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Vice-Chancellor's Message

The Distance Learning Centre is building on a stiatlition of over two decades of
service in the provision of External Studies Progree and now Distance Learning
Education in Nigeria and beyond. The Distance Liegrrmode to which we are
committed is providing access to many deservingeNams in having access to higher
education especially those who by the nature aof #regagement do not have the luxury
of full time education. Recently, it is contribugiim no small measure to providing places
for teeming Nigerian youths who for one reasorherdther could not get admission into
the conventional universities.

These course materials have been written by wrigpesially trained in ODL course
delivery. The writers have made great efforts tovmte up to date information,
knowledge and skills in the different disciplinesdaensure that the materials are user-
friendly.

In addition to provision of course materials innprand e-format, a lot of Information
Technology input has also gone into the deploynoérdourse materials. Most of them
can be downloaded from the DLC website and arelabaiin audio format which you
can also download into your mobile phones, IPod3Nimhong other devices to allow
you listen to the audio study sessions. Some ofsthdy session materials have been
scripted and are being broadcast on the univessiyamond Radio FM 101.1, while
others have been delivered and captured in audimliformat in a classroom
environment for use by our students. Detailed mfmon on availability and access is
available on the website. We will continue in offods to provide and review course
materials for our courses.

However, for you to take advantage of these formaia will need to improve on your
I.T. skills and develop requisite distance learn{@glture. It is well known that, for
efficient and effective provision of Distance leag education, availability of
appropriate and relevant course materialsgs@qua non. So also, is the availability of
multiple plat form for the convenience of our stage It is in fulfilment of this, that
series of course materials are being written tdkenaur students study at their own pace
and convenience.

It is our hope that you will put these course niateito the best use.

boltloniry

Prof. Abel Idowu Olayinka
Vice-Chancellor



Foreword

As part of its vision of providing  education fOLiberty and Development” for
Nigerians and the International Community, the @nsity of Ibadan, Distance Learning
Centre has recently embarked on a vigorous repasity agenda which aimed at
embracing a holistic and all encompassing appréathe delivery of its Open Distance
Learning (ODL) programmes. Thus we are committeglobal best practices in distance
learning provision. Apart from providing an effioke administrative and academic
support for our students, we are committed to mlog educational re materials for the
use of our students. We are convinced that, witlaoutip-to-date, learner-friendly and
distance learning compliant course materials, tlwaraot be any basis to lay claim to
being a provider of distance learning educatiodebd, availability of appropriate course
materials in multiple formats is the hub of anytalie learning provision worldwide.

In view of the above, we are vigorously pursuingaasatter of priority, the provision of
credible, learner-friendly and interactive coursatenials for all our courses. We
commissioned the authoring of, and review of coumnsgerials to teams of experts and
their outputs were subjected to rigorous peer rev@ensure standard. The approach not
only emphasizes cognitive knowledge, but alsoskild humane values which are at the
core of education, even in an ICT age.

The development of the materials which is on-gaatgp had input from experienced
editors and illustrators who have ensured that thesy accurate, current and learner-
friendly. They are specially written with distanearners in mind. This is very important
because, distance learning involves non-residestiglents who can often feel isolated
from the community of learners.

It is important to note that, for a distance learmeexcel there is the need to and read
relevant materials apart from this course matefialerefore, adequate supplementary
reading materials as well as other informationessailggested in the course materials.

Apart from the responsibility for you to read tbmsurse material with others, you are also
advised to seek assistance from your course f#oig especially academic advisors
during your study even before the interactive sessvhich is by design for revision.
Your academic advisors will assist you using comentechnology including Google
Hang Out, You Tube, Talk Fusion, etc. but you hevtake advantage of these. It is also
going to be of immense advantage if you complesggaments as at when due so as to
have necessary feedbacks as a guide.

The implication of the above is that, a distanarer has a responsibility to develop
requisite distance learning culture which includigent and disciplined self-study,
seeking available administrative and academic sdppod acquisition of basic
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information technology skills. This is why you aecouraged to develop your computer
skills by availing yourself the opportunity of tnamg that the Centre’s provide and put
these into use.

In conclusion, it is envisaged that the course masewould also be useful for the

regular students of tertiary institutions in Nigewho are faced with a dearth of high
guality textbooks. We are therefore, delighted tespnt these titles to both our distance
learning students and the university’s regular etisl We are confident that the
materials will be an invaluable re to all.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewersd goroduction staff for the high
guality of work.

Best wishes.

@‘—-—ﬂ ) 2

Professor Bayo Okunade
Director



Course Introduction

| welcome you to this course titled ‘Foundations Ediropean Civilizations’. As the title
indicates, the course traces the history of Eusopk describes the human events that had taken
place on the continent of Europe from 800 to 1300m the beginning of the Middle Ages to
modern times Europe has had a turbulent, culted,much documented history. At the end of
the Roman Empire the East, Northern and Westerpngeuwent through a post-Roman period
commonly known as the Dark Ages, characterizeddwjie in learning, in the organization of
society, and by the predations of various invadessticularly the Vikings, Avars, Magyars and
Arabs. The Dark Ages were immediately followed bg Middle Ages characterized by the re-
establishment of organized society, chiefly on tduidhes, and the domination in the West of the
Roman Catholic Church. In the East, Muslim incumsi¢riggered the Crusades, and eventually
led to the collapse of the Byzantine Empire. Thedit Ages were followed by the Renaissance,
a rediscovery of classical learning and values,ctwhoverlapped with the Reformation, a
religious and political movement which saw muchNafithern Europe break decisively with the
Roman Catholic Church, redefining culture and alies across the continent. This period
overlapped with the Age of Discovery characterizgdthe growth of Colonial Expansion,
strengthening the Atlantic states of Britain, Fgneortugal and Spain, and extending European
influence into the Americas, Africa, India and tha East. The above summary shows that we
are going to be studying a very interesting coursell take you through the course in fifteen
lectures.

Objectives

The main objective of this course is to let youwnehen and how Europe which we all know

today as the most developed continent in the wertilved. As a background course, this course
is going to prepare your mind as students of hystord diplomacy. Europe happens to be a
strategic continent in the development of interadl diplomacy. From 1500 to the present
period, the continent has continued to play a maglar in international relations and diplomacy.

This course will therefore help you to know howitlseciety and culture helped to prepare them
for this great task.
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Study Session 1: Charlemagne and the Rise of Canafjian Empire

CAROLINGIAN EMPIRE

- The Roman Empire began to fall apart soon after
Charlemagne’s death in 814.
By 844, the empire had been divided into three kingdoms
by Charlemagne’s grandsons.

* Invasions also added to the disintegration. Romans could
not defend their borders.

* The beginning of the DARK AGES

» —-Little formal education for the masses.
» The fall of Rome leads to FEUDALISM.

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about the gedddecline of the Roman Empire and the
beginning of an era of European history called KMiddle Ages, or the medieval period. It

spanned the years from about 500 to 1500. Durimgethcenturies, a new society slowly
emerged. It had roots in: (1) the classical hegitaRome, (2) the beliefs of the Roman Catholic

Church, and (3) the customs of various Germarbei

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 1

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
1.1 Describe the effects of the invasion of Europe leyr&anic invaders
1.2 Describe the emergence of Germanic kingdoms anchgiact on the people
1.3Describe the evolution of the Frankish empire dm&rble of Charlemagne

1.4 Explain the reasons for the disintegration of trenkish Empire



1.1 Invasions of Western Europe

In the fifth century, Germanic invaders overranwestern half of the Roman Empire. Repeated
invasions and constant warfare caused a seridsaoiges that altered the economy, government,
and culture: To start with, there wdsruption of trade. Merchants faced invasions from both
land and sea. Their businesses collapsed.

The breakdown of trade destroyed Europe’s citiescsmomic centers. Money became scarce.
Secondly, there waslownfall of citiesWith the fall of the Roman Empire, cities were
abandoned as centers of administration. Thirdtethvagpopulation shifts.

As Roman centers of trade and government collapssaes retreated to the rural areas. Roman
cities were left without strong leadership. Othigy dwellers also fled to the countryside, where

they grew their own food. The population of WestEurope became mostly rural.

Invasions of Western Europe

« The period from 500 to
1500 CE in western Europe
is known as the “middle
ages.” B s it : W

* In the 5" century, Germanic
invaders overran the
western half of the Roman
Empire.

* Europe developed an
agricultural economy with a
decentralized political order sl 1 Ry
in which political authority
was invested in local and
regional governments. ey

......

y S0

Figure 1.1Brief points on invasions of Western Europe

1.1.1 The Decline of Learning
The Germanic invaders who stormed Rome could raat og write. Among Romans themselves,
the level of learning sank sharply as more and nianglies left for rural areas. Few people

except priests and other church officials werediie.



Knowledge of Greek, long important in Roman culfweas almost lost. Few people could read
Greek works of literature, science, and philosophe Germanic tribes, though, had a rich oral

tradition of songs and legends. But they had nétewrilanguage.

1.1.2 Loss of a Common Language

As German-speaking peoples mixed with the Romarulptipn, Latin changed. While it was
still an official language, it was no longer undecsl. Different dialects developed as new words
and phrases became part of everyday speech. B30& French, Spanish, and other Roman-
based languages had evolved from Latin. The dewsop of various languages mirrored the

continued breakup of a once-unified empire.

In-Text Question

In the fifth century, Germanic invaders overran western half of the Roman Empire. True or
False.

In-Text Answer

True.

1.2 Germanic Kingdoms Emerged

In the years of upheaval between 400 and 600, s@®almanic kingdoms replaced Roman
provinces. The borders of those kingdoms changedtantly with the fortunes of war. But the
Church as an institution survived the fall of thenftan Empire. During this time of political

chaos, the Church provided order and security.



GERMANIC KINGDOMS EMERGE
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Figure 1.2 Germanic Kingdom

1.2.1 The Concept of Government Changed

Along with shifting boundaries, the entire conceptgovernment changed. Loyalty to public

government and written law had unified Roman sgcieamily ties and personal loyalty, rather
than citizenship in a public state, held Germamiciety together. Unlike Romans, Germanic
peoples lived in small communities that were goedrhy unwritten rules and traditions. Every
Germanic chief led a band of warriors who had péedidpeir loyalty to him.

In peacetime, these followers lived in their lordiall. He gave them food, weapons, and
treasure. In battle, warriors fought to the deatthair lord’s side.They considered it a disgrace
to outlive him. But Germanic warriors felt no olaigon to obey a king they did not even know.
Nor would they obey an official sent to collect éaxor administer justice in the name of an
emperor they had never met.

The Germanic stress on personal ties made it intges® establish orderly government for

large territories.



1.2.2 Clovis Ruled the Franks

In the Roman province of Gaul (mainly what is nowartee and Switzerland), a Germanic people
called theFranks held power. Their leader was Clovis. He would bridbristianity to the
region. According to legend, his wife, Clothildeach urged him to convert to her faith,
Christianity.

In 496, Clovis led his warriors against anotherr@amnic army. Fearing defeat, he appealed to the
Christian God. “For | have called on my gods,” mayed, “but | find they are far from my aid. .
.. Now I call on Thee. I long to believe in Th&nly, please deliver me from my enemies.”
The tide of the battle shifted and the Franks won.

Afterward, Clovis and 3,000 of his warriors askelishop to baptize them.The Church in Rome
welcomed Clovis’s conversion and supported histami campaigns against other Germanic
peoples. By 511, Clovis had united the Franks arte kingdom. The strategic alliance between
Clovis’s Frankish kingdom and the Church marked s$tert of a partnership between two

powerful forces.

1.2.3 Germans Adopted Christianity

Politics played a key role in spreading ChristianiBy 600, the Church, with the help of

Frankish rulers, had converted many Germanic psoplbese new converts had settled in
Rome’s former lands. Missionaries also spread Gangy. These religious travelers often

risked their lives to bring religious beliefs tdhet lands.

During the 300s and 400s, they worked among then@eic and Celtic groups that bordered the
Roman Empire. In southern Europe, the fear of ebadtacks by Muslims also spurred many

people to become Christians in the 600s.

1.2.4 Monasteries, Convents, and Manuscripts

To adapt to rural conditions, the Church builtgelus communities callechonasteries There,
Christian men called monks gave up their privatespesions and devoted their lives to serving
God. Women who followed this way of life were cdlleuns and lived in convents. Around 520,
an Italian monk named Benedict began writing a baedcribing a strict yet practical set of rules

for monasteries.



Benedict’s sister, Scholastica, headed a convemtadapted the same rules for women. These
guidelines became a model for many other religgnmmunities in Western Europe. Monks and
nuns devoted their lives to prayer and good works.

Monasteries also became Europe’s best-educated voitmes. Monks opened schools,
maintained libraries, and copied books. In 731,\{kaeerable Bede, an English monk, wrote a
history of England. Scholars still consider it thesst historical work of the early Middle Ages.

In the 600s and 700s, monks made beautiful codiesligious writings, decorated with ornate
letters and brilliant pictures. These illuminatedmascripts preserved at least part of Rome’s

intellectual heritage.

1.2.5 Papal Power Expanded Under Gregory |

In 590, Gregory |, also called Gregory the Greatame pope. As head of the Church in Rome,
Gregory broadened the authority of the papacyopefs office, beyond its spiritual role. Under
Gregory, the papacy also becanmseaular, or worldly, power involved in politics.

The pope’s palace was the center of Roman govemr@eagory used church revenuesto raise
armies, repair roads, and help the poor. He algotis#ed peace treaties with invaders such as
the Lombards.

According to Gregory, the region from Italy to Eagtl and from Spain to Germany fell under
his responsibility. Gregory strengthened the vissdrChristendom. It was a spiritual kingdom
fanning out from Rome to the most distant churcfiess idea of a churchly kingdom, ruled by a
pope, would be a central theme of the middle A¢gsanwhile, secular rulers expanded their

political kingdoms.

1.3 The Evolution of the Frankish Empire

After the Roman Empire dissolved, small kingdomeasg up all over Europe. For example,

England splintered into seven tiny kingdoms. Thanks controlled the largest and strongest of
Europe’s kingdoms, the area that was formerly tben& province of Gaul. When the Franks’

first Christian king, Clovis, died in 511, he hadended Frankish rule over most of what is now

France.



1.3.1 Charles Martel Emerged

By 700, an official known as thewajor domo, or mayor of the palace, had become the most
powerful person in the Frankish kingdom. Officialhe had charge of the royal household and
estates. Unofficially, he led armies and made polic effect, he ruled the kingdom.

The mayor of the palace in 719, Charles Martel ({esa¢he Hammer), held more power than the
king. Charles Martel extended the Franks’ reigrhi® north, south, and east. He also defeated
Muslim raiders from Spain at the Battleof Tours7i82. This battle was highly significant for
Christian Europeans. If the Muslims had won, Westearope might have become part of the
Muslim Empire.

Charles Martel's victory at Tours made him a Chaisthero. At his death, Charles Martel passed
on his power to his son, Pepin the Short. Pepingdata be king. He shrewdly cooperated with
the pope. On behalf of the Church, Pepin agreddjtt the Lombards, who had invaded central
Italy and threatened Rome.

In exchange, the pope anointed Pepin “king by tlaeeyof God.” Thus began ti@arolingian
Dynasty, the family that would rule the Franks from 75198y .



1.3.2 Emperor Charlemagne Emerged

Pepin the Short died in 768. He left a greatlyrsiteened Frankish kingdom to his two sons,
Carloman and Charles. After Carloman’s death in,7Charles, who was known as

Charlemagne or Charles the Great, ruled the kingdom. An impgdigure, he stood six feet

four inches tall.

His admiring secretary, a monk named Einhard, desdr Charlemagne’s achievements:
“[Charlemagne] was the most potent prince with greatest skill and success in different
countries during the forty-seven years of his rei@neat and powerful as was the realm of
Franks, Karl [Charlemagne] received from his fati#ppin, he nevertheless so splendidly
enlarged it . . . that he almost doubled it.

1.3.3 Charlemagne Extended Frankish Rule.

Charlemagne built an empire greater than any knsiwee ancient Rome. Each summer he led
his armies against enemies that surrounded higl&imgHe fought Muslims in Spain and tribes
from other Germanic kingdoms. He conquered newdaadoth the south and the east.

Through these conquests, Charlemagne spread @hiigtiHe reunited Western Europe for the
first time since the Roman Empire. By 800, Charlgnes empire was larger than the Byzantine

Empire. He had become the most powerful king in t&f@sEurope.

1.3.4 Charlemagne Crowned as Emperor

The most celebrated event of Charles' reign wabdirsg crowned Roman emperor by the pope
on Christmas day, 800 AD. In 800, Charlemagne teavto Rome to crush an unruly mob that

had attacked the pope. In gratitude, Pope Leortivoed him emperor. The coronation was
historic.

A pope had claimed the political right to confee title “Roman Emperor” on a European king.

This event signaled the joining of Germanic powlee Church, and the heritage of the Roman
Empire. There has been endless debate about thieemof Charles and the pope and just
exactly what this revived title meant three cemsirafter the end of the Roman Empire in the
West.



The revival of such a title does show how much gfip the memory of the golden age of Rome
had on the medieval imagination. The real imporamicthis revived title would fade somewhat
after Charlemagne's death and not regain its lustek 961 when the ruler of Germany, Otto I,
was crowned emperor by the pope. For some 850,y&arsnany will be known as the Empire,
or the Holy Roman Empire.

Despite the glory it invoked, this title would wftately be a of tremendous problems for
Germany. In later years, it was said that it waghee holy, nor Roman, nor empire, but we can
see that it represented a powerful idea.

Succeeding generations would look upon Charlemagaign as a golden age. It did encompass
most of Western Europe in a larger and relativedageful empire. It did try to revive the
grandeur of Rome's empire and culture. And a pawerfergetic king did rule over it.

Although his empire collapsed soon after his de@tigrles’ reign did have lasting and profound
effects. Frankish political institutions, in pattiar feudalism and military tactics (the mounted
knight) would dominate Western Europe for centuriesfact, the predominance of Frankish
culture and customs was so overwhelming in Wedkemope that the Byzantines and Muslims
typically referred to anyone from Western Europa &ank.

Possibly the most significant sign that Charleméagreggn was a turning point in history was the
fact that for the first time scholars referred torafied culture and realm known as Europe. After
Charlemagne, Western European culture would noclobg a cheap imitation of Roman culture.
Rather, from now on, it would define its own ingtibns and culture in its own terms. Western

Civilization was being born.

1.3.5 Charlemagne Led a Revival.

Charlemagne strengthened his royal power by limitive authority of the nobles. To govern his
empire, he sent out royal agents. They made suatetlle powerful landholders, called counts,
governed their counties justly. Charlemagne regulasited every part of his kingdom. He also
kept a close watch on the management of his huggess—the of Carolingian wealth and
power.

One of his greatest accomplishments was the engenrant of learning. He surrounded himself
with English, German, Italian, and Spanish scholgos his many sons and daughters and other
children at the court, Charlemagne opened a palaoeol. He also ordered monasteries to open

schools to train future monks and priests.



1.3.6 Charlemagne’s Heirs

A year before Charlemagne died in 814; he crownsahly surviving son, Louis the Pious, as
emperor. Louis was a devoutly religious man buinaffective ruler. He left three sons: Lothair,
Charles the Bald, and Louis the German. They fooglet another for control of the Empire. In
843, the brothers signed the Treaty of Verdundiing the empire into three kingdoms.

As a result, Carolingian kings lost power and cardiuthority broke down. The lack of strong

rulers led to a new system of governing and landihgl—feudalism.

In-text Question
The most celebrated event of Charles' reign wabdiisg crowned Roman emperor by the pope

on Christmas day, 800 AD. True or false

In-text Answer
True

1.4 The disintegration of the Carolingian order (8#-c.1000)

Charlemagne's' death seemed to be the signal fyteing to go wrong at once. Indeed, a

number of factors did combine to send Western Euiom some of its darkest centuries ever.

First of all, the money coming from the Arab Muddithhat helped make possible the palace and
cathedral that Charles had built in his capitalAathen dried up as the caliphs in Baghdad
lavishly spent themselves into bankruptcy.

This led to a decline of trade that caused a rewer® a land-based economy and a weaker
government. This in turn hurt the Vikings in therthoand Arabs in the south who had relied on

Arab silver and trade. As a result, they turnedaiding and piracy, which further weakened the

Frankish economy and state, causing more raidssauod.

Along these same lines, the growing dependence amtad knights for defense also meant a
growing dependence on nobles to provide those kni@ince there was no money to pay these
nobles, the king had to give them land. As we hseen, land regenerated wealth in the form of
crops and made the nobles independent of the kaglisority and therefore more rebellious.

These rebellions also invited invasions, which emaged more revolts, etc.

10



Finally, there were problems within the ruling fé&yniCharlemagne’s successor, Louis the Pious,
was a weak king who let matters get out of contfi@ .also followed the old Germanic custom of
dividing the state among his three sons as if revpersonal property rather than a responsibility.
This division led to civil wars that ended with igjohg the Frankish realm into three states: West
Frankland (modern France), East Frankland (modeenm@ny), and Lotharingia, (modern
Lorraine) in the middle. Because of its positiontween France and Germany, Lorraine
remained a of conflict between its neighbors thstwentieth century.

Civil wars also forced the kings to give away maral more royal lands for military support.
Soon those lands were parts of virtually independttes. And, as with the independent nobles
and weakened economy, turmoil at court also invitedsions.

These invasions came from three directions. Framstiuth came the Muslims who devastated
parts of Italy and southern France with their raifi®om the east came the Magyars, nomadic
horsemen related to the Huns. Eventually they wbeldefeated and would settle down to found
the kingdom of Hungary.

Worst of all, from the north came the Vikings whaoag&ls and invasions tore a good part of the
Frankish state to pieces and nearly overwhelmedaBdgIn 9ll C.E., the Viking chief Rollo
gained recognition from the French king to rule twteme to be called Normandy in return for
military service to the crown. Of course, the Vigs or Normans, were their own men and lived
under the king's rule in name only.

By 1000 C.E., France was a hopeless patchworkmoedsb virtually independent principalities.
The king was the nominal ruler of all this, but@ality just the head of one of these many states.

As a result, a new political order would emergaidadism.

11



Figure 1.4:Carolingian order

Summary of Study Session 1

In this study session, you have learnt the follauin

1.
2.
3.

5.

Germanic invaders invaded Europe after the falhefRoman Empire

Many Germanic kingdoms emerge and had impactsepebple

These Germanic kingdoms that succeeded the Romamirdemere reunited under
Charlemagne’s Frankish empire.

Charlemagne spread Christian civilization througtrthern Europe, where it had a
permanent impact.

The Frankish Empire began to disintegrate aftedtéath of Charlemagne in 814

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Session

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its

Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdule.
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SAQ 1.1 (tests learning outcome 1.1)

What are three ways that civilization in Westermdpe declined after the Roman
Empire fell?

SAQ 1.2 (tests learning outcome 1.2)

What role did monasteries play during this timelodos?

SAQ 1.3 (tests learning outcome 1.3)

What was Charlemagne’s greatest achievement? &agons for your answer.
SAQ 1.4 (tests learning outcome 1.4)

For each term or name, write a sentence explaitsrgignificance.

» Middle Ages ¢ Franks « monastery * secular « Gagean Dynasty « Charlemagne

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) foudt Session 1

SAQ 1.1:
1. There were repeated invasions and constant wamaich caused a series of changes that
altered the economy, government, and culture.
2. There was a serious decline of learning becauseG#renanic invaders who stormed
Rome could not read or write.
3. There was a loss of a common language as Germahisgepeoples mixed with the

Roman population, thus leading the change of Latin.

SAQ 1.2: They helped to preserve at least part of Rome'sligdtual heritage by making
beautiful copies of religious writings in illumiret manuscripts, decorated with ornate letters
and brilliant pictures.

SAQ 1.3:  One of his greatest accomplishments was the engemrent of learning. He
surrounded himself with English, German, Italiangd &panish scholars. For his many sons and
daughters and other children at the court, Chad@mmapened a Palace school. He also ordered

monasteries to open schools to train future monkispaiests.

13



SAQ 1.4:

Middle Agesisanera of European history also called the mediegabg. It was ushered
in by the gradual decline of the Roman Empire.dispged the years from about 500 to
1500.

The Franks were a Germanic people that lived in the Roman ipoavof Gaul (mainly
what is now France and Switzerland).

Monastery is a religious community built by the Church wheéaristian men called
monks gave up their private possessions and detoéadives to serving God.

Secularis anything that is not spiritual but rather wdyldnd involved in politics.
Carolingian Dynasty was the family that would rule theFranks from 76D87.

Charlemagneor Charles the Great ruled the Frankish kingdotwéen 771 and 814.
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Study Session 2: The Rise of Medieval Papacy

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about the gragwower and authority of the Church after
the fall of the Roman Empire. Amid the weak cengr@vernments in feudal Europe, the Church
emerged as a powerful institution. It shaped thesliof people from all social classes.

As the Church expanded its political role, stroalgnrs began to question the pope’s authority.
Dramatic power struggles unfolded in the Holy Rorkanpire, the scene of mounting tensions

between popes and emperors.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 2

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

2.1 Define and use correctly all the key wordsatdb

2.2 Describe the structure of the Church in Medi&waope

2.3 State the reasons why lay investiture caustriggle between kings and popes

2.1 The Far-Reaching Authority of the Church

In crowning Charlemagne as the Roman Emperor in 8@ Church sought to influence both

spiritual and political matters. Three hundred geaarlier, Pope Gelasius | recognized the
conflicts that could arise between the two greatds—the Church and the state. He wrote,
“There are two powers by which this world is chyefluled: the sacred authority of the

priesthood and the authority of kings.”

Gelasius suggested an analogy to solve such cnfiBod had created two symbolic swords.
One sword was religious. The other was politicéle pope held a spiritual sword. The emperor
wielded a political one. Gelasius thought that plogpe should bow to the emperor in political

matters. In turn, the emperor should bow to theegapeligious matters.
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If each ruler kept the authority in his own realBglasius suggested, the two leaders could share
power in harmony. In reality, though, they disagreen the boundaries of either realm.

Throughout the Middle Ages, the Church and variéusopean rulers competed for power.

Figure 2.1 Pope Gelasius |

2.1.1 The Structure of the Church

Like the system of feudalism, the Church had it$ @sganization. Power was based on status.
Church structure consisted of different ranks efgy, or religious officials. The pope in Rome
headed the church. All clergy, including bishopd griests, fell under his authority.

Bishops supervised priests, the lowest ranking neemiof the clergy. Bishops also settled
disputes over Church teachings and practices. st people, local priests served as the main
contact with the Church.

In-text Question

There are two powers by which this world is chietlied: the sacred authority of the priesthood
and the authority of kings. True of false

In-text Answer

True
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2.1.2 Religion as a Unifying Force

Feudalism and the manor system created divisiorengmeople. But the shared beliefs in the
teachings of the Church bonded people together.chbech was a stable force during an era of
constant warfare and political turmoil. It providé€thristians with a sense of security and of
belonging to a religious community. In the middlges, religion occupied center stage.

Medieval Christians’ everyday lives were harshll,Stiney could all follow the same path to
salvation—everlasting life in heaven. Priests atiteioclergy administered the sacraments, or
important religious ceremonies. These rites patiedaay for achieving salvation. For example,
through the sacrament of baptism, people becanteptre Christian community.

At the local level, the village church was a umifyiforce in the lives of most people. It served as
a religious and social center. People worshipedttay at the church. They also met with other
villagers. Religious holidays, especially Christmasd Easter, were occasions for festive

celebrations.

2.1.3 The Law of the Church

The Church’s authority was both religious and jpadit It provided a unifying set of spiritual
beliefs and rituals. The Church also created aesysif justice to guide people’s conduct. All
medieval Christians, kings and peasants alike, salgect to canon law, or Church law, in
matters such as marriage and religious practides.Church also established courts to try people
accused of violating canon law.

Two of the harshest punishments that offendersdfagere excommunication and interdict.
Popes used the threat of excommunication, or bar@shfrom the Church, to wield power over
political rulers. For example, a disobedient kingjsarrel with a pope might result in
excommunication. This meant the king would be désigvation. Excommunication also freed
all the king’s vassals from their duties to him.

If an excommunicated king continued to disobeypbpe, the pope, in turn, could use an even
more frightening weapon, the interdict. Under aterdict, many sacraments and religious
services could not be performed in the king's larfs Christians, the king's subjects believed
that without such sacraments they might be doomée.

In the 11th century, excommunication and the pdéssibreat of an interdict would force a

German emperor to submit to the pope’s commands.
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2.2 The Church and the Holy Roman Empire
When Pope Leo lll crowned Charlemagne emperor o, 8@ unknowingly set the stage for

future conflicts between popes and emperors. Ttlasbes would go on for centuries.

2.2.1 Otto I Allies with the Church

The most effective ruler of medieval Germany waso Ot known as Otto the Great. Otto,
crowned king in 936, followed the policies of hisrb, Charlemagne. Otto formed a close
alliance with the Church. To limit the nobles’ stggh, he sought help from the clergy. He built
up his power base by gaining the support of thiedgs and abbots, the heads of monasteries.
He dominated the Church in Germany. He also usedpbiver to defeat German princes.
Following in Charlemagne’s footsteps, Otto alscanhed Italy on the pope’s behalf. In 962, the
pope rewarded Otto by crowning him emperor.

2.2.2 Signs of Future Conflicts

The German-Italian Empire Otto created was firdtedathe Roman Empire of the German
Nation. It later became the Holy Roman Empireethained the strongest state in Europe until
about 1100. However, Otto’s attempt to revive Giradgne’s empire caused trouble for future

German leaders. Popes and Italian nobles, tomtexs&erman power over ltaly.
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In-text Question

was crowned Charlemagne emperor in 800.

Pope Gelasius
Pope Leo Il
Pope Gregory Vi

a0 T oW

None of the above.

In-text Answer

>

2.3 The Emperor Clashed with the Pope

The Church was not happy that kings, such as @#d,control over clergy and their offices. It
especially resented the practice of lay investjtiaeceremony in which kings and nobles
appointed church officials. Whoever controlled iayestiture held the real power in naming
bishops, who were very influential clergy that lsrgpught to control. Church reformers felt that
kings should not have that power.

In 1075, Pope Gregory VII banned lay investiturbe Turious young German emperor, Henry
IV, immediately called a meeting of the German bshhe had appointed. With their approval,
the emperor ordered Gregory to step down from thygapy. Gregory then excommunicated
Henry. Afterward, German bishops and princes sigdi¢éd the pope. To save his throne, Henry
tried to win the pope’s forgiveness.

Figure 2.3:Pope Gregory Vi
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2.3.1 Showdown at Canossa

In January 1077, Henry crossed the snowy Alps ¢olttian town of Canossa. He approached
the castle where Gregory was a guest. Gregorydiaseribed the scene: The Pope was obligated
to forgive any sinner who begged so humbly. SBlilegory kept Henry waiting in the snow for
three days before ending his excommunication.

Their meeting actually solved nothing. The pope hadiliated Henry, the proudest ruler in
Europe. Yet, Henry felt triumphant and rushed hoongunish rebellious nobles.

2.3.2 Concordat of Worms

The successors of Gregory and Henry continuedgiat fover lay investiture until 1122. That
year, representatives of the Church and the empeedrin the German city of Worms. They
reached a compromise known as the Concordat of \&/orm

By its terms, the Church alone could appoint a dpshbut the emperor could veto the
appointment. During Henry’s struggle, German prinoegained power lost under Otto. But a
later king, Frederick I, would resume the battlébdd royal authority.

Summary of Study Session 2

In this study session, you have learnt the follauin
1. Church structure consisted of different ranks efgy.
2. Pope Leo Il crowned Charlemagne emperor in 800

3. Church leaders and political leaders competed dargp and authority.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessibn
Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes
on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdule.

SAQ 2.1 (tests learning outcome 2.1)

What were some of the matters covered by cano® law

SAQ 2.2 (tests learning outcome 2.2)

Why did lay investiture cause a struggle betweagkiand popes?

SAQ 2.3 (tests learning outcome 2.3)

How was the structure of the Church like that &f fbudal system?
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Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Session 2

SAQ 2.1:All medieval Christians, kings and peasants alkere subject to canon law, in
matters such as marriage and religious practices.
SAQ 2.2Whoever controlled lay investiture held the realvpoin naming bishops, who
were very influential clergy that kings sought tmtrol.
SAQ 2.3Power was based on status. Church structure cedsidtdifferent ranks of
clergy, or religious officials. The pope in Romeatled the church. All clergy,
including bishops and priests, fell under his arititoBishops supervised priests, the

lowest ranking members of the clergy

21



Study Session 3: Feudalism in Europe

Peasants Peasants

Introduction

In this study session you will learn the meanindeaidalism and how it evolved in Europe. You
are also going to understand the characteristicéendlalism. After the Treaty of Verdun,
Charlemagne’s three feuding grandsons broke ugittgelom even further. Part of this territory

also became a battleground as new waves of invattexsked Europe.

The political turmoil and constant warfare led he trise of European feudalism which is a

political and economic system based on land owmneesid personal loyalty.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 3

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

3.1 Describe the invasion of Western Europe byikengs, Magyars and Muslims
3.2 Describe the structure of feudalism

3.3 Explain the economic importance of feudalisrd #re Manor
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3.1 Invaders Attack Western Europe

From about 800 to 1000, invasions destroyed thelibgian Empire. Muslim invaders from the
south seized Sicily and raided Italy. In 846, tkagked Rome. Magyar invaders struck from the
east. Like the earlier Huns and Avars, they terestiGermany and Italy. And from the north

came the fearsome Vikings.

In-text Question
From about 800 to invasions destroyed #relidgian Empire.
a. 900
b. 1000
c. 1100
d. 1200
In-text Answer
b

3.1.1 The Vikings Invade from the North

The Vikings set sail from Scandinavia, a wintry,agled region in Northern Europe. (The region
is now the countries of Denmark, Norway, and Swedehe Vikings, also called North men or
Norsemen, were a Germanic people. They worshipetikeragods and took pride in nicknames
like Eric Blood axe and Thorfinn Skull splitter. @WVikings carried out their raids with terrifying
speed.

Clutching swords and heavy wooden shields, thebedted seafarers beached their ships, struck
quickly, and then moved out to sea again. They wgere before locals could mount a defense.
Viking warships were awe-inspiring. The largesthadse long ships held 300 warriors, who took
turns rowing the ship’s 72 oars. The prow of eddp swept grandly upward, often ending with
the carved head of a sea monster.

A ship might weigh 20 tons when fully loaded. Yitcould sail in a mere three feet of water.
Rowing up shallow creeks, the Vikings looted inlasithges and monasteries. The Vikings were
not only warriors but also traders, farmers, angl@ers. They ventured far beyond Western
Europe. Vikings journeyed down rivers into the hezfr Russia, to Constantinople, and even

across the icy waters of the North Atlantic.
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A Viking explorer named Leif Ericson reached NoAmerica around 1000, almost 500 years
before Columbus. About the same time, the Vikinigmeof terror in Europe faded away. As

Vikings gradually accepted Christianity, they stegpraiding monasteries. Also, a warming
trend in Europe’s climate made farming easier iarBliinavia. As a result, fewer Scandinavians

adopted the seafaring life of Viking warriors.

In-text Question

The Vikings, also called North men or Norsemen,evarGermanic people. They worshiped
warlike gods.

In-text Answer

True

3.1.2 Magyars and Muslims Attack from the East andsouth
As Viking invasions declined, Europe became thgeof new assaults. The Magyars, a group
of nomadic people, attacked from the east, fromtvihanow Hungary. Superb horsemen, the
Magyars swept across the plains of the Danube Rimdrinvaded Western Europe in the late
800s. They attacked isolated villages and monastefihey overran northern Italy and reached
as far west as the Rhineland and Burgundy.
The Magyars did not settle conquered land. Instéaaly took captives to sell as slaves. The
Muslims struck from the south. They began theireachments from their strongholds in North
Africa, invading through what are now Italy and Bpdn the 600s and 700s, the Muslim plan
was to conquer and settle in Europe.
By the 800s and 900s, their goal was also to plurBkrause the Muslims were expert seafarers,
they were able to attack settlements on the Ataamtid Mediterranean coasts. They also struck
as far inland as Switzerland. The invasions by Miki, Magyars, and Muslims caused
widespread disorder and suffering. Most westernopeans lived in constant danger. Kings
could not effectively defend their lands from inies
As a result, people no longer looked to a cemtri@r for security. Instead, many turned
to local rulers who had their own armies. Any leadbo could fight the invaders gained
followers and political strength.
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3.2 A New Social Order: Feudalism

In 911, two former enemies faced each other in ac@eceremony. Rollo was the head of a
Viking army. Rollo and his men had been plunderihg rich Seine River valley for years.
Charles the Simple was the king of France but litld power. Charles granted the Viking
leader a huge piece of French territory.

It became known as North men’s land, or Normandyeturn, Rollo swore a pledge of loyalty

to the king. This was how the system of landholdialied feudalism started.

Banle between Vikings and ‘Skraelings', 11¢h century

Figure 3.1: The Vikings

3.2.1 Feudalism Structured European Society

The worst years of the invaders’ attacks spanneghly 850 to 950. During this time, rulers and
warriors like Charles and Rollo made similar agreets in many parts of Europe. The system of
governing and landholding, called feudalism, haemryad in Europe.

A similar feudal system existed in China underZieu Dynasty, which ruled from around the
11th century B.C. until 256 B.C. Feudalism in Japagan in A.D. 1192 and ended in the 19th
century. The feudal system was based on rights ablidations. In exchange for military
protection and other servicedpad, or landowner, granted land called a fief.

The person receiving fef was called avassal Charles the Simple, the lord, and Rollo, the

vassal, showed how this two-sided bargain workeddglism depended on the control of land.
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3.2.2 The Feudal Pyramid

The structure of feudal society was much like aapyd. At the peak reigned the king. Next

came the most powerful vassals—wealthy landownach s nobles and bishops. Serving
beneath these vassals were knigKtsights were mounted horsemen who pledged to defend
their lords’ lands in exchange for fiefs. At thesbaof the pyramid were landless peasants who

toiled in the fields.

3.2.3 Social Classes

In the feudal system, status determined a perspréstige and power. Medieval writers
classified people into three groups: those who vy gobles and knights), those who prayed
(men and women of the Church), and those who wofttedpeasants). Social class was usually
inherited.

In Europe in the Middle Ages, the vast majoritypafople were peasants. Most peasants were
serfs.Serfswere people who could not lawfully leave the pladesre they were born. Though
bound to the land, serfs were not slaves. Thedslaould not sell or buy them. But what their

labor produced belonged to the lord.

3.3 Manors: The Economic Side of Feudalism

The manor was the lord’s estate. During the middle Ages, itienor system was the basic
economic arrangement. The manor system rested s&t af rights and obligations between a
lord and his serfs. The lord provided the serfshwibusing, farmland, and protection from
bandits. In return, serfs tended the lord’s lamased for his animals, and performed other tasks
to maintain the estate.

Peasant women shared in the farm work with thesbhnds. All peasants whether free or serf,
owed the lord certain duties. These included atladew days of labor each week and a certain

portion of their grain.
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Figure 3.2Manor houses in medieval times

3.3.1 A Self-Contained World

Peasants rarely traveled more than 25 miles fraim dwn manor. By standing in the center of a
plowed field, they could see their entire worldaaglance. A manor usually covered only a few
square miles of land. It typically consisted of thed’s manor house, a church, and workshops.
Generally, 15 to 30 families lived in the villaga @ manor. Fields pastures and woodlands
surrounded the village.

Sometimes a stream wound through the manor. Streachgonds provided fish, which served
as an important of food. The mill for grinding tgeain was often located on the stream. The
manor was largely a self-sufficient community. Hegfs and peasants raised or produced nearly
everything that they and their lord needed forydéfe—crops, milk and cheese, fuel, cloth,
leather goods, and lumber.

The only outside purchases were salt, iron, arelvaunusual objects such as millstones. These
were huge stones used to grind flour. Crops growthe manor usually included grains, such as

wheat, rye, barley, and oats, and vegetables, asipleas, beans, onions, and beets.
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In-text Question

During the middle Ages, the system wadbé#sic economic arrangement.
a. Stone age

b. Knight
c. Fundamental
d. Manor

In-text Answer
d

3.3.2 The Harshness of Manor Life

For the privilege of living on the lord’s land, maats paid a high price. They paid a tax on all
grain ground in the lord’s mill. Any attempt to agdaxes by baking bread elsewhere was
treated as a crime. Peasants also paid a tax aragerWeddings could take place only with the
lord’s consent.

After all these payments to the lord, peasant lfembwed the village priesttéhe, or church
tax. A tithe represented one-tenth of their incoBexfs lived in crowded cottages, close to their
neighbors. The cottages had only one or two rodinisere were two rooms, the main room was
used for cooking, eating, and household activiflége second was the family bedroom.
Peasants warmed their dirt-floor houses by bringigg inside. At night, the family huddled on
a pile of straw that often crawled with insectsagsnts’ simple diet consisted mainly of
vegetables, coarse brown bread, grain, cheesescamd

For most serfs, both men and women, life was warkraore work. Their days revolved around
raising crops and livestock and taking care of h@neé family. As soon as children were old
enough, they were put to work in the fields or lie home. Many children did not survive to
adulthood. lliness and malnutrition were constdftichons for medieval peasants.

Average life expectancy was about 35 years. Anthduhat short lifetime, most peasants never
traveled more than 25 miles from their homes. Yespite the hardships they endured, serfs
accepted their lot in life as part of the Churctéachings. They, like most Christians during

medieval times, believed that God determined agpés9lace in society.
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Summary of Study Session 3
In this study session, you have learnt the follauin

1. Western Europe was invaded by the Vikings, Maggas Muslims.

2. The insecurity caused by these invasions led ®wasocial order called feudalism.

3. The structure of feudal society was much like aapyd involving the king, nobles
and bishops, knights and landless peasants.

4. Three classes emerged during this period: those fahight (nobles and knights),
those who prayed (men and women of the Church), thode who worked (the
peasants).

5. The manor system rested on a set of rights andjatliins between a lord and his
serfs.

6. Peasants paid a high price for the privilege ahtjvon the lord’s land,.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Session 3
Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdule.

SAQ 3.1 (tests learning outcome 3.1)
1. What groups invaded Europe in the 800s?
2. What was the impact of their invasion onWesterrobaf

3. What is the main reason feudalism developed? Explai

SAQ 3.2 (tests learning outcome 3.2)
1. What were the three social classes of the feuddény?

2. What obligations did a peasant have to the lorth@fmanor?

SAQ 3.3 (tests learning outcome 3.3)
1. How was a manor largely self-sufficient both milityaand economically during the
early Middle Ages?
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SAQ 3.4 (tests learning outcome 3.4)

For each term or name, write a sentence explaitsrgignificance.

* lord « fief » vassal  knight « serf « manor the

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) faud/ Session 3
SAQ 3.1:

1. The Vikings, Magyars, and Muslims.

2. Europeans lived in constant danger. Kings could effectively defend their lands
from invasion. As a result, people no longer lookeda central ruler for security.
Instead, many turned to local rulers who had tbein armies.

3. Feudalism developed because rulers and made agreemigh warriors who could
fight the invaders gained followers and politicakagth.This was how the system of

governing and landholding, called feudalism, haemyad in Europe.

SAQ 3.2:

1. The nobles and knights (those who fought), the gylf¢ghose who prayed) and the
peasants (those who worked).
2. They paid a tax on all grain ground in the lord’'8l.nPeasants also paid a tax on

marriage. Peasant families also owed the villagespa tithe, or church tax.

SAQ 3.3:

1. The serfs and peasants raised or produced neatything that they and their lord

needed for daily life—crops, milk and cheese, fakdth, leather goods, and lumber.

SAQ 3.4:

Lord: alord is a landowner who granted land called a fiefdesals.

Fief: This is a portion of land given by lords to vassat exchange for military

protection.
Vassal A Vassal was awealthy landowner such as noblésatmops.

Knight :Knights were mounted horsemen who pledged to defarir lords’ lands in

exchange for fiefs.

Serf: Serfswere people who could not lawfully leave pkece where they were born.
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* Manor: Manorwas the lord’s estate.

» Tithe: A tithe represented one-tenth of peasants’ incomed the village priest. It is also

called church tax.

31



Study Session 4: The Development of England and Free

Introduction

In this study session you will learn how England &mance emerged. By the early 800s, small
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms covered the former Roman meviof Britain. In Europe, the decline of
the Carolingian Empire in the 900s left a patchwalrkeudal states controlled by local lords.
Gradually, the growth of towns and villages, anel iheakup of the feudal system were leading
to more centralized government and the developmenations. The earliest nations in Europe

to develop a strong unified government were Engkamdl France. Both would take similar paths.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 4

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

4.1 Define and use correctly all the key wordbatd

4.2 Describe the Vikings and their invasion of Emgl

4.3 State the Norman conquest of England and theesuient unification of England
4.4 Describe how the Capetian dynasty succeedeevieloping France

4.1 The Vikings Invaded England
For centuries, invaders from various regions indperlanded on English shores. The Angles and

the Saxons stayed, bringing their own ways andtiagaan Anglo-Saxon culture. Starting
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around 800 A.D., wave after wave of Vikings set fnaim Scandinavia either to raid their
neighbors or explore new and more distant landgh®purpose of trading and settling there.
Viking raids created a feedback cycle by weaketineg victims while also winning plunder and
status, which encouraged more and larger raidssarah. As raiding parties increased in size,
the Vikings would grow bolder and strike furthefaind by sailing up inland rivers or even
seizing local horses to carry them and their plunde

As repeated successes further increased the sizheofaiding parties, the Vikings would
establish winter bases rather than return homecémd@navia for the winter. Eventually these
winter bases might become permanent settlementthanohsis for the eventual conquest of the
region.

Various forces launched the Vikings in their raaisl voyages of exploration. Two of these
factors we have already seen: the decline of tlemkish Empire after Charlemagne's death
which invited raids, and the overspending by thabAcaliphs which wrecked trade in the Baltic
Sea and forced the Vikings to seek their fortuhesugh more violent means.

Another factor was a growing population of landlgssinger sons looking for fortune and
adventure caused by a good climate (allowing mbileren to survive), and the Viking customs
of polygamy (having more than one wife) and primmogee (leaving the entire inheritance to

the oldest son).

4.1.1 Early Invasions

In the 800s, Britain was battered by fierce raildDanish Vikings. These invaders were so
feared that a special prayer was said in church@ed, deliver us from the fury of the
Northmen.” Only Alfred the Great, Anglo-Saxon kifrgm 871 to 899, managed to turn back the
Viking invaders. Gradually he and his successortedrthe kingdom under one rule, calling it
England, “land of the Angles.”

The Angles were one of the Germanic tribes thatihaaded the island of Britain. In 1016, the
Danish king Canute conquered England, molding A®8daons and Vikings into one people. In
1042, King Edward the Confessor, a descendant freéd\lthe Great, took the throne. Edward
died in January 1066 without an heir. A great sjtedor the throne erupted, leading to one last
invasion.

Viking raids and conquests were accompanied byoa gmmber of atrocities that reflected the

Vikings' rough character, but were also designedntonidate their victims. The Vikings
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showed no special respect for Christian churchdsnamnasteries. In fact, those were generally
their first targets, since the Church owned so nafahe wealth in Western Europe at the time.
However, the Vikings were also great traders, rnegirgy trade and plunder as mutually
exclusive, and combining these activities accordinghat the situation dictated or allowed. As
a result, they opened up trade routes, which hedfsatia revival of Europe’'s economy.

Ironically, considering all the chaos and destarcthe Vikings brought with them, they founded
some of the best-organized and most dynamic stat&¥estern Europe. In 911 A.D. they
founded Normandy as a virtually independent statevéstern France. Having established a
well-run government there, they spread out to cendingland in 1066, laying the foundations
for that modern nation.

They also gradually conquered Southern Italy amilySin the eleventh and twelfth centuries
and set up strong state there just as they hadimahdy and England. Some of these Normans

later joined the First Crusade and conquered AhtinSyria, holding it for nearly two centuries.

4.1.2 The Norman Conquest

The invader was William, duke of Normandy, who baeaknown adVilliam the Conqueror.
Normandy is a region in the north of France that haen conquered by the Vikings. Its name
comes from the French term for the Vikings—Northnmer Norman. The Normans were
descended from the Vikings, but they were Frendanguage and in culture.

As King Edward’s cousin, William claimed the Engli€rown and invaded England with a
Norman army. William’s rival was Harold Godwinsothe Anglo-Saxon who claimed the
throne. Harold was equally ambitious. On OctoberlD66, Normans and Anglo-Saxons fought
the battle that changed the course of English ihyistthe Battle of Hastings. After Harold was
killed by an arrow that pierced his eye, the Norsmaon a decisive victory.

After his victory, William declared all England hpersonal property. William kept about one-
fifth of England for himself. The English lords wisopported Harold lost their lands. William
then granted their lands to about 200 Norman lomdi® swore oaths of loyalty to him
personally. By doing this, William unified contraif the lands and laid the foundation for

centralized government in England.
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4.2 England’s Evolving Government

Over the next centuries, English kings tried toieod two goals. First, they wanted to hold and
add to their French lands. Second, they wantedrémgthen their own power over the nobles
and the Church. William the Conqueror’'s descerglamined land both in Normandy and in
England.

The English kingHenry 1l added to these holdings by marrying Eleanor of itsgue from
France. Eleanor of Aquitaine was one of the mastr&able women in history. She was wife to
two kings and mother to two kings. She married kol of France when the Second Crusade
began. In 1147, she accompanied him to the HolglLan

Shortly afterward their marriage was annulled. aBtg then married Henry Plantagenet, who
was to become Henry Il of England. Their marriagedpced eight children. Two became
English kings, Richard the Lion-Hearted and Jofhe marriage brought Henry a large territory
in France called Aquitaine.

He added Aquitaine to the lands in Normandy he &ldady inherited from William the
Conqueror. Because Henry held lands in France,dsawassalto the French king. But he was
also a king in his own right.

Figure 4.1 KingHenry I
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4.2.1 Juries and Common Law

Henry ruled England from 1154 to 1189. He strenggidethe royal courts of justice by sending
royal judges to every part of England at least angear. They collected taxes, settled lawsuits,
and punished crimes. Henry also introduced theotifee jury in English courts.

A jury in medieval England was a group of loyabpke—usually 12 neighbors of the accused—
who answered a royal judge’s questions about ttes faf a case. Jury trials became a popular
means of settling disputes. Only the king’s cowtse allowed to conduct them. Over the
centuries, case by case, the rulings of Englarayalrjudges formed a unified body of law that
became known asommon law.

Today the principles of English common law are liasis for law in many English-speaking

countries, including the United States.

In-text Question
The English kingHenry Il married Eleanor of Valentino from France. Trudadée

In-text Answer
False

4.2.2 The Magna Carta

Henry was succeeded first by his son Richard trem-dHearted, hero of the Third Crusade.
When Richard died, his younger brother John toekttinone. John ruled from 1199 to 1216. He
failed as a military leader, earning the nicknamienJSoftsword. John lost Normandy and all his
lands in northern France to the French under PAlligustus.

This loss forced a confrontation with his own ngbl8ome of John’s problems stemmed from
his own personality. He was cruel to his subjecid tied to squeeze money out of them. He
alienated the Church and threatened to take away tharters guaranteeing self-government.
John raised taxes to an all-time high to finansewars. His nobles revolted.

On June 15, 1215, they forced John to agree tonthst celebrated document in English history,
the Magna Carta (Great Charter). The Magna Carta is consideredafrtbe cornerstones of
democratic government. The underlying principlehef document is the idea that all must obey

the law, even the king. Its guaranteed rights argergortant part of modern liberties and justice.
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This document, drawn up by English nobles and tehity approved by King John, guaranteed
certain basic political rights. The nobles wantedafeguard their own feudal rights and limit the
king's powers.

In later years, however, English people of all séssargued that certain clauses in the Magna
Carta applied to every citizen. Guaranteed rightsuded no taxation without representation, a
jury trial, and the protection of the law. The MagGarta guaranteed what are now considered
basic legal rights both in England and in the Uhi&ates.

4.2.3 The Model Parliament

Another important step toward democratic governnoamte during the rule of the next English
king, Edward I. Edward needed to raise taxes fafam against the French, the Welsh, and the
Scots. In 1295, Edward summoned two burgesseggggiof wealth and property) from every
borough and two knights from every county to sev@parliament, or legislative group.

In November 1295, knights, burgesses, bishops, lards met together at Westminster in
London. This is now called the Model Parliamentéhese its new makeup (commoners, or non-
nobles, as well as lords) served as a model fer kangs.

Over the next century, from 1300 to 1400, the laatied the knights and burgesses whenever a
new tax was needed. In Parliament, these two grgrggiually formed an assembly of their own
called the House of Commons. Nobles and bishopsepetrately as the House of Lords.

Under Edward I, Parliament was in part a royal thakt weakened the great lords. As time went

by, Parliament became strong. Like the Magna Canpapvided a check on royal power.

4.3 Capetian Dynasty Ruled France

The kings of France, like those of England, look&dways to increase their power. After the
breakup of Charlemagne’s empire, French counts darkes ruled their lands independently
under the feudal system. By the year 1000, Frarasedivided into about 47 feudal territories.
In 987, the last member of the Carolingian familyedls the Sluggard—died.

Hugh Capet an undistinguished duke from the middle of Frarsteeceeded him. The Capet
family ruled only a small territory, but at its lmeatood Paris. Hugh Capet began the Capetian
dynasty of French kings that ruled France from @8¥328.
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Figure 4.2:Capetian Dynasty

4.3.1 France Became a Separate Kingdom

Hugh Capet, his son, and his grandson all were waaks, but time and geography favored the
Capetians. Their territory, though small, sat dstimportant trade routes in northern France. For
300 years, Capetian kings tightened their grip lie strategic area. The power of the king

gradually spread outward from Paris. Eventuallg,dhowth of royal power would unite France.

In-text Question
How many territories was France divided into byyear 1000?
a. 27 Feudal territories
b. 37 Feudal territories
c. 47 Feudal territories
d. 57 Feudal territories
In-text Answer

c

4.3.2 Philip Il Expanded His Power

One of the most powerful Capetians vidslip Il , called Philip Augustus, who ruled from 1180
to 1223. As a child, Philip had watched his fatlese land to King Henry Il of England. When
Philip became king at the age of 15, he set ouvdaken the power of the English kings in
France. Philip was crafty, unprincipled, and wijito do whatever was necessary to achieve his

goals.
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Philip had little success against Henry Il or Hemrgon, Richard the Lion-Hearted. However,
when King John, Richard’s brother, gained the Eiglihrone, it was another matter. Philip
earned the name Augustus (from the Latin word nmepfimajestic”), probably because he

greatly increased the territory of France. He skik®rmandy from King John in 1204 and

within two years had gained other territory.

By the end of Philip’s reign, he had tripled thada under his direct control. For the first time, a
French king had become more powerful than any ivassals. Philip Il not only wanted more
land, he also wanted a stronger central governninestablished royal officials called bailiffs.

They were sent from Paris to every district in kingdom to preside over the king’s courts and

to collect the king's taxes.

4.3.3 Philip II's Heirs

France’s central government became even strongergdihe reign of Philip’s grandson, Louis
IX, who ruled from 1226 to 1270. Unlike his grantiker, Louis was pious and saintly. He was
known as the ideal king. After his death, he waslena saint by the Catholic Church. Louis
created a French appeals court, which could ovethe decisions of local courts.

These royal courts of France strengthened the rabyarhile weakening feudal ties. In 1302,
Philip IV, who ruled France from 1285 to 1314, wasgolved in a quarrel with the pope. The
pope refused to allow priests to pay taxes to thg.KPhilip disputed the right of the pope to
control Church affairs in his kingdom.

As in England, the French king usually called aetimg of his lords and bishops when he
needed support for his policies. To win wider sup@wainst the pope, Philip 1V decided to

include commoners in the meeting.

4.3.4 Estates-General

In France, the Church leaders were known as tre¢ Estate, and the great lords as the Second
Estate. The commoners, wealthy landholders or naatstthat Philip invited to participate in the
council became known as the Third Estate. The windeting was called tHestates-General

Like the English Parliament in its early years, Betates-General helped to increase royal power

against the nobility.
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Unlike Parliament, however, the Estates-Generaénbecame an independent force that limited
the king's power. However, centuries later, the rdhEstate would play a key role in

overthrowing the French monarchy during the FreRekolution.

4.3.5 Beginnings of Democracy

England and France were just beginning to establidamocratic tradition. This tradition rested

on setting up a centralized government that wowddable to govern widespread lands. The
creation of common law and court systems was adiep toward increased central government
power.

Including commoners in the decision-making proad@sgovernment was also an important step
in the direction of democratic rule. Before Englaad France could move forward in this

direction, however, they had to contend with a wentof turmoil that included religious

disputes, plague, and war.

Summary of Study Session 4
In this study session, you have learnt the follauin
1. Vikings invaded England after the fall of the Frestkempire
2. William the Conqueror led the Norman conquest ofjlend and the subsequent
unification of England.
3. The Capetian dynasty succeeded in developing Fiatwa democratic kingdom
4. As the kingdoms of England and France began toldevmto nations, certain
democratic traditions evolved.
5. Modern concepts of jury trials, common law, andalegghts developed during this

period.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQSs) for Study Sessibn

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdle.
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SAQ 4.1 (tests learning outcome 4.1)

What two reasons are responsible for the Vikinggiwns of England

SAQ 4.2 (tests learning outcome 4.2)

What is the significance of the Magna Carta?

SAQ 4.3 (tests learning outcome 4.3)
Why did Philip 1l call theEstates-General together?

SAQ 4.4 (tests learning outcome 4.4)

For each term or name, write a sentence explaitsrgignificance.

* William the Conqueror ¢ Henry Il « common law «lgha Carta ¢ parliament « Hugh
Capet ¢ Philip Il « Estates-General

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) fand Session 4

SAQ 4.1:

1. The decline of the Frankish Empire after Charleneégydeath and the overspending
by the Arab caliphs which wrecked trade in the iBaéitea forced the Vikings to seek
their fortunes through more violent means.

2. Another factor was a growing population of landlgganger sons looking for fortune
and adventure caused by a good climate (allowingerabildren to survive), and the
Viking customs of polygamy (having more than oné)vand primogeniture (leaving

the entire inheritance to the oldest son).

SAQ 4.2: The Magna Carta is considered one of the cornegstafdemocratic government.
The underlying principle of thedocument is the itleat all must obey the law, even theking. Its
guaranteed rights are an important part of modserties and justice.
SAQ 4.3: the Estates-General helped to increase royal paganst the nobility.
SAQ 4:4
* William the Conqueror was the duke of Normandy, in Northern France, who
claimed the English crown and invaded England witNorman army defeating
Harold Godwinson, the Anglo-Saxon who claimed thete, and declared all

England his personal property keeping about orte-6f England for himself and
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granting the rest of the lands to about 200 Norreads who swore oaths of
loyalty to him personally.

Henry Il was the English king who added to the Normandyihgklby marrying
Eleanor of Aquitaine from France. The marriage ghduHenry a large territory
in France called Aquitaine. He added Aquitaineh® lands in Normandy he had
already inherited from William the Conqueror.

Common law is a unified body of law generated from the rulimjsEngland’s
royal judges over the centuries, case by case.

Magna Carta is the most celebrated document in English histdtywas
produced when the English nobles revolted on Ji)nel215 and forced King
John to agree to some basic rights. The Magna Gartansidered one of the
cornerstones of democratic government.

The underlying principle of the document is theaidbat all must obey the law,
even the king. Its guaranteed rights are an impbgart of modern liberties and
justice.

Parliament is a legislative group or lawmakers. It emerge 293 when King
Edward summoned two burgesses (citizens of wealthpoperty) from every
borough and two knights from every county to megether at Westminster in
London. Its new makeup (commoners and lords) semgealmodel for later kings.
In Parliament, these two groups gradually formeéssembly of their own called
the House of Commons and House of Lords. Nobleshisttbps met separately
as the House of Lords. Parliament was in part alrmpl that weakened the great
lords and provided a check on royal power.

Hugh Capet was an undistinguished duke from the middle cdénEe who
succeeded King Louis. He began the Capetian dymddtyench kings that ruled
France from 987 to 1328.

Philip 11, called Philip Augustus, ruled France from 1180 223.Philip earned
the name Augustus (from the Latin word meaning &s@g”), probably because
he greatly increased the territory of France. HeeseNormandy from King John
in 1204.
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Estates-Generalwas the meeting of three groups of people invitgdKing

Philip of France to participate in the council wdrvised the king in France. The
first group known as the First Estate was the Ghilgaders, while the great lords
were the second group known as the Second Esthte.cdmmoners, wealthy

landholders or merchants became known as the Hsitate.
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Study Session 5: The Russian Empire

GERMAN
EMPIRE

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about thehbahd growth of Russia. We will learn how the
influence of Greek and Byzantine culture on thevSled to the birth of Russian culture and
society.

In addition to sending its missionaries to the lasfdthe Slavsduring the ninth century,

Byzantium actively traded with its neighbors to tiwth. Because of this increased interaction,
the Slavs began absorbing many Greek Byzantine viayas this blending of Slavic and Greek

traditions that eventually produced Russian culture
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Learning Outcomes for Study Session 5

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
5.1 Explain the background to the birth of Russia

5.2  Describe the growth and decline of Kievan Russia
5.3  Describe the advent of the Mongols into Russia

5.4 Explain the independence of Russia and isagsan empire

5.1 Russia’s Birth

Russia’s first unified territory originated westtbe Ural Mountains in the region that runs from
the Black Sea to the Baltic Sea. Hilly grasslarmédsfaund in the extreme south of that area. The
north, however, is densely forested, flat, and spyanBlow-moving, interconnecting rivers
allow boat travel across these plains in almostdirgction.

Three great rivers, the Dnieper, the Don, and tblgd, run from the heart of the forests to the
Black Sea or the Caspian Sea. In the early dayheoByzantine Empire, these forests were
inhabited by tribes of Slavic farmers and tradd@iisey spoke similar languages but had no
political unity.

Sometime in the 800s, small bands of adventurare @own among them from the north. These
Varangians, or Rus as they were also called, wargt fkely Vikings. (The name “Russia” is
taken from this group.) Eventually, these Vikingsltoforts along the rivers and settled among
the Slavs.

In-text Question

Three great rivers, the Dnieper, the Don, and thigd, run from the heart of the forests to the
Black Sea or the Caspian Sea. True or False

In-text Answer

True

5.1.1 Slavs and Vikings
Russian legends say the Slavs invited the VikingfcRurik to be their king. So in 862, he
founded Novgorod, Russia’s first important city. alhaccount is given infThe Primary

Chronicle, a history of Russia written by monks in the edriyp0s. Around 880, a nobleman
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from Novgorod named Oleg moved south to Kiev, & oit the Dnieper River. From Kiev, the

Vikings could sail by river and sea to Constantieop

There they could trade for products from distamidia Kiev grew into a principality, a small

state ruled by a prince. As it did, the Viking neblintermarried with their Slavic subjects and

adopted many aspects of Slavic culture. GradutllyJine between Slavs and Vikings vanished.

5.1.2 Kiev Became Orthodox

In 957, a member of the Kievan nobility, Princedga) paid a visit to Constantinople and
publicly converted to Christianity. From 945 to 9&he governed Kiev until her son was old
enough to rule. Her son resisted Christianity. Haeve soon after Olga’s grandson Viadimir
came to the throne about 980, he considered cdowers Christianity.

The Primary Chronicle reports that Vladimir sent out teams to observenthgr religions of the
times. Three of the teams returned with lukewarmoants of Islam, Judaism, and Western
Christianity. But the team from Byzantium told qui different story: This report convinced
Vladimir to convert to Byzantine Christianity armrhake all his subjects convert, too.

In 989, a baptism of all the citizens of Kiev wesdd in the Dnieper River. Kiev,already linked
to Byzantium by trade, now looked to the empire ffeligious guidance. Vladimir imported
teachers to instruct the people in the new faith.tle beliefs and traditions of Orthodox
Christianity flourished in Kiev. Vladimir apprecedt the Byzantine idea of the emperor as
supreme ruler of the Church. So the close link betwChurch and state took root in Russia as

well.

5.2 Kiev’'s Power and Decline
Thanks to its Byzantine ties, Kiev grew from a tdusof crude wooden forts to the glittering
capital of a prosperous and educated people. TheofiKiev marked the appearance of Russia’s

first important unified territory.

5.2.1Kievan Russia

Vladimir led the way in establishing Kiev's powéte expanded his state west into Poland and
north almost to the Baltic Sea. He also foughttaitiblesome nomads from the steppes to the
south. In 1019, Vladimir’'s son Yaroslav the Wiseeaim the throne and led Kiev to even greater
glory. Like the rulers of Byzantium, Yaroslav skilly married off his daughters and sisters to

the kings and princes of Western Europe.
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Those marriages helped him to forge important trigdilliances. At the same time, he created a
legal code tailored to Kiev’'s commercial cultureahy of its rules dealt with crimes against
property. Yaroslav also built the first library ev. Under his rule, Christianity prospered. By

the 12th century, Kiev was home to some 400 chistche

In-text Question

Vladimir led the way in establishing Kiev's powéte expanded his state west into Poland and
north almost to the Baltic Sea. True or False

In-text Answer

True

5.2.2 Kiev’s Decline

The decline of the Kievan state started with thatlleof Yaroslav in 1054. During his reign,
Yaroslav had made what turned out to be a crucrak.eHe had divided his realm among his
sons, instead of following the custom of passingh@nthrone to the eldest son.

Upon their father's death, the sons tore the siptet fighting for the choicest territories. And
because this system of dividing the kingdom amamgs sontinued, each generation saw new
struggles.

The Crusades—the numerous clashes between Chsigtrath Muslims for control of the Holy
Lands of the Middle East that began in 1095—addae&iév’s troubles by disrupting trade.

Then, just when it seemed that things could notgete, a new threat emerged.

5.3 The Mongol Invasions

In the middle 1200s, a ferocious group of horserinem central Asia slashed their way into

Russia. These nomads were the Mongols. They hptbaded onto the world scene at the

beginning of the 1200s under Genghis Khan, onbefiost feared warriors of all time.

The Mongols may have been forced to move out by@wic or military pressures. They may

have been lured by the wealth of cities to the wé#tatever their reasons for leaving, they rode
their swift horses across the steppes of Asia anidto Europe. Their savage killing and burning

won them a reputation for ruthless brutality. Wi@anghis Khan died in 1227, his successors

continued the conquering that he had begun.
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At its fullest extent, the Mongol Empire stretchiedm the Yellow Sea to the Baltic Sea and
from the Himalayas to northern Russia. In 1240, Muangols attacked and demolished Kiev.
They rode under the leadership of Batu Khan, Gerglgrandson. So many inhabitants were
slaughtered, a Russian historian reported, thaeYr@oremained to weep.”

A Roman Catholic bishop traveling through Kiev fiyears later wrote, “When we passed
through that land, we found lying in the field ctless heads and bones of dead people.” After
the fall of Kiev, Mongols ruled all of southern Riesfor 200 years.

The empire’s official name was the “Khanate of @@den Horde”: Khanate, from the Mongol
word for “kingdom”; Golden, because gold was thgatacolor of the Mongols; and Horde, from
the Mongol word for “camp.”

LA

Figure 5.1 Mogul Invasions

5.3.1 Mongol Ruled in Russia

Under Mongol rule, the Russians could follow akithusual customs, as long as they
made no attempts to rebel. As fierce as they wbeeesMongols tolerated all the religions
in their realms. The Church, in fact, often actec&anediator between the Russian people
and their Mongol rulers. The Mongols demanded tist things from Russians: absolute

obedience and massive amounts of tribute, or patgnen
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By and large, the Russian nobles agreed. Novgorpdizxce and military hero Alexander
Nevsky, for example, advised his fellow princesctmperate with the Mongols. The Russian
nobles often crushed revolts against the Mongotsctlected oppressive taxes for the foreign
rulers.

Mongol rule isolated the Russians more than exanfiheir neighbors in Western Europe. This
meant that among other things, the Russians h#lditcess to many new ideas and inventions.
During this period, however, forces were at workt tventually would lead to the rise of a new

center of power in the country, and to Russia’sriiion.

5.4 Russia Became Free

The city of Moscow was first founded in the 110Bg.1156, it was a crude village protected by
a log wall. Nonetheless, it was located near thmegor rivers: the Volga, Dnieper, and Don.
From that strategic position, a prince of Moscowowbuld gain control of the three rivers could

control nearly all of European Russia—and perhapsessfully challenge the Mongols.

5.4.1 Moscow's Powerful Princes

A line of Russian princes eventually emerged onsitene who would do just that. During the
late 1320s, Moscow’s Prince Ivan | had earned thétgde of the Mongols by helping to crush

a Russian revolt against Mongol rule. For his s®wj the Mongols appointed Ivan | as tax
collector of all the Slavic lands they had conqdere

They also gave him the title of “Grand Prince.” ivead now become without any doubt the
most powerful of all Russian princes. He also bexdne wealthiest and was known as “lvan
Moneybag.” Ivan convinced the Patriarch of Kieve tleading bishop of Eastern Europe, to
move to Moscow.

The move improved the city’s prestige and gave Mwss princes a powerful ally: the Church.

Ivan | and his successors used numerous strateégieslarge their territory: land purchases,
wars, trickery, and shrewd marriages. From germratd generation, they schemed to gain

greater control over the small states around Moscow
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5.4.2 Russian Empire Emerged

The Russian state would become a genuine empiregdtire long, 43-year reign of Ivan Ill.
Upon becoming the prince of Moscow, Ivan openlyllemged Mongol rule. He took the name
czar, the Russian version of Caesar, and publidiyned his intent to make Russia the “Third
Rome.” (The title “czar” became official only dugnhe reign of Ivan IV.) In 1480, lvan made a
final break with the Mongols.

After he refused to pay his rulers further triblReissian and Mongol armies faced each other at
the Ugra River, about 150 miles southwest of Mosddawever, neither side advanced to fight.
So, after a time, both armies turned around andcimear home. Russians have traditionally
marked this bloodless standoff as their liberatrom Mongol rule.

After this liberation, the czars could openly pwsan empire. Such a defeat for the Mongols
would have seemed impossible nearly two centuriekee, as they pushed west from present-
day China and crushed nearly everything in theiih.p@ne of the peoples whom they conquered
back then was a new group that had risen to paw€entral Asia—the Turks.

Summary of Study Session 5
In this study session, you have learnt the follauin
1. Russia evolved through the intermingling of theiNgs and the Slavs leading to the
emergence of Novgorod and Kiev.
2. Through the influence of Princess Olga and herdgan Vladimir, all the beliefs and
traditions of Orthodox Christianity flourished irig«.
3. Vladimir's son Yaroslav the Wisecame to the thr@amal led Kiev to even greater
glory.
4. In 1240, the Mongols attacked and demolished Ki#terAthe fall of Kiev, the
Mongols ruled all of southern Russia for 200 years.
5. The city of Moscow was first founded in the 11008 & gradually developed through
the emergence of powerful princes like Ilvan.
6. Ivan | and his successors used numerous strategsdarge their territory.
7. In 1480, Ivan Il made a final break with the Moihgo
8. He took the name czar, the Russian version of Caasd publicly claimed his intent
to make Russia the “Third Rome.”
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Self-Assessment Questions (SAQSs) for Study Sesston

Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdule.

SAQ 5.1 (tests learning outcome 5.1)
How did influence of the Vikings on the Slavs bé&gin

SAQ 5.2 (tests learning outcome 5.2)
How did Vladimir's conversion to Christianity affieiev?

SAQ 5.3 (tests learning outcome 5.3)
How did Yaroslav’s decision to divide his realm argdis sons help cause Kiev’s decline?

SAQ 5.4 (tests learning outcome 5.4)
How did Ivan Il lead the Russians to their indegiemce from the Mongols?

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQSs) fand/ Session 5

SAQ 5.LRussian legends say the Slavs invited the VikirgfdRurik to be their king. So in

862, he founded Novgorod, Russia’s first importty

SAQ 5.2Vladimir appreciated the Byzantine idea of the empes supreme ruler of the
Church. So the close link between Church and stateroot in Russia as well.

SAQ 5.3 Upon their father's death, the sons tore the stqart fighting for the choicest

territories. And because this system of dividing tkingdom among sons continued, each

generation saw new struggles.
SAQ 5.4 After he refused to pay his rulers further tribuRyssian and Mongol armies faced

each other at the Ugra River, about 150 miles seegh of Moscow. However, neither side

advanced to fight. So, after a time, both armiesed around and marched home.
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Study Session 6The Holy Roman Empire of Germany,
911-1500

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about the drgtof the Holy Roman Empire, as Germe

was then known, which differed quite markedly frémance and England. Whereas those

countries were well on their way to developing omdl monarchies by 13, Germany was

disintegrating into feudal anarch
This was largely the result of Germany being tedhe ancient and somewhat outdated con

of a universal Roman Empire that claimed dominiverall of Europe.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta
6.1Explain the role of Saxon dynasty in the evolutioihHoly Roman Empire ¢

Germany
6.2 Describe the role of the Salian Dynasty in the stiere struggl
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6.3 Explain the role of Hohenstauffen Dynasty in theedepment of Germany
6.4 Describe the political changes the occurred in Gegnfrom the 13th century

6.1 The Saxon Dynasty

The breakup of the Frankish Empire in the ninthtaen created two main states: West
Frankland, which would become France, and Eastkiad, which would become Germany.
The death of Louis the Child in 911 put an endh®German branch of the Carolingian dynasty,
forcing the German nobles to choose a new ruler.

Largely because they recognized the need for agtmonarchy to protect them against the
nomadic Magyars to the East, the nobles chose uleesrof Saxony as their king. In the
following century, the Saxon dynasty (919-1024)kbkshed one of the strongest of the early
medieval monarchies.

The Saxons based their power, as most monarchsditieon the twin pillars of holding land
and an alliance with the Church. In addition, 8axon rulers did two other things to strengthen
their alliance with the Church.

For one thing, they supported the spread of theni@ reforms into Germany, largely as a
means to weakening the power of local nobles. SHgpm 961 the pope and ltalian bishops
called in the Saxon ruler, Otto I, to defend thegaiast their enemies.

In return for this favor, the pope crowned OttoniRm Emperor. From this time until 1806, the
imperial dignity would belong to the rulers of Gemny, known afterwards as the Holy Roman
Empire.
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6.2 The Salian Dynasty

The Salian Dynasty (1024-1106), which succeededSdveons, also depended on controlling
Church officials and large amounts of land to nm&imtand build its authority. In addition, the
rising power of the nobles made it even more mangathat they form a more efficient
administration. In the absence of towns at thityedate, the Salians used a peculiar institution
known as ministeriales.

These were originally non-free peasants whom ther€@hwould use for knight service to the
emperor. The bishops and abbots would give thesteinales use, but not possession of land to
pay for these services. The Salian emperors useistariales for various military and civil
services, since their low social status kept thepeddent on the emperor.

They also drew silver from the mines in the Hartauvitains, which gave them still more power.
Their power and policies made the Salians unpoguol&ermany, especially with the nobles.
However, by 1075, the emperor Henry IV seemed wallhis way to building the strongest
monarchy in Western Europe. He had extensive |aaggermanent capital at Goslar, money

revenues, and a body of servants loyal to the king.
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In-text Question
The breakup of the Frankish Empire in the ninthtesncreated two main states and

West Frankland and East Frankland

West Empire and east empire

°o T W

North Frankland and south frankland
d. North Empire and south empire

In-text Answer

a.

6.2.1 The Investiture Struggle

Unfortunately, as we have seen, the emperors' suppthe Church reforms had also raised the
power and status of the popes who then challenge@mperors' control of Church elections in
Investiture Struggle (1075-1122). When pope Gredft excommunicated Henry, the German
nobles seized the opportunity to rebel against graperor and elect a new ruler.

Rebellions, civil war, and anarchy tore through i@a&my and Italy. Pope Gregory VII died in
exile, but his successors continued the strugblnen Henry IV died, his successor, Henry V,
finally managed to reach a compromise settlementiie damage was already done.

The anarchy and wars of the past half a centurydflagdved the German nobles to assert their
independence. Great nobles became virtually intigr® princes, while the lower nobles
became their vassals. Bishops and abbots alseedréiefs in return for military service. The
free peasants virtually disappeared. Even thesta@nales were forced to break their bonds of
service to the empire and become other noblesalgas the empire started to fragment.

What ensued was a vicious cycle whereby German emwg)eseeing Germany as increasingly
hopeless and themselves as Roman emperors, wogldchégsermany and concentrate on
building their power in Italy. As a result, Gernyamould disintegrate into worse anarchy. This
would encourage the emperors to concentrate fudhdtaly while ignoring Germany, and so

on.
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6.3 Hohenstaufen Dynasty

The process of building the power of the Germanezorg in Italy especially accelerated under
the Hohenstaufen dynasty, starting with its finstperor, Frederick | Barbarossa (1152-1190).
Frederick | first tried to reassert imperial powerthe rich cities of Lombardy in north lItaly.
After some initial successes, he was defeated &gdmbined forces of the Lombard League in
1176.

Although they acknowledged him as their emperor paii some money, they remained
virtually independent. Frederick did manage td semarriage alliance of his son to a Norman
princess of Southern Italy and Sicily. Frederitdoehad some success in controlling the cities in
Central Italy. This had the effect of alarming fhapes who became the avowed enemies of the
Hohenstaufen emperors surrounding them.

Frederick Barbarossa died while on Crusade in 119& son and successor Henry VI, being
married to Constance of Sicily was even more in@dlin Italian politics. For one thing he had
to spend several years putting down a rebellioN@fman nobles who did not want a German
ruler.

Although Sicily brought the empire a very well anjzed and wealthy state, it also kept the
emperors out of Germany even more, allowing it igintegrate further. The acquisition of
Sicily also further alienated the popes who wens sarrounded with an even tighter noose.

The last great "German" emperor, Frederick Il (:1260) came to the throne as a baby. After a
stormy childhood, during which pope Innocent lllsmMais guardian against more threatening
German nobles, he came to the throne in high oght.ri Frederick was one of the most
fascinating medieval characters, keeping Muslimisg, a harem, and a menagerie of exotic
animals.

His irreligious ways shocked contemporaries. Ewencrusade where he gained Jerusalem
through negotiation rather than fighting with thedims did not seem quite Christian.

Frederick grew up in Sicily and considered Germtooy cold and bleak for a home, spending
only two years of his reign there. His policy #havas to keep it quiet so he could concentrate
on building his power in Italy and fighting the msp As a result, he was willing to grant further
privileges to the German nobles in order to pattigm.
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The last vestiges of imperial control fell into theands of nobles who were now granted full
powers of government in their individual lands. eTgopes added to the confusion as they stirred
up rebellions against Frederick in both Italy angri@any. Although Frederick maintained his
power in Italy, he never succeeded in breakingpibhyes' power. Even after his death in 1250,

the emperors' fight with the popes continued.

6.3.1 Interregnum

After the death of Frederick Il in 1250, the Germidangdom was divided between his son
Conrad IV (died 1254) and the anti-king, William ldblland (died 1256). Conrad's death was
followed by the Interregnum, during which no kinguéd achieve universal recognition and the
princes managed to consolidate their holdings @wdime even more independent rulers.

After 1257, the crown was contested between Ricb&@ornwall, who was supported by the
Guelph party, and Alfonso X of Castile, who wasogrused by the Hohenstaufen party but
never set foot on German soil. After Richard's lkdeat 1273, the Interregnum ended with

unanimous election of Rudolph | of Habsburg, a mpro-Staufen count.

In-text Question

Frederick 1 first tried to reassert imperial powerthe rich cities of Lombardy in north Italy.
True or False

In-text Answer

True
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6.4 Changes in Political Structure

The 13th century also saw a general structural gganam how land was administered; preparing
the shift of political power towards the rising Ibgeoisie at the expense of aristocratic feudalism
that would characterize the Late Middle Ages. ladtef personal duties, money increasingly
became the common means to represent economiciaadgeiculture.

Peasants were increasingly required to pay triboitetheir lands. The concept of "property"
began to replace more ancient forms of jurisdigtiaithough they were still very much tied
together. In the territories (not at the levellod Empire), power became increasingly bundled:
Whoever owned the land had jurisdiction, from whather powers derived. It is important to
note, however, that jurisdiction at this time didt include legislation, which virtually did not
exist until well into the 15th century. Court priaetheavily relied on traditional customs or rules
described as customary. It was during this time tha territories began to transform into
predecessors of modern states.

The process varied greatly among the various lamdswas most advanced in those territories
that were most identical to the lands of the olan@mic tribes, e.g. Bavaria. It was slower in

those scattered territories that were founded tdiromperial privileges.

6.4.1 The Elective Principle

In 1350, the German monarchy became purely electurther weakening the power of the

emperors. The difficulties in electing the king eually led to the emergence of a fixed college
of Prince-electors (Kurfursten), whose compositma procedures were set forth in the Golden
Bull of 1356.

This development probably best symbolises the eimgrduality between emperor and realm
(Kaiser und Reich), which were no longer considedeshtical. This is also revealed in the way
the post-Hohenstaufen kings attempted to sustain plower. Earlier, the Empire's strength (and
finances) greatly relied on the Empire's own lanttle so-called Reichsgut, which always
belonged to the king of the day and included mamydrial Cities.

After the 13th century, the relevance of the Rajcbhgaded, even though some parts of it did
remain until the Empire's end in 1806. Instead,Re&chsgut was increasingly pawned to local
dukes, sometimes to raise money for the Empiremre frequently to reward faithful duty or

as an attempt to establish control over the dukes.
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The direct governance of the Reichsgut no longecihea the needs of either the king or the
dukes.

Instead, the kings, beginning with Rudolph | of Blalrg, increasingly relied on the lands of
their respective dynasties to support their power.

In contrast with the Reichsgut, which was mostlgtred and difficult to administer, these
territories were relatively compact and thus eastercontrol. In 1282, Rudolph | thus lent
Austria and Styria to his own sons.

With Henry VII, the House of Luxembourg entered dtage. In 1312, Henry was crowned as
the first Holy Roman Emperor since Frederick 1.

After him all kings and emperors relied on the kod their own family (Hausmacht): Louis IV
of Wittelsbach (king 1314, emperor 1328-47) rel@d his lands in Bavaria; Charles IV of
Luxembourg, the grandson of Henry VII, drew strén@iom his own lands in Bohemia.
Interestingly, it was thus increasingly in the Kengwn interest to strengthen the power of the

territories, since the king profited from such adi in his own lands as well.

6.4.2 Imperial Reform

The "constitution" of the Empire was still largaipsettled at the beginning of the 15th century.
Although some procedures and institutions had lieed, for example by the Golden Bull of
1356, the rules of how the king, the electors, lredother dukes should cooperate in the Empire
much depended on the personality of the respeking

It therefore proved somewhat damaging that Sigismah Luxemburg (king 1410, emperor
1433-37) and Frederick Il of Habsburg (king 14éfperor 1452—-93) neglected the old core
lands of the empire and mostly resided in their ¢avds. Without the presence of the king, the
old institution of the Hoftag, the assembly of tekalm's leading men, deteriorated.

The Imperial Diet as a legislative organ of the Empulid not exist at that time. Even worse,
dukes often went into feuds against each other thate often than not, escalated into local
wars.

Simultaneously, the Church was in a state of ctes with wide-reaching effects in the Empire.
The conflict between several papal claimants (twi-gopes and the legitimate Pope) was only
resolved at the Council of Constance (1414-18grdf19, much energy was spent on fighting
the Hussites.
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The medieval idea of unifying all Christendom iatgingle political entity, of which the Church
and the Empire were the leading institutions, begatecline.

With these drastic changes, much discussion eméngée 15th century about the Empire itself.
Rules from the past no longer adequately desctiedtructure of the time, and a reinforcement
of earlier Landfrieden was urgently called for. Igr this time, the concept of "reform"
emerged, in the original sense of the Latin veHormare, to regain an earlier shape that had

been lost.

6.4.3 Imperial Diet

(Imperial Chamber Court); structures that would—atalegree—persist until the end of the
Empire in 1806.However, it took a few more decadlessl the new regulation was universally
accepted and the new court actually began to fomctnly in 1512 would the Imperial Circles
be finalised.

The King also made sure that his own court, theli&iofrat, continued to function in parallel to
the Reichskammergericht. In this year, the Empilso areceived its new title, the
HeiligesRomisches Reich Deutscher Nation ("Holy Rarikmpire of the German Nation").

The popes finally emerged victorious in their sgiegwith the German emperors. They broke
the ring of enemies surrounding them by incitinigelBons in the cities to the north and bringing
in the French royal prince, Charles of Anjou, tedkirow Frederick's son in Sicily and Southern
Italy.

The pope even forced loans out of the Italian bemkg threatening to ruin them with a decree
absolving all debtors from their obligations to thakers. The means that the popes used to
defeat the emperors also served to tarnish their reputations and that of the Church. By 1500
Germany remained as a patchwork of some 300 indeperstates nominally united under the
empire.

For centuries, Germany, too weak and divided temkkitself, would be a constant battleground
for other powers' wars. Even after its unification1871, the memory of these humiliations
would largely determine Germany's foreign policyl & an underlying cause of the two world

wars in this century.
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Summary of Study Session 6In this study session, you have learnt the

following:
1. The Saxon dynasty established one of the strongeghe early medieval

monarchies in Germany referred to as the Holy RoBrapire of Germany

2. The Salian Dynasty which succeeded the Saxonsbedawwved in the
investiture struggle with the popes because then@erulers saw themselves as
Roman emperors, neglected Germany and concentratbdilding their power in
Italy

3. TheHohenstauffen Dynasty accelerated process dtlibgi the power of the
German emperors in Italy the climax of which wae lthterregnum, during which
no king could achieve universal recognition and fthnces managed to
consolidate their holdings and became even moepradent rulers.

4. The 13th century witnessed a general structuraingdain how land was
administered, preparing the shift of political pow@wvards the rising bourgeoisie

at the expense of aristocratic feudalism.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQSs) for Study Sesstbn
Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdlle.

SAQ 6.1 (tests learning outcome 6.1)
What was the role of the Saxon ruler, Otto | inékelution of the Holy Roman Empire

of Germany?

SAQ 6.2 (tests learning outcome 6.2)
What role did the institution known as ministergafgay during Salian dynasty?

SAQ 6.3 (tests learning outcome 6.3)
What was the significance of the Interregnum intody Roman Empire of Germany?

SAQ 6.4 (tests learning outcome 6.4)
What were the major changes that occurred in Geyrimathe 13' century?
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Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQSs) fand/ Session 6

SAQ 6.1: Saxon ruler, Otto |, defended them the Italian jgopgainst their enemies. In
return for this favor, the pope crowned Otto RorEamperor. From this time until 1806, the
imperial dignity would belong to the rulers of Gemy, known afterwards as the Holy Roman
Empire.

SAQ 6.2: The ministeriales were used for various militarg anvil services, since their low
social status kept them dependent on the empdroey also drew silver from the mines in the
Hartz Mountains, which gave them still more powireir power and policies made the Salians
unpopular in Germany, especially with the nobles.

SAQ 6.3: The Interregnum was a period during which no kirgyld achieve universal
recognition as the emperor of the Holy Roman Emaird the princes managed to consolidate
their holdings and became even more independeeatsrult started in 1257 and ended in 1273
with the unanimous election of Rudolph | of Habsgpbur

SAQ 6.4 In 1350, the German monarchy became purely electurther weakening the
power of the emperors. The difficulties in electthg king eventually led to the emergence of a
fixed college of Prince-electors (Kurfursten), waaomposition and procedures were set forth
in the Golden Bull of 1356.

For the first time, the assembly of the electors ather dukes was now called the Imperial Diet.
Imperial Reform, a set of legal acts to give theirdegrating Empire back some structure,
produced the Imperial Circle Estates and the Inap€&iamber Court.

62



Study Session 7: The Rise and fall of the Byzantirtempire,
500-1453

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about the asel fall of the Byzantine Empire. The rise of
the Byzantium began when the Western Roman Empimatded in the fifth century as it was
overrun by invading Germanic tribes. By this tirhewever, the once great empire had already
undergone significant changes.

It had been divided into western and eastern emspaned its capital had moved east from Rome
to the Greek city of Byzantium. The city would bew known as Constantinople after the
emperor Constantine, who made it the new capital.ih 330. (Byzantium would remain as the
name of the entire Eastern Empire.)

For nearly a thousand years after the collapsehef Western Empire, Byzantium and its
flourishing capital carried on the glory of Romdilthe beginning of the fifteenth century when

it began to decline and eventually fell in 1453.
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Learning Outcomes for Study Session 7
When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
7.1Describe Emperor Justinian conquered almost alltéhétory that Rome had ever
ruled
7.2Describe the life in the New Rome involving theatren of the Justinian Code, the
creation of the Imperial Capital and the Nika Ré&bel
7.3 Describe some of the countless setbacks of therBiymaempire
7.4Explain the differences that grew in and ultimatgtit apart the Church
7.5Explain the events that led to the decline anddiihe Byzantine Empire

7.1 A New Rome in a New Setting

Roman leaders had divided the empire in 395, lgrdele to difficulties in communications
between the eastern and the troubled western pértee empire. Still, rulers in the East
continued to see themselves as emperors for aRashe. In 527, a high-ranking Byzantine
nobleman namedlustinian succeeded his uncle to the throne of the EasteirEm

In an effort to regain Rome’s fading glory, Jusimiin 533 sent his best general, Belisarius to
recover North Africa from the invading Germanicbé&s. Belisarius and his forces quickly
succeeded. Two years later, Belisarius attackedeRamd seized it from a group known as the
Ostrogoths. But the city faced repeated attackstbgr Germanic tribes. Over the next 16 years,
Rome changed hands six times.

After numerous campaigns, Justinian’s armies woarlpeall of Italy and parts of Spain.
Justinian now ruled almost all the territory thaanfie had ever ruled. He could honestly call
himself a new Caesar. Like the last of the old @eesthe Byzantine emperors ruled with
absolute power.

They headed not just the state but the church s Ty appointed and dismissed bishops at
will. Their politics were brutal—and often deadliEmperors lived under constant risk of
assassination. Of the 88 Byzantine emperors, @9 dblently, and 13 abandoned the throne to

live in monasteries.

64



7.2 Life in the New Rome

A separate government and difficult communicatiofith the West gave the Byzantine Empire
its own character, different from that of the WestEmpire. The citizens thought of themselves
as sharing in the Roman tradition, but few spokiinLanymore. Most Byzantines spoke Greek.
Having unified the two empires, Justinian set ygaael of legal experts to regulate Byzantium’s
increasingly complex society. The panel combedutino400 years of Roman law. It found a
number of laws that were outdated and contradictding panel created a single, uniform code

known as thdustinian Code After its completion, the code consisted of fauarks.

1. The Code contained nearly 5,000 Roman laws that were sthsaered useful for the
Byzantine Empire.

2. The Digest quoted and summarized the opinions of Rome’s gseétgal thinkers about the
laws. This massive work ran to a total of 50 volsme

3. Thelnstituteswas a textbook that told law students how to usdatvs.

4. TheNovellae (New Laws) presented legislation passed after 534.

The Justinian Code decided legal questions thatilagzml whole areas of Byzantine life.
Marriage, slavery, property, inheritance, womeinghts, and criminal justice were just some of
those areas. Although Justinian himself died in, 568 code served the Byzantine Empire for

900 years.
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Figure 7.2 Justinian Code

7.2.1 Creating the Imperial Capital

While his scholars were creating the legal codstidian launched the most ambitious public
building program ever seen in the Roman world. Heuilt the crumbling fortifications of
Constantinople, as workers constructed a 14-mibmestwall along the city’s coastline and
repaired the massive fortifications along its westand border. Church building, however, was
the emperor’s greatest passion.

Justinian viewed churches as the most visible sigiie close connection between church and
state in his empire. The crowning glory of his reigasHagia Sophig which means “Holy
Wisdom” in Greek. A church of the same name hadnbeéestroyed in riots that swept
Constantinople in 532. When Justinian rebuilt Hefgigphia, many visitors hailed it as the most
splendid church in the Christian world.

As part of his building program, Justinian enlardpsi palace into a vast complex. He also built
baths, agueducts, law courts, schools, and hospB3gl the time the emperor was finished, the
city teemed with an almost visible excitement. B#hesuch excitement, a less obvious but
vitally important activity took place: the presetiea of Greco-Roman culture.

Byzantine families valued education—specificallyasdical learning. Basic courses for
Byzantine students focused on Greek and Latin gramamd philosophy. The classics of Greek

and Roman literature served as textbooks. Studeatsorized Homer. They learned geometry
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from Euclid, history from Herodotus, and medicimeni Galen. The modern world owes

Byzantine scholars a huge debt for preserving noditlye great works of Greece and Rome.

In-text Question
The Justinian Code decided legal questions thalazl whole areas of Byzantine life. True or

False

In-text Answer
True

7.2.2 Constantinople’s Hectic Pace

The main street running through Constantinople thhadMese or “Middle Way.” Merchant stalls
lined the main street and filled the side streBteducts from the most distant corners of Asia,
Africa, and Europe passed through these stallstylabeere, food stands filled the air with the
smell of their delicacies, while acrobats and $tnegsicians performed.

Meanwhile, citizens could enjoy free entertainmantthe Hippodrome, which offered wild
chariot races and performance acts. The Hippodridromm Greek words meaning “horse” and
“racecourse”) held 60,000 spectators. Fans of ifiereint teams formed rowdy gangs named for
the colors worn by their heroes.

In 532, two such fan groups sparked citywide rzaBed the Nika Rebellion (because the mob
cried “Nika!” or “Victory!”). Both sides were angrwith the government. They felt that city
officials had been too severe in putting down avioies riot of Hippodrome fans. They packed
the Hippodrome and demanded the overthrow of JastiBelisarius, however, broke in with his
troops and slaughtered about 30,000 rebels.

Justinian had considered fleeing during the NikadRen, but his wife, Theodora, urged him to
stay. Empress Theodora (500-548), the most powerdahan in Byzantine history rose from
deep poverty. Early in life, Theodora was an astr&ventually, she met Justinian, and in 525,

they married.

As empress, Theodora met with foreign envoys, wiot®reign leaders, passed laws, and built

churches. During one political crisis, Theodorarewenfiscated the property of the general
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Belisarius. After she died in 548, Justinian waslgpressed that he passed no major laws for the
rest of his reign.

As her husband’s steely adviser, Theodora had imenpower. During the Nika Rebellion, she
rallied Justinian to remain in the capital withexy speech:

My opinion is that now is a poor time for flightyen though it brings safety. For any

man who has seen the light of day will also did¢,dne who has been an emperor cannot
endure to be a fugitive. If now you wish to go, Ergr, nothing prevents you.

There is the sea, there are the steps to the Rdtsake care that after you are safe, you

do not find that you would gladly exchange thaesafor death.

7.3 The Empire in Crises
After Justinian’s death in 565, the empire suffecedntless setbacks. There were street riots,
religious quarrels, palace intrigues, and foreigngers. Each time the empire moved to the edge

of collapse, it found some way to revive only todanother crisis.

In-text Question

There were street riots, religious quarrels, palategues, and after Justinian’s death.
a. Foreign dangers

b. Epidemic
c. War
d. shipwrecked

In-text Answer

a

7.3.1 The Plague of Justinian
The first crisis actually began before Justiniagesth. It was a disease that resembled what we
now know as the bubonic plague. This horrifyingeks hit Constantinople in the later years of

Justinian’s reign. The plague probably arrived friogia on ships infested with rats.
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Historians estimate that in 542, the worst yeathef plague, 10,000 people were dying every
day. The illness broke out repeatedly until arodfd, when it finally faded. By that time, it had
destroyed a huge percentage of the Byzantine pgula

7.3.2 Attacks from East and West

From the very start of its rise to power, Byzantid@eed constant challenges from foreign
enemies. Lombards overran Justinian’s conquestiseirwest. Avars, Slavs, and Bulgars made
frequent raids on the northern borders. The pow&éassanid Persians attacked relentlessly in
the east.

The Persians and Avars struck against Constangritgalf in 626. With the rise of Islam, Arab
armies attacked the city in 674 and once agairlih Russians attempted invasions of the city
three times between 860 and 1043. In the 11th ognttve Turks took over the Muslim world
and fought their way slowly into Byzantine terrigor

The Byzantines used bribes, diplomacy, politicarmages, and military power to keep their
enemies at bay. In the seventh century, Emperaadias reorganized the empire along military
lines. Provinces became themes, or military distriEach theme was run by a general who
reported directly to the emperor.

These strategies, however, could not work foreS8&wly, the Byzantine Empire shrank under
the impact of foreign attacks. By 1350, it was @tlito the tip of Anatolia and a strip of the
Balkans. Yet thanks to its walls, its fleet, arglstrategic location, Constantinople held out for
another 100 years. Finally, the city fell to theddian Turks in 1453.

7.4 A Divided Church

During the Byzantine Empire, Christianity underwandramatic development. Christianity had
begun to develop differently in the Western andt&asRoman Empires, due largely to the
distance and lack of contact between the two reggids the Eastern Empire became Byzantium
and flourished, those differences grew and ultihgagplit apart the Church.
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7.4.1 A Religious Split

Eastern Christianity built its heritage on the wodt early Church fathers. One was Saint Basil,
who, around 357, wrote rules for the life of monkkere, Saint Basil describes how monks and
Christians should behave:

The Christian should not be ostentatious [showytlothing or sandals, for all this is idle
boasting. He should wear cheap clothes accordintheéoneed of the body. He should
consume nothing beyond what is necessary or whenlst to extravagance, for all this is
abuse.

He should not strive for honour nor always seekitise place. Each one should hold all men
above himself. He should not be disobedient. He should not be desirous of money, nor
treasure up unnecessary things to no avail.

He who approaches God ought to embrace povertl thiags, and be pierced with the fear

of God.

Another significant figure was Saint John Chrysostés bishop of Constantinople from 398 to
404, Chrysostom was thmatriarch, or leading bishop of the East. But even the aath bowed

to the emperor. A controversy that tested the earfseruthority over religious matters broke
out in the eighth century.

In 730, Emperor Leo lll banned the useadns religious images used by Eastern Christians to
aid their devotions. The emperor viewed the usemfs as idol worship. People responded with
riots, and the clergy rebelled. In the West, thpgobecame involved in this eastern dispute and
supported the use of icons.

One pope even ordered teecommunicationof a Byzantine emperor—that is, he declared the
emperor to be an outcast from the Church. In 84&enthan 100 years after the controversy
began, Empress Theodora restored icons to Eadtenches. Differences between the Eastern
and Western churches, continued to grow.

In 1054, matters came to a head when the popehanubtriarch excommunicated each other in a
dispute over religious doctrine. Shortly afterwafhristianity officially split between the
Roman Catholic Church in the West and the Orthddourch in the East.

70



7.4.2 The Conversion of the Slavs by Byzantine Miemaries

As West and East grew apart, the two traditionsCoiristianity competed for converts.
Missionaries from the Orthodox Church, for examptek their form of Christianity to the
Slavs, groups that inhabited the forests northhef Black Sea. Two of the most successful
Eastern missionaries, Saint Methodius and Saintl,Gyorked among the Slavs in the ninth
century.

Cyril and Methodius invented an alphabet for thavil languages. With an alphabet, Slavs
would be able to read the Bible in their own torgyudanySlavic languages, including Russian,
are now written in what is called tl@&yrillic alphabet. As these missionaries carried out their
work, the Slavs themselves were creating a cultbee would form one of history’s most

influential countries: Russia.

7.5 The Decline and fall of the Byzantine Empire (125-1453)

The Byzantine Empire, much like the Roman Empiszgetl a formidable array of external
enemies. However, it was largely internal decayctwidestroyed both empires. The political
and economic stability of the empire by 1000 A.Bd Ito two lines of development which
combined to trigger a pair of interlocking feedbawgkles that, in turn, eventually wrecked the
empire.

Figure 7.3: Byzantine Empire Decline
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7.5.1 The Beginning of Decline: A Vicious Cycle

A pair of interlocking vicious cycles combined tagger off crises which eventually weakened
the empire. First of all, there was the free petigampon which the government depended for
taxes and recruits. When the empire had been urmtestant attack, land had been a poor
investment.

But once stability started to return in the eigbémtury, many nobles looked greedily upon the
farmlands controlled by the free peasantry. Theas a constant battle as the nobles tried to get
these lands and enserf the peasants. The governgeeing the free peasantry as the backbone
of its economy and defence, did what it could tiede them.

Basil Il in particular fought long and hard to dedethe peasants, but even he was unable to
break the power of the nobles. Secondly, and wnfately for the peasants, not all emperors
were strong or even concerned enough to defenpdahsants.

This was especially true after Basil II's deathl025 when the empire was at its height and a
strong military seemed less necessary. Theretorsgries of weak rulers with little military
experience succeeded Basil. During hard timed) asdamine, nobles would take the chance to
dispossess the peasants.

This would lead to the decline of the free peagaatd army, which in turn forced the state to
rely more and more on expensive foreign mercenafiess further increased the tax burden on
the peasants, which caused more of them to lose ldeds, leading to more reliance on
mercenaries and so on.

This vicious cycle weakened the economy and tar bashe point where the Byzantines could
not even afford to maintain their navy. Therefdley asked such rising Italian city-states as
Venice and Genoa to fight their naval battles fem. The price they paid was to lower and
eventually eliminate the 10% import toll the Veaes and Genoese would normally pay.

This allowed them to undersell Byzantine goods,ciwhiowered government revenues from
trade as well as ruining the tightly run guildsBjzantine artisans and craftsmen. The even
lower revenues forced the Byzantines to rely evenenon the Italians, who then got an even
tighter stranglehold on the Byzantine economy, tiepeating the cycle.

This also fed back into the first feedback cycldhesloss of money from lower tolls forced the

government to raise taxes further and create an gveater burden for the peasants. The
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combined effects of these cycles led to growingrimal decay within the empire and growing
tensions with the Italian city-states who werengkover more of the empire's trade.

Along with these processes, events elsewhere vesang in on the Byzantines in the tenth and
eleventh centuries. By 1070, a new and more agigeegnemy, the Seljuk Turks, had replaced
the Arabs as the main Muslim threat to the ByzagtinIn 1071, at the battle of Manzikert, the
Byzantines found out that, besides being expensieecenaries can also be unreliable.

The result was a disastrous defeat when their Noramal Turkish mercenaries abandoned them
without even fighting, leading to the loss of pafrthe Balkans and most of Asia Minor, the very
heart of the empire. This, along with the declinetonomy described above, generated steady
internal decay for the empire.

7.5.2 The First Crusade

Desperate for help, the new emperor, Alexius |, enagblea to Western Europe for mercenaries.
What he got instead was the First Crusade, a oeisgwar with the goal of taking Palestine and
Jerusalem from the Seljuk Turks. Alexius skilljulhandled this wave of half civilized
Westerners as they passed through his empire omah¢o Palestine.

He even managed to use them to recover part of Msiar. Alexius and his successors, John |
and Manuel | did manage to stabilize the empiretntiers and recover some ground.
Unfortunately, in 1176, Manuel and his army werdasied and severely defeated by the Turks
at the battle of Myriocephalum. The lands regainedr the last century were lost once again,
showing how hollow the Byzantine recovery actualbs.

Meanwhile, in addition to the Italian stranglehald the Byzantine economy, growing cultural
and religious differences led to rising tensionsMeen the Byzantine East and Latin West.
These tensions and the West's growing involvenmeBtyzantine affairs also helped lead to the
First Crusade.

All the while, contact with the West kept growiramd with it friction between the two cultures.
As the Iltalian city-states' stranglehold on the &@ywme Empire's trade grew, so did hostility
against Italian merchants, who numbered some 60rDG@nstantinople alone.

Cultural differences, such as how the two cultwasied on war and diplomacy, and a religious
schism which split the Roman Catholic and Greelh@ibx Churches permanently in 1054, just
added to the mutual animosity. In the late 1100t broke out in various Byzantine cities,

causing the massacre of numerous Italian merchants.
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A major backlash came from Western Europe in 128énwWenice directed the soldiers of the
Fourth Crusade to Constantinople, which they stdrraed brutally sacked. A short lived
Crusader state was set up but the Byzantines reeabConstantinople in 126l. However,
irreparable damage had been done.

The Venetians still held strategic Aegean islarats] the Crusaders still controlled parts of
Greece. Furthermore, much of the wealth and spleofdiConstantinople had been hauled off to

Venice and Western Europe.

7.5.3 The Fall: Ottoman Invasion

The energy and res the Byzantines used in recayémam this blow would have been better
spent in meeting a potent new threat from the EhastOttoman Turks. From 1300 onwards, the
Ottomans steadily encroached on Byzantine landasia Minor. In 1345 they crossed into
Europe never to leave.

The Byzantine state crumbled piece by piece inpathetic remnant of itself. Finally in 1453,
Constantinople, the last remnant of the old Romapike, fell to the Turks after a desperate and
heroic siege. With that siege went the last rertsnahthe Roman Empire.

Summary of Study Session 7
In this study session, you have learnt the follauin

1. In 527Emperodustinian got to the throne of the Eastern Empire and ruledst all
the territory that Rome had ever ruled.

2. He created a single, uniform code known as theiniast Code thatserved the
Byzantine Empire for 900 years.

3. Justinian launched the most ambitious public bnddprogram ever seen in the
Roman world.

4. After Justinian’s death in 565, the empire suffecedintless setbacks. There were
street riots, religious quarrels, palace intriguesd foreign dangers. Each time the
empire moved to the edge of collapse, it found saagto revive.

5. As the Eastern Empire became Byzantium and floadsthe Eastern Church begun
to develop differently from the Western Christignithose differences grew and
ultimately split apart the Church.
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6. Political and economic stability of the empire b§00 A.D. led to a vicious cycle

that, in turn, eventually wrecked the empire.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessibn
Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes
on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdle.
SAQ 7. For each term or name, write a sentence explitsrsignificance.

« Justinian « Justinian Code ¢ Hagia Sophia  path « icon « excommunication

* Cyrillic alphabet

SAQ 7.1 (tests learning outcome 7.1)

How did Justinian succeed in creating a New Rome?

SAQ 7.2 (tests learning outcome 7.2)

Identify and explain four works that the Justinc@ue consisted of?

SAQ 7.3 (tests learning outcome 7.3)

What the Plague of Justinian?

SAQ 7.4 (tests learning outcome 7.4)

What do you think was the most important issueding the two churches?
SAQ 7.5 (tests learning outcome 7.5)

Identify the factors responsible for the declind &l of the Byzantine Empire

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQSs) faudy Session 7

SAQ 7:

« Justinian: A high-ranking Byzantine nobleman who succeedsdritle to the throne of the
Eastern Empire in 527.

« Justinian Code: A single, uniform code of law created from the Romhaw

» Hagia Sophia: The name of a church which had been destroyeais that swept

Constantinople in 532 and was rebuilt by Justinmany visitors hailed it as the most splendid

church in the Christian world.

» Patriarch The leading bishop of the Eastern Church
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* Icon: Religious images used by Eastern Christians tdhaigl devotions.

* Excommunication: To declare someone to be an outcast from the Church

* Cyrillic alphabet: An alphabet for the Slavic languages invented bgtS2yril and Saint
Methodius

SAQ 7.1: Justinian in 533 sent his best general, Belisaougcover North Africa from the
invading Germanic tribes. Belisarius and hisforapsckly succeeded. Two years later,
Belisarius attacked Rome and seized it from a giowgwn asthe Ostrogoths. But the city faced
repeated attacks by other Germanic tribes. Ovemthe¢ 16 years, Rome changed hands six
times. After numerous campaigns, Justinian’s armwias nearly all of Italy and parts of Spain.
SAQ 7.2: 1.TheCode contained nearly 5,000 Roman laws that were siilsedered useful for
the Byzantine Empire.
2. TheDigest quoted and summarized the opinions of Rome’s gsekdgal thinkers
about the laws. This massive work ran to a tot&¥olumes.
3. Thelnstitutes was a textbook that told law students how to usdatvs.
4. The Novellag(New Laws) presented legislation passed after 534.
SAQ 7.3: It was a disease that Constantinople in the lagarsy of Justinian’s reign. The
plague probably arrived from India on ships infdstéth rats. Historians estimate that in 542,
the worst year of the plague, 10,000 people weragdgvery day. The illness broke out
repeatedly until around 700, when it finally faded.
SAQ 7.4: The most important issue dividing the two churchvas the issue of doctrine. In
1054, matters came to a head when the pope anghtharch excommunicated each other in a
dispute over religious doctrine. Shortly afterwafhristianity officially split between the
Roman Catholic Church in the West and the Orthddoxrch in the East.
SAQ 7.5:

» Greedinessof nobles over the farmlands controliethé free peasantry.

* Decline of the free peasantry and army

» Hard times, such as famine

* Reliance on expensive foreign mercenaries.

* Increased tax burden on the peasants, which causeel of them to lose their

lands, leading to more reliance on mercenaries.
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The rise of new more aggressive enemy, the Muslims

Unreliability of mercenaries who abandoned thenhauit even fighting
Declining economy which generated steady intereahg for the empire.
The Italian stranglehold on the Byzantine economy

The Crusades

The Ottoman invasion
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Study Session 8: The Age of Faith and the Crusades

The Age of Faith

* Spiritual Revival

— Starting in the
900s, monasteries help
bring about a spiritual
revival

— Reformers help restore
and expand Church
power

Coat of Arms of Cluny Abbey: "Gules twa keys d -
in saltire the wards upwards and outwards or  ‘ounded in 910, this is the Benedictine Abbey of
overall a sword in pale argent”. Hluny as it loaked in 2004,

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about theafjéaith and the crusades it inspired as well as
the effects of the crusades. Some historians haledcthe period in Western Europe between
500 and 1000 a “dark age.” Magyars seeking plupdshed up from the Danube River region.
Vikings raided western European church monastefibese groups destroyed many of these
centers of learning. Around the 900s, however, \& spirit invaded the church and brought
about a spiritual revival in the clergy. Filled ibhew energy, the church began restructuring

itself and started massive building programs tater@ew places of worship.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 8
When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
8.1 Define and use correctly all the key words in bold
8.2 Explain the stages in the birth of a new age caledage of faith

8.3 Describe the rise of cathedrals as the representatithe City of God
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8.4Explain the stages as well as the goals of theades
8.5Explain the events that led to the decline of thusades

8.1 The Age of Faith

Monasteries led the spiritual revival. The monasteunded at Cluny in France in 910 was
especially important. The reformers there wanteettorn to the basic principles of the Christian
religion. To do so, they established new religiotders

Influenced by the religious devotion and revereficeGod shown by the new monasteries, the
popes began to reform the Church. They restoreceagpdnded its power and authority. A new

age of religious feeling was born—the Age of Fastill, many problems troubled the Church.

Age of Faith

e The Church revival of this period began the
“Age of Faith” (about 1000A.D.)

e Three problems of the Church:

1. Priests were marrying

2. Simony-selling Church positions
3. Lay Investiture

Figure 8.1: Age of Faith

8.1.1 Problems in the Church
Some priests were nearly illiterate and could lyarehd their prayers. Some of the popes were
men of questionable morals. Many bishops and abfartsl more about their positions as feudal
lords than about their duties as spiritual leadReformers were most distressed by three main
issues.

= Many village priests married and had families. So@rriages were against Church

rulings.
= Bishops sold positions in the Church, a practideedaimony.
= Using the practice of lay investiture, kings appethchurch bishops.

* Church reformers believed the Church alone shopgaiat bishops.
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8.1.2 Reform and Church Organization

Pope Leo IX and Pope Gregory VII enforced Churatslagainst simony and the marriage of
priests. The popes who followed Leo and Gregorygauized the Church to continue the policy
of reform. In the 1100s and 1200s, the Church wasuctured to resemble a kingdom, with the
pope at its head. The pope’s group of adviserscathsd the papal Curia.

The Curia also acted as a court. It developed ctawrfthe law of the Church) on matters such
as marriage, divorce, and inheritance. The Cursd alecided cases based on these laws.
Diplomats for the pope traveled through Europeidgakith bishops and kings. In this way the
popes established their authority throughout Eurdjee Church collected taxes in the form of
tithes.

These consumed one-tenth the yearly income fromye@éaristian family. The Church used
some of the money to perform social services sgataang for the sick and the poor. In fact, the

Church operated most hospitals in medieval Europe.

In-text Question

Pope Leo IX and Pope Gregory VIl enforced Churetslagainst simony and the marriage of
priests. TRUE OR FALSE

In-text Answer

True

8.1.3 New Religious Orders

In the early 1200s, wandering friars traveled frplace to place preaching and spreading the
Church’s ideas. Like monks, friars took vows of &fity, poverty, and obedience. Unlike monks,
friars did not live apart from the world in monasts. Instead, they preached to the poor
throughout Europe’s towns and cities.

Friars owned nothing and lived by begging. Domiai§panish priest, founded the Dominicans,
one of the earliest orders of friars. Because Danmemphasized the importance of study, many
Dominicans were scholars. Francis of Assisi, atialta founded another order of friars, the
Franciscans. Francis treated all creatures, inotudnimals, as if they were his spiritual brothers

and sisters.
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Women played an important role in the spiritualivak Women joined the Dominicans,
Benedictines, and Franciscans. In 1212, a womareddhare and her friend Francis of Assisi
founded the Franciscan order for women. It was knaw/the Poor Clares.

In Germany, Hildegard ofBingen, a mystic and masicifounded a Benedictine convent in
1147. Like friars, these women lived in poverty avatked to help the poor and sick. Unlike the

friars, however, women were not allowed to travehf place to place as preachers.

8.2 Cathedrals—Cities of God

During the medieval period most people worshipednrall churches near their homes. Larger
churches called cathedrals were built in city are@ke cathedral was viewed as the
representation of the City of God. As such, it wasorated with all the richness that Christians
could offer.

Between about 800 and 1100, churches were buthénRomanesque style. The churches had
round arches and a heavy roof held up by thick svafid pillars. The thick walls had tiny
windows that let in little light.

Figure 8.2Medieval Cathedrals
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8.2.1 A New Style of Church Architecture

A new spirit in the church and access to more mdray the growing wealth of towns and from
trade helped fuel the building of churches in sav&uropean countries. In the early 1100s, a
new style of architecture, known @®thic, evolved throughout medieval Europe.

The termGothic comes from a Germanic tribe named the Goths. Urthiee heavy, gloomy
Romanesque buildings, Gothic cathedrals thrust uwbvas if reaching toward heaven. Light
streamed in through huge stained glass windowserGitis of the medieval world were evident
around or in the Gothic cathedral—sculpture, woodogs, and stained glass windows.

All of these elements were meant to inspire thesWwiper with the magnificence of God. Soon
Gothic cathedrals were built in many towns of Fenmm Paris, the vaulted ceiling of the
Cathedral of Notre Dame eventually rose to more tt@0 feet. Then Chartres, Reims, Amiens,
and Beauvais built even taller cathedrals. Inradarly 500 Gothic churches were built between
1170 and 1270.

8.2.2 Gothic Architecture

The master builders in France, where the Gothite styiginated, developed techniques of

structural engineering that were key to Gothic aecture: ribbed vaults that supported the
roof's weight, flying buttresses that transferredight to thick, exterior walls, pointed arches

that framed huge stained glasswindows, and taksphat seemed to be pointing to heaven.

The cathedral of Chartres was a masterpiece ofiGathhitecture. The cathedral has hundreds

of sculptures. The stone carvings that frame edeopy illustrate Bible stories.

8.3 The Crusades

The Age of Faith also inspired wars of conquest.1093, the Byzantine emperor Alexius
Comnenus sent an appeal to Robert, Count of Flandi&e emperor asked for help against the
Muslim Turks. They were threatening to conquerdaigital, Constantinople:

Come then, with all your people and give battlehvatl your strength, so that all

this treasure shall not fall into the hands of Theks. . . .
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Therefore act while there is still time lest theddom of the Christians shall vanish from

your sight and, what is more important, the Holyp@eher [the tomb where Jesus was
buried] shall vanish. And in your coming you wilhd your reward in heaven, and if you

do not come, God will condemn you.

PopeUrban Il also read that letter. Shortly after this appealissued a call for what he termed a
“holy war,” a Crusade, to gain control of the Holy Land. Over the neRD3years, a number of

such Crusades were launched.

& ‘-._ 5

Figure 8.3 Byzantine emperor Alexius Comnenus

8.3.1 Goals of the Crusades

The Crusades had economic, social, and politicalsgas well as religious motives. Muslims

controlled Palestine (the Holy Land) and threate@Gedstantinople. The Byzantine emperor in

Constantinople appealed to Christians to stop Muglitacks. In addition, the pope wanted to
reclaim Palestine and reunite Christendom, whichgpdit into Eastern and Western branches in
1054.

In addition, kings and the Church both saw the &des as an opportunity to get rid of

guarrelsome knights who fought each other. Thegghknthreatened the peace of the kingdoms,
as well as Church property. Others who participatethe Crusades were younger sons who,
unlike eldest sons, did not stand to inherit tfetiner's property. They were looking for land and

a position in society, or for adventure.
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In the later Crusades, merchants profited by ntakash loans to finance the journey. They also
leased their ships for a hefty fee to transporti@mver the Mediterranean Sea. In addition, the
merchants of Pisa, Genoa, and Venice hoped to wimra of key trade routes to India,

Southeast Asia, and China from Muslim traders.

8.3.2 First and Second Crusades

Pope Urban’s call brought a tremendous outpourihgelbigious feeling and support for the
Crusade. According to the pope, those who died ursdtle were assured of a place in heaven.
With red crosses sewn on tunics worn over theiroaramd the battle cry of “God wills it!” on
their lips, knights and commoners were fired bygieus zeal and became Crusaders.

By early 1097, three armies of knights and peopieald classes had gathered outside
Constantinople. Most of the Crusaders were Frebcih, Bohemians, Germans, Englishmen,
Scots, Italians, and Spaniards came as well. Theaders were ill-prepared for war in this First
Crusade. Many knew nothing of the geography, ckpnat culture of the Holy Land. They had
no grand strategy to capture Jerusalem.

The nobles argued among themselves and couldréeamr a leader. Finally an army of 12,000
(less than one-fourth of the original army) apphwat Jerusalem. The Crusaders besieged the
city for over a month. On July 15, 1099, they capdithe city. All in all, the Crusaders had won
a narrow strip of land. It stretched about 650 sflem Edessa in the north to Jerusalem in the
south.

Four feudal Crusader states were carved out ofténigory, each ruled by a European noble.
The Crusaders’ states were extremely vulnerabMuslim counterattack. In 1144, Edessa was
conquered by the Turks. The Second Crusade wasinegkto recapture the city. But its armies
straggled home in defeat. In 1187, Europeans weoeked to learn that Jerusalem itself had

fallen to a Kurdish warrior and Muslim leadealadin

8.3.3 The Third Crusade
The Third Crusade to recapture Jerusalem was lekdrbg of Europe’s most powerful monarchs.
They were Philip Il (Augustus) of France, Germanperor Frederick | (Barbarossa), and the

English king,Richard the Lion-Hearted. Philip argued with Richard and went home.
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Barbarossa drowned on the journey. So, Richardleiao lead the Crusaders in an attempt to
regain the Holy Land from Saladin. Both Richard émladin were brilliant warriors. After
many battles, the two agreed to a truce in 1192isdéem remained under Muslim control. In

return, Saladin promised that unarmed Christiagripiis could freely visit the city’s holy places.

8.4 The Decline of the Crusading Spirit

In 1204, the Fourth Crusade to capture Jerusaldedfarhe knights did not reach the Holy
Land. Instead, they ended up looting the city oin&antinople. In the 1200s, four more
Crusades to free the holy land were also unsuadedsfe religious spirit of the First Crusade
faded, and the search for personal gain grew. tnlater Crusades, armies marched not to the
Holy Land but to Egypt.

The Crusaders intended to weaken Muslim forcesthefore going to the Holy Land. But none

of these attempts conquered much land.

8.4.1 The Children’s Crusade

The Children’s Crusade took place in 1212. In twftetent movements, thousands of children
set out to conquer Jerusalem. One group in Framsded by 12-year-old Stephen of Cloyes. An
estimated 30,000 children under 18 joined him. Tieye armed only with the belief that God
would give them Jerusalem. On their march soutthéoMediterranean, many died from cold
and starvation.

The rest drowned at sea or were sold into slavaerysermany, Nicholas of Cologne gathered
about 20,000 children and young adults. They begarching toward Rome. Thousands died in
the cold and treacherous crossing of the Alps. &@helso survived the trip to Italy finally did
meet the pope. He told them to go home and waiit thiety were older. About 2,000 survived the

return trip to Germany. A few boarded a ship fa Holy Land and were never heard of again.

8.4.2 A Spanish Crusade

In Spain, Muslims (called Moors) controlled most thfe country until the 1100s. The
Reconquistawas a long effort by the Spanish to drive the Musliout of Spain. By the late

1400s, the Muslims held only the tiny kingdom ofa@ada. In 1492, Granada finally fell to the
Christian army of Ferdinand and Isabella, the Sgfamonarchs.
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To unify their country under Christianity and tcciease their power, Isabella and Ferdinand
made use of thinquisition. This was a court held by the Church to suppressdy. Heretics
were people whose religious beliefs differed frdrma teachings of the Church. Many Jews and
Muslims in Spain converted to Christianity duringetlate 1400s. Even so, the inquisitors
suspected these Jewish and Muslim converts of yheres

A person suspected of heresy might be questioned/deks and even tortured. Once suspects
confessed, they were often burned at the stakb492,the monarchs expelled all practicing Jews
and Muslims from Spain.

8.5 The Effects of the Crusades

The Crusades are a forceful example of the powdreoChurch during the medieval period. The
call to go to the Holy Land encouraged thousandiedve their homes and travel to faraway
lands. For those who stayed home, especially worhereant a chance to manage affairs on the
estates or to operate shops and inns.

European merchants who lived and traded in theddrrsstates expanded trade between Europe
and Southwest Asia. The goods imported from Southweia included spices, fruits, and cloth.
This trade with the West benefited both Christiang Muslims. However, the failure of later
Crusades also lessened the power of the pope. fusades weakened the feudal nobility and
increased the power of kings. Thousands of knight$ other participants lost their lives and
fortunes.

The fall of Constantinople weakened the Byzantimepie. For Muslims, the intolerance and
prejudice displayed by Christians in the Holy Ldefi behind a legacy of bitterness and hatred.
This legacy continues to the present. For Christiand Jews who remained in the Muslim
controlled region after the fall of the Crusadeatess, relations with the Muslim leadership
worsened.

For Jews in Europe, the Crusades were a time oéased persecution. The Crusades grew out
of religious fervor, feudalism, and chivalry, whicame together with explosive energy. This

same energy led to the growth of trade, towns,uaiersities in medieval Europe.
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Summary of Study Session 8
In this study session, you have learnt the follauin
1. A new age called The Age of Faith evolved inspiniregv religious orders in Europe
A New Style of Church Architecture called gothi¢headrals also developed.
The Age of Faith also inspired wars of conquededahe Crusades.

The Crusades had economic, social, and politicallsgas well as religious motives.

o~ WD

In 1204, the Fourth Crusade to capture Jerusaléedfand this marked the beginning of
the decline of the crusades.
6. The Crusades had both positive and negative effattthe church and the European

states and societies.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQSs) for Study Sessién
Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdule.

SAQ 8 For each term or name, write a sentence explgitsrsignificance.
* simony ¢ Gothic ¢ Urban Il « Crusade * Saladin ¢litird the Lion-Hearted «
Reconquista ¢ Inquisition
SAQ 8.1 (tests learning outcome 8.1)
What were three main causes of the need to refoenchurch?
SAQ 8.2 (tests learning outcome 8.2)
Which of the events of the Age of Faith do you khimas most important to the Church?

Explain.

SAQ 8.3 (tests learning outcome 8.3)

List the goals of the Crusades

SAQ 8.4 (tests learning outcome 8.4)

Which Crusade was the only successful one?

SAQ 8.5 (tests learning outcome 8.5)

What, if anything, had the Crusaders gained byetiteof the Second Crusade?
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Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQSs) fand/ Session 8

SAQ 8:

SAQ 8.1:

Simony: A practice in which Bishops sold positions in theu@h

Gothic: A new style of architecture that evolved throughogidieval Europe in
the early 1100s.

Urban II: A Pope that issued a call for the Crusade.

Crusade: A “holy war,” fought by Europeans to gain contréltbe Holy Land.
Saladin: Saladin was the most famous Muslim leader of th@0%1 His own
people considered him a most devout man. Even thest@ns regarded him as
honest and brave. He wished to chase the Crusdmbak into their own
territories.

He said:l think that when God grants me victory over the rest of Palestine, | shall
divide my territories, make a will stating my wishes, then set sail on this sea for
their far-off lands and pursue the Franks there, so as to free the earth from
anyone who does not believe in Allah, or die in the attempt.

Richard the Lion-Hearted:Richard was an English king noted for his good
looks, charm, courage, grace—and ruthlessness. Wadmeard that Jerusalem
had fallen to the Muslims, he was filled with rétigs zeal. He joined the Third
Crusade, leaving others to rule England in hisel&ichard mounted a siege on
the city of Acre. Saladin’s army was in the hiligedooking the city, but it was
not strong enough to defeat the Crusaders.

When finally the city fell, Richard had the Muslisarvivors—some 3,000 men,
women, and children—slaughtered. The Muslim armyched helplessly from
the hills.

ReconquistaA long effort by the Spanish to drive the Muslimg of Spain.
Inquisition: A court held by the Church to suppress heresypairSin the 1400s

. Many village priests married and had familiesclsmarriages were against Church

rulings.

. Bishops sold positions in the Church, a praat&éed simony.

. Using the practice of lay investiture, kings ajmped church bishops.
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SAQ 8.2:
The Crusades, because of its lasting legacy wlookiraes to thepresent.
SAQ 8.3:

To flush out Muslims from Palestine and reclaim it

To reunite Christendom, which had split into East&mnd Western branches in 1054

To get rid of quarrelsome knights who fought eatiien These knights threatened the
peace of the kingdoms, as well as Church property.

It was an opportunity for younger sons who, unkdtéest sons, did not stand to inherit
their father’s property to obtain land and a positin society, or for adventure.

In the later Crusades, merchants supported thadesso make profit through cash loans
to finance the journey. They also leased theirsfop a hefty fee to transport armies over
the Mediterranean Sea.

In addition, the merchants of Pisa, Genoa, and dé&hoped to win control of key trade

routes to India, Southeast Asia, and China fromliiusaders.

SAQ 8.4:

The Third Crusade to recapture Jerusalem led Betbf Europe’s most powerful monarchs:

Philip Il (Augustus) of France, German emperor Erazk | (Barbarossa), and the English king,
Richard the Lion-Hearted.
SAQ 8.5:

* For those who stayed home, especially women, itnineaachance to manage
affairs on the estates or to operateshops and inns.

» European merchants who lived and traded in the&dersstates expanded trade
between Europe and Southwest Asia. The goods ieghdrom Southwest Asia

included spices, fruits, and cloth.
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Study Session 9: Changes in Medieval Society

Changes in Medieval Society

* A Growing Food Supply

= Development of Guilds

= The Commercial Revolution

e Urban Life Flourishes (Growth of Towns
& Clties '

= Revival of Learning

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about the saonomic changes in medieval Europe, which
includes commercial revolution, guilds that evolwedEurope among others.

While Church reform, cathedral building, and thei€ades were taking place, other important
changes were occurring in medieval society. Betw&@®0 and 1300, agriculture, trade, and
finance made significant advances as towns anesaiiew. This was in part due to the growing

population and territorial expansion of Westerndpay.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 9

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

9.1 Describe the development new methods of grovaad crops

9.2 Describe the types of guilds the evolved inoper

9.3 Describe the new Commercial Revolution andctienges it brought about
9.4 Explain how Towns grew and flourished and tile played by merchants

9.5 Explain the factors that aided revival of leagn
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9.1 A Growing Food Supply

Europe’s great revival would have been impossihthaut better ways of farming. Expanding
civilization required an increased food supply. Armer climate, which lasted from about 800 to
1200, brought improved farm production. Farmersabe cultivate lands in regions once too

cold to grow crops. They also developed new methodske advantage of more available land.

Figure 9.1: Food supply in medieval time

For hundreds of years, peasants had depended artmpell their plows. Oxen lived on the
poorest straw and stubble, so they were easy fo. ké@ses needed better food, but a team of
horses could plow three times as much land in aadayteam of oxen. Before farmers could use
horses, however, a better harness was needed. iBanetfore 900, farmers in Europe began
using a harness that fitted across the horse’d,atreabling it to pull a plow.

As a result, horses gradually replaced oxen fowplg and for pulling wagons. All over Europe,

axes rang as the great forests were cleared foffinkls.

9.1.2 The Three-Field System

Around A.D. 800, some villages began to organizrttands into three fields instead of two.
Two of the fields were planted and the other Iajova (resting) for a year. Under this new
three-field system farmers could grow crops on two-thirds of theind each year, not just on

half of it. As a result, food production increased.
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Villagers had more to eat. Well-fed people, espcihildren, could better resist disease and

live longer, and as a result the European popularew dramatically.

Box 9.1:Growing Food Supply

. Prior to changing from oxen to horses a new forrarhess had to be invented
. Use of horses will replace the use of oxen
. Food production increased with the developmenhethree field system

. With more food the production grew stronger

9.2 The Guilds

A second change in the European economy was thelagewuent of the guild. Ayuild was an
organization of individuals in the same busineseamupation working to improve the economic
and social conditions of its members. The firstidgiwere merchant guilds. Merchants banded
together to control the number of goods being tlaaled to keep prices up. They also provided
security in trading and reduced losses.

About the same time, skilled artisans, such as imiggts, glassmakers, winemakers, tailors,
and druggists, began craft guilds. In most crditeh husband and wife worked at the family
trade. In a few crafts, especially for cloth makimgpmen formed the majority. The guilds set
standards for quality of work, wages, and workingditions.

For example, bakers were required to sell loavebreéd of a standard size and weight. The
guilds also created plans for supervised trainihgnew workers. By the 1000s, artisans and
craftspeople were manufacturing goods by handofalland long-distance trade.

More and better products were now available to iye small towns, in bigger cities, and at
trade fairs. Guilds became powerful forces in thedmval economy. The wealth they
accumulated helped them establish influence ovegtivernment and the economy of towns and
cities.

Craft guilds formed an important part of town lifeiring the medieval period. They trained
young people in a skilled job, regulated the gyatit goods sold, and were major forces in
community life. Parents paid for the training of apprentice; he lived with a master and his

family.
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He was required to obey the master and had todmeett between 2 and 7 years. He was not
allowed to marry during training. When done withiing he progressed to journeyman.

A Journeyman(Day Worker)worked for a master to easalary; he worked 6 days a week. He
needed to produce a masterpiece (his finest worketome a master. He had to be accepted by
the guild to become a master. A master owned his skop, worked with other masters to

protect their trade and sometimes served in cigiceghment.

In-text Question

A guild was an organization of individuals in the same ess$ or occupation working to
improve the economic and social conditions of iesmbers. True or False.

In-text Answer

True

9.3 Commercial Revolution
Just as agriculture was expanding and craftsmanshgmging, so were trade and finance.
Increased availability of trade goods and new wafydoing business changed life in Europe.

Taken together, this expansion of trade and busiisesalled th&€€ommercial Revolution.
BOE eregoi § : -

Figure 9.2: Commercial revolution during the medieval
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9.3.1 Fairs and Trade

Most trade took place in towns. Peasants from ryearanors traveled to town on fair days,
hauling items to trade. Great fairs were held sdvémes a year, usually during religious
festivals, when many people would be in town. Peedited the stalls set up by merchants from
all parts of Europe.

Cloth was the most common trade item. Other itemskided bacon, salt, honey, cheese, wine,
leather, dyes, knives, and ropes. Such local mankett all the needs of daily life for a small
community. No longer was everything produced orel&sufficient manor. More goods from
foreign lands became available.

Trade routes spread across Europe from Flandeltslyo Italian merchant ships traveled the
Mediterranean to ports in Byzantium such as Cotistaple.

They also traveled to Muslim ports along the Ndkfhican coast. Trade routes were opened to
Asia, in part by the Crusades. Increased busintesmikets and fairs made merchants willing to
take chances on buying merchandise that they cmllcht a profit. Merchants then reinvested

the profits in more goods.

9.3.2 Business and Banking

As traders moved from fair to fair, they neededydammounts of cash or credit and ways to
exchange many types of currencies. Enterprisinginaats found ways to solve these problems.
For example, bills of exchange established exchaatgs between different coinage systems.
Letters of credit between merchants eliminatedhéed to carry large amounts of cash and made
trading easier.

Trading firms and associations formed to offer ¢hssrvices to their groups. Merchants looked
for new markets and opportunities to make a prdferchants first had to purchase goods from
distant places. To do so they had to borrow mobey,the Church forbade Christians from
lending money at interest, a sin called usury.

So money lending and banking became the occupatiorany of Europe’s Jews. Over time, the
Church relaxed its rule on usury and Christianereut the banking business. Banking became

an important business, especially in Italy.
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Figure 9.4: Business and Banking

9.3.3 Changes in Society

The changes brought about by the Commercial Rewolutere slow, yet they had a major eff
on the lives of Europeans. As ycan see in the diagram, increased trade broughy sfaange:
to aspects of society. Two of the most importardanges involved what people did to ear
living and where they lived. As towns attracted kess, the towns grew into cities. Life in t

citieswas different from life in the sleepy villages ar manors

9.4 Flourishing of Urban Life

Scholars estimate that between 1000 and 1150, dpalgtion of Western Europe rose fre
around 30 million to about 42 million. Towns gremdaflourished. Compad to great cities like
Constantinople, European towns were unsophisticatet! tiny. Europe’s largest city, Pal
probably had no more than 60,000 people by the /200

A typical town in medieval Europe had only aboli(D to 2,500 people. Even soese small

communities became a powerful force for changeurope
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Figure 9.5:Tree boost in urban life

9.4.1 Trade and Towns

By the later middle Ages, trade was the very liéelal of the new towns, which sprung up at
ports and crossroads, on hilltops, and along rivesstrade grew, towns all over Europe swelled
with people.

The excitement and bustle of towns drew many pedhlethere were some drawbacks to living
in a medieval town. Streets were narrow, filledhwéinimals and their waste. With no sewers,
most people dumped household and human wastehmtstrteet in front of the house.

Most people never bathed, and their houses laclesh fair, light, and clean water. Because
houses were built of wood with thatched roofs, there a constant fire hazard. Nonetheless,
many people chose to move to towns to pursue tbeossic and social opportunities they
offered. People were no longer content with théd feudal existence on manors or in tiny
villages. Even though legally bound to their lordianor, many serfs ran away.

According to custom, a serf could now become fiegéving within a town for a year and a day.
A saying of the time went, “Town air makes you ffedany of these runaway serfs, now free

people, made better lives for themselves in towns.
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9.4.2 Merchant Class and the Shift in Social Order

The merchants and craftspeople of medieval towth$di fit into the traditional medieval social
order of noble, clergy, and peasant. At first, teweame under the authority of feudal lords, who
used their authority to levy fees, taxes, and rektdrade expanded, tiheirghers, or merchant-
class town dwellers, resented this interferendeeir trade and commerce.

They organized themselves and demanded privil@gese included freedom from certain kinds
of tolls and the right to govern the town. At timieey fought against their landlords and won
these rights by force.

9.5 The Revival of Learning

During the Crusades, European contact with Muskimd Byzantines greatly expanded. This
contact brought a new interest in learning, esfigdia the works of Greek philosophers. The
Muslim and Byzantine libraries housed copies ok¢heritings. Most had disappeared during

the centuries following the fall of Rome and theasions of Western Europe.

In-text Question

During the Crusades, European contact with Muséing Byzantines collapsed. True of False
In-text Answer

False

9.5.1 The Muslim Connection

In the 1100s, Christian scholars from Europe begaiting Muslim libraries in Spain. Few
Western scholars knew Greek but most did know L&®io Jewish scholars living in Spain
translated the Arabic versions of works by Arisgtotind other Greek writers into Latin. All at
once, Europeans acquired a huge new body of kngeled

This included science, philosophy, law, mathematosl other fields. In addition, the Crusaders

brought back to Europe superior Muslim technologghips, navigation, and weapons.
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9.5.2 Scholars and the University

At the center of the growth of learning stood a rfewopean institution—the university. The
word university originally referred to a group of scholars meetmigerever they could. People,
not buildings, made up the medieval university.uénsities arose at Paris and at Bologna, Italy,
by the end of the 1100s.

Others followed at the English town of Oxford andbalerno, Italy. Most students were the sons
of burghers or well-to-do artisans. For most stislethe goal was a job in government or the
Church. Earning a bachelor's degree in theologyhinigke five to seven years in school;
becoming a master of theology took at least 12 syedrstudy. New ideas and forms of
expression began to flow out of the universities.

At a time when serious scholars and writers werigngrin Latin, a few remarkable poets began
using a livelyvernacular, or the everyday language of their homeland. Sofrthese writers
wrote masterpieces that are still read today. Datighieri wrote The Divine ComedylB08-
1314 in Italian.

Geoffrey Chaucer wrote The Canterbury Tales (ai@86—-140Din English. Christine de Pisan
wrote The Book of The City of Ladies (1405) in Fekn Since most people couldn’t read or

understand Latin, these works written in the veutercbrought literature to many people.

Figure 9.6The first officially recognized university Bologima Italy
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9.5.3 Aquinas and Medieval Philosophy

Christian scholars were excited by the ideas okmhilosophers. They wondered if a Christian
scholar could use Aristotle’s logical approachrgh and still keep faith with the Bible. In the
mid-1200s, the scholafrhomas Aquinas argued that the most basic religious truths cdadd
proved by logical argument.

Between 1267 and 1273, Aquinas wrote themma Theologicae. Aquinas’s great work,
influenced by Aristotle, combined ancient Greekutjiat with the Christian thought of his time.
Aquinas and his fellow scholars who met at the tgueaersities were known as schoolmen, or
scholastics

The scholastics used their knowledge of Aristotledebate many issues of their time. Their
teachings on law and government influenced thekihgnof western Europeans, particularly the

English and French. Accordingly, they began to éigvdemocratic institutions and traditions.

Summary of Study Session 9
In this study session, you have learnt the follauin
1. The development new methods of farming led to gngviood supply
2. Different types of guilds the evolved in Europe
3. A Commercial Revolution led to expansion of tradd ausiness
4. Towns grew and flourished As trade grew and ittéed shift in social order

5. There was revival of learning due to contact withdWms and Byzantines
Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sess#bn

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdule.
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SAQ 9.1 (tests learning outcome 9.1)

List the new methods of farming that led to thevgtoof food supply

SAQ 9.2 (tests learning outcome 9.2)

Identify and explain the types of guilds the evolwe medieval Europe

SAQ 9.3 (tests learning outcome 9.3)

What are the major characteristics of the CommeR=aolution?

SAQ 9.4 (tests learning outcome 9.4)

What impact did trade have on the growth of towns?

SAQ 9.5 (tests learning outcome 9.5)

What major factors were responsible for the revofdearning?

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Session 9

SAQ9:

* Three-field system:This was a system in which farmers could grow craps$wo-thirds of
their land each year, not just on half of it.

» Commercial Revolution: This is the title given to expansion of trade andibess in

medieval Europe.

* Guild: This was an organization of individuals in the sdmsiness or occupation working to
improve the economic and social conditions of iesmhers.

* Burgher: This is the name given to the merchant-class toweelldrs.

* Vernacular: This was the everyday language of various homelasdd instead of Latin.

100



» Thomas Agquinas:He was acholar who argued that the most basic religiauth$rcould be

proved by logical argument. Between 1267 and 1B&3yrote theSumma Theol ogicae. His

great work, influenced by Aristotle, combined anti&reek thought with the Christian

thought of his time.

* Scholastics:They were scholars or schoolmen who met at the gregersities and used their

knowledge of Aristotle to debate many issues of tire.

SAQ 9.1:

1.

Shift to Horsepower: Sometime before 900, farmergurope began using a harness that
fitted across the horse’s chest, enabling it td pyblow. A team of horses could plow
three times as much land in a day as a team of. oxen

Three-field system: Around A.D. 800, some villagesgan to organize their lands into
three fields instead of two. Two of the fields wegskanted and the other lay fallow
(resting) for a year. Under this new system, fasmeould grow crops on two-thirds of
their land each year, not just on half of it.

SAQ 9.2:

Merchant guilds: Merchants banded together to obtitle number of goods being traded
and to keep prices up. They also provided secimritsading and reduced losses.

Craft guilds: These were skilled artisans, suctviaselwrights, glassmakers, winemakers,
tailors, and druggists. In a few crafts, especiédly cloth making, women formed the
majority. In most crafts, both husband and wifeked at the family trade.

SAQ 9.3:

The rise of Fairs and Trade: Most trade took pladewns. Peasants from nearby manors
traveled to town on fair days, hauling items ta&a

Beginning of Business and Banking: As traders rddvem fair to fair, they needed large
amounts of cash or credit and ways to exchange rhg®s of currencies. Enterprising
merchants found ways to solve these problems.

SAQ 9.4

1. As trade grew, towns all over Europe swelled witogle.

The excitement and bustle of towns drew many people
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3. People were no longer content with their old feudaistence on manors or in tiny
villages.
4. Even though legally bound to their lord’s manornyaerfs ran away.

5. Many of these runaway serfs, now free people, nbatter lives for themselves in towns.

SAQ 9.5:

1. The Muslim Connection: In the 1100s, Christian ¢atso from Europe began visiting
Muslim libraries in Spain. Jewish scholars livimgSpain translated the Arabic versions of
works by Aristotle and other Greek writers into ibatAll at once, Europeans acquired a
huge new body of knowledge. This included sciepté&psophy, law, mathematics, and
other fields.

2. The evolution of Universities: At the center of tigeowth of learning stood a new
European institution—the university. The wandversity originally referred to a group of

scholars meeting wherever they could.
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Study Session 10: The Age of Chivalry

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about the a§ehivalry. During the middle Ages, nobles
constantly fought one another. Their feuding keptope in a fragmented state for centuries.
Through warfare, feudal lords defended their esteteized new territories, and increased their
wealth.

Lords and their armies lived in a violent sociétgttprized combatskills. By the 1100s, though, a
code of behavior began to arise. High ideals guwadtiors’ actions and glorified their roles.

With this in mind you will learn about the developmt of knighthood code and literature of

chivalry among others.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 10

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
10.1 Describe the historyknighthood in Europe

10.2 Describe the development of knighthood codghofalry
10.3 Describe the literature of chivalry

10.4 Explain women'’s role in feudal society
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10.1 Knights Warriors on Horseback

Soldiers mounted on horseback became valuablembabduring the reign of Charlemagne’s

grandfather, Charles Martel, in the 700s. Charlest® had observed that the Muslim cavalry
often turned the tide of battles. As a result, lganized Frankish troops of armored horsemen,

or knights.

Figure 10.1: Warrior on horseback

10.1.1 Changes in the Technology of Warfare

Leather saddles and stirrups changed the way veanfas conducted in Europe during the 700s.
Both had been developed in Asia around 200 B.C.sHudelle kept a warrior firmly seated on a
moving horse. Stirrups enabled him to ride and leheavier weapons. Without stirrups to
brace him, a charging warrior was likely to toppfEhis own horse.

Frankish knights, galloping full tilt, could knoc&ver enemy foot soldiers and riders on
horseback. Gradually, mounted knights became thst nmportant part of an army. Their

warhorses played a key military role.

10.1.2 The Warrior's Role in Feudal Society

By the 11th century, Western Europe was a battlegiwf warring nobles vying for power. To
defend their territories, feudal lords raised pevarmies of knights. In exchange for military
service, feudal lords used their most abundant ame-l They rewarded knights, their most

skilled warriors, with fiefs from their sprawlingtes.
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Wealth from these fiefs allowed knights to devdteit lives to war. Knights could afford to pay
for costly weapons, armor, and warhorses.

As the lord’s vassal, a knight's main obligationsata serve in battle. From his knights, a lord
typically demanded about 40 days of combat a ykKarghts' pastimes also often revolved
around training for war. Wrestling and hunting leglghem gain strength and practice the skills

they would need on the battlefield.

10.2 Knighthood and the Code of Chivalry

Knights were expected to display courage in battld loyalty to their lord. By the 1100s, the
code ofchivalry, a complex set of ideals, demanded that a knigit bravely in defense of
three masters. He devoted himself to his earthigdélord, his heavenly Lord, and his chosen
lady.

The chivalrous knight also protected the weak dr&dpoor. The ideal knight was loyal, brave,
and courteous. Most knights, though, failed to nadebf these high standards. For example,

they treated the lower classes brutally.

Knighthood and the Code of Chivalry

e Chivalry-A complex set of ideals, in which a
knight would fight bravely for three masters
— Earthly feudal lord
— Heavenly Lord
— His chosen lady

e Qualities of an Ideal Knight-

— Loyal

— Brave
— Courteous

Figure 10.2: Knighthood and the code of chivalry

10.2.1 A Knight's Training
Sons of nobles began training for knighthood atay age and learned the code of chivalry. At

age 7, a boy would be sent off to the castle ofterdord. As a page, he waited on his hosts and
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began to practice fighting skills. At around age thé page reached the rank of squire. A squire

acted as a servant to a knight. At around age &quame became a full-fledged knight.

10.2.2 Siege Warfare and Tournaments

Attacking armies carefully planned how to captureasatle. Engineers would inspect the castle
walls for weak points in the stone. Then, enemylised would try to ram the walls, causing
them to collapse. At the battle site, attackersroftonstructed the heavy and clumsy weapons.
After being dubbed a knight, most young men trayée a year or two.

The young knights gained experience fighting inalowars. Some took part in mock battles
called tournaments. Tournaments combined recreation with combat itnginTwo armies of
knights charged each other. Trumpets blared, ards land ladies cheered. Like real battles,
tournaments were fierce and bloody competitiongi#s could usually demand large ransoms

from defeated knights.

10.2.3 Brutal Reality of Warfare

The small-scale violence of tournaments did notcimnétte bloodshed of actual battles, especially
those fought at castles. By the 1100s, massivesvealtl guard towers encircled stone castles.
These castles dominated much of the countrysidgvastern Europe. Lord and lady, their
family, knights and other men-at-arms, and servamge their home in the castle. The castle
also was a fortress, designed for defense.

A castle under siege was a gory sight. Attackingie@s used a wide range of strategies and
weapons to force castle residents to surrendereridefs of a castle poured boiling water, hot
oil, or molten lead on enemy soldiers. Expert arshveere stationed on the roof of the castle.

Armed with crossbows, they fired deadly bolts #@ild pierce full armor.

In-text Question

The following are qualities of an ideal knight egt2
a. Brave
b. Loyal
c. Courteous
d. All the above

In-text Answer
d
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10.3 The Literature of Chivalry
In the 1100s, the themes of medieval literature mjmayed the brutality of knighthood and
feudal warfare. Many stories idealized castle lifdey glorified knighthood and chivalry,
tournaments and real battles. Songs and poems abknight's undying love for a lady were
also very popularEpic Poetry Feudal lords and their ladies enjoyed listeningepec poems.
These poems recounted a hero’s deeds and adventures
Many epics retold stories about legendary heroels as King Arthur and Charlemagne.
The Song of Roland is one of the earliest and most famous medieval ppems. It praises a
band of French soldiers who perished in battle durCharlemagne’s reign. The poem
transforms the event into a struggle.
A few brave French knights led by Roland battleoaarwhelming army of Muslims from Spain.
Roland’s friend, Turpin the Archbishop, stands ahiaming example of medieval ideals. Turpin
represents courage, faith, and chivalry:

And now there comes the Archbishop.

He spurs his horse, goes up into a mountain,

Summons the French; and he preached them a sermon:

“Barons, my lords, [Charlemagne] left us in thiagd.

We know our duty: to die like good men for our King

Fight to defend the holy Christian faith.”

From The Song of Roland

10.3.1 Love Poems and Songs

Under the code of chivalry, a knight's duty to kasly became as important as his duty to his
lord. In many medieval poems, the hero’s difficatiresulted from a conflict between those two
obligations. Troubadours were traveling poet-musicians at the castles andts€mf Europe.
They composed short verses and songs about thapalysorrows of romantic love. Sometimes
troubadours sang their own verses in the castléseaflady.

They also sent roving minstrels to carry their sotm courts. A troubadour might sing about
love’s disappointments: “My loving heart, my fauttriess, myself, my world she deigns to take.

Then leave me bare and comfortless to longing thisuidpat ever wake.”
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Other songs told of lovesick knights who adoreddadhey would probably never win: “Love of
a far-off land/For you my heart is aching/And | cand no relief.” The code of chivalry
promoted a false image of knights, making them semme romantic than brutal.

In turn, these love songs created an artificial gemaf women. In the troubadour's eyes,
noblewomen were always beautiful and pure. The ncettbrated woman of the age was
Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122-1204). Troubadours femtko her court in the French duchy of
Aquitaine. Later, as queen of England, Eleanor thasmother of two kings, Richard the Lion-
Hearted and John. Richard himself composed romaatigs and poems.

10.4 Women’s Roldn Feudal Society

Most women in feudal society were powerless, jgssnast men were. But women had the added
burden of being thought inferior to men. This whe view of the Church and was generally

accepted in feudal society. Nonetheless, womeredlapportant roles in the lives of both noble

and peasant families.

Women’s Role in Feudal Society

e Peasant Women-

— Poor and powerless

— Performed endless labor
e In the home and fields
* Raised children

* Took care of families

— Poor girls learned house hold
skills

— Rich girls were educated

Figure 10.3 Women'’s role in feudal society

10.4.1 Noblewomen
Under the feudal system, a noblewoman could infseritestate from her husband. Upon her

lord’s request, she could also send his knightwan When her husband was off fighting, the
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lady of a medieval castle might act as military caamder and a warrior. At times, noblewomen
played a key role in defending castles. They hurbetts and fired arrows at attackers. In reality,
however, the lives of most noblewomen were limited.

Whether young or old, females in noble families egaily were confined to activities in the
home or the convent. Also, noblewomen held litteperty because lords passed down their
fiefs to sons and not to daughters. The daily bifa Noblewoman can be clearly understood in
this quotation:*

She gets up at 7a.m., and her chaplain is waitrgay morning prayers . . . and when she has
washed and dressed . . . she has breakfast, tkegosis to the chapel, for another service, and
then has lunch. . . . After lunch, she discussailess . . . then has a short sleep, then drieks al
or wine.

Then . . . she goes to the chapel for evening a®rand has supper. After supper, she relaxes
with her women attendants. . . . After that, shesgto her private room, and says nighttime

prayers. By 8 p.m. she is in bed.”

In-text Question

Under the feudal system, a noblewoman could inbaergstate from her husband. True or False
In-text Answer

True

10.4.2 Peasant Women

For the vast majority of women of the lower class$iés had remained unchanged for centuries.
Peasant women performed endless labor around the had often in the fields, bore children,
and took care of their families. Young peasansdehrned practical household skills from their
mother at an early age, unlike daughters in richskbolds who were educated by tutors.
Females in peasant families were poor and powerless

Yet, the economic contribution they made was esadotthe survival of the peasant household.
As you have read in this section, the Church digguittly influenced the status of medieval
women. The daily Life of a Peasant Woman is degibtgthis quotatiorfl get up early . . . milk

our cows and turn them into the field. . . . Thandke butter. . . . Afterward | make cheese.
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Then the children need looking after. I give the chickens food . . . and look after the
young geese. . . . | bake, | brew. . . . | twigigo. . . | tease out wool, and card it, and spomia

wheel. . . . | organize food for the cattle, anddarselves. . . . | look after all the household.”

Summary of Study Session 10
In this study session, you have learnt the follauin
1. Knighthood was introduced into Europe by CharlestMan the 700s
2. Knighthood could be attained through training, tmment and warfare
3. The literature of chivalry glorified knighthood arahivalry, tournaments and real
battles.
4. Women played important roles in the lives of bobible and peasant families in feudal

society

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for study session 10

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdule.

SAQ 10.1 (tests learning outcome 10.1)
What important a role did knights play in the felsistem?

SAQ 10.2 (tests learning outcome 10.2)

What is the code of chivalry?

SAQ 10.3 (tests learning outcome 10.3)
What were some of the themes of medieval liter&ure

SAQ 10.4 (tests learning outcome 10.4)

In what ways were the lives of a noblewoman andasant woman the same?

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for study session 10
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SAQ 10:

» Chivalry: virtue of devotion and bravery that a knight vgapposed to display towards to
his earthly feudal lord, his heavenly Lord, and¢hiesen lady. The chivalrous knight also
protected the weak and the poor. The ideal knigi# leyal, brave, and courteous.

* Tournament: These were fierce and bloody competitions alsowknas mock battles.
Winners could usually demand large ransoms froraatetl knights.

» Epic Poetry These were poems that recounted a hero’s deedd\sdares. Many epics
retold stories about legendary heroes such as Kitigir and Charlemagne

» Troubadour: These were traveling poet-musicians at the casttel courts of Europe.

They composed short verses and songs about thafolysorrows of romantic love.

SAQ 10.1: Knight's main obligation was to serve in battle. frbis knights, a lord typically
demanded about 40 days of combat a year. Knigh&impes also often revolved around training
for war.

SAQ 10.2Code of chivalry was a complex set of ideals thamadnded that a knight fight
bravely in defense of three masters. He devoteddiino his earthly feudal lord, his heavenly
Lord, and his chosen lady.

SAQ 10.3Epic Poetry which recounted stories about legentarges such as King Arthur and
Charlemagne; Love Poems and Songs which promofatsa& image of knights, making them
seem more romantic than brutal and in turn, createdlrtificial image of women.

SAQ 10.4:Both women in feudal society were powerless ancewlsought to be inferior to men.
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Study Session 11: The Black Death and its Impact300-1450

The Black Death
Life, Daath and Changes in the Middls Ages
1300 - 1450 , -4

Introduction

In this study session you will learn the Black Deatherwise called the Bubonic Plague which
ravaged the whole of Europe from the 1340s. In1tB@0s, Europe entered a period of turmoil
that shook of medieval civilization to its foundats and paved the way for such aspects of the
modern world as nation states, capitalism, andPtiogestant Reformation.

Such periods of transition are rarely easy to emdaind this was no exception. It was a period
which saw recurring famines, outbreaks of plagusaspnt and worker revolts, the rise of
religious heresies, challenges to the Church'soaityh and long drawn out wars, in particular
the Hundred Years War between France and Englamaically, the problems were largely the

result of better farming methods.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 11

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

11.1 Describe the signs of growing stress in rigiagulation and change in climate
11.2 Describe the coming of the plague and itsagpeeross Europe

11.3 Describe the result of the plague and its chpa Europe

112



11.1 Signs of Growing Stress

The High Middle Ages had been a time of growth anosperity. New agricultural techniques
had caused a dramatic rise in population, whictuin led to rising demands for food and fuel.
This generated inflation and a strain on the emwitent, which led people to clear more new
lands for cultivation. That, in turn, triggered raqgropulation growth, and so on

Aggravating these problems was a change of clidgiparently, the climate in the High Middle
Ages was good, thus making possible that periad'sperity. However, in the 1300's the climate
turned colder and wetter than usual, resultinddods and early frosts. s spoke of great famines
in 1316 and 1317 and of reports that the Balticf8&ze over in 1303 and 1316.

The resulting malnutrition of the early 1300s mammple born during that time especially
susceptible to disease, since our immunologicaksys develop during childhood. This in turn
set up the worst of the middle Ages: the Black Beat

11.2 The Comingof the Plague

The Black Death, also known as Bubonic plague, aygo® have arisen in Central Asia in the
early 1300's. The most likely scenario for its sgrgoints to Mongol rulers in Asia who had
settled down from their rampages to establish staatavan routes from China to the Black Sea
where Italian merchants would trade for the silksl apices so highly valued in Europe.
Ironically, these trade routes were also the irrasoutes of a very different sort.

Apparently, the Asian black rats, which carry thea$ that carry the plague, burrowed into the
caravan's grain sacks and hitched a free ride aa&sm. Rumors had already filtered westward
of a terrible plague that depopulated whole regminShina and India. Rumor became reality for
Europe in 1347 when a Genoese ship pulled intdstb#an port of Messina with half its crew
dead or dying from plague. The Black Death had/edi

The Plague quickly spread death and terror acrasspg, sweeping through ltaly in 1347,
France in 1348, and the Low Countries, England, &cahdinavia in 1349. Its pattern was to
flare up in the summer and taper off in the wintany to flare up again and sweep onwards the
next summer. By 1350, it had pretty well passedl@ving in its wake a population decimated
by its effects.
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Cities, with their crowded unsanitary conditionengrally suffered worse than the countryside.
Although contemporary accounts generally exaggertite toll, it was certainly was staggering.
Supposedly 800 people died in Paris each day, "¥yan Pisa, and up to 600 a day in Vienna.
Some cities lost anywhere from 50-70% of their papons. Monasteries, also being crowded,
suffered similar death rates. In the countrysidenmshpeople were more spread out, maybe 20-
30% of the population perished.

All across Europe black flags flew over towns tormvaravelers that the plague was there.
Church bells rang constantly to announce the deathstizens until town councils voted to
silence their demoralizing clangor. The Hundred rge&/ar was interrupted by the plague, and
construction on the cathedral in Siena, Italy seappnd never resumed, a grim memorial to the
plague's power.

People, having no idea then of the existence ofrahis, were completely ignorant of the
plague's cause. Some, seeing a correlation betflegshand plague, killed dogs and cats, just
giving the black rats more freedom to spread tlseatie. Most explanations of the Black Death
concerned divine retribution. This gave rise to tlagellants, people who would march from
town to town whipping themselves to atone for siytsesins.

However, as they spread penitence, they also spiteadlague. Therefore, the authorities
outlawed them, as much for the social unrest tleeyned to stir up as for the disease they were
spreading.

The most effective way of avoiding the plague wasoid people who might carry it, causing
those rich enough to flee the towns during the yégyheight in the summer months. In fact, a
virtual panic seized people as husbands abandonves warents abandoned their children, and
even priests and doctors refused to see theirnistit seemed as if the whole fabric of society
was coming unraveled.

In the absence of any effective remedies, peoplkeld for scapegoats. Many blamed the Jews
whose religion dictated a bit cleaner lifestyle,iethin turn meant less incidence of rats, fleas,
and plague. In some peoples' minds, however, tws Bad poisoned the wells or made a pact
with the devil to cause the Black Death.
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The resulting disturbances resembled those accoymgathe First Crusade, with Jews being
massacred or burned in their synagogues. Germashyh@nLow Countries saw especially bad
outbreaks of such violence, and, by 1350, few Jewsined in those areas.

The plague hit Europe six more times by 1450, d¢ank with less severity than before, since
more survivors were immune to it. And those withoegistance were weeded out by natural
selection. Still, some 30-40% of Europe's popuraticas lost. Census figures in England fell
from 3.7 million in 1348 to 2.1 million by 1430. En then, Europe was not free from the Black
Death's ravages, suffering recurrent outbreaks tinatiearly 1700's.

Why it receded is also a matter of controversyhveitich theories as the European brown rat
driving out the Asian black rat, tile roofs replagithatched ones where rats often lived, and the
more deadly plague microbe, which more readilyeHilbff its host and left itself no place to go,
being replaced by a less deadly version.

In-text Question
The Black Death, also known as

a. Bubonic plague

b. Medieval Plague

c. Culture plague

d. Economic plague
In-text Answer

a

11.3 The results of the Black Death

Along with an obsession with death that workednigs into European culture for generations to
come, one can see the long term effects of thekBlaath following three lines of development:
a higher standard of living for those who surviyedblems for nobles and clergy who were land
owners, and revolts by peasants and urban workers.

First of all, the Black Death had raised the stashad living of many survivors who inherited
estates from the plague's victims. One sign of Was that peasant families, who, before the

plague, were so poor that they sat at the dintide tan a common bench and ate from a common
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plate, now, had individual stools and plates. Thgher standard of living would lead to a more
even wealth distribution and the recovery of thenexny after 1450.

11.3.1 Popular Uprisings

Peasant and urban worker revolts were a sign diitiess in the 1300's and 1400's for two main
reasons. First of all the plague created a labortabe, especially in the cities where up to 70%
of the inhabitants had died. As a result, workerd peasants demanded higher wages for their
labor, something nobles and guild masters strooglyosed. A second problem was that the
Black Death had severely depleted the tax badeeainedieval state.

This caused kings to raise taxes drastically totraepenses coming from the chronic warfare of
the age, in particular the Hundred Years War radpatyveen France and England. Frustration
from these thwarted demands and the heavier tadehuriggered a series of urban and peasant
revolts across Europe.

Typically, war, plague, high taxes, or a combinatad these would spark a sudden uprising. At
first it would take the authorities by surpriseddhey would either be killed or flee to the safety
of the local towns or castles. In the case of pgasolts, the unexpected success of an uprising
would encourage other peasants to join and vent thestrations on their own lords with
incredible ferocity and cruelty.

The rebellion would sweep through the countrysikie Wildfire, destroying any opposition in its
path. However, the sudden nature of such outbaists carried the seeds of their destruction,
because they had very little, if any, organizatorplanning. Eventually, the authorities would
gather their forces and crush the rebellion, sitiee rebels were poorly armed and trained
compared to the professional warriors facing them.

The aftermath would often see massacres and egasus retribution against the rebels and to
discourage any further uprisings. In the cities,rkeos tried to form their own protective
organizations to win higher wages and better waykionditions. This alarmed the guilds, which
outlawed such organizations. That in turn enragedatorkers who resorted to violence.

The first such revolts occurred even before theclBIReath hit Europe. The plague and its

results merely intensified an already existingisris
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The most serious of these, that of poor laboremnvknas the Ciompi, took place in Florence
(1378) and followed a course similar to other papuévolts of the time: initial success (which
in this case lasted four years), eventual victawythe authorities, and severe reprisals which
only added to existing bitterness.

The savagery of such revolts and the atmosphefeaofand hatred they created led the ruling
classes in the cities to support princes and tgratio could establish law and order.

In Flanders, the dukes of Burgundy also establishedand order under their strong autocratic
rule. The greater security plus the collection ofvpr and wealth in the hands of these rulers
would be important factors supporting the cultdil@vering of the Renaissance

Two revolts typified peasant uprisings, one in [Esgand one in England. The Jacqueline, named
after the popular name for French peasants, brakénal358, ten years after the Black and in
the midst of the Hundred Years War with its destan high taxes, and forced labor to repair
fortifications.

On May 28, about 100 peasants in the village oL&u assaulted the nearest manor house and
massacred the lord and his family. From there révelt spread quickly across the countryside
with the usual atrocities and a reported 160 caftlened. Many towns, either out of sympathy
or fear of the peasants, opened their gates to.them

The turning point came when some nobles returmoig fcrusade in Eastern Europe came across
and defeated some peasants at the town of Meaixefbouraged them to organize and gather
their forces against the main peasant force. Thdesahen lured the peasant leader, Guillaume
Cale, into a parley and murdered him. Deprivedheirtleader, the peasants were easy prey in
the battle that followed.

Hundreds were burned in a local monastery, andstnmils more were hanged in their doorways
as a warning against future revolts. Less than atimafter the start of the revolt, it was over,
although the fear and bitterness it bred livedTdre Wat Tyler rebellion broke out in England in
1381.

The immediate causes were much the same as thdbe dacquerie: high war taxes, a recent
outbreak of plague, and a resulting agriculturedisr

The course of events was also similar. The rebdaraced all the way to London, looting and

pillaging as they came. They even managed to seidemurder several of the king's officials.
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However, a daring ride in front of the rebels by thoy king, Richard IlI, who offered them
concessions and supposedly his leadership in tudtreettled them down.

A parley was then arranged with the peasants' teMiat Tyler, which ended in his murder.
This demoralized the peasants and allowed the sdidedefeat them and restore order in
England much as the French nobles had in France.

However, despite their ultimate defeats, the pap@aolts of the day had two important results.
First, they damaged the nobles' military reputai@md power and paved the way for the
emergence of kings and the modern nation stat@n8c workers' and peasants' wages did rise,

also leading to a more even distribution of wealth.

11.3.2 Decline of the Church and nobles

The Black Death also created problems for the rsobhe clergy in two main ways. First, the
huge population loss in the cities' caused a Mirtodapse of the urban grain markets, a major
of income for noble and church landlords with suspgrain to sell.

This especially hurt the nobles and clergy, whosmmes were still based on land and who
relied on selling surplus grain in the towns fordlyaneeded cash. There were two main
strategies for making up for this lost income.

Both nobles and clergy resorted to selling freedortheir serfs. This raised some quick cash,
but it also deprived them of future revenues, whadntributed to their decline and the
corresponding rise of kings and nation stateshAtdame time, the serfs were now transformed
into a free peasantry with more incentive to woegtder since they were working more for
themselves.

This also helped lead to a more even distributibmvealth which contributed to a revival of
agriculture, towns, and trade, especially afterGldfen the climate seems to have improved.
But with the guilds and nobles weakened by the tilrof the last 150 years, a new broader
consumer market evolved, but one where the avggag®n had less money to spend than the
average noble beforehand would have had.

Since these people could not afford the guildstasjve goods and the guilds refused to adapt to
this market, rich merchants established cottagesinegs and sold their goods outside of the

guilds' jurisdiction. The profits they made and Hiesence of the guilds' restrictive regulations
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helped these merchants establish a new econontensysapitalism, which would replace the

guild system and lead the way into the modern world

The Church had several other fund raising optionsddition to selling serfs their freedom:

selling church offices (simony), letting one marylmeveral offices at the same time, charging
fees for all sorts of church services, and sellmdplgences to buy time out of Purgatory after
one died.

These practices plus the Church's inability to cojit the crisis of the Black Death led to

growing public discontent. As a result, the Chuvabuld experience serious challenges to its

authority in the Later Middle Ages.

11.3.3 Effectof the Plague
The economic and social effects of the plague wamemous. The old manorial system began to
crumble. Some of the changes that occurred incltiuesk:

= Town populations fell.
» Trade declined and prices rose.
» The serfs left the manor in search of better wages.

* Nobles fiercely resisted peasant demands for higlages, causing peasant revolts in

England, France, Italy, and Belgium.

= Jews were blamed for bringing the plague. All okzerope, Jews were driven from

their homes or, worse, massacred.

Bye and large, the Church suffered a loss of grestihen its prayers failed to stop the onslaught
of the bubonic plague and priests abandoned theiesd The bubonic plague and its aftermath
disrupted medieval society, hastening changeswkeat already in the making. The society of
the middle Ages was collapsing. The century of watween England and France was that

society’s final death struggle.
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Summary of Study Session 11

In this study session, you have learnt the follauin

The signs of growing stress showed in the risingutetion and change in climate
The origin of the plague and its spread acrossustarted in Italy in 1347

The result of the plague and its impact on Eurogieemely disastrous

Self-Assessment Questiorn(SAQs) for Study Session 11
Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdule.

SAQ 11.1 (tests learning outcome 11.1)

What are the two major sign of growing stress #ided the spread of the plague?
SAQ 11.2 (tests learning outcome 11.2)

When and how did the bubonic plague start?

SAQ 11.2 (tests learning outcome 11.3)

What were three effects of the bubonic plague?

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) fau®/ Session 11

SAQ 11.1;

a. There was a dramatic rise in population, whichuimtled to rising demands for food
and fuel. This generated inflation and a straith@nenvironment.

b. There was also a change of climate resulting inddoand early frosts which caused
great famines in 1316 and 1317 thus resulting tatation of the early 1300s made
people born during that time especially susceptibldisease.

SAQ 11.2:

The Bubonic Plague started in 1347 when a fleeB@hoese merchant ships arrived in Sicily
carrying the plague, also known as the Black D&aih disease swept through Italy. From there
it followed trade routes to Spain, France, Germdfiygland, and other parts of Europe and
North Africa.
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SAQ 11.3
a. Town populations fell.

b. Trade declined and prices rose

c. The serfs left the manor in search of better wages.

d. Nobles fiercely resisted peasant demands for higlagies, causing peasant revolts in
England, France, Italy, and Belgium.

e. Jews were blamed for bringing the plague. All okerope, Jews were driven from

their homes or, worse, massacred.
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Study Session 12: The Hundred Years War, 1337-1453

THE HUNDRED YEARS WAR

The End of Chivalry

1337-1453

e ol S S R o

VS

Introduction

Nothing better epitomizes the turmoil of the Laddle Ages than the prolonged and desperate
struggle between France and England known as tineddd Years War. Technically, this was a

series of wars intermittently separated by perigidgneasy peace, but the fact that it took over a
century to resolve this struggle justifies treatings one war.

Although, on the surface, the issues involved gastcerned who held certain territories and the
French throne, there were deeper processes goirigabrgave this struggle an importance far
beyond its battles. The main process taking pea® the painful separation of the two nations
from a feudal and dynastic concept of the state If@al kept French and English histories

intertwined with one another since the Norman cestjof England in 1066.

The growing use of the English language throughioeitwar especially illustrated this process.
Whereas French was the primary language of theigbngburt at the start of the war, by the end
it was English. Also, Geoffrey Chaucer had writ@anterbury Tales, one of the first great
works of English literature, and John Wycliffe hadnslated the Bible into English, all this

showing a growing sense of an English nation aridieu
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Learning Outcomes for Study Session 12

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

12.1 Describe the causes of the hundred yearsbetsreen France and England
12.2 Describe the changing nature of warfare intced during the war

12.3 Describe the course of the war in four phases

12.4 Explain the impact of the war on the whol&uafope.

12.1 Causes of the war between France and England

Three main factors set France and England on sicollcourse in the 1300's. Over the last two
centuries, the French monarchy had gradually brooghrly all of France under its effective
rule. In the early 1200's, John | had lost mosEfland's lands in France. However, two rich
wine producing areas in the southwest of Francesc@s and Guienne, remained in English
hands, a fact which greatly irked the French kings.

Another of concern to the French kings was Engdtafidurishing wool trade in the north with
Flanders, which was part of France. When the FHemiorkers revolted in 1302, they looked to
England for support. Although the French put dawe revolt, they were still suspicious of
English intentions in Flanders.

But the issue taking center stage was Edward |IEmgland's claim to the French throne when
the childless Charles IV died. Edward was Chanegphew, while the next closest male
claimant to the throne was a cousin, named Philgiowever, the French did not want an
Englishman on the French throne, and thereby cRbg VI as their king.

Edward, feeling slighted by this decision and bemogcerned about his hold on Gascony and
Guienne, decided to fight for the throne. The Heddyears War was on.
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The Hundred Years’ War: Causes

® The Hundred Years’
War: 1337-1453

m Struggles between
French and English royal
families over who would
rule either country
Conflicts over territory,
trade

English ruler Edward III

Figure 12.1

12.2 The New Face of War

One of the most dramatic signs of the transitimmfrthe medieval to modern world was the
changing nature of warfare. The English were aafigdnnovative in this regard, probably
because they faced a much larger and more powenkiny and thus felt more of a need to
experiment with new ways of fighting.

The armies of the Hundred Years War would diffenfrthe armies of the Dark Ages in three
major ways. One change was that, for the most pgagse were not feudal armies of noble
vassals fighting to fulfill their personal obligatis to their lords. Rather, they were largely
collections of mercenary companies containing mam@mbers of the lower classes and even
criminal element.

Their captains would contract their services tdrg kn return for the promise of pay, plunder,
and ransoms for any captured enemies. Such ammgshave been more stable and reliable
than the old feudal armies, but they also createidss problems.

Since they were rarely paid in full or on time aheir ranks were often filled with the more
disreputable types in society, they were proneegedion, plundering, and violence against the

civilian populace.
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Two other big changes had to do with weaponry. ®ag the longbow, adopted from the Welsh
by Edward | in the late 1200's. This was a speadlweapon that took a full year to make and
years to master. As a result, only richer freespats (yeomen) and professional mercenaries
had the leisure time for practice.

The longbow was both powerful and had a rapid cdtéire. Formations of English long-
bowmen, protected by rows of sharpened stakesrdaad/eéning formations of English knights,
could unleash ten to twelve volleys of arrows pétute, a devastating rate of fire as the French
would find out.

Another weapon that would assume greater importascthe war continued was gunpowder.

Both the English and, later on, the French woule aennons effectively to demolish castle walls

and the medieval order they stood for.
ST

Figurel2.2

12.3 The Course of the War

While the history of the war was long, it followedbasic pattern. At first, the English, with
strong leaders and new weapons and tactics, wouddstriking victories against much larger
French armies. This would continue until weak &gadvould take power in England and more
decisive one would take over in France.

Then the French would adapt to the English weagok tactics and gradually recover their

lands. However, England would once again see gtiaders while France would suffer weak

125



ones again and the pattern would start all ovehis Ppattern cycled around two times, dividing

the war into four basic phases.

12.3.1 Phase I: England Ascendant 1337-1369

The first major battle of the war, Sluys (1340),swanaval battle and determined who would
control the English Channel. Naval battles in &tkntic were rare, since the seas were too
rough for oar driven galleys, and the square $&htin use could not tack well into the wind.
Therefore, one navy or the other was usually ceuwffito port, depending on the wind.

Without the use of oars, ramming and clipping eneships was impractical, so naval battles
were mainly land battles fought at sea, with eadé 8ying to grapple and board the other side's
ships.

In such a battle, the English had a definite adgat since their longbows provided the
firepower to clear enemy decks and let Englishieddstorm their ships. As a result, the Battle
of Sluys was a decisive victory for the English ayade them the freedom to raid France while
securing their own coasts from seaborne raids.

For several years, small English armies would emd plunder French territory while being
careful to avoid any large French forces, since Ehglish themselves were not sure of how
effective their longbows would be against Frencights.

However, in 1346 a large French army succeedednmecing a much smaller English army and
forcing it to fight at Crecy. Lined up behind peotive wooden stakes, the English long-bowmen
launched volley after volley of arrows as "thick asow", first mowing down enemy
crossbowmen and then bringing succeeding wavefargmg French knights crashing to the
ground.

By sundown, the English had won a stunning vicagginst what seemed like insurmountable
odds, considering enemy numbers and the high regawhich French knights were held all
over Europe. Crecy opened the French countrysidbd English, allowing them to seize the
port of Calais, which they held until the 1550's.

However, the French refused to recognize that theome at Crecy using these new tactics of
long-bowmen in coordination with knights was angthibesides a fluke. Therefore, after an
interlude in the fighting brought on by the Blackddh, they went after the English army again.
This time they tracked down Edward the Black Priand an army of some 8000 men at Poitiers
(1356.
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Once again the French knights charged the Engh&ls,| and once again the hissing volleys of
English arrows littered the field with French dead wounded. Among the numerous prisoners
held for ransom was the French king. Poitiers icor@d Crecy's verdict that the balance of
power on the battlefields of Europe was clearlytsty away from the heavily armored knight.
The aftermath of Poitiers saw the English congaggd areas of France in the western coastal
areas. Meanwhile, peasant revolts, such as tlgudae, were challenging new taxes and the
nobles' power in society. Given all this turmaildatheir inability to beat English armies, the
French concluded the Treaty of Bretigny in 136@pgmizing Edward's new conquests in return
for his relinquishing any claim to the French crown

However, peace did not return to France, becaws&tiglish did not want to disband their so-
called free companies of mercenaries in Englandrevitieey could raise all sorts of havoc.
Instead, they turned them loose in France whenrg ¢batinued to loot and pillage as if peace
had never been signed. One free company madeg from capturing castles and then selling
them back to their original owners.

Another company, under Sir Robert Knollys (knighbsdEdward for his exploits and atrocities
in France), controlled forty castles and plundeaedill from Orleans to Vezelay. In response to
these ravages, French peasants fortified theirctiesy slept on islands in local rivers, and dug
tunnels to escape the English. Seeing no appdiféertence between peace and war, the French

resumed the war in 1369.

12.3.2 Phase II: The French Resurgence (1369-1413)

By now, the French had learned to avoid open bagénst the English long-bowmen, choosing
instead to bolster town and castle fortificationt off any isolated raiding parties, and deny the
English the plunder that made the war worthwhiléhtem. Thanks to this strategy, the French
recovered most of their lands from the English.

This, the return of the Black Death, and then that Wyler rebellion in 1381 all combined to
make the war very unpopular in England. Thereford,396, it was the English turn to ask for
peace, giving up most of their French possessiotise process.

However, the tide soon turned back to favor theliEhdor a couple reasons. First of all, the
rule of the mentally unstable French king, Chaiég1380-1422), unleashed factional strife

between the noble houses of Orleans and Burguneiywlro would control the king and French
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policies. Therefore, France was in a state of tulrand open to attack. Also, about this time, a

warlike English king, Henry V, took the throne athetided to launch a new campaign in France.

12.3.3 Phase llI: The English Resurgence (1413-1428

Henry entered France with a small army of 1000 kisigand 6000 long-bowmen. Like Edward
Il and the Black Prince before him, Henry was peg by a much larger French army that
forced his tired and hungry army to fight at Agindo(1415). By this time, knights were
wearing suits of plate armor weighing up to 65 msyra much harder shell for the longbow
arrows to penetrate.

Despite this, the longbow still played a vital ralewinning Agincourt. For whatever reasons,
the French chose to avoid the formations of longsben and instead attacked the groups of
English knights in between. This had the effeccmming the French into ever-narrower
spaces that gave them no room to raise their weapon

Meanwhile, their comrades in back, unaware of tkéqt pushing forward, creating even more
of a crush up front that the English knights exgldimercilessly. At the same time, the English
long-bowmen were hitting the French from the sidéhis combination of being unable to
maneuver and being attacked from three sides magiecdurt as much of a disaster for the
French as Crecy and Poitiers had been.

Agincourt unleashed an avalanche of misfortunesiuprance. The Duke of Burgundy, bitter
over the murder of his father by the Duke of Orkeatefected to the English side. Paris fell to
the enemy, while famine and turmoil stalked thedlafEqually decisive and portentous for the
future was another new weapon that was changintatteeof warfare: gunpowder. Cannons had
been used as early as Crecy in 1346, but mainyoafied noisemakers.

However, by the early 1400's, the English had geland effective siege train of cannons that
pulverized the old medieval fortifications of towasd castles. By 1420, the English and their
Burgundian allies had control of the northern twlfrance, forcing the French to agree to the
Treaty of Troyes, by which Henry would take therfefe throne after Charles VI died.

However, Henry died shortly before Charles and siaceeded by the infant, Henry VI. The

French refused to give the throne to this child| aar resumed.

128



Impact of 100 Years War

100 Years war end 1453 results:
Feelings of Nationalism in France and
England

Power of French Monarch increased
Civil war erupts in England (War of the
Roses)

Figure 12.3

12.4 Joan of Arc and the Final French Triumph (1428-53)

At first, the Duke of Bedford, regent for the youktgnry VI, ably continued the English
advance against the pale and feeble Charles Mlwab then that a remarkable peasant girl,
known to history as Joan of Arc, came to the Frasmtlrt, claiming divine voices had told her to
lead France to victory.

Despite the snickering at this simple peasanthyirthe court, her persistence and genuine faith
in her mission persuaded Charles to let her accoynthee French army trying to relieve the city
of Orleans. For whatever reasons, the French sdecein saving Orleans, thus opening the road
to Reims where Charles could officially be crowned.

To the soldiers, Joan was a symbol of French defiaand her example restored the army's
spirit. However, her luck soon ran out. In 148@& Burgundians captured Joan and sold her to
the English who tried her as a witch for hearingndeic voices.

After a long and exhausting trial, she was convdidig a French church court and burned at the
stake in the market place of Rouen in 1431. Yé&des the Church would reverse its decision

and declare Joan a saint. She was only 19 yedmstan she died.
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Joan's death backfired against the English in nthelsame way as the execution of the Hussite
leader, Jan Hus, had backfired against the Chufetv gears before. Charles VII took heart and
led a vigorous offensive against the English, wthike French people agreed to a war tax to pay
for soldiers and artillery to free their land oéthow hated English.

Now it was the French turn to use cannons to demdtinglish fortifications and sweep through
France.

Meanwhile, high war taxes and the lack of plundempay for the war made it increasingly
unpopular in England. As a result, Parliamentroast funds for fighting in France. In 1451, at
the Battle of Castillon, the French, using anotbgperimental weapon, primitive firearms,
defeated the last English army in France.

Two years later in 1453, the same year the Ottomaks used artillery to help them storm the
walls of Constantinople; the English were out oarfae except for the port of Calais. The

Hundred Years War was over.

Figure 12.4 Joan of Arc
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12.5 The Impact of the Hundred Years’ War

The long, exhausting war finally ended in 1453.teside experienced major changes.

A feeling of nationalism emerged in England andnEea Now people thought of the king as a
national leader, fighting for the glory of the ctyn not simply a feudal lord. The power and
prestige of the French monarch increased. The &ngluffered a period of internal turmoil
known as the War of the Roses, in which two noblgsles fought for the throne.

Some historians consider the end of the HundredsYé&#ar in 1453 as the end of the middle
Ages. The twin pillars of the medieval world, rétigs devotion and the code of chivalry, both
crumbled. The Age of Faith died a slow death. Tdaath was caused by the Great Schism, the
scandalous display of wealth by the Church, anddiserediting of the Church during the
bubonic plague. The Age of Chivalry died on thelbfelds of Crécy, Poitiers, and Agincourt

In conclusion, what had all this accomplished? iaén significance of the Hundred Years War
was that France and England, bound together fdudes by outmoded feudal ties and concepts,
were now wrenched apart, leaving in their wake thgiinct nations free to follow their own
destinies.

The Hundred Years War also symbolized far reachmiigary and social changes. Although
nobles would be around for centuries to come, timgbow and gunpowder showed that their
days were numbered.

Gunpowder in particular meant that nobles were orgyér safe, either on the battlefield or
behind their own castle walls. And with their i@y dominance went the nobles' unchallenged
social preeminence. Gunpowder technology wasexpensive.

As a result, only kings and princes were able fordfarmies with cannons and firearms, thus
stripping nobles of even more of their power anespge, leaving the way open for the rise of

the modern nation state.

Summary of Study Session 12
In this study session, you have learnt the follauin
1. The hundred years’ war was caused by conflict wfrest
2. The war brought about notable changes in the natusrarfare
3. The war was fought in four phases with the Engh&fning twice and the French also

winning twice.
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4. Joan of arc aided the French to obtain the fingtbvy in 1453.
The war had a great impact on Europe.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study session 12
Now that you have completed this study session,cayuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdle.

SAQ 12.1 (tests learning outcome 12.1)

What were the three causes of the Hundred Years?Wa

SAQ 12.2 (tests learning outcome 12.2)
What were the changes introduced into the natuteeohundred years’ war?

SAQ 12.3 (tests learning outcome 12.3)

Briefly summarize the history of the war in thrdeapes.

SAQ 12.4 (tests learning outcome 12.4)
What was the role of Joan of Arc?

SAQ 12.5 (tests learning outcome 12.5)
State three effects of the war.

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Session 12

SAQ 12.1:

a. The French kings were eager to dispossess Engfamebaich wine producing areas
in Gascony and Guienne.

b. They were also suspicious of English intentionsFianders, a French territory
because of the flourishing English wool trade wiité Flanders.

c. When Charles IV of France died childless, the Fnetfid not want an Englishman on
the French throne, thereby choosing Philip VI asrtking. Edward Il of England,
feeling slighted by this decision and being conedrabout his hold on Gascony and

Guienne, decided to fight for the throne.
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SAQ 12.2:
The changes include:

a. The use of mercenary companies instead of theeoldal armies.

b. The introduction of new weapons like the longbowadd from the Welsh by
Edward I in the late 1200s, gunpowder and cannons.

SAQ 12.3:

Phase 1:The English recorded several victories becauséeise of the longbow thus forcing
the French to surrender and concluded the TreaByeifgny in 1360, recognizing Edward's new
conquests in return for his relinquishing any clamthe French crown.

However, the free companies of mercenary were tuloese in France where they continued to
loot and pillage as if peace had never been sigriHiey made a living they from capturing
castles and then selling them back to their origim&ners.Seeing no apparent difference
between peace and war, the French resumed theni&8698.

Phase 2:In the second phase, the French recorded victagamst the French because they had
learned to avoid open battle with the English Itmagvmen and also because of the Black Death
as well as Wat Tyler rebellion which made the wealbécome unpopular in England.

Phase 3:The French were defeated at Agincourt and thisastied an avalanche of misfortunes

upon France.

SAQ 12.4:Joan was a symbol of French defiance, and her deam@gtored the army's spirit.

SAQ 12.5:

a. A feeling of nationalism emerged in England andnEea Now people thought of the
king as a national leader, fighting for the glofytiee country, not simply a feudal lord.

b. The power and prestige of the French monarch isecta

c. The English suffered a period of internal turmaibolwn as the War of the Roses, in
which two noble houses fought for the throne.

d. Some historians consider the end of the HundredsY®&dar in 1453 as the end of the
Middle Ages. The twin pillars of the medieval warléligious devotion and the code
of chivalry, both crumbled. The Age of Faith diedlaw death.
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This death was caused by the Great Schism, thelalcaus display of wealth by the Church, and
the discrediting of the Church during the buboniagpe. The Age of Chivalry died on the

battlefields of Crécy, Poitiers, and Agincourt.
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Study Session 13: Schism & Heresies in Late MedieMaurope,
1347-1450

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about the coversy that emerged between the church and
the king and degenerate into what is known as tteatGSchism. At the beginning of the 1300s,

the Age of Faith still seemed strong. Soon, howelieth the pope and the Church were in

desperate trouble. In 1300, Pope Boniface ViIBratited to enforce papal authority on kings as
previous popes had.

When King Philip IV of France asserted his autlyoaver French bishops, Boniface responded
with an official document. It stated that kings makvays obey popes. Philip merely sneered at
this statement. In fact, one of Philip’s ministeysaid to have remarked that “my master’s sword
is made of steel; the pope’s is made of [wordgjstéad of obeying the pope, Philip had him

held prisoner in September 1303.

The king planned to bring him to France for trigthe pope was rescued, but the elderly Boniface

died a month later. Never again would a pope be @biorce monarchs to obey him.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 13

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:
13.1 Describe the event called the great schism

13.2 Describe the origins and impact of the bubprague thatinfected Europe

13.1 The Avignon Papacy or "Babylonian Captivity" (130977)
The Later Middle Ages were a time of turmoil foet@atholic Church, as the growing power of

kings and popes in the High Middle Ages led tongsiensions over various forms of authority
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and jurisdiction. Although they had largely woreithstruggle with the emperors in Germany,
the popes were less successful in dealing withrigiag power of the French and English

monarchies.

Problems centered on control of two things: thal@tergy and Church taxes. The popes had a
habit of rewarding their Italian supporters withuath offices all across Europe. Both common
people and local native clergy resented this anldd to the king for help against these Italian
clergy. As a result, the popes found much of tlen local clergy aligned against them and
with the kings.

Meanwhile, during their struggle with the Holy Ram@mpire, the popes had granted kings the
right to collect church taxes in return for aid imgathe German rulers, justifying their actions by
declaring these wars crusades. But when war booken 1294 between France and England,
both countries' kings used the precedent of catigathurch taxes for the popes' wars to justify
collecting church taxes for their own wars.

When Pope Boniface VIl refused to let Philip IV &fance do this, Philip and his agent,
Nogaret, planned to subject the pope to the ingomsfor crimes he allegedly had committed.
When this plan failed, Nogaret and the pope's eeeiini Rome kidnapped Boniface. Although
he was soon rescued by loyal followers, he dieglhxadays later.

The College of Cardinals, probably feeling presstom the highhanded acts of the French king
and his agents, elected a Frenchman, Clement Yheasew pope. Clement set out for Rome,
but never made it there, stopping at Avignon, aapajty close to French territory. For the next
70 years (1309-77), the popes, all of who were ¢hdrorn, stayed in Avignon.

During this period (known as the Babylonian Capyiafter the 70 years of captivity the Old
Testament Jews had spent in Babylon), the pope® earder increasing criticism for being
corrupt and under the thumb of the French kingsater the truth of these charges, the

The kings' increasing ability to claim the loyatif/the local clergy and to collect church taxes
helped create several quasi-national churchesatfiatally were part of the Roman Catholic
Church but were increasingly under royal contrdlhe Babylonian Captivity, along with the
Hundred Years War then going on, also triggeredlahges to papal authority from two other

directions: church councils and popular heresies.
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Figure 13.1:Avignon Papacy

13.2 The Great Schism and Conciliar Movement

The resentment that the Babylonian Captivity ardusgainst the Church grew worse when the
popes tried to move back to Rome. By the 1370&s tarmoil of the Hundred Years War was
making life at Avignon increasingly dangerous. Tapture and ransoming of Pope Innocent VI
by a company of English mercenaries (who had litde for a French pope, anyway) convinced
Pope Gregory Xl to move to Rome.

However, at this time, Rome was a more dangeraacepdb live in during times of "peace” than
France was during war. It took Gregory three aptisnio get into Rome, and once he got in, he
quickly decided he wanted to leave and return t@gAon. Unfortunately, Gregory died before
he could get out.

For the first time in 70 years, Rome was the sa&ha papal election, and the Roman mob
clamored outside for an Italian pope. Under sudsgure, the College of Cardinals elected an
Italian, Urban VI, as the next pope. Unfortunatdyrban was something of a violent and
bigoted man whose actions drove all but three patsliback to Avignon where they elected a
second pope.

Thus began the Great Schism, a period of turmogmtine Church was divided in its loyalty
between two lines of popes, one French and onaritalTo no one's surprise, each pope refused

to recognize the other and even excommunicatedahnighhis followers. This led to enormous
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anxiety among devout Christians, who found theneselsupposedly excommunicated by one
pope or the other. With neither pope willing teigs, something had to be done.

The most popular suggestion was a general chunchcidosuch as the ones summoned to solve
major disputes in the past. There were severdll@nes with this solution. First of all, popes
traditionally called such councils, and neither @eyas willing to call such a council. This made
the legality of such a council questionable if nalled by at least one pope. Second, different
rulers in Europe supported particular popes, |grigl political reasons.

Such political divisions made it almost impossitdeget people to agree on the site of a council,
not to mention the deeper issues involved. Finallg whole issue of a Church council raised
the question: if a council could depose the popgey was the real head of the Church? This was
a question that lingered on long after the Greaisse had faded away.

At last, a council was called at Pisa, Italy in 240t deposed the two rival popes and elected a
third. Unfortunately, neither original pope rectmd the council's power to depose a pope, so
now the Church had three popes. However, by itlig, tpeople were committed to the idea of a
church council, and another one was called at @oost Switzerland. All three popes were
deposed, and a fourth, Martin V, was elected.

Although one of the deposed popes held on in Awigmtil 1429, the Great Schism ended here.
Its effects did not, because it caused peoplevalt Western Europe to question the authority of
the pope in the Church. Although a single popeeaagain ruled the Church, his reputation and

authority were permanently undermined.

13.3 The Challenge from Below: Théa.ollard and Hussite Heresies

Besides discontent within the ranks of the cletbg, Babylonian Captivity also caused popular

discontent in the form of heresies. During the #ed Years War, the French popes at Avignon
were especially unpopular in England, and it wae fieat the first of these heresies emerged. Its

leader was an Oxford scholar, John Wycliffe (caléidked Life by his enemies).
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Figure 13.2:John Wycliffe

His main point was that the Bible is the sole aligious truth, and therefore anything not in the
Bible did not belong in the Christian faith or piiae. In Wycliffe's view this meant that such
mainstays of Catholic practice as confession, pemapilgrimages, veneration of saintly relics,
excommunication, Church ownership of property, #re gap in status between the clergy and
laity (non-clergy) should all be abolished sinceréthwas no mention of them in the Bible.
Possibly Wycliffe's most revolutionary act was skting the Latin Vulgate Bible into English
so the common people could read it for themsehgzgch an act made it much more difficult for
the Church to keep its monopoly on religious truth.

It also led to a variety of interpretations of Bile by some of Wycliffe's followers known as
Lollards (meaning mumblers or babblers).

The more radical Lollards did such things as choegpip images of saints for firewood, holding
mock masses, and eating communion bread with ontmosakow it was no different from regular
bread because of England's hostility to the Frearahthe popes at Avignon, initial reaction to
the Lollards was mild until the Wat Tyler Rebellibroke out in 1381.
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After that, the authorities were much sterner witd heresy, burning some fifty Lollards at the
stake over the next 40 years. Wycliffe himself waklly reprimanded. He died peacefully in
1384. However, his heresy did not.

Among the Lollards were a number of influential pkg including Queen Anne, who came from
Bohemia (modern Czech Republic). She sent sewemés of Wycliffe's writings home where
the heresy caught on. In addition to this herdssre was also a growing national consciousness
among the Bohemians aimed mainly against the Geroiany class.

This combination of heresy and a growing nationahstiousness would prove to be a
devastating force in the events about to unfoldlisermons in the streets of Prague criticized
Church corruption while translators produced 33dwaitten copies of the Bible in the Czech
language.

At the center of all this turmoil was Jan Hus, g@uylar preacher and professor who was heavily
influenced by Wycliffe. Hus' writing and preachistirred up more and more anti-church and
anti-German feeling. This led to a condemnatioio$' works, which in turn provoked a wave
of riots and protests across Bohemia.

Faced with the possibility of a full-scale rebafliagainst the Church, the pope and the Council
of Constance summoned Hus, under promise of aceafduct, to defend his views. The council
unwisely went back on its word, had Hus declaréérgtic, and burned him at the stake. Rather
than depriving the Bohemians of a leader, thispaotvided them with a martyr around whom
they could rally.

The resulting Hussite Wars (1420-36) showed howgrw a combination nationalist feeling
and popular piety could be. The Church launched érnusades against the Hussites, all of them
dismal failures. The Hussites combined new fireatachnology with the ancient Bohemian
tactic of making circular walls of wagons (wagerd®)rto create a seemingly invincible army.
Hussite armies even invaded Germany, plunderinglball the way to the Baltic Sea. By 1433,
the Church had had enough and opened negotiatiaghstiwe Hussites to keep them from
spreading their heresy across Europe.

The Hussites, not ready for a complete break vigh@atholic Church that had led the faith for
centuries, were also willing to compromise. Theu€h allowed certain religious liberties in

return for the Hussites' allegiance to the Church.
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Although the Hussites had returned to the Chutair importance lived on. For, just across the
border in Saxony some 85 years later, anothermefoby the name of Martin Luther would lead

another revolt against the Church, raising manghefsame points Wycliffe and the Hussites had
raised. Only this time, the break, known as thetdatant Reformation, would be permanent and

alter the course of European and world history.

Summary of Study Session 13
In this study session, you have learnt the follauin
1. The signs of growing stress showed in the risingutettion and change in climate
the origin of the plague and its spread acrosseustarted in Italy in 1347
2. The result of the plague and its impact on Europiemely disastrous. It led to

popular discontent in the form of heresies.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessidh 1

Now that you have completed this study session,cauassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.céoucheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdule.

SAQ 13.1 (tests learning outcome 13.1)

What are the two major sign of growing stress #ided the spread of the plague?

SAQ 13.2 (tests learning outcome 13.2)

When and how did the bubonic plague start?

SAQ 13.2 (tests learning outcome 13.3)
What were three effects of the bubonic plague?
Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs)

SAQ 13.1:
» There was a dramatic rise in population, whichummted to rising demands for food and

fuel. This generated inflation and a strain ongheironment.
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» There was also a change of climate resulting iadtoand early frosts which caused great
famines in 1316 and 1317 thus resulting to malhairiof the early 1300s made people
born during that time especially susceptible tedse.

SAQ 13.2:

» The Bubonic Plague started in 1347 when a fleeBefoese merchant ships arrived in
Sicily carrying the plague, also known as the Bl&xath.The disease swept through
Italy. From there it followed trade routes to Spdinance, Germany, England, and other
parts of Europe and North Africa.

SAQ 13.3

= Town populations fell.

» Trade declined and prices rose

» The serfs left the manor in search of better wages.

= Nobles fiercely resisted peasant demands for higleges, causing peasant revolts in
England, France, Italy, and Belgium.

= Jews were blamed for bringing the plague. All olzarope, Jews were driven from their
homes or, worse, massacred.
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Study Session 14: The Italian Renaissance, 1400-050

Introduction

In this study session you will learn about the resence that began in Italy. During the late
middle Ages, Europe suffered from both war and ypéagThose who survived wanted to

celebrate life and the human spirit.

They began to question institutions of the middie#y, which had been unable to prevent war or
to relieve suffering brought by the plague. Somepge questioned the Church, which taught
Christians to endure suffering while they awaiteeirtrewards in heaven.

In northern lItaly, writers and artists began to resp this new spirit and to experiment with

different styles. These men and women would gregthnge how Europeans saw themselves

and their world.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 14

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

14.1 Describe the reasons why lItaly the renaissstiacted in Italy

14.2 Explain the meaning of the Renaissance

14.3 Describe the new pattern of thought that emwiith the renaissance
14.4 Describe the Renaissance literature and legrni

14.5 Explain the changes in Renaissance Art

14.6 Describe the impact of the renaissance.

14.1 Why Italy?

On rare occasion one comes across a period ofdyuamic cultural change that it is seen as a
major turning point in history. Ancient Greecedasspecially Athens, in the fifth century B.C.
was such a turning point in the birth of Westerwilziation. The Italian Renaissance was
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another. Both were drawing upon a rich culturaithge. For the Greeks, it was the ancient
Near East and Egypt.

For the Italian Renaissance, it was ancient Rontk Greece. Both ages broke the bonds of
earlier cultural restraints and unleashed a flafrynnovations that have seldom, if ever, been
equaled elsewhere. Both ages produced radicallyfmens and ideas in a wide range of areas:
art, architecture, literature, history, and science

Both ages shined brilliantly and somewhat brieydoe falling victim to violent ends, largely of
their own making. Yet, despite their relative bress, both ages passed on a cultural heritage
that is an essential part of our own civilizatiofhere were three important factors making Italy
the birthplace of the Renaissance:

1. ltaly's geographic location. Renaissance Italy ahia@sving upon the civilizations of

ancient Greece and especially Rome, upon whoss ituwas literally sitting. During
the Middle Ages, Italians had neglected and abubedr Roman heritage, even
stripping marble and stone from Roman buildingstieir own constructions.
However, by the late Middle Ages, they were becgmimore aware of the Roman
civilization surrounding them. Italy was also gesgghically well placed for contact
with the Byzantines and Arabs who had preservesdsidal culture. Both of these
factors combined to make Italy well suited to abdtie Greek and Roman heritage

2. The recent invention of the printing press spread ideas quickly and accurately.
This was especially important now since many Raaaise ideas were not acceptable
to the Church. However, with the printing predsese ideas were very hard to
suppress.

3. Renaissance ltaly, like the ancient Greeks, thrivethe urban culture and vibrant
economy of the city-state. This helped in two waysirst, the smaller and more
intimate environment of the city-state, combinethwhe freedom of expression found
there, allowed a number of geniuses to flourish taetl off one another's creative
energies.

Unfortunately, the city-state could also be turbtiland violent, as seen in the riot scene that
opens Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. Secondljtattan city-states, especially trading and
banking centers such as Venice and Florence, pdvitie money to patronize the arts.
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Therefore, the wealth and freedom of expressioivitly in the urban culture of Italy both

helped give birth to the Renaissance.

In-text Question

Ancient Greece, and especially Athens, in the t#thtury B.C. was such a turning point in the
birth of Western Civilization .True or False

In-text Answer

True.

14.2 The Meaning Renaissance

Renaissance literally means rebirth, in this chsa¢birth of classical Greek and Roman culture.
The traditional view of the Renaissance was thauddenly emerged as a result of the fall of
Constantinople in 1453, which drove Greek schatarseek refuge in Italy and pass classical
culture to Italy.

Historians now take this as too simplistic an erpteoon. For one thing, knowledge of Greek
and Roman culture had never completely died ouheédieval Europe, being kept alive during
the Dark Ages in the monasteries, and during trghHlliddle Ages in the growing universities.
Secondly, a revived interest in classical cultuaa be traced back to the Italian authors, Dante
and Petrarch, in the early 1300's.

Thus the Italian Renaissance was more the produatlong evolution rather than a sudden
outburst.

Still, the term "renaissance" has some validitygsiits conscious focus was classical culture.
The art and architecture drew heavily upon GreekRoman forms. Historical and political
writers used Greek and Roman examples to makepbiits.

And renaissance science, in particular, relied atmslavishly upon Greek and Roman
authorities, which was important, since it set yalrauthorities to the Church and allowed
Western Civilization to break free from the constte of medieval thought and give birth to the

Scientific Revolution during the Enlightenment.
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In-text Question
Renaissance literally means
a. Rebirth

b. Civilization

c. History

d. Revolution
In-text Answer

a

14.3 New Patterns of Thought
Whether one sees the Renaissance as a periodgjofadity or just drawing upon older cultures,
it did generate four ideas that have been andastlicentral to Western Civilization: secularism,

humanism, individualism, and skepticism.

14.3.1 Secularism

Secularism comes from the word secular, meanirtgisfworld. Medieval civilization had been
largely concerned with religion and the next worl@ihe new economic and political horizons
and opportunities that were opening up for Weskurrope in the High and Late Middle Ages
got people more interested in this world. Durihg Renaissance people saw this life as worth
living for its own sake, not just as preparationtfoe next world.

The art in particular exhibited this secular spigshowing detailed and accurate scenery,
anatomy, and nature, whereas medieval artists ginegnored such things since their paintings
were for the glory of God.

This is not to say that Renaissance people hadfddhtin God. Religion was still the most
popular theme for paintings. But during the Reseige people found other things worth living

for besides the afterlife.

14.3.2 Humanism

Humanism goes along with secularism in that it ,sakeman beings, not God, the center of
attention. The quotation at the top of this regdaertainly emphasizes this point. So did
Renaissance art, which portrayed the human bodythsg of beauty in its own right, not like

some medieval "comic strip" character whose ongoa to exist was for the glory of God.
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Along those lines, Renaissance philosophers sawahsnas intelligent creatures capable of
reason (and questioning authority) rather thandenmdless pawns helplessly manipulated by
God.

Even the term for Renaissance philosophers, "hwstsinishows how the focus of peoples'
attention had shifted from Heaven and God to tloddvand human beings. It also described the
group of scholars who drew upon the more seculageksrand Roman civilizations for

inspiration.

14.3.3 Individualism

Individualism takes humanism a step further by sgyhat individual humans were capable of
great accomplishments. The more communal, grougntadd society and mentality of the
middle Ages was giving way to a belief in the indival and his achievements.

The importance of this was that it freed remarkaidividuals and geniuses, such as Leonardo
da Vinci to live up to their potential without begirheld back by a medieval society that
discouraged innovation.

Besides the outstanding achievements of Leonam® sees individualism expressed in a wide
variety of ways during the Renaissance.

Artists started signing their paintings, thus shayindividualistic pride in their work. Also, the
more communal guild system was being replaced gy rtiore individualistic system of

capitalism, which encouraged private enterprise.

14.3.4 Skepticism

Skepticism, which promoted curiosity and the questig of authority, was largely an outgrowth

of the other three Renaissance ideas. The sespiar of the age naturally put Renaissance
humanists at odds with the Church and its pureligioais values and explanations of the

universe.

Humanism and individualism, with their belief iretability of human reason, raised challenges
to the Church's authority and theories, which imtled to such things as the Protestant
Reformation, the Age of Exploration and the Sci@fRevolution, all of which would radically

alter how Western Europe views the world and useer
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These four new ideas of secularism, humanism, iddalism, and skepticism led to innovations
in a variety of fields during the Renaissance, rii@st prominent being literature and learning,

art, science, the Age of Exploration, and the PRtatg Reformation.

14.4 Renaissance Literature and Learning

Literature and learning throughout the middle Agese centered on the Church. Consequently,
most books were of a religious nature. There vi@eek and Roman texts stashed away in the
monasteries, but few people paid much attentionthiem. All that changed during the
Renaissance.

For one thing, increased wealth and the inventiotih@ printing press created a broader public
that could afford an education and printed books.

Most of these newly educated people were from thii@enand middle classes. Therefore, they
wanted a more practical and secular education aoéisbto prepare them for the real world of
business and politics.

In response to this, new schools were set up te thig sons of nobles and wealthy merchants an
education with a broader and more secular curmouliban the Church provided: philosophy,
literature, mathematics, history, and politics. tiMally much of the basis for this new
curriculum was Greek and Roman culture.

Classical authors such as Demosthenes and Cicam wged to teach students how to think,
write, and speak clearly. Greek and Roman histgre used to teach object lessons in politics.
This curriculum provided the skills and knowledg=is as essential for an educated man back
then, and served as the basis for school curricsibweil into the twentieth century.

Only in recent decades has a more technical educdargely replaced the curriculum
established for us in the Renaissance. Along #meeslines, a more secular literature largely
replaced the predominantly religious literatureéhef middle Ages.

History, as a study of the past (Greek and Romahipgarticular) in order to learn lessons for
the future, was emerging. So was another emengavg discipline deeply rooted in history:
political science. The father of this disciplinesadicolo Machiavelli (1469-1527).
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In-text Question
Literature and learning throughout the middle Agrese centered on the Church. True or False

In-text Answer

True

14.4.1 Machiavelli

The Prince (1513), by Niccolo Machiavelli, also examines tmeperfect conduct of human
beings. It does so by taking the form of a politigaidebook. InThe Prince, Machiavelli
examines how a ruler can gain power and keep gépite of his enemies. In answering this
guestion, he began with the idea that most peaplsedfish, fickle, and corrupt.

To succeed in such a wicked world, Machiavelli sadorince must be strong as a lion and
shrewd as a fox. He might have to trick his eneraies even his own people for the good of the
state. InThe Prince, Machiavelli was not concerned with what was moraiijynt, but with what
was politically effective. He pointed out that mp&ople think it is praiseworthy in a prince to
keep his word and live with integrity.

Nevertheless, Machiavelli argued that in the realldv of power and politics a prince must
sometimes mislead the people and lie to his opgenéss a historian and political thinker,
Machiavelli suggested that in order for a princeat@momplish great things, he must be crafty
enough to not only overcome the suspicions but gdso the trust of others:

From this arises the question whether it is batdre loved more than feared, or feared more
than loved. The reply is, that one ought to be Wietined and loved, but as it is difficult for the
two to go together, it is much safer to be feahethtloved, if one of the two has to be wanting.
For it may be said of men in general that theyusrgrateful, voluble [changeable], dissemblers
[liars], anxious to avoid danger, and covetous @hgas long as you benefit them, they are
entirely yours; they offer you their blood, theioagls, their life, and their children, as | have
before said, when the necessity is remote; but whapproaches, they revolt. And the prince

who has relied solely on their words, without makpreparations, is ruined.
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14.4.2 Petrarch and Boccaccio

Francesco Petrarch was one of the earliest andinfhgntial humanists. Some have called him
the father of Renaissance humanism. He was alsead goet. Petrarch wrote both in Italian and
in Latin. In Italian, he wrote sonnets—14-line paerihey were about a mysterious woman
named Laura, who was his ideal. (Little is knowrLatira except that she died of the plague in
1348.) In classical Latin, he wrote letters to manportant friends.

Another book of a secular nature was Ereeameron by the Italian writer Giovanni Boccaccio, a
series of realistic, sometimes off-color storiebeTstories are supposedly told by a group of
worldly young people waiting in a rural villa to@d the plague sweeping through Florence:

In the year of Our Lord 1348 the deadly plague broit in the great city of Florence, most
beautiful of Italian cities. Whether through thesogtion of the heavenly bodies or because

of our own iniquities [sins] which the just wrath @od sought to correct, the plague had
arisen in the East some years before, causingah @f countless human beings. It spread
without stop from one place to another, until, whfoately, it swept over the West.

Neither knowledge nor human foresight availed agjain though the city was cleansed of
much filth by chosen officers in charge and sickspas were forbidden to enter it, while
advice was broadcast for the preservation of health

The Decameron presents both tragic and comic views of life. Bigtories, the author uses
cutting humor to illustrate the human condition.cBaccio presents his characters in all

their individuality and all their folly.

Castiglione's The Courtier, which spelled out tteal education and qualities of a nobleman
attending a prince's court. Unlike the usuallitatte and rough mannered medieval noble,
Castiglione's courtier should be versed in man(gush as not cleaning one's teeth in public
with one's finger). This ideal of the well-round&denaissance Man" hearkens back to the

Greek ideal of a well-rounded man and has continadkdis day.

14.5 Renaissance Art

Art is the one field most people associate with Renaissance since it saw the most radical
innovations and breaks with the Middle Ages. Medieart was religious in tone and for the
glory of God.
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As a result, artists neglected mundane details thaking the art flat and lifeless. Faces and
bodies were cartoon like, having no individual €eas or anything approaching anatomical
detail. Other details such as background, persgegbroportion, and individuality were all
virtually unknown.

Renaissance art contrasted sharply with medievah all these respects. More paintings were
on secular themes, especially portraits. And ehenreligious paintings paid a great deal of
attention to glorifying the human form and accomipinents. Starting with Giotto in the early
1300's, Renaissance artists increasingly perfeeted used such things as background,
perspective, proportion, and individuality.

In fact, Leonardo'’s detail was so good that botanaday can identify the kinds of plants he put
into his paintings. Although painting was espdgipfominent during the Renaissance, other art
forms also flourished. For example, architecturekbrsomewhat with the medieval Gothic style
during the Renaissance.

However, it was less innovative and relied moravilg on classical forms, in particular
columns, arches, and domes as well as buildingroassive scale.

Possibly the supreme example of this is the donfet.oPeter's in Rome which was designed by
Michelangelo and towers 435 feet from the floorudit in the Renaissance saw developments
that would later blossom into classical music. trimsents were improved and the whole family
of violins was developed. Counterpoint (the blegdiof two melodies) and polyphony
(interweaving several melodic lines) also emergauhd this period.

Supported by patrons like Isabella d’Este, dozehnartists worked in northern Italy. As the
Renaissance advanced, artistic styles changed.eMadartists had used religious subjects to
convey a spiritual ideal. Renaissance artists gftemrayed religious subjects, but they used a
realistic style copied from classical models. Greekl Roman subjects also became popular.
Renaissance painters used the technique of persgeshich shows three dimensions on a flat

surface.

14.5.1 Realistic Painting and Sculpture
Following the new emphasis on individuals, painteegan to paint prominent citizens. These
realistic portraits revealed what was distinctibewat each person. In addition, artists such as the

sculptor, poet, architect, and painter MichelangBloonarroti used a realistic style when
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depicting the human body. Donatello also made sgrdpmore realistic by carving natural
postures and expressions that reveal personality.

He revived a classical form in his statue of Daadoy who, according to the Bible, became a
great king. Donatello’s statue was created in &ite 1460s. It was the first European sculpture of
a large, free-standing nude since ancient times. $aulptors of the period, including

Michelangelo, David was a favorite subject.

14.5.2 Leonardo, Renaissance Man

Leonardo da Vinci was a painter, sculptor, invenamd scientist. A true “Renaissance man,” he
was interested in how things worked. He studied lwnuscle moves and how veins are
arranged in a leaf. He filled his notebooks witls@tvations and sketches. Then he incorporated
his findings in his art.

Among his many masterpieces, Leonardo painted bmieecbest-known portraits in the world,
the Mona Lisa. The woman in the portrait seems so real that nvanitgrs have tried to explain
the thoughts behind her smile. Leonardo also predwc famous religious paintingihe Last

Supper. It shows the personalities of Jesus’ disciplesufhofacial expressions.

14.5.3 Raphael Advanced Realism

Raphael Sanzio was younger than Michelangelo amddrelo. He learned from studying their
works. One of Raphael’s favorite subjects was tladhna and child. Raphael often portrayed
their expressions as gentle and calm. He was farfwousis use of perspective. In his greatest
achievement, Raphael filled the walls of Pope 3uliig library with paintings.

One of theseschool of Athens, conveys the classical influence on the RenaigsaRaphael
painted famous Renaissance figures, such as Midpelia, Leonardo, and himself, as classical

philosophers and their students.

14.5.4 Anguissola and Gentileschi

Renaissance society generally restricted womenés.réiowever, a few Italian women became
notable painters. Sofonisba Anguissola was thd filsman artist to gain an international

reputation. She is known for her portraits of histess and of prominent people such as King
Philip 1l of Spain.
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Artemisia Gentileschi was another accomplishedstar8he trained with her painter father and
helped with his work. In her own paintings, Gersdei painted pictures of strong, heroic

women.

14.6 Impact

Science saw little advancement, but it was alscomant for future developments. In particular,
classical authorities were discovered who conttadi@ristotle, whose works were accepted by
the Church almost as gospel. Finding conflictimgharities forced Renaissance humanists to
ask questions that would lead to developing newrtas, which in turn would lead to the birth
of modern science in the 1600's and 1700's.

The Age of Exploration also showed Renaissancesideavork. It was secular in its interest in
the world. It certainly displayed skepticism byattnging accepted ideas about the world. And
the fact that it pitted individual captains agaitist forces of nature shows it was both humanistic
and individualistic.

The Protestant Reformation was one other resulthef Italian Renaissance. The spirit of
skepticism challenged the authority of the Chutblbis opening the way for much more serious
challenge later posed by the Protestants. Thee$tesit Reformation, in turn, would pave the
way for new patterns of thought in social, politicconomic, and scientific matters.

Political disunity attracted a devastating roundwdrs and invasions that ended its most
innovative cultural period. However, in the pragethe invaders took the ideas of the Italian
Renaissance back to Northern Europe and sparketdisvkizown as the Northern Renaissance.

Summary of Study Session 14

In this study session, you have learnt the follauin

The renaissance started in Italy for various resson
The Renaissance has many definitions

The Renaissance created four new patterns of though
The Renaissance produced literatures

Changes in Renaissance Art were very pronounced
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The renaissance had a lasting impact on Europe.
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Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Session 14
Now that you have completed this study session,capuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.cdowcheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdule.

SAQ 14.1 (tests learning outcome 14.1)

Why was lItaly the birthplace for the commencemédnhe Renaissance?

SAQ 14.2 (tests learning outcome 14.2)

Give a brief definition of renaissance.

SAQ 14.3 (tests learning outcome 14.3)

What are the four new patterns of thought that Imecarominent during the renaissance?

SAQ 14.4 (tests learning outcome 14.4)
Name three writers that featured prominently duthregrenaissance.

SAQ 14.5 (tests learning outcome 14.5)

Mention four of the renaissance artists

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Session 14

SAQ 14.1;

a. Italy became the birthplace for the renaissancaume of its geographical location.
Italy was geographically well placed for contacthwthe Byzantines and Arabs who
had preserved classical culture.

b. The invention of the printing press spread newsdgpackly and accurately.

c. The rise of urban culture and vibrant economy efdiy-state.ltalian city-states,
especially trading and banking centers such ascéeamd Florence, provided the
money to patronize the arts.

SAQ 14.2:
Renaissance literally means rebirth, in this casa¢birth of classical Greek and Roman culture.

SAQ 14.3:Secularism; Humanism,; Individualism; and Skepticism
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SAQ 14.4:Niccolo Machiavelli; Francesco Petrarch; GiovanocBaccio

SAQ 14.5:Michelangelo Buonarroti; Leonardo da Vinci; Raph@ahzio; SofonisbaAnguissola
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Study Session 15: The Age of Discovery

Introduction

By the early 1400s, Europeans were ready to venbesond their borders. This spirit of

adventure, along with several other important reasprompted Europeans to explore the world
around them.

This study session describe how these exploratbmgan a long process that would bring

together the peoples of many different lands amthpeently change the world.

Learning Outcomes for Study Session 15

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta:

15.1 Describe the reasons why Italy the renaissstacted in Italy

15.2 Explain the meaning of the Renaissance

5.3 Describe the new pattern of thought that emettiethe renaissance
15.4 Describe the Renaissance literature and legrni

15.5 Explain the changes in Renaissance Art
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15.1 For “God, Glory, and Gold”

Europeans had not been completely isolated fromréls¢ of the world before the 1400s.
Beginning around 1100, European crusaders battlesliMs for control of the Holy Lands in
Southwest Asia. In 1275, the Italian trader Mara@doPreached the court of Kublai Khan in
China.

For the most part, however, Europeans had neitieeinterest nor the ability to explore foreign
lands. That changed by the early 1400s. The désigrow rich and to spread Christianity,

coupled with advances in sailing technology, splieme age of European exploration.

Figure 15.1Gold

15.1.1 Europeans Seek New Trade Routes
The desire for new s of wealth was the main redso&uropean exploration. Through overseas
exploration, merchants and traders hoped ultimatelybenefit from what had become a
profitable business in Europe: the trade of spares other luxury goods from Asia. The people
of Europe had been introduced to these items duhegCrusades, the wars fought between
Christians and Muslims from 1096 to 1270.
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After the Crusades ended, Europeans continuedmauae such spices as nutmeg, ginger,
cinnamon, and pepper, all of which added flavahtbland foods of Europe. Because demand
for these goods was greater than the supply, metglcauld charge high prices and thus make
great profits.

The Muslims and the Italians controlled the tratigamds from East to West. Muslims sold
Asian goods to Italian merchants, who controll@di¢racross the land routes of the
Mediterranean region. The Italian merchants rewdtems at increased prices to merchants
throughout Europe.

Other European traders did not like this arrangenteaying such high prices to the Italians
severely cut into their own profits. By the 140Bsyopean merchants—as well as the new
monarchs of England, Spain, Portugal, and Francegkgdo bypass the Italian merchants. This

meant finding a sea route directly to Asia.

15.1.2 The Spread of Christianity

The desire to spread Christianity also motivatedofeans to explore. The Crusades had left
Europeans with a taste for spices, but more smamtly with feelings of hostility between
Christians and Muslims. European countries belieed they had a sacred duty not only to
continue fighting Muslims, but also to convert nGhristians throughout the world. Europeans
hoped to obtain popular goods directly from thegtes of Asia.

They also hoped to Christianize thefartolomeu Dias an early Portuguese explorer,
explained his motives: “To serve God and His Majesd give light to those who were in

darkness and to grow rich as all men desire to do.”

15.1.3 Technology Made Exploration Possible

While “God, glory, and gold” were the primary mag/for exploration, advances in technology
made the voyages of discovery possible. Durindl2@s, it would have been nearly impossible
for a European sea captain to cross 3,000 milesedn and return again. The main problem was
that European ships could not sail against the wimdhe 1400s, shipbuilders designed a new

vessel, the caravel.
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The caravel was sturdier than earlier vesselsdditian, triangular sails adopted from the Arabs
allowed it to sail effectively against the wind. rBpeans also improved their navigational
techniques. To better determine their location ed, ssailors used the astrolabe, which the
Muslims had perfected.

The astrolabe was a brass circle with carefullyistéid rings marked off in degrees. Using the
rings to sight the stars, a sea captain could tmkdatitude, or how far north or south of the
equator the ship was. Explorers were also able dcemaccurately track direction by using a
magnetic compass, a Chinese invention.

15.2 Portugal the Trail blazer

The leader in developing and applying these sailimgvations was Portugal. Located on the
Atlantic Ocean at the southwest corner of Europetugal was the first European country to
establish trading outposts along the west coasffata. Eventually, Portuguese explorers

pushed farther east into the Indian Ocean.

15.2.1 The Portuguese Exploration of Africa

Portugal took the lead in overseas explorationdrt gue to strong government support. The
nation’s most enthusiastic supporter of exploraticas Prince Henry, the son of Portugal’s
king. Henry's dreams of overseas exploration begd#15 when he helped conquer the Muslim
city of Ceuta in North Africa.

There, he had his first glimpse of the dazzling tethat lay beyond Europe. In Ceuta, the
Portuguese invaders found exotic stores filled wigépper, cinnamon, cloves, and other spices.

In addition, they encountered large supplies ofigsilver, and jewels.
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Figure 15.2Prince Henry of Wales

15.2.2 The Tools of Exploration

Out on the open seas, winds easily blew shipsaffse. With only the sun, moon, and stars to
guide them, few sailors willingly ventured beyore tsight of land. In order to travel to distant
places, European inventors and sailors experimewitd new tools for navigation and new
designs for sailing ships, often borrowing fromestbultures.

Henry returned to Portugal determined to reachdhthese treasures in the East. The prince also
wished to spread the Christian faith. In 1419, Hefounded anavigation school on the
southwestern coast of Portugal. Mapmakers, instnimmakers, shipbuilders, scientists, and sea
captains gathered there to perfect their trade.

Within several years, Portuguese ships began gailown the western coast of Africa. By the
time Henry died in 1460, the Portuguese had estadddi a series of trading posts along western
Africa’s shores. There, they traded with Africamms such profitable items as gold and ivory.
Eventually, they traded for African captives toused as slaves.

Having established their presence along the Africaast, Portuguese explorers plotted their

next move. They would attempt to find a sea roatadia.

15.2.3 Portuguese Sailors in Asia
The Portuguese believed that to reach Asia byteeg,would have to sail around the southern

tip of Africa. In 1488, Portuguese captain Bartoloeo Dias ventured far down the coast of
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Africa until he and his crew reached the tip. Asytlarrived, a huge storm rose and battered the
fleet for days.

When the storm ended, Dias realized his ships leath blown around the tip to the other side.
Dias explored the southeast coast of Africa and tensidered sailing to India. However, his
crew was exhausted and food supplies were low. réswalt, the captain returned home. With the
tip of Africa finally rounded, the Portuguese contd pushing east.

In 1497, Portuguese exploréasco da Gamabegan exploring the east African coast. In 1498,
he reached the port of Calicut, on the southwesteast of India. Da Gama and his crew were
amazed by the spices, rare silks, and precious gsanh§lled Calicut's shops.

The Portuguese sailors filled their ships with sspltes as pepper and cinnamon and returned to
Portugal in 1499. Their cargo was worth 60 timesdbst of the voyage. Da Gama’s remarkable
voyage of 27,000 miles had given Portugal a diseetroute to India.

In-text Question
In 1497, Portuguese explorer began exploring the east African coast
a. Vasco da Gama
b. Vasco de Gamal
c. Vasco Enrique
d. Vasco Calicut
In-text Answer
a

15.2.4 Portugal’s Trading Empire

In the years following da Gama’s voyage, Portugalk la bustling trading empire throughout the

Indian Ocean. As the Portuguese moved into th@negfney took control of the spice trade from

Muslim merchants. In 1509, Portugal extended itstrod over the area when it defeated a
Muslim fleet off the coast of India, a victory magessible by the cannons they had added
aboard their ships.

Portugal strengthened its hold on the region byding a fort at Hormuz in 1514. It established

control of the Straits of Hormuz, connecting theska Gulf and Arabian Sea, and helped stop

Muslim traders from reaching India. In 1510, thetBguese captured Goa, a port city on India’s
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west coast. They made it the capital of their mgdempire. They then sailed farther east to
Indonesia, also known as the East Indies.

In 1511, a Portuguese fleet attacked the city olaktz on the west coast of the Malay
Peninsula. In capturing the town, the Portuguessdecontrol of the Strait of Malacca. Seizing
this waterway gave them control of the Moluccas.

These were islands so rich in spices that theyrhedanown as the Spice Islands. In convincing
his crew to attack Malacca, Portuguese sea capfaimso de Albuquerque stressed his country’s
intense desire to crush the Muslim-Italian domimatver Asian trade:

If we deprive them [Muslims] of this their anciemarket there, there does not remain for
them a single port in the whole of these parts,revtiieey can carry on their trade in these
things. . . . | hold it as very certain that if wake this trade of Malacca away out of their
hands, Cairo and Mecca are entirely ruined, andeiice will no spiceries . . .[be] . . .
conveyed except that which her merchants go andrbBgrtugal.

Portugal did break the old Muslim-Italian domination trade from the East, much to the delight
of European consumers. Portuguese merchants brbagktgoods from Asia at about one-fifth
of what they cost when purchased through the AsadosItalians. As a result, more Europeans
could afford these items. In time, Portugal's sgscen Asia attracted the attention of other
European nations.

As early as 1521, a Spanish expedition led by Rardi Magellan arrived in the Philippines.
Spain claimed the islands and began settling timebh%65. By the early 1600s, the rest of Europe

had begun to descend upon Asia. They wanted tblestaheir own trade empires in the East.

15.3 Other Nations Challenged the Portuguese

Beginning around 1600, the English and Dutch begachallenge Portugal’'s dominance over
the Indian Ocean trade. The Dutch Republic, alsmknas the Netherlands, was a small country
situated along the North Sea in northwestern Europe

Since the early 1500s, Spain had ruled the arehd5&1, the people of the region declared their
independence from Spain and established the Dugghulitic. In a short time, the Netherlands

became a leading sea power.
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By 1600, the Dutch owned the largest fleet of simphe world—20,000 vessels. Pressure from
Dutch and also English fleets eroded Portuguesé&raioof the Asian region. The Dutch and
English then battled one another for dominancenefdarea. Both countries had formed an East
India Company to establish and direct trade througisia.

These companies had the power to mint money, nrakéids, and even raise their own armies.
The Dutch East India Companywas richer and more powerful than England’s comp&sya
result, the Dutch eventually drove out the Englastd established their dominance over the

region.

15.3.1 The Emergence of Spain

As the Portuguese were establishing trading pdstgyahe west coast of Africa, Spain watched
with increasing envy. The Spanish monarchs alsoetks direct sea route to Asia. In 1492, an
Italian sea captain, Christopher Columbus, condn8pain to finance a bold plan: finding a

route to Asia by sailing west across the Atlantice@n. In October of that year, Columbus

reached an island in the Caribbean.

He was mistaken in his thought that he had reatiedEast Indies. But his voyage would open
the way for European colonization of the Americaspracess that would forever change the
world. The immediate impact of Columbus’s voyagayaver, was to increase tensions between
Spain and Portugal. The Portuguese believed thiaintbwus had indeed reached Asia.

Portugal suspected that Columbus had claimed fainSlands that Portuguese sailors might
have reached first. The rivalry between Spain aadugal grew more tense. In 1493, Pope
Alexander VI stepped in to keep peace between wlmenations. He suggested an imaginary
dividing line, drawn north to south, through thdaftic Ocean.

All lands to the west of the line, known as thed.iof Demarcation, would be Spain’s. These
lands included most of the Americas. All landstie east of the line would belong to Portugal.
Portugal complained that the line gave too mucltspain. So it was moved farther west to

include parts of modern-day Brazil for the Portugpie

In 1494, Spain and Portugal signed Treaty of Tordesillas, in which they agreed to honor the

line. The era of exploration and colonization whewd to begin in earnest.
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Figure 15.3:Pope Alexander VI

15.3.2 Dutch Trade Outposts

In 1619, the Dutch established their trading headgus at Batavia on the island of Java. From
there, they expanded west to conquer several nesldnds. In addition, the Dutch seized both
the port of Malacca and the valuable Spice Isldrata Portugal.

Throughout the 1600s, the Netherlands increaseitsol over the Indian Ocean trade. With so
many goods from the East traveling to the Nethedathe nation’s capital, Amsterdam, became
a leading commercial center.

By 1700, the Dutch ruled much of Indonesia andthading posts in several Asian countries.
They also controlled the Cape of Good Hope on tlwthern tip of Africa, which was used as a

resupply stop.

15.3.3 British and French Traders

By 1700 also, Britain and France had gained a fddtln the region. Having failed to win
control of the larger area, the English East InG@mpany focused much of its energy on
establishing outposts in India. There, the Endlistieloped a successful business trading Indian
cloth in Europe. In 1664, France also entered thia Aade with its own East India Company. It

struggled at first, as it faced continual attackshe Dutch.
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Eventually, the French company established an stipdndia in the 1720s. However, it never
showed much of a profit. As the Europeans batttedaf share of the profitable Indian Ocean
trade, their influence inland in Southeast Asia agrad limited. European traders did take
control of many port cities in the region.

But their impact rarely spread beyond the port®nfFi1500 to about 1800, when Europeans
began to conquer much of the region, the peopledsid remained largely unaffected by

European contact.

Summary of Study Session 15

In this study session, you have learnt the follauin

The renaissance started in Italy for various resson
The Renaissance has many definitions

The Renaissance created four new patterns of though
The Renaissance produced literatures

Changes in Renaissance Art were very pronounced
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The renaissance had a lasting impact on Europe.

Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) for Study Sessidn
Now that you have completed this study session,capuassess how well you have achieved its
Learning Outcomes by answering these questions.cdowcheck your answers with the Notes

on the Self-Assessment Questions at the end oMbdle.

SAQ 15 (tests learning outcome 15)
For each term or name, write a sentence explaitsrgignificance.
Bartolomeu Dias ¢ Prince Henry ¢ Vasco da Gameeaily of Tordesillas « Dutch East India

Company

SAQ 15.1 (tests learning outcome 15.1)
How might the phrase “God, glory, and gold” summatihe Europeans’ motives for

exploration?
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SAQ 15.2 (tests learning outcome 15.2)

What was Prince Henry’s goal and who actually ackdet?

SAQ 15.3 (tests learning outcome 15.3)

What European countries were competing for Asiaderduring the age of exploration?

Notes on the Self-Assessment Questions (SAQs) faud/ Session
AQ 15:

Bartolomeu DiasHe was an early Portuguese explorer who explainednotives of the
Europeans in this phrase: “To serve God and HieMgj to give light to those who were
in darkness and to grow rich as all men desireotd d

Prince Henry: Prince Henry, the son of Portugal’s king was thiomé most
enthusiastic supporter of exploration.

Vasco da Gama¥Vasco da Gama was aPortuguese explorer who begiorieg the east
African coast in 1497. In 1498, he reached the pb@alicut, on the southwestern coast
of India.

Treaty of Tordesillas: Treaty of Tordesillas was a treaty signed by Spaith Portugal in
1494 in which they agreed to honor an imaginaryddng line, drawn north to south,
through the Atlantic Ocean. The line was draweétile the rivalry between Spain and
Portugal. in 1493 by Pope Alexander VI who intetnekeep peace between the two
nations. He suggested All lands to the west ofitiee known as the Line of Demarcation,
would be Spain’s. These lands included most ofimericas. All lands to the east of the
line would belong to Portugal. Portugal complaitieat the line gave too much to Spain.
So it was moved farther west to include parts oflenn-day Brazil for the Portuguese.
Dutch East India CompanyDutch East India Companywas established in 1602éy
Dutch to engage in the exploration of the eastesridv This company was richer and

more powerful than England’s company.

SAQ 15.1:
In the phrase ‘God, glory, and gold’,gold repredbetdesire to grow rich. God represent the

desire to spread Christianity, and glory represiatechnological advancement the Europeans

desired to show.
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SAQ 15.2:

The goal of Prince Henry was to direct accessealtizzling wealth that lay beyond Europe.

The prince also wished to spread the Christiah fdihe man who helped him to achieve it was

Vasco da Gama a Portuguese explorer who beganraxptbe east African coast in 1497. In
1498, he reached the port of Calicut, on the soesitevn coast of India.

SAQ 15.3:Portugal, Spain, Holland, France and England.
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