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Foreword     
As part of its vision of providing   education for “Liberty and Development” for Nigerians and 
the International Community, the University of Ibadan, Distance Learning Centre has recently 
embarked on a vigorous repositioning agenda which aimed at embracing a holistic and all 
encompassing approach to the  delivery of its Open Distance Learning (ODL) programmes. 
Thus we are committed to global best practices in distance learning provision. Apart from 
providing an efficient administrative and academic support for our students, we are committed 
to providing educational resource materials for the use of our students. We are convinced that, 
without an up-to-date, learner-friendly and distance learning compliant course materials, there 
cannot be any basis to lay claim to being a provider of distance learning education. Indeed, 
availability of appropriate course materials in multiple formats is the hub of any distance 
learning provision worldwide.  

In view of the above, we are vigorously pursuing as a matter of priority, the provision of 
credible, learner-friendly and interactive course materials for all our courses. We commissioned 
the authoring of, and review of course materials to teams of experts and their outputs were 
subjected to rigorous peer review to ensure standard. The approach not only emphasizes 
cognitive knowledge, but also skills and humane values which are at the core of education, even 
in an ICT age. 

The development of the materials which is on-going also had input from experienced editors 
and illustrators who have ensured that they are accurate, current and learner-friendly. They are 
specially written with distance learners in mind. This is very important because, distance 
learning involves non-residential students who can often feel isolated from the community of 
learners.  

It is important to note that, for a distance learner to excel there is the need to source and read 
relevant materials apart from this course material. Therefore, adequate supplementary reading 
materials as well as other information sources are suggested in the course materials.  

Apart from the responsibility for you to read this course material with others, you are also 
advised to seek assistance from your course facilitators especially academic advisors during 
your study even before the interactive session which is by design for revision. Your academic 
advisors will assist you using convenient technology including Google Hang Out, You Tube, 
Talk Fusion, etc. but you have to take advantage of these. It is also going to be of immense 
advantage if you complete assignments as at when due so as to have necessary feedbacks as a 
guide. 

 The implication of the above is that, a distance learner has a responsibility to develop requisite 
distance learning culture which includes diligent and disciplined self-study, seeking available 
administrative and academic support and acquisition of basic information technology skills. 
This is why you are encouraged to develop your computer skills by availing yourself the 
opportunity of training that the Centre’s provide and put these into use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In conclusion, it is envisaged that the course materials would also be useful for the regular 
students of tertiary institutions in Nigeria who are faced with a dearth of high quality textbooks. 
We are therefore, delighted to present these titles to both our distance learning students and the 
university’s regular students.  We are confident that the materials will be an invaluable resource 
to all. 

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewers and production staff for the high quality of 
work. 

Best wishes. 

 

Professor Bayo Okunade 

Director 
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About this course manual 
Issues in International PoliticsPOS324has been produced by University 
of Ibadan Distance Learning Centre. All course manuals produced by 
University of Ibadan Distance Learning Centreare structured in the same 
way, as outlined below. 

How this course manual is 
structured 

The course overview 
The course overview gives you a general introduction to the course. 
Information contained in the course overview will help you determine: 

� If the course is suitable for you. 

� What you will already need to know. 

� What you can expect from the course. 

� How much time you will need to invest to complete the course. 

The overview also provides guidance on: 

� Study skills. 

� Where to get help. 

� Course assignments and assessments. 

� Margin icons. 

� Study Sessions. 

We strongly recommend that you read the overview carefully before 
starting your study. 

The course content 
The course is broken down into Study Sessions. Each Study Session 
comprises: 

� An introduction to the Study Session content. 

� Study Sessionoutcomes. 

� Core content of the Study Sessionwith a variety of learning activities. 

� A Study Session summary. 

� Assignments and/or assessments, as applicable. 
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� Bibliography 

For those interested in learning more on this subject, we provide you with 
a list of additional resources at the end of this course manual; these may 
be books, articles or websites. 

Your comments 
After completing Issues in International Politics we would appreciate it if 
you would take a few moments to give us your feedback on any aspect of 
this course. Your feedback might include comments on: 

� Course content and structure. 

� Course reading materials and resources. 

� Course assignments. 

� Course assessments. 

� Course duration. 

� Course support (assigned tutors, technical help, etc.) 

Your constructive feedback will help us to improve and enhance this 
course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Course

Welcome to Issues in 
International Politics

POS 324 wi
Specifically, the course is designed to present and analyse concepts and 
framework for making the complexity of international relations clearer 
and more comprehensible.  The course will 
overview of basic concepts that are used in the political analysis of 
international relations and of their recent theoretical developments.  In the 
bulk of this course, students will be given the opportunity to develop a 
more critical awareness
and the perceptions and dilemmas of some of the most important 
international actors.  

Issues in International 
Politics POS324
course for you?

This course gives you the opportunity to develop personal, intellectual 
and technical skills necessary for a professional analysis of the complex 
international, political environment of the twenty
course is also developing work experienc
enhance their profile.

Course outcomes
Upon completion of 
able to:

 
Outcomes 

� 
� 

� 

Course  Overview  

    

Issues in 
International Politics POS324 

POS 324 will introduce students to current issues in world politics.  
Specifically, the course is designed to present and analyse concepts and 
framework for making the complexity of international relations clearer 
and more comprehensible.  The course will also give 
overview of basic concepts that are used in the political analysis of 
international relations and of their recent theoretical developments.  In the 
bulk of this course, students will be given the opportunity to develop a 
more critical awareness of the nature and intricacy of international events, 
and the perceptions and dilemmas of some of the most important 
international actors.   

Issues in International 
POS324 – is this 

course for you?  
This course gives you the opportunity to develop personal, intellectual 
and technical skills necessary for a professional analysis of the complex 
international, political environment of the twenty-first century. The 
course is also developing work experience opportunities for 
enhance their profile. 

Course outcomes  
Upon completion of Issues in International PoliticsPOS324
able to: 

 familiar with the problems of international politics
 familiar with the main approaches in the field, illustrated with recent 

and current international developments. 
 analyse the issues which make the international system work.
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Timeframe 

 
How long?  

This is a 15 week course. It requires a formal study time of 45 hours. The 
formal study times are scheduled around online discussions / chats with 
your course facilitator / academic advisor to facilitate your learning. 
Kindly see course calendar on your course website for scheduled dates. 
You will still require independent/personal study time particularly in 
studying your course materials. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

How to be successful in this 
course 

 

As an open and distance learner your approach to learning will be 
different to that f
You will now choose what you want to study, you will have professional 
and/or personal motivation for doing so and you will most likely be 
fitting your study activities around other professional or dome
responsibilities.

Essentially you will be taking control of your learning environment. As a 
consequence, you will need to consider performance issues related to 
time management, goal setting, stress management, etc. Perhaps you will 
also need to reacq
with exams and using the web as a learning resource.

We recommend that you take time now
study
excellent resou

� http://www.dlc.ui.edu.ng/resources/studyskill.pdf

This is a resource of the UIDLC pilot course module. You will find 
sections on building study skil
techniques, control of the study environment, note taking, how to read 
essays for analysis and memory skills (“remembering”).

� http://www
l

This site provides how to master self
technologies. 

� http://www.howtostudy.org/resources.php

Another “How to study”
management, efficient reading, questioning/listening/observing skills, 
getting the most out of doing (“hands
tips for staying motivated, developing a learning plan.

The above links are our
of writing these web links were active. If you want to look for more, go to 
www.google.com
study skills” or simila

  

 

How to be successful in this 

As an open and distance learner your approach to learning will be 
different to that from your school days, where you had onsite education. 
You will now choose what you want to study, you will have professional 
and/or personal motivation for doing so and you will most likely be 
fitting your study activities around other professional or dome
responsibilities. 

Essentially you will be taking control of your learning environment. As a 
consequence, you will need to consider performance issues related to 
time management, goal setting, stress management, etc. Perhaps you will 
also need to reacquaint yourself in areas such as essay planning, coping 
with exams and using the web as a learning resource.

We recommend that you take time now—before starting your self
study—to familiarize yourself with these issues. There are a number of 
excellent resources on the web. A few suggested links are:

http://www.dlc.ui.edu.ng/resources/studyskill.pdf 

This is a resource of the UIDLC pilot course module. You will find 
sections on building study skills, time scheduling, basic concentration 
techniques, control of the study environment, note taking, how to read 
essays for analysis and memory skills (“remembering”).

http://www.ivywise.com/newsletter_march13_how_to_self_study.htm
l 

This site provides how to master self-studying, with bias to emerging 
technologies.  

http://www.howtostudy.org/resources.php 

Another “How to study” web site with useful links to time 
management, efficient reading, questioning/listening/observing skills, 
getting the most out of doing (“hands-on” learning), memory building, 
tips for staying motivated, developing a learning plan.

The above links are our suggestions to start you on your way. At the time 
of writing these web links were active. If you want to look for more, go to 
www.google.com and type “self-study basics”, “self-
study skills” or similar phrases. 
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Need help? 

 
Help  

As earlier noted, this course manual complements and supplements 
POS324
www.dlc.ui.edu.ng/mc.

You may contact any 
resources and library services.

Distance Learning Centre (DLC)
University of Ibadan, Nigeria
Tel: 
(Student Support Officers) 
Email: 
 
Information Centre
20 Awolowo Road, Bodija,
Ibadan.

For technical issues (computer problems, web access, and etcetera), 
please visit: 
mail to webmaster@dlc.ui.edu.ng.

Academic Support

 
Help  

A course facilitator is commissioned for this course. You have also been 
assigned an academic advisor to provide learning support. The contacts of 
your course facilitator and academic advisor for this course are available 
at the course website: www.dlc.ui.edu

nal Politics 

As earlier noted, this course manual complements and supplements 
POS324at UI Mobile Class as an online course, which is domiciled at 
www.dlc.ui.edu.ng/mc. 

You may contact any of the following units for information, learning 
resources and library services. 

Distance Learning Centre (DLC) 
University of Ibadan, Nigeria 
Tel: (+234) 08077593551 – 55 
(Student Support Officers)  
Email: ssu@dlc.ui.edu.ng 

Head Office
Morohundiya Complex, 
Ilorin Expressway
Ibadan. 

Information Centre  
20 Awolowo Road, Bodija, 
Ibadan. 

Lagos Office
Speedwriting House, No. 16 
Ajanaku Street, Off Salvation 
Bus Stop, Awuse Estate, Opebi, 
Ikeja, Lagos.

For technical issues (computer problems, web access, and etcetera), 
please visit: www.learnersupport.dlc.ui.edu.ng for live support; or send 
mail to webmaster@dlc.ui.edu.ng. 

Academic Support  

ourse facilitator is commissioned for this course. You have also been 
assigned an academic advisor to provide learning support. The contacts of 
your course facilitator and academic advisor for this course are available 
at the course website: www.dlc.ui.edu.ng/mc 
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This 
NOT 
activities, you will demonstrate your understanding of basic material (by 
answering 
be provided with answers to every activity question. Therefore, your 
emphasis when work
answers. It is more important that you understand why ev
correct.

Assessments 

 
Assessments 

There are three basic forms of assessment in this course: in
(ITQs) and self assessment questions (SAQs), and tutor marked 
assessment (TMAs). This manual is essentially filled with ITQs and 
SAQs. Feedbacks to the ITQs are placed immediately after the questions, 
while the feedbacks to SAQs are at the back of manual. You will receive 
your TMAs as part of online class activities at the UI Mobile Class. 
Feedbacks to TMAs will be provided by your t
weeks expected duration. 
Schedule dates for submitting assignments and engaging in course / class 
activities is available on the course website. Kindly visit your course 
website often for updates. 

 

This manual features “Activities,” which may present material that is 
NOT extensively covered in the Study Sessions. When completing these 
activities, you will demonstrate your understanding of basic material (by 
answering questions) before you learn more advanced concept
be provided with answers to every activity question. Therefore, your 
emphasis when working the activities should be on understanding your 
answers. It is more important that you understand why ev
correct. 

There are three basic forms of assessment in this course: in
(ITQs) and self assessment questions (SAQs), and tutor marked 
assessment (TMAs). This manual is essentially filled with ITQs and 
AQs. Feedbacks to the ITQs are placed immediately after the questions, 

while the feedbacks to SAQs are at the back of manual. You will receive 
your TMAs as part of online class activities at the UI Mobile Class. 
Feedbacks to TMAs will be provided by your tutor in not more than 2 
weeks expected duration.  
Schedule dates for submitting assignments and engaging in course / class 
activities is available on the course website. Kindly visit your course 
website often for updates.  
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answers. It is more important that you understand why every answer is 

There are three basic forms of assessment in this course: in-text questions 
(ITQs) and self assessment questions (SAQs), and tutor marked 
assessment (TMAs). This manual is essentially filled with ITQs and 
AQs. Feedbacks to the ITQs are placed immediately after the questions, 

while the feedbacks to SAQs are at the back of manual. You will receive 
your TMAs as part of online class activities at the UI Mobile Class. 

utor in not more than 2 

Schedule dates for submitting assignments and engaging in course / class 
activities is available on the course website. Kindly visit your course 
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text, a new task or change in activity; they have been included to help you 
to find your way around this course manual. 

A complete icon set is shown below. We suggest that you familiarize 
yourself with the icons and their meaning before starting your study.
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Study Session 1 

Modern Theoretical Approaches to Modern Theoretical Approaches to Modern Theoretical Approaches to Modern Theoretical Approaches to 
International PoliticsInternational PoliticsInternational PoliticsInternational Politics    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
This Study Sessions opens a discussion on the course.  We will start the 
session by examining the difference between international relations and 
international politics. Thereafter, various theories used in the study of 
international politics will be fully analysed. 

 

1.1 Different Between International Relation and 1.1 Different Between International Relation and 1.1 Different Between International Relation and 1.1 Different Between International Relation and 
International PoliticsInternational PoliticsInternational PoliticsInternational Politics    

International relations 
The study and practice of 
political relationships among 
the world’s nations, especially 
their governments. 

 

Diplomacy The 
management of 
communication and 
relationships between 
nations. 

 

International relations and international politics are often used 
interchangeably.  For the purpose of this course, a brief distinction 
between the two will be relevant, even though we can consciously or 
unconsciously use the two terms in some of our writings.  International 
relations is a term properly embracing the totality of the relations among 
peoples and groups in the world society. On the other hand, international 
politics is the study of the international community in a rather narrow 
sense, which centres on diplomacy and the relations among states and 
other political units.  From this clarification, it can be said that 
international relations is broader in meaning and scope than international 
politics. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

1.1 distinguish between international relations and international 
politics. 

1.2 discuss the modern theoretical approaches to the study of international 
politics 

1.3 explain the various arguments put in place by different scholars in their 
support for a particular theory. 
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1.2 Theoretical Approaches to International Politics1.2 Theoretical Approaches to International Politics1.2 Theoretical Approaches to International Politics1.2 Theoretical Approaches to International Politics    

Realism   The theory that 
the world exists 
independent of people's 
thoughts and perceptions. 

Liberalism   A political 
ideology that rejects 
authoritarian government 
and defends freedom of 
speech, association, and 
religion, and right to own 
property. 

 

Foreign policy   A course 
of action or set of principles 
adopted by a nation’s 
government to define its 
relations with other 
countries or groups of 
countries. 

 

Arms race  The 
competition between 
countries for superiority in 
quality and quantity of 
arms. 

 

 

Social scientists construct different theories to make international events 
understandable.  In this context, the theories that guide the thinking of 
policy makers and scholars in different historical circumstances tell us 
much about international politics itself.  However, the two dominant 
theoretical approaches to the study of international politics are realism 
and liberalism.  The disagreement between realists and liberals about the 
nature of international politics is perhaps the most fundamental division 
in all political discourse.  The two schools of thought disagree over the 
very nature of international politics. 

1.2.1 Realism1.2.1 Realism1.2.1 Realism1.2.1 Realism    

Realism as applied to contemporary international politics, view the state, 
which should answer to no higher political authority, as the most 
important actor on the world stage.  For the realist, conflicts of interests 
among states are assumed to be inevitable.  Realism also emphasizes the 
ways in which the anarchical nature of international politics dictate the 
choices that foreign policy makers, as rational problem solvers who must 
calculate their interest in terms of power must make.  

Realists contend that struggles between states to secure their frequently 
conflicting national interests are the main actions on the world stage.  
Realists argue that wars arise from the efforts of states to acquire power 
and security in an anarchic world, or one in which there is no ultimate 
arbiter of order other than self-help and the force of arms.  In this view, 
power transitions, disequilibrium in the balance of power, and 
competition over allies, territory, and other power resources are the root 
causes of war.  Also, security dilemmas arise when states try to promote 
their own security through arms build-ups, creation of alliances, or efforts 
to acquire buffer states.  This causes other states to feel insecure, leading 
to arms races and competition over strategic territory and resources. 

Given the realists’ view of politics as a struggle for power, they maintain 
that countries should and usually do base their foreign policy on the 
existence of what realists see as a Darwinian ‘country – eat- country’ 
world in which power is the key to the national survival of the fittest. As 
Sterling-Forker argues, “in an environment as dangerous as anarchy, 
those who ignore realist principles will ultimately not survive”.  

Hint 

Realists contend that struggles between states to secure their frequently 

conflicting national interests are the main actions on the world stage.  Realists 

argue that wars arise from the efforts of states to acquire power and security in 

an anarchic world, or one in which there is no ultimate arbiter of order other 

than self-help and the force of arms.   
 

To the hard-core realist, respect for moral principles is a wasteful and 
dangerous interference in the rational pursuits of national self-advantage.  
To this proponent of power politics, questions about the relative virtues 
of the values within this or that ideological or religious system cannot be 



 

 

 

 

 
 

allowed to interfere with sound policy making.  A state’s philosophical or 
ethical preferences are neither good nor bad: what matters is whether they 
serve its self
around the pursuit of power; acquiring it, increasing it, projecting it, and 
using it to bend others to one’s will.  At the core extreme, realism appears 
to accept war as normal and rejects morality as it pertains to relations 
between individ

 
Tip  

The game of international politics revolves around the pursuit of power; 

acquiring it, increasing it, projecting it, and using it to bend others to one’s will.  

At the core extreme, realism appears to accept war as normal and rejects 

morality 

 

However, the only area where realist theorists depart from one another 
somewhat is on the question of how the dictates of power are applied to 
policy.  Classic realists see power translated through the de
national leaders.  As such, these realists do not believe that countries 
necessarily follow the dictates of power.  Instead they believe that 
decision makers can and do err by allowing morality, ideology, or 
anything else other than power realit
contrast, neo
countries.  

 
Reflection  

The central thesis of the realists is that international politics can be best 

explained by the choices of states 

pursuing their own interests in an international system of sovereign states 

without a central authority.

 

This is because neo
and therefore will react similar
given situation no matter who is in office.  Because neo
reacting predictably to power, these theorists are interested in 
ascertaining rules about how states will react in a given set of 
circum
Hans Morgenthau reasoned that it is unconscionable for a state to follow 
policy based on such principles.  He argued that while the individual has 
a moral right to sacrifice himself in d
state has no right to let its moral disapprobation… get in the way of 
successful political action, itself inspired by the moral principle of 
national survival”  (Morgenthau, 1986: 38).

The central thesis of the realists
explained by the choices of states operating as autonomous actors 
rationally pursuing their own interests in an international system of 
sovereign states without a central authority.

1.2.2 Liberalism1.2.2 Liberalism1.2.2 Liberalism1.2.2 Liberalism

Liberal theories of international politics try to explain how peace and 
cooperation are possible.  Liberals reject the notion that all or most 
humans are inherently political predators.  Instead, liberals believe that 
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allowed to interfere with sound policy making.  A state’s philosophical or 
ethical preferences are neither good nor bad: what matters is whether they 
serve its self-interest.  Thus, the game of international poli
around the pursuit of power; acquiring it, increasing it, projecting it, and 
using it to bend others to one’s will.  At the core extreme, realism appears 
to accept war as normal and rejects morality as it pertains to relations 
between individuals.  

The game of international politics revolves around the pursuit of power; 

acquiring it, increasing it, projecting it, and using it to bend others to one’s will.  

At the core extreme, realism appears to accept war as normal and rejects 

morality as it pertains to relations between individuals. 

However, the only area where realist theorists depart from one another 
somewhat is on the question of how the dictates of power are applied to 
policy.  Classic realists see power translated through the de
national leaders.  As such, these realists do not believe that countries 
necessarily follow the dictates of power.  Instead they believe that 
decision makers can and do err by allowing morality, ideology, or 
anything else other than power realities to govern foreign policy.  By 
contrast, neo-realists pay little attention to the internal policy making in 
countries.   

The central thesis of the realists is that international politics can be best 

explained by the choices of states operating as autonomous actors rationally 

pursuing their own interests in an international system of sovereign states 

without a central authority. 

This is because neo-realists believe that countries are “rational actors” 
and therefore will react similarly and predictably to power realities in a 
given situation no matter who is in office.  Because neo
reacting predictably to power, these theorists are interested in 
ascertaining rules about how states will react in a given set of 
circumstances.  With respect to justice and morality, the realist scholars, 
Hans Morgenthau reasoned that it is unconscionable for a state to follow 
policy based on such principles.  He argued that while the individual has 
a moral right to sacrifice himself in defence of an abstract principle, the 
state has no right to let its moral disapprobation… get in the way of 
successful political action, itself inspired by the moral principle of 
national survival”  (Morgenthau, 1986: 38). 

The central thesis of the realists is that international politics can be best 
explained by the choices of states operating as autonomous actors 
rationally pursuing their own interests in an international system of 
sovereign states without a central authority. 

1.2.2 Liberalism1.2.2 Liberalism1.2.2 Liberalism1.2.2 Liberalism    

Liberal theories of international politics try to explain how peace and 
cooperation are possible.  Liberals reject the notion that all or most 
humans are inherently political predators.  Instead, liberals believe that 
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allowed to interfere with sound policy making.  A state’s philosophical or 
ethical preferences are neither good nor bad: what matters is whether they 

interest.  Thus, the game of international politics revolves 
around the pursuit of power; acquiring it, increasing it, projecting it, and 
using it to bend others to one’s will.  At the core extreme, realism appears 
to accept war as normal and rejects morality as it pertains to relations 

The game of international politics revolves around the pursuit of power; 

acquiring it, increasing it, projecting it, and using it to bend others to one’s will.  

At the core extreme, realism appears to accept war as normal and rejects 

However, the only area where realist theorists depart from one another 
somewhat is on the question of how the dictates of power are applied to 
policy.  Classic realists see power translated through the decisions of 
national leaders.  As such, these realists do not believe that countries 
necessarily follow the dictates of power.  Instead they believe that 
decision makers can and do err by allowing morality, ideology, or 

ies to govern foreign policy.  By 
realists pay little attention to the internal policy making in 
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given situation no matter who is in office.  Because neo-realists see states 
reacting predictably to power, these theorists are interested in 
ascertaining rules about how states will react in a given set of 

stances.  With respect to justice and morality, the realist scholars, 
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Liberal theories of international politics try to explain how peace and 
cooperation are possible.  Liberals reject the notion that all or most 
humans are inherently political predators.  Instead, liberals believe that 



18 

 

POS324 Issues in International Politic

 

humans and their countries are capable
less conflictive relations, either through new models of governance.  At 
the core of liberalism is an emphasis on the impact that ideas have on 
behaviour, the equality, dignity, and liberty of the individuals, and the 
need t
the individuals as the seat of moral value and virtue and asserts that 
people should be treated as ends rather than means.  It emphasizes ethical 
principles over the pursuit of power and i
forces shaping interstate relations, and it defines politics at the 
international level more as a struggle for consensus than a struggle for 
power and prestige.

Hint 

At the core of liberalism is an emphasis on the impact th

behaviour, the equality, dignity, and liberty of the individuals, and the need to 

protect people from excessive state regulation.  Liberalism views the individuals 

as the seat of moral value and virtue and asserts that people should be tre

ends rather than means.
 

Idealism The philosophical 
belief that material things do 
not exist independently but 
only as constructions in the 
mind. 

The basic argument put forward by the advocates of liberalism is that 
conflicts and their prevention are determined not only by the balance of 
power, but by the domestic structures of states, their values, identities and 
cultures and international institut
liberalism were inspired by their interest in ideals after World War I, they 
are sometimes referred to as advocates of idealism, even though they 
were a diverse group within the larger liberal traditions.  Post
I idealism
Zimmerman, Norman Angell, James T. Shotwell, and Woodrow Wilson, 
was derived from ancient liberal philosophy and has been interpreted 
variously in different periods.  These idealist
such liberal thinkers as Immanuel Kant, John Stuart mills, David Hume, 
John Locke and Jean 
Mathew, 1995).

Note  

Liberals do not believe that acquiring, preserving and applying pow

even always is the essence of international relations.  Instead, liberals argue, foreign 

policy should be and sometimes is formulated according to cooperative and ethical 

standards.  In the same vein, liberals believe that humanity can and mu

successfully seek a new system based on sovereignty, but they now argue that it is 

imperative to find new organizational paths to cooperation.

Furthermore, liberals are convinced that the spread of nuclear weapons, 
the increase in economic interdependence among countries, the decline of 
world resources, the daunting gap between rich and poor, and the 
mounting damage to our ecosphere mean that hum
cooperate more fully because they are in grave danger of suffering a 
catastrophe of unparalleled proportions (Rouke, 2006: 29).  Thus, instead 
of an anarchic international system, there are plenty of opportunities for 
cooperation and broa
example, the influence of films leading to the popularity of the country’s 
culture and creating a market for its exports worldwide). This can also 
means that absolute gains can be made through cooperation
interdependence; thus peace can be achieved.
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humans and their countries are capable of achieving more cooperative, 
less conflictive relations, either through new models of governance.  At 
the core of liberalism is an emphasis on the impact that ideas have on 
behaviour, the equality, dignity, and liberty of the individuals, and the 
need to protect people from excessive state regulation.  Liberalism views 
the individuals as the seat of moral value and virtue and asserts that 
people should be treated as ends rather than means.  It emphasizes ethical 
principles over the pursuit of power and institutions over capabilities as 
forces shaping interstate relations, and it defines politics at the 
international level more as a struggle for consensus than a struggle for 
power and prestige. 

At the core of liberalism is an emphasis on the impact that ideas have on 

behaviour, the equality, dignity, and liberty of the individuals, and the need to 

protect people from excessive state regulation.  Liberalism views the individuals 

as the seat of moral value and virtue and asserts that people should be tre

ends rather than means. 

The basic argument put forward by the advocates of liberalism is that 
conflicts and their prevention are determined not only by the balance of 
power, but by the domestic structures of states, their values, identities and 
cultures and international institutions for conflict resolution. Advocates of 
liberalism were inspired by their interest in ideals after World War I, they 
are sometimes referred to as advocates of idealism, even though they 
were a diverse group within the larger liberal traditions.  Post

idealism, as argued by such scholars and policy makers as Alfred 
Zimmerman, Norman Angell, James T. Shotwell, and Woodrow Wilson, 
was derived from ancient liberal philosophy and has been interpreted 
variously in different periods.  These idealists drew their philosophy from 
such liberal thinkers as Immanuel Kant, John Stuart mills, David Hume, 
John Locke and Jean – Jacques Rousseau (Doyle, 1997 and Zacher and 
Mathew, 1995). 

Liberals do not believe that acquiring, preserving and applying pow

even always is the essence of international relations.  Instead, liberals argue, foreign 

policy should be and sometimes is formulated according to cooperative and ethical 

standards.  In the same vein, liberals believe that humanity can and mu

successfully seek a new system based on sovereignty, but they now argue that it is 

imperative to find new organizational paths to cooperation. 

Furthermore, liberals are convinced that the spread of nuclear weapons, 
the increase in economic interdependence among countries, the decline of 
world resources, the daunting gap between rich and poor, and the 
mounting damage to our ecosphere mean that hum
cooperate more fully because they are in grave danger of suffering a 
catastrophe of unparalleled proportions (Rouke, 2006: 29).  Thus, instead 
of an anarchic international system, there are plenty of opportunities for 
cooperation and broader notions of power, such as cultural capital (for 
example, the influence of films leading to the popularity of the country’s 
culture and creating a market for its exports worldwide). This can also 
means that absolute gains can be made through cooperation
interdependence; thus peace can be achieved. 
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Liberals do not believe that acquiring, preserving and applying power must be or 

even always is the essence of international relations.  Instead, liberals argue, foreign 

policy should be and sometimes is formulated according to cooperative and ethical 

standards.  In the same vein, liberals believe that humanity can and must 

successfully seek a new system based on sovereignty, but they now argue that it is 

 

Furthermore, liberals are convinced that the spread of nuclear weapons, 
the increase in economic interdependence among countries, the decline of 
world resources, the daunting gap between rich and poor, and the 
mounting damage to our ecosphere mean that humans must learn to 
cooperate more fully because they are in grave danger of suffering a 
catastrophe of unparalleled proportions (Rouke, 2006: 29).  Thus, instead 
of an anarchic international system, there are plenty of opportunities for 
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Although, not all liberals subscribed to principles associated with 
liberalism, they however, shared a moralistic, optimistic and 
universalistic image of international affairs.  They believe it is possible 
replace competitive states with a global community regulated by 
institutions for global governance (Kegley, 2007: 27).  

Thoery A set of facts, 
propositions, or principles 
analyzed in their relation to 
one another and used to 
explain phenomena. 

However, a new version of the 
liberalism argues that international institutions can allow nations to 
successfully cooperate in the international system.  For these neoliberals, 
reciprocity can be an effective strate
situation of conflicting interests.  Neoliberals study historical and 
contemporary cases in international relations to see how institutions and 
norms affect the possibilities for overcoming dilemmas and achieving 
internati
international institutions is key to understanding how states achieve a 
superior rational outcome that includes long
just immediate self

 
Reflection  

Although, not all liberals subscribed to principles associated with liberalism, they 

however, shared a moralistic, optimistic and universalistic image of international 

affairs.  They believe it is possible to replace competitive s

community regulated by institutions for global governance

 

It is imperative to note that scholars have used liberalism to analyse 
democracy within the context of peace.  The democratic peace theory 
argues that liberal democracies have
one another and have fewer conflicts among themselves.  This is seen as 
contradicting especially the realist theories and this empirical claim is 
now one of the great disputes in political science.

1.2.3 Limitations of 1.2.3 Limitations of 1.2.3 Limitations of 1.2.3 Limitations of 

It is has been observed that both realism and liberalism as a school of 
thought are inadequate to explain pattern of international politics.  The 
realist emphasis on the balance of power is necessary but not sufficient 
when long
sovereignty.  In addition, a growing number of critics also pointed out 
that realism did not account for significant new developments in world 
politics.  For instance, it could not explain the creation of ne
trade and political institutions in Western Europe in the 1950s and 1960s, 
where the cooperate pursuit of mutual advantage rather than narrow self
interest appeared to dominate (at least in economic, if not always in 
military, affairs).  Other cr
to disregard ethical principles and about the material and social costs that 
some of its policy prescriptions seemed to impose, such as retarded 
economic growth resulting from unrestrained military expenditures
(Kegley, 2007: 32).  In the same vein, it is said that   realist theory, as the 
dominant paradigm of the cold w
between the United States and the Soviet Union does not adequately 
account for the collapse of the Soviet Un
military forces from Central Europe without a shot having been fired.
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Although, not all liberals subscribed to principles associated with 
liberalism, they however, shared a moralistic, optimistic and 
universalistic image of international affairs.  They believe it is possible 
replace competitive states with a global community regulated by 
institutions for global governance (Kegley, 2007: 27).  

However, a new version of the theory is known as neo
liberalism argues that international institutions can allow nations to 
successfully cooperate in the international system.  For these neoliberals, 
reciprocity can be an effective strategy for achieving cooperation in a 
situation of conflicting interests.  Neoliberals study historical and 
contemporary cases in international relations to see how institutions and 
norms affect the possibilities for overcoming dilemmas and achieving 
international cooperation.  Thus, for neoliberals the emergence of 
international institutions is key to understanding how states achieve a 
superior rational outcome that includes long-term self
just immediate self-interest (Goldstein and Pevehouse,

Although, not all liberals subscribed to principles associated with liberalism, they 

however, shared a moralistic, optimistic and universalistic image of international 

affairs.  They believe it is possible to replace competitive states with a global 

community regulated by institutions for global governance

It is imperative to note that scholars have used liberalism to analyse 
democracy within the context of peace.  The democratic peace theory 
argues that liberal democracies have never (or almost never) made war on 
one another and have fewer conflicts among themselves.  This is seen as 
contradicting especially the realist theories and this empirical claim is 
now one of the great disputes in political science. 

1.2.3 Limitations of 1.2.3 Limitations of 1.2.3 Limitations of 1.2.3 Limitations of Realism and LiberalismRealism and LiberalismRealism and LiberalismRealism and Liberalism

It is has been observed that both realism and liberalism as a school of 
thought are inadequate to explain pattern of international politics.  The 
realist emphasis on the balance of power is necessary but not sufficient 
when long-term societal changes are eroding the norms of state 
sovereignty.  In addition, a growing number of critics also pointed out 
that realism did not account for significant new developments in world 
politics.  For instance, it could not explain the creation of ne
trade and political institutions in Western Europe in the 1950s and 1960s, 
where the cooperate pursuit of mutual advantage rather than narrow self
interest appeared to dominate (at least in economic, if not always in 
military, affairs).  Other critics began to worry about realism’s tendency 
to disregard ethical principles and about the material and social costs that 
some of its policy prescriptions seemed to impose, such as retarded 
economic growth resulting from unrestrained military expenditures
(Kegley, 2007: 32).  In the same vein, it is said that   realist theory, as the 
dominant paradigm of the cold war era, based on struggle for power 
between the United States and the Soviet Union does not adequately 
account for the collapse of the Soviet Union and the withdrawal of Soviet 
military forces from Central Europe without a shot having been fired.
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Although, not all liberals subscribed to principles associated with 
liberalism, they however, shared a moralistic, optimistic and 
universalistic image of international affairs.  They believe it is possible to 
replace competitive states with a global community regulated by 
institutions for global governance (Kegley, 2007: 27).   

is known as neo- liberalism.  Neo-
liberalism argues that international institutions can allow nations to 
successfully cooperate in the international system.  For these neoliberals, 

gy for achieving cooperation in a 
situation of conflicting interests.  Neoliberals study historical and 
contemporary cases in international relations to see how institutions and 
norms affect the possibilities for overcoming dilemmas and achieving 

onal cooperation.  Thus, for neoliberals the emergence of 
international institutions is key to understanding how states achieve a 

term self-interest and not 
interest (Goldstein and Pevehouse, 2011: 89). 

Although, not all liberals subscribed to principles associated with liberalism, they 

however, shared a moralistic, optimistic and universalistic image of international 

tates with a global 

community regulated by institutions for global governance 

It is imperative to note that scholars have used liberalism to analyse 
democracy within the context of peace.  The democratic peace theory 

never (or almost never) made war on 
one another and have fewer conflicts among themselves.  This is seen as 
contradicting especially the realist theories and this empirical claim is 

Realism and LiberalismRealism and LiberalismRealism and LiberalismRealism and Liberalism    

It is has been observed that both realism and liberalism as a school of 
thought are inadequate to explain pattern of international politics.  The 
realist emphasis on the balance of power is necessary but not sufficient 

societal changes are eroding the norms of state 
sovereignty.  In addition, a growing number of critics also pointed out 
that realism did not account for significant new developments in world 
politics.  For instance, it could not explain the creation of new liberal 
trade and political institutions in Western Europe in the 1950s and 1960s, 
where the cooperate pursuit of mutual advantage rather than narrow self-
interest appeared to dominate (at least in economic, if not always in 

itics began to worry about realism’s tendency 
to disregard ethical principles and about the material and social costs that 
some of its policy prescriptions seemed to impose, such as retarded 
economic growth resulting from unrestrained military expenditures 
(Kegley, 2007: 32).  In the same vein, it is said that   realist theory, as the 

ar era, based on struggle for power 
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Note  

Realism did not account for significant new developments in world politics. For 

instance, it could not explain the creation of new liberal trade 

institutions in Western Europe in the 1950s and 1960s, where the cooperate pursuit 

of mutual advantage rather than narrow self

Similarly, the liberal view that peace has broken out among the major 
liberal 
including great powers, are not liberal democracies.  However, the realist
liberal approach is wrapped in abstraction as both schools of thought do 
not have validity on the study of intern
observed:

foreign policy from domestic policy, the conduct of secret 

The type of change that realism and liberalism can lead to is onl
meal change, 
roots of the world situation unaffected.  In this sense of the word, realism 
and liberalism are not 
basic constituents of 
them politically 
realism and liberalism share one feature, namely that both of them take 
the explanation of international reality as the most im
theory.  Thus, both theories can help students of international politics to 
address the international, domestic, and institutional dimensions of 
conflict.

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary

 

Summary  

In this Study Session
relations and international politics, 
However, international relations is broader in meaning than international 
politics. There are two major theoretical interpretations of international 
politic
actor on the world stage.  For the realists, the emphasis on power became 
significant in the operation of world politics.  The second is liberalism, 
which laid emphasis on idealism i.
international politics.  For the liberals, foreign policy should be and 
sometimes is formulated according to ethical standards and cooperation.  
Both theories are constrained and wrapped in abstraction as they have 
validity on the study of international politics.

Issues in International Politics 

Realism did not account for significant new developments in world politics. For 

instance, it could not explain the creation of new liberal trade 

institutions in Western Europe in the 1950s and 1960s, where the cooperate pursuit 

of mutual advantage rather than narrow self-interest appeared to dominate

Similarly, the liberal view that peace has broken out among the major 
liberal democracies is accurate, but it is not a solution when many states, 
including great powers, are not liberal democracies.  However, the realist
liberal approach is wrapped in abstraction as both schools of thought do 
not have validity on the study of international politics.  As Frankel rightly 
observed: 

“The pursuit of limited national objectives, the separation of 
foreign policy from domestic policy, the conduct of secret 
diplomacy, the use of balance of power as a technique for the 
management of power, and the pleas for nations to place lesser 
emphasis on ideology as a condition of international conduct, 
have little or no relevance in the contemporary international 
system (Frankel, 1973:12).” 

The type of change that realism and liberalism can lead to is onl
meal change, or reform.   It is not radical change, because it leaves the 
roots of the world situation unaffected.  In this sense of the word, realism 
and liberalism are not transformation theories, and because they leave the 
basic constituents of the world situation intact, one is justified in calling 
them politically conservative theories.  Despite these limitations, both 
realism and liberalism share one feature, namely that both of them take 
the explanation of international reality as the most im
theory.  Thus, both theories can help students of international politics to 
address the international, domestic, and institutional dimensions of 
conflict. 

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary    

In this Study Session, we discussed the difference between International 
relations and international politics, which are often used interchangeably. 
However, international relations is broader in meaning than international 
politics. There are two major theoretical interpretations of international 
politics.  The first is the realist, which view the state as the most important 
actor on the world stage.  For the realists, the emphasis on power became 
significant in the operation of world politics.  The second is liberalism, 
which laid emphasis on idealism i.e. the use of morality in the conduct of 
international politics.  For the liberals, foreign policy should be and 
sometimes is formulated according to ethical standards and cooperation.  
Both theories are constrained and wrapped in abstraction as they have 
validity on the study of international politics. 

 

 

Realism did not account for significant new developments in world politics. For 

instance, it could not explain the creation of new liberal trade and political 

institutions in Western Europe in the 1950s and 1960s, where the cooperate pursuit 

interest appeared to dominate 

Similarly, the liberal view that peace has broken out among the major 
democracies is accurate, but it is not a solution when many states, 

including great powers, are not liberal democracies.  However, the realist-
liberal approach is wrapped in abstraction as both schools of thought do 

ational politics.  As Frankel rightly 

“The pursuit of limited national objectives, the separation of 
foreign policy from domestic policy, the conduct of secret 
diplomacy, the use of balance of power as a technique for the 

the pleas for nations to place lesser 
emphasis on ideology as a condition of international conduct, 
have little or no relevance in the contemporary international 

The type of change that realism and liberalism can lead to is only piece 
change, because it leaves the 

roots of the world situation unaffected.  In this sense of the word, realism 
and because they leave the 

the world situation intact, one is justified in calling 
theories.  Despite these limitations, both 

realism and liberalism share one feature, namely that both of them take 
the explanation of international reality as the most important function of 
theory.  Thus, both theories can help students of international politics to 
address the international, domestic, and institutional dimensions of 

e between International 
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However, international relations is broader in meaning than international 
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Study Session 2 

The Evolving International SystemThe Evolving International SystemThe Evolving International SystemThe Evolving International System    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In the previous study session, we examined the difference between 
international relations and international politics, theoretical approaches to 
international politics. In this Study Session we will examine the evolution 
of international system and its impacts on international politics. 

 

2.1 State as a Unit of International System2.1 State as a Unit of International System2.1 State as a Unit of International System2.1 State as a Unit of International System    

System A set of organs or 
structures that cooperatively 
works together to a desired 
end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foreign policy A course of 
action or set of principles 
adopted by a nation’s 
government to define its 
relations with other 
countries or groups of 

In trying to understand the evolution of international system, it is 
important to first understand the concept of a system.  A system is an 
assemblage of units, objects or parts united by some form of regular 
interactions.  Systems are essential to the physical and biological 
sciences; they are composed of different interacting units, whether at the 
micro (cell, plant, animal) or the macro (natural ecosystem or global 
climate) level.  Because these units interact, a change in one unit causes 
changes in all others. 

The state is the unit of analysis in international politics.  In the 
international system, there are various actors (state and non-state) that 
influence the conduct of world politics.  The system analysts argue that 
the state is a form of organization.  Indeed, event in the world happened 
through the state in conjunction with non-state actors.  On the other hand, 
states’ actions and inactions are predicated on the decision-makers’ 
perception.  Thus, the individual decision-makers act on behalf of the 
state.  For example, you must note that foreign policy of a state is 
executed and formulated and executed by these individuals. 

Scholars of international relations have agreed that international politics 
can be conceptualized as a system.  Beginning with the idea that men and 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

2.1 present State as a unit of international system. 
2.2 point out the changes in international system. 
2.3 discussthe structure of power in the international system from 18th 

century to the present time. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

countries. women act in regularized ways and that their patterns of i
each other are largely habitual, both realists and behaviouralists made the 
conceptual leap that international politics is a system whose major actors 
are individual states.

 
Tip  

Scholars of international relations concur

conceptualized as a system

 

2.2 Nature of the International System2.2 Nature of the International System2.2 Nature of the International System2.2 Nature of the International System
There have been numerous global and regional international systems, 
with some scholars dating them back to the Southern Mesopotamian 
region of Babylon
2006). However, the Peace Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 marked the birth 
of the modern international system.  At the establishment of the state, the 
international system was confronted with nationalism, so
balance of power, security dilemma, among others.

However, the domination and shaping of the international system by the 
West 
Somewhat earlier, the growth of European power had enabled Great 
Britain, France and other European countries to move quickly outward 
and take control of North and South America and some part of Asia.  
Thus, the Arab, Chinese, Indian, Persian 
or dynasties began to decline and fall.  The process allowed the 
Europeans to dominate the globe and to see themselves as superior to 
those of other political communities.
 

Hint 

Industrialization and associated advances in we

a profound impact on world politics.  Europe gained strength compared with 

non

because the manufacturing countries needed to expand resources and 

fuel and fund their countries.
 

One reason for the 
scientific and technological advances that sprang from the Renaissance in 
Europe.  This sparked the industrial revolution which began in the 
1700s in Great Britain.  During the next 150 years, industrialization 
spread rapidly but not globally.  Instead, it was mostly a Western 
phenomenon, with the notable exception of Japan.

 

Colonialism  A policy in 
which a country rules other 
nations and develops trade 
for its own benefit. 

Industrialization and associated advances in weaponry and other 
technology had a profound impact on world politics.  Europe gained 
strength compared with non
Industrialization also promot
countries needed to expand resources and markets to fuel and fund their 
countries.  Many industrialized countries also want colonies by all means 
as a matter of prestige.  The result was an era of Euro
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women act in regularized ways and that their patterns of i
each other are largely habitual, both realists and behaviouralists made the 
conceptual leap that international politics is a system whose major actors 
are individual states. 

Scholars of international relations concur that international politics can be 

conceptualized as a system. 

2.2 Nature of the International System2.2 Nature of the International System2.2 Nature of the International System2.2 Nature of the International System    
There have been numerous global and regional international systems, 
with some scholars dating them back to the Southern Mesopotamian 
region of Babylon (in what is now Iraq) some 7,500 years ago (Rouke, 
2006). However, the Peace Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 marked the birth 
of the modern international system.  At the establishment of the state, the 
international system was confronted with nationalism, so
balance of power, security dilemma, among others. 

However, the domination and shaping of the international system by the 
West was an important characteristic of the 18th

Somewhat earlier, the growth of European power had enabled Great 
Britain, France and other European countries to move quickly outward 
and take control of North and South America and some part of Asia.  
Thus, the Arab, Chinese, Indian, Persian and other non
or dynasties began to decline and fall.  The process allowed the 
Europeans to dominate the globe and to see themselves as superior to 
those of other political communities. 

Industrialization and associated advances in weaponry and other technology had 

a profound impact on world politics.  Europe gained strength compared with 

non-industrialized Asia and Africa.  Industrialization also promoted colonialism, 

because the manufacturing countries needed to expand resources and 

fuel and fund their countries. 

One reason for the westernization of the international system was the 
scientific and technological advances that sprang from the Renaissance in 
Europe.  This sparked the industrial revolution which began in the 
1700s in Great Britain.  During the next 150 years, industrialization 
spread rapidly but not globally.  Instead, it was mostly a Western 
phenomenon, with the notable exception of Japan. 

Industrialization and associated advances in weaponry and other 
technology had a profound impact on world politics.  Europe gained 
strength compared with non-industrialized Asia and Africa.  
Industrialization also promoted colonialism, because the manufacturing 
countries needed to expand resources and markets to fuel and fund their 
countries.  Many industrialized countries also want colonies by all means 
as a matter of prestige.  The result was an era of Euro
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women act in regularized ways and that their patterns of interaction with 
each other are largely habitual, both realists and behaviouralists made the 
conceptual leap that international politics is a system whose major actors 

that international politics can be 

There have been numerous global and regional international systems, 
with some scholars dating them back to the Southern Mesopotamian 

(in what is now Iraq) some 7,500 years ago (Rouke, 
2006). However, the Peace Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 marked the birth 
of the modern international system.  At the establishment of the state, the 
international system was confronted with nationalism, sovereignty, 

However, the domination and shaping of the international system by the 
th and 19th centuries.  

Somewhat earlier, the growth of European power had enabled Great 
Britain, France and other European countries to move quickly outward 
and take control of North and South America and some part of Asia.  

and other non-European empires 
or dynasties began to decline and fall.  The process allowed the 
Europeans to dominate the globe and to see themselves as superior to 

aponry and other technology had 

a profound impact on world politics.  Europe gained strength compared with 

industrialized Asia and Africa.  Industrialization also promoted colonialism, 

because the manufacturing countries needed to expand resources and markets to 

of the international system was the 
scientific and technological advances that sprang from the Renaissance in 
Europe.  This sparked the industrial revolution which began in the mid-
1700s in Great Britain.  During the next 150 years, industrialization 
spread rapidly but not globally.  Instead, it was mostly a Western 

Industrialization and associated advances in weaponry and other 
technology had a profound impact on world politics.  Europe gained 

industrialized Asia and Africa.  
, because the manufacturing 

countries needed to expand resources and markets to fuel and fund their 
countries.  Many industrialized countries also want colonies by all means 
as a matter of prestige.  The result was an era of Euro-American 
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imperialism.  Even though these colonial empires were, for the most part, 
not long-lived, they still had a major and damaging impact that continues 
to affect world politics.  The imperialist subjugation of Asians, Africans, 
and others by Europeans and Americans set the stage for what became the 
division of the world into two spheres – one wealthy, one poor – that 
continue to exist. 

2.3 Changes in the International System: Collapse of 2.3 Changes in the International System: Collapse of 2.3 Changes in the International System: Collapse of 2.3 Changes in the International System: Collapse of 
European PowerEuropean PowerEuropean PowerEuropean Power    

The causes of the demise of the European multipolar system by the mid-
twentieth century are complex and subject to dispute.  What is important, 
however, is that the system lost its ability to maintain a balance of power 
as the major powers came together into two rigid, nearly bipolar alliances 
that soon engaged in a death struggle.  The end of the balance of power 
system, as well as the historic end of the nineteenth century, came with 
World War I.  In World War I (1914-1918) the Central Powers included 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Turkey.  The Allied Powers consisted of 
France, Russia, Great Britain and Italy.  The two sides were enmeshed in 
a struggle between competitive alliances, made all the more dangerous by 
the German position. 

Communism The political 
theory or system in which all 
property and wealth is owned 
in a classless society by all 
the members of that society. 

Obviously, World War I destroyed both life and property and change the 
face of Europe.  In its wake, three empires – the Austrian – Hungarian, 
Russian, and Ottoman (Turkish) collapsed, and in their place the 
independent states of Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia emerged.  
In addition, the countries of Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania were 
born.  The war also contributed to the overthrow of the Russian Czar in 
1917 by the Bolsheviks.  The emergence of communism under the 
leadership of Vladimir Lenin produced a change in government and 
ideology that would have geopolitical consequences for another 70 years 
(Kegley, 2007).  Despite its costs, the coalition consisting of Britain, 
France, Russia and (later) the United States and Italy defeated the threat 
of domination posed by the central powers (Germany, Austria – Hungary, 
Turkey, and their allies).  Moreover, the war set the stage for a 
determined effort to build a new international system that could prevent 
another war. 

 

2.5 World War II and Multipolar System2.5 World War II and Multipolar System2.5 World War II and Multipolar System2.5 World War II and Multipolar System    

 Many historians regard the re-emergence of multipolarity in the global 
power distribution as a key factor in the onset and expansion of World 
War II.  Let us now look closely for the underlying causes of the World 
War II.  First, the collapse of the international economic system during 
the 1930s contributed to the war.  Great Britain found itself unequal to the 
leadership and regulatory roles it had performed in the world political 



 

 

 

 

 
 

economy before World War I.  

Hint The 
key factor in the onset and expansion of World War II.  

 

Although the United States was the logical successor, its refusal to 
exercise leadership hastened the war.  Calvocoressi, Wint, and Pritchard 
have put this phenomenon in 

Imperialism The extension 
of power or authority over 
others in the interests of 
domination. 

However, with this depressed global environment, heightened by 
deteriorating economic circumstances at home, Germany and Japan 
sought solutions through 

Similarly, the League of Nations’ failure to mount a collective response 
to the acts of aggression symbolized the weak institutional barriers to 
war.  When Germany withdrew from the League of Nations in 1933, 
followed by Italy in 1937, war clouds gathere
was powerless to dispel them.

As a student of international politics, you must take note of the role of 
leaders in global events.  To this end, the importance of leaders stands out 
as one of the causes of the outbreak of the 
not have been possible without Adolf Hitler and his plan to conquer the 
world by force.  World War II arose primarily from German aggression.  
Professing the superiority of Germans as a “master race” along with 
dangerous anti
to create an empire that he believed could resolve once and for all the 
historic competition and dangerous coexistence of the great powers in 
Europe by eliminating Germany’s rivals.

Note  

As a student of

global events.  To this end, the importance of leaders stands out as one of the causes 

of the outbreak of the World War II.  The war would not have been possible 

without Adolf Hitler and

arose primarily from German aggression.  

Essentially, the end of World War II meant a major redistribution of 
power.  It is important to note that the war devastated most of the existing 
major 
economic super power and the leader of one power pole.  Even though 
incredibly damaged, the Soviet Union emerged as the superpower leader 
of the other pole.  Thus, the end of the World Wa
division of the international system into a bipolar world.
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economy before World War I.   

The re-emergence of multipolarity in the global power distribution is a 
key factor in the onset and expansion of World War II.  

Although the United States was the logical successor, its refusal to 
exercise leadership hastened the war.  Calvocoressi, Wint, and Pritchard 
have put this phenomenon in clear perspective: 

“The Depression of 1929-1931 was followed in 1933 by a 
world monetary and Economic Conference whose failures 
engineered by the United States deepened the gloom, 
accelerated nationalist trade protectionism and promoted 
revolution.” 

However, with this depressed global environment, heightened by 
deteriorating economic circumstances at home, Germany and Japan 
sought solutions through imperialism abroad. 

Similarly, the League of Nations’ failure to mount a collective response 
to the acts of aggression symbolized the weak institutional barriers to 
war.  When Germany withdrew from the League of Nations in 1933, 
followed by Italy in 1937, war clouds gathered and the League of Nations 
was powerless to dispel them. 

As a student of international politics, you must take note of the role of 
leaders in global events.  To this end, the importance of leaders stands out 
as one of the causes of the outbreak of the World War II.  The war would 
not have been possible without Adolf Hitler and his plan to conquer the 
world by force.  World War II arose primarily from German aggression.  
Professing the superiority of Germans as a “master race” along with 
dangerous anti-Semitism and anti-communism, Hitler chose to wage war 
to create an empire that he believed could resolve once and for all the 
historic competition and dangerous coexistence of the great powers in 
Europe by eliminating Germany’s rivals. 

As a student of international politics, you must take note of the role of leaders in 

global events.  To this end, the importance of leaders stands out as one of the causes 

of the outbreak of the World War II.  The war would not have been possible 

without Adolf Hitler and his plan to conquer the world by force.  World War II 

arose primarily from German aggression.   

Essentially, the end of World War II meant a major redistribution of 
power.  It is important to note that the war devastated most of the existing 
major actors.  In their place, the United States emerged as a military and 
economic super power and the leader of one power pole.  Even though 
incredibly damaged, the Soviet Union emerged as the superpower leader 
of the other pole.  Thus, the end of the World Wa
division of the international system into a bipolar world.
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power distribution is a 
key factor in the onset and expansion of World War II.   

Although the United States was the logical successor, its refusal to 
exercise leadership hastened the war.  Calvocoressi, Wint, and Pritchard 

1931 was followed in 1933 by a 
world monetary and Economic Conference whose failures 
engineered by the United States deepened the gloom, 
accelerated nationalist trade protectionism and promoted 

However, with this depressed global environment, heightened by 
deteriorating economic circumstances at home, Germany and Japan 

Similarly, the League of Nations’ failure to mount a collective response 
to the acts of aggression symbolized the weak institutional barriers to 
war.  When Germany withdrew from the League of Nations in 1933, 

d and the League of Nations 

As a student of international politics, you must take note of the role of 
leaders in global events.  To this end, the importance of leaders stands out 

World War II.  The war would 
not have been possible without Adolf Hitler and his plan to conquer the 
world by force.  World War II arose primarily from German aggression.  
Professing the superiority of Germans as a “master race” along with 

communism, Hitler chose to wage war 
to create an empire that he believed could resolve once and for all the 
historic competition and dangerous coexistence of the great powers in 

international politics, you must take note of the role of leaders in 

global events.  To this end, the importance of leaders stands out as one of the causes 

of the outbreak of the World War II.  The war would not have been possible 

his plan to conquer the world by force.  World War II 

Essentially, the end of World War II meant a major redistribution of 
power.  It is important to note that the war devastated most of the existing 

actors.  In their place, the United States emerged as a military and 
economic super power and the leader of one power pole.  Even though 
incredibly damaged, the Soviet Union emerged as the superpower leader 
of the other pole.  Thus, the end of the World War II signalled the 
division of the international system into a bipolar world. 



26 

 

 

 

POS324 Issues in International Politics 

 

2.5.1 Bipolar System2.5.1 Bipolar System2.5.1 Bipolar System2.5.1 Bipolar System    

The end of the World War II marked the beginning of a bipolar system 
dominated by the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republic (USSR).  Each had its ideological mission (capitalist democracy 
versus communism). Although, the USSR never matched the United 
States economically, but the Soviet Union possessed a huge conventional 
armed force, a threatening ideology, and by 1949, atomic weapons. 

 However, the uneasy alliance that had existed between the US and the 
Soviet Union during World War II was soon replaced by overtly hostility.  
To be sure, their rivalry divided much of the world into two antagonistic 
spheres in what is known as the cold war. 

The underlying causes of the cold war have been a subject of debate 
among intellectuals.  However, you should know from objective point of 
view that varying economic and political interests and the power vacuum 
created by the collapse of the old balance-of-power structure created a 
bipolar system in which a great deal of world politics was centred on the 
confrontation between the two superpowers along the so-called East-
West axis.  The United States reacted to what it saw as a 
soviet/communist threat with the containment doctrine of global 
opposition to the Soviet Union and other communist countries.   

Hint 

Varying economic and political interests and the power vacuum 
created by the collapse of the old balance-of-power structure created a 
bipolar system in which a great deal of world politics was centred on 
the confrontation between the two superpowers along the so-called 
East-West axis.  The United States reacted to what it saw as a 
soviet/communist threat with the containment doctrine of global 
opposition to the Soviet Union and other communist countries.   

 

To that end, the United States sponsored a number of regional alliances, 
most notably the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO, established 
in 1949).  The Soviet Union responded in 1955 with the Warsaw Treaty 
Organization (or Warsaw Pact).  Over the life of the Cold War, these 
blocs loosened, with states sometimes taking positions different from that 
of the dominant power.  But for much of the time period, bloc politics 
was operative.  In the subsequent lectures, you will come across some 
major events during the cold war.  However, three cases are important in 
order for students to capture the real cold war politics in relation to the 
bipolar system. 

Blockade An organized 
action to prevent people or 
goods entering or leaving a 
country. It’s a form of 
economic instrument. 

 

 

 

The first high-level direct confrontations between the superpowers took 
place in Germany.  Germany had been divided immediately after World 
War II into zones of occupation.  The United States, France and Great 
Britain administered the western portion; the Soviet Union, the eastern, 
Berlin, Germany’s capital, was similarly divided, but lay within Soviet-
controlled East Germany.  In the 1949 Berlin blockade, the Soviet Union 
blocked land access to Berlin, prompting the United States and Britain to 
airlift supplies of thirteen months.   



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
In 1949 the separate states of West and East Germany were declared. In 
the second case is the 1962 Cuban missile crisis.  Or
the Soviet Union to compensate for its lagging missile programme, the 
Soviets took the bold move of installing missiles in Cuba, ninety miles 
from the United States shores.  The Soviet aims were to reduce the Soviet 
Union’s strategic nu
States missiles on Soviet borders in Turkey, and to deter another United 
States invasion of Cuba.  United States leaders, however, considered the 
missiles threatening and provocative.  As historical do
years later, nuclear war was possible.  Some United States policy makers 
favoured military strikes before the missiles became operational when in 
fact 
commanders were authorized to 
attack (Don and Welch, 2006).  However, the way in which the crisis was 
resolved suggests very clearly that neither party sought a direct 
confrontation.

Note  

Historical documents revealed years later, nuclear war 

States policy makers favoured military strikes before the missiles became 

operational when in fact 

and commanders were authorized to use them in the event of a United States a

The third case was the Vietnam issue.  Vietnam provided a test of 
different kind.  The Cold War was played out there not in one dramatic 
crisis, but in an extended civil war, pitting communist North Vietnam and 
its Chinese and Soviet allies against 
allied with France, the Philippines and Thailand.  To most United States 
policy makers in the 1950s and early 1960s, Vietnam represented yet 
another test of the containment doctrine: communist influence must be 
stopped, th
through the rest of the south
States supported the South Vietnamese dictators Ngo Dinh Diem and 
Nguyen Van Thieu against the rival communist regime of Ho Chi
in the North, which was underwritten by both the People’s Republic of 
China and the Soviet Union.  The struggle for a unified Vietnam seems 
resumed, and the United States intervened militarily in 1964. The war 
quickly became a trauma for Americans.  
domestic tragedy was the death in 1970 of four students at Kent State 
University during clashes between anti
National Guard (Rouke, 2006: 44).  War
complete United State
time.  Ho’s forces triumphed and Vietnam was unified in 1975.

 
Tip  

The Cold War was played out there not in one dramatic crisis, but in an 

extended civil war
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In 1949 the separate states of West and East Germany were declared. In 
the second case is the 1962 Cuban missile crisis.  Or
the Soviet Union to compensate for its lagging missile programme, the 
Soviets took the bold move of installing missiles in Cuba, ninety miles 
from the United States shores.  The Soviet aims were to reduce the Soviet 
Union’s strategic nuclear inferiority, to counter the deployment of United 
States missiles on Soviet borders in Turkey, and to deter another United 
States invasion of Cuba.  United States leaders, however, considered the 
missiles threatening and provocative.  As historical do
years later, nuclear war was possible.  Some United States policy makers 
favoured military strikes before the missiles became operational when in 
fact some nuclear weapons in Cuba were already operational and 
commanders were authorized to use them in the event of a United States 
attack (Don and Welch, 2006).  However, the way in which the crisis was 
resolved suggests very clearly that neither party sought a direct 
confrontation. 

Historical documents revealed years later, nuclear war was possible.  Some United 

States policy makers favoured military strikes before the missiles became 

operational when in fact some nuclear weapons in Cuba were already operational 

and commanders were authorized to use them in the event of a United States a

The third case was the Vietnam issue.  Vietnam provided a test of 
different kind.  The Cold War was played out there not in one dramatic 
crisis, but in an extended civil war, pitting communist North Vietnam and 
its Chinese and Soviet allies against the “free world” 
allied with France, the Philippines and Thailand.  To most United States 
policy makers in the 1950s and early 1960s, Vietnam represented yet 
another test of the containment doctrine: communist influence must be 
stopped, they argued before it spread like a chain of falling dominos 
through the rest of the south-east Asia and beyond.  Thus, the United 
States supported the South Vietnamese dictators Ngo Dinh Diem and 
Nguyen Van Thieu against the rival communist regime of Ho Chi
in the North, which was underwritten by both the People’s Republic of 
China and the Soviet Union.  The struggle for a unified Vietnam seems 
resumed, and the United States intervened militarily in 1964. The war 
quickly became a trauma for Americans.  Perhaps the most devastating 
domestic tragedy was the death in 1970 of four students at Kent State 
University during clashes between anti-war demonstrators and the Ohio 
National Guard (Rouke, 2006: 44).  War-weariness finally led to a 
complete United States disengagement from Vietnam, within a short 
time.  Ho’s forces triumphed and Vietnam was unified in 1975.

The Cold War was played out there not in one dramatic crisis, but in an 

extended civil war. 
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In 1949 the separate states of West and East Germany were declared. In 
the second case is the 1962 Cuban missile crisis.  Originally devised by 
the Soviet Union to compensate for its lagging missile programme, the 
Soviets took the bold move of installing missiles in Cuba, ninety miles 
from the United States shores.  The Soviet aims were to reduce the Soviet 

clear inferiority, to counter the deployment of United 
States missiles on Soviet borders in Turkey, and to deter another United 
States invasion of Cuba.  United States leaders, however, considered the 
missiles threatening and provocative.  As historical documents revealed 
years later, nuclear war was possible.  Some United States policy makers 
favoured military strikes before the missiles became operational when in 

in Cuba were already operational and 
use them in the event of a United States 

attack (Don and Welch, 2006).  However, the way in which the crisis was 
resolved suggests very clearly that neither party sought a direct 

was possible.  Some United 

States policy makers favoured military strikes before the missiles became 

in Cuba were already operational 

and commanders were authorized to use them in the event of a United States attack 

The third case was the Vietnam issue.  Vietnam provided a test of 
different kind.  The Cold War was played out there not in one dramatic 
crisis, but in an extended civil war, pitting communist North Vietnam and 

the “free world” – South Vietnam, 
allied with France, the Philippines and Thailand.  To most United States 
policy makers in the 1950s and early 1960s, Vietnam represented yet 
another test of the containment doctrine: communist influence must be 

ey argued before it spread like a chain of falling dominos 
east Asia and beyond.  Thus, the United 

States supported the South Vietnamese dictators Ngo Dinh Diem and 
Nguyen Van Thieu against the rival communist regime of Ho Chi Minh 
in the North, which was underwritten by both the People’s Republic of 
China and the Soviet Union.  The struggle for a unified Vietnam seems 
resumed, and the United States intervened militarily in 1964. The war 

Perhaps the most devastating 
domestic tragedy was the death in 1970 of four students at Kent State 

war demonstrators and the Ohio 
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Detente The easing of 
tension or hostility between 
nations. 

Basically, Vietnam caused a number of important changes in United 
States attitudes.  One was increased resistance to the cold war urge to 
fight communism everywhere.  Second, Americans saw more clearly that 
the bipolar system was crumbling
Soviet Union and China deteriorated.  Beginning approximately with the 
administrations of Soviet leader Leonid I. Brezhnev (1964 
the United States President Richard M. Nixon (1969 
States
changing balance of power especially the rise of China, and he moved to 
improve relations through a policy of 
They came to similar real political conclusions ab
configuration of the international system and sought improved relations 
with Washington.

Note  

In this respect, the underlying principle of the international system at that time was 

peaceful coexistence between the capitalist and so

peaceful coexistence is seen as the objective condition for the development of human 

society.  In other words, international disputes will be resolved without resorting to 

full-blown war.

2.5.2 Unipolar System2.5.2 Unipolar System2.5.2 Unipolar System2.5.2 Unipolar System

Collective security The 
maintenance of peace and 
security through the united 
action of nations. 

The demise of the Soviet Union instigated a new approach to the 
understanding of the international system.  Although, the bipolar system 
is gone, it is still no
evolving system.  Some argued that the present international system is 
multipolar.  While others argued that the present international system is 
unipolar.  The proponent of multipolarity emphasized 
of some countries with the United States in propagating international 
peace and security.  The unipolar school however is different from such 
assumption.  Rather, the proponent of unipolarity observed the United 
States’ hegemonic power in globa
international system is unipolar.

As a student of international politics, you must take into consideration the 
relevance of economic and military power in understanding world affairs.  
Thus, the centre of world power is the un
United States.  U.S global economic dominance has grown further, 
especially as Japan and Europe have struggle.  Militarily, U.S arms with 
some allied support twice defeated Iraq (1991, 2003) and overwhelmed 
Yugoslavia (1999) in w
the vast and growing lead of United States military technology.  As 
Ikenberry, (2004: 609) succinctly put it:

Issues in International Politics 

Basically, Vietnam caused a number of important changes in United 
States attitudes.  One was increased resistance to the cold war urge to 
fight communism everywhere.  Second, Americans saw more clearly that 
the bipolar system was crumbling, especially as relations between the 
Soviet Union and China deteriorated.  Beginning approximately with the 
administrations of Soviet leader Leonid I. Brezhnev (1964 
the United States President Richard M. Nixon (1969 
States-Soviet relations began to improve.  Nixon accurately assessed the 
changing balance of power especially the rise of China, and he moved to 
improve relations through a policy of détentewith Moscow and Beijing.  
They came to similar real political conclusions about the changing power 
configuration of the international system and sought improved relations 
with Washington. 

In this respect, the underlying principle of the international system at that time was 

peaceful coexistence between the capitalist and socialist blocs.  This desire for 

peaceful coexistence is seen as the objective condition for the development of human 

society.  In other words, international disputes will be resolved without resorting to 

blown war. 

2.5.2 Unipolar System2.5.2 Unipolar System2.5.2 Unipolar System2.5.2 Unipolar System    

The demise of the Soviet Union instigated a new approach to the 
understanding of the international system.  Although, the bipolar system 
is gone, it is still not clear on how to characterize the current, still 
evolving system.  Some argued that the present international system is 
multipolar.  While others argued that the present international system is 
unipolar.  The proponent of multipolarity emphasized 
of some countries with the United States in propagating international 
peace and security.  The unipolar school however is different from such 
assumption.  Rather, the proponent of unipolarity observed the United 
States’ hegemonic power in global affairs; hence, the present 
international system is unipolar. 

As a student of international politics, you must take into consideration the 
relevance of economic and military power in understanding world affairs.  
Thus, the centre of world power is the unchallenged superpower, the 
United States.  U.S global economic dominance has grown further, 
especially as Japan and Europe have struggle.  Militarily, U.S arms with 
some allied support twice defeated Iraq (1991, 2003) and overwhelmed 
Yugoslavia (1999) in wars that were wildly one sided, mostly because of 
the vast and growing lead of United States military technology.  As 
Ikenberry, (2004: 609) succinctly put it: 

“For the first time in the modem era, the world’s most 
powerful state can operate on the global stage without the 
counter-balancing constraints of other great powers.  We 
have entered the American unipolar age.” 

 

 

Basically, Vietnam caused a number of important changes in United 
States attitudes.  One was increased resistance to the cold war urge to 
fight communism everywhere.  Second, Americans saw more clearly that 
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of some countries with the United States in propagating international 
peace and security.  The unipolar school however is different from such 
assumption.  Rather, the proponent of unipolarity observed the United 
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As a student of international politics, you must take into consideration the 
relevance of economic and military power in understanding world affairs.  
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Reflection  

Why is the USA involved in Vietnam War?
 

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary

 

Summary  

In this Study Session, we discussed the origin of 
system which can be traced to the West.  However, various changes 
occurred in the operation of the international system, within the context 
of power configuration. Thus, the multipolar system rose and fell, the 
bipolar system declined 
became more important, as the expense of continuing confrontation 
strained American and Soviet building resources, and as the relative 
power of the two superpowers declined.  In this 21st century, a limited 
unipo

AssessmentAssessmentAssessmentAssessment    
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Why is the USA involved in Vietnam War? 

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary    

In this Study Session, we discussed the origin of 
system which can be traced to the West.  However, various changes 
occurred in the operation of the international system, within the context 
of power configuration. Thus, the multipolar system rose and fell, the 
bipolar system declined as other countries and transnational actors 
became more important, as the expense of continuing confrontation 
strained American and Soviet building resources, and as the relative 
power of the two superpowers declined.  In this 21st century, a limited 
unipolar system exists, with the United States as the dominant power.

Required 
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In this Study Session, we discussed the origin of modern international 
system which can be traced to the West.  However, various changes 
occurred in the operation of the international system, within the context 
of power configuration. Thus, the multipolar system rose and fell, the 

as other countries and transnational actors 
became more important, as the expense of continuing confrontation 
strained American and Soviet building resources, and as the relative 
power of the two superpowers declined.  In this 21st century, a limited 

lar system exists, with the United States as the dominant power. 
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Foreign Policy and DiplomacyForeign Policy and DiplomacyForeign Policy and DiplomacyForeign Policy and Diplomacy

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In the previous Study Session, we highlighted the evolution of 
international system in relation to the state; the states have most powerful 
actors on the world stage. In this Study Session, our focus 
will also examine diplomacy within the co
analysis.

3.1 Conceptualizing Foreign Policy3.1 Conceptualizing Foreign Policy3.1 Conceptualizing Foreign Policy3.1 Conceptualizing Foreign Policy
Foreign policy or policies are the strategies governments use to guide 
their actions in the international arena.  You must note that foreign policy 
is not the same with international relations, neither is it the same with 
international politics.  However, foreign policy is one of the fundamental 
concepts that cannot be undere
politics.  In the same vein, foreign policy spell out the objectives state 
leaders have decided to pursue in a given relationship or situation.  
Foreign policy is thus a guide to actions taken beyond the boundaries 
the state to further the goals of the state.

 
Tip  

Much of foreign policy analysis is directed at the links between the 
intentions of behaviour and its consequences.

 

Basically, the intention of foreign policy is to affect the behaviour of 
other actors, even if only in general terms.  
in the global system, every state requires resources, economic goods, 
military capabilities, political and

Learning Outcomes

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to:

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4
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Foreign Policy and DiplomacyForeign Policy and DiplomacyForeign Policy and DiplomacyForeign Policy and Diplomacy

In the previous Study Session, we highlighted the evolution of 
international system in relation to the state; the states have most powerful 
actors on the world stage. In this Study Session, our focus 
will also examine diplomacy within the context of foreign policy 
analysis. 

3.1 Conceptualizing Foreign Policy3.1 Conceptualizing Foreign Policy3.1 Conceptualizing Foreign Policy3.1 Conceptualizing Foreign Policy    
Foreign policy or policies are the strategies governments use to guide 
their actions in the international arena.  You must note that foreign policy 
is not the same with international relations, neither is it the same with 
international politics.  However, foreign policy is one of the fundamental 
concepts that cannot be underestimated in the conduct of international 
politics.  In the same vein, foreign policy spell out the objectives state 
leaders have decided to pursue in a given relationship or situation.  
Foreign policy is thus a guide to actions taken beyond the boundaries 
the state to further the goals of the state. 

Much of foreign policy analysis is directed at the links between the 
intentions of behaviour and its consequences. 

Basically, the intention of foreign policy is to affect the behaviour of 
other actors, even if only in general terms.  Nothing is distributed equally 
in the global system, every state requires resources, economic goods, 
military capabilities, political and strategic support, and cooperation and 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to:

3.1 discuss the concept of foreign policy.  
3.2 discuss the factors that influence foreign policy of a state.
3.3 distinguish between foreign policy and diplomacy.
3.4 explain the techniques or instruments of state interaction.
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In the previous Study Session, we highlighted the evolution of 
international system in relation to the state; the states have most powerful 
actors on the world stage. In this Study Session, our focus shall be on We 
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strategic support, and cooperation and 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

the factors that influence foreign policy of a state. 
policy and diplomacy. 

the techniques or instruments of state interaction. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

coordination with other actors.  Much of foreign policy analysis is 
directed at the links between the intentions of behaviour and its 
consequences.

There are different interpretations to the concept of foreign policy
Ofoegbu sees foreign policy as a set of ideas and thoughts, which often is 
the product of mental reflective activities and processes, which embodies 
judgment, choices, decision, evaluation, and systematic insight, 
appreciation of objective realities rev
seeking solutions (Ofoegbu, 1980:3).

 
Reflection  

We cannot understand foreign policy without the concept of national 
interest. Thus, the formulation and execution of foreign policy is 
determined, to a large extent, by the 
Jones (1970), national interest is a term used in political debate within 
a country to signal the case that the item of policy suggested will bring 
benefits not merely to its proponents but also to its opponents.

 

Forei
define the objectives a given state pursue in the international arena in the 
process of its interactions with other international actors.  The concept, 
foreign policy, denotes the authoritati
or are committed to take in order to preserve the desirable aspect of 
international environment or to alter its undesirable aspects.  It also 
represents the range of actions taken by various sections of government 
of a sta
international scene in order to advance the national interest of that 
particular state (Akinboye and Ottoh, 2007).

We cannot understand foreign policy without the concept of national 
interest. T
determined, to a large extent, by the national interest of a nation.  To 
Jones (1970), national interest is a term used in political debate within a 
country to signal the case that the item of policy 
benefits not merely to its proponents but also to its opponents.

Note  

Diplomacy refers to the application of intelligence and tact to the conduct 
of official relations between the governments of independent states.  It is 
not the same as foreign policy.  While foreign policy is the goals and 
objectives which a state sets or 
frontiers, diplomacy is essentially the techniques often adopted by nation
states in order to achieve their foreign policy objectives.  

Having conceptualized foreign policy, we can also enhance our 
understanding of 
of diplomacy; at the same time pointing out the difference between the 
two.  In this context, diplomacy refers to the application of intelligence 
and tact to the conduct of official relations between 
independent states.  It is not the same as foreign policy.  While foreign 
policy is the goals and objectives which a state sets or designs to achieve 
beyond its national frontiers, diplomacy is essentially the techniques 
often adopted by
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coordination with other actors.  Much of foreign policy analysis is 
directed at the links between the intentions of behaviour and its 
consequences. 

There are different interpretations to the concept of foreign policy
oegbu sees foreign policy as a set of ideas and thoughts, which often is 

the product of mental reflective activities and processes, which embodies 
judgment, choices, decision, evaluation, and systematic insight, 
appreciation of objective realities revolving around the milieu and 
seeking solutions (Ofoegbu, 1980:3). 

We cannot understand foreign policy without the concept of national 
interest. Thus, the formulation and execution of foreign policy is 
determined, to a large extent, by the national interest of a nation.  To 
Jones (1970), national interest is a term used in political debate within 
a country to signal the case that the item of policy suggested will bring 
benefits not merely to its proponents but also to its opponents.

Foreign policy can also be conceptualized as a set of principles that 
define the objectives a given state pursue in the international arena in the 
process of its interactions with other international actors.  The concept, 
foreign policy, denotes the authoritative action, which governments take 
or are committed to take in order to preserve the desirable aspect of 
international environment or to alter its undesirable aspects.  It also 
represents the range of actions taken by various sections of government 
of a state in its relations with other bodies or states acting on the 
international scene in order to advance the national interest of that 
particular state (Akinboye and Ottoh, 2007). 

We cannot understand foreign policy without the concept of national 
interest. Thus, the formulation and execution of foreign policy is 
determined, to a large extent, by the national interest of a nation.  To 
Jones (1970), national interest is a term used in political debate within a 
country to signal the case that the item of policy 
benefits not merely to its proponents but also to its opponents.

Diplomacy refers to the application of intelligence and tact to the conduct 
of official relations between the governments of independent states.  It is 
not the same as foreign policy.  While foreign policy is the goals and 
objectives which a state sets or designs to achieve beyond its national 
frontiers, diplomacy is essentially the techniques often adopted by nation
states in order to achieve their foreign policy objectives.  

Having conceptualized foreign policy, we can also enhance our 
understanding of the concept by distinguishing it with a similar concept 
of diplomacy; at the same time pointing out the difference between the 
two.  In this context, diplomacy refers to the application of intelligence 
and tact to the conduct of official relations between 
independent states.  It is not the same as foreign policy.  While foreign 
policy is the goals and objectives which a state sets or designs to achieve 
beyond its national frontiers, diplomacy is essentially the techniques 
often adopted by nation-states in order to achieve their foreign policy 
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coordination with other actors.  Much of foreign policy analysis is 
directed at the links between the intentions of behaviour and its 
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of official relations between the governments of independent states.  It is 
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beyond its national frontiers, diplomacy is essentially the techniques 
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objectives.  As we go on in this lecture, you will see clearly the difference 
between foreign policy and diplomacy. 

3.1.1 Factors Influencing Foreign Policy of a State3.1.1 Factors Influencing Foreign Policy of a State3.1.1 Factors Influencing Foreign Policy of a State3.1.1 Factors Influencing Foreign Policy of a State    

In drawing up their foreign policies, nation-states must consider not only 
the goals it is attempting to achieve but also certain basic facts of 
existence in the international sphere that affect its status.  These factors 
are known as the capabilities of foreign policy. And it includes 
geographic-strategic situation, population potential, economic 
endowment, and natural resources. 

Geography 

The physical environment of a state can influence its foreign policy goals 
and objectives.  It constitutes an important factor in determining foreign 
policy objectives because of its strategic implications.  Two important 
limitations on policy are the physical environment of the state and the 
political-military implications of its geographic situation.  In the first 
category, the characteristics of size, climate, topography and shape are 
important.  An ideal norm according to Rodee et al (1983:463) will 
include: 

• a size large enough to provide an adequate standard of living for 
a population and to maintain an adequate conventional military 
establishment;  

• a climate that is uniform and conducive to physical vigour, 
preferably either temperate or tropical highland;  

• a topography offering boundaries with natural defence barriers 
such as mountains, forests, swamps, rivers, deserts, and oceans; 
and  

• a shape that is relatively easy to defend in conventional warfare.   

For instance, Britain’s separation from the European continent by a body 
of water i.e. the English Channel proved decisive in frustrating Adolf 
Hitler’s designs to overrun the territory. Russia also proved a hard way 
for Napoleon’s forces because of Russia’s large territorial expanse. The 
point we are making is that few states possess all these advantages 

Population 

The size and socio-economic status of a nation’s population constitutes 
another factor of foreign policy.  The importance of China and India in 
this regard is becoming evident, especially as countries have shown some 
measure of difference to them in view of their large population.  Nigeria 
is gaining some recognition because of the rate of growth of its 
population.  States with smaller populations have not enjoyed such 
attention.  Population, as a factor of foreign policy, depends on other 
related factors e.g. quality of the population, political leadership, degree 
of national morale, prestige e.t.c.  The staggering population of the Arab 
nations could not overwhelm the moral collectivity of Israel nor could 
America’s might subdue the fighting spirit of the Vietnamese forces.  In 
summary, population may enable or prevent a state from achieving its 
foreign policy objectives depending on a number of other factors. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Reflection  

Population, as a factor of foreign policy, depends on other related 
factors e.g. quality of the population, political leadership, degree of 
national morale, pr
nations could not overwhelm the moral collectivity of Israel nor could 
America’s might subdue the fighting spirit of the Vietnamese forces

 

Economic Resources

Of the various factors that influence and shape a state’s foreign policy, 
the nature and condition of its economy are of primary significance.  In 
the same vein, the prototype of a powerful state is usually described in 
terms of a well

Hint 

 A country that is not economically buoyant and depends on other 
states is incapable of making independent decisions on certain critical 
issues relating to its counterparts.  On the other hand, a country with 
abundant econom
power and making decisions without necessarily being influenced by 
pressures from within and without

 

It has been observed that undiversified economy can limit the options 
available to foreign policy
country determines, to a large extent, the assertiveness of the country’s 
rights in the comity of nations.  A country that is not economically 
buoyant and depends on other states is incapable of making indep
decisions on certain critical issues relating to its counterparts.  On the 
other hand, a country with abundant economic resources has a solid base 
for exercising political power and making decisions without necessarily 
being influenced by pressures 
requires not only a high
investments but also the maintenance of access to critical resources.  For 
instance, Nigeria’s decision to champion the formation of ECOWAS 
Monito
motivated by its buoyant economy which indeed made the execution of 
that venture realistic.  Thus, a strong economic base is essential to and in 
fact capable of influencing tremendously the for
state.

Natural Resources

The natural resources that a state is endowed with can also be a decisive 
factor of its foreign policy.  The Arab world is endowed with large 
quantity of oil and thus provides a large proportion of Western E
oil supplies.  The Arab nations employed this as a weapon during the 
Arab Israel war when they had to place embargo on oil supplies to 
countries that supported Israel.

3.1.2 Instruments of Foreign Policy3.1.2 Instruments of Foreign Policy3.1.2 Instruments of Foreign Policy3.1.2 Instruments of Foreign Policy

We are going to consider four major instrume
implementing foreign policy.  These are diplomacy, economic measures, 
military and propaganda.
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Population, as a factor of foreign policy, depends on other related 
factors e.g. quality of the population, political leadership, degree of 
national morale, prestige e.t.c.  The staggering population of the Arab 
nations could not overwhelm the moral collectivity of Israel nor could 
America’s might subdue the fighting spirit of the Vietnamese forces

Economic Resources  

Of the various factors that influence and shape a state’s foreign policy, 
the nature and condition of its economy are of primary significance.  In 
the same vein, the prototype of a powerful state is usually described in 
terms of a well-integrated and highly industrialized economy. 

A country that is not economically buoyant and depends on other 
states is incapable of making independent decisions on certain critical 
issues relating to its counterparts.  On the other hand, a country with 
abundant economic resources has a solid base for exercising political 
power and making decisions without necessarily being influenced by 
pressures from within and without 

It has been observed that undiversified economy can limit the options 
available to foreign policy formulation.  Also, the economic potential of a 
country determines, to a large extent, the assertiveness of the country’s 
rights in the comity of nations.  A country that is not economically 
buoyant and depends on other states is incapable of making indep
decisions on certain critical issues relating to its counterparts.  On the 
other hand, a country with abundant economic resources has a solid base 
for exercising political power and making decisions without necessarily 
being influenced by pressures from within and without.  Foreign p
requires not only a high industrialization and protection of foreign 
investments but also the maintenance of access to critical resources.  For 
instance, Nigeria’s decision to champion the formation of ECOWAS 
Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) on the Librarian crisis in 1990 was partly 
motivated by its buoyant economy which indeed made the execution of 
that venture realistic.  Thus, a strong economic base is essential to and in 
fact capable of influencing tremendously the foreign policy output of a 
state. 

Natural Resources  

The natural resources that a state is endowed with can also be a decisive 
factor of its foreign policy.  The Arab world is endowed with large 
quantity of oil and thus provides a large proportion of Western E
oil supplies.  The Arab nations employed this as a weapon during the 
Arab Israel war when they had to place embargo on oil supplies to 
countries that supported Israel. 

3.1.2 Instruments of Foreign Policy3.1.2 Instruments of Foreign Policy3.1.2 Instruments of Foreign Policy3.1.2 Instruments of Foreign Policy    

We are going to consider four major instruments used by states in 
implementing foreign policy.  These are diplomacy, economic measures, 
military and propaganda. 
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Population, as a factor of foreign policy, depends on other related 
factors e.g. quality of the population, political leadership, degree of 

estige e.t.c.  The staggering population of the Arab 
nations could not overwhelm the moral collectivity of Israel nor could 
America’s might subdue the fighting spirit of the Vietnamese forces 
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Diplomacy

Diplomacy is a political
achieving its foreign policy objectives.  It refers to the 
common sense and intelligence to reach agreements, compromises and 
settlements with other actors. It is the official state
communication usually through the representatives of the state.  It is also 
the central technique of
techniques revolve around it.

 
Tip  

Diplomacy is the basic tool of state interaction in international politics.
 

Diplomacy as an Instrument of International Politics 

As earlier indicated, diplomacy is the basic 
international politics.  This is because the process of reaching 
international decisions is through diplomacy.  Thus, states maintain a 
formal diplomatic apparatus for conducting politics with other states.  
Diplomacy according

It is very clear from the above that there is a distinction between foreign 
policy and diplomacy.
international system.  However, since we talk of diplomacy, it is 
important to know those who carry out its functions.  In this respect, 
diplomats are the eyes and ears of government in other countries. 
a diplomat is the spokes

The Functions of a Diplomat
The work of a diplomat may be broken down into four basic functions: 

•
•
•
•

Hint 

Another major function of ambassadors and the rest of the diplomatic 
corps are to gather information about the state to which they are 
posted: commercial information, political information and military 
information.

 

These functions are closely interrelated.  In the same vein, the highest 
diplomatic official representing a country in another country is known as 

in International Politics 

Diplomacy  

Diplomacy is a political-legal instrument which a given state uses in 
achieving its foreign policy objectives.  It refers to the 
common sense and intelligence to reach agreements, compromises and 
settlements with other actors. It is the official state
communication usually through the representatives of the state.  It is also 
the central technique of foreign policy presumably because other 
techniques revolve around it. 

Diplomacy is the basic tool of state interaction in international politics.

Diplomacy as an Instrument of International Politics 

As earlier indicated, diplomacy is the basic tool of state interaction in 
international politics.  This is because the process of reaching 
international decisions is through diplomacy.  Thus, states maintain a 
formal diplomatic apparatus for conducting politics with other states.  
Diplomacy according to Barridge (2005: 1): 

“Is an essentially political activity and, well resourced 
and skilful, a major ingredient of power.  Its chief 
purp3ose is to enable states to secure the objectives of 
their foreign policies without resort to force, propaganda, 
or law.  It follows that diplomacy consists of 
communication between officials designed to promote 
foreign policy either by formal agreement or tacit 
adjustment.” 

It is very clear from the above that there is a distinction between foreign 
policy and diplomacy.  It is a peaceful means of settling disputes at the 
international system.  However, since we talk of diplomacy, it is 
important to know those who carry out its functions.  In this respect, 
diplomats are the eyes and ears of government in other countries. 
a diplomat is the spokes- person of his government in other countries.

The Functions of a Diplomat 
The work of a diplomat may be broken down into four basic functions: 

• representation 
• negotiation 
• reporting 
• the protection of the interests of the nation and of its citizens in 

foreign lands.   

Another major function of ambassadors and the rest of the diplomatic 
corps are to gather information about the state to which they are 
posted: commercial information, political information and military 
information. 

These functions are closely interrelated.  In the same vein, the highest 
diplomatic official representing a country in another country is known as 

 

 

legal instrument which a given state uses in 
achieving its foreign policy objectives.  It refers to the use of tact, 
common sense and intelligence to reach agreements, compromises and 
settlements with other actors. It is the official state-to-state contact of 
communication usually through the representatives of the state.  It is also 
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Diplomacy is the basic tool of state interaction in international politics. 

Diplomacy as an Instrument of International Politics  

tool of state interaction in 
international politics.  This is because the process of reaching 
international decisions is through diplomacy.  Thus, states maintain a 
formal diplomatic apparatus for conducting politics with other states.  

“Is an essentially political activity and, well resourced 
and skilful, a major ingredient of power.  Its chief 
purp3ose is to enable states to secure the objectives of 
their foreign policies without resort to force, propaganda, 

aw.  It follows that diplomacy consists of 
communication between officials designed to promote 
foreign policy either by formal agreement or tacit 

It is very clear from the above that there is a distinction between foreign 
It is a peaceful means of settling disputes at the 

international system.  However, since we talk of diplomacy, it is 
important to know those who carry out its functions.  In this respect, 
diplomats are the eyes and ears of government in other countries.  That is, 

person of his government in other countries. 

The work of a diplomat may be broken down into four basic functions:  

ation and of its citizens in 

Another major function of ambassadors and the rest of the diplomatic 
corps are to gather information about the state to which they are 
posted: commercial information, political information and military 

These functions are closely interrelated.  In the same vein, the highest 
diplomatic official representing a country in another country is known as 
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ambassador.  Ambassadors are the officials charged by their state to 
conduct high-level politics with the state to which they are posted.  A 
state appoints only a single ambassador to another state, and that person 
will be based in the capital city. Ambassadors, or even higher officials 
from the foreign ministry, will represent the state in negotiations over 
major agreements.  Another major function of ambassadors and the rest 
of the diplomatic corps are to gather information about the state to which 
they are posted: commercial information, political information and 
military information. 

Economic Measures 

Economic instruments include the raising or lowering of tariff barriers or 
the use of blocked currency, barter or the quota system for licensing 
imports and exports.  It can also be through embargoes, boycotts, aid and 
sanctions.  For instance, assistance to poor states has offered a useful 
instrument for ensuring cooperation.  In the same vein, for several years 
during the apartheid system in South Africa, comprehensive and 
mandatory sanctions were imposed by the international community in 
order to effect a fundamental change in the apartheid structure. 

Military 

Military as instrument of foreign policy is used mainly when other 
instruments fail to achieve the desired goal.  The ultimate military 
instrument is war, which Von Clausewitz called “politics continued by 
other means”. 

Propaganda 

With the development of the means of mass communication through 
radio, the press, motion pictures, and television, propaganda has been an 
effective instrument of foreign policy.  Propaganda is described as the act 
of influencing, in a desired direction, the domestic environment of the 
decision-makers of other states to decrease their ability to oppose. 
Propaganda techniques also include cultural programmes, distribution of 
books and literature.  The main aim of propaganda is to influence the 
mind of the people.  Some people also call propaganda a psychological 
instrument.  You must take into consideration that the art of propaganda 
knows no national boundaries and is accepted by the leaders of all states. 

 
Discussion Activity 

What are the most important roles of Embassies and High Commissions in the 

conduct of foreign policy of States? 

Post response on Study Session three forum page on course website. 
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Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary

 
Summary 

In this Study Session, we learnt
governments used to guide their actions in the international arena.  Foreign 
policy is a guide to actions taken beyond the boundaries of the state to 
further the goals of the state.  The intention of foreign policy
the behaviour of other actors, even if only in general terms.  On the other 
hand, diplomacy is the techniques often adopted by states in order to 
achieve their foreign policy objectives.  Therefore, diplomacy is the basic 
tool of state intera
function of diplomacy are known as diplomats. Diplomats’ functions 
include representation, negotiation, reporting and protection of citizen’s 
and state interests in foreign land.  The highest diplom
ambassador.

AssessmentAssessmentAssessmentAssessment    

 

Assessment 

Required

 

Issues in International Politics 

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary    

In this Study Session, we learnt that foreign policy is the strategy that 
governments used to guide their actions in the international arena.  Foreign 
policy is a guide to actions taken beyond the boundaries of the state to 
further the goals of the state.  The intention of foreign policy
the behaviour of other actors, even if only in general terms.  On the other 
hand, diplomacy is the techniques often adopted by states in order to 
achieve their foreign policy objectives.  Therefore, diplomacy is the basic 
tool of state interaction in international politics.  Those who carry out the 
function of diplomacy are known as diplomats. Diplomats’ functions 
include representation, negotiation, reporting and protection of citizen’s 
and state interests in foreign land.  The highest diplom
ambassador. 

Required 
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Study Session4 

Structure of the International Structure of the International Structure of the International Structure of the International 
Political EconomyPolitical EconomyPolitical EconomyPolitical Economy    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In the previous study session, we examined how state make and carry out 
diplomacy within the context of foreign policy analysis. In this Study 
Session, we shall discuss the theoretical approaches to international 
political economy, international trade, the new international economic 
order, North-South dichotomy, the Bretton Woods Institutions, the 
activities of non-state actors in international politics and the role of 
institutions in economic policy debates, with emphasis on the World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund. 

 

4.1 Theoretical Approach4.1 Theoretical Approach4.1 Theoretical Approach4.1 Theoretical Approacheseseses    to the Study of to the Study of to the Study of to the Study of 
International Political EconomyInternational Political EconomyInternational Political EconomyInternational Political Economy    

Political Economy  The 
study of ways in which 
economics and 
government policies 
interacts. 

Scholars of international political economy study the politics of 
international economic activities (Oatley 2009, Frieden and Lake 2000).  
The increasing importance of international political economy is the result 
of several trends.  First, transactions (trade, investment, lending) among 
national economies have been increasing dramatically.  The number of 
interactions between nations has grown both in absolute terms and as a 
share of total economic activity.  Second, there has been a rapid growth in 
national government responsibility for economic policies.  Citizens 
increasingly expect their governments to formulate economic and social 
policy objectives in addition to political objectives.  Third, as these 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

4.1 discuss mercantilism as the root of international political 
economy. 

4.2 point out global- South response to the NIEO. 
4.3 highlight the role of MNCs in international politics 
4.4 discuss the operation of World bank. 
4.5 Examine the IMF policies. 
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economic issues become subject to public discussion,
visible to individuals and groups that are potentially affected by the 
decisions.  As a result of the increased visibility of economic issues, the 
policy outcomes are more politicized and more controversial.

 
Reflection  

Citizens increas
and social policy objectives in addition to political objectives

 

Statism The theory, or its 
practice, that economic and 
political power should be 
controlled by a central 
government leaving 
regional government and 
the individual with relatively 
little say in political matters. 

Marxism A political 
ideology based on the 
theories of Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels 

Views concerning international political economy are grounded in the 
economic variations of three contending schools of thought: liberalism, 
realism (whose economic variation is termed 
and radical 
economic views differ from one another with regard to conceptions of 
basic human nature; the relationship between individuals, society, the 
state, and markets; and the relationship between domestic and 
international society. Th
economic distribution and redistribution in international political 
economy (Mingst, 1999).

4.1.1 Mercantilism4.1.1 Mercantilism4.1.1 Mercantilism4.1.1 Mercantilism

This is the oldest approach to international political economy.  It is often 
expressed as the eco
generally shares with realism the belief that each state must protect its 
own interests at the expense of others 
organizations to create a framework for mutual gains.  

Mercantilists therefore emphasize relative power (as do realists): what 
matters is not so much a state’s absolute amount of well
position relative to rival states.  Put differently, mercantilism emphasizes 
the role of the state 
all economic activities to the goal of a state 
the maintenance of the state’s security and military power.  With 
economic policy subservient to the state and its interests, politics 
determine
natural aggressiveness and conflict oriented tendencies and to make 
economic policies that enhance state power.

Note  

With economic policy subservient to the state and its interests, politics
determines economics.  Thus politics and the state are used to curb man’s 
natural aggressiveness and conflict oriented tendencies and to make 
economic policies that enhance state power.

Mercantilism holds that the importance of economic transactions lies
their implications for the military. States worry about relative wealth and 
trade because these can be translated directly into military power.  
Although military power is generally not useful in economic negotiations, 
mercantilists believe that the ou
for military power.

Issues in International Politics 

economic issues become subject to public discussion,
visible to individuals and groups that are potentially affected by the 
decisions.  As a result of the increased visibility of economic issues, the 
policy outcomes are more politicized and more controversial.

Citizens increasingly expect their governments to formulate economic 
and social policy objectives in addition to political objectives

Views concerning international political economy are grounded in the 
economic variations of three contending schools of thought: liberalism, 
realism (whose economic variation is termed statism
and radical Marxism .  Like their theoretical political counterparts, these 
economic views differ from one another with regard to conceptions of 
basic human nature; the relationship between individuals, society, the 
state, and markets; and the relationship between domestic and 
international society. These contending views shape the major debates on 
economic distribution and redistribution in international political 
economy (Mingst, 1999). 

4.1.1 Mercantilism4.1.1 Mercantilism4.1.1 Mercantilism4.1.1 Mercantilism    

This is the oldest approach to international political economy.  It is often 
expressed as the economic interpretation of realism.  Mercantilism 
generally shares with realism the belief that each state must protect its 
own interests at the expense of others – not relying on international 
organizations to create a framework for mutual gains.  

Mercantilists therefore emphasize relative power (as do realists): what 
matters is not so much a state’s absolute amount of well
position relative to rival states.  Put differently, mercantilism emphasizes 
the role of the state – here the term “statism” – and the subordination of 
all economic activities to the goal of a state – building, which includes 
the maintenance of the state’s security and military power.  With 
economic policy subservient to the state and its interests, politics 
determines economics.  Thus politics and the state are used to curb man’s 
natural aggressiveness and conflict oriented tendencies and to make 
economic policies that enhance state power. 

With economic policy subservient to the state and its interests, politics
determines economics.  Thus politics and the state are used to curb man’s 
natural aggressiveness and conflict oriented tendencies and to make 
economic policies that enhance state power. 

Mercantilism holds that the importance of economic transactions lies
their implications for the military. States worry about relative wealth and 
trade because these can be translated directly into military power.  
Although military power is generally not useful in economic negotiations, 
mercantilists believe that the outcome of economic negotiations matters 
for military power. 
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determines economics.  Thus politics and the state are used to curb man’s 
natural aggressiveness and conflict oriented tendencies and to make 
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4.1.2 Economic Liberalism4.1.2 Economic Liberalism4.1.2 Economic Liberalism4.1.2 Economic Liberalism

It holds that by building international organizations, institutions, and 
norms, states can mutually benefit from economic exchanges.  It matters 
little to liberals whether
whether the state’s wealth is increasing in absolute terms.  Economic 
liberalism does suggest desirable economic policies (open markets, free 
trade, free flow of goods and services) and minimal role for poli
institutions. 

4.1.3 Radicalism4.1.3 Radicalism4.1.3 Radicalism4.1.3 Radicalism

Radical approach to the study of IPE has been influenced by Marxist 
ideas.  Advocates of radicalism believe that economic structure 
determines politics.  They argue that the way the world is organized 
economically dete
contrast to liberals, radicals do not expect that social harmony can be 
achieved among individuals of different classes.  Like realists, they are 
suspicious of what may appear on the surface to be coopera
arrangements between states, especially states at different stages of 
economic development.

 
Tip  

...economic relations between the developed countries of the North and 
developing countries of the South are fundamentally unequal.

 

For the 
the North and developing countries of the South are fundamentally 
unequal. But while realists believe that international cooperation is 
undertaken for the benefit of the most powerful states i
system, radicals argue that it is the international capitalist class that 
benefits.  Capitalists in the advanced industrialized countries obviously 
gain from international trade and foreign investment by their 
Multinational cooperation 
countries profit from unequal economic relations.  The radical 
perspective is still relevant despite the collapse of Soviet 
as a viable political 

4.2 4.2 4.2 4.2 International TradeInternational TradeInternational TradeInternational Trade
International trade is the exchange of goods and services for financial or 
other returns between nations in the international system. Historically, the 
major concerns of international economies have been: 

Study Session4Structure of the International Political Economy

4.1.2 Economic Liberalism4.1.2 Economic Liberalism4.1.2 Economic Liberalism4.1.2 Economic Liberalism    

It holds that by building international organizations, institutions, and 
norms, states can mutually benefit from economic exchanges.  It matters 
little to liberals whether one state gains more or less than another; just 
whether the state’s wealth is increasing in absolute terms.  Economic 
liberalism does suggest desirable economic policies (open markets, free 
trade, free flow of goods and services) and minimal role for poli
institutions.  

4.1.3 Radicalism4.1.3 Radicalism4.1.3 Radicalism4.1.3 Radicalism    

Radical approach to the study of IPE has been influenced by Marxist 
ideas.  Advocates of radicalism believe that economic structure 
determines politics.  They argue that the way the world is organized 
economically determines how international politics is conducted.  In 
contrast to liberals, radicals do not expect that social harmony can be 
achieved among individuals of different classes.  Like realists, they are 
suspicious of what may appear on the surface to be coopera
arrangements between states, especially states at different stages of 
economic development. 

...economic relations between the developed countries of the North and 
developing countries of the South are fundamentally unequal.

For the radicals, economic relations between the developed countries of 
the North and developing countries of the South are fundamentally 
unequal. But while realists believe that international cooperation is 
undertaken for the benefit of the most powerful states i
system, radicals argue that it is the international capitalist class that 
benefits.  Capitalists in the advanced industrialized countries obviously 
gain from international trade and foreign investment by their 
Multinational cooperation (MNCs), but even capitalists in less developed 
countries profit from unequal economic relations.  The radical 
perspective is still relevant despite the collapse of Soviet 
as a viable political – economic model for society. 

International TradeInternational TradeInternational TradeInternational Trade    
International trade is the exchange of goods and services for financial or 
other returns between nations in the international system. Historically, the 
major concerns of international economies have been: 

i. The relationship between international trade and production 
capacity of a nation i.e. what gains should be derived from the 
division of labour, specialization and exchange.

ii. The balance of payment problem i.e. the relationship between 
domestic demand and the terms of trade. 

Structure of the International Political Economy 
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It holds that by building international organizations, institutions, and 
norms, states can mutually benefit from economic exchanges.  It matters 

one state gains more or less than another; just 
whether the state’s wealth is increasing in absolute terms.  Economic 
liberalism does suggest desirable economic policies (open markets, free 
trade, free flow of goods and services) and minimal role for political 

Radical approach to the study of IPE has been influenced by Marxist 
ideas.  Advocates of radicalism believe that economic structure 
determines politics.  They argue that the way the world is organized 

rmines how international politics is conducted.  In 
contrast to liberals, radicals do not expect that social harmony can be 
achieved among individuals of different classes.  Like realists, they are 
suspicious of what may appear on the surface to be cooperative economic 
arrangements between states, especially states at different stages of 

...economic relations between the developed countries of the North and 
developing countries of the South are fundamentally unequal. 

radicals, economic relations between the developed countries of 
the North and developing countries of the South are fundamentally 
unequal. But while realists believe that international cooperation is 
undertaken for the benefit of the most powerful states in the international 
system, radicals argue that it is the international capitalist class that 
benefits.  Capitalists in the advanced industrialized countries obviously 
gain from international trade and foreign investment by their 

(MNCs), but even capitalists in less developed 
countries profit from unequal economic relations.  The radical 
perspective is still relevant despite the collapse of Soviet – style socialism 

International trade is the exchange of goods and services for financial or 
other returns between nations in the international system. Historically, the 
major concerns of international economies have been:  

national trade and production 
capacity of a nation i.e. what gains should be derived from the 
division of labour, specialization and exchange. 
The balance of payment problem i.e. the relationship between 
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The basic ju
one for domestic trade 
trading, every individual or nation concentrates on producing things it can 
produce best while trading to obtain th
efficiently.

The basic principles behind international trade have been known for a 
long time.  Adam Smith, writing in the Eighteenth century, argued that 
states trade because some states can produce some goods more efficiently 
than others.  The gains from trade have an absolute advantage in the 
production of some goods.  The British economist David Ricardo (1772 
1823) extended these principles to situations in which a state possessed 
only a comparative advantage.  That is, sta
those products that they can produce the most efficiently, relative to other 
states.  Because each state differs in its ability to produce specific 
products; because of differences in the natural resource base, labour force 
characteristics and land values 
that which it can produce relatively the most efficiently and import goods 
that other states can produce more efficiently.  Thus, gains from trade are 
maximized for all.
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Basically, it is assumed that there are gains from international trade 
which accrue to the trading states.  In addition, the specialization of 
labour further increases these gains.  Let us consider the production of 
cars and trucks i
produce both cars and trucks using fewer workers than in Canada, 
making production less expensive in the United States.  Under the 
principle of absolute advantage, the United States would manufacture 
both cars and trucks and export both to Canada.  However, under 
comparative advantage, each country should specialize 
States producing the car where it has relative advantage in that production 
and Canada, the truck.  By trading cars for trucks
specialization.  You must note that the worst that could happen to a state 
which engages in international trade is that gains might not be as great as 
those of others but in theory it can never lose.  In other words, there can 
only 
states.

The economic benefits of trade, however, come with some political 
drawbacks.  First, long
state begins to import goods that it had b
economy may be disrupted; workers may need to retrain and find new 
jobs and capital may not be easy to convert to new uses.  Second, the 
benefits and costs of trade tend to be unevenly distributed within a state.  
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The basic justification for international trade is essentially the same as the 
one for domestic trade – the general increase in the national wealth.  In 
trading, every individual or nation concentrates on producing things it can 
produce best while trading to obtain those things it cannot produce 
efficiently. 

The basic principles behind international trade have been known for a 
long time.  Adam Smith, writing in the Eighteenth century, argued that 
states trade because some states can produce some goods more efficiently 
than others.  The gains from trade have an absolute advantage in the 
production of some goods.  The British economist David Ricardo (1772 
1823) extended these principles to situations in which a state possessed 
only a comparative advantage.  That is, states should produce and export 
those products that they can produce the most efficiently, relative to other 
states.  Because each state differs in its ability to produce specific 
products; because of differences in the natural resource base, labour force 

aracteristics and land values – each state should produce and export 
that which it can produce relatively the most efficiently and import goods 
that other states can produce more efficiently.  Thus, gains from trade are 
maximized for all. 

You must note that the worst that could happen to a state which engages 
in international trade is that gains might not be as great as those of others 
but in theory it can never lose.  In other words, there can only be 
difference in the size of gains which accrue to the respective states.

Basically, it is assumed that there are gains from international trade 
which accrue to the trading states.  In addition, the specialization of 
labour further increases these gains.  Let us consider the production of 
cars and trucks in the United States and Canada.  The United States can 
produce both cars and trucks using fewer workers than in Canada, 
making production less expensive in the United States.  Under the 
principle of absolute advantage, the United States would manufacture 
oth cars and trucks and export both to Canada.  However, under 

comparative advantage, each country should specialize 
States producing the car where it has relative advantage in that production 
and Canada, the truck.  By trading cars for trucks, each country gains by 
specialization.  You must note that the worst that could happen to a state 
which engages in international trade is that gains might not be as great as 
those of others but in theory it can never lose.  In other words, there can 
only be difference in the size of gains which accrue to the respective 
states. 

The economic benefits of trade, however, come with some political 
drawbacks.  First, long-term benefits may incur short
state begins to import goods that it had been producing domestically, its 
economy may be disrupted; workers may need to retrain and find new 
jobs and capital may not be easy to convert to new uses.  Second, the 
benefits and costs of trade tend to be unevenly distributed within a state.  
Also, Third World countries lose their trade with the west because of the 
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absence of certain conditions of the theory of comparative advantage.  
The theory assumes that there will be free flow of goods across national 
boundaries.  It also assumed that trading partne
equivalent i.e. political and social parity.  From this perspective, Third 
World countries cannot exhibit parity with the West and benefit from the 
theory of comparative advantage because:

iii.

In spite of the flaws in the theory of comparative advantage, worldwide is 
maximized if states engage in international trade.

4.3 New International Economic Order4.3 New International Economic Order4.3 New International Economic Order4.3 New International Economic Order
The division between the developed North and the least developed South 
is more than geographic; 
differences. Countries in the South have responded in several ways to 
these problems with world economic regimes.  During the late 1960s, the 
newly named Group of 77, a coalition of countries of the South, a
the charter of Algiers, which advocated global economic change.  Also in 
the 1970s, many poor and middle
political coalition to push for restructuring the world economy so as to 
make North
A summit meeting of the nonaligned movement in 1973 first called for a 
New International Economic Order 
brought their demands to a special session of the United Nations in May 
1974, signal
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The South sought changes in six major areas of 
relations and these are:
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absence of certain conditions of the theory of comparative advantage.  
The theory assumes that there will be free flow of goods across national 
boundaries.  It also assumed that trading partner would exhibit a rough 
equivalent i.e. political and social parity.  From this perspective, Third 
World countries cannot exhibit parity with the West and benefit from the 
theory of comparative advantage because: 

i. They are target of major international rivalries
ii. They are concerned into becoming mono-

economies that depend on only one product 
iii.  They typically get far less income for their products because a 

few Multinational Corporations usually control their production 
and marketing  

spite of the flaws in the theory of comparative advantage, worldwide is 
maximized if states engage in international trade. 

4.3 New International Economic Order4.3 New International Economic Order4.3 New International Economic Order4.3 New International Economic Order    
The division between the developed North and the least developed South 
is more than geographic; it is punctuated by sharp economic and political 
differences. Countries in the South have responded in several ways to 
these problems with world economic regimes.  During the late 1960s, the 
newly named Group of 77, a coalition of countries of the South, a
the charter of Algiers, which advocated global economic change.  Also in 
the 1970s, many poor and middle-income states tried to form a broad 
political coalition to push for restructuring the world economy so as to 
make North-South economic transactions more favourable to the South.  
A summit meeting of the nonaligned movement in 1973 first called for a 
New International Economic Order (NIEO) (Hudson, 2005). The group 
brought their demands to a special session of the United Nations in May 
1974, signalling their call for a NIEO. 

The division between the developed North and the least developed 
South is more than geographic; it is punctuated by sharp economic and 
political differences 

The South sought changes in six major areas of international economic 
relations and these are: 

1. Change the terms of international trade: Stabilize, then raise, the 
price of exports from the South for primary commodities (coffee, 
cocoa, tin and sugar) to keep up with the price of capital goods 
and finished products (computers, automobiles, machinery) 
imported from the developed North.  Index price regulation, and 
establish commodity cartels and multilateral commodities 
agreements. 

2. Establish a common fund: Link prices of commodities together in 
order to establish a joint fund to help countries whose economies 
have been adversely affected by price declines.

3. Regulate Multinational corporations: Regulate to require 
technology transfer from the MNCs to the South.
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4. Relieve the debt burden of the South: Restructure debt burdens, 
reduce interest rates, and/or cancel debt. 

5. Increase foreign aid to the South: Improve the terms and 
conditions of aid; grants and untied aid are preferred. 

6. Change the structure of the World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund: Modify the weighted voting system, so that the 
South can use these organizations more effectively. 

The above proposals are unified by the belief that fundamental change in 
international political economy is necessary and that regulation of both 
markets (prices, exports), and institutions (donor states, multinational 
corporations, the World Bank, and IMF) is imperative.  You must take 
into consideration that these demands are consistent with the radical 
theoretical perspective in international political economy. 

The success of the organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) provided a model in part, for the demands of the South. 
Recalling the success of Muammar Gaddafi’s nationalization of the 
Libyan oil industry in 1973 and the dramatic increases of petroleum 
prices that followed, the oil exporters formed and strengthened the OPEC 
cartel.  In 1974, the Arab members of OPEC used an embargo to 
withhold oil from states supporting Israel, causing both a significant 
increase in oil prices, but also substantial economic disruption in the 
United States and the Netherland, both of which were embargoed. 

Similarly, the South won some concessions through the 1975 Lome 
Convention, which gave countries of the South preferential access to 
European markets and more favourable terms for commodity price-
stabilization plans.  Some states of the South were able to reschedule their 
debts, in part through innovative refinancing plans.  However, on most 
critical issues, the North refused to negotiate concessions.  No common 
fund was established. No mandatory code to regulate multinational 
corporations was negotiated.  No widespread debt cancellation was 
undertaken.  No major changes were made in the World Bank or IMF 
institutional structures. 

It should be added that the major problem that states from the South 
(especially African states) have had in their endeavour to achieve success 
in search for a NIEO is that it cannot be achieved merely by expecting the 
Western world to give up some of its privileges.  In this context, the 
NIEO never became much more than a rallying cry for the global South, 
partly because of the South’s lack of power and partly because disparities 
within the South created divergent interests among states there. 

4.4 Multinational Corporations in the Internationa4.4 Multinational Corporations in the Internationa4.4 Multinational Corporations in the Internationa4.4 Multinational Corporations in the International l l l 
SystemsSystemsSystemsSystems    

To liberals, institutions play a key role in developing and shaping policy 
debates, making commitments credible, reducing transaction costs, and 
reciprocity among participants.  Marxists, on the other hand, generally 
see these same institutions as exploitative actors in the stratified 



 

 

 

 

 
 

international economy.  As you might expect, then, adherents of these 
two theoretical perspectives disagree about the roles and usefulness of 
different kinds of institutions involved in the policy debates over 
intern
Woods institutions.

One of the most significant developments in the post
has been the growth of multinational corporations (MNCs).  MNCs are 
companies based in one state w
operating in other states.  There is no exact definition, but the clearest 
case of an MNC is a large corporation that operates on a worldwide basis 
in many countries simultaneously, with fixed facilities and employee
each.  There is also no exact count of the total number of MNCs, but most 
estimates are in the tens of thousands worldwide.

Most important are industrial corporations, which make goods in 
factories in various countries and sell them to businesses and 
in various countries.  The automobile, oil and electronics industries have 
the largest MNCs.  Almost all of the largest MNCs are based in G8 state 
(UN: World Investment Report 1994).

One should note that MNCs are regarded as non
actors because their activities within the international system are based on 
their recognition as independent activities, not acting on the behalf of any 
state.  MNCs are therefore persons or subjects of international law in 
which they can sue and ca
international law.  Thus, MNCs are firms with foreign subsidiaries which 
extend the production and marketing of their products beyond the 
boundaries of one single country.  In other words, MNCs are business 
outlet
transaction transcends the boundary of any single state.

The role of MNCs in international political relations is complex and in 
some dispute.  Some scholars see MNCs as virtually being agent
home national governments.  This view is associated with mercartilism, 
in which economic activity ultimately serves political authorities; thus 
MNCs have clear national identifies and act as members of their national 
society under state authorit
variant of this theme (from a more revolutionary world view) considers 
national governments as being agents of their MNCs, state interventions 
(economic and military) serve private, monied interests.

Note  

One shou

because their activities within the international system are based on their 

recognition as independent activities, not acting on the behalf of any state.  MNCs 

are therefore persons or sub

be sued as recognized individuals within international law.  

As independent actors
powerful.  Also, giant MNCs contribute to global interdependence
Brooks (2005) rightly observed:
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international economy.  As you might expect, then, adherents of these 
two theoretical perspectives disagree about the roles and usefulness of 
different kinds of institutions involved in the policy debates over 
international economic issues: multinational corporations and the Bretton 
Woods institutions. 

One of the most significant developments in the post
has been the growth of multinational corporations (MNCs).  MNCs are 
companies based in one state with affiliated branches or subsidiaries 
operating in other states.  There is no exact definition, but the clearest 
case of an MNC is a large corporation that operates on a worldwide basis 
in many countries simultaneously, with fixed facilities and employee
each.  There is also no exact count of the total number of MNCs, but most 
estimates are in the tens of thousands worldwide. 

Most important are industrial corporations, which make goods in 
factories in various countries and sell them to businesses and 
in various countries.  The automobile, oil and electronics industries have 
the largest MNCs.  Almost all of the largest MNCs are based in G8 state 
(UN: World Investment Report 1994). 

One should note that MNCs are regarded as non-state or transnat
actors because their activities within the international system are based on 
their recognition as independent activities, not acting on the behalf of any 
state.  MNCs are therefore persons or subjects of international law in 
which they can sue and can be sued as recognized individuals within 
international law.  Thus, MNCs are firms with foreign subsidiaries which 
extend the production and marketing of their products beyond the 
boundaries of one single country.  In other words, MNCs are business 
outlets who, in their quest for profit maximization, ensure that their 
transaction transcends the boundary of any single state.

The role of MNCs in international political relations is complex and in 
some dispute.  Some scholars see MNCs as virtually being agent
home national governments.  This view is associated with mercartilism, 
in which economic activity ultimately serves political authorities; thus 
MNCs have clear national identifies and act as members of their national 
society under state authority (Goldstein and Pevehouse, 2011: 340). A 
variant of this theme (from a more revolutionary world view) considers 
national governments as being agents of their MNCs, state interventions 
(economic and military) serve private, monied interests.

One should note that MNCs are regarded as non-state or transnational actors 

because their activities within the international system are based on their 

recognition as independent activities, not acting on the behalf of any state.  MNCs 

are therefore persons or subjects of international law in which they can sue and can 

be sued as recognized individuals within international law.   

As independent actors in the international arena, MNCs are increasingly 
powerful.  Also, giant MNCs contribute to global interdependence
Brooks (2005) rightly observed: 
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international economy.  As you might expect, then, adherents of these 
two theoretical perspectives disagree about the roles and usefulness of 
different kinds of institutions involved in the policy debates over 
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One of the most significant developments in the post-World War II era 
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“They are so deeply entwined in so many states that 
they have a profound interest in the stable operation of 
the international system-in security affairs as well as 
in trade and monetary relations.” 

Basically, MNCs are motivated by the desire to maximize profit while 
substantially minimizing cost.  In this sense, they produce goods and 
services in areas where factors of production are cheap; thereby market 
them where they could achieve higher prices and wide profit margin.  
This explains why their products in Nigeria are moved for sale sometimes 
in Egypt or India. While what they discovered is cheaply available in 
Gambia are readily moved for sales in Japan.  To this end, MNCs are 
interested in maximum profits. 

Let me now tell you the impacts of MNCs on Third World countries and 
their economy.  Two sharply opposing camps are identifiable each 
viewing the activities of the MNCs from a negative perspective.  The 
parent countries see MNCs as contributing towards the economic 
efficiency of the Third World to their detriment.  While the Third World 
is of the general opinion that MNCs protect the interest of the advanced 
countries which are, invariably, inimical to their collective interest and 
development.  The Western Europeans, who are mostly the parent 
country of these corporations, also accuse them of having a negative 
impact on their countries.  They allege that by exporting technology to 
the host countries, they create unemployment situation in their parent 
countries which are to the advantage of the host countries, as jobs which 
would have accrued to the parent country, are being performed by the 
nationals of the host countries. 

More important, the MNCs demobilize the resources of the Third World.  
They stagnate their labour resources to suit their profit motivated 
objectives. MNCs adopt strategies which handicaps the labour aspiration 
in Africa, Latin America and Asia.  Armed with their technology, capital 
and technical know-how they take advantage of cheap labour and raw 
materials in these countries.  Where the labour union in one subsidiary 
demand for improved condition of service, they are replaced with 
personnel and skilled labour from another host country.  In this way, they 
avoid the ability of labour in those places to negotiate for incentives and 
increase in wages. 

In addition, MNCs are obstructive agents militating against the 
development of the Third World countries, this they do through the 
monopolization of all official public construction and rehabilitation 
projects embarked upon by the Third World countries. Third World 
countries also experience undue interference in their political set up by 
the MNCs.  In the hey-days of the Cold War between Western and 
Eastern Europe, MNCs were the tools used to ensure that their host 
countries thread the path of capitalism.  Nations which attempt the 
socialist ideological inclination risked the possibility of having their 
internal environment destabilized or its leader killed.  It is in the light of 
this, that the MNCs, specifically the International Telephone and 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Telecommunication (ITT) is being alleged to be instrumental to the 
bloody overthrow of president Allande of Chile (Ojo, 1999: 185).

Finally, due to the negative impact of the MNCs, both on political and in 
every facet
therefore agitate for a restraint on the activities of the MNCs.  This 
constitutes a vital and prominent content of the New International 
Economic Order (NICO).  You can read more on NIEO as outl
lecture four.

4.5 World Bank4.5 World Bank4.5 World Bank4.5 World Bank
The World Bank was designed initially to facilitate reconstruction in 
post
for Reconstruction and Development.  During the 1950s, the World Bank 
shifted
generates capital funds from member state contributions and borrowing in 
international financial markets.  Like all banks, its purpose is to loan 
these funds, with interest, to states for their 
projects.  Its lending is not designed to replace private capital but to 
facilitate the use of private capital.  Over the years, a high proportion of 
the World Bank’s funding has been used for infrastructure projects, 
including hydroel
and highways and agric business ventures.

In order to meet the needs of developing countries, the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) and the International Development 
Association (IDA) were creat
provides capital to the poorest countries, usually in the form of interest
free loans.  Repayment schedules of fifty years theoretically allow the 
least developed countries time to reach “economic take off” and s
growth.  Funds for IDA need to be continually replenished by major 
donor countries.  The IFC provides loans to promote the growth of 
private enterprises in developing countries.  In 1988 the Multilateral 
Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) was added 
group.  This agency’s goal 
to less
losses.  Such losses may result from expropriation, government currency 
restrictions, and civi
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Like all banks, its purpose is to loan these funds, with interest, to states for their 

economic development projects.  Its lending is not designed to replace private 

capital but to facilitate the use of private capital.  Ove

proportion of the World Bank’s funding has been used for infrastructure projects, 

including hydroelectric dams, basic transportation needs such as bridges and 

highways and agric business ventures.

 

The World Bank has changed its orientation over time, moving from an 
emphasis on major infrastructure projects in the 1950s and 1960s to basic 
human needs and poverty reduction in the 1970s, to private sector 
participation in the 1980s, as pushed by the Un
on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  In 
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Telecommunication (ITT) is being alleged to be instrumental to the 
bloody overthrow of president Allande of Chile (Ojo, 1999: 185).

Finally, due to the negative impact of the MNCs, both on political and in 
every facet of life in the Third World countries, Third World countries 
therefore agitate for a restraint on the activities of the MNCs.  This 
constitutes a vital and prominent content of the New International 
Economic Order (NICO).  You can read more on NIEO as outl
lecture four. 

4.5 World Bank4.5 World Bank4.5 World Bank4.5 World Bank    
The World Bank was designed initially to facilitate reconstruction in 
post-World War II Europe, hence its formal name: the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development.  During the 1950s, the World Bank 
shifted its primary emphasis from reconstruction to development.  It 
generates capital funds from member state contributions and borrowing in 
international financial markets.  Like all banks, its purpose is to loan 
these funds, with interest, to states for their economic development 
projects.  Its lending is not designed to replace private capital but to 
facilitate the use of private capital.  Over the years, a high proportion of 
the World Bank’s funding has been used for infrastructure projects, 
including hydroelectric dams, basic transportation needs such as bridges 
and highways and agric business ventures. 

In order to meet the needs of developing countries, the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) and the International Development 
Association (IDA) were created in 1956 and 1960, respectively.  The IDA 
provides capital to the poorest countries, usually in the form of interest
free loans.  Repayment schedules of fifty years theoretically allow the 
least developed countries time to reach “economic take off” and s
growth.  Funds for IDA need to be continually replenished by major 
donor countries.  The IFC provides loans to promote the growth of 
private enterprises in developing countries.  In 1988 the Multilateral 
Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) was added 
group.  This agency’s goal – to augment the flow of private equity capital 
to less-developed countries – is met by insuring investments against 
losses.  Such losses may result from expropriation, government currency 
restrictions, and civil war or ethnic conflict. 

Like all banks, its purpose is to loan these funds, with interest, to states for their 

economic development projects.  Its lending is not designed to replace private 

capital but to facilitate the use of private capital.  Over the years, a high 

proportion of the World Bank’s funding has been used for infrastructure projects, 

including hydroelectric dams, basic transportation needs such as bridges and 

highways and agric business ventures. 

The World Bank has changed its orientation over time, moving from an 
emphasis on major infrastructure projects in the 1950s and 1960s to basic 
human needs and poverty reduction in the 1970s, to private sector 
participation in the 1980s, as pushed by the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  In 
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Telecommunication (ITT) is being alleged to be instrumental to the 
bloody overthrow of president Allande of Chile (Ojo, 1999: 185). 

Finally, due to the negative impact of the MNCs, both on political and in 
of life in the Third World countries, Third World countries 

therefore agitate for a restraint on the activities of the MNCs.  This 
constitutes a vital and prominent content of the New International 
Economic Order (NICO).  You can read more on NIEO as outlined in 

The World Bank was designed initially to facilitate reconstruction in 
World War II Europe, hence its formal name: the International Bank 

for Reconstruction and Development.  During the 1950s, the World Bank 
its primary emphasis from reconstruction to development.  It 

generates capital funds from member state contributions and borrowing in 
international financial markets.  Like all banks, its purpose is to loan 

economic development 
projects.  Its lending is not designed to replace private capital but to 
facilitate the use of private capital.  Over the years, a high proportion of 
the World Bank’s funding has been used for infrastructure projects, 

ectric dams, basic transportation needs such as bridges 

In order to meet the needs of developing countries, the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) and the International Development 

ed in 1956 and 1960, respectively.  The IDA 
provides capital to the poorest countries, usually in the form of interest-
free loans.  Repayment schedules of fifty years theoretically allow the 
least developed countries time to reach “economic take off” and sustain 
growth.  Funds for IDA need to be continually replenished by major 
donor countries.  The IFC provides loans to promote the growth of 
private enterprises in developing countries.  In 1988 the Multilateral 
Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) was added to the World Bank 

to augment the flow of private equity capital 
is met by insuring investments against 

losses.  Such losses may result from expropriation, government currency 

Like all banks, its purpose is to loan these funds, with interest, to states for their 

economic development projects.  Its lending is not designed to replace private 

r the years, a high 

proportion of the World Bank’s funding has been used for infrastructure projects, 

including hydroelectric dams, basic transportation needs such as bridges and 

The World Bank has changed its orientation over time, moving from an 
emphasis on major infrastructure projects in the 1950s and 1960s to basic 
human needs and poverty reduction in the 1970s, to private sector 

ited Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  In 
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sustainable development, industrial development is coupled with 
environmental concern.  Furthermore, World Bank funded projects are 
carried out more frequently today by non-governmental groups than in 
previous decades. Involvement of such nongovernmental 
organizations/groups encourages popular local participation. 

Nothing we have said so far should be taken to mean that less-developed 
countries have benefited from the World Bank programmes.  Thus, you 
must put it at the back of your mind that the changes in the World Bank’s 
orientation are not always accepted or appreciated by the less-developed 
countries. 

4.6 International Monetary Fund (IMF)4.6 International Monetary Fund (IMF)4.6 International Monetary Fund (IMF)4.6 International Monetary Fund (IMF)    
Closely linked with the World Bank is the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). Both the World Bank and the IMF are referred to as Washington 
consensus. This is because their headquarters is based in Washington, the 
United States of America. The World Bank and the IMF continue to be 
the pillars of the international financial system. From its establishment, 
the task of the IMF was different: to stabilize exchange rates by providing 
short-term loans for member states confronted by “temporary” balance-
of-payments difficulties.  Originally, the fund established a system of 
fixed exchange rates and, with the United States, guaranteed currency 
convertibility.  From the 1940s to the 1970s, the United States guaranteed 
the stability of this system by fixing the value of the dollar against gold, 
at $35 an ounce.  In 1971, however, this system collapsed, when the 
United States announced that it would no longer guarantee a system of 
fixed exchange rates.  You should be aware that today the exchange rates 
float. 

The technical mechanisms of the IMF are based on each member state’s 
depositing financial reserves with the IMF.  Upon joining the IMF, a state 
is assigned a quota for such deposits, partly of hard currency and partly 
of the state’s own currency.  The quota is based on the size and strength 
of a state’s economy.  A state can then borrow against its quota (even 
exceeding it somewhat) to stabilize its economy in difficult times and 
repay the IMF in subsequent years. 

Hint 

The technical mechanisms of the IMF are based on each member state’s 

depositing financial reserves with the IMF.  Upon joining the IMF, a state is 

assigned a quota for such deposits, partly of hard currency and partly of the 

state’s own currency.  The quota is based on the size and strength of a state’s 

economy. 
 

The IMF and the World Bank use weighted voting system – each state has 
a vote equal to its quota.  Thus the advanced economies control the IMF, 
although nearly all the world’s states are members.  The United States has 
the single largest vote (17 per cent), and as earlier pointed out; its capital 
city (Washington) is headquarters for both the IMF and the World Bank. 
Since the early 1980s, the IMF has played an increasing role in less 
developed countries plagued by persistent, high debts.  Expanding its 
short-term loan function, the IMF provides longer-term loans and the 



 

 

 

 

 
 

“international stamp approval” for other multilateral and bilateral leaders 
as well as private banks.  In return for assistance, the IMF encourages 
Structural Adjustment Programs, requiring countries to institute certain 
policies or to ac
assistance.  These policies include:

With such programs initiated by the IMF, the distinction between the 
IMF and the World Bank has been blurred.  Both play key roles in 
structural adjustment lending, mutually reinforcing each other, bilateral 
donors, and 

Finally, the Bretton Woods institutions have been subject of intense 
criticism.  Critics from the less
conditions or policies such as those identified above are too rigid. Critics 
claim that thes
Such policies often disproportionately affect the disadvantaged sectors of 
the population: the unskilled, women, and the weak.  Some structural 
adjustment policies have led to urban riots (Nepa
Coast in 1990, Nigeria in 1989, Zambia in 1986 and are purportedly 
responsible for the fall of several governments.
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emphasized that econom
the North and developing countries of the South are unequal.  This 
unequal relationship has been demonstrated 
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Study Session4Structure of the International Political Economy

“international stamp approval” for other multilateral and bilateral leaders 
as well as private banks.  In return for assistance, the IMF encourages 
Structural Adjustment Programs, requiring countries to institute certain 
policies or to achieve certain conditions in order to receive IMF 
assistance.  These policies include: 

• Devaluation of the currency. 
• Eliminate subsidies, especially food. 
• Trade liberalization reforms. 
• Cut government bloated payroll. 
• Privatize public enterprises 
• Perform public administration and institutions.

With such programs initiated by the IMF, the distinction between the 
IMF and the World Bank has been blurred.  Both play key roles in 
structural adjustment lending, mutually reinforcing each other, bilateral 
donors, and international banks. 

Finally, the Bretton Woods institutions have been subject of intense 
criticism.  Critics from the less-developing countries argue that the IMF 
conditions or policies such as those identified above are too rigid. Critics 
claim that these policies are instituted without regard for local situation.  
Such policies often disproportionately affect the disadvantaged sectors of 
the population: the unskilled, women, and the weak.  Some structural 
adjustment policies have led to urban riots (Nepa
Coast in 1990, Nigeria in 1989, Zambia in 1986 and are purportedly 
responsible for the fall of several governments. 

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary    

In this Study Session, we have learnt how i
economy remains a critical issue in international politics. There are two 
theories (liberal and radical) to understanding IPE.  Liberals suggests 
open markets, free trade and free flow of goods.  While radicals 
emphasized that economic relations between the developed countries of 
the North and developing countries of the South are unequal.  This 
unequal relationship has been demonstrated clearly in international trade.
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Structure of the International Political Economy 

47 

“international stamp approval” for other multilateral and bilateral leaders 
as well as private banks.  In return for assistance, the IMF encourages 
Structural Adjustment Programs, requiring countries to institute certain 

hieve certain conditions in order to receive IMF 

ic administration and institutions. 

With such programs initiated by the IMF, the distinction between the 
IMF and the World Bank has been blurred.  Both play key roles in 
structural adjustment lending, mutually reinforcing each other, bilateral 

Finally, the Bretton Woods institutions have been subject of intense 
developing countries argue that the IMF 

conditions or policies such as those identified above are too rigid. Critics 
e policies are instituted without regard for local situation.  

Such policies often disproportionately affect the disadvantaged sectors of 
the population: the unskilled, women, and the weak.  Some structural 
adjustment policies have led to urban riots (Nepal in 1992, the Ivory 
Coast in 1990, Nigeria in 1989, Zambia in 1986 and are purportedly 

nternational political 
economy remains a critical issue in international politics. There are two 
theories (liberal and radical) to understanding IPE.  Liberals suggests 
open markets, free trade and free flow of goods.  While radicals 

ic relations between the developed countries of 
the North and developing countries of the South are unequal.  This 
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Study Session5 

Conflict in Conflict in Conflict in Conflict in the International Systemthe International Systemthe International Systemthe International System    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
While there may be formal and informal rules that give rise to a type of 
international system structure, the phenomenal growth of conflict in the 
international system is inevitable. In this Study Session, we shall examine 
the wide range of issues that can cause conflict in the international 
system. 

 

5.1 Causes of Conflict5.1 Causes of Conflict5.1 Causes of Conflict5.1 Causes of Conflict    

Conflict  A disagreement or 
clash between ideas, people 
or states which may 
degenerate to warfare and 
bitter but sporadic struggle. 

Broad generalizations about the causes of conflict have been difficult to 
be defined or explained.  Conflicts do not have a single or simple cause.  
Many theories about conflict have been put forward, but few have 
universal validity.  Levels of analysis can help us organize these theories.  
In man, the State and War, Kenneth Waltz posits that the international 
system is the primary framework of international relations.  But that 
framework exists all the time, so to explain why sometimes conflicts 
actually occur and sometimes they do not, we also need to consider the 
other levels of analysis.  Waltz identified three levels of analysis which 
can be applied to explain the causes of war.  These levels are:  

5.1.1 Individual5.1.1 Individual5.1.1 Individual5.1.1 Individual    

Both the characteristics of individual leaders and the general attributes of 
people have been blamed for conflict. Some individual leaders are 
aggressive and most of the time argues. They use their leadership 
positions to further their causes.  Thus, according to some realists and 
liberals, conflict occurs because of the personal characteristics of major 
leaders. 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

5.1 examine the causes of conflict. 
5.2 discuss the various types of conflict. 
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5.1.2 State5.1.2 State5.1.2 State5.1.2 State

A second level of explanation suggests that conflict occurs because of the 
internal structure of states.  States vary in size, geography, ethnic 
homogeneity, and 
ask ourselves is how do the characteristics of different states affect the 
possibility of conflict?  Which state structures are most correlated with 
the propensity to engage in conflict?

 
Reflection  

Dem

leadership from taking actions leading to conflict.  Democratic leaders hear from 

multiple voices that tend to restrain decision makers and therefore lessen the 

chance of conflict.  

 

There are two contending views on the analysis of conflict at the state 
level.  First is  that of the liberals which posit that democratic states are 
least likely to be engage in conflict; that is the basic position of the theory 
of the democratic peace. 
norms and culture inhibit the leadership from taking actions leading to 
conflict.  Democratic leaders hear from multiple voices that tend to 
restrain decision makers and therefore lessen the chance of conflict. 
states provide outlets for individuals to voice opposing viewpoints, and 
structural mechanisms exist for replacing conflict 
rulers.  To live in such a state, individuals learn the art of compromise.  In 
the process, extreme beha
engaged in periodically and then only if necessary to make a state’s own 
democracy safe.

Hint 
Conflict occurs because of the internal structure of states.  States vary in size, 

geography, ethnic homogeneity, and 
 

Bourgeoisie The social 
class that, according to 
Marxist theory, owns the 
means of producing wealth 
and is regarded as exploiting 
the working class. 

Proletariat Theclass of 
industrial workers, in Marxist 
theory, whose only asset is 
the labour they sell to an 
employer. 

The second is that in which Marxist or radical theorists belong, it offers 
the most thorough critique of liberalism and its economic counterpart, 
capitalism.  They argue that capit
inevitably lead to conflict between the two major social classes within the 
state; the 
and political leadership.  This struggle leads to conflict both internally
and externally, as the state dominated by the entrenched bourgeoisie is 
driven to expand the engine of capitalism at the expense of the proletariat 
and for the economic preservation of the bourgeoisie.

5.1.3 International System5.1.3 International System5.1.3 International System5.1.3 International System

To realists, the anarchica
weak overarching rule of law, which is easily dispensed with when states 
determine it is in their self
authority and ultimate arbiters of disputes; this is where sov
reigns.  Thus, it is states that, when feeling threatened, decide to engage 
in conflict against another. Thus, on all the levels of analysis, competing 
theories offer different explanations for why some conflicts become 
violent and others do not. 
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5.1.2 State5.1.2 State5.1.2 State5.1.2 State    

A second level of explanation suggests that conflict occurs because of the 
internal structure of states.  States vary in size, geography, ethnic 
homogeneity, and economic and political preferences.  The question to 
ask ourselves is how do the characteristics of different states affect the 
possibility of conflict?  Which state structures are most correlated with 
the propensity to engage in conflict? 

Democracies are peaceful because democratic norms and culture inhibit the 

leadership from taking actions leading to conflict.  Democratic leaders hear from 

multiple voices that tend to restrain decision makers and therefore lessen the 

chance of conflict.   

There are two contending views on the analysis of conflict at the state 
level.  First is  that of the liberals which posit that democratic states are 
least likely to be engage in conflict; that is the basic position of the theory 
of the democratic peace.  Democracies are peaceful because democratic 
norms and culture inhibit the leadership from taking actions leading to 
conflict.  Democratic leaders hear from multiple voices that tend to 
restrain decision makers and therefore lessen the chance of conflict. 
states provide outlets for individuals to voice opposing viewpoints, and 
structural mechanisms exist for replacing conflict –
rulers.  To live in such a state, individuals learn the art of compromise.  In 
the process, extreme behaviour like involving in conflict is curbed, 
engaged in periodically and then only if necessary to make a state’s own 
democracy safe. 

onflict occurs because of the internal structure of states.  States vary in size, 

geography, ethnic homogeneity, and economic and political preferences.  

The second is that in which Marxist or radical theorists belong, it offers 
the most thorough critique of liberalism and its economic counterpart, 
capitalism.  They argue that capitalist liberal modes of production 
inevitably lead to conflict between the two major social classes within the 
state; the bourgeoisie and the proletariat , for both economic dominance 
and political leadership.  This struggle leads to conflict both internally
and externally, as the state dominated by the entrenched bourgeoisie is 
driven to expand the engine of capitalism at the expense of the proletariat 
and for the economic preservation of the bourgeoisie.

5.1.3 International System5.1.3 International System5.1.3 International System5.1.3 International System    

To realists, the anarchical international system is governed only by a 
weak overarching rule of law, which is easily dispensed with when states 
determine it is in their self-interest to do so.  States themselves are the 
authority and ultimate arbiters of disputes; this is where sov
reigns.  Thus, it is states that, when feeling threatened, decide to engage 
in conflict against another. Thus, on all the levels of analysis, competing 
theories offer different explanations for why some conflicts become 
violent and others do not.  For these reasons, political scientists cannot 
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level.  First is  that of the liberals which posit that democratic states are 
least likely to be engage in conflict; that is the basic position of the theory 
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norms and culture inhibit the leadership from taking actions leading to 
conflict.  Democratic leaders hear from multiple voices that tend to 
restrain decision makers and therefore lessen the chance of conflict.  Such 
states provide outlets for individuals to voice opposing viewpoints, and 
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yet predict with any confidence which of the world’s many international 
conflicts will lead to war.  We can gain insight, however, by studying 
various types of conflicts to understand better what states are f
about.

5.2 Types of International Conflict5.2 Types of International Conflict5.2 Types of International Conflict5.2 Types of International Conflict
There are at least six types of international conflict: ethnic, religious, 
ideological, territorial, governmental, and economic. The first three are 
conflicts over ideas, the last three conflicts over int
into consideration that these six types of conflict are not mutually 
exclusive, and they overlap considerably in practice.

5.2.1 Ethnic Conflict5.2.1 Ethnic Conflict5.2.1 Ethnic Conflict5.2.1 Ethnic Conflict

Ethnic conflict is quite possibly the most important source of conflict in 
the numerous w
are large group of people who share ancestral, language, cultural or 
religious ties and a common identity (individuals identify with the group).  
Although conflicts between ethnic groups often have mate
notably over territory and government control, ethnic conflict itself arose 
from a dislike or hatred that members of one ethnic group systematically 
feel toward another ethnic group.  Ethnic conflict is thus not based on 
tangible causes (what
someone is).

5.2.2 Religious Conflict5.2.2 Religious Conflict5.2.2 Religious Conflict5.2.2 Religious Conflict

One reason ethnic conflicts often transcend material 
they find expression as religious conflicts.  
community’s value system in mu
practices differ are easily disrespected and treated as unworthy or even 
inhuman. When overlaid on ethnic and territorial conflicts, religion often 
surfaces as the central and most visible division between groups.  F
example, most people in Northern Nigeria are Muslims; most Southern 
Nigerians are Christians. This is a very common pattern in ethnic 
conflicts.

 
Tip  

When overlaid on ethnic and territorial conflicts, religion often surfaces as the 

central and most 

 

Although, members of different religious groups coexist peacefully, but 
religious differences hold the potential to make existing conflicts more 
intractable, because religions involve core values, which are held as 
absolute truth (Appleby, 2000).  This is 
fundamentalist 
Members of these movements organize their lives and communities 
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yet predict with any confidence which of the world’s many international 
conflicts will lead to war.  We can gain insight, however, by studying 
various types of conflicts to understand better what states are f
about. 

5.2 Types of International Conflict5.2 Types of International Conflict5.2 Types of International Conflict5.2 Types of International Conflict    
There are at least six types of international conflict: ethnic, religious, 
ideological, territorial, governmental, and economic. The first three are 
conflicts over ideas, the last three conflicts over interests.  You must put 
into consideration that these six types of conflict are not mutually 
exclusive, and they overlap considerably in practice. 

5.2.1 Ethnic Conflict5.2.1 Ethnic Conflict5.2.1 Ethnic Conflict5.2.1 Ethnic Conflict    

Ethnic conflict is quite possibly the most important source of conflict in 
the numerous wars now occurring throughout the world. Ethnic groups 
are large group of people who share ancestral, language, cultural or 
religious ties and a common identity (individuals identify with the group).  
Although conflicts between ethnic groups often have mate
notably over territory and government control, ethnic conflict itself arose 
from a dislike or hatred that members of one ethnic group systematically 
feel toward another ethnic group.  Ethnic conflict is thus not based on 
tangible causes (what someone does) but on intangible ones (who 
someone is). 

5.2.2 Religious Conflict5.2.2 Religious Conflict5.2.2 Religious Conflict5.2.2 Religious Conflict    

One reason ethnic conflicts often transcend material 
they find expression as religious conflicts.  Religion is the core of a 
community’s value system in much of the world, people whose religious 
practices differ are easily disrespected and treated as unworthy or even 
inhuman. When overlaid on ethnic and territorial conflicts, religion often 
surfaces as the central and most visible division between groups.  F
example, most people in Northern Nigeria are Muslims; most Southern 
Nigerians are Christians. This is a very common pattern in ethnic 
conflicts. 

When overlaid on ethnic and territorial conflicts, religion often surfaces as the 

central and most visible division between groups. 

Although, members of different religious groups coexist peacefully, but 
religious differences hold the potential to make existing conflicts more 
intractable, because religions involve core values, which are held as 
absolute truth (Appleby, 2000).  This is increasingly true as 
fundamentalist movements have gained strength in recent decades.  
Members of these movements organize their lives and communities 
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someone does) but on intangible ones (who 
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example, most people in Northern Nigeria are Muslims; most Southern 
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around their religious belief.  Many are willing to sacrifice, kill and die 
for those beliefs.

Fundamenta
recent decades in Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and other 
religions.  In India, for example, Hindu fundamentalists have provoked 
violent clashes and massacres that have reverberated internatio
2002, a strong emotion of burning, torturing and raping by Hindu 
nationalist extremists killed nearly a thousand Muslims in India’s Gujarat 
state, where the Hindu nationalist party controls the state government.  In 
Israel, Jewish fundamentalist
assassination of Israel’s own prime minister in 1995, to derail Palestinian 
– Israeli peace negotiations (Goldstein and Pevehouse, 2011).  Since we 
talk of fundamentalism, it is interesting to note that fundamentalist 
movements challenge the values and practices of secular political 
organizations i.e. those created apart from religious establishments.  
Another instance is that Christian fundamentalists in the United States 
persuade their government to withdraw from the Un
Population Fund because of that organization’s views on family planning 
and abortion.  Each of these actions runs counter to the norms of the 
international system.

5.2.3 Ideological Conflict5.2.3 Ideological Conflict5.2.3 Ideological Conflict5.2.3 Ideological Conflict

To a large extent, ideology is like religion. It sym
conflicts between groups and states more than it causes them.  For 
realists, ideological differences among states do not matter much, because 
all members of the international system pursue their 
the context of 
global ideological struggle between capitalist democracy and 
communism.  But the alliances and military competitions in that struggle 
were fairly detached from ideological factors.  In the same v
countries that experience revolutions based on strong ideologies tend to 
lose their ideological fervour; be it Iran’s Islamic fundamentalism in 
1979, China’s Marxist communism in 1949, Russia’s Leninist 
communism in 1917, or even United States de
case, the revolutionaries expected that their assumption of power would 
dramatically alter their state’s foreign policy, because in each case their 
ideology had profound international implications. Yet within a few 
decades, each o
national interests above ideological ones.

 
Tip  

Ideological 

the international system pursue their national interests in the cont

relatively fluid alliances.  

 

Lastly, ideology and political philosophies do play some role in 
international politics. In this respect, ideologies can help mobilize 
national populations, such as in war.  For instance, Fascism inflamed 
German nationalism before World War II, legitimizin
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around their religious belief.  Many are willing to sacrifice, kill and die 
for those beliefs. 

Fundamentalist movements have become larger and more powerful in 
recent decades in Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and other 
religions.  In India, for example, Hindu fundamentalists have provoked 
violent clashes and massacres that have reverberated internatio
2002, a strong emotion of burning, torturing and raping by Hindu 
nationalist extremists killed nearly a thousand Muslims in India’s Gujarat 
state, where the Hindu nationalist party controls the state government.  In 
Israel, Jewish fundamentalists have used violence, including the 
assassination of Israel’s own prime minister in 1995, to derail Palestinian 

Israeli peace negotiations (Goldstein and Pevehouse, 2011).  Since we 
talk of fundamentalism, it is interesting to note that fundamentalist 

vements challenge the values and practices of secular political 
organizations i.e. those created apart from religious establishments.  
Another instance is that Christian fundamentalists in the United States 
persuade their government to withdraw from the Un
Population Fund because of that organization’s views on family planning 
and abortion.  Each of these actions runs counter to the norms of the 
international system. 

5.2.3 Ideological Conflict5.2.3 Ideological Conflict5.2.3 Ideological Conflict5.2.3 Ideological Conflict    

To a large extent, ideology is like religion. It symbolizes and intensifies 
conflicts between groups and states more than it causes them.  For 
realists, ideological differences among states do not matter much, because 
all members of the international system pursue their 
the context of relatively fluid alliances.  For example, the Cold War was a 
global ideological struggle between capitalist democracy and 
communism.  But the alliances and military competitions in that struggle 
were fairly detached from ideological factors.  In the same v
countries that experience revolutions based on strong ideologies tend to 
lose their ideological fervour; be it Iran’s Islamic fundamentalism in 
1979, China’s Marxist communism in 1949, Russia’s Leninist 
communism in 1917, or even United States democracy in 1776.  In each 
case, the revolutionaries expected that their assumption of power would 
dramatically alter their state’s foreign policy, because in each case their 
ideology had profound international implications. Yet within a few 
decades, each of these revolutionary governments turned to the pursuit of 
national interests above ideological ones. 

Ideological differences among states do not matter much, because all members of 

the international system pursue their national interests in the cont

relatively fluid alliances.   

Lastly, ideology and political philosophies do play some role in 
international politics. In this respect, ideologies can help mobilize 
national populations, such as in war.  For instance, Fascism inflamed 
German nationalism before World War II, legitimizin
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recent decades in Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and other 
religions.  In India, for example, Hindu fundamentalists have provoked 
violent clashes and massacres that have reverberated internationally.  In 
2002, a strong emotion of burning, torturing and raping by Hindu 
nationalist extremists killed nearly a thousand Muslims in India’s Gujarat 
state, where the Hindu nationalist party controls the state government.  In 

s have used violence, including the 
assassination of Israel’s own prime minister in 1995, to derail Palestinian 

Israeli peace negotiations (Goldstein and Pevehouse, 2011).  Since we 
talk of fundamentalism, it is interesting to note that fundamentalist 

vements challenge the values and practices of secular political 
organizations i.e. those created apart from religious establishments.  
Another instance is that Christian fundamentalists in the United States 
persuade their government to withdraw from the United Nations 
Population Fund because of that organization’s views on family planning 
and abortion.  Each of these actions runs counter to the norms of the 

bolizes and intensifies 
conflicts between groups and states more than it causes them.  For 
realists, ideological differences among states do not matter much, because 
all members of the international system pursue their national interests in 

relatively fluid alliances.  For example, the Cold War was a 
global ideological struggle between capitalist democracy and 
communism.  But the alliances and military competitions in that struggle 
were fairly detached from ideological factors.  In the same vein, even 
countries that experience revolutions based on strong ideologies tend to 
lose their ideological fervour; be it Iran’s Islamic fundamentalism in 
1979, China’s Marxist communism in 1949, Russia’s Leninist 

mocracy in 1776.  In each 
case, the revolutionaries expected that their assumption of power would 
dramatically alter their state’s foreign policy, because in each case their 
ideology had profound international implications. Yet within a few 

f these revolutionary governments turned to the pursuit of 
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aggression by placing it in an ideological framework.  In some proxy 
wars of the Cold War era, such as Vietnam in the 1950s and Nicaragua in 
the 1980s; the rebels and governments had real ideological differences.

5.2.4 Territorial Disputes5.2.4 Territorial Disputes5.2.4 Territorial Disputes5.2.4 Territorial Disputes

Among t
about territory have special importance because of the territorial nature of 
the state.  Conflicts over control of territory are really of two variables: 
territorial disputes (about where bord
“Control of Governments”).

In as much states value home territory with an almost fanatical devotion, 
border disputes tend to be among the most unresolved in International 
Relations.  The goal of regaining territory lost to
irredentism. 
interstate conflicts.  (e.g. Ethiopia and Eritrea and Morocco and 
Polisario).  Thus, the value states place on home territory seems 
undiminished despite the app
territory as technology has developed.

 
Reflection  

In as much states value home territory with an almost fanatical devotion, border 

disputes tend to be among the most unresolved in International Relations.  

 

5.2.5 Control of Governments5.2.5 Control of Governments5.2.5 Control of Governments5.2.5 Control of Governments

Despite the many minor border disputes that continue to affect the world, 
most struggles to control territory do not involve changing borders.  
Rather, they are conflicts over which governments will control entire 
states. In th
because of the norm of sovereignty. In practice, however, states often 
have strong interests in the governments of other states and use a variety 
of means of leverage to influence who holds power in

These conflicts over governments take many forms, some mild and some 
severe, some deeply associated with third parties, and some or less 
bilateral.  Sometimes a state merely exerts subtle influences on another 
state’s elections; at other tim
overthrow the second state’s government.  For instance, during the Cold 
War, both superpowers actively promoted changes of government in 
countries of the global South through covert operations and support for 
rebel armies.  The civil wars in Angola, Afghanistan, and Nicaragua are 
good examples.  Both superpowers poured in weapons, money, military 
advisors and so forth; all in hopes of influencing who controlled the 
country’s government.

5.2.6 Economic Conflict5.2.6 Economic Conflict5.2.6 Economic Conflict5.2.6 Economic Conflict

Economic completion is the most pervasive form of conflict in 
international relations because economic transactions are pervasive.  
Every sale made and every deal reached across international borders 
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about territory have special importance because of the territorial nature of 
the state.  Conflicts over control of territory are really of two variables: 
territorial disputes (about where borders are drawn) and conflicts over 
“Control of Governments”). 

In as much states value home territory with an almost fanatical devotion, 
border disputes tend to be among the most unresolved in International 
Relations.  The goal of regaining territory lost to another state is called 
irredentism.  This form of nationalism often leads directly to serious 
interstate conflicts.  (e.g. Ethiopia and Eritrea and Morocco and 
Polisario).  Thus, the value states place on home territory seems 
undiminished despite the apparent reduction in the inherent value of 
territory as technology has developed. 
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disputes tend to be among the most unresolved in International Relations.  

5.2.5 Control of Governments5.2.5 Control of Governments5.2.5 Control of Governments5.2.5 Control of Governments    

Despite the many minor border disputes that continue to affect the world, 
most struggles to control territory do not involve changing borders.  
Rather, they are conflicts over which governments will control entire 
states. In theory, states do not interfere in each other’s governance, 
because of the norm of sovereignty. In practice, however, states often 
have strong interests in the governments of other states and use a variety 
of means of leverage to influence who holds power in

These conflicts over governments take many forms, some mild and some 
severe, some deeply associated with third parties, and some or less 
bilateral.  Sometimes a state merely exerts subtle influences on another 
state’s elections; at other times, a state supports rebel elements seeking to 
overthrow the second state’s government.  For instance, during the Cold 
War, both superpowers actively promoted changes of government in 
countries of the global South through covert operations and support for 
rebel armies.  The civil wars in Angola, Afghanistan, and Nicaragua are 
good examples.  Both superpowers poured in weapons, money, military 
advisors and so forth; all in hopes of influencing who controlled the 
country’s government. 
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entails a resolution of conflicting interests.  Costa Ri
coffee, which it exports, to go up; Canada, which imports coffee, wants 
the price to go down.  Angola wants foreign producers of Angolan oil to 
receive fewer profits from oil sales; those companies’ home states want 
them to take home 
economic exchanges involve some conflict of interest.

Activity 

Make a list of border disputes that have resulted in international conflict.
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Summary 

In this Study Session, we learnt 
understand the causes of conflict at the international system. They are 
individual, state and global levels.  However, when violent means are used 
as leverage in international conflicts, a variety of types of confl
resulting. International conflicts include ethnic, religious, ideological, 
territorial, governmental and economic.
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entails a resolution of conflicting interests.  Costa Ri
coffee, which it exports, to go up; Canada, which imports coffee, wants 
the price to go down.  Angola wants foreign producers of Angolan oil to 
receive fewer profits from oil sales; those companies’ home states want 
them to take home more profits. In a global capitalist market, all 
economic exchanges involve some conflict of interest.

Make a list of border disputes that have resulted in international conflict.
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In this Study Session, we learnt how the Levels of analysis can help us to 
understand the causes of conflict at the international system. They are 
individual, state and global levels.  However, when violent means are used 
as leverage in international conflicts, a variety of types of confl
resulting. International conflicts include ethnic, religious, ideological, 
territorial, governmental and economic. 
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Make a list of border disputes that have resulted in international conflict. 

how the Levels of analysis can help us to 
understand the causes of conflict at the international system. They are 
individual, state and global levels.  However, when violent means are used 
as leverage in international conflicts, a variety of types of conflict 
resulting. International conflicts include ethnic, religious, ideological, 



 

 Study Session6Strategy and Security in International Politics 

 

 

55 
 
 

Study Session6 

Strategy and Security in International Strategy and Security in International Strategy and Security in International Strategy and Security in International 
PoliticsPoliticsPoliticsPolitics    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In this Study Session, you will be exposed to the concept of strategy and 
tactics within the context of security. This Study Session will also capture 
the role of great powers in contemporary security and strategy. 

 

6.1 6.1 6.1 6.1 Strategy and Security of International Politics    

Strategy The art of planning 
and conducting a war or a 
military campaign 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are different meanings to the concept of strategy.  Colin Grey 
argues that “strategy is the relationship between military power and 
political purpose”.  Also Liddel Hart sees strategy “as the art of 
distributing and applying military means to fulfil ends of policy”. Put 
simply strategy involves the use or the threat of the use of force in 
international relations.  Security is a broad concept.  However, Booth 
(1991) definition will be appropriate, when he argue thus: 

“Security means the absence of threats.  Emancipation is 
the freeing of people (as individuals and groups) from those 
physical human constraints which stop then carrying out 
what they would freely choose to do.  War and the threat of 
war is one of those constraints, together with poverty, poor 
education, political oppression and so on.  Security and 
emancipation are two sides of the same coin.  
Emancipation, not power or order, produces true security.  
Emancipation, theoretically, is security.” 

The strategy of international politics is usually planned with considerable 
care.  Three strategic plans of action, for example, are isolation, 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

6.1 discussthe strategic action plan states employ in international 
politics. 

6.2 examinethe roles of great powers in international security and 
strategy. 
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Alliance   An association of 
two or more nations united by 
a formal treaty for some 
agreed-upon purpose. Most 
alliances are defensive in 
form. 

 

neutrality, and aggression.  

6.1.1 6.1.1 6.1.1 6.1.1 Strategic ActionStrategic ActionStrategic ActionStrategic Action    PlansPlansPlansPlans    

Isolation 

A state may be the manipulator or the pawn in the execution of a policy 
of political isolation.  As the pawn, it discovers that other states have, by 
treaty agreement between themselves, excluded it from existing alliances.  
Japan and China premeditatedly followed a policy of political isolation 
from Western Europe during most of the nineteenth century.  Similarly, 
the United States maintained a policy of avoiding entangling alliances 
well into the nineteenth century. 

Neutrality 

Switzerland is probably the best known professional neutral in modern 
political history.  During the World War II, Switzerland served as a 
diplomatic listening post for all belligerents and as a Red Cross 
Administration Centre, thereby proving a greater value to both sides of 
the conflict as a neutral than as a belligerent.  In the post-war period 
Jawaharlal Nehru of India served as a self-appointed spokesman for a 
policy of neutrality for a large bloc of newly created Asian and African 
states. 

Aggression 

The strategy of aggression in international politics was clearly illustrated 
in the events that led to World War II.  The Japanese spoke of a new 
order in greater Eastern Asia; the Germans, of Lebensraum; the Italians, 
of Italia Irredenta; and the Russians, of the international communist 
revolution.  Hitler’s invasion of Poland in September 1939 and the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour in December 1941 represented merely 
the culmination of years of preparatory work to accomplish a grand 
design of conquest.  

Even recent events in the Middle East where Iraq invaded Kuwait 
reinforce this point.  Planned aggression may be conducted by diplomacy, 
by coercive acts of war, and by the actual conduct of hostilities with 
either conventional or nuclear weapons.  It is a strategy requiring great 
resources and involving calculated risks. 

6.6.6.6.1.1.1.1.2 Tactics in International Politics2 Tactics in International Politics2 Tactics in International Politics2 Tactics in International Politics    

The use of tactics in international politics is not as pronounced as that of 
strategy.  However, the quest for power and prestige in world affairs 
makes tactics an inevitable issue in state policy.  There is great variety in 
the methods used in the implementation of policy.  Two important 
tactical methods will be considered here. The first is political warfare.  
Intervention is one of the more commonly employed tactics of political 
warfare. A fundamental goal of a state is to choose its own form of 
government.  This objective is disregarded when one state interferes in 
the domestic affairs of another.  Frequently cited justifications for this 
behaviour are the protection of nationals, the repression of rebellion, and 



 

 

 

 

 
 

the forestalling of military aggression.  Two examples are very crucial. 
The Soviet government constantly intervened in the affairs of the Central 
European states after World War II in ord
elements in power.  The United States has a long record of intervention in 
Latin American states, particularly at the turn of this century.
The second tactical method is what is known as revolutionary tactics. 
Underground activity 
centuries.  In recent years, secret movements, espionage, sabotage, 
terrorism, subversion, and guerrilla welfare have been developed to a 
high degree of proficiency.  All the major states operate intellig
systems that gather, classify, and evaluate data relating to the plans, 
capabilities and behaviour of actual and potential enemies.
Let me now explain to you some of the concepts associated with tactics in 
international politics. 
important political or military information about another country or of 
finding out another country’s secrets by using spies.  
the infiltration of the political processes of a state in order to paralyze its 
oper
involves small
activity employs terrorism and sabotage to support revolutionary activity 
against an established government.

6.26.26.26.2    Great Powers and Contemporary Security and Great Powers and Contemporary Security and Great Powers and Contemporary Security and Great Powers and Contemporary Security and 
StrategyStrategyStrategyStrategy    

The most powerful states in the world exert most of the influence on 
international events and therefore get the most attention from 
International Relations scholars.  The great powers generally have 
world’s strongest military forces, and the strongest economies to pay for 
them; and other power capabilities. These large economies in turn rest on 
some combination of large populations, plentiful natural resources, 
advanced technology, and educated la
based on these underlying resources, membership in the great power 
system changes slowly.  

 
Tip  

The great powers generally have the world’s strongest military forces, 
and the strongest economies to pay for them; and other 
capabilities. These large economies in turn rest on some combination 
of large populations, plentiful natural resources, advanced technology, 
and educated labour forces.

 

Only rarely does a great power; even one defeated in a massive war, lose 
its status as a great power, because its size and long
potential change slowly.  Thus Germany and Japan, severely damaged in 
World War II, are powerful today.  Even Russia, after gaining and then 
losing the rest of the Soviet Union, is still cons

The question that we ought to seek answer to at this juncture is what 
states are great powers today?  Although definitions vary, seven states 
appear to meet the criteria: the United States, China, Russia, Japan, 
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the forestalling of military aggression.  Two examples are very crucial. 
The Soviet government constantly intervened in the affairs of the Central 
European states after World War II in order to maintain communist 
elements in power.  The United States has a long record of intervention in 
Latin American states, particularly at the turn of this century.
The second tactical method is what is known as revolutionary tactics. 
Underground activity has been characteristic of diplomacy throughout the 
centuries.  In recent years, secret movements, espionage, sabotage, 
terrorism, subversion, and guerrilla welfare have been developed to a 
high degree of proficiency.  All the major states operate intellig
systems that gather, classify, and evaluate data relating to the plans, 
capabilities and behaviour of actual and potential enemies.
Let me now explain to you some of the concepts associated with tactics in 
international politics. Espionage is the activity of secretly getting 
important political or military information about another country or of 
finding out another country’s secrets by using spies.  
the infiltration of the political processes of a state in order to paralyze its 
operation and to undermine the loyalty of its citizenry.  
involves small-scale military operations within enemy territory.  Guerrilla 
activity employs terrorism and sabotage to support revolutionary activity 
against an established government. 

Great Powers and Contemporary Security and Great Powers and Contemporary Security and Great Powers and Contemporary Security and Great Powers and Contemporary Security and 

The most powerful states in the world exert most of the influence on 
international events and therefore get the most attention from 
International Relations scholars.  The great powers generally have 
world’s strongest military forces, and the strongest economies to pay for 
them; and other power capabilities. These large economies in turn rest on 
some combination of large populations, plentiful natural resources, 
advanced technology, and educated labour forces.  Because power is 
based on these underlying resources, membership in the great power 
system changes slowly.   

The great powers generally have the world’s strongest military forces, 
and the strongest economies to pay for them; and other 
capabilities. These large economies in turn rest on some combination 
of large populations, plentiful natural resources, advanced technology, 
and educated labour forces. 

Only rarely does a great power; even one defeated in a massive war, lose 
status as a great power, because its size and long

potential change slowly.  Thus Germany and Japan, severely damaged in 
World War II, are powerful today.  Even Russia, after gaining and then 
losing the rest of the Soviet Union, is still considered a great power.

The question that we ought to seek answer to at this juncture is what 
states are great powers today?  Although definitions vary, seven states 
appear to meet the criteria: the United States, China, Russia, Japan, 
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Germany, France and Britain.  Together they account for more than half 
of the world’s total GDP and two-thirds of its military spending 
(Goldstein and Pevehouse, 2011: 54 – 55).  They include the five 
permanent members of the UN Security Council, which are also the 
members of the “club” openly possessing large nuclear weapons arsenals. 

In this lecture however, we are interested in the way in which great 
powers advance their security interests, given the breakdown of the 
managerial role that has traditionally been associated with their status.  In 
the same vein, we are more interested in the United States for two main 
reasons.  First, space constraints mean that we cannot consider the 
behaviour of other great powers such as Russia or China who matter at 
the global level but who still lack the decisive position of the United 
States.  Second, only the United States acts in a way that resembles a 
great power, in the sense that it understands its interests in the widest 
terms and acts to advance them in the broadest way. 

Beginning with the adoption of the Bush Doctrine, most clearly 
articulated in the 2002 National Security Strategy, the defining feature of 
the US approach to security is the perpetuation of its present position of 
primacy and the willingness to use this advantage to protect itself from 
threats.  This is done through traditional deterrence and through novel 
means, such as pre-emptive war.  From this flows a number of essential 
aims and approaches which have driven US security and strategy in 
recent years.  The first is the ambition (however unrealizable) of total 
security.   

The predominance of the United States and the technological 
sophistication of its power, along with the growing vulnerabilities of a 
globalized world, have driven key decision makers in Washington to 
embrace a totalizing approach to security (Bisley, 2008: 222).  The aim is 
to use all available means to ensure that the United States is entirely 
secure.  This is understood to mean efforts to ensure that no power, great 
or small, state or non-state, is in a position to provide an existential threat 
to the US political community.  At base this means ensuring a military 
preponderance such that no power would consider trying to compete with 
the US, and then using this power to remove threats that do exist.  Thus, 
security policy is not about alleviating threats but about removing them, 
and doing so on a global stage.  In this sense, commitments to allies are 
not understood as a function of geopolitical calculus, but as a means to 
protect the US political community. 

Hint 

The predominance of the United States and the technological sophistication of its 

power, along with the growing vulnerabilities of a globalized world, have driven 

key decision makers in Washington to embrace a totalizing approach to security 
 

A second area of US security strategy is a unilateralist tendency in power 
projection.  Unilateralism is driven both by the prerogatives of primacy 
and by the sense that the complexities of the world require action in 
which the trouble of building consensus on appropriate action among 
members of international society is thought to undermine effective 
policy.  Unilateralism does not mean strictly doing things on one’s own.  
The Iraq intervention is an example of unilateralism, not because the 



 

 

 

 

 
 

United States w
made it clearly multilateral 
unwillingness to be put off by the protects of one’s friends and allies.  
While this kind of unilateralism has a longer run 
policy, the tendencies of Bush presidency have been of a markedly 
different kind, both in tone and substance.

The central proposition is that only the United States is willing and able 
to make the sorts of changes necessary to secure 
interests but US values and ideals.  This ambitious and assertive approach 
has led many to conclude that the United States is undertaking a possibly 
imperial foreign policy.  Indeed, some go so far as to say that an imperial 
approach t
terrorism pushed the United States to engage on unilateral security policy.  
In this regard, the terrorist attacks of September 2001 renewed public 
support for US interventionism in distant confl
so distant.

Note  

Unilateralism is driven both by the prerogatives of primacy and by the sense that 

the complexities of the world require action in which the trouble of building 

consensus on appropriate action among members of 

to undermine effective policy.  Unilateralism does not mean strictly doing things on 

one’s own.

More important, the United States is in a dilemma.   It perceives that it 
must act in a particular way to secure its interests
character of security threats provides incentives for the US to act 
unilaterally, and the structure of the international systems allows it, as a 
great power, to act in this sphere with a certain degree of freedom.  As a 
student of in
to security one sees the dominant power trying, however, vainly, to make 
the world more secure by trying to make it more like itself.

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary

 

Summary  

In this Study Session 
the art of distributing and applying military means to fulfil ends of policy.  
While security involves the use or the threat of the use of force in 
international relations, on the other hand, tactics is us
and prest

The great powers generally have the world’s military forces, and the 
strongest economies to pay for them.  With their status in world affairs, 
great powers advance their security interests.  However, only the United 
States acts in a way that resembles a gre
understands its interests in the widest terms and acts to advance them in 
the broadest sense.  Thus, the US used unilateralism and multilateralism 
to advance her security strategy in global affairs.  Basically, unilateralism 
has allowed the US to be a hegemonic power in the international system.
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United States was the sole power by definition ,the 27 
made it clearly multilateral – but rather because it was the result of an 
unwillingness to be put off by the protects of one’s friends and allies.  
While this kind of unilateralism has a longer run history in US foreign 
policy, the tendencies of Bush presidency have been of a markedly 
different kind, both in tone and substance. 

The central proposition is that only the United States is willing and able 
to make the sorts of changes necessary to secure not only US security 
interests but US values and ideals.  This ambitious and assertive approach 
has led many to conclude that the United States is undertaking a possibly 
imperial foreign policy.  Indeed, some go so far as to say that an imperial 
approach to security is necessary in a globalized world.  The issue of 
terrorism pushed the United States to engage on unilateral security policy.  
In this regard, the terrorist attacks of September 2001 renewed public 
support for US interventionism in distant conflicts that no longer seemed 
so distant. 

Unilateralism is driven both by the prerogatives of primacy and by the sense that 

the complexities of the world require action in which the trouble of building 

consensus on appropriate action among members of international society is thought 

to undermine effective policy.  Unilateralism does not mean strictly doing things on 

one’s own. 

More important, the United States is in a dilemma.   It perceives that it 
must act in a particular way to secure its interests.  In other words, the 
character of security threats provides incentives for the US to act 
unilaterally, and the structure of the international systems allows it, as a 
great power, to act in this sphere with a certain degree of freedom.  As a 
student of international politics, you must take note that in US approaches 
to security one sees the dominant power trying, however, vainly, to make 
the world more secure by trying to make it more like itself.

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary    

In this Study Session you learnt the concept Strategy: which can be seen as 
the art of distributing and applying military means to fulfil ends of policy.  
While security involves the use or the threat of the use of force in 
international relations, on the other hand, tactics is us
and prestige in international politics.  

he great powers generally have the world’s military forces, and the 
strongest economies to pay for them.  With their status in world affairs, 
great powers advance their security interests.  However, only the United 
States acts in a way that resembles a great power in the sense that it 
understands its interests in the widest terms and acts to advance them in 
the broadest sense.  Thus, the US used unilateralism and multilateralism 
to advance her security strategy in global affairs.  Basically, unilateralism 
as allowed the US to be a hegemonic power in the international system.
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as the sole power by definition ,the 27 – state coalition 
but rather because it was the result of an 

unwillingness to be put off by the protects of one’s friends and allies.  
history in US foreign 

policy, the tendencies of Bush presidency have been of a markedly 

The central proposition is that only the United States is willing and able 
not only US security 

interests but US values and ideals.  This ambitious and assertive approach 
has led many to conclude that the United States is undertaking a possibly 
imperial foreign policy.  Indeed, some go so far as to say that an imperial 

o security is necessary in a globalized world.  The issue of 
terrorism pushed the United States to engage on unilateral security policy.  
In this regard, the terrorist attacks of September 2001 renewed public 

icts that no longer seemed 
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Study Session7 

International Politics after the Cold International Politics after the Cold International Politics after the Cold International Politics after the Cold 
WarWarWarWar    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In the previous Study Session, we discussed the concept of strategy and 
tactics within the context of security and also captured the role of great 
powers in contemporary security and strategy. In this Study Session, we 
shall examine how the disintegration of the Soviet Union instigated a new 
approach into the operation of the international system. 

 

7.1 Dissolution of Soviet Union7.1 Dissolution of Soviet Union7.1 Dissolution of Soviet Union7.1 Dissolution of Soviet Union 

Communism The political 
theory or system in which all 
property and wealth is owned 
in a classless society by all 
the members of that society. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 symbolized the end of the Cold War, 
but actually its end was gradual.  The then Soviet Premier, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, and other Soviet reformers set in motion two domestic 
process: glasnost (political openness) and perestroika (economic 
restructuring) as early as the mid-1980s.  Glasnost opened the door to 
criticism of the political system, resulting in the emergence of a 
multiparty system and the massive re-orientation of the once-
monopolistic communist party.  Perestroika undermined the foundation 
of the planned economy, an essential part of the communist system.  At 
the outset, Gorbachev and his reformers sought to save the system, but 
once initiated, these reforms led to the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, 
Gorbachev resignation in December 1991, and the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union itself in 1992-1993. 

The reforms under Gorbachev also led to changes in the orientation of 
Soviet foreign policy. For instance, Gorbachev suggested that the 
permanent members of the United Nation Security Council could become 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

7.1 discussthe dissolution of soviet union. 
7.2 discussthe United States Relations with the Rest of the World. 
7.3 discussglobalization as an aftermath of war. 
7.4 discuss the emergence of China as a leading economy in the 

world. 
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guarantors of regional security. This statement was made to save Soviet 
Union not to be labelled as a factor in the political destruction and 
economic drain of the war in Afghanistan.  In addition, the Soviets agreed 
to and supported the February 1988 withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola.  Also, the Soviets agreed to cooperate in multilateral activities to 
preserve regional security. These changes in Soviet policy and the 
eventual demise of the empire itself mark the post-Cold War era, and are 
the subject of much study in international politics/relations. 

Hint 

The predominance of the United States and the technological sophistication of its 

power, along with the growing vulnerabilities of a globalized world, have driven 

key decision makers in Washington to embrace a totalizing approach to security 
 

The questions that we ought to seek answers to at this juncture are: 

1. What explains the remarkable changes in Soviet policy? 
2. Did the events within the Soviet Union itself lead to its demise? 
3. Was it that communism failed the Soviet people? 
4. Were protesters in Soviet Union or Eastern Europe seeking for a 

limited system of government? 

It is imperative to stress the point that no single answer can be provided 
for the above questions.  But some of those elements are responsible for 
the disintegration of the Soviet Union.  The final collapse of the Soviet 
Union followed only months after the Gulf War.  This became the first 
post-cold war test, now called the New World Order.  The emergence of a 
new world order, is described by George Obiozor thus: 

“…being a post-cold war order (new world order) does not 
make the present international situation any less 
ideological, militaristic and imperialistic than the cold-war 
order.  What has changed is the character of the 
international ideology, military and imperialist struggle 
among the cold warriors (Obiozor, 1992: 149).” 

Self-determination The 
right of a people to determine 
its own form of government 
without interference from 
outside. 

Essentially, the 15 republics of the Soviet Union; of which Russia was 
just one, had begun taking power from a weakened central government, 
declaring themselves a sovereign state.  This process raised complex 
problems ranging from issues of national self-determination to the 
reallocation of property.  Russia and the other former republics struggled 
throughout the 1990s against economic and financial collapse, inflation, 
corruption, war, and military weakness, although they remained political 
democracies.  A failed Russian military coup attempt in 1991, and the 
prominent role of Russian president Boris Yeltsin in opposing, 
accelerated the collapse of the Soviet Union.  Soon both capitalism and 
democracy were adopted as the basis of the economic and political 
systems of the former Soviet states 

Western relations with Russia and the other republics have been mixed 
since the 1990s. Because of their own economic problems, and because 
of a sense that Russia needed internal reform more than external aid, 
Western countries provided only limited aid for the harsh economic 
transition, which had drastically reduced living standards.  Russia’s brutal 
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suppression of its secessionist province of Chechnya in 1995 and 1999 
provoked Western fears of an expansionist, aggressive Russian 
nationalism. Russian leaders feared North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) expansion into Eastern Europe that placed threatening Western 
military forces on Russia’s borders.  Meanwhile, Japan and Russia could 
not resolve a lingering, mostly symbolic, territorial dispute (Goldstein 
and Pevehouse, 2011). 

Despite these problems, the world’s great powers overall increased their 
cooperation after the Cold War.  Russia was accepted as the successor 
state to the Soviet Union and took its seat on the Security Council.  
Russia and the United States agreed to major reductions in their nuclear 
weapons, and carried them out in the 1990s. 

Immediately after the Gulf War in 1991, the former Yugoslavia broke 
apart, with several of its republics declaring independence.  Ethnic Serbs, 
who were minorities in Croatia and Bosnia, seized territory to form a 
“Greater Serbia”.  With help from Serbia, which controlled the Yugoslav 
army, they killed hundreds of thousands of non-Serb Bosnian and 
Croatians and expelled millions more, to create an ethnically pure state. 

Apparently, the international community recognized the independence of 
Croatia and Bosnia, admitting them to the UN and passing dozens of 
Security Council resolutions to protect their territorial integrity and their 
civilian populations.  In 1995, Serbian forces overran two UN – 
designated “safe areas” in eastern Bosnia, expelling the women and 
slaughtering thousands of men.  Finally, two weeks of NATO airstrikes, 
along with losses to Croatia on the ground, induced Serbian forces to 
come to terms.  The treaty to end the war (authored by US negotiations) 
formally held Bosnia together but granted Serbian forces autonomy on 
half of their territory, while placing about 60,000 heavily armed (mostly 
NATO) troops on the ground to maintain a cease-fire. 

Similarly, the Western powers acted decisively in 1999 when Serbian 
forces carried out “ethnic cleansing” in the Serbian province of Kosovo, 
predominantly populated by ethnic Albanians. NATO came under 
criticism from Russia and China for acting without explicit UN 
authorization and for interfering in Serbia’s internal affairs.  (The 
international community and the UN considered Kosovo, unlike Bosnia, 
to be a part of Serbia).  In the end, Serbian forces withdrew from Kosovo 
and the UN has controlled the province ever since.  In 2008, with the UN 
security council still deadlocked over its status, Kosovo declared 
independence, bringing protests from Serbian and its allies.  Meanwhile, 
Serbian strongman Slobodan Milosevic was indicted for war crimes by 
the UN tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, was delivered to the tribunal 
in 2001, and died in 2006 near the end of a lengthy trial. 

7.2 United States Relations with the Rest of the 7.2 United States Relations with the Rest of the 7.2 United States Relations with the Rest of the 7.2 United States Relations with the Rest of the 
WorldWorldWorldWorld    

Now, let me go on to give examples of issues that prompted the powerful 
countries to challenge the US hegemonic power.  Thus, new rifts opened 



64 

 

POS324 Issues in International Politics

 

in 2001 between the US and both China and Europe; possibly signalling a 
realignment against US predominance in world affairs.  The United States 
stood nearly alone against the rest of the international community on a 
range of issues: missile defence
treaty to enforce the prohibition on biological weapons, a proposal to 
curb international small
Court, and a proposal to curb tobacco marketing in poor countries.  
Rus
countries helped vote the United States off two important UN 
commission.

However, these divisive issues became gradually weaker when the US 
was attacked by terrorist on September 11, 2001.  
the World Trade Center in New York and a wing of the Pentagon in 
Washington D. C., killing thousands of Americans and citizens of about 
60 other countries.  The attacks mobilized support for the United States 
by a very broad coalition 
threatens the interstate system itself.  President Bush declared a “war on 
terrorism” that was expected to last years and span continents, employing 
both conventional and unconventional means.  In late 2001, U
British forces and their Afghan allies ousted the Taliban regime in 
Afghanistan, which had harboured and supported the al Qaeda network 
(led by Osama bin Laden) responsible for attacks on the United States.

Note  

The attacks mobilized support for the United States by a very broad coalition of 

states, out of a realization that terrorism threatens the interstate system itself.  

President Bush declared a “war on terrorism” that was expected to last years and 

span cont

The great power divisions reappeared, however, as the United States and 
Britain tried to assemble a coalition to oust Iraq’s Saddam Hussein by 
force in early 2003.  France and Germany (along 
bitterly opposed the war, as did millions of protesters around the world.  
The war on Iraq also weakened the UN’s post
because the US led coalition went forward despite its failure to win 
security council auth
further explained her dominance in global affairs within the context of 
unilateral security strategy.

 

7.3 Global Economy7.3 Global Economy7.3 Global Economy7.3 Global Economy

Globalization The 
emergence of a global society 
in which economic, political, 
environmental, and cultural 
events in one part of the world 
quickly come to have 
significance for people in other 
parts of the world. 

With the reduction of political conflicts among the world’s most powerful 
nations, international economics assumes increasing 
buzzword in the capitals of the wor
natural, for the more the problems of war and peace recede, the more 
nations and leaders can turn to the next order of business, the pursuit of 
prosperity.  There is no do
more interdependent than at any other time in human history. What does 

rnational Politics 

in 2001 between the US and both China and Europe; possibly signalling a 
realignment against US predominance in world affairs.  The United States 
stood nearly alone against the rest of the international community on a 
range of issues: missile defences, the Kyoto treaty on global warming, a 
treaty to enforce the prohibition on biological weapons, a proposal to 
curb international small-arms sales, the proposed International Criminal 
Court, and a proposal to curb tobacco marketing in poor countries.  
Russia and China signed a treaty of friendship in 2001, and European 
countries helped vote the United States off two important UN 
commission. 

However, these divisive issues became gradually weaker when the US 
was attacked by terrorist on September 11, 2001.  
the World Trade Center in New York and a wing of the Pentagon in 
Washington D. C., killing thousands of Americans and citizens of about 
60 other countries.  The attacks mobilized support for the United States 
by a very broad coalition of states, out of a realization that terrorism 
threatens the interstate system itself.  President Bush declared a “war on 
terrorism” that was expected to last years and span continents, employing 
both conventional and unconventional means.  In late 2001, U
British forces and their Afghan allies ousted the Taliban regime in 
Afghanistan, which had harboured and supported the al Qaeda network 
(led by Osama bin Laden) responsible for attacks on the United States.

The attacks mobilized support for the United States by a very broad coalition of 

states, out of a realization that terrorism threatens the interstate system itself.  

President Bush declared a “war on terrorism” that was expected to last years and 

span continents, employing both conventional and unconventional means.  

The great power divisions reappeared, however, as the United States and 
Britain tried to assemble a coalition to oust Iraq’s Saddam Hussein by 
force in early 2003.  France and Germany (along with Russia and China) 
bitterly opposed the war, as did millions of protesters around the world.  
The war on Iraq also weakened the UN’s post-cold war security role, 
because the US led coalition went forward despite its failure to win 
security council authorization for war.  This singular act by the US 
further explained her dominance in global affairs within the context of 
unilateral security strategy. 

7.3 Global Economy7.3 Global Economy7.3 Global Economy7.3 Global Economy    

With the reduction of political conflicts among the world’s most powerful 
nations, international economics assumes increasing 
buzzword in the capitals of the world is globalization
natural, for the more the problems of war and peace recede, the more 
nations and leaders can turn to the next order of business, the pursuit of 
prosperity.  There is no doubt that the world economies today are far 
more interdependent than at any other time in human history. What does 
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that mean?  It means that economic interdependence promises greater 
levels of both international cooperation and competition.

This transformat
multinational corporations and by the new information technology, each 
of which transcends national boundaries.  In the same vein, some 
problems simply necessitate international cooperation, including regional 
and worldwide environmental problems, limited forms of arms control, 
international debt repayment and relief concerns, and the coordination of 
economic policies during times of crisis.

7.4 New Regionalism7.4 New Regionalism7.4 New Regionalism7.4 New Regionalism
Increasingly, the world’s wealthiest nations are for
economic blocs.  Often, these blocs go beyond the narrowest economic 
interests of individual nation
Cooperation among Western European nations is especially noteworthy, 
especially in the realm of
Union (EU) dreams becoming a single economy with a single currency 
and genuinely free trade within its borders.

This economic collaboration among European nations has been 
evolutionary and grew out of years of prio
and military (NATO) cooperation.  Most impressively, this cooperative 
relationship has overcome centuries of rivalry and mistrust between 
France and Germany.  In addition, leaders of the twelve member 
countries adopted a plan in 
first century.  Three new countries were admitted in 1995 (Australia, 
Finland, and Sweden), then in 2004 (Cyprus, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, and Slovenia and 
Bulgaria

Note  

Economic collaboration among European nations has been evolutionary and grew 

out of years of prior economic (Common Market) and military (NATO) cooperation.  

Most impressively, this cooperative relationship h

and mistrust between nations

On the other hand, Japan has strengthened economic ties with other 
Pacific Basin nations, and its seems “that in the 1990s, Japan and the 
New Industrialized Countries of Asia (South Korea, 
Kong, and Taiwan) might form a powerful new economic bloc linked by 
trade, investment, and aid relationships”. (Magstadt, 2006: 536).  This 
potential regional bloc is by far the most ill
alliances, and an emerging eco
realization.

7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics

Democracy A system of 
government based on the 

China is becoming more central to world politics as the 21
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that mean?  It means that economic interdependence promises greater 
levels of both international cooperation and competition.

This transformation of the world economy is driven by large 
multinational corporations and by the new information technology, each 
of which transcends national boundaries.  In the same vein, some 
problems simply necessitate international cooperation, including regional 

d worldwide environmental problems, limited forms of arms control, 
international debt repayment and relief concerns, and the coordination of 
economic policies during times of crisis. 

7.4 New Regionalism7.4 New Regionalism7.4 New Regionalism7.4 New Regionalism    
Increasingly, the world’s wealthiest nations are for
economic blocs.  Often, these blocs go beyond the narrowest economic 
interests of individual nation-states and promise great financial rewards.  
Cooperation among Western European nations is especially noteworthy, 
especially in the realm of economics and trade.  Thus, the European 
Union (EU) dreams becoming a single economy with a single currency 
and genuinely free trade within its borders. 

This economic collaboration among European nations has been 
evolutionary and grew out of years of prior economic (Common Market) 
and military (NATO) cooperation.  Most impressively, this cooperative 
relationship has overcome centuries of rivalry and mistrust between 
France and Germany.  In addition, leaders of the twelve member 
countries adopted a plan in 1994 to expand the EU by early in the twenty
first century.  Three new countries were admitted in 1995 (Australia, 
Finland, and Sweden), then in 2004 (Cyprus, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, and Slovenia and 
Bulgaria and Romania were slated to join in 2007. 

Economic collaboration among European nations has been evolutionary and grew 

out of years of prior economic (Common Market) and military (NATO) cooperation.  

Most impressively, this cooperative relationship has overcome centuries of rivalry 

and mistrust between nations 

On the other hand, Japan has strengthened economic ties with other 
Pacific Basin nations, and its seems “that in the 1990s, Japan and the 
New Industrialized Countries of Asia (South Korea, 
Kong, and Taiwan) might form a powerful new economic bloc linked by 
trade, investment, and aid relationships”. (Magstadt, 2006: 536).  This 
potential regional bloc is by far the most ill-defined of these three 
alliances, and an emerging economic power house, China complicates its 
realization. 

7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics

China is becoming more central to world politics as the 21
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Cooperation among Western European nations is especially noteworthy, 
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This economic collaboration among European nations has been 
r economic (Common Market) 
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France and Germany.  In addition, leaders of the twelve member 

1994 to expand the EU by early in the twenty-
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Finland, and Sweden), then in 2004 (Cyprus, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, and Slovenia and 

Economic collaboration among European nations has been evolutionary and grew 

out of years of prior economic (Common Market) and military (NATO) cooperation.  

as overcome centuries of rivalry 

On the other hand, Japan has strengthened economic ties with other 
Pacific Basin nations, and its seems “that in the 1990s, Japan and the 
New Industrialized Countries of Asia (South Korea, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, and Taiwan) might form a powerful new economic bloc linked by 
trade, investment, and aid relationships”. (Magstadt, 2006: 536).  This 

defined of these three 
nomic power house, China complicates its 

7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics7.5 China as Emerging Power in World Politics    

China is becoming more central to world politics as the 21st century 
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principle of majority decision-
making. 

begins.  Its size and rapid growth make China a rising power.  China is 
the only great power that is not a 
rights makes it a frequent target of Western criticism from both 
governments and NGOs.

China holds (but
and it has credible nuclear arsenals. China adjoins several regional 
conflict areas and affects the global proliferation of missiles and nuclear 
weapons.  It claims disputed territory in the resource 
sea, but has not fought a military battle in 25 years.  China is the only 
great power from the global South.  Its population size and rapid 
industrialization from a low level made China a big factor in the future of 
global environmental 
make China an important factor in the coming decades.

Finally, it remains to be seen whether, in the coming years, the 
international system can provide China with appropriate status and 
respect to reflect
China in turn can come to conform to international rules and norms.

Hint 

China is the only great power from the global South.  Its population size and 

rapid industrialization from a low level made 

global environmental trends such as global warming.  All these elements make 

China an important factor in the coming decades.
 

7.6 Ethnic Violence7.6 Ethnic Violence7.6 Ethnic Violence7.6 Ethnic Violence
While close regional economic cooperation may point to the emergence 
of political organizations beyond the self
strife in some parts of the world threatens the nation
existence.  Worldwide ethnic conflict has increased remarkably during 
the past two decades.  Disputes among differ
racial groups within nation
governments point to an important fact; intense ethnic rivalries are not 
confined to anyone region of the world but exist virtually everywhere.

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary

 

Summary 

In this Study Session 
instigated a new approach into the operation of the international system.  
Significantly, this system was based on an extreme imbalance of power, 
with the United States 
everywhere in the world. The transition into post
turbulent time, full of changes and new p

The post
despite the appearance of new ethnic and regional conflicts. The US 
military campaign in Iraq overthrew a dictator, but divided the great 
powers, heightened anti

Issues in International Politics 

begins.  Its size and rapid growth make China a rising power.  China is 
the only great power that is not a democracy.  Its poor record on human 
rights makes it a frequent target of Western criticism from both 
governments and NGOs. 

China holds (but not often uses) veto power in the UN Security Council, 
and it has credible nuclear arsenals. China adjoins several regional 
conflict areas and affects the global proliferation of missiles and nuclear 
weapons.  It claims disputed territory in the resource 
sea, but has not fought a military battle in 25 years.  China is the only 
great power from the global South.  Its population size and rapid 
industrialization from a low level made China a big factor in the future of 
global environmental trends such as global warming.  All these elements 
make China an important factor in the coming decades.

Finally, it remains to be seen whether, in the coming years, the 
international system can provide China with appropriate status and 
respect to reflect its rising power and historical importance, and whether 
China in turn can come to conform to international rules and norms.

China is the only great power from the global South.  Its population size and 

rapid industrialization from a low level made China a big factor in the future of 

global environmental trends such as global warming.  All these elements make 

China an important factor in the coming decades. 

7.6 Ethnic Violence7.6 Ethnic Violence7.6 Ethnic Violence7.6 Ethnic Violence    
While close regional economic cooperation may point to the emergence 

political organizations beyond the self-sufficient nation
strife in some parts of the world threatens the nation
existence.  Worldwide ethnic conflict has increased remarkably during 
the past two decades.  Disputes among different ethnic, religious, and 
racial groups within nation-states and between such groups and 
governments point to an important fact; intense ethnic rivalries are not 
confined to anyone region of the world but exist virtually everywhere.

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary    

In this Study Session you learnt that the disintegration of the Soviet Union 
instigated a new approach into the operation of the international system.  
Significantly, this system was based on an extreme imbalance of power, 
with the United States as the only remaining power capable of intervening 
everywhere in the world. The transition into post-cold war era has been a 
turbulent time, full of changes and new possibilities both good and bad.

The post-cold war era holds hope of general great power co
despite the appearance of new ethnic and regional conflicts. The US 
military campaign in Iraq overthrew a dictator, but divided the great 
powers, heightened anti-Americanism worldwide, and led to years of 
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.  Its poor record on human 

rights makes it a frequent target of Western criticism from both 

not often uses) veto power in the UN Security Council, 
and it has credible nuclear arsenals. China adjoins several regional 
conflict areas and affects the global proliferation of missiles and nuclear 
weapons.  It claims disputed territory in the resource – rich South China 
sea, but has not fought a military battle in 25 years.  China is the only 
great power from the global South.  Its population size and rapid 
industrialization from a low level made China a big factor in the future of 

trends such as global warming.  All these elements 
make China an important factor in the coming decades. 

Finally, it remains to be seen whether, in the coming years, the 
international system can provide China with appropriate status and 

its rising power and historical importance, and whether 
China in turn can come to conform to international rules and norms. 

China is the only great power from the global South.  Its population size and 

China a big factor in the future of 

global environmental trends such as global warming.  All these elements make 

While close regional economic cooperation may point to the emergence 
sufficient nation-states, ethnic 

strife in some parts of the world threatens the nation-state’s very 
existence.  Worldwide ethnic conflict has increased remarkably during 

ent ethnic, religious, and 
states and between such groups and 

governments point to an important fact; intense ethnic rivalries are not 
confined to anyone region of the world but exist virtually everywhere. 

learnt that the disintegration of the Soviet Union 
instigated a new approach into the operation of the international system.  
Significantly, this system was based on an extreme imbalance of power, 

as the only remaining power capable of intervening 
cold war era has been a 

ossibilities both good and bad. 

cold war era holds hope of general great power cooperation 
despite the appearance of new ethnic and regional conflicts. The US 
military campaign in Iraq overthrew a dictator, but divided the great 

Americanism worldwide, and led to years of 



 

 

 

 

 
 

insurgency and sectarian violence. Also t
the contemporary international systems; with globalization and new 
challengers to the US economic dominance (Japan, European Union and 
China).

AssessmentAssessmentAssessmentAssessment    
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insurgency and sectarian violence. Also there are key structural changes in 
the contemporary international systems; with globalization and new 
challengers to the US economic dominance (Japan, European Union and 
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Study Session8 

Threats to International Threats to International Threats to International Threats to International Peace and Peace and Peace and Peace and 
SecuritySecuritySecuritySecurity    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In the previous Study Session, we discussed how the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union instigated a new approach into the operation of the 
international system. In this Study Session, we shall highlight some 
critical issues that threaten peace and security in the contemporary 
international system. 

 

8.1 Insight to International Peace and Security8.1 Insight to International Peace and Security8.1 Insight to International Peace and Security8.1 Insight to International Peace and Security    
The question that easily comes to our mind is what does the future hold 
for international peace and security?  However, international peace and 
security have rarely felt so far away.  Decision makers, like persons in the 
street, feel equally at risk from random acts of violence.  Threat to 
international peace and security stem from poverty, unemployment, 
inadequate health care, environmental degradation, nuclear weapons 
proliferation, ethnic and armed conflicts, transnational crimes and 
terrorism.  You know that the list of what is perceived as threats to 
international peace and security is lengthy, therefore, in this lecture, the 
fundamental ones will be our focus of discussion. 

Hint 

Threat to international peace and security stem from poverty, 
unemployment, inadequate health care, environmental degradation, 
nuclear weapons proliferation, ethnic and armed conflicts, 
transnational crimes and terrorism. 

 

8.8.8.8.1.11.11.11.1    HealthHealthHealthHealth    

The state of medical care, sanitation, and other conditions related to 
health in some areas of the world is below a level imaginable by many 
people.  While health care is well below Economic Developed Countries 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

8.1 point out the threats to national security. 
8.2 examineinternational security issues. 
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(EDC) standards in most Least Developed Countries (LDCs), it is in the 
LDCs that the greatest need exists.  The health of people within the LDCs 
is an international concern for reasons beyond happiness of other people.  
However, a healthy population is vital to economic growth because 
healthy people are economically productive and because unhealthy 
people often consume more of a society’s resources than they produce. 

Similarly the worldwide AIDS epidemic, for one, is a global killer.  At 
the beginning of 2005, one of every 161 humans, about 39 million 
people, worldwide were HIV-positive.  More than 20% of the populations 
of seven sub-Saharan countries are HIV-positive, with Botswana having 
an especially disturbing 39% infection rate.  Other horrific emerging 
diseases waited secretly in the shadows and threaten to spread.   

Hint 

The worldwide AIDS epidemic, for one, is a global killer.  At the beginning of 

2005, one of every 161 humans, about 39 million people, worldwide were HIV-

positive.  More than 20% of the populations of seven sub-Saharan countries are 

HIV-positive, with Botswana having an especially disturbing 39% infection rate.   
 

SARS (Severe acute respiratory syndrome) and West Nile are also 
spreading. Neither of them is anywhere near as scary as the threat of 
avian influenza (avian flu, bird flu).  In 2004 a flu outbreak in Southeast 
Asia was traced to a strain of avian flu that, unusually, had spread from 
domestic fowl to humans in Asia.  Only 130 cases were confirmed in 
2004 and 2005, but 51% of the sick died.  WHO officials warn that if the 
disease spreads globally it might kill 50 million people within a year or 
two.  Let me state here clearly that such diseases are more than a just 
threat to individual health; they are also a threat to national security.  Put 
simply, disease burdens can in some cases be sufficiently severe to 
undermine economies and threaten social stability. 

8.1.3 Global Warming8.1.3 Global Warming8.1.3 Global Warming8.1.3 Global Warming    

Many scientists believe and some disagree that the earth is experiencing a 
gradual pattern of global warming. The cause is said to be the 
accumulation of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other gases, especially 
methane and chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), in the upper atmosphere.  This 
creates a blanket effect, trapping heat and preventing the nightly cooling 
of the Earth.  What you must put into consideration is that the world has 
entered a period of chronic climatic instability, and it appears the effects 
of continued rising temperatures are both dramatic and devastating. 

The question is what is the cause of it?  As the globe heats up, so have the 
number of natural disasters: extreme rains, floods, earthquakes, 
hurricanes, and also droughts.  Sea levels could rise up to three feet, 
mostly because of melting glaciers and the expansion of water as it warm 
up.  That will flood vast areas of low lying coastal land, including major 
river deltas; most of the beaches on the U.S.  Atlantic coast, part of 
China; and the Maldives Islands, the Seychelles, and the Cook and 
Marshall Islands.  More than 1 million people could be displaced, and 30 
million would be put at risk of at least one flood per year. 
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In addition, rainfall would increase globally, but only the areas already 
prone to flooding would flood more often and more severely, with deadly 
storms, such as the 1997 EI Nino surge of storms in the Pacific, the 
flooding in the Dakotas, and the devastating Asian tsunami in December 
2004 (you can now understand the reason for the heavy down pour in 
August at Ibadan 2011), becoming more common.  Thus, the combination 
of flooding and droughts would cause tropical diseases such as malaria 
and dengue fever to flourish in previously temperate regions that were 
formerly too cold for their insect carriers.  As a way of conclusion, global 
warming is disruptive, and its adverse effects are projected to 
predominate for much of the world, particularly in the tropics and 
subtropics. 

8.28.28.28.2Arms and Security IssuesArms and Security IssuesArms and Security IssuesArms and Security Issues    

8.2.1 Weapons 8.2.1 Weapons 8.2.1 Weapons 8.2.1 Weapons of Mass Destructionof Mass Destructionof Mass Destructionof Mass Destruction    

Weapons of mass destruction comprise three types: nuclear, chemical, 
and biological weapons. They are distinguished from conventional 
weapons by their enormous potential damage, given their small size and 
modest costs, and by their relative lack of discrimination in whom they 
kill.  When displayed on ballistic missiles, they can potentially be fired 
from the home territory of one state and wreck great destruction on the 
home territory of another state.  Until now this has never happened.  But 
the mere threat of such an action undermines the territorial integrity and 
security of states in the international system. 

You can legitimately ask what constitute weapons of mass destruction.  
The following are useful in providing answer.  These are: 

Nuclear Weapon 

Nuclear weapons are, in sheer power, the world’s most destructive 
weapons.  A single weapon the size of a refrigerator can destroy a city.  
Defending against nuclear weapons is extremely difficult at best.  To 
understand the potentials for nuclear proliferation, one has to know 
something about how nuclear weapons work.  There are two types: 
Fusion weapons (atomic bombs) are simpler and less expensive than 
fusion weapons (also called thermonuclear bombs, hydrogen bombs, or 
H-bombs).  The effects of nuclear weapons include not only the blast of 
the explosion, but also heat and radiation.  Heat can potentially create a 
self-sustaining firestorm in a city.  Radiation creates radiation sickness, 
which at high doses kills people in a few days and at low doses creates 
long-term health problems, especially cancers. 

Chemical Weapon 

A chemical weapon releases chemicals that disable and kill people.  The 
chemicals vary from lethal ones such as nerve gas to merely irritating 
ones such as tear gas.  Different chemicals interfere with the nervous 
system, blood, breathing, or other body functions.  Some can be absorbed 
through the skin; others must be inhaled.  Chemical weapons are by 



 

 

 

 

 
 

nature i
weapons have been deliberately used against civilians (notably by the 
Iraqi government against Iraqi Kurds in the 1980s).

Biological Weapon

Biological weapons resemble chemical ones, but use 
microorganisms or biologically derived toxins.  Some use viruses or 
bacteria that cause fatal diseases, such as small pox, bubonic plague, and 
anthrax.  Others cause non
that kill livestock.  Theoretica
endemic in an entire population, but this would pose too great a danger, 
so less contagious microorganisms are preferred.  Biological weapons 
have virtually never been used in war (Japan tried some on a few Chinese 
villa

8.2.2 Ethnic Conflicts8.2.2 Ethnic Conflicts8.2.2 Ethnic Conflicts8.2.2 Ethnic Conflicts

Ethnic hatred is almost unlimited in the present international system. In 
recent decades, we have witnessed the spectacle of several societies self
destructing, destabilizing neighbouring states in the process, 
threatening world peace.  The conflicts in the Balkans, Rwanda, 
Chechnya, Iraq, Israel/Palestine, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, and Darfur 
are only among the best

Ethnic conflicts are often accompanied by gross human r
such as genocide and crime against humanity, economic decline, state 
failure, environmental problems, and refugee flows.  Violent ethnic 
conflict leads to tremendous human suffering.  Despite the fact that the 
number of conflicts has decli
remains one of the main sources of warfare and instability in major 
regions of the world.  Between 1945 and 1990, nearly 100 ethnic groups 
were involved in violent conflicts.  During the 1990s, about three quarters
of conflicts were disputes between politically organized ethnic groups 
and governments.  More than one third of the world’s states were directly 
affected by serious internal warfare at some time during the 1990s, and of 
these states, nearly two thirds exp
longer during the decade.  In 2006, all 32 on
internal, 5 of which were internationalized, and most of them were caused 
by ethnic issues (Reuter, 2011: 141).

 
Tip  

Despite the fact that the numbe
decades, ethnic turmoil remains one of the main sources of warfare and 
instability in major regions of the world.  Between 1945 and 1990, 
nearly 100 ethnic groups were involved in violent conflicts.  During 
the 199
politically organized ethnic groups and governments.  

 

8.8.8.8.2.32.32.32.3

Transnational threats create roots for the development of regional and 
global tensions. Drug trafficking and related transnational organized 
crime encourages money laundering and makes possible the financing of 
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nature indiscriminate about whom they kill.  Several times, chemical 
weapons have been deliberately used against civilians (notably by the 
Iraqi government against Iraqi Kurds in the 1980s). 

Biological Weapon  

Biological weapons resemble chemical ones, but use 
microorganisms or biologically derived toxins.  Some use viruses or 
bacteria that cause fatal diseases, such as small pox, bubonic plague, and 
anthrax.  Others cause non-fatal, but incapacitating diseases or diseases 
that kill livestock.  Theoretically, a single weapon could spark an 
endemic in an entire population, but this would pose too great a danger, 
so less contagious microorganisms are preferred.  Biological weapons 
have virtually never been used in war (Japan tried some on a few Chinese 
villages in World War II). 

8.2.2 Ethnic Conflicts8.2.2 Ethnic Conflicts8.2.2 Ethnic Conflicts8.2.2 Ethnic Conflicts    

Ethnic hatred is almost unlimited in the present international system. In 
recent decades, we have witnessed the spectacle of several societies self
destructing, destabilizing neighbouring states in the process, 
threatening world peace.  The conflicts in the Balkans, Rwanda, 
Chechnya, Iraq, Israel/Palestine, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, and Darfur 
are only among the best-known and deadliest examples.

Ethnic conflicts are often accompanied by gross human r
such as genocide and crime against humanity, economic decline, state 
failure, environmental problems, and refugee flows.  Violent ethnic 
conflict leads to tremendous human suffering.  Despite the fact that the 
number of conflicts has declined over the past decades, ethnic turmoil 
remains one of the main sources of warfare and instability in major 
regions of the world.  Between 1945 and 1990, nearly 100 ethnic groups 
were involved in violent conflicts.  During the 1990s, about three quarters
of conflicts were disputes between politically organized ethnic groups 
and governments.  More than one third of the world’s states were directly 
affected by serious internal warfare at some time during the 1990s, and of 
these states, nearly two thirds experienced armed conflicts for 7 years or 
longer during the decade.  In 2006, all 32 on-going conflicts were 
internal, 5 of which were internationalized, and most of them were caused 
by ethnic issues (Reuter, 2011: 141). 

Despite the fact that the number of conflicts has declined over the past 
decades, ethnic turmoil remains one of the main sources of warfare and 
instability in major regions of the world.  Between 1945 and 1990, 
nearly 100 ethnic groups were involved in violent conflicts.  During 
the 1990s, about three quarters of conflicts were disputes between 
politically organized ethnic groups and governments.  

2.32.32.32.3    Transnational ThreatsTransnational ThreatsTransnational ThreatsTransnational Threats    

Transnational threats create roots for the development of regional and 
global tensions. Drug trafficking and related transnational organized 
crime encourages money laundering and makes possible the financing of 
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ndiscriminate about whom they kill.  Several times, chemical 
weapons have been deliberately used against civilians (notably by the 

Biological weapons resemble chemical ones, but use deadly 
microorganisms or biologically derived toxins.  Some use viruses or 
bacteria that cause fatal diseases, such as small pox, bubonic plague, and 

fatal, but incapacitating diseases or diseases 
lly, a single weapon could spark an 

endemic in an entire population, but this would pose too great a danger, 
so less contagious microorganisms are preferred.  Biological weapons 
have virtually never been used in war (Japan tried some on a few Chinese 

Ethnic hatred is almost unlimited in the present international system. In 
recent decades, we have witnessed the spectacle of several societies self-
destructing, destabilizing neighbouring states in the process, and even 
threatening world peace.  The conflicts in the Balkans, Rwanda, 
Chechnya, Iraq, Israel/Palestine, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, and Darfur 

known and deadliest examples. 

Ethnic conflicts are often accompanied by gross human rights violations 
such as genocide and crime against humanity, economic decline, state 
failure, environmental problems, and refugee flows.  Violent ethnic 
conflict leads to tremendous human suffering.  Despite the fact that the 

ned over the past decades, ethnic turmoil 
remains one of the main sources of warfare and instability in major 
regions of the world.  Between 1945 and 1990, nearly 100 ethnic groups 
were involved in violent conflicts.  During the 1990s, about three quarters 
of conflicts were disputes between politically organized ethnic groups 
and governments.  More than one third of the world’s states were directly 
affected by serious internal warfare at some time during the 1990s, and of 
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internal, 5 of which were internationalized, and most of them were caused 
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Transnational threats create roots for the development of regional and 
global tensions. Drug trafficking and related transnational organized 
crime encourages money laundering and makes possible the financing of 
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non-
effective state control on borders and territories.

Specifically, drug trafficking, owing to its link with illicit international 
networks, has become a key factor with regard to threats against 
international peace and security.  In its
Office on Drugs and Crime revealed the role that drug trafficking plays in 
funding, not only the insurgency in Afghanistan, but also extremist 
groups in a number of countries in Central Asia. The terrorist networks 
financ
traffickers themselves necessarily being aware of it. The international 
community recognized the link between drugs and security in the 
political statement adopted at the 52
Narcotic Drugs (March, 2009).

 
Reflection  

Organized crime networks threaten effective state control on borders 
and territories.

 

More important, drug trafficking is a global problem which threatens 
international peace and security. 
the role played by drug trafficking and organized crime in the emergence 
of conflicts in places such as Afghanistan, Haiti, and Guinea Bissau.

 

 

Terrorism The violence or 
threat of violence such as 
bombing, kidnapping, and 
assassination, carried out 
for political purposes. 

8.2.4 Terrorism8.2.4 Terrorism8.2.4 Terrorism8.2.4 Terrorism

Terrorism poses a great threat to international peace and security.  Since 
September 2001, governments and ordinary people have paid much more 
attention to 
The instruments of terror are varied and the motivations of terrorists 
diverse.

What is terrorism? It refers to political violence that targets civilians 
deliberately and indiscriminately.  Laquer (2006

Beyond this basic definition other criteria can be applied, but the 
definitions become political: one person’s freedom fighter is another’s 
terrorist. More than guerrilla warfare, terrorism is a shadowy world of 
faceless enemies and irregular tactics marked by extreme brutality.  The 
purpose of terrorism is to demoralize a civilian population in order to use 
its discontent as leverage on national governments or other parties to a 
conflict.

Issues in International Politics 

-governmental armed groups.  Organized crime networks threaten 
effective state control on borders and territories. 

Specifically, drug trafficking, owing to its link with illicit international 
networks, has become a key factor with regard to threats against 
international peace and security.  In its recent report, the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime revealed the role that drug trafficking plays in 
funding, not only the insurgency in Afghanistan, but also extremist 
groups in a number of countries in Central Asia. The terrorist networks 
finance their activities partially through drug trafficking, without the drug 
traffickers themselves necessarily being aware of it. The international 
community recognized the link between drugs and security in the 
political statement adopted at the 52nd session of the Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs (March, 2009). 

Organized crime networks threaten effective state control on borders 
and territories. 

More important, drug trafficking is a global problem which threatens 
international peace and security. The Security Council repeatedly noted 
the role played by drug trafficking and organized crime in the emergence 
of conflicts in places such as Afghanistan, Haiti, and Guinea Bissau.

8.2.4 Terrorism8.2.4 Terrorism8.2.4 Terrorism8.2.4 Terrorism    

Terrorism poses a great threat to international peace and security.  Since 
September 2001, governments and ordinary people have paid much more 
attention to terrorism  than ever before.  But terrorism itself is not new.  
The instruments of terror are varied and the motivations of terrorists 
diverse. 

What is terrorism? It refers to political violence that targets civilians 
deliberately and indiscriminately.  Laquer (2006) sees terrorism as:

“the use or threat of violence, a method of combat or a 
strategy to achieve certain goals, that its aims is to induce a 
state of fear in the victim, that it is ruthless and does not 
conform to humanitarian norms, and that publicity is 
essential factor in terrorist strategy.” 

Beyond this basic definition other criteria can be applied, but the 
definitions become political: one person’s freedom fighter is another’s 
terrorist. More than guerrilla warfare, terrorism is a shadowy world of 
faceless enemies and irregular tactics marked by extreme brutality.  The 
purpose of terrorism is to demoralize a civilian population in order to use 
its discontent as leverage on national governments or other parties to a 
conflict. 
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More important, drug trafficking is a global problem which threatens 
The Security Council repeatedly noted 

the role played by drug trafficking and organized crime in the emergence 
of conflicts in places such as Afghanistan, Haiti, and Guinea Bissau. 

Terrorism poses a great threat to international peace and security.  Since 
September 2001, governments and ordinary people have paid much more 

than ever before.  But terrorism itself is not new.  
The instruments of terror are varied and the motivations of terrorists 

What is terrorism? It refers to political violence that targets civilians 
) sees terrorism as: 

“the use or threat of violence, a method of combat or a 
strategy to achieve certain goals, that its aims is to induce a 
state of fear in the victim, that it is ruthless and does not 
conform to humanitarian norms, and that publicity is an 

Beyond this basic definition other criteria can be applied, but the 
definitions become political: one person’s freedom fighter is another’s 
terrorist. More than guerrilla warfare, terrorism is a shadowy world of 
faceless enemies and irregular tactics marked by extreme brutality.  The 
purpose of terrorism is to demoralize a civilian population in order to use 
its discontent as leverage on national governments or other parties to a 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Note  

Terrorism poses a great threat to international peace and security.  Since September 

2001, governments and ordinary people have paid much more attention to terrorism 

than ever before.  But terrorism itself is not new.  

The primary effect of terrorism is 
effectiveness of terrorism in capturing attention is due to the dramatic 
nature of the incidents, especially as shown on television news.  
Terrorism also gains attention because of the randomness of victims.  
Although only a fe
market, millions of people realize “it could have been me” because they 
too, shop in markets.  In the same vein, attacks on airplanes increase this 
fear because many people already fear flying.  Thus terror
the strength of a small amount of power by its psychological effect on 
large populations.  This is why it is usually a tool of the weak. Indeed, the 
number of people killed by terrorist attack rose in a proportionate 
manner.  This adversely a

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary

 
Summary 

In this Study Session, we learnt that International peace and security is being 
threatened by ethnic violence, global warming, weapons of mass destruction, 
poverty, health problems an
terrorism.

AssessmentAssessmentAssessmentAssessment    
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Terrorism poses a great threat to international peace and security.  Since September 

2001, governments and ordinary people have paid much more attention to terrorism 

than ever before.  But terrorism itself is not new.   

The primary effect of terrorism is psychological.  In part, the 
effectiveness of terrorism in capturing attention is due to the dramatic 
nature of the incidents, especially as shown on television news.  
Terrorism also gains attention because of the randomness of victims.  
Although only a few dozen people may be injured by a bomb left in a 
market, millions of people realize “it could have been me” because they 
too, shop in markets.  In the same vein, attacks on airplanes increase this 
fear because many people already fear flying.  Thus terror
the strength of a small amount of power by its psychological effect on 
large populations.  This is why it is usually a tool of the weak. Indeed, the 
number of people killed by terrorist attack rose in a proportionate 
manner.  This adversely affects international peace and security.

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary    

In this Study Session, we learnt that International peace and security is being 
threatened by ethnic violence, global warming, weapons of mass destruction, 
poverty, health problems and other related diseases, transnational crimes and 
terrorism. 

Required 
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Terrorism poses a great threat to international peace and security.  Since September 

2001, governments and ordinary people have paid much more attention to terrorism 

psychological.  In part, the 
effectiveness of terrorism in capturing attention is due to the dramatic 
nature of the incidents, especially as shown on television news.  
Terrorism also gains attention because of the randomness of victims.  

w dozen people may be injured by a bomb left in a 
market, millions of people realize “it could have been me” because they 
too, shop in markets.  In the same vein, attacks on airplanes increase this 
fear because many people already fear flying.  Thus terrorism increases 
the strength of a small amount of power by its psychological effect on 
large populations.  This is why it is usually a tool of the weak. Indeed, the 
number of people killed by terrorist attack rose in a proportionate 

ffects international peace and security. 

In this Study Session, we learnt that International peace and security is being 
threatened by ethnic violence, global warming, weapons of mass destruction, 

d other related diseases, transnational crimes and 
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Study Session9 

International Organisations: United International Organisations: United International Organisations: United International Organisations: United 
NationsNationsNationsNations    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In this Study Session, we shall explore the roles of international 
organisations with particular attention to United Nations, because they 
directly influence international politics and the quest for international 
peace. 

 

9.1 9.1 9.1 9.1 An OverviewAn OverviewAn OverviewAn Overview    of the United Nation (UN)of the United Nation (UN)of the United Nation (UN)of the United Nation (UN)    
The failure of the League of Nations (read more about the League of 
Nations) to prevent the outbreak of the Second World War resulted in the 
formation of the UN.  It should be noted that the vast destruction, 
shocking death toll, and terrifying new weapons of World War II sparked 
renew efforts to ensure world peace through the establishment of a 
powerful international organization. 

Basically, the history of the UN can be taken from the period between 
August and October 1944, when, indeed, the World War II had 
commenced.  Thus, the Dumbarton Oaks Conference, where the United 
States, Britain, the Soviet Union and China, met to devise the mode of 
operations of the United Nations Organization.  Consequent to this 
meeting the United Nations Conference of international organization 
specifically meant to outline and design a working model of the United 
Nations met at San Francisco on April 25th 1945.  This meeting was 
attended by as large a number as fifty-one states.  Hence, by 24th October 
1945, the UN was born formally. 

The founders of the UN in 1945 were intent on rectifying the defects in 
the League’s collective security system.  A major effort was made to 
ensure that no potential member state would be excluded from the new 
organization. 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

9.1 evaluatethe success of UN since inception. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Tip  

It should be noted that the vast destruction, shocking death toll, and 
terrifying new weapons of World War II sparked renew efforts to 
ensure world 
international organization.

 

What 
established to achieve three main aims.  These are:

In order to achieve the above objectives, the UN recognized the following 
principles as contained in Article 1 of its charter:

Like the League of Nations, the United Nations has three main political 
organs i.e. the General Assembly, the Secretariat and the
Council.  The General Assembly was designed as a deliberative body in 
which all UN members would have an equal voice and an equal vote.  
More important, the UN Charter created a security council entrusted with 
“primary responsibility for the main
security”.  It stipulated that this body was to be made up of five 
permanent members (the United States, the Soviet Union, (recently 
replaced by the Russian Republic), Britain, France, and China) and ten 
non-
alone were given the right to veto certain specified important matters, 
such as the selection of the secretary general, as well as proposed peace
keeping measures.  In the UN, the most powerful count
responsibilities commensurate with their capabilities.

9.1.1 United Nations during the Cold War9.1.1 United Nations during the Cold War9.1.1 United Nations during the Cold War9.1.1 United Nations during the Cold War

The UN could not escape the same problems that had destroyed the 
League of Nations.  Individual nations were simply not ready to commit 
themselv
required, nor where they willing to surrender their sovereignty.

Study Session9International Organisations: United Nations

It should be noted that the vast destruction, shocking death toll, and 
terrifying new weapons of World War II sparked renew efforts to 
ensure world peace through the establishment of a powerful 
international organization. 

What are the aims and objectives of the United Nations? The UN was 
established to achieve three main aims.  These are: 

1. To preserve international peace and security.  This fundamen
objective is to be realized through such measures like Arms 
Control.  Hence, the setting up of the International Atomic and 
Energy Agencies (IAEA) to ensure that nations especially the 
superpowers, complied with the maximum limit agreed by 
Nations as regards arms acquisition. 

2. To promote co-operation in economic, social and cultural 
relationship within the international system. 

3. To encourage mutual and cordial relations, based on the principle 
of sovereign equality as well as the self-determination of 
amongst nations. 

In order to achieve the above objectives, the UN recognized the following 
principles as contained in Article 1 of its charter: 

1. Sovereign equality of all nations. 
2. Peaceful resolution of international disputes 
3. Respect of the territorial integrity and political independence of 

other nations. 
4. Non-inference in the internal affairs of sovereign member 

nations. 

Like the League of Nations, the United Nations has three main political 
organs i.e. the General Assembly, the Secretariat and the
Council.  The General Assembly was designed as a deliberative body in 
which all UN members would have an equal voice and an equal vote.  
More important, the UN Charter created a security council entrusted with 
“primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and 
security”.  It stipulated that this body was to be made up of five 
permanent members (the United States, the Soviet Union, (recently 
replaced by the Russian Republic), Britain, France, and China) and ten 

-permanent members.  In contrast to the league, the so
alone were given the right to veto certain specified important matters, 
such as the selection of the secretary general, as well as proposed peace
keeping measures.  In the UN, the most powerful count
responsibilities commensurate with their capabilities.

9.1.1 United Nations during the Cold War9.1.1 United Nations during the Cold War9.1.1 United Nations during the Cold War9.1.1 United Nations during the Cold War

The UN could not escape the same problems that had destroyed the 
League of Nations.  Individual nations were simply not ready to commit 
themselves to the extent that the organization’s proper functioning 
required, nor where they willing to surrender their sovereignty.
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League of Nations.  Individual nations were simply not ready to commit 
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Similarly, the UN faced another problem as a result of persistent state of 
tension between the United States and the Soviet Union.  This tension 
seriously hampered the working of the UN during the Cold War.  
Because each superpower maintained a coalition of allies, followers, and 
admirers that at one time or another held the majority in the General 
Assembly, deadlock rather than decisive action became the hallmark of 
most UN deliberations. The consensus necessary to promote peace 
through collective security was also absent at many critical junctures; if 
the Soviet Union did not veto a controversial measure, the United States 
often did. 

In spite of these difficulties, the limited conflict-management functions of 
the UN were not always unsuccessful.  At various times since its 
founding, the UN has contributed to peace by sending special mediators, 
truce supervision teams, or quasi-military forces to various parts of the 
world, including the Congo, Cyprus, the Middle East, and the Balkans.  
These efforts, though typically limited in scope and success, have proved 
valuable. 

Hint 

The consensus necessary to promote peace through collective security 
was also absent at many critical junctures; if the Soviet Union did not 
veto a controversial measure, the United States often did. 

 
 

9.1.2 United Nations after the Cold War9.1.2 United Nations after the Cold War9.1.2 United Nations after the Cold War9.1.2 United Nations after the Cold War    

The mid-to late 1980s saw an unprecedented period of cooperation 
among the five permanent members of the UN Security Council, 
particularly between the United States and the Soviet Union.  The catalyst 
was the Soviet Union’s new conciliatory foreign policy initiated by 
Mikhail Gorbachev.  After the collapse of the Soviet System in 1991, the 
United States exercised relatively uncontested influence in the United 
Nations.  For the first time in history, the UN was characterized by a 
unity of purpose rather than sharp conflict between its most powerful 
members.  This era of increased cooperation produced two significant 
results.  First, the UN embraced a particularly vigorous approach to 
international peace-keeping, sometimes bordering on peace-making.  
Second, it sanctioned collective military action against Iraq after it 
invaded Kuwait. 

UN and Peace-keeping Operations 

The presence of UN peace-keeping forces stationed all over the world at 
the start of the new millennium testified to the enhanced role of the UN in 
the post-cold war period.  No fewer than 47,000 peace-keepers from 
eighty-eight countries were serving in fifteen UN operations prior to 9/11.  
More than three-fourths of all peace-keeping operations have been 
launched since the end of the cold war (1989 – 1991) than during the 
entire cold war era.  In all, a total of fifty-nine such operations were 
launched between 1948 and 2004.  As at May 2004, no fewer than 16 UN 
peace-keeping operations with more than 55,000 personnel were 
underway in various parts of the globe.  
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For the first time in history, the UN was characterized
purpose rather than sharp conflict between its most powerful members.  
This era of increased cooperation produced two significant results.  First, 
the UN embraced a particularly vigorous approach to international peace
keeping, sometimes bor
collective military action against Iraq after it invaded Kuwait.

UN peace
before in the organization’s history.  In the first decade of the post
war period, the UN launched peace
(Yugoslavia), Sierra Leone (West Africa), East Timor (formerly part of 
Indonesia), the Congo (Central Africa), and the Horn of Africa (Ethiopia 
and Eritrea).  But these adventures are not risk
no guarantee of success.  For example, UN troops were sent to Somalia in 
1992 to facilitate the safe distribution of food to starving people, but 
rebels who viewed the UN as a cat’s paw for the West (the United States, 
in particular

Collective Military Action

In August 1990, when Iraq invaded Kuwait, the United Nations 
responded by authorizing collective military action.  The use of force in 
this instance recalled Woodrow Wilson’s failed dream of collective 
security, 
and order in the world.  The UN response to Iraq also pointed back to a 
previous attempt at collective military action: In June 1950, when North 
Korea invaded South Korea, the United Nations res
force.  But even that instance of collective security was problematic.  The 
Soviet Union did not participate and in fact objected strenuously to the 
use of the United Nations as a legal pretext for, in Moscow’s view, an 
American milita
Korea.

In 1990 
operation Desert Storm against Iraq, the Security Council became a 
forum for the major powers to meet and consult on how
Iraq aggression.  The United States gained the Security Council’s support 
for resolutions condemning Iraq, establishing tough economic sanctions, 
and ultimately approving the use of force to expel the Iraq army from 
Kuwait.

United Nations an

In 2002, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 1441 requiring Iraq 
to disarm and allow weapons inspection or face “serious consequences”.  
Though Iraq’s ruler, Saddam Hussein, had evicted UN weapons 
inspectors in 1998, the defiant
when President Bush issued an ultimatum and began a massive military 
build
December 2002 and January 2003.  Chief UN inspector Hans Blix 
reported to 
recommended that the inspection continue.
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For the first time in history, the UN was characterized
purpose rather than sharp conflict between its most powerful members.  
This era of increased cooperation produced two significant results.  First, 
the UN embraced a particularly vigorous approach to international peace
keeping, sometimes bordering on peace-making.  Second, it sanctioned 
collective military action against Iraq after it invaded Kuwait.

UN peace-keeping actions are more frequent and ambitious than ever 
before in the organization’s history.  In the first decade of the post
war period, the UN launched peace-keeping operations in Kosovo 
(Yugoslavia), Sierra Leone (West Africa), East Timor (formerly part of 
Indonesia), the Congo (Central Africa), and the Horn of Africa (Ethiopia 
and Eritrea).  But these adventures are not risk-free and they come with 
no guarantee of success.  For example, UN troops were sent to Somalia in 
1992 to facilitate the safe distribution of food to starving people, but 
rebels who viewed the UN as a cat’s paw for the West (the United States, 
in particular) attacked them. 

Collective Military Action  

In August 1990, when Iraq invaded Kuwait, the United Nations 
responded by authorizing collective military action.  The use of force in 
this instance recalled Woodrow Wilson’s failed dream of collective 
security, where in the League of Nations would be the vehicle for peace 
and order in the world.  The UN response to Iraq also pointed back to a 
previous attempt at collective military action: In June 1950, when North 
Korea invaded South Korea, the United Nations res
force.  But even that instance of collective security was problematic.  The 
Soviet Union did not participate and in fact objected strenuously to the 
use of the United Nations as a legal pretext for, in Moscow’s view, an 
American military intervention in defence of a future client state, South 
Korea. 

In 1990 – 91, when the United States (backed by the British) launched 
operation Desert Storm against Iraq, the Security Council became a 
forum for the major powers to meet and consult on how
Iraq aggression.  The United States gained the Security Council’s support 
for resolutions condemning Iraq, establishing tough economic sanctions, 
and ultimately approving the use of force to expel the Iraq army from 
Kuwait. 

United Nations an d the Second Gulf War  

In 2002, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 1441 requiring Iraq 
to disarm and allow weapons inspection or face “serious consequences”.  
Though Iraq’s ruler, Saddam Hussein, had evicted UN weapons 
inspectors in 1998, the defiant dictator had little choice but to comply 
when President Bush issued an ultimatum and began a massive military 
build-up in the Persian Gulf.  Weapons inspectors visited 300 sites in 
December 2002 and January 2003.  Chief UN inspector Hans Blix 
reported to the Security Council that Iraq was not fully cooperating but 
recommended that the inspection continue. 
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use of the United Nations as a legal pretext for, in Moscow’s view, an 

ry intervention in defence of a future client state, South 

91, when the United States (backed by the British) launched 
operation Desert Storm against Iraq, the Security Council became a 
forum for the major powers to meet and consult on how to respond to 
Iraq aggression.  The United States gained the Security Council’s support 
for resolutions condemning Iraq, establishing tough economic sanctions, 
and ultimately approving the use of force to expel the Iraq army from 

 

In 2002, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 1441 requiring Iraq 
to disarm and allow weapons inspection or face “serious consequences”.  
Though Iraq’s ruler, Saddam Hussein, had evicted UN weapons 

dictator had little choice but to comply 
when President Bush issued an ultimatum and began a massive military 

up in the Persian Gulf.  Weapons inspectors visited 300 sites in 
December 2002 and January 2003.  Chief UN inspector Hans Blix 

the Security Council that Iraq was not fully cooperating but 



78 

 

 

 

POS324 Issues in International Politics 

 

Although weapons inspectors had found no weapons of mass destruction 
or weapons laboratories, the Bush administration claimed to have 
evidence that the Iraq dictator did, in fact, possess weapons of mass 
destruction and posed an imminent danger to world peace.  The Security 
Council was strongly against an immediate invasion.  In opposing a rush 
to war, France and Germany, America’s long time NATO allies, took the 
lead.  Russia and China, both permanent members of the Security Council 
(like France), also opposed military action. 

However, President Bush decided to act unilaterally, asserting that 
postponing the action would only prolong the cat-and-mouse game and 
plan into Saddam’s hands.  Most members of the Security Council, as 
well as several key NATO allies, remained unconvinced and adamantly 
opposed.  But the Bush administration ignored public opinion both at 
home and abroad.  The US thus invaded Iraq.  The outcome of the 
invasion phase of the war was never in doubt.  The US had overwhelming 
military superiority. 

9999.1.3.1.3.1.3.1.3    Limits of International OrganizationLimits of International OrganizationLimits of International OrganizationLimits of International Organization    

Despite its successes, the United Nations has not lived up to all the 
expectations of its founders.  Although its architects sought to solve the 
procedural problems associated with the League of Nations; such as the 
unanimity rule that prevented the League’s Assembly from acting unless 
all its members could agree, the UN has had share of similar problems.  
Procedural difficulties, however, are often rooted in deep-seated political 
differences.  Other problems associated with the UN include: 

Problem of Inequality 

Small powers typically demand formal equality with large nations in 
international organizations. Anything less, they contend, would 
undermine the world rule of law and the concept of sovereignty it 
enshrines.  By the same logic, big powers insist that military superiority 
and overall prowess must be reflected in special procedural arrangements, 
such as the veto power of the permanent members of the UN Security 
Council.  Anything else, they argue, would fail to recognize the actual 
distribution of power in the world.  Moreover, as the strength of member 
states fluctuates, the original formula governing such matters needs to be 
revised.  Some nations formerly considered great powers have to be 
demoted to make room for newcomers whose status are rising. 

Problem of Unity 

In the past, the most successful international organizations have been 
based on a common enemy.  The Holy Alliance, inspired by the fear of a 
resurgent France, is a case in point.  Similarly, fear of the Soviet Union 
led to creation of the NATO alliance after World II. Finally, the high 
point of UN unity came in 1990-91, when most nations of the world 
joined the United States in opposing a common enemy, Iraq.  When the 
original threat fades, however, the ties that bind tend to disintegrate. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Problem of Sovereignty
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either a nation has the last word in its own affairs or it does not.  A nation 
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and mistrust continue to permeate politics. 
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Summary 

In this Study Session we learnt that International anarchy is balanced by 
world order; rules and institutions through which states cooperate for 
mutual benefit.  States follow the rules: both moral norms and formal 
international laws. These rules operate t
Organizations), with the UN at the centre of institutional framework. 
The UN embodies a tension between state sovereignty and supranational 
authority. In part, because of its difference to state sovereignty, the UN 
has at
the great powers. Despite the UN achievements, the organization has 
some problems; the problem of inequality, problem of unity and problem 
of sovereignty.
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Problem of Sovereignty  

The supreme power a state exercises within its boundaries; underlies all 
two problems previously mentioned.  Finally, sovereignty is indivisible: 
either a nation has the last word in its own affairs or it does not.  A nation 
can no more be partially sovereign.  Thus, the creation of an effective 
world government would be possible only if existing governments could 
be persuaded to surrender sovereignty to a higher authority; a prospect 
most nation – states consider too risky in a world where fear, prejudice, 
and mistrust continue to permeate politics.  

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary    

In this Study Session we learnt that International anarchy is balanced by 
world order; rules and institutions through which states cooperate for 
mutual benefit.  States follow the rules: both moral norms and formal 
international laws. These rules operate through institutions (International 
Organizations), with the UN at the centre of institutional framework. 
The UN embodies a tension between state sovereignty and supranational 
authority. In part, because of its difference to state sovereignty, the UN 
has attracted universal membership of the world’s states, including all 
the great powers. Despite the UN achievements, the organization has 
some problems; the problem of inequality, problem of unity and problem 
of sovereignty. 
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Study Session 10 

Global Democratization: Issues and Global Democratization: Issues and Global Democratization: Issues and Global Democratization: Issues and 
ChallengesChallengesChallengesChallenges    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In the previous Study Session, we examined IGOs, due to their direct 
influence in international politics and the quest for international peace. In 
this Study Session, we will examine why democracies are generally more 
peaceful than authoritarian governments as well as trends in global 
democratization and challenges of democracy in developing countries. 

 

10.1 Meaning of Democracy10.1 Meaning of Democracy10.1 Meaning of Democracy10.1 Meaning of Democracy    
A democracy is a regime in which all fully qualified citizens vote at 
regular intervals to choose, from among alternative candidates, the people 
who will be in charge of setting the state’s policies.  How fully engaged 
they are varies across democracies, and whether they are sufficiently 
engaged has long been a matter of debate. 

I guess most of you are familiar with democratic government from your 
own experience.  Only a relatively small number of the world’s states are 
stable democracies; though most of the world’s states have been 
democracies at one time or another since the 1960s. Democracy requires 
an implicit agreement by the conflicting groups in a state to accept the 
possibility that they will lose out in the making of policy.  In effect, it 
requires an agreement among labour unions, corporations, farm groups, 
environmentalists, professionals and all other groups to take their chances 
on the outcome of a process of policy making in which the population as 
a whole gets the deciding voice.  Each group accepts that it must abide by 
the end result and hopes that it will be able to get enough of what it wants 
out of the process.  This is what is known as “democratic bargain”. 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

10.1 explainthe concept of democracy. 
10.2 discussthe spared of democratic rule around the world. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Tip  

It should be noted that the vast destruction, shocking death toll, and terrifying 

new weapons of World War II sparked renew efforts

through the establishment of a powerful international organization.

 

However, when we look at it in this way, it is easy to see why democracy 
might be fragile.  All that is needed to make democracy collapse is for 
one or more impor
bargain and to have access to enough power to overthrow the system.  
Under these circumstances only a small number of the world’s states are 
stable democracies.  Of the 104 states that were independent as 
only 29 have had an uninterrupted record of electoral democratic 
government over the time since then (Przeworski et al, 2000).  Most of 
these were prosperous industrialized states whose people can more easily 
afford to compromise on the “democrati
such as India, Jamaica, Malta, Botswana and Costa Rica also had steady 
histories of democratic government.

10101010....2222    Quest for Global DemocratizationQuest for Global DemocratizationQuest for Global DemocratizationQuest for Global Democratization
Pursuing global democracy as a policy goal presents a number of issue.  
One i
In most of the West, where democracy has existed the longest and seems 
the most stable, it has evolved slowly and often fitfully over centuries.  It 
is very clear that democracy has sprea
now the dominant form of governance.  The issue here is whether the 
United States and other democratic countries and the UN and other 
international organizations should press for global democratization.

Essentially, the w
Curtain fell, and the Berlin Wall with it and most of the communist states 
of Eastern Europe suddenly threw off their old systems and established 
democracies.  The drama of the failed coup in the Soviet U
and the victory of the pro
their television sets.  These dramatic changes were only part of a larger 
move towards democracy that covered two decades and ranged a
many parts of the world.

In 1989
communist states of Eastern Europe (East Germany, which has since 
merged with former West Germany; Poland; Czechoslovakia; Hungary; 
Bulgaria; Romania; and Yugoslavia) several states scattere
world moved to democracy: Algeria over the period 1989
the same time Egypt, Jordan, and Tunisia moved closer to being 
democracies); Haiti in 1990; South Korea in 1987; Nepal in 1990; 
Nicaragua in 1990; Pakistan in 1988; the Philli
Africa in 1994.

In a controversial article published in 1989, Francis Fukuyama argued 
that the dismal record of Soviet
and for all that there can be no serious competitor to Western liberalism 
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It should be noted that the vast destruction, shocking death toll, and terrifying 

new weapons of World War II sparked renew efforts to ensure world peace 

through the establishment of a powerful international organization.

However, when we look at it in this way, it is easy to see why democracy 
might be fragile.  All that is needed to make democracy collapse is for 
one or more important groups to reject the result of the democratic 
bargain and to have access to enough power to overthrow the system.  
Under these circumstances only a small number of the world’s states are 
stable democracies.  Of the 104 states that were independent as 
only 29 have had an uninterrupted record of electoral democratic 
government over the time since then (Przeworski et al, 2000).  Most of 
these were prosperous industrialized states whose people can more easily 
afford to compromise on the “democratic bargain”.  However, poor states 
such as India, Jamaica, Malta, Botswana and Costa Rica also had steady 
histories of democratic government. 

Quest for Global DemocratizationQuest for Global DemocratizationQuest for Global DemocratizationQuest for Global Democratization    
Pursuing global democracy as a policy goal presents a number of issue.  
One is whether democracy is always possible, at least in the short term.  
In most of the West, where democracy has existed the longest and seems 
the most stable, it has evolved slowly and often fitfully over centuries.  It 
is very clear that democracy has spread rapidly in recent decades and is 
now the dominant form of governance.  The issue here is whether the 
United States and other democratic countries and the UN and other 
international organizations should press for global democratization.

Essentially, the world’s imagination was seized in 1989 when the Iron 
Curtain fell, and the Berlin Wall with it and most of the communist states 
of Eastern Europe suddenly threw off their old systems and established 
democracies.  The drama of the failed coup in the Soviet U
and the victory of the pro-democratic forces there had people glued to 
their television sets.  These dramatic changes were only part of a larger 
move towards democracy that covered two decades and ranged a
many parts of the world. 

In 1989 and 1990, along with the wave of democratization in the formerly 
communist states of Eastern Europe (East Germany, which has since 
merged with former West Germany; Poland; Czechoslovakia; Hungary; 
Bulgaria; Romania; and Yugoslavia) several states scattere
world moved to democracy: Algeria over the period 1989
the same time Egypt, Jordan, and Tunisia moved closer to being 
democracies); Haiti in 1990; South Korea in 1987; Nepal in 1990; 
Nicaragua in 1990; Pakistan in 1988; the Phillipines in 1986; and South 
Africa in 1994. 

In a controversial article published in 1989, Francis Fukuyama argued 
that the dismal record of Soviet-style socialism had demonstrated once 
and for all that there can be no serious competitor to Western liberalism 
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their television sets.  These dramatic changes were only part of a larger 
move towards democracy that covered two decades and ranged across 

and 1990, along with the wave of democratization in the formerly 
communist states of Eastern Europe (East Germany, which has since 
merged with former West Germany; Poland; Czechoslovakia; Hungary; 
Bulgaria; Romania; and Yugoslavia) several states scattered around the 
world moved to democracy: Algeria over the period 1989-1991 (and at 
the same time Egypt, Jordan, and Tunisia moved closer to being 
democracies); Haiti in 1990; South Korea in 1987; Nepal in 1990; 
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In a controversial article published in 1989, Francis Fukuyama argued 
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free market capitalism plus political democracy; as an organizing 
principle for modern society.  As he rightly put it: 

“What we may be witnessing is not just the end of the 
Cold War, or the passing of a particular period of post-
war history, but the end of history as such: that is, the 
end point of man’s kind ideological evolution and the 
universalization of Western liberal democracy as the 
final form of human government (Fukuyama, 1989:4).” 

This perhaps explains while the world politics is democratizing.  Put 
simply, it means reforming world politics through democratic liberalism. 
What then is democratic liberalism?  Democratic liberalism is a 
revolutionary idea, whose positive effects are profound and extensive; 
and they are: 

1) It promotes peace and mutual respect among democratic people. 
2) Democracy, at higher levels of participation, promotes human rights 

and decrease state repression. 
3) It fosters economic growth. 
4) Expanding the democratic franchise tends, overall, to reduce 

economic inequality as politicians respond to the majority’s 
demands for greater welfare. 

10.2.110.2.110.2.110.2.1    Explanations for Global DemocratizationExplanations for Global DemocratizationExplanations for Global DemocratizationExplanations for Global Democratization    

What are the reasons for the push for democracy at this point in history?  
Four possible reasons will be examined in this lecture. 

Hint 

Most dramatically, the tiredness of the Soviet Union at maintaining its control of 

Eastern Europe was a critical element in the wave of democratization that region 

in 1989, and the corruption and strange behaviour of its Communist Party led to 

the victory of democracy in the Soviet Union in 1991. 
 

First is a tired of some authoritarian systems.  In a few cases, 
authoritarian systems became “tired” and lost popular support.  In Spain 
and Portugal, long-term dictators died, and their regimes lost power long 
before their deaths.  Most dramatically, the tiredness of the Soviet Union 
at maintaining its control of Eastern Europe was a critical element in the 
wave of democratization that region in 1989, and the corruption and 
strange behaviour of its Communist Party led to the victory of democracy 
in the Soviet Union in 1991. 

Second, is the international pressure on non-democratic regimes to 
change, followed by activist networks from around the world.  Spain, 
Portugal and Greece came under pressure from their neighbours to 
become democratic, and the carrot of membership in the European Union 
was offered to them implicitly if they established democratic systems.  In 
addition, South Africans were under international trade and investment 
sanctions for several years to force them to give democratic rights to their 
black majority, and those sanctions helped lead to democratic 
government in 1994. 
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Third is a desire for human rights and security against abuse and, 
especially in the Communist States of Eastern Europe, economic failure.  
A desire for security and dignity must have been high among the reasons 
for democratization in South America, where military regimes had been 
brutally oppressive.  For example, in Argentina and Chile, thousands of 
people disappeared during the dictatorships and are presumed to have 
been tortured and killed.  Also in the Philippines, the murder of Corazon 
Aquino’s husband sparked the move for democracy. 

Hint 

Spain, Portugal and Greece came under pressure from their neighbours to 

become democratic, and the carrot of membership in the European Union was 

offered to them implicitly if they established democratic systems.  In addition, 

South Africans were under international trade and investment sanctions for 

several years to force them to give democratic rights to their black majority, and 

those sanctions helped lead to democratic government in 1994. 
 

The fourth factor in the surge to democracy was the economic stagnation 
of many authoritarian states, which contrasted with the dynamic 
prosperity of democracies such as Japan and (then West) Germany.  This 
was particularly true of democratization in Eastern Europe, where 
establishing democracy was mixed with the dismantling of inefficient 
socialist economies and the establishment of market economics. 

10101010....2.22.22.22.2    Democratic PeaceDemocratic PeaceDemocratic PeaceDemocratic Peace    

Another compelling connection between democracy and world politics 
relates to democratic peace theory. It is associated with German 
philosopher, Immanuel Kant who argued that lasting peace would depend 
on states’ becoming republics, with legislatures to check the power of 
monarchs (or presidents) to make war. Kant thought that checks and 
balances in government would act as a brake on the use of military force 
– as compared to autocratic governments in which a single individual (or 
small ruling group) could make war without regard for the effect on the 
population. 

However, modern scholarship tends to confirm Kant’s theory.  Using 
empirical methods, contemporary studies have established that 
democracies are unlikely to engage in any kind of militarized disputes 
with each other or to let any such disputes escalate into war.  Let me now 
tell you in a clear term what democratic peace entails.  The argument is 
that democracies are peaceful because democratic norms and culture 
prevent the leadership from taking actions leading to war.  Thus, 
democratic leaders hear from multiple voices that tend to restrain 
decision makers and therefore lessen the choice of war. Such states 
provide outlets for individuals to voice opposing viewpoints, and 
structural mechanisms exist for replacing war-prone or aggressive rulers.  
To live in such a state, individuals learn the art of compromise.  

It should be noted that several warnings about democratic peace theory 
are necessary.  First, democracies do go to war, although only with 
autocracies.  The easy example is the United States, which is both a 
leading democracy and the country that has most often been at war since 
1945.  Second, not all scholars agree with democratic peace theory.  For 
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example, some analysts 
democracies is an
persist in the future. Future history may prove democratic theory wrong.  
For now, though, there is broad, although not complete, agreement 
among scholars that democracies have more peaceful relations with
other than do democracies with authoritarian states or authoritarian states 
with one another.  From this perspective, even if a world in which all 
countries were democratic did not produce perpetual peace, as Kant 
thought it would, it might produce p
be promoted.  As a way of conclusion, to live in a state where democratic 
peace is promoted, extreme behaviour like waging war is curbed, 
engaged in only periodically and then only if necessary to make a state’s 
own demo

Note  

Not all scholars agree with democratic peace theory.  For example, some analysts 

doubt that the absence of war between democracies is anything more than a 

historical anomaly that may not persist in the future. Future history may prove 

democratic theory wro

10.10.10.10.

Between 1974 and 1990, more than thirty countries in Southern Europe, 
Latin America, East Asia, and Eastern Europe replaced authoritarian
with democratic governments.  Samuel Huntington wrote that it was 
“probably the most important political trend in the late twentieth 
century”.  The most dramatic changes occurred in Latin America, where 
one military dictatorship after another gave way to 
governments and multiparty democracy in the 1980s.

Similarly, in the early 1990s, the democracy “bug” spread to Sub
Africa.  At least  nine sub
Cape Verde, and Gabon, held free elections
time ever, at the beginning of the decade.  In March 1991, Benin’s 
president, a Brigadier General, became one of the first African leaders 
ever to be voted out of office.  Other countries in Africa including 
Mozambique and Co
Africa that witnessed dramatic changes, however, as black majority rule 
replaced apartheid regime. By 1997, Benin, Botswana, Guinea
Madagascar, Mali and Sao Tome, as well as South Africa, were 
multipar

However, the larger picture in the region is far from rosy.  This is 
because, democracy was later threatened with military take
government in Sao Tome, Guinea 
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example, some analysts doubt that the absence of war between 
democracies is anything more than a historical anomaly that may not 
persist in the future. Future history may prove democratic theory wrong.  
For now, though, there is broad, although not complete, agreement 
among scholars that democracies have more peaceful relations with
other than do democracies with authoritarian states or authoritarian states 
with one another.  From this perspective, even if a world in which all 
countries were democratic did not produce perpetual peace, as Kant 
thought it would, it might produce preponderant peace and, thus, should 
be promoted.  As a way of conclusion, to live in a state where democratic 
peace is promoted, extreme behaviour like waging war is curbed, 
engaged in only periodically and then only if necessary to make a state’s 
own democracy safe. 

Not all scholars agree with democratic peace theory.  For example, some analysts 

doubt that the absence of war between democracies is anything more than a 

historical anomaly that may not persist in the future. Future history may prove 

democratic theory wrong.   

10.10.10.10.2.32.32.32.3Spread oSpread oSpread oSpread of Democracy in Africaf Democracy in Africaf Democracy in Africaf Democracy in Africa    

Between 1974 and 1990, more than thirty countries in Southern Europe, 
Latin America, East Asia, and Eastern Europe replaced authoritarian
with democratic governments.  Samuel Huntington wrote that it was 
“probably the most important political trend in the late twentieth 
century”.  The most dramatic changes occurred in Latin America, where 
one military dictatorship after another gave way to 
governments and multiparty democracy in the 1980s.

Similarly, in the early 1990s, the democracy “bug” spread to Sub
Africa.  At least  nine sub-Saharan African countries, including Benin, 
Cape Verde, and Gabon, held free elections; in most cases, for the first 
time ever, at the beginning of the decade.  In March 1991, Benin’s 
president, a Brigadier General, became one of the first African leaders 
ever to be voted out of office.  Other countries in Africa including 
Mozambique and Congo, adopted democratic reforms.  It was South 
Africa that witnessed dramatic changes, however, as black majority rule 
replaced apartheid regime. By 1997, Benin, Botswana, Guinea
Madagascar, Mali and Sao Tome, as well as South Africa, were 
multiparty states where the rule of law was taking hold.

However, the larger picture in the region is far from rosy.  This is 
because, democracy was later threatened with military take
government in Sao Tome, Guinea – Bissau and Madagascar.  Even 

the early 1990s, the democracy “bug” spread to Sub-Saharan Africa.  At least  

nine sub-Saharan African countries, including Benin, Cape Verde, and Gabon, 

held free elections; in most cases, for the first time ever, at the beginning of the 

decade.  In March 1991, Benin’s president, a Brigadier General, became one of 

the first African leaders ever to be voted out of office.   

 

 

that the absence of war between 
ything more than a historical anomaly that may not 

persist in the future. Future history may prove democratic theory wrong.  
For now, though, there is broad, although not complete, agreement 
among scholars that democracies have more peaceful relations with each 
other than do democracies with authoritarian states or authoritarian states 
with one another.  From this perspective, even if a world in which all 
countries were democratic did not produce perpetual peace, as Kant 

reponderant peace and, thus, should 
be promoted.  As a way of conclusion, to live in a state where democratic 
peace is promoted, extreme behaviour like waging war is curbed, 
engaged in only periodically and then only if necessary to make a state’s 

Not all scholars agree with democratic peace theory.  For example, some analysts 

doubt that the absence of war between democracies is anything more than a 

historical anomaly that may not persist in the future. Future history may prove 

Between 1974 and 1990, more than thirty countries in Southern Europe, 
Latin America, East Asia, and Eastern Europe replaced authoritarians 
with democratic governments.  Samuel Huntington wrote that it was 
“probably the most important political trend in the late twentieth 
century”.  The most dramatic changes occurred in Latin America, where 
one military dictatorship after another gave way to popularly elected 
governments and multiparty democracy in the 1980s. 
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Nigeria the acclaim giant of Africa suffered a setback in the road to 
democratic transitions, when Nigeria’s military rulers annulled election 
results in 1993.  Cote d’Ivoire’s government did the same thing.  
Although Nigeria finally took a step in the rig
OlusegunObasanjo became the country’s first democratically elected 
president since 1983.  But, Nigeria’s democracy was later threatened with 
Obasanjo’s “third” term agenda. In addition, elections in 
Cameroon, and Gabon were
1996, military governments in Chad, the Gambia and Niger Republic 
rigged the national elections to achieve the outcomes they desired.

From the foregoing, you should know that the underlying societies of 
many Af
this context, clan or tribal tensions threaten domestic peace in much of 
sub-
met by powerful forces.
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Summary 

In this Study Session, we learnt that Democracy today is transforming 
world politics.  Democracy grew from the handful of constitutional 
regimes in the early 19th century to more than 60 spread around the 
world today. Democracy embodies constitutional
representative institutions, minority protections, human rights, and role 
of private property and civil society. Democracies have historically 
fought as many wars against authoritarian state, but democracies have 
almost never fought wars again
democracies’ peace. Establishing a democratic government is 
particularly difficult in society like Africa facing the challenges of 
modernization.
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Nigeria the acclaim giant of Africa suffered a setback in the road to 
democratic transitions, when Nigeria’s military rulers annulled election 
results in 1993.  Cote d’Ivoire’s government did the same thing.  
Although Nigeria finally took a step in the right direction in 1999 when 
OlusegunObasanjo became the country’s first democratically elected 
president since 1983.  But, Nigeria’s democracy was later threatened with 
Obasanjo’s “third” term agenda. In addition, elections in 
Cameroon, and Gabon were marred by irregularities and corruption.  In 
1996, military governments in Chad, the Gambia and Niger Republic 
rigged the national elections to achieve the outcomes they desired.

From the foregoing, you should know that the underlying societies of 
many African states are unstable and not conducive for democracy.  In 
this context, clan or tribal tensions threaten domestic peace in much of 

-Saharan Africa, where any trend toward democracy continues to be 
met by powerful forces. 
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In this Study Session, we learnt that Democracy today is transforming 
world politics.  Democracy grew from the handful of constitutional 
regimes in the early 19th century to more than 60 spread around the 
world today. Democracy embodies constitutional
representative institutions, minority protections, human rights, and role 
of private property and civil society. Democracies have historically 
fought as many wars against authoritarian state, but democracies have 
almost never fought wars against democracies. This is called the 
democracies’ peace. Establishing a democratic government is 
particularly difficult in society like Africa facing the challenges of 
modernization. 
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Nigeria the acclaim giant of Africa suffered a setback in the road to 
democratic transitions, when Nigeria’s military rulers annulled election 
results in 1993.  Cote d’Ivoire’s government did the same thing.  

ht direction in 1999 when 
OlusegunObasanjo became the country’s first democratically elected 
president since 1983.  But, Nigeria’s democracy was later threatened with 
Obasanjo’s “third” term agenda. In addition, elections in Kenya, 

marred by irregularities and corruption.  In 
1996, military governments in Chad, the Gambia and Niger Republic 
rigged the national elections to achieve the outcomes they desired. 

From the foregoing, you should know that the underlying societies of 
rican states are unstable and not conducive for democracy.  In 

this context, clan or tribal tensions threaten domestic peace in much of 
Saharan Africa, where any trend toward democracy continues to be 

In this Study Session, we learnt that Democracy today is transforming 
world politics.  Democracy grew from the handful of constitutional 
regimes in the early 19th century to more than 60 spread around the 
world today. Democracy embodies constitutional government, 
representative institutions, minority protections, human rights, and role 
of private property and civil society. Democracies have historically 
fought as many wars against authoritarian state, but democracies have 

st democracies. This is called the 
democracies’ peace. Establishing a democratic government is 
particularly difficult in society like Africa facing the challenges of 
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Study Session 11 

The MiddleThe MiddleThe MiddleThe Middle----East in East in East in East in International International International International 
PoliticsPoliticsPoliticsPolitics    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In this Study Session, we shall examine the nature of Middle East in 
global affairs, especially in the areas of Arab nationalism, the cold war, 
modern ideologies, foreign policy, international political economy, 
terrorism and Arab revolutions. 

 

11.1 Historical Background of the Middle East11.1 Historical Background of the Middle East11.1 Historical Background of the Middle East11.1 Historical Background of the Middle East    
The Middle East is a region of stable state entities.  Its boundaries and 
constituent states have been relatively constant in modern times, far more 
than, for example, twentieth-century Europe or East Asia.  At the dawn of 
the twenty-first century the Middle East and North Africa comprised a 
world of nearly 400 million people, divided into twenty-one states.  The 
majority of these states, eighteen in all, were Arab, while three others 
were, respectively, Turkish, Iranian and Israeli.  On its frontiers were 
other countries, historically and strategically separate, but linked by 
culture, belief and trade. 

In analysis of the internal and international politics, of a region subjected 
to foreign domination, it is evidently tempting to ascribe everything to 
external forces.  Compared with centuries of domination in Latin 
America and South Asia, the period of formal European colonialism in 
the Middle East was short-lived.  The former Ottoman territories 
appropriated after World War I were given independence within a decade 
or two-Iraq in 1932, Egypt in 1936, Jordan in 1946. 

 

Hint  The middle east comprises also some countries, historically and 
strategically separate, but linked by culture, belief and trade. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

11.1 analyzethe Middle-East within international politics.  
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You should know that many of the most influential studies of Middle 
Eastern politics, and international relations, are rightly concerned with the 
role of culture and ideology in shaping the region.  What is ideology? In a 
narrow sense, ideology refers to sets of explicit or systematic beliefs 
about politics: typical examples would be political ideologies of the 
twentieth century – socialism, communism, fascism, populism; and also 
broader sets of political beliefs such as nationalism or religious 
fundamentalism.  Of considerable importance to the Middle East, these 
ideologies may be those of groups resisting established states, and calling 
for alternative forms of government, or those of established states, 
seeking to reinforce their claim to legitimacy.  Some ideologies, 
especially in the mid-twentieth century, have been secular, drawing on 
modern concepts of the state, people or community.  Others, especially 
from the 1970s, have been religious, using terms from Islamic tradition, 
or those of various forms of Christianity or of Judaism.  

11111111.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1    International Political Economy of OilInternational Political Economy of OilInternational Political Economy of OilInternational Political Economy of Oil    

Oil played a significant role in the international political economy of the 
Middle East.  Middle Eastern oil was discovered first in Southern Iran in 
1908, then in Iraq, and Arabian Peninsula countries.  Production in Saudi 
Arabia began in 1939, in Kuwait in 1946.  Oil certainly transformed the 
place of the Middle East in the world economy, and whatever else, 
guaranteed a continued attention by the outside to the affairs of the 
region.  In particular, as the United States, which had earlier been largely 
self-sufficient in oil, became from the 1970s a major energy importer, so 
the power of the Middle Eastern producers in the world market became 
stronger.  Several consequences, across the range of international political 
economy, followed from this oil boom. 

Hint 

Oil certainly transformed the place of the Middle East in the world 
economy, and whatever else, guaranteed a continued attention by the 
outside to the affairs of the region. 

 

In the first place, oil shaped the social character of the state and by 
derivation, of the economy.  Thus, the states which possessed oil derived 
from it an increasingly important income, and came to depend largely on 
that income.  Secondly, while it was not, in itself, a source of conflict, oil 
did provoke a political reaction within societies.  In this context, the 
development of the oil industry and the issue of ownership of oil became 
objects of great dispute within Middle Eastern countries, as well as 
between these countries and the West. As western policy in the Middle 
East was increasingly seen as dictated by the desire to control oil 
production, this led to strong nationalist reaction.  The crisis in Iran 
between 1951 and 1953 was precipitated by the attempt by the Prime 
Minister Mohammad Mosadeq to nationalize oil.  This attempt was 
followed first by an international boycott of Iranian oil that weakened the 
Iranian economy, and then the overthrow of Mosadeq in the 1953 coup 
organized by the USA and Britain (Halliday, 2005: 272). 

One thing that ought to bother student of international politics is the 
imposition of large number of actors in a complex market place; and the 
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determinant actors in the Middle Eastern oil production were, necessarily 
states, producers and consumer.  This had long been so for the great 
powers.  Britain made control of oil a strategic priority when, in 1914, the 
British navy switched from reliance on coal to reliance on oil.  While oil 
and the attempt to control it were not causes of global or regional 
conflict, they were significant factors in the definition of strategy in both 
world wars (i.e. World War I and World War II).  For example, the 
British drive through Iraq in 1915 – 17 and the German attempt to break 
through Soviet lines to the Caucasus in 1941 – 42 were results of the wish 
to monopolize oilfields. 

However, in 1960 something else happened; the Middle Eastern Oil 
producers, and other states, such as Venezuela, set up the organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) with the aim of negotiating 
jointly with the oil companies over prices.  It was to be another decade 
before, in 1971; OPEC was able significantly to alter the price of oil.  In 
1973, however, in connection with a global shortage and of a political 
crisis precipitated by the Arab-Israel; war in October, OPEC members 
were able to raise prices by 400 per cent. The December 1973 price of 
$14 was equal, in terms of the late 1990s, to $90 per barrel.  In the same 
period, and reflecting a shift in attitude in both the region and the West, 
the oil producing states were able to take over, and in effect nationalize 
the oil companies.  The concessionary state had now become the 
producer and rentier state. 

The changes of the early 1970s did not, however, end political 
controversy over oil.  The cartel of producer states in OPEC still had to 
operate within a framework of other, stronger, consumer states and of a 
shifting global structure, the energy market.  In the first place, the oil 
producing states remained almost wholly reliant on the international oil 
companies for downstream, marketing, or operations.  Secondly, OPEC 
had not succeeded in sustaining the prices earlier raised.  Thirdly, in the 
1980s, divisions developed within OPEC between population-rich 
countries (e.g. Iran, Iraq), which wanted to maximize output, and low-
population states (e.g. Kuwait, Abu Dhabi), which wanted to conserve oil 
resources. 

Hint 

The oil producing states in middle east were able to take over, and in 
effect nationalize oil companies.  The concessionary state had now 
become the producer and rentier state. 

 

Similarly, after 1973 OPEC states encountered policy obstacles, the limits 
of political economy, both internationally and internally.  While they 
found it difficult to convert their market control of the early 1970s into a 
permanent international level, they found it even harder to use their 
natural wealth to further broader foreign policy goals.  In the first place, 
the possession of oil did not produce a common foreign policy: Iran 
quarreled with the Arab world, and Iraq with Kuwait.  Secondly, those 
states, notably Saudi Arabia, which sought to use their oil wealth to win 
influence in the Arab world found this to be a dubious weapon.  Egypt, 
whose break with the Soviet Union was in part financed by the Saudis in 
the early 1970s, disobeyed the Saudi advice in making peace with Israel 
in 1977-79.  Even in 1990-91 many of the Islamic militants who had till 
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then been funded by Saudi Arabia disobeyed Saudi and supported Iraq in 
the confrontation over Kuwait. The implication of this is that politics and 
economics were interwoven in the Middle East affairs; and this affects its 
relation with the rest of the world. 

11111111.1.2.1.2.1.2.1.2    Cold War and the Middle EastCold War and the Middle EastCold War and the Middle EastCold War and the Middle East    

After World War II, Jewish nationalists, or Zionists, waged a successful 
war against the British and the Arabs for a homeland in Palestine.  In 
defence of this action, they cited historical, biblical and legal authority 
and urged that in the aftermath of the war, Jews could live in security 
only in a Jewish homeland.  After more than a decade of severe 
hostilities, another war erupted. 

In 1967, Israel apparently gained much of what it wanted, in the region 
and internationally.  In the Middle East, the Arab world was divided and 
defeated; the Palestinians appeared on the run.  In terms of the Cold War, 
Israel more than ever aligned with the West and enjoyed the almost 
unanimous backing of western public opinion.  While the USSR broke 
off diplomatic relations with Israel when the war began, the USA, and US 
public opinion, endorsed Israel action in this war to a degree far greater 
than in the two earlier Arab-Israeli conflicts.  Indeed, American 
reservations about a strategic alliance with Israel, and about Israel’s 
pursuit of nuclear weapons, were reduced.  Instead Israel came 
increasingly to be seen as an ally in the Cold War, against Soviet 
influence.  What is observable is that Israel and its friend in Washington 
made sure the message was driven home.  As a consequence, the fourth 
Arab-Israeli war, launched by Egypt in October 1973, was interpreted in 
Washington as part of a Soviet assault on Western interests.  The Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon in June 1982 was given at least an indirect 
encouragement from a Reagan administration keen to “go after” Soviet 
allies, in this case Syria and the PLO, in the third world. 

The aligning of the Arab-Israeli dispute with the Cold War, was 
compounded by other developments in the 1970s and 1980s.  One was 
the “issue of Palestinian military action.  In an argument that won some 
favour in Washington, the rise of Palestinian guerrilla resistance after 
1967 was presented by Israel as a form of “international terrorism”, itself 
a product of Soviet hostility to the West.  At the same time, in the early 
1970s, criticism rose within the USA over the refusal of the USSR to 
permit the emigration of Soviet Jews.  This appeared to see Moscow not 
only as a opponent of Israel but as enemy of Jewish people in general. 

However, this sealing of Israel into the Cold War system after 1967 did 
not produce stability in the region.  The alignment of Israel with the USA 
and the apparent Cold War support Israel received did not, in the longer 
run, resolve the political and strategic challenges it faced.  The first 
problem was to its north. From 1975 Lebanon had been beset by civil 
war, a coalition of Arab nationalist, Muslim and Palestinian forces being 
aligned against a coalition led by Maronite Christians.  In 1976, in order 
to offset the power of the nationalist – Muslim and Palestinian bloc Syria 
had intervened in the conflict, committing one of the greatest single 
atrocities of post-1945 Middle East history, the slow death through 
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dehydration of thousands of Palestinians at the camp of Tel el Zaatar. 
From 1978 onwards, Israel to
to destroy the PLO and establish a friendly state based on the Maronite 
goals it did not achieve.  At the same time, its peace with Egypt yielded 
little in the way of broader normalization with the Arab world.  
strikingly, the Palestinian issue refused to go away.  Perhaps it will 
interest you to know a little bit of the Israeli 
this period, each side accused the other of harbouring imperialistic 
designs.  The Arab states, along
Organization (PLO), repeatedly avowed their intention to destroy Israel, 
thereby rejecting the status quo in the Middle East.  But Israel, too, 
occasionally acted to alter the local and regional balance of power, as 
when it
from the Arabs.

 
Tip  

In 1976, in order to offset the power of the nationalist 
Palestinian bloc Syria had intervened in the conflict, committing one of 
the greatest single 
death through dehydration of thousands of Palestinians at the camp of 
Tel el Zaatar.

 

Interestingly, each side constantly sought to justify its position on the 
ground that it was merely maintaining 
moral high ground, asserting that they were simply defending the 
Palestinians’ right to self
cited the moral obligations to safeguard their right to exist as a sovereign 
nation.  The concluding part of this topic is that the crises that erupted in 
the Middle East had their impact on East 
War era.

11111111.1.3.1.3.1.3.1.3

Another Middle East political phenomenon is international terrorism.  On 
11 Sept
military grouping, al
in Afghanistan.  This group had arisen out of the fundamentalist 
currents that had fought the Soviet forces in Afghani
while it drew its support from recruits across the Muslim world and 
proclaimed a corresponding ideology.  The Islamist group embodied that 
fusion of different causes 
formed the popular, liv
West Asian Crisis”.

 This group’s appeals to 
infidels) laid the foundation of terrorism
Its leaders were Arabs, Saudis and Egyptians, a
to take power in Arabs states, specifically Saudi Arabia.  Thus, 
confrontation with the west, and rhetoric of militant 
determined by that strategy.  The major reason why terrorism is mostly 
associated with the Middle E
and the West countries (Read Huntington’s Clash of civilizations) 
However, appealing to terrorism is a form of strategy to win international 
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dehydration of thousands of Palestinians at the camp of Tel el Zaatar. 
From 1978 onwards, Israel too sought to play a role in Lebanon: it aimed 
to destroy the PLO and establish a friendly state based on the Maronite 
goals it did not achieve.  At the same time, its peace with Egypt yielded 
little in the way of broader normalization with the Arab world.  
strikingly, the Palestinian issue refused to go away.  Perhaps it will 
interest you to know a little bit of the Israeli – Palestinian crises.  During 
this period, each side accused the other of harbouring imperialistic 
designs.  The Arab states, along with the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO), repeatedly avowed their intention to destroy Israel, 
thereby rejecting the status quo in the Middle East.  But Israel, too, 
occasionally acted to alter the local and regional balance of power, as 
when it permitted the establishment of Jewish settlements on land seized 
from the Arabs. 

In 1976, in order to offset the power of the nationalist 
Palestinian bloc Syria had intervened in the conflict, committing one of 
the greatest single atrocities of post-1945 Middle East history, the slow 
death through dehydration of thousands of Palestinians at the camp of 
Tel el Zaatar. 

Interestingly, each side constantly sought to justify its position on the 
ground that it was merely maintaining its power.  Arab critics claimed the 
moral high ground, asserting that they were simply defending the 
Palestinians’ right to self-determination.  The Israelis on the other hand 
cited the moral obligations to safeguard their right to exist as a sovereign 

tion.  The concluding part of this topic is that the crises that erupted in 
the Middle East had their impact on East – West relations during the Cold 
War era. 

.1.3.1.3.1.3.1.3    TerrorismTerrorismTerrorismTerrorism    

Another Middle East political phenomenon is international terrorism.  On 
11 September 2001 attacks were made on the USA by an underground 
military grouping, al-Qa’ida, which had been formed earlier in the 1990s 
in Afghanistan.  This group had arisen out of the fundamentalist 
currents that had fought the Soviet forces in Afghani
while it drew its support from recruits across the Muslim world and 
proclaimed a corresponding ideology.  The Islamist group embodied that 
fusion of different causes – Palestine, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kashmir 
formed the popular, lived and west hating dimension of the “Greater 
West Asian Crisis”. 

This group’s appeals to the ummaand the general war with 
infidels) laid the foundation of terrorism as a form of political violence.  
Its leaders were Arabs, Saudis and Egyptians, and its goal was political, 
to take power in Arabs states, specifically Saudi Arabia.  Thus, 
confrontation with the west, and rhetoric of militant 
determined by that strategy.  The major reason why terrorism is mostly 
associated with the Middle East is the confrontation between the Arabs 
and the West countries (Read Huntington’s Clash of civilizations) 
However, appealing to terrorism is a form of strategy to win international 
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goals it did not achieve.  At the same time, its peace with Egypt yielded 
little in the way of broader normalization with the Arab world.  Most 
strikingly, the Palestinian issue refused to go away.  Perhaps it will 
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support. 

11.1.411.1.411.1.411.1.4    Arab RevolutionArab RevolutionArab RevolutionArab Revolution    

The 2010 – 2011 Middle East and North Africa protests are an 
unprecedented revolutionary wave of demonstrations and protests which 
have been taking place in the Middle East and North Africa since 18 
December 2010. 

Arab Spring The popular 
revolutionary wave in the 
Middle East and North 
Africa that started in 
December 2010. 

The demonstrations and uprisings in the region have been called the 
Arab Spring. The protests began on 18 December 2010 in Tunisia, 
following Mohammed Bouazizi’s self-immolation in protest at police 
corruption and ill-treatment.  Due to similar hardships in the region and 
ultimately successful protests in Tunisia, a chain of unrest was started 
which was followed by protests in Algeria, Jordan, Egypt, and Yemen 
and to a lesser degree in other, mostly Arab states. 

The protests in the region have also affected unrest outside the region.  
To date, two heads of state have been overthrown (Tunisia’s on 14 
January and Egypt’s on 11 February 2011).  Tunisia’s Jasmine 
Revolution led President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali to flee to Saudi Arabia.  
In Egypt, massive protests began on 25 January, and after 18 days of 
protests, President Hosni Mubarak, who had ruled Egypt for 30 years, 
resigned on 11 February 2011.  Around the same time, Jordan’s king 
Abdullahi named a new Prime Minister and the President of Yemen, Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, announced that he would not seek another term in office 
in 2013, after what would then be 35 years of rule.  During the on-going 
uprising against Libyan strongman Muammar Gaddafi, Sudanese 
President Omar al-Bashir announced he would not seek re-election in 
2015.  Despite Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al Maliki announcing he would 
not seek re-election in 2014, increasingly violent demonstrations urging 
him to resign have mounted. 

Finally, both the volatility of the protests and their profound geopolitical 
implications have drawn global attention and excitement.  In the same 
vein, as many of the world’s major oil producing countries are in the 
Middle East the unrest has sent oil prices higher. 
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In this Study Session, we explored the historical background of the 
Middle East and we noted that it’s a very important region in global 
affairs.  Many of the most influential studies of the region’s politics and 
international relations are concerned with the role of culture and ideology, 
which shaped the region.   

Oil played a significant role in the international political economy of the 
Middle East.  Similarly, the Cold War affected the Middle East politics, 
especially the Arab-Israeli conflicts. In addition, the confrontation 
between the Arabs and the West created an avenue for the terrorist action 
of the Islamic fundamentalist. The current Arab revolution showed the 
geopolitical relevance of the Middle East in global politics, especially the 
price of oil in the international market. 
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The first thing you have to note is that a number of characteristics 
distinguish Africa 
system.  First, statehood was imposed on African societies, resulting in 
artificial borders that in many instances separated communities and even 
created “new” ethnic groups.  To elaborate on this, the 
of 1884 set the scene for what became known as the “scramble for 
Africa”.  Without regard for existing systems of rule, the colonial powers 
staked their claims to African territories.  These claims reflected the goals 
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Africa in the International SystemAfrica in the International SystemAfrica in the International SystemAfrica in the International System

In the previous Session, we examined the nature of Middle East in global 
affairs. In this Study Session, we will discuss the position of Africa in the 
international system.  

12.1 Features of African States in the International 12.1 Features of African States in the International 12.1 Features of African States in the International 12.1 Features of African States in the International 

The first thing you have to note is that a number of characteristics 
distinguish Africa and African states from the rest of the international 
system.  First, statehood was imposed on African societies, resulting in 
artificial borders that in many instances separated communities and even 
created “new” ethnic groups.  To elaborate on this, the 
of 1884 set the scene for what became known as the “scramble for 
Africa”.  Without regard for existing systems of rule, the colonial powers 
staked their claims to African territories.  These claims reflected the goals 
of status and prestige of the colonial states and their economic needs and 
interests. 

The Berlin Conference of 1884 set the scene for what became known as the 

“scramble for Africa”.  Without regard for existing systems of rule, the colonial 

powers staked their claims to African territories. 

Essentially, the Westphalia states of Europe developed over centuries to 
reflect compromises between rulers and ruled, and rulers among each 
other.  These states came to form units of production and units of 
meaning, thereby making social, cultural, and ec
contrast, African states were “created” and statehood was imposed at 
independence regardless of logic or historical, social, economic and 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to:

12.1 examinethe status of African states in international politics.
12.2 discussthe challenges plaguing African states.  
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reflect compromises between rulers and ruled, and rulers among each 
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political conditions.  What I am saying in essence is that the state was 
born in Europe and then exp
Britain, France, Belgium and Portugal.  As Opello rightly put it:

From the foregoing, the resulting artificial states in comparison with their 
European counterpart and their position in the international political 
econom
the unequal distribution of resources across national borders and the 
second was the lack of social and political coherence (unity) inside these 
states.
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The second characteristic of African states is that the continent is the least 
developed on earth, suffering from the highest levels of human insecurity, 
deprivation and poverty.  It has been argued that sub
the highest percentage of poverty in the world with 62% of its population 
living in this condition, compared with 25% of Asia’s population and 
35% of Latin America

Thirdly, the very high incidence of civil wars, unrest and armed conflict 
occurring within state
from the rest of the international system. Although much emphasis is 
usually placed on the civil wars on the continent in the post
care should be taken not to create the impression that civ
phenomenon peculiar to this era.  In fact, various forms of civil war and 
conflict have characterized Africa ever since independence.
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What is important here is to examine the international dimension of 
armed conflict in Africa.  First is the separatist wars, which saw an 
international involvement.  Lets take the
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Democratic Republic of Congo) involved a struggle for leadership of the 
country, with, at one stage during the war, four different leaders and 
factions cla
secession with the country’s richest province (Katanga), and (Kasai) 
province fighting for independence.  The international dimension of this 
inter

ational Politics 

political conditions.  What I am saying in essence is that the state was 
born in Europe and then exported to African by colonial powers, notably 
Britain, France, Belgium and Portugal.  As Opello rightly put it:

“it is impossible to understand the development of modern 
states without taking into account the way European states 
constructed and interconnected global order by means of 
conquest, trade, religious conversion and diplomacy 
(Opello, 1999: 181).” 

From the foregoing, the resulting artificial states in comparison with their 
European counterpart and their position in the international political 
economy were therefore confronted by two major threats.  The first was 
the unequal distribution of resources across national borders and the 
second was the lack of social and political coherence (unity) inside these 
states. 

The Westphalia states of Europe came to form units of production and units of 

meaning, thereby making social, cultural, and economic sense.  In contrast, African 

states were “created” and statehood was imposed at independence regardless of logic 

or historical, social, economic and political conditions.   

The second characteristic of African states is that the continent is the least 
developed on earth, suffering from the highest levels of human insecurity, 
deprivation and poverty.  It has been argued that sub

highest percentage of poverty in the world with 62% of its population 
living in this condition, compared with 25% of Asia’s population and 
35% of Latin America 

Thirdly, the very high incidence of civil wars, unrest and armed conflict 
occurring within states is another characteristic which distinguish Africa 
from the rest of the international system. Although much emphasis is 
usually placed on the civil wars on the continent in the post
care should be taken not to create the impression that civ
phenomenon peculiar to this era.  In fact, various forms of civil war and 
conflict have characterized Africa ever since independence.

Very high incidence of civil wars, unrest and armed conflict occurring within 

states is another characteristic which distinguish Africa from the rest of the 

international system. 

What is important here is to examine the international dimension of 
armed conflict in Africa.  First is the separatist wars, which saw an 
international involvement.  Lets take the Congolese civil war of the early 
1960s as a point of reference.  The Congo crisis (later renamed as 
Democratic Republic of Congo) involved a struggle for leadership of the 
country, with, at one stage during the war, four different leaders and 
factions claiming to be governing the country.  It was also a war of 
secession with the country’s richest province (Katanga), and (Kasai) 
province fighting for independence.  The international dimension of this 
inter-state war served to complicate and extend the war. 
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hand, the United Nations (UN) attempted to restore order and stability to 
the country.  It launched the UN Congo operation (ONUC), which turned 
out to be its most expensive peace
lasting from 1961 to 1963,
territorial unity of the country.  On the other hand, the continued Belgian 
intervention served to prolong the war.
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Armed conflicts have dominated African states for the past three decades.  One 

significant thing you must know is that these civil wars or armed conflicts are 

often a result of, or aided by, the weakness of the states in which they take place, 

thereby complicating foreign intervention.  This now explain our position of 

weakness of Af

 

The second example of armed conflict in Africa is that of intra
conflict, which centres on the struggle for control of the state, often 
involving external intervention.  This type of conflict 
into two.  The first is that of struggle based on or supported by mass 
movements or large sections of the population with the aim of gaining 
control of the government for large
South West African Pe
the 1960s and 1970s.  This low
northern borders of Namibia in terms of its military dimension, saw 
large
solutions, from external states and non
(NGOs).  The second type of intra
small groups, with or without large
whose aim is control of the state and
for personal benefit (e.g. the civil war in Somalia).

You must be aware that armed conflicts have dominated African states 
for the past three decades.  One significant thing you must know is that 
these civil wars or ar
weakness of the states in which they take place, thereby complicating 
foreign intervention.  This now explain our position of weakness of 
African states in the realm of international politics.

12.12.12.12.2222    Africa’s Relations with the Rest of the WorldAfrica’s Relations with the Rest of the WorldAfrica’s Relations with the Rest of the WorldAfrica’s Relations with the Rest of the World
How does Africa relate with the rest of the world?  Perhaps it will be 
necessary for you to read more about colonialism in Africa before you 
can understand Africa’s relations with the rest of the world.  Colon
incorporated Africa into a very specific position in the international 
economic division of labour and this encourages extensive and continuing 
links with the economies of the former colonial countries.

Africa’s continued interaction with the rest 
the Western industrialized countries can be explained in both economic 
and political terms.  African states produce basic commodities like 
copper, they had very little, if any, access to the skills, technology and 
other resour
sell their products, they were, despite the attainment of political 
independence, still dependent on many of the economic structures 
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hand, the United Nations (UN) attempted to restore order and stability to 
the country.  It launched the UN Congo operation (ONUC), which turned 
out to be its most expensive peace-keeping operation in the pre
lasting from 1961 to 1963, and eventually managed to retain the 
territorial unity of the country.  On the other hand, the continued Belgian 
intervention served to prolong the war. 

Armed conflicts have dominated African states for the past three decades.  One 

significant thing you must know is that these civil wars or armed conflicts are 

often a result of, or aided by, the weakness of the states in which they take place, 

thereby complicating foreign intervention.  This now explain our position of 

weakness of African states in the realm of international politics.

The second example of armed conflict in Africa is that of intra
conflict, which centres on the struggle for control of the state, often 
involving external intervention.  This type of conflict 
into two.  The first is that of struggle based on or supported by mass 
movements or large sections of the population with the aim of gaining 
control of the government for large-scale democratic transformation, (e.g. 
South West African People’s Organization SWAPO), in Namibia during 
the 1960s and 1970s.  This low-intensity conflict, largely confined to the 
northern borders of Namibia in terms of its military dimension, saw 
large-scale international involvement in the conflict itself, and i
solutions, from external states and non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs).  The second type of intra-state armed conflict is the struggles by 
small groups, with or without large-scale support from the population, 
whose aim is control of the state and not necessarily only the government, 
for personal benefit (e.g. the civil war in Somalia). 

You must be aware that armed conflicts have dominated African states 
for the past three decades.  One significant thing you must know is that 
these civil wars or armed conflicts are often a result of, or aided by, the 
weakness of the states in which they take place, thereby complicating 
foreign intervention.  This now explain our position of weakness of 
African states in the realm of international politics. 

Africa’s Relations with the Rest of the WorldAfrica’s Relations with the Rest of the WorldAfrica’s Relations with the Rest of the WorldAfrica’s Relations with the Rest of the World
How does Africa relate with the rest of the world?  Perhaps it will be 
necessary for you to read more about colonialism in Africa before you 
can understand Africa’s relations with the rest of the world.  Colon
incorporated Africa into a very specific position in the international 
economic division of labour and this encourages extensive and continuing 
links with the economies of the former colonial countries.

Africa’s continued interaction with the rest of the world, especially with 
the Western industrialized countries can be explained in both economic 
and political terms.  African states produce basic commodities like 
copper, they had very little, if any, access to the skills, technology and 
other resources needed to add value to these commodities.  In order to 
sell their products, they were, despite the attainment of political 
independence, still dependent on many of the economic structures 
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established during the colonial era.  This necessarily put them 
and continued contact with the West, and particularly the former colonial 
powers.
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colonial countries.

 

Political ties also characterize the relations between Africa and the West.  
However, instances of tensions and conflict between African countries 
and the former metropolis, most notably France and the United Kingdom 
(UK), and African criticism of the West
political ties between these countries and the former colonial powers.  
African countries have often needed the tangible support in many 
instances, of these powers in providing or maintaining their military and 
political securit

In addition, the relations of some African countries with those of the 
West, usually the former colonial masters, can also be explained in terms 
of the fact that some regimes at times have needed the external support 
for their continued survival.  The
other forms of political ties with the new states by, for instance, assisting 
in maintaining and developing state structures such as bureaucracies.  
Many African civil servants, military personnel and police officers
and still are, trained in Britain and Commonwealth countries.  This makes 
for the forging of various links at various levels between these countries, 
contributing to the continued existence of strong ties between them.
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Two problems are confronting African states immediately after 
independence.  Most of the internal problems are derived from the state’s 
attempt to dominate and control virtually all areas of national life 
political, s
centralist approach to development, nation
(Read Your POS 214 on more explanation on nation
begin by analysing those internal problems.

 
Tip  

Mos

control virtually all areas of national life 

This tendency followed the centralist approach to development, nation
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First is the issue of development.  At independence, very few African 
countries had a viable private sector and national bourgeoisie that were 
able to generate capital and play the roles expected of them in the 
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established during the colonial era.  This necessarily put them 
and continued contact with the West, and particularly the former colonial 
powers. 

Colonization incorporated Africa into a very specific position in the 
international economic division of labour and this encourages 
extensive and continuing links with the economies of the former 
colonial countries. 

Political ties also characterize the relations between Africa and the West.  
However, instances of tensions and conflict between African countries 
and the former metropolis, most notably France and the United Kingdom 
(UK), and African criticism of the West did not exclude continuing 
political ties between these countries and the former colonial powers.  
African countries have often needed the tangible support in many 
instances, of these powers in providing or maintaining their military and 
political security.   

In addition, the relations of some African countries with those of the 
West, usually the former colonial masters, can also be explained in terms 
of the fact that some regimes at times have needed the external support 
for their continued survival.  The former colonial powers also maintained 
other forms of political ties with the new states by, for instance, assisting 
in maintaining and developing state structures such as bureaucracies.  
Many African civil servants, military personnel and police officers
and still are, trained in Britain and Commonwealth countries.  This makes 
for the forging of various links at various levels between these countries, 
contributing to the continued existence of strong ties between them.

Internal and External ProInternal and External ProInternal and External ProInternal and External Problems of Postblems of Postblems of Postblems of Post
African StateAfrican StateAfrican StateAfrican State    

Two problems are confronting African states immediately after 
independence.  Most of the internal problems are derived from the state’s 
attempt to dominate and control virtually all areas of national life 
political, social, economic and cultural. This tendency followed the 
centralist approach to development, nation-building and political stability 
(Read Your POS 214 on more explanation on nation
begin by analysing those internal problems. 

Most of the internal problems are derived from States’ attempt to dominate and 

control virtually all areas of national life – political, social, economic and cultural. 

This tendency followed the centralist approach to development, nation

and political stability 

First is the issue of development.  At independence, very few African 
countries had a viable private sector and national bourgeoisie that were 
able to generate capital and play the roles expected of them in the 

 

 

established during the colonial era.  This necessarily put them in close 
and continued contact with the West, and particularly the former colonial 

Colonization incorporated Africa into a very specific position in the 
international economic division of labour and this encourages 

nks with the economies of the former 

Political ties also characterize the relations between Africa and the West.  
However, instances of tensions and conflict between African countries 
and the former metropolis, most notably France and the United Kingdom 

did not exclude continuing 
political ties between these countries and the former colonial powers.  
African countries have often needed the tangible support in many 
instances, of these powers in providing or maintaining their military and 

In addition, the relations of some African countries with those of the 
West, usually the former colonial masters, can also be explained in terms 
of the fact that some regimes at times have needed the external support 

former colonial powers also maintained 
other forms of political ties with the new states by, for instance, assisting 
in maintaining and developing state structures such as bureaucracies.  
Many African civil servants, military personnel and police officers were, 
and still are, trained in Britain and Commonwealth countries.  This makes 
for the forging of various links at various levels between these countries, 
contributing to the continued existence of strong ties between them. 
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able to generate capital and play the roles expected of them in the 



 

 

 

 

 
 

development process.  The few 
small
by foreign, mostly European, entrepreneurs and MNCs.  In order to move 
towards a developmental agenda, African leaders centralized the political 
authority.  This led to struggling for power at the centre and subsequent 
corruption of the system.  Thus, resources had been drained by the 
corrupt and inefficient African leaders.  However, this forced many 
African states to rely increasingly on foreign a
background to the foreign debt crisis and the implementation of the SAP 
that have crippled most African countries since the late 1980s.

 
Reflection  

Since independence, most states in Sub

monocultural, that is, dependent on the export of one or a few cash crops (cotton, 

cocoa, groundnut, rubber, sugar, tea and coffee), animal products (cattle, beef, 

hides and skins, and fish), or minerals (copper, oil, diamonds, gold, uranium, 

bauxite and i

South Africa, they are not industrialized and are technological dependent on the 

industrialized powers.

 

The second internal problem was the failure of African states to have a 
hegemoni
manner of their creation and bringing together of different and sometimes 
hostile (ethnic, regional and racial) groups, most African states were, at 
independence, artificial states that, if no
disintegrate.  The eruption of civil war in the Congo and Nigeria soon 
after independence and many others thereafter (Chad, Sudan, Liberia, 
Ethiopia, Rwanda, Burundi, Sierra Leone and so on), as well as strong 
challenges to
(Senegal and Ethiopia) clearly showed the problem of nation
and political stability.  This has been compounded with one party rule 
system and military rule.  In this context, most post
African leaders felt that the best way to arrest potential or real 
disintegration and political or real disintegration and political instability 
was to discourage or prevent the expression of differences that threatened 
national integration.  
opposition parties, which were accused, with some justification, of 
promoting ethnic and regional divisive interests.  This development led to 
the adoption of one party system in some countries in Africa.

Closely li
parts of African continent.  In the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s, military rule 
was prominent feature of the African political landscape.  There was 
military rule in many countries 
Central African Republic, Zaire, Uganda, Burundi, Mali, Niger, the 
Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Ethiopia, Nigeria and Gambia.  By 
now you ought to know many reasons why the military intervene in 
African politics (Read more on thi
increase in military rule in Africa contributed greatly to the weakening of 
democratic values such as rule of law, judicial autonomy, accountability 
and tolerance of opposition.  This however affected Africa’s relations 
with 
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development process.  The few private enterprises that were engaged in 
small-scale manufacturing, banking, insurance and trading were owned 
by foreign, mostly European, entrepreneurs and MNCs.  In order to move 
towards a developmental agenda, African leaders centralized the political 
uthority.  This led to struggling for power at the centre and subsequent 

corruption of the system.  Thus, resources had been drained by the 
corrupt and inefficient African leaders.  However, this forced many 
African states to rely increasingly on foreign aids and loans.  This was the 
background to the foreign debt crisis and the implementation of the SAP 
that have crippled most African countries since the late 1980s.

Since independence, most states in Sub-Saharan Africa have remained 

monocultural, that is, dependent on the export of one or a few cash crops (cotton, 

cocoa, groundnut, rubber, sugar, tea and coffee), animal products (cattle, beef, 

hides and skins, and fish), or minerals (copper, oil, diamonds, gold, uranium, 

bauxite and iron ore) for their foreign exchange earnings.  With the exception of 

South Africa, they are not industrialized and are technological dependent on the 

industrialized powers. 

The second internal problem was the failure of African states to have a 
hegemonic nation-building and political stability.  Given the arbitrary 
manner of their creation and bringing together of different and sometimes 
hostile (ethnic, regional and racial) groups, most African states were, at 
independence, artificial states that, if not carefully held together, could 
disintegrate.  The eruption of civil war in the Congo and Nigeria soon 
after independence and many others thereafter (Chad, Sudan, Liberia, 
Ethiopia, Rwanda, Burundi, Sierra Leone and so on), as well as strong 
challenges to central authority and separatist movements in several others 
(Senegal and Ethiopia) clearly showed the problem of nation
and political stability.  This has been compounded with one party rule 
system and military rule.  In this context, most post
African leaders felt that the best way to arrest potential or real 
disintegration and political or real disintegration and political instability 
was to discourage or prevent the expression of differences that threatened 
national integration.  They consequently outlawed or suppressed 
opposition parties, which were accused, with some justification, of 
promoting ethnic and regional divisive interests.  This development led to 
the adoption of one party system in some countries in Africa.

Closely linked to the above is the proliferation of military rule in some 
parts of African continent.  In the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s, military rule 
was prominent feature of the African political landscape.  There was 
military rule in many countries – Benin, Ghana, N
Central African Republic, Zaire, Uganda, Burundi, Mali, Niger, the 
Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Ethiopia, Nigeria and Gambia.  By 
now you ought to know many reasons why the military intervene in 
African politics (Read more on this in POS 214).  The phenomenal 
increase in military rule in Africa contributed greatly to the weakening of 
democratic values such as rule of law, judicial autonomy, accountability 
and tolerance of opposition.  This however affected Africa’s relations 
with the rest of the world, as military rule was considered an aberration.

Africa in the International System 

97 

private enterprises that were engaged in 
scale manufacturing, banking, insurance and trading were owned 

by foreign, mostly European, entrepreneurs and MNCs.  In order to move 
towards a developmental agenda, African leaders centralized the political 
uthority.  This led to struggling for power at the centre and subsequent 

corruption of the system.  Thus, resources had been drained by the 
corrupt and inefficient African leaders.  However, this forced many 

ids and loans.  This was the 
background to the foreign debt crisis and the implementation of the SAP 
that have crippled most African countries since the late 1980s. 

Saharan Africa have remained 

monocultural, that is, dependent on the export of one or a few cash crops (cotton, 

cocoa, groundnut, rubber, sugar, tea and coffee), animal products (cattle, beef, 

hides and skins, and fish), or minerals (copper, oil, diamonds, gold, uranium, 

ron ore) for their foreign exchange earnings.  With the exception of 

South Africa, they are not industrialized and are technological dependent on the 

The second internal problem was the failure of African states to have a 
building and political stability.  Given the arbitrary 

manner of their creation and bringing together of different and sometimes 
hostile (ethnic, regional and racial) groups, most African states were, at 

t carefully held together, could 
disintegrate.  The eruption of civil war in the Congo and Nigeria soon 
after independence and many others thereafter (Chad, Sudan, Liberia, 
Ethiopia, Rwanda, Burundi, Sierra Leone and so on), as well as strong 

central authority and separatist movements in several others 
(Senegal and Ethiopia) clearly showed the problem of nation-building 
and political stability.  This has been compounded with one party rule 
system and military rule.  In this context, most post-independence 
African leaders felt that the best way to arrest potential or real 
disintegration and political or real disintegration and political instability 
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the adoption of one party system in some countries in Africa. 
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The external problems refer to those problems emanating from outside 
the boundaries and control of the post
problems are fundamental to understanding the p
contemporary state in Africa, not only because they are closely link to the 
internal problems but also because even if the internal problems could be 
overcome, the external problems seriously incapacitate the state.  The 
external problems ma
state in the global capitalist system and the unequal exchange that 
characterizes its relations with the dominant centre of that system.

Since independence, most states in Sub
monocultural, that is, dependent on the export of one or a few cash crops 
(cotton, cocoa, groundnut, rubber, sugar, tea and coffee), animal products 
(cattle, beef, hides and skins, and fish), or minerals (copper, oil, 
diamonds, gold, uranium, bauxite and 
earnings.  With the exception of South Africa, they are not industrialized 
and are technological dependent on the industrialized powers.

In view of this, a study of Africa in the international system is very 
important, 
role of African states in the global system.  In particular, the dependence 
on one or a few export commodities makes the economies being 
influenced or manipulated by international markets.  Thi
the continent, as their resources and revenues diminished.  Thus they are 
forced to obtain loans from the World Bank, IMF and other international 
creditors to offset balance of payments deficits and other financial 
problems.

 

Group Activity 

With your course group, develop an action plan for African states towards 

achieving improved status in international politics.

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary

 
Summary 

In this Study Session, we discussed that African states are weak, poor, 
dependent and u
to impose statehood on African societies.  There are several features 
which distinguish African state from the rest of the world: poverty, human 
insecurity and prolonged armed conflicts/civil wars.

African states are politically independent, but economically dependent on 
the former colonial masters. This dependence however, subjected African 
states to the manipulation of their economies by international markets. 
The negative effect is poverty and un
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The external problems refer to those problems emanating from outside 
the boundaries and control of the post-colonial African State.  These 
problems are fundamental to understanding the p
contemporary state in Africa, not only because they are closely link to the 
internal problems but also because even if the internal problems could be 
overcome, the external problems seriously incapacitate the state.  The 
external problems mainly derive from the peripheral location of African 
state in the global capitalist system and the unequal exchange that 
characterizes its relations with the dominant centre of that system.

Since independence, most states in Sub-Saharan Africa have remained
monocultural, that is, dependent on the export of one or a few cash crops 
(cotton, cocoa, groundnut, rubber, sugar, tea and coffee), animal products 
(cattle, beef, hides and skins, and fish), or minerals (copper, oil, 
diamonds, gold, uranium, bauxite and iron ore) for their foreign exchange 
earnings.  With the exception of South Africa, they are not industrialized 
and are technological dependent on the industrialized powers.

In view of this, a study of Africa in the international system is very 
important, because these characteristics have serious implication for the 
role of African states in the global system.  In particular, the dependence 
on one or a few export commodities makes the economies being 
influenced or manipulated by international markets.  Thi
the continent, as their resources and revenues diminished.  Thus they are 
forced to obtain loans from the World Bank, IMF and other international 
creditors to offset balance of payments deficits and other financial 
problems. 

With your course group, develop an action plan for African states towards 

achieving improved status in international politics. 

Study Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session SummaryStudy Session Summary    

In this Study Session, we discussed that African states are weak, poor, 
dependent and underdeveloped in the global system. This can be attributed 
to impose statehood on African societies.  There are several features 
which distinguish African state from the rest of the world: poverty, human 
insecurity and prolonged armed conflicts/civil wars. 

African states are politically independent, but economically dependent on 
the former colonial masters. This dependence however, subjected African 
states to the manipulation of their economies by international markets. 
The negative effect is poverty and underdevelopment of the continent.

 

 

The external problems refer to those problems emanating from outside 
colonial African State.  These 

problems are fundamental to understanding the problems of the 
contemporary state in Africa, not only because they are closely link to the 
internal problems but also because even if the internal problems could be 
overcome, the external problems seriously incapacitate the state.  The 

inly derive from the peripheral location of African 
state in the global capitalist system and the unequal exchange that 
characterizes its relations with the dominant centre of that system. 

Saharan Africa have remained 
monocultural, that is, dependent on the export of one or a few cash crops 
(cotton, cocoa, groundnut, rubber, sugar, tea and coffee), animal products 
(cattle, beef, hides and skins, and fish), or minerals (copper, oil, 

iron ore) for their foreign exchange 
earnings.  With the exception of South Africa, they are not industrialized 
and are technological dependent on the industrialized powers. 

In view of this, a study of Africa in the international system is very 
because these characteristics have serious implication for the 

role of African states in the global system.  In particular, the dependence 
on one or a few export commodities makes the economies being 
influenced or manipulated by international markets.  This often affects 
the continent, as their resources and revenues diminished.  Thus they are 
forced to obtain loans from the World Bank, IMF and other international 
creditors to offset balance of payments deficits and other financial 

With your course group, develop an action plan for African states towards 

In this Study Session, we discussed that African states are weak, poor, 
nderdeveloped in the global system. This can be attributed 

to impose statehood on African societies.  There are several features 
which distinguish African state from the rest of the world: poverty, human 

 

African states are politically independent, but economically dependent on 
the former colonial masters. This dependence however, subjected African 
states to the manipulation of their economies by international markets. 
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Study 

International Law and World OrderInternational Law and World OrderInternational Law and World OrderInternational Law and World Order

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In the previous Session, we discussed 
international system; we also examined the internal and external 
problems in the continent. In this Study Session, we 
evolution of international law

13.1 Evolution of International Law13.1 Evolution of International Law13.1 Evolution of International Law13.1 Evolution of International Law
International law is largely a product of Western civilization.  The man 
who was regarded as the “father” of international law Hugo Grotius 
(1583 
principles that serve as the foundation for modern international law.  For 
Grotius, all international relations are subject of the rule of law i.e. a law 
of nations and the law of nature, the latter serving as the ethical basis for 
the 
they wish and that war is the supreme right of states and the hallmark of 
their sovereignty.  In addition, Grotius believed that states, like people, 
are basically rational and law
goals.

 
Tip  

Law includes norms of permissible and impermissible behaviour. It sets a body of 

expectations, provides order, protects the status quo, and legitimates the use of 

force by the government to maintain order

disputes and protecting states against each other and against government.

 

You can differentiate international law from domestic or national laws.  
How? International law, unlike national laws, derives not from actions of 
a legislative branch or other central authority, but from tradition and 
agreements signed by states.  It also

Learning Outcomes

When you have studied this Study Ses

13.1

13.2

13.3

13.4
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Study Session 13 

International Law and World OrderInternational Law and World OrderInternational Law and World OrderInternational Law and World Order

In the previous Session, we discussed the position of Africa in the 
international system; we also examined the internal and external 
problems in the continent. In this Study Session, we 
evolution of international law. 

13.1 Evolution of International Law13.1 Evolution of International Law13.1 Evolution of International Law13.1 Evolution of International Law    
International law is largely a product of Western civilization.  The man 
who was regarded as the “father” of international law Hugo Grotius 
(1583 – 1645), explained it more clearly a number of fundamental 
principles that serve as the foundation for modern international law.  For 
Grotius, all international relations are subject of the rule of law i.e. a law 
of nations and the law of nature, the latter serving as the ethical basis for 

 former.  Grotian thinking rejects the idea that states can do whatever 
they wish and that war is the supreme right of states and the hallmark of 
their sovereignty.  In addition, Grotius believed that states, like people, 
are basically rational and law-abiding, capable of achieving cooperative 
goals. 

Law includes norms of permissible and impermissible behaviour. It sets a body of 

expectations, provides order, protects the status quo, and legitimates the use of 

force by the government to maintain order. It provides a mechanism for settling 

disputes and protecting states against each other and against government.

You can differentiate international law from domestic or national laws.  
How? International law, unlike national laws, derives not from actions of 
a legislative branch or other central authority, but from tradition and 
agreements signed by states.  It also differs in the difficulty of 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to:

13.1 point out the sources of international law. 
13.2 explainhow international law is enforced. 
13.3 discussthe state of international law in the modern era.
13.4 highlightthe challenges facing international law.

 

 

International Law and World OrderInternational Law and World OrderInternational Law and World OrderInternational Law and World Order    

the position of Africa in the 
international system; we also examined the internal and external 
problems in the continent. In this Study Session, we shallprobe the 
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who was regarded as the “father” of international law Hugo Grotius 
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former.  Grotian thinking rejects the idea that states can do whatever 
they wish and that war is the supreme right of states and the hallmark of 
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expectations, provides order, protects the status quo, and legitimates the use of 
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disputes and protecting states against each other and against government. 

You can differentiate international law from domestic or national laws.  
How? International law, unlike national laws, derives not from actions of 
a legislative branch or other central authority, but from tradition and 

differs in the difficulty of 
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the state of international law in the modern era. 
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enforcement, which depends not on power and authority of central 
government but on reciprocity, collective action, and international norms. 

Now, let us examine international law and its function.  Law includes 
norms of permissible and impermissible behaviour. It sets a body of 
expectations, provides order, protects the status quo, and legitimates the 
use of force by the government to maintain order. It provides a 
mechanism for settling disputes and protecting states against each other 
and against government.  It serves ethical and moral functions, aiming in 
most cases to be fair and equitable; describing what is socially and 
culturally desirable.  These norms demand obedience and compel 
behaviour. 

13.1.1 Sources of International13.1.1 Sources of International13.1.1 Sources of International13.1.1 Sources of International    LawLawLawLaw    

International law, like domestic law, comes from a variety of sources.  
Treaties and other written conventions signed by states are the most 
important source.  International treaties now fill more than a thousand 
think volumes, with tens of thousands of individual agreements.  A 
principle in international law states that treaties, once signed and ratified, 
must be observed (pactasuntservanda). States violate the terms of treaties 
they have signed only if the matter is very important or the penalties for 
such a violation seem very small. 

Custom is the second major source of international law. If states behave 
toward each other in a certain way for long enough, their behaviour may 
become generally accepted practice with the status of law. General 
principles of law also serve as a source of international law.  Actions such 
as theft and assault recognized in most national legal systems as crimes 
tend to have the same meaning in an international context.  For instance, 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait was illegal under treaties signed by Iraq 
(including the UN Charter and that of the Arab League) and under the 
custom Iraq and Kuwait had established of living in peace as sovereign 
states. 

 The fourth source of international law, recognized by the World Court as 
subsidiary to others, is legal scholarship - the written arguments of judges 
and lawyers around the world on the issues in question.  Only the writings 
of the most highly qualified and respected legal figures can be taken into 
account, and then only to resolve points not resolved by the first three 
sources of international law. 

The fifth source of international law is international representative 
assemblies.  Compared to the generally recognized preceding four 
sources of international law, the idea that laws can come from the UN 
General Assembly or any other international representative assembly is 
much more controversial. Clearly, to date, international law is not 
statutory.  The General Assembly cannot legislate international law the 
way that a national legislature does.  Yet, UN members are bound by 
treaty to abide by some of the decisions of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council, which makes these bodies quasi-legislature. 
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13.13.13.13.2222    Enforcement of International LawEnforcement of International LawEnforcement of International LawEnforcement of International Law
The first question that will come to your 
international law most of the time?  The answer to the question is very 
straight forward; states want to do what is right and moral, and 
international law reflects what is right.

Surprisingly, international law has generally
by the states it is designed to constrain.  Thus, enforcement of 
international law depends heavily on the reciprocity principle.  States 
follow international law most of the time because they want other states 
to do so.  In thi
collective response by a group of states, such as the imposition of 
sanctions 
violator, or to stop some particular commodity trade (most of
goods) as punishment for its violations.

 
Reflection  

Without such rules, international trade, travel and tourism would be greatly 

delayed, and international financial transactions, foreign investments, 

technological transfers, and postal and 

possible.

 

However, the enforcement of international law has always posed unique 
difficulties.  You are aware that under almost all national governments, 
the punishment for a crime committed by an individual is 
arrest, trial and possible imprisonment.  But obviously, no world 
government rules in the international sphere (certainly not the United 
Nations), and just as obviously, governments cannot be arrested, placed 
on trial, or thrown in prison.  
functional equivalent of government in the realm of international politics 
is the balance of power.  In other words, states perceived as “law 
breakers” can be subjected to diplomatic censure or economic embargo or 
blockade by other governments.  In extreme cases, they can even be 
overrun, despoiled and occupied.

Clearly, there is little truth in the assertion that international law has no 
muscle behind it and those nation states are never constrained to obey its 
dicta
law has to do with constancy: Whereas ordinary citizens generally expect 
to be punished if they break the law, governments can more often break 
the law and get away with it.  Nonetheless,
pressures to conform to the rule of law can, at times be brought to bear on 
governments.

Similarly, fear of political repercussions is not the only reason most 
governments play by the rules most of the time.  As we earlier pointed
out, every country has much to gain from the existence of a uniform body 
of inter
trade, travel and tourism would be greatly delayed, and international 
financial transactions, foreign invest
postal and telecommunications links would hardly be possible. And 
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Enforcement of International LawEnforcement of International LawEnforcement of International LawEnforcement of International Law    
The first question that will come to your mind is why do most states obey 
international law most of the time?  The answer to the question is very 
straight forward; states want to do what is right and moral, and 
international law reflects what is right. 

Surprisingly, international law has generally been observed and respected 
by the states it is designed to constrain.  Thus, enforcement of 
international law depends heavily on the reciprocity principle.  States 
follow international law most of the time because they want other states 
to do so.  In this context, a state that breaks international law may face a 
collective response by a group of states, such as the imposition of 
sanctions – agreements among other states to stop trading with the 
violator, or to stop some particular commodity trade (most of
goods) as punishment for its violations. 

Without such rules, international trade, travel and tourism would be greatly 

delayed, and international financial transactions, foreign investments, 

technological transfers, and postal and telecommunications links would hardly be 

possible. 

However, the enforcement of international law has always posed unique 
difficulties.  You are aware that under almost all national governments, 
the punishment for a crime committed by an individual is 
arrest, trial and possible imprisonment.  But obviously, no world 
government rules in the international sphere (certainly not the United 
Nations), and just as obviously, governments cannot be arrested, placed 
on trial, or thrown in prison.  Nonetheless, they can be punished.  The 
functional equivalent of government in the realm of international politics 
is the balance of power.  In other words, states perceived as “law 
breakers” can be subjected to diplomatic censure or economic embargo or 

ockade by other governments.  In extreme cases, they can even be 
overrun, despoiled and occupied. 

Clearly, there is little truth in the assertion that international law has no 
muscle behind it and those nation states are never constrained to obey its 
dictates.  Rather, the real difference between international and national 
law has to do with constancy: Whereas ordinary citizens generally expect 
to be punished if they break the law, governments can more often break 
the law and get away with it.  Nonetheless, political and diplomatic 
pressures to conform to the rule of law can, at times be brought to bear on 
governments. 

Similarly, fear of political repercussions is not the only reason most 
governments play by the rules most of the time.  As we earlier pointed
out, every country has much to gain from the existence of a uniform body 
of international rules and regulations. Without such rules, international 
trade, travel and tourism would be greatly delayed, and international 
financial transactions, foreign investments, technological transfers, and 
postal and telecommunications links would hardly be possible. And 

 

 

mind is why do most states obey 
international law most of the time?  The answer to the question is very 
straight forward; states want to do what is right and moral, and 

been observed and respected 
by the states it is designed to constrain.  Thus, enforcement of 
international law depends heavily on the reciprocity principle.  States 
follow international law most of the time because they want other states 

s context, a state that breaks international law may face a 
collective response by a group of states, such as the imposition of 

agreements among other states to stop trading with the 
violator, or to stop some particular commodity trade (most often military 

Without such rules, international trade, travel and tourism would be greatly 

delayed, and international financial transactions, foreign investments, 

telecommunications links would hardly be 

However, the enforcement of international law has always posed unique 
difficulties.  You are aware that under almost all national governments, 
the punishment for a crime committed by an individual is carried out by 
arrest, trial and possible imprisonment.  But obviously, no world 
government rules in the international sphere (certainly not the United 
Nations), and just as obviously, governments cannot be arrested, placed 

Nonetheless, they can be punished.  The 
functional equivalent of government in the realm of international politics 
is the balance of power.  In other words, states perceived as “law 
breakers” can be subjected to diplomatic censure or economic embargo or 

ockade by other governments.  In extreme cases, they can even be 

Clearly, there is little truth in the assertion that international law has no 
muscle behind it and those nation states are never constrained to obey its 

tes.  Rather, the real difference between international and national 
law has to do with constancy: Whereas ordinary citizens generally expect 
to be punished if they break the law, governments can more often break 

political and diplomatic 
pressures to conform to the rule of law can, at times be brought to bear on 

Similarly, fear of political repercussions is not the only reason most 
governments play by the rules most of the time.  As we earlier pointed 
out, every country has much to gain from the existence of a uniform body 

Without such rules, international 
trade, travel and tourism would be greatly delayed, and international 

ments, technological transfers, and 
postal and telecommunications links would hardly be possible. And 
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without the elaborate and widely respected rules of diplomatic immunity, 
few governments would send diplomatic representatives to foreign 
capitals. 

13.313.313.313.3    IIIInternational Law in the Modern Eranternational Law in the Modern Eranternational Law in the Modern Eranternational Law in the Modern Era    
Prior to World War II, the Geneva and Hague conventions constituted the 
most important body of international law and set forth the rules of war.  
Since 1945, international law has advanced in several important areas, 
most notably in arms control. 

The Geneva and Hague Conventions: Until the mid-nineteenth century, 
the rules of warfare were governed by custom.  In 1856, several of the 
great powers endorsed the first of a series of multilateral international 
conventions – the Declaration of Paris, which limited war at sea by 
outlawing privateering and specifying that a naval blockade had to be 
effective to be legally binding.  More important was the Geneva 
Convention of 1864 (revised in 1906), which laid down rules for the 
humane treatment of the wounded on the battlefield.  Of still greater 
importance was the Hague Convention of 1899, which codified for the 
first time many of the accepted practices of land warfare.  A second 
Hague convention, in 1907, revised the 1899 codes with regard to the 
rights and duties of belligerents and of neutral states and persons; it also 
prescribed rules concerning the use of new weapons such as dumdum 
bullets, poison gas, and gas-filled balloons for bombing. 

Over the past forty years, a number of important arms control measures 
enacted have been multinational, agreed to by many or most of the 
world’s nations.  Some of the most noteworthy agreements include: 

• The 1959 Antarctic Treaty prohibited all military activity on the 
Antarctic continent and accorded each signatory the right of 
aerial surveillance.  It also prohibited dumping of nuclear wastes 
and encouraged cooperation in scientific investigations. 

• The 1967 Outer Space Treaty banned nuclear weapons from 
outer space, prohibited military bases and maneuvers on the 
moon and other planets and barred claims of national sovereignty 
in outer space. 

• The 1968 Non-proliferation Treaty restricted signatories from 
transferring or receiving nuclear weapons or materials.  While 
most of the world’s nations have signed this agreement, several 
of the signatories have not consistently obeyed their provisions, 
and a number of other key nations, including Iran, Iraq, Libya, 
Pakistan, and India have not signed it. 

• The 1971 Seabed Treaty banned nuclear weapons from the 
bottom of the world’s oceans outside each state’s twelve –mile 
territorial limit. 

• The 1972 Biological Weapons Convention pledged the 
destruction of biological stockpiles while outlawing the 
production and storage of such weapons. 
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13.13.13.13.4444    The Limitations of International LawThe Limitations of International LawThe Limitations of International LawThe Limitations of International Law
The contemporary international system lacks three practical prerequisites 
necessary to main
source of international legislative authority beyond the General Assembly 
of the United Nations, whose powers are negligible.  Second, no 
international executive office possesses the power to initi
international law.  Third, there is no way to force sovereign governments 
to submit disputes to the World Court for adjudication or to accept the 
verdict even when they do.  Therefore, enforcement must be left to 
individual nation
not at all.  One thing you have to put into consideration is that as long as 
international law lacks the predictability and well organized thought of 
ideas that give the rule of law its unique value, it will re
convenience for governments than a constraint on them.

Note  

There is no international executive office possesses the power to initiate

international law. Besides,

submit disputes to the World Court for adjudication or to accept the verdict even 

when they do.  Therefore, enforcement must be left to individual nation

To end this discussion, let me make some i
the lack of international law enforcement capabilities is reflected most 
yearly in the workings of the World Court.  The World Court also known 
as the International Court of Justice (ICJ), situated in Hague, the 
Netherland, i
procedural rules, but lacks a clearly defined jurisdiction.  Second, 
governments are legally obligated to abide by a decision of the Court 
only when they have given prior consent to the court’s adju
case.  This is one of the reasons why the World Court is regarded by 
some scholars as a voluntary organization that only gives advisory 
opinions.
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• The 1993 Chemical Weapons Convention intended to eliminate 
chemical weapons within ten years.  The U.S senate ratified this 
treaty in April 1997. 

The Limitations of International LawThe Limitations of International LawThe Limitations of International LawThe Limitations of International Law    
The contemporary international system lacks three practical prerequisites 
necessary to maintain the rule of law.  First, there is currently no single 
source of international legislative authority beyond the General Assembly 
of the United Nations, whose powers are negligible.  Second, no 
international executive office possesses the power to initi
international law.  Third, there is no way to force sovereign governments 
to submit disputes to the World Court for adjudication or to accept the 
verdict even when they do.  Therefore, enforcement must be left to 
individual nation-states, which too often enforce decisions unreliably or 
not at all.  One thing you have to put into consideration is that as long as 
international law lacks the predictability and well organized thought of 
ideas that give the rule of law its unique value, it will re
convenience for governments than a constraint on them.

There is no international executive office possesses the power to initiate

international law. Besides, there is no way to force sovereign governments to 

submit disputes to the World Court for adjudication or to accept the verdict even 

when they do.  Therefore, enforcement must be left to individual nation

To end this discussion, let me make some important observations.  First, 
the lack of international law enforcement capabilities is reflected most 
yearly in the workings of the World Court.  The World Court also known 
as the International Court of Justice (ICJ), situated in Hague, the 
Netherland, is a fully fledged judicial body, complete with judges and 
procedural rules, but lacks a clearly defined jurisdiction.  Second, 
governments are legally obligated to abide by a decision of the Court 
only when they have given prior consent to the court’s adju
case.  This is one of the reasons why the World Court is regarded by 
some scholars as a voluntary organization that only gives advisory 
opinions. 

 

 

intended to eliminate 
chemical weapons within ten years.  The U.S senate ratified this 

    
The contemporary international system lacks three practical prerequisites 

tain the rule of law.  First, there is currently no single 
source of international legislative authority beyond the General Assembly 
of the United Nations, whose powers are negligible.  Second, no 
international executive office possesses the power to initiate or enforce 
international law.  Third, there is no way to force sovereign governments 
to submit disputes to the World Court for adjudication or to accept the 
verdict even when they do.  Therefore, enforcement must be left to 

ich too often enforce decisions unreliably or 
not at all.  One thing you have to put into consideration is that as long as 
international law lacks the predictability and well organized thought of 
ideas that give the rule of law its unique value, it will remain more of a 
convenience for governments than a constraint on them. 

There is no international executive office possesses the power to initiate or enforce 

there is no way to force sovereign governments to 

submit disputes to the World Court for adjudication or to accept the verdict even 

when they do.  Therefore, enforcement must be left to individual nation-states. 

mportant observations.  First, 
the lack of international law enforcement capabilities is reflected most 
yearly in the workings of the World Court.  The World Court also known 
as the International Court of Justice (ICJ), situated in Hague, the 

s a fully fledged judicial body, complete with judges and 
procedural rules, but lacks a clearly defined jurisdiction.  Second, 
governments are legally obligated to abide by a decision of the Court 
only when they have given prior consent to the court’s adjudication of a 
case.  This is one of the reasons why the World Court is regarded by 
some scholars as a voluntary organization that only gives advisory 
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In this Study Session, we learnt that International law
of rules for state relations, derives from treaties, custom, general principles 
and legal scholarship; not from legislation passed by any government. 
International law is difficult to enforce and is enforced in practice by 
national power, international coalitions, and the practice of reciprocity.

The World Court hears grievances of one state against another but cannot 
infringe on state sovereignty in most cases. It is therefore an increasingly 
useful avenue for arbitrating relatively minor conflicts. This is why the 
World Court is regarded as a voluntary organization which only gives advisory 
opinions. 
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e learnt that International law is the formal body 
of rules for state relations, derives from treaties, custom, general principles 
and legal scholarship; not from legislation passed by any government. 
International law is difficult to enforce and is enforced in practice by 

nd the practice of reciprocity. 

The World Court hears grievances of one state against another but cannot 
infringe on state sovereignty in most cases. It is therefore an increasingly 
useful avenue for arbitrating relatively minor conflicts. This is why the 
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Study Session 14 

Globalization and the Quest for Globalization and the Quest for Globalization and the Quest for Globalization and the Quest for 
Global GovernanceGlobal GovernanceGlobal GovernanceGlobal Governance    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
In the previous Session, we highlighted the logic behind the evolution of 
international law and also distinguish between customary and 
international law. In this Study Session, we shall discuss the concept of 
globalization within the context of North/South relations and also 
analyses collective action in the context of global governance. 

 

14.1 Globalization14.1 Globalization14.1 Globalization14.1 Globalization    
Globalization, by its very nature, is a big and complex subject. The 
complexity is that there are probably as many definitions of globalization 
as there are many students of it.  What is globalization?  Globalization is 
the intensification of economic, social, and cultural relations across 
borders. One thing you must put into consideration is the idea of 
globalization is of the fact that a common consciousness would promote a 
thinking of common belongingness. 

For our purpose in this lecture, we many define it as a process by which 
different regions of the world are pulled together through an expanding 
network of exchanges of people and ideas and cultures and well as goods 
and services across vast distances. On the other hand, globalization 
stimulates local systems to acquire more connections with higher levels 
of human aggregation. Put in a more precise form, globalization is 
integrating villages into a city, a city into a metropolis, a metropolis into a 
nation, nations into an international system, and now an international 
system into a global arena. That is, globalization entails a global village. 

Although globalization is the integration of economic, cultural, and social 
relations, the driving force has been, arguably, economic i.e. the 
internationalization of production, trade, distribution and finance. You 

Learning Outcomes 

When you have studied this Study Session, you should be able to: 

14.1   Explain the effects of globalisation in international politics.  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

must agree that this process is taking place; but you must ask yourselves 
the consequences.  If the driving force for globalization is economic, the
the driving engines of this process of globalization are Western Europe 
and America.  This is why in the opinion of many people; globalization is 
synonymous with Westernization or Americanization.

 
Tip  

Globalization is the intensification of economic, 

across borders.

 

What makes globalization to be effective is that national governments 
seem to be either less able or less willing to exercise control over the 
goods, people, and ideas across their borders. This is not to say that 
national sovereignty is dead.  Rather, due
willingness, governments have become inclined to surrender some of the 
control over cross
their sovereign authority.  In many cases governments have been forced 
to surren
many other cases, however, governments have chosen not to impede the 
process of globalization, either because they perceive globalization to be 
in their national interests or because they wa
international norms. 

From an optimistic perspective, an awareness of the common destiny of 
all, alongside the declining ability of many sovereign states to cope with 
global problems through national means, will energize effor
interstate competition. According to this reasoning, conflict will move 
away gradually as humanity begins to better recognize that national 
borders and oceans provide little protection against the multiple 
challenges arising from the global
and trade.  Globalization is creating a strong web of constraints on the 
foreign policy behaviour of those who are plugged into the network of 
global transactions. Consequently, because globalization makes it 
imperati
linkages should be welcomed.  What the optimists are saying is that 
globalization is a public good to be promoted for human development 
because ultimately it will increase the wealth of ever

From a more pessimistic point of view, the irreversible process of 
globalization will not lead to transnational collaboration.  It will lead to 
competition. Regardless of how compelling the need or how rewarding 
the benefits, increased con
society of states will breed enmity, not amity. According to this view, 
globalization empowers advantaged states but constraints the prospects of 
weak states, producing new inequalities in a highly stratified 
hierarchy in which the gap between the wealthy and the poor continues to 
widen.  For the pessimists, because its benefits will not be distributed 
equally, globalization will likely generate conflict between winners and 
losers.  In the same vein, the
reducing states’ control over their national futures and fates.  Thus, states’ 
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must agree that this process is taking place; but you must ask yourselves 
the consequences.  If the driving force for globalization is economic, the
the driving engines of this process of globalization are Western Europe 
and America.  This is why in the opinion of many people; globalization is 
synonymous with Westernization or Americanization.

Globalization is the intensification of economic, social, and cultural relations 

across borders. 

What makes globalization to be effective is that national governments 
seem to be either less able or less willing to exercise control over the 
goods, people, and ideas across their borders. This is not to say that 
national sovereignty is dead.  Rather, due to changes in opportunities and 
willingness, governments have become inclined to surrender some of the 
control over cross-border transactions they once exercised by virtue of 
their sovereign authority.  In many cases governments have been forced 
to surrender their efforts to control financial and information flows.  In 
many other cases, however, governments have chosen not to impede the 
process of globalization, either because they perceive globalization to be 
in their national interests or because they want to act in accordance with 
international norms.   

From an optimistic perspective, an awareness of the common destiny of 
all, alongside the declining ability of many sovereign states to cope with 
global problems through national means, will energize effor
interstate competition. According to this reasoning, conflict will move 
away gradually as humanity begins to better recognize that national 
borders and oceans provide little protection against the multiple 
challenges arising from the global revolution in travel, communications, 
and trade.  Globalization is creating a strong web of constraints on the 
foreign policy behaviour of those who are plugged into the network of 
global transactions. Consequently, because globalization makes it 
imperative that states cooperate, this continued tightening of interstate 
linkages should be welcomed.  What the optimists are saying is that 
globalization is a public good to be promoted for human development 
because ultimately it will increase the wealth of everyone everywhere.

From a more pessimistic point of view, the irreversible process of 
globalization will not lead to transnational collaboration.  It will lead to 
competition. Regardless of how compelling the need or how rewarding 
the benefits, increased contact and the trend toward an integrated single 
society of states will breed enmity, not amity. According to this view, 
globalization empowers advantaged states but constraints the prospects of 
weak states, producing new inequalities in a highly stratified 
hierarchy in which the gap between the wealthy and the poor continues to 
widen.  For the pessimists, because its benefits will not be distributed 
equally, globalization will likely generate conflict between winners and 
losers.  In the same vein, the pessimists argued that globalization is 
reducing states’ control over their national futures and fates.  Thus, states’ 
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must agree that this process is taking place; but you must ask yourselves 
the consequences.  If the driving force for globalization is economic, then 
the driving engines of this process of globalization are Western Europe 
and America.  This is why in the opinion of many people; globalization is 
synonymous with Westernization or Americanization. 

social, and cultural relations 

What makes globalization to be effective is that national governments 
seem to be either less able or less willing to exercise control over the 
goods, people, and ideas across their borders. This is not to say that 
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der their efforts to control financial and information flows.  In 
many other cases, however, governments have chosen not to impede the 
process of globalization, either because they perceive globalization to be 
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From an optimistic perspective, an awareness of the common destiny of 
all, alongside the declining ability of many sovereign states to cope with 
global problems through national means, will energize efforts to put aside 
interstate competition. According to this reasoning, conflict will move 
away gradually as humanity begins to better recognize that national 
borders and oceans provide little protection against the multiple 

revolution in travel, communications, 
and trade.  Globalization is creating a strong web of constraints on the 
foreign policy behaviour of those who are plugged into the network of 
global transactions. Consequently, because globalization makes it 

ve that states cooperate, this continued tightening of interstate 
linkages should be welcomed.  What the optimists are saying is that 
globalization is a public good to be promoted for human development 

yone everywhere. 

From a more pessimistic point of view, the irreversible process of 
globalization will not lead to transnational collaboration.  It will lead to 
competition. Regardless of how compelling the need or how rewarding 

tact and the trend toward an integrated single 
society of states will breed enmity, not amity. According to this view, 
globalization empowers advantaged states but constraints the prospects of 
weak states, producing new inequalities in a highly stratified global 
hierarchy in which the gap between the wealthy and the poor continues to 
widen.  For the pessimists, because its benefits will not be distributed 
equally, globalization will likely generate conflict between winners and 

pessimists argued that globalization is 
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capacities to govern themselves are eroding.  Their sovereign ability to 
manage their economics, politics, environment and even security within 
their territories is slipping. 

Hint 

Globalization is creating a strong web of constraints on the foreign policy 

behaviour of those who are plugged into the network of global transactions. 

Consequently, because globalization makes it imperative that states cooperate, 

this continued tightening of interstate linkages should be welcomed.  What the 

optimists are saying is that globalization is a public good to be promoted for 

human development because ultimately it will increase the wealth of everyone 

everywhere. 
 

14.14.14.14.1.11.11.11.1    Globalization and Third World CountriesGlobalization and Third World CountriesGlobalization and Third World CountriesGlobalization and Third World Countries    

Most Third World Countries have been unable to reap benefits from 
globalization because of several weaknesses. First, Third World 
Countries were economically weak due to the lack of domestic economic 
capacity and weak social infrastructure following the colonial experience.  
They were made weaker by low export prices and significant terms-of-
trade decline as well as the debt crisis and the burden of debt servicing.  
The policy conditionality attached to loan rescheduling packages 
hampered the recovery of many countries and led to further deterioration 
in the social services.  Given the unequal capacities of North and South, 
the development of technology (especially information and 
communication technologies) further widened the gap. 

Secondly, many Third World Countries have been characterized by 
dictatorships, abuse of power and economic mismanagement, which 
undermined the development process.  All these factors meant that Third 
World Countries was in weak position to take on the challenges of 
globalization, as the condition for success in liberalization were not 
present.  Given the lack of conductive conditions and preparedness, rapid 
liberalization caused more harm than benefit. 

The third point why Third World Countries are very weak in the 
globalization process stems from its lack of bargaining and negotiating 
strength in international relations.  Being heavily indebted and dependent 
on bilateral aid donors and multilateral loan organizations, Third World 
Countries have been drained of their capacity to negotiate (even on the 
terms of loan conditionality).  The powers of the United Nations, in 
which the Third World Countries are in a more favourable position, have 
been diminished, whereas the mandate and powers of the institutions 
under the control of developed countries (the IMF, World Bank and 
WTO) have been increased tremendously.  In other words, the developed 
countries have leverage in the Bretton Woods Institutions to shape the 
content of globalization to serve their needs and to formulate policies 
which the Third World Countries have to take on. 

Finally, the developed countries are well placed to determine the 
globalization agenda.  They are well organized within their own 
countries, with well-staffed departments dealing with international trade 
and finance.  They also have well trained university academics and 
private and quasi-government think-tanks helping to obtain information 



 

 

 

 

 
 

and map policies and strategies.  In addition, the developed 
have institutions and mechanisms helping to coordinate their policies and 
positions, for example, the European Commission, the OECD and the G7, 
and their s

 
Reflection  

Third World Countries are very weak in the

lack of bargaining and negotiating strength in international relations.  They are 

heavily indebted and dependent on bilateral aid donors and multilateral loan 

organizations,

 

In contrast, Third World Countries are no
own countries. The government departments dealing with the interface 
with the global economy are understaffed, especially in relation to the 
rapid developments in globalization and in global negotiations. The 
academic sector a
obtain and assess information on globalization trends, and less still to 
formulate policy proposals that governments can make use of. Thus, the 
links between these intellectual sectors, the NGOs and g
often weak.    

14141414.1.2.1.2.1.2.1.2

There are issues which relates to global reforms in the context of 
globalization.  Because globalization brings us closer together, we need 
to define a civic ethic for the global 
certain basic values shared by humanity 
and equality, mutual respect, caring and integrity.  Put differently, global 
governance is needed to manage a globalized world.

However, suppo
definition, but do agree that “governance” is not synonymous with 
government”, or with more government.  What then is global 
governance?  Global governance encompasses activities at all levels of 
human in
examination of various governance activities, from formal to informal, 
from law to rules to understandings, at a variety of locales. It is not the 
hierarchical approach of world government.

Essen
governmental organization, International organizations, Multinational 
corporations, States and Transgovernmental coalitions).  Their processes 
of interaction are more frequent and intense 
past, ranging from conventional ad hoc cooperation and formal 
interorganizational collaboration to social networks and even computer 
based communities on the World Wide Web.  The processes can be direct 
or indirect, spontaneous
unintended, subsystems or global.

What we are saying in essence is that to make globalization a clean and 
compassionate process that can engineer sustainable development for all 
humanity, a global 
to manage a world knit closer together.  While global civil society must 
interact with states, the code of global civil society denies the primacy of 
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and map policies and strategies.  In addition, the developed 
have institutions and mechanisms helping to coordinate their policies and 
positions, for example, the European Commission, the OECD and the G7, 
and their subsidiary bodies and agencies. 

Third World Countries are very weak in the globalization process stems from its 

lack of bargaining and negotiating strength in international relations.  They are 

heavily indebted and dependent on bilateral aid donors and multilateral loan 

organizations, 

In contrast, Third World Countries are not well organized within their 
own countries. The government departments dealing with the interface 
with the global economy are understaffed, especially in relation to the 
rapid developments in globalization and in global negotiations. The 
academic sector and the few think-tanks which exist are not geared up to 
obtain and assess information on globalization trends, and less still to 
formulate policy proposals that governments can make use of. Thus, the 
links between these intellectual sectors, the NGOs and g
often weak.     

.1.2.1.2.1.2.1.2    Quest for Global GovernanceQuest for Global GovernanceQuest for Global GovernanceQuest for Global Governance    

There are issues which relates to global reforms in the context of 
globalization.  Because globalization brings us closer together, we need 
to define a civic ethic for the global neighbourhood, one that incorporates 
certain basic values shared by humanity – respect for life, liberty, justice 
and equality, mutual respect, caring and integrity.  Put differently, global 
governance is needed to manage a globalized world. 

However, supporters of global governance do not agree on a strict 
definition, but do agree that “governance” is not synonymous with 
government”, or with more government.  What then is global 
governance?  Global governance encompasses activities at all levels of 
human interaction that have international repercussions.  It implies 
examination of various governance activities, from formal to informal, 
from law to rules to understandings, at a variety of locales. It is not the 
hierarchical approach of world government. 

Essentially, various participants in global governance are in place 
governmental organization, International organizations, Multinational 
corporations, States and Transgovernmental coalitions).  Their processes 
of interaction are more frequent and intense than they have been in the 
past, ranging from conventional ad hoc cooperation and formal 
interorganizational collaboration to social networks and even computer 
based communities on the World Wide Web.  The processes can be direct 
or indirect, spontaneous or mobilized, brief or prolonged, intended or 
unintended, subsystems or global. 

What we are saying in essence is that to make globalization a clean and 
compassionate process that can engineer sustainable development for all 
humanity, a global civil society will require a greater global governance 
to manage a world knit closer together.  While global civil society must 
interact with states, the code of global civil society denies the primacy of 
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and map policies and strategies.  In addition, the developed countries also 
have institutions and mechanisms helping to coordinate their policies and 
positions, for example, the European Commission, the OECD and the G7, 

globalization process stems from its 

lack of bargaining and negotiating strength in international relations.  They are 

heavily indebted and dependent on bilateral aid donors and multilateral loan 

t well organized within their 
own countries. The government departments dealing with the interface 
with the global economy are understaffed, especially in relation to the 
rapid developments in globalization and in global negotiations. The 

tanks which exist are not geared up to 
obtain and assess information on globalization trends, and less still to 
formulate policy proposals that governments can make use of. Thus, the 
links between these intellectual sectors, the NGOs and governments are 
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corporations, States and Transgovernmental coalitions).  Their processes 

than they have been in the 
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interorganizational collaboration to social networks and even computer - 
based communities on the World Wide Web.  The processes can be direct 
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What we are saying in essence is that to make globalization a clean and 
compassionate process that can engineer sustainable development for all 

will require a greater global governance 
to manage a world knit closer together.  While global civil society must 
interact with states, the code of global civil society denies the primacy of 
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states or their sovereign rights.  One thing you must put into 
consideration is that this civil society is global not only because of those 
connections that cross national boundaries and operate within the global, 
non-
consciousness in the way the 

 
Tip  

Global governance encompasses activities at all levels of human interaction that 

have international repercussions.  It implies examination of various governance 

activities, from formal to informal, from law to rul

variety of locales. It is not the hierarchical approach of world government.
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