are something else in the real sedsace, skepticism
helps us to subject the claims of others to ustotiey so as to pick out
the lies and deception in it. Aside this, it algphus to subject our own
claims too to scrutiny so as to avoid misrepresgnburselves to people.

SAQ7.1

This question requires you to give us an insigtlibaghat a society is and
what gave rise to it. In addition, you are expedtethke a cursory look at
what the role of politics is within a society.

You will agree with us that no one can be a RobinSousoe i.e. no one
can survive on his own without relating with othmgople within the

society. What this points us to is the fact thatnman is self-sufficient.

Hence, the need to interact with one another. énctiurse of our relating
with one another we are also aware of the fatwatannot survive in an
atmosphere where there are no laws. This is be@ademan begins to
do that which he wishes to do without any form efbtraints. The
implication will be that the week will suffer antde powerful will not

have rest. The end of such will be chaos unleashids, a society is
formed because it helps in eliminating the insdgutihat would have

ensued were there not to be a society. In addisote no one is self-
sufficient, we need others to actualize our poditigs.

This society does not exist in vacuum as it usemwernment as the
machinery for administering the society and itzeits.

Politics comes in because it decides ‘who get whdien, and how
much’. Another definition of politics takes it ashé authoritative
allocation of values'. In view of these definitionmlitics plays a part in
the distribution of the resources of the state agnits citizens. Politics
concerns both the allocation of rights and dutigkiathe framework of
the state. The government, as the machinery oftai, does this on
behalf of the state.

SAQ7.2

The decision to stay within the society by you ames a tacit acceptance
to stay with other humans like. It depicts an agrest you have entered
with these persons to abide by the rules and regaldinding on all as
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SAQ8.1

SAQ8.2

well as enjoy certain rights. These duties that gae the society are
what we call political obligation. The interest philosophers in this
regard is the question of why citizens should olikg rules and
regulations of the state. Different positions hée=n advanced in this
regard.

The first is what is called the Individualist thgoFrom what you learnt
in this study session, you will discover that mgnead to come together
to form a society in view of the dangers that leallowing each to
exercise his natural rights without restraints. f5acenario poses grave
danger and each individual accepted to lay dowmidiigs for the interest
of the state. In the light of this, each man cotestrio the fundamental
norms that guide the society and so we are dutydbom obey the rules if
we do not want the state to plunge into anarchy eWeect you to make a
critique of this theory.

Another explanation on why we obey the law is tigaten by the
communitarian theory. The theory posits that weydtte law because
we are social beings by nature and so we are figtditted into the
society. By being fitted to the society, we areigdadl to obey the laws of
the land. Put differently, we cannot realize andualize ourselves
outside the society and if we understand this, wealevrealize the need
to keep the state from anarchy which would resolnfthe breakdown of
law and order. Thus, it is our obligation to obleg taw.

A third theory is the anarchy theory. Anarchistibets that the state does
not exist for the interest of the citizens as tssmut to limit the freedom
of the people. Thus, no state has enough legitirsach that people will
be obliged to obey its laws. Anarchists believedthe unrestrained
exercise of the rights of the citizens and so comdéhe state as it is an
instrument for limiting such right.

A question as this requires you to apply all thaa ynust have learnt in
this course. We expect you to tell us what natiaelelopment is and
the role that philosophy can play in ensuring this.

Your definition of national development is expecténl take into
consideration the different indices of developmevhich includes
scientific and technological advancement, infragtrtal development,
better living condition, a working educational st amongst other
things.

Your analysis of the role of philosophy in ensurirgjional development
should be an application of the role of criticainiting in philosophy.

Critical thinking allows you to thoroughly and irjthly subject views,
ideas, and policies to proper scrutiny such thabngrdecisions are
avoided or averted. This definitely will make thestem better and aid
development. We expect you to espouse your idedslyvand critically.

If you look at this study session, you will find totlhat we mentioned
three basic conditions for laying the foundationsotial life. Thus, we
expect you to take one of these three conditiomlsdigcuss it. The first
condition is the adaptation to the external woflde second condition is
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the provision of the bio-social needs of the peoplaile the third
condition is the establishment of the conditionattipromote social
cooperation. So which of these three did you ds@ugyour answer.

If yours is the first, we expect you to mention tieed for men to adapt
themselves to whatever environment and be ableateerfor themselves
shelter, food and other necessary. It also involires provision for
protection of the weak and vulnerable personsércttimmunity.

If yours is the second, we expect you to mentiom tieed to make
available the basic needs that would life wortinliv Basic needs such as
shelter, food, clothing, a suitable working envirmnt among other
things are expected to be mentioned. But asideb#dsc needs, you
should also mention the provision of cultural arsyghic needs of the
people.

If you choose the third condition, we expect yourtention the need to
create a suitable environment that would promotéabsoooperation.
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How do Philosophical Problems Arise?

Imagine that you believe, like most people, thathaiman beings are
selfish in nature. Of course, most of us have & \wgrod reason for
holding this belief. This belief, for most of us generated by our
experience with other people. Imagine that you hkleeve, as a married
person, that marriage is essentially about comnmtnigy “commitment”
you mean that the kind of loyalty and responsipildemanded by
marriage and child rearing goes beyond any redsatmay benefit only
you. Again, you also have adequate reasons foiirtgplthis belief. Yet,
both beliefs seem to contradict each other. Woold lyave married your
spouse if s/he told you that s/he only wanted yamuselfish purposes,
say, sex? Another example is that most men belibaé women are
inferior to men. Yet, most of them also hold théidiehat behind every
successful man, there is usually a woman. Are athen the same? If so,
what is their nature? Is that nature similar to tiaéure of men? If not,
what makes the natures different?

Philosophical problems arise as a result of theyntantradictory beliefs
and ideas that we hold. The moment you begin texoder some
inconsistency in your beliefs and ideas, and yathér take the pain to
reflect on these contradictions in your beliefsu yoe likely to discover
some serious philosophical problems underneatthol@ inconsistent or
contradictory beliefs or ideas should be disturbfog the reason we
highlighted earlier. If two beliefs are contradigtothen both cannot be
true at the same time; one of the beliefs mustdigsefand mistaken
(Schick and Vaughn, 1999: 5). It seems to me tim& cannot hold a
viable picture of the world and how we relate tattlwvorld based on
mistaken and false beliefs, don’'t you agree? Gdhrgugh life with
faulty and mistaken beliefs is much like erectinghgghty building on
faulty foundation. Once we realize that our beliafe inconsistent, it is
likely that we are in the presence of a philosoghpmroblem. The first
example above raises the problem: what is the @atuman?

We can define a philosophical problem as involviggestions about
meaning, truth, and logical connections of fundataleand general ideas
that cannot be answered by the empirical scienf&siodhouse, 1994:
2). These guestions include: What is the univels@made up primarily

of matter? Or, does it also contain non-materiaigh like spirits? How

can | know and explain what the universe contalfat is ultimately

real? Are there other kinds of reality apart frdva physical world? How
can | know these realities? How do | know anythatgall? What is

knowledge? What is truth? Is sense experience Ugtrany five sense
organs) the only source of knowledge and truth?a@r there other ways
of knowing? What is time? What is space? What isdfivhat is matter?
Why are we in this world at all? Were we created3md or are we just
part of purely natural processes without any divehement? Is there a
God? If so, what sort of being is God? If God existan we prove
he/shel/it exists? What is the nature of God? Wimat &f creatures am 1?
Do we have a soul that will survive the death of badies? Or, do we
cease to exist totally once our bodies die? Isetlaelife after death? Are
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we free to determine our actions, or are theserstietermined by other
forces beyond our control? Why am I in this world@ we have any
obligations to other people? Or, are we obligefbtiow the dictates of

our own interests? Am | justified in obeying thate® If yes, when am |
justified in disobeying the state? What makes adagood law? What is
the purpose of the state? What makes a governragitiiate? What is
the proper limit of government’s power? How do wetedmine what is

good and what is bad? What is evil? What makeshamytbeautiful or

ugly? Is there an objective standard of good ardl?b@r, are we the
determinant of whether our actions are good or H2@és our morality

depend on religion?

These problems compel us to confront our dogmatid eomplacent
acceptance of our ideas and beliefs without adeqyadtification.

According to Bertrand Russell, even without findiagswers to these
problems and questions, they are intrinsically twotile on their own

because:

these questions enlarge our conception of whabssiple, enrich our
intellectual imagination, diminish the dogmatic wssice which closes
the mind against speculation; but above all becahssugh the greatness
of the universe which philosophy contemplates,ntiired also is rendered
great and becomes capable of that union with thivetse which
contributes its highest good (1978: 94)

We have looked at philosophical problems and wee hattempted to
examine how they are generated. We shall now lbdkeacharacteristics
of philosophical problems. We shall consider folmamacteristics of
philosophical problems.
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