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Vice-Chancellor's Message

The Distance Learning Centre is building on a st#idlition of over two decades of service
in the provision of External Studies Programme aow Distance Learning Education in
Nigeria and beyond. The Distance Learning mode h@chvwe are committed is providing
access to many deserving Nigerians in having adodsigher education especially those who
by the nature of their engagement do not haveukry of full time education. Recently, it is
contributing in no small measure to providing pat& teeming Nigerian youths who for one
reason or the other could not get admission irgactinventional universities.

These course materials have been written by wrggesially trained in ODL course delivery.
The writers have made great efforts to provideaugdte information, knowledge and skills in
the different disciplines and ensure that the nilteare user-friendly.

In addition to provision of course materials innpriand e-format, a lot of Information
Technology input has also gone into the deploymérburse materials. Most of them can be
downloaded from the DLC website and are availablaudio format which you can also
download into your mobile phones, IPod, MP3 amotigiodevices to allow you listen to the
audio study sessions. Some of the study sessioerialathave been scripted and are being
broadcast on the university’s Diamond Radio FM 10wvhile others have been delivered and
captured in audio-visual format in a classroom emment for use by our students. Detailed
information on availability and access is availablethe website. We will continue in our
efforts to provide and review course materialsdior courses.

However, for you to take advantage of these formais will need to improve on your L.T.
skills and develop requisite distance learning @welt It is well known that, for efficient and
effective provision of Distance learning educatienailability of appropriate and relevant
course materials is sine qua nonSo also, is the availability of multiple plat forfor the
convenience of our students. It is in fulfilmenttbis, that series of course materials are being
written to enable our students study at their oaoepand convenience.

It is our hope that you will put these course mateito the best use.

polilen]

Prof. Abel Idowu Olayinka
Vice-Chancellor



Foreword

As part of its vision of providing education fdriberty and Development” for Nigerians
and the International Community, the Universitylb&dan, Distance Learning Centre has
recently embarked on a vigorous repositioning agentich aimed at embracing a holistic
and all encompassing approach to the deliveryt®fQpen Distance Learning (ODL)
programmes. Thus we are committed to global besttiges in distance learning provision.
Apart from providing an efficient administrative caacademic support for our students, we
are committed to providing educational resourceenms for the use of our students. We are
convinced that, without an up-to-date, learneridig and distance learning compliant course
materials, there cannot be any basis to lay clainbding a provider of distance learning
education. Indeed, availability of appropriate s@umaterials in multiple formats is the hub
of any distance learning provision worldwide.

In view of the above, we are vigorously pursuingaamatter of priority, the provision of
credible, learner-friendly and interactive courseatenials for all our courses. We
commissioned the authoring of, and review of coumsgerials to teams of experts and their
outputs were subjected to rigorous peer reviewnsuee standard. The approach not only
emphasizes cognitive knowledge, but also skills lmmehane values which are at the core of
education, even in an ICT age.

The development of the materials which is on-gatsp had input from experienced editors
and illustrators who have ensured that they ararate, current and learner-friendly. They are
specially written with distance learners in minchidTis very important because, distance
learning involves non-residential students who ctien feel isolated from the community of
learners.

It is important to note that, for a distance leanmeexcel there is the need to source and read
relevant materials apart from this course matefiaérefore, adequate supplementary reading
materials as well as other information sourcesaggested in the course materials.

Apart from the responsibility for you to read tluisurse material with others, you are also
advised to seek assistance from your course fatoitd especially academic advisors during
your study even before the interactive session wisidy design for revision. Your academic
advisors will assist you using convenient technglogluding Google Hang Out, You Tube,
Talk Fusion, etc. but you have to take advantaginede. It is also going to be of immense
advantage if you complete assignments as at whersaas to have necessary feedbacks as a
guide.

The implication of the above is that, a distancarder has a responsibility to develop
requisite distance learning culture which includégent and disciplined self-study, seeking
available administrative and academic support aeduiaition of basic information
technology skills. This is why you are encourageddvelop your computer skills by availing
yourself the opportunity of training that the Cefgrprovide and put these into use.



In conclusion, it is envisaged that the course nmasewould also be useful for the regular
students of tertiary institutions in Nigeria whoeafaced with a dearth of high quality
textbooks. We are therefore, delighted to preseesd titles to both our distance learning
students and the university’s regular students. a¥éeconfident that the materials will be an
invaluable resource to all.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewensl @roduction staff for the high quality of
work.

Best wishes.

O . ==

Professor Bayo Okunade
Director
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About this course manual

About this course manual

Expansion of Europe 15th-17th Century HDS104 has)hwoduced by
University of Ibadan Distance Learning Centre. Abburse manuals
produced by University of Ibadan Distance Learrantreare structured
in the same way, as outlined below.

How this course manual is

structured

The course overview

The course overview gives you a general introdadiiothe course.
Information contained in the course overview wilelfh you
determine:

= [f the course is suitable for you.

= What you will already need to know.

= What you can expect from the course.

= How much time you will need to invest to complédte tourse.
The overview also provides guidance on:

= Study skills.

= Where to get help.

= Course assignments and assessments.

= Margin icons.

We strongly recommend that you read the overviawefully
before starting your study.

The course content

The course is broken down into Study Sessions. Esichly
Session comprises:

= An introduction to the Study Session content.
= Study Session outcomes.

= Core content of the Study Session with a varietyeafning
activities.

= A Study Session summary.
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= Assignments and/or assessments, as applicable.

Bibliography

Your comments

After completing Expansion of Europe 15th-17th @entwe
would appreciate it if you would take a few mometdsgive us
your feedback on any aspect of this course. Yoedidack might
include comments on:

Course content and structure.

Course reading materials and resources.

Course assignments.

Course assessments.

Course duration.

Course support (assigned tutors, technical hetp), et

Your constructive feedback will help us to improsed enhance
this course.



Course Overview

Course Overview

Welcome to Expansion of
Europe 15th-17th
CenturyHDS104%

This course examined extensively how European cagnt
expanded their dominations beyond their territories the

hinterlands of Africa, Asia and Americas, coveritng period of
15" -17" centuries. Thus, the rationale behind this coiss®

expose students to the various activities thatspmed before,
during and after European Expansionists, as thagefally

acquired, controlled dominated, and subverted teace@ful co-
existence that was in vogue in these affected areas

The first session discussed extensively on the auoan and
political developments in Europe that disposed peam states and
peoples to embark on an outwards expansion tortothmknown
lands. The second session move some steps awagoking at
how the spirit of the renaissance that characterizerope during
the era under discourse must have considerablyedhie attitude
of Europeans towards exploration.

The next three sessions discussed how curiositgrbeca major
feature of period of enlightenment which marked dlegelopment
of an inquisitive mind —set. All over Europe, thee was to fuse
with a number of other factors in initiating ovevat centuries of
great explorations and exploitation of other pesgkgritories by
European states and peoples. Also discussed isess@ons were
those tools that assisted them in carrying outriigsion. Between
the mid fifteenth century and late seventeenthuwgntEuropeans
visited almost all the regions of the globe acd#edby sea. These
voyages of discovery were facilitated and/or madssiple due to
two crucial elements; the technical changes initlseuments for
and skill of navigation and the financial backirigreceived. All

these became the focus of the next two sessions.

Of all the European states involved in the maritiexplorations
between the 1% and the 1% centuries, Portugal was the first to
embark on such a venture, followed by Spain, FraBogland and
Netherland. Thus, session eight, nine and ten sed&kd out the
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circumstances that enabled these countries plaly pianeering
roles.

Session eleven captured Europe’s relations witlergpiarts of the
globe during the Age of Exploration and its -reaching
consequences on wd history. Thus, the session presents how
phenomenon has transformed the political, econodeimographir
and soci-cultural landscape of world affairs.

Course outcomes

Upon completion ofExpansion of Europe 15-17th Century
HDS10¢ you will be able to:

= Give detail account of how Portugal, Spain, Holland,neg
and England championed the course of European sixpam
@ the 13" and 17" centuries.
» |dentify and explain major motives describing the basit
Outcomes European expansion.
= Describeand explain the tools that aided European voy
between the fifteen and the seventeenth centt
= Givedetail reasons why finance is very essential incingrse
of European expansion and who provided the requined.
» Describe in details the various activities of Portugu
sponsored explorers and their voyages of discos.
= critically examinethe impact of European expans
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Getting around this course manual

Margin icons

While working through thiscourse manualou will notice the
frequent use of margin icons. These icons servésignpost” a
particular piece of text, a new task or changeciiviy; they have
been included to help you to find your way arouhd course

manua.

A complete icon set is shown below. We suggest tyau

familiarize yourself with the icons and their meanibefore

starting your stud

Q)

=l

Activity Assessment Assignment Case study
Discussion Group Activity Help Outcomes
L I

Note Reflection Reading Study skills

o7 W v

Summary Terminology Time Tip




Study Session 1Europe on the Eve of Expansion

Study Session 1

Europe on the Eve of Expansion

Introduction

In this study session, you will learn about the amgon of
Europeans to other lands. This session discLextensively on the
economic and political developments in Europe tHesposec
European states and peoples to embark on an owwapmhnsiol
to hitherto unknown lanc

Learning Outcomes

©

Outcomes

Terminology

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta

1.1 Describe how Portugal, Spain, Hollafdance aniEngland
championed the course of European expansion irL&"
and 17" centuries.

Feudalism The dominant social system in medieval Eurc
in which the nobility held lands from the Crn
in exchange for military service, and vassals v
in turn tenants of the nobles, while the peas
(villeins or serfs) were obliged to live on th
lord's land and give him homage, labour, ar
share of the produce, notionally in exchange
military protection.

Reconnaissance | A military observation of a region to locate
enemy or ascertain strategic featt

1.1 Conceptualizing Expansion of Europe

By the term expansion in this course, we are riefgrirst to the
expansion in knowledge of the Europeans about tistesice o
other habitable parts of the globe hitherto unknotenthem.
Furthermore, it goes beyond mere discovery to tkerose of
influence and eventually colonization of these disted area
about which very little was known before the wake tlese



HDS104

Expansion of Europe 15th-17th Century

discoveries. As we shall see, the effort at eiffecbccupation of
the newly discovered lands was to become necessasther to
maximize the gains of discovery. Apart from therease in
knowledge and occupation of hitherto unknown tends, the
expansion of Europe can also be viewed from thepgetive of the
spread of European culture to order lands.

In looking at the nations that were involved in #wepansion of
Europe between the fifteenth and seventeenth desfutive of
them stood out. They are Portugal, Spain, HollgAgnce and
England. These five, were active in several contsiewhere they
acquired several possessions in terms of terrgodenongst the
areas covered are Africa, Asia, North America, THest Indies,
South America and the Far East.

1.1.1 Situation in Europe by 15t Century

Perhaps at this juncture, it will be pertinent xamine the general
situation in Europe on the eve of European rec@saaice and
eventually expansion. This is important becausepeuiod 15' to
17" century focuses on the era during which the fotiadafor
European domination over other parts of the wordd Vaid.

Before the 15 century, Europeans had little or no knowledge &bou
certain areas that they eventually travelled toditrga and
conquering the inhabitants of these areas or diyanfuencing
the people’s way of life.

By the 11" century Europe had already developed trading links
with the Orient carried out through maritime anthmd routes. In
this trade, the Mediterranean was the high way lwHioked
different inland routes with services of middlemewhile
Europeans sought for goods such as silk, spicefympes, ivory
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wines and carpets, they exchanged these for matnkppean
textile products.

In 1300 AD, Europe began to face economic diffiesl arising
from bad climate and the accompanying drop in adjtical
production. There was also the growing cost of @caing wars of
expansion and internal consolidation which werepam during
this period. The financial burden for these wargddy fell on the
peasants who over time became over-stretched arahdially
exhausted. This situation generated what has leferred to as the
‘crisis of feudalism’. A situation in which the psantry in Europe
had been subjected to the highest form of exploiaind taxation
such that nothing more could be done to furtheraektany
financial resources from them. It therefore becapgarent that the
ruling class had to look elsewhere in their sedothan alternative
solution.

The way out of this economic malady, it was fedty lin the

discovery of new frontiers for the purpose of gatiag additional

surpluses either inform of agricultural productasticles of trade
such as gold and silver. This panacea to Europmiaamic crisis

meant the ceasing and redistributing of resourgadadle beyond

the frontiers of Europe. Achieving this would nesarily have to
be by force, and this would logically mean an iase in the

production of instruments of war and the trainirfgsoldiers and

sailors. It will also require the financing and mtanhance of
military operations outside Europe. The successthievement of
this solution enabled Europe to live beyond its mse@and has since
then sought to maintain and even improve its stahOg further

entrenching its predatory economic activities om ¢ther parts of
the world.

Furthermore, the financial commitment required tabark on
voyages of discovery was beyond the capacity aflsimerchants
or groups of them. It was at this stage that tlagestame in and
provided the initial arms and ships and the offigi@otection
against competition. To reciprocate this gestusenfthe crown, the
sailor-merchants brought in most of their plundgrio the crowns
and loaned money to them. Suffice it to note thahe close of the
Fourteenth century some European countries wer@tiag to
look outside Europe and dreamt dreams of acquirthg
supposedly huge wealth that lay beyond their fevati

Again, by the beginning of the fifteenth centulslamic religion
was the most expanding religion and had sweptht@pe. In fact
the Mediterranean littoral was completely taken roby the
Muslims, such that it would be appropriate to diéscrthe
Mediterranean Sea as a Muslim lake. The consequehdie
Muslim presence, along the Mediterranean coastitwatisruption
of Europe’s age long trade with the Orient. Europezerchants
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and ships were made to pay very high tariff anfedéht fees for
their use of the route. This of course hiked prinpsand made
things difficult for European Merchants. It wasréfere necessary
that an alternative route be sought to the EagbroEurope to rise
in arms against the Muslims.

This last solution, was not possible, because aasbpean states
had been weakened by the earlier series of waramedh upon
while consolidating their states. Moreover, Eurépeed the threat
of the Muslims who had fallen under the leadergtiithe Ottoman
Turk then championing the course of expanding tioatiers of
Islam. Therefore, apart from the almost economi@uatation of
the Orient from Europe, there was also a religiand political
dimensions to due threat posed by the followerMohammedan
faith. The re-emergence of Muslims was regarded tlaes
continuation of an on-going process of military araligious
rivalry between Christian Europe and the Muslims fehich
several crusades had already been fought.

ITQ

Question

What were the first major difficulties encountergg Europeans
Explorers to the hinterlands during the course afroRean
expansion?

Feedback

These were problems of bad climate coupled withpdmo
Agricultural Production over time.

It will be appropriate at this juncture to take gslaots of what the
situation was like in the various countries thaaropioned the
European expansion.

Portugal which became independent in the twelftituoy and later
pioneered the expansionist drive was a poor agraraintry of
less than a million citizens by the beginning ot thifteenth
century. She had earlier on suffered several iovasiand
dominations (of the Moors and Castile), she finalhook off the
cloak of the Castilian authority. Lacking in sufént hinterland for
agricultural purposes, due to her location on thastal strip of
Iberian Peninsula, Portuguese citizens were larfighermen and
merchants. They supplied Europe with fish and aatt traded in
olive oil, wines, dyes and grains. Due to theitdmisal experiences
of fighting to maintain their independence in thecd of the
Castilian annexation, the Portuguese became vegngmious.
Thus by the beginning of our period, they had alyeaxamined the
possibilities of using the high seas and oceans aseans of
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expansion; especially as she is placed at a sttapaggition of
departure through the se

Portuguese occupation in the earh\" century include; agraria
economy, fishing and merchants. Their major exportdude;
fish, salt, olive oil, wines, dyes and gra

Note

The union of the Aragon and Castile kingdoms (Feadd anc
Isabella) which began in 1469 was to produce a polw&gain
that was able to -conquer Granadathe last vestige of Muslir
occupation of Spai—in 1492. Due to the problems of pushing
Muslims away from the Iberian Peninsula and theirag from the
new fusion of hitherto independent states, then&on of the
leaders was geared towards internal consolidatather thar
maritime exploratior

While Aragon produced good sailors, traders and -makers
whose activities were largely limited to the Mediémean, Castil
had more interest in the Atlanticcean. This interest resulted in |
successful occupation of Canary Islands at 1475ctmaebinatior
of Castilian seamanship and courage, coupled vhi¢h skills of
Aragon Navigators produced the likes of Christopgbelumbus

The Dutch before the end ohe fourteenth century, had domina
the Sea borne trade between the Baltic and WeEierope. As ¢
people, they generated substantial part of theoorre from
fishing. Though, not a mainly seafaring populatitreir activities
and geographical positi made it imperative that they depend
the seas and it was only a matter of time for themmaster the us
of the sea:

« Dutch main occupation in the early ™ century was
fishing.

. England Economy in the £Zentury was mainly agraria
And their major production was production of Wo

By the thirteenth century England was an agrarianntry that
looked inwards in order to ra her gross domestic product. £
produced the finest wool in Europe. Howevat the wake of our
period, she began to manufacture wool instead \wf e&port of
wool. This change in gear meant an outward oriemtadf the
economy such that the bulk of her produce will hdgebe
exported. This logically meant the constructionnefr ships and

11
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engagement of more sailors in order to enhancee teautl wider
English commercial operatiol

Like England and Holland, the French entered thee réor
discoveries because of the power, prestige and thvesiich
adventure bestowed on successfiuropean nations. Also tt
Spanish and Portuguese exclusive claim to new féamd and se
routes was detested by other European countriefhaaaambition:
of embarking on territorial expansion of furtheriofytheir trading
activities

France, havin@chieved political centralisation and some mea
of economic stability without dependence on foreigredits,
concentrated on home grown agriculture surplusesirfoome
However, as earlier mentioned, because of the naistip claims
of Spain and Pcugal and not wanting to be left behind by
European neighbours, France had began to look odgwaduring
our period

ITQ

Questior

Can you iame the five major Countries that championed
course of European expansion in th™ and 17trcenturies?

Feedbacl

These Countries were Portugal, Spain, Holland, ¢gaanc
England

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this study session, you have learned that:

1. Europe at the beginning of the fourteenth centargdly
looked inwards as agriculturabmmunities, and those wil
looked outwards did so largely for trading purpogsgth
their immediate neighbours.

2. With the passage of the time, the profit motive in m
merchants increased and it became necessary tofdo
other sources of wealth outsitheir frontiers

3. In attempting to tap the resources of the yet wudisred
lands of riches, the capital of financiers and plodtical
backing of the state were required.

4. While the finance was largely provided by the martl
class, the nobility and therown provided the politice
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coverage.

5. The governments of these Countries, initially atiten
these expansions, later encouraged and subsequently
sought to control them due perhaps to the prdfigd tvas
supposedly accruing from the explorations.

Assessment

Discuss the major activities that characterized opean
expansion to the hinterlands.

Assignment

Bibliography
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Study Session 2

Attitudes and Motives for Expansion

Introduction

This sudy session movesome steps forwa from previous
session by looking at how the spirit of the reramise tha
characterized Europe during the era under discoomgst have
considerably shaped the attitude of Europeans tisvaxploratior

Curiosity was a major feature of this period ofightenment which
marked by the development of an inquisitive m-set. All over
Europe, the urge was to fuse with a number of ofhetors in
initiating over two centuries of great exploraticarsd exploitatior
of other peoples territories by Europeaates and peoples. The
factors remain the major focus of this study ses

Learning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta
2.1 Identify and explain major motives describing thasis of

European expansi

Outcomes

Terminology

Nobles

A person relating to, or belonging to social cl

Lords

A person who acts in a superior and dominee
manner towards (someone)

2.1 Motives for European Expansion

QY

14

The desire for wealth
The desire to explore
The desire tepread the Catholic faith to the nati




Study Session 2Attitudes and Motives for Expansion

Various reasons have been adduced in explaining Exlrgpeans
embarked on overseas ventures from the fifteentucg Primary
amongst these are the economic and religious read®efore
venturing into these two critical factors, it witle pertinent to
briefly examine the prevailing attitude in Europehee time.

It is important to note that the renaissance whieban in Italy had
spread to other parts of Europe at the beginnirnthefL3" century.

A major feature of the renaissance was the fadtitisimulated a
genuine curiosity in the minds of people and whis tcame the
passion for classical learning. The spirit of csityp was a leading
characteristic of the renaissance. The men ofrihevere interested
in absorbing knowledge rather than digesting it;atnass rather
than to select. It was largely this attitude thalvgnised them to
conquer new frontiers. This curiosity that was spdrby the

renaissance was shared not only by scholars buyiringes and
men of action. It is therefore the case that in somays the
voyages of discovery were part of a general urgéeéon more
which had come with the renaissance. It wasditistion coupled
with the two critical factors mentioned earlier tthexplain the

causes for the European Expansion.

The twin factors of economy and religion were paouled by great
explorers and statesmen of the period in very unegal terms.

Bartholomew Diaz, in a frank observation declarteat he and his
colleagues went “ to the Indies to serve God arsdnm@jesty, to
give light to those who were in darkness and tongrich as all

men desired to do”. In the same vain Vasco da Gaifiter his

arrival at Calicut proclaimed to his Indian hostatthe had come in
search of Christians and spices. The economic maotiguld be

better understood against the happenings in Euepe their

perception of other undiscovered lands.

The major motives explaining the basis of Europegransion are;
Economic, Religious, Knowledge motives.

The principal sources of wealth were land and lab@he most
attractive way of becoming wealthy was to own th&ssors of
production. However land and labour in Europe keetbe fifteenth
century were concentrated in the hands of nobldskargs who as
manorial lords owned lands occupied by a diligent alocile

peasantry. Thus the only opportunity for ambitiousn to own or
expand their estate was acquisition of land outsiigope.
Therefore, nobles who wished to expand their estatemiddle
class merchants and adventurous farmers who wighé&e their
own masters by avoiding the harsh obligation impodsy

feudalistic Europe embarked on the seizure of landide Europe.
It is for this reason that Madeira, Canary Islaadd Azores (all off
the Northwest African coastline) were captured plashtations set
up. The experiment was an economic success as Maoetame

15
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an exporter of sugar and wine while Azores bred ekt
livestock. These successes spurred rumours ofefutéimds to be
discovered and acquired in the Atlantic for the poges of
profitable economic ventures.

Furthermore, a less obvious source of wealth wassiment in
long distance trade. The most valued commoditidsastern origin
were spices, silk, ivory and precious stones whehe exchanged
for high quality textiles from Europe. The Meditmean waterway
through which the trade was carried out was dorathéty Italian
merchants (Venetians and Genoese). This maritiadetwvas the
envy of other European nations and Portugal ankiolooked
forward to such lucrative trade. Possessing a sagfgopulation
and a commercial class that was emancipated frackirgy to
feudalism, they were willing to venture into thelgkttic Coast to
trade in lucrative commodities such as gold, spaessugar. They
had to turn to the Atlantic as an alternative bseauhe
Mediterranean was well guided by Italian monopslistith a
formidable naval force. Added to the Italian manii monopoly
was the appearance of Muslims in the Mediterraregin, their
fishing activities from which they are renownedykdhem into the
Atlantic and Icelandic waters. Fishing was therefone of their
principal interest in the Northwest Coast of Aftica

In turning to the Atlantic, the Portuguese andrldteir Spanish
neighbours were encouraged by the information gathas regards
the riches thought to be in West African kingdonighe Guinea
forest. By 1375, a Spanish Jew had drawn the maffrafa that

was to become famous in Europe. At the centreefriap was the
figure of a Negro monarch (Mansa Musa) and it wernther to

indicate that gold was so abundant in the land thatking was
“the richest and most noble in all the land”. Thiepresentation
fired the imagination of the Spaniards and otheopgean. Though
gold filtered into Europe, this was through Mushmddlemen who
were regarded as hostile. It was therefore the tnbof people

like prince Henry of Portugal to by pass them aataj the source
directly.

The search of gold occupied a prime place becalise scarcity in
Europe. It was therefore felt that a monopoly &f source will
automatically bring with it wealth and power. Theasch for an
alternative route will therefore imply a changenfrats Caravan
source to Caravel.

Another major motive for European overseas ventimehie 1%
century was their religious zeal. This manifestedhieir desire to
check the excesses of the Muslims incursions irdgasapreviously
occupied by Europeans and also the possibility afiverting
unbelievers to Christianity. Given the Muslims ggation of the
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Mediterranean and their growing strength, there wesd for a
reliable ally to march and if possible ward off teslim menace.
The East was seen as a possible place to findessuely because it
was felt that it was populated by Christians. Itsweelieved that
Prester John, a saintly Christian ruler somewherthé East who
had so much riches and very large army could beocapgped for
assistance against the Muslims. However when ndéws oon-
existent Prester John in Asia filtered into Eurdyyethe thirteenth
century, it was assumed that he must be somewinerfrica,
particularly Abyssinia.

The essence of this legend and its importance tas uhat it

remained a source of speculation and inspirationviyages of
exploration. It was also felt that Islamic religioll be checked if

the Muslims abode along the Mediterranean couldifeemvented

and attacked from the rear. It is in the light loé tabove that the
voyages were regarded in certain circles as a rogation of the
crusades. Christopher Columbus and Henry the Nuorigaere

considerably influenced by this religious factor.

ITQ

Question

Which of the following was not part of the motivegplaining
reasons for European expansion?

(A) Economic motives

(B) Religious motives

(C) Need to explore so as to acquire more knowledge
(D) Political motives

Feedback

D- Political motives

ITQ

Question

What was the hallmark of curiosity spirit charaisieg
renaissance period in Europe?

Feedback
The need to absorb knowledge
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Study Session Summary

/o7

Summary

2.

In this Study Sessic you have learned that:
1.

The economic and religious motivesplaining reasons fc
European expansion.

That neither of them nor even both of them adeque
explains why Europeans embarked on missions
discovery and expansion.

What adequately explains it is a collage of factofrshe
reawakening associated witlenaissance, the econor
and the religious factors.

These three, coupled with a favourable dispositadt
Europeans and developments around them propeléed
into centuries of exploration and exploitation @ndls
hitherto unknown to them.

Assessment

Assignment

2.1 List and explain briefly motives behind the expansiof

European Countries to the hinterlands

Bibliography
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Study Session 3

Introduction

Tools of Discovery

Having discussed the motives of European expansan,nexi
focus is on those toc that assisted them in carrying out t
mission. Between the mid fifteenth century and ls¢®enteent
century, Europeans visited almost all the regiohshe globe
accessible by se These voyages of discovery were facilita
and/or made possible dito two crucial elements; the techni
changes in the instruments for and skill of navagatand the
financial backing it received. Thus, our major fedu this study
session is to find out in details what these tezdinnstruments ar
and the sourceof the finances with which the voyages w
sponsorel

Learning Outcomes

©

Outcomes

Terminology

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta

5.1 Describe and explain the tools that aided Europeamages
between the fifteen and the seventeenth cent

5.2 Give detail reasons why finance is very essemntighée cours:
of European expansion and who provided the reqdined

Navigation The process or activity of accurately ascertait
one's position and planning and following a rc

Bearing A person's way of standing or mov

3.1 Technical Tools - Maps Ships & Guns

By technica tools, we are referring to the ships, maps, cheants
guns that were of significant importance to Europeaplorers o
our period of discourse. The era betwthe second half of th
fifteen century and the end of the seventeenthucgnnarked ¢
rapid expansion of geographical knowledge and g@i@tion of
science and technology in enhancing the instrumamsvigation.

19
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In the post-1400 years, several break-through thrtelogical
development were made that positively impactedhenefforts of
Europeans at overseas ventures.

There was the concentration of Europeans on theysuof
geography and astronomy with particular emphasisam it could
be useful in solving practical problems of navigati There was
improvement in the knowledge of chart making wikte taid of
astronomers and geographers. Through their cottiig)
Europeans became more aware of the fact that thie isspherical
rather than flat. It must be noted that it was &mgeographers such
as Ptolemy and several Arab geographers that ¢ede¢lce notion
of the earth been flat. For our purpose these wrartgpns about
the nature of the earth that was erased, furthéroltaned sailors
to venture far into the high seas, as their eaféiars of falling off
the surface of the earth became a thing of the pasthermore the
new charts that were drawn, guided sailors at sehmade it
possible for them not to stick to the coastlines ttee sake of
getting their bearing.

As a consequence of this improvement in geograpkitcavledge,
sailors could now afford to lose sight of land whihey relied on
estimates of latitudes and longitudes which helpegagers in
determining distance from north to south. This dedpwith the
perfection of the compass which had been in useesitne
thirteenth century contributed immensely to the kvot European
expansionist.

Ships represented another valuable tool of disgovérhe

application of science and technology radicallyerad its

efficiency, capacity, speed and functions. The Shiped before
fifteenth were usually not big enough to carry &argumbers and
lacked adequate space to carry food for a long g@yar bear
substantial cargo. Moreover, they depended on weed had
limited range in the ocean. Consequently most e$éhships could
not withstand storms and the strong winds in thiargic Ocean.
This made them unsuitable for exploration.

However, in the fifteenth there was considerableettgpment of
skill in building ships and in handling the newdar ships. By the
sixteenth century, European ships that were hiharferior to
those from the Eastern terms of design and workmarsad been
greatly improved to become the best in the worldtarms of
seaworthiness, endurance, capacity and fightingepounlike the
clumsy ships of pre-1400, the new sailing vesselddccope with
strong Atlantic winds, had more space for seamehcangoes. The
designs, which were a product of oriental and Eeaopdeas, were
modified constantly, in response to the experiemfeseamen and
what they needed in the high sea.
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Indeed the ascendancy and domination by Europe&rather
peoples of the world can be linked with their depehent of the
ship. This is so when cognisance of the fact isitakhat for a long
time, the sea remained one of the most importaryswé moving
cargo and fighting forces from one part of the glod another. It is
therefore not surprising that with the developnudrather efficient
and effective means of mobility such as the aitcthe importance
of the sea as a major highway diminished and sdldidstatus of
European nations in the world politics.

Another vital tool for overseas expansion was the. gsuns were
needed to subjugate uncooperative autochthonouglgseof the

different areas expanded to or to fortify estalddisettlements.
Naval gunnery thus helped voyagers to fight thestywhrough

hostile regions like the case of Cortes in Mexmothe encounters
with Arabs at the Indian Ocean.

The development of firearms, especially as it affe@mval gunnery
gave European sailors great advantages over wafized groups.

It also instilled in them a courageous spirit, sirtbey knew that
they were well equipped; as they became able tendednd defeat
even groups that were superior to them in termsuaibers.

Although gunpowder was not a European inventiontheyend of
the fourteenth century firearms were being manufecd all over
Europe and by the fifteenth century artillery hadeeged as an
important weapon of war. The invention of artillegreatly
revolutionarized naval warfare. Before its inventidighting men
on board a ship often sought to kill as many metherenemy ship
as possible. The implication was that the ships tade close to
each other. However, with the invention, most Eesyp ships
began to carry this weapon. Exactly, when thistestiais shrouded
in obscurity, but we do know that with it, theresva change in
naval tactics as Europeans now sought to use Hréllery in
sinking enemy vessels from a distance instead mingi at the
foot-soldiers on board. Furthermore, it made itgtlale to sail close
to the coast and from the coastline, bombard osbr
uncooperative groups, without disembarking from shg. Lastly
it made it possible for few Europeans to take oerawielming
populations of such groups of people in a confriiota The
artilleries were usually mounted between decks whih sides of
the ship pierced in such a way as to provide omefon shooting.
From the round - pot opening that made for onlgight firing, the
subsequent ships were modified in such a way that range
covered by the artillery was much wider in scopke Technical
superiority in ships and guns and the judiciousliegion of both
ensured the continuous development in Europearostmn and
the permanence of its results.

21
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ITQ

Questior

Which of the following was not among the technitabls thai
aided European expansion in the 14C

(A) Ships

(B) Maps

(C) Charts

(D) Satellite

Feedbacl

Answer is D- Satellite

3.2 Financial Tool

Overseas expansion therefore meant an increadeeiscale and
intensity of war and logically, the production efrmments. It als
demanded for the training of soldiers, sailors amanaintaining
military outposts in places where they had esthblisforts

Providing for all these would require a lot cnance and this bring
us to the last important tool of discovery whichtlh® issue o
financial backing. The saliency of this last fadtes in the fact the
it formed the bedrock of adapting technologicalowations anc
ideas to the building of shigand manufacturing of artilleries.
must be borne in mind that in Europe of our perithstre was
serious primitive accumulation of capital in suctvay that it was
concentrated in very few lar

Two major sources of finance to the European Exrs in the
17" century were: government and firms/compat

There were just two avenues open to voyagers wheded
financial backing. The first was government finamnee the cour
often personified by the King and the second ig pravided by
commercial firms and companies. It must be noted liefore the
fiftteenth century some European states like Italydeadup firms
constituted mostly by wealthy merchants who hackregt in
trading with the cities around the Mediterraneamsexample wa
later follows by Portugal, Spain, Holland and EmglaThese firrs
were the ones that later came up to finance théoeatns. Fol
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example, the Dutch East Indian company contribirtefinancing
several voyage

With regards to government support, it can be gaatl without the
backing of the rulers of the Europeatates, most of th
expeditions would not have taken place. Prince {esponsorec
substantial number of the voyages down the Africaastline. The
voyage of Bartholomew Diaz was under taken undegKiohn II
(1481-1495) who provided the financial bang. The Spanish
government financed Columbus’ trips while Englangyraentec
the finances of John Cabot for his expedition ® Americas an
same for Hawkins for a trip to the Guinea cc

ITQ

Questior

Why do we refer to financial tool as the bedrcof adapting
technological innovations and ideas of Europearaesion

Feedbacl

This is because, without financial tool, Europeapamsion won'i
have been success

Study Session Summary

In this Study Sessic you have learnt that;
@7 1. Betweenthe mid fifteenth century and late seventee
century Europeans visited almost all the regionghefglobe
Summary accessible by sea.
2. These voyages of discovery were facilitated andfade
possible due to two crucial elements; the techroebahges it
the instuments for and skill of navigation and the finah

backing it received.
3. Technical tools employedere ships, maps, charts aruns.

Assessment

3.1 Identify and discuss the technical tools thatilitated
European efforts to reach new landluring the age

discovery.
3.2 Examine the contention that finance remains hest
Assignment important tool of discovery during the age discgv
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Study Session 4

The Portuguese Pacesetters

Introduction

Of all the European states involved in the maritiexplorations
between the I and the 1% centuries, Portugal was the first
embark on such a venture. This study sestherefore exposes yt
to the circumstances that enabled the Portuguese qlal &
pioneering role.

Learning Outcomes

When you have studied tfsession, you should be able
1. ldentify the salient roles played by Prince Henre
Navigator in shaping Portuguese involvement in seat
exploration.

Outcomes 2. Describe in details the various activities of Pouesg
sponsored explorers and their voyages ccoveries.
Terminology
Voyage A long journey involving travel by sea or
space.
Exploration The action of exploring(investigation, study
observe etc.) an unfamiliar ar
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4.1 Prince Henry - The Navigator

In our examination of the pacesetting efforts a& Bortuguese in
European attempts at overseas expansion betweénalD1498,

the towering influence of Prince Henry otherwiseown as the

navigator in determining the pace and directioreafly voyages
cannot be sidelined. It would therefore be appsadprio start with
the contributions of Henry, for only with this bagkund would

the pioneering efforts of Portugal during the afjeegonnaissance
would become clear. Put differently, the contribo§ of Prince
Henry made it possible for the Portuguese to piortagopean

overseas expansion during our period.

Two views exist as regards the place of Prince {enthe history
of Portuguese expansion some think that his role haen
exaggerated while others opine that he deservesethghasis
placed on him. No one can however deny that he naadejor
contribution to the history of European exploration

Prince Henry was one of the sons of King JohnPaftugal. It is a
truism that Henry did not travel beyond Ceuta inrbbzo and yet
the appellation the ‘Navigator’ has become synonysnwith his
name. This is perhaps in recognition of the Priasethe prime
mover of explorers, the planner, financier and stiper of several
voyages that were embarked upon during his lifetilvden the

26
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impact of these voyagers he stimulated is takem cagnisance,
then it will not be too surprising why he is so reinthe navigator.

It was his determination which launched Portugalaocentury of
voyaging, discovery conquering on a scale unpretedein world

history. A noble by birth and also in spirit, hesMarave in heart
and had a fantastic vision geared towards deedshwivould

improve and expand the glory of Portugal and Cémdom. In

1415 when Henry was just twenty-one years, hisefatled a
Portuguese expedition across the straight and bt Muslim
stronghold at the Moroccan seaport of Ceuta. Tditng, while the
expedition was partly aimed as a striking blow aghaithe
Muslims, it was also to offer his sons who werdéoknighted, an
opportunity to win their spurs in real battle.

For young Henry, the Ceuta expediton afforded han
opportunity to further study Africa, its peoplesade routes and
collect information about its resources. He reagiveports about
the gold trade of the Moors and sought to deterrttieeextent of
Mohammedianpower in Africa. For the purpose of European
expansion, the occupation of Ceuta represents al situation in
which an European nation possessed an overseawrierin
undertaking the administration and defence of gapert, they had
begun a process of European colonization.

It has been argued that the experiences and infanmgathered at
Ceuta by Prince Henry was a powerful tonic and w@amt which
fired his imagination and conditioned his aspinasidor the rest of
his lifetime. For the first time, he was broughtdao face with the
Muslim world. Ceuta also pointed the way down thé&ican
coastline and he was filled with the limitless pbsisies awaiting
his countrymen, if only they had the initiative alehdership to
take the advantage of the opportunity.

Having learnt from the Moorish prisoner about tlagawvan routes
of the rich trading centres on the Gambia and tid goast, Henry
aspired to outflank the great western shoulderfata to reach the
Guinea. Also, he recognised that he had to outfthekGuinea to
reach the southern end of Africa and perhaps, Afiteelf to reach
the Indies. It is from this perspective that Heargfrican voyages
and subsequent exploration of Guinea were the imated
consequences of the conquest of Ceuta.

Before the fall of Ceuta, Portuguese exploratioad heen casual
activity of voyages into the unknown, had been agimy;

unplanned and occasional. Records pertaining th discoveries
were either scanty or non-existent. But with theemsgance of
Henry into the scene, things began to change. Hiaydown a
definite geographical policy, made a systematic aodtinuous
campaign for exploration. Furthermore, he madeodisty an art
and science and made exploration of new landsianadinterest.
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By 1419 when he was made the governor of Algarvegwthern
province of Portugal, Henry proceeded to Sagresityaat the
southern tip of his southern province. Here at 8adrne established
the now famous academy for navigation. In the mucd
establishing the school, he assembled talented esgam
cartographers, astronomers, shipbuilders, geograred experts
from different professional callings that had sammg to
contribute to the enhancement of the voyages hassped. In
bringing these experts together, he did not limihdelf to the
Portuguese alone but invited Italians, Castiliddanes and even
Arabs who wished to serve.

From his school of navigation, he selected his aiapt and had
them well instructed. He updated his maps with eagw
discovery and this aided future explorers. As aultesSagres
Academy became the melting pot of ideas all overopsel and
helped voyages of discovery to gain momentum. Tlead&dmy
distinguished itself in two main areas. These arethie art of
shipbuilding and map making. A lot of chart drawivgs done at
Sagres to the benefit of many sailors. As for thgps made in
Sagres, Cadamosto noted that the ships emanating Portugal
became reputed as the best in Europe. Of courseldbigns of
these ships were in most cases drawn at Sagres.

The actual proof of the accomplishment of the Sadreademy is

exemplified by the Henrician voyages and the colonial
development which resulted from them. Henry’'s fiestterprise

was the conquest and the colonisation of the Atdstands. It is

true that the Islands of Madeira and Azores hadablty been

visited by Genoese in the middle of the fourteesghtury yet the

effective colonisations of the two Islands are teztito Henry.

ITQ

Question

In what year was Prince Henry became the goverhalgarve?
Feedback

Answer: 1419

4.2 The Portuguese Voyages of Discovery

28

By the time of Henry's death in1460, about two themd of the
African coastlines had been discovered. In 1434| Bannes
rounded Cape Bojador after much persuasion fromcBrHenry.
Hitherto, no exploration had gone beyond the capé¢hke imagined
danger that lay beyond the cape. This fear stemfrmd the
erroneous belief that all whites who went beyonel ¢ape would
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turn to Negroes because of the scorching tropical 3o some
others, there was the notion of the sea beyondcépe being
boiling hot and so injurious to sailors. It is aggithis background
that the successful rounding of the cape represeshtattering of a
psychological obstacle that had all along kepiossiin check. The
shattering of this myth, threw the Atlantic, sootithe Cape, open
to explorations as more explorers now had the gmuta embark
on voyages down the coast. It is therefore notrging that the
following year Alfonso Baldaya (one of Prince Hesrgailors}
covered over four hundred miles beyond Cape Bojalgr1436
the Portuguese had reached Rio de Ouro (River @)Go

The 1440s also marked significant leap in the Rorge
exploration venture. They got to Cape Blanco aner lproceeded
to discover the mouth of Senegal and Gambia. 2 X2dpeVerde
Islands was sighted and a year earlier, Goncaladstade another
break through by bringing back from south of CapgaBor, some
gold dust and Negro captives. This was again pdggieally
uplifting as more people got convinced about thereous riches
that lay in the bosom of Africa. As for the caphgyiof Negroes, it
ushered in four centuries of man’s inhumanity tanrrathe name
of slave trade. The trip of Goncalves subsequestilyendered the
flow of trade especially as regards gold and slawesl this
increased so much that Henry ordered the building éortand
ware house at Arguin Island in 1448 — arguablyfits¢ European
overseas slaving station in Africa.

By 1443, Nuno Tristan reached Arguin Bay and indl®niz Diaz
had extended the frontiers so far explored to C&rele. Between
1448 and 1455 there was a lull in exploratory atotis, perhaps
due to certain domestic problems in Portugal. Herelby 1455
voyagers resumed and after that year two notabj@ges were
undertaken by Henry sponsored Venetian voyager dame
Cadamosto. Cadamosto got to the mouth Senegal apd &«
detailed account of the country and its inhabitais1460, the
year Prince Henry died, one of his captains disam/ée river and
mountains of Sierra Leone.

ITQ

Question

Which of the following was not among the talentsemsbled by
Prince Henry his establishing his academy of voya@g Seamen
(B) Cartographers (C) Astronomers (D) geographeBE) (
Entrepreneurs

Feedback
Answer: E — Entrepreneurs
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With these discoveries during the life time of enHenry, the
Portuguese were now sure that they had found acsea to the
land of Guinea which until then they had only heafdrom the
Moors. They also felt that it was only a mattettiofe before they
rounded the southernmost part of Africa and foumg\a sea route
to the East. In short, the Portuguese had succeedtdtir gold
hunt but were yet to realise the dream of meetirRyester John
who probably who also live on the other side of #ican
continent. As for trade, the benefits that accrineoh the discovery
made Henry obtain from the king the sole right ¢fiting and
trading in the Guinea coast. Henry gave this ayialis tint when
he obtained papal confirmation of his monopoly ohwerting
negroes to Christianity. It needs to be emphasibad though
trading along the coast developed from which trem¥ its cue,
slave trade along the African coastline only becaney
significant with the discovery of America and thevdlopment of
their Atlantic Islands.

Henry died on the 1Bof November 1460 at Sagres. He was a man
that devoted his life and resources patronizingcadisry and
gathering geographical data to aid more discoveHespioneering
efforts in charting the path of exploration opertlbd way for his
successor and subsequently laid the foundatiogrtmmd voyages.
No doubt, Henry’s judicious use of his monopolyfimancing both
foreign and Portuguese explorers is a pointer $odeitermination
and his achievements are eloquent testimoniesajrieiatness.

Commenting on his place in the history of Navigati®@aymond
Beazley opined that if Columbus gave Castile andgdn a new
world in1492, if Da Gama reached India in 1498Di&z rounded
the cape of tempest and if Magellan made the ¢iafuihe globe,
their teacher and master was Henry the Navigator.

There was a pause in Portuguese exploration forlyné@yeras

after Henry’s death. To his supporters, this wadrang proof of
the void caused by his death. While some otherseatpat he
squandered so much on exploration that he threvgtdte treasury
into bankruptcy and so the economy needed someodoenf

recuperation. Given that he squandered so muchxploration,

this does not efface his remarkable achievementith s death,
the monopoly held by him reverted to the crown.

ITQ

Question

In what year was Cape Verde Islanded sighted byuBoese
explorers?
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Feedbacl
It was sighted 11442

Study Session Summary

In this Study Sessic You have learnt that;

@7 1. Prince Henry played important roles in the Portsg
quest for overseas ventures.

Summary 2. Henry became not just a motivator of explorers tna
sponsor of many voyages dfscovery down the Africa
coastline.

3. More importantly, the quality of learning and kneage
produced in Sagres especially with regards to eaptm
issues, laid a solid foundation for the entire pe'e age o
discovery.

4. Before the close of the TScentury, the Portugue:
pioneers had effectively established substantiadjq@ss ir
the exploration of hitherto unexplored lanc

5. They not only established their presence in thegddhe)
got to, but began the process of colonisation es¢harea

6. The nature of the Portuguese activities in their oexd
land shall be the subject of our next discus:

Assessment

4.1 Highlight and discuss the salient roles playgdPrince Henn
the Navigator in shaping Portuguese involvementoverseas
exploration

4.2 Explain in details the various activities of ridguese
Assignment sponsored explorers and their voyages of discos.
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Study Session 5

Portuguese Overseas Empires

Introduction

This study session will explain in details why Rigtese were n
just the pioneers in the exploration of other lanuisherto
unknown, in the fifteenth and sixteenth centurieésey foundec
Empires and missions three different parts of the world. O
major focus in this study session shall be centoed the
establishment of Portuguese empires in the Afria, East, an
South Americe

Learning Outcomes

©

Outcomes

Terminology

When you have studied this session, you shbe able to:

1.1 Explain the main motives behind the establishmeh
Portuguese empire in the East.

1.Z Discuss the nature of Portugueseivdtoes in their African
empire

1.2 Explore the various activities that laid the foutiola of
Portuguese empire in Brazil

Empire An extensive group of states or countries r
over by a single monarch, an oligarchy, o
sovereign state.

Imperialism Policy of extending a country's power &
influence through colonization, use of milite
force, or other means.

5.1 Portuguese Presence in the Far East

Let us start by looking at the establishment oftiRprese empire i
the East. For two main reasons, the Portuguesdeattto establis
an empire in the Far East. Firstly there was th&reldo ensur
exclusive cotrol of the newly found sea routes to the E:
Secondly the Portuguese wanted to eliminate adllgiirom the
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Note

lucrative spice trade of the East. The pursuithef first objective
was important because the spice trade had bedm inands of th
Arabs It was to achieve this objective that Vasco da G
embarked on the third voyage to the Far East in21%fth a
militarily equipped team. The Portuguese bombarhedtown of
Calicut which soon capitulated. This commencedfdli@dation of
Portuguese Emre in the area.

Portuguese interest in the spice trade deservestiatt. The
importance of spice to the European nations dutimg period
cannot be over emphasized. Spices cannot be ovphasized
Spices were required in Europe as preservatioretient. It was
used for preserving meat. Until the seventeenthitucgnEurope
could not produce enough feed for her cattle intevinAnimals
were therefore slaughtered and preserved with spie&itumn sc
that there would be meat for consumption in wil It is true that
Portugal had salt but this could not be dependeaxh ugecause
was not in sufficiently large quantity. Hence, Eugohad to finc
alternative sources where spice could be foundimdance. Thi
was in the Far East. These spices incl pepper produced i
India, East Indies and West Africa, Cinnamon predum Ceylor
and Ginger from Ching

Between 1502 and 1509, Portuguese plan of empirkliroy
gradually unfolded. Up to 1509 they concentratedarning their
way into the spice andther traders of Indian Ocean. During t
period, Portuguese empire was under Francisco deeidh. He
was appointed Viceroy in charge of Portuguese imap#terest in
the Indian Ocean in 1505. But the degree of sucaekigeved b
Almeida was limitec

Portuguese Explorers established their empire enféin East fo
two main reason; the need to trol the newly found sea rou to
east , and the need to eliminate their rivals fimpeting witk
them in the Spice trac

However, after 1509, when Afonso de Albuquerquedg-1515)
became the Goverr- General, a more ambitious phase bega
the process of exploiting the resources of theHEzst. Under hin
the Portuguese sought to control the oriental codities and the
trade in them, to dominate the strategic localitied trade route
through the building of fortresses and also toldsta naval base
where Portuguese ships could refill. In dealing hwitheir
opponents, the Portuguese had two overwhelmingrdages. irst
was that of able leadership and second, they hathrpiand nava
superiority
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Albuquergue laid solid foundation for Portuguese@ein the Fa
East. His first move was to give the Empire a flgaapital. Fo
this purpose, in 1510 he wisely ected Goa, a flourishing tradi
and shipbuilding city located on the west coastlrafia. Two
factors determined this choice of Goa. First, Gbaady had :
tradition of shipbuilding which made it a good niabase. Thi
becomes more so when it is reed that the city had a shelter
harbour. Secondly as a flourishing commercial eeritre city
would contribute significantly to the economic aities of the
Portuguese in the ar

The major Spiceghat were produced in the far East prior to
establishment of Portuguese empire are; Peppindia and East
Indies, Cinnamon in Ceylon, and Ginger in Ch

After the establishment of the capital, Albuquergqest move wa
against Malacca which was strategic and of grepbmtance in th
trade of the coast. This is because it controlkes ftow of goods
through the straits of Malacca both from China &odh the East
India Island. Malacca was subdued in 1511 and & Veas
subsequently built there. With the capture of Meadac the
Portuguese now controlled the western terminushef Chinest
trade.

Apart from trade the Portuguese also showed irtémespreading

Christianity to the Far East. Until the coming & tPortuguese tf
Far East was in the hands of the Moslems. But thuguese
conquest introduced Christianity to the area. Tingt Christian
order to preach in the area was the Franciscan aslablished a
base in Goa in 1502. They were followed by the i#l€sand the
Dominicans. Under them, the work of evangelisafwogressel
steadily. Many converts were won often at the adghartyrdom.
In the Portuguese settlements the mixed populagstlting from

inte-marriage of Portuguese and Asians formed Chri
communities which exist to da

After a less successful expedition in the red seaezin 1513
Albuquergue last expedition was in 1515 against @rnThis was
located on the mouth of t Persian Gulf. It was one of the greal
markets in the world for Eastern products. Albuguerestablishe
Portuguese influence there. His authority was askedged
through the payment of tribute and a Portuguese viais built
there. In November 151he returned to India where he finally di
in December of the same ye
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The tenure of Albuquerque, as Governor-General atuguese
empire in the Far East was a golden one. He waglaiever and is
clearly manifested by his accomplishments. He d&sta
Portuguese influence and domination in the Indiaredd. As a
soldier he distinguished himself through the susitg®xpeditions
he undertook. In addition, his ingenuity was resiae for the
considerable stability experienced during his tenuifter his
demise, Portuguese governors in the Far East wereahlesser
ability. Nonetheless, they succeeded in maintaisioigpe measure
of control and this enabled Portugal to keep hepismintact till

the early years of the {7entury when the Dutch wrestled it from

them.

ITQ

Question

Which Portuguese activity laid the foundation fohet
establishment of Portuguese empire in the East?

Feedback

The Portuguese bombardment of the town of Calioutraenced
the foundation of Portuguese Empire in the area.

5.3 Portuguese Interest in Africa

36

The Portuguese established bases in two parts rafaAthe West
coast and the coast of East Africa. On the Weststcothe

Portuguese were interested in tapping the econoesicurces on
the land of the Guinea. These resources includét dyest, slaves
and pepper. By 1448, Portuguese trading voyag#ésetaoast had
begun. Factories were established at Arguin Islamdsthis traded
in Gold dust, slaves, ostrich feathers and gunerAft475, the
volume of trade increased. This was sequel to tlyage of Gomes
which revealed the Ivory of Ivory Coast and thedgof El-Mina

(Gold Coast).These items were adequately exploited.

In 1481, Portuguese trade in Guinea was declaredoyal

monopoly. Rigorous measures were taken to ensum

preservation of this monopoly. A fleet of royal seks patrolled the
coast. Not only that, crews of the ships of othatiams caught
trading off the Guinea were treated as pirates @uidto death.
Portuguese kings exploited this monopoly by grantontract to
trading syndicates to conduct the trade of paiicuégions e.g.
Upper Guinea, EI-Mina and Sao Tome. For this thaeig @ yearly
rent in cash or slaves.

th
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ITQ

Question

The Capital City of Portuguese Empire in the Eaast Wocated
in

Feedback
The City of Goa.

The Portuguese derived much wealth from the tradbe Guinea.
Considerable quantities of Gold dust were takingPwortugal

yearly. The slave trade also flourished and in century

demand in the New World caused the extension ofcesuof

supplies from the Guinea to the coast of Angola tedisland of

Sao Tomé. For this they paid a yearly rent in casth slaves. The
slaves were taken to Brazil and the West Indieg &tact number
involved is not known, but indicates are that asid@rable number
of people were sold.

From the West Coast of Africa, we move to East &enhtral

African region where the Portuguese also estallishases.
Between 1482 and 1485, the Portuguese establishsss lon the
coast of Central Africa by making treaties with tharamount
rulers of the Congo. But like in West Africa, notdnsive

settlements were established. They merely condedtran the
development of the slave trade. Slaves were takam Central
African coast to Brazil where they provided fordatiour for the
sugar plantations. Apart from Central Africa, thertBguese
established bases at Sofala in 1505 and MozamimglL&08 on the
East African coast. The Portuguese were attracetiis area by
the desire to acquire gold which they thought waslarge

guantities there. Unfortunately, the hope of adggi Gold

remained unfulfilled.

ITQ

Question

Name the two bases where Portuguese Empires welaligised
in Africa

Feedback
West Coast and East Africa
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ITQ

Question

What form of measure put in place by the Portuguegaorers
preventing other Explorers from invading in theicqaired
territories?

Feedback

Royal monopoly was introduced so as to preventdsrs from
invading their territory.

5.3 The Portuguese Empire in Brazil

A Portuguese voyager Pedro Alvares Cabral founaiBra 1500

on his way to India. But during the first half dfet 18" century

very little colonization took place there. At thené, no gold was
discovered there. The only commodity of value weazi wood or

logwood from which a red dye was obtained. Howewbe

introduction of sugarcane to the country was ofgimportance.
This was facilitated by the fertility of the soih@ also by the
availability of cheap negro labour which was usgdlgsively on

the plantations. Consequently, Brazil became ortéefirst of the

newly discovered lands to produce sugar for theopein market.
If did not lose its lead until the opening up i thecond half of the
seventeenth century of the sugar plantations ofWest Indian

Islands.

ITQ

Question

Brazil under the empire of Portuguese explorershin 16" and
17" centuries was known for the production of whicmeeodity?

Feedback

Brazil under Portuguese empire was known for tluelpetion of
Sugar cane.
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Study Session Summary

/o7

In this Study Sessic you have learnt that;

1. By 1600 the Portuguese did rjast get to Africa, the Fe¢
East and South America, but had established sogmifie

Summary presence in all these areas.

2. They succeeded in establishing significant econocamd
political interests in all these areas and causediderable
attention of other Eupean nations to be focused in th
in later years.

Assessment

Assignment

5.1 Describe the main cause of thstablishment of Portugue
empire in the East.

5.2 Explain the salient featuresf Portuguese activities in the
African empire?

5.2Discuss briefly activities that led to the establishment
Portuguese empire in Brazil
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Study Session 6

Spanish Voyages and Discovery of the
New World

Introduction

Interestingly, the Spanisneighbours of the Portuguese, caught
bug of overseas exploration almost at the same twitke the
Portuguese pioneers. They not only visited thesadescovered b
the Portuguese but made new discoveries. Amongst slevera
discoveries, that of Anrica which was then referred to as the N
World is regarded as one of their land mark discpwe the 1"
century. All these and more shall be our focusis study sessio

Learning Outcomes
When you have studied this session, you shbe able to:
6.1 Discuss the contributions of Christopher Columbus
European discovery.
6.2 Describe which other personalities apart from Colusyon

Outcomes behalf of Spain, that involved overseas exploratiand wha
was the nature of their activities?

Terminology

Circumnavigation | to go completely around (as the ea
especially by water; also : to go arot
instead of through

Expedition a journey undertaken by a group of pec
with a particular purpose, especially that
exploration, research, or w
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6.1 The Spanish Involvement: Christopher Columbus
Explorations

[

CRISTO: COLOMBC

Christopher Columbus was an Italian explorer, naizig colonizer
and citizen of the Republic of Genoa. Under thepmes of the
Catholic Monarchs of Spain, he completed four vegagcross the
Atlantic Ocean.

For most part of the 5century, the Spaniards were engaged in
war with the Muslims who had conquered part of rtteauntry.
Therefore, Spain had shown little interest in nhaet discovery
and exploration. In 1492 however, the Muslims wexpelled from
Spain and this made it possible for the countrihiok of the wider
guestion of overseas expansion.

The man who changed the attitude of Spain to oasregploration
and expansion was Christopher Columbus. It is tihet the
Portuguese took the lead in overseas expansiothbirtjourneys



Study Session 6Spanish Voyages and Discovery of the New World

had taken them largely to the East, covering mésh® African

coast. Yet there was the thinking that it was gmesio reach the
East by going westwards. The accomplishment of ékgectation
is due to the exploratory activities of the hardkwog and brave
Columbus (1451-1506). This was because Columbustheafirst

person to try the western route to reach the Fat.Ea

Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy iB118By 1479
he had settled in Portugal. He had the idea thagiiyng westward,
China could be reached. To this end, he soughtfitrencial
backing of King John Il (1481-1495) of Portugalundertake an
exploration to confirm his idea. When no positiespgonse came
from Portugal, Columbus moved to Spain in 1484.dgdent the
next eight years seeking support of Ferdinand aabdlla, the two
leaders of Spain. Columbus stated that his voydgajccessful,
would expand the influence of Christianity and pobtenthe power
and glory of Spain. It was difficult to get the papt of Queen
Isabella. But it was finally given in 1492. A royaharter was
granted by Isabella giving Columbus the title ofm@i@l and one
tenth of all the profits derived from the explooati

Starting from 1492, Columbus made four voyages. Hin T

voyage, he made use of three vessels. From SpalamBus left
for a place believed was very close to Japan. BY Qctober,

1492 (10 weeks of journey) he arrived at a placethiebelieved

was very close to Japan. In actuality the place amaksland in the
Bahamas. Later in October he reached Cuba whidebtlared was
part of the main land of Cathay (China). Besideb& Columbus
founded a colony in the neighbouring Island of Hisipla (Haiti).

He also sighted San- Salvador. Columbus named ¢ople of
these Islands * Indians” and the area itself radids for he was
sure the land he had found was a part of Asia roy Yar away
from India. After these discoveries, Columbus sthidn his return
home in January 1493 arriving Spain in March. Heocaimced that
he had found a route to the Indies. His less Sparsapporters
believed him, but not so the more he experiencetlgaeese.

In September 1492 Columbus set out on his secogdgeo His
objective was to develop the colony he had estaddisin
Hispaniola and to continue westward to Japan addlrDuring
this trip, Columbus found more islands notably Yhigin Islands
and the Islands of Puerto Rico. After spending 1488 part of
1496 in Hispaniola where he tried to rally the cadts and assert
Spanish authority over the indigenes, he returomefain leaving
instructions to search for gold deposits. He prechi® return the
following year with a larger fleet.

Although Columbus made discoveries during the sgoaryage,
the expedition was a failure as far as progres¥afan and India
was concerned. His"3voyage was made in 1498. During this
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voyage, he found Trinidad and sighted the mainlahdSouth

America but gave them little attention. He was lhpaobability

unaware that what he found was a new continentpidbably

regarded it as an extension of Asia. On reachingp&iola, he
found his enemies in control and the colony in aprdhe details
of what happened to Columbus after this incideouth not delay
us. It is suffice to note that he undertook hisahd last voyage
in1502/1503 and by this time he was no longer tdm#al and the
Governor of the lands he had discovered. He rerdainshaken in
his belief that Asia was not far off. During thestlavoyage
Columbus was looking for a strait leading to thestEfnom the
western limits of his previous discoveries. He dmt locate this
straight until his death in 1506.

The significance of the contribution of Christopf@olumbus to
voyages of discovery has been a subject of delsaame writers
rank him as one of the greatest names of the adsadvery while

others feel that his achievement has been exaggerahe latter
view severely criticise Columbus’ geographical ®leand

seamanship. It is argued, for instance, that wealiscovered was
different from what he hoped for and that he ditexen recognise
that he had found new lands. Not only this, itnguad that as an
administrator he was a failure. For instance, hallcconot

adequately administer the colony he establishedvAlall, it is

said that Columbus died disgraced, unnoticed ardisgruntled

man even though he was wealthy.

Some of these opinions are valid yet it will be ainfto deny
Columbus an important place in the history of Eep
exploration. The truth is that he deserves a spqd@ce in

European overseas exploration. No doubt, Columtassandifficult

character, obstinate, secretive and overbearingveder, judged
by results, his achievement was outstanding. Infitse place, he
dispelled the terrors of unknown ocean and lednthg to the new
world. The explorers of the other nations who fe#al Columbus
were only carrying on the work he had begun. Maftgrahim

concentrated their efforts on the search for a madsesage that will
lead through to the new lands and riches of the Hemst. In the
second place, it was mainly as a result of Colunshingiative that

Spain turned to the sea. The long term effect isfwas that Spain
later replaced Portugal as the foremost exploratgn.

Note that it is a misconception to assert that @dlus discovered
America. What he did was to reveal to the Europelaasxistence
of continents and islands which were already inteabiHe did not
discover a new world. He established contact betvie®e worlds,

both already in existence.
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ITQ

Question

In what year was Prince Henry became the goverhAlgarve?
Feedback

Answer: 1419

6.2 Explorers after Columbus

AMERIGO

The work started by Columbus was continued by otlxetorers in

Spain after his death. One of the explorers wasrigné/espucci.

Although the geographical reasoning of Columbusregetted that
his discoveries formed part of a new continentyas the voyages
and writings of Vespucci which developed the ideat ta "New

World’ or continent lay between Asia and Europesptgcci was an
Italian, born in 1451. He came to Spain in1492 &ak active

interest in navigation and exploration. He made tnatable

voyages in 1499 and 1501 to the "New World”. Hepplarised

this in the accounts of his voyages. He it was, wbpularised in

his writings the term “~"New World”. Hence, Amerigaas derived

from the name Amerigo Vespucci.

Undoubtedly one other noble explorer after Columbuas
Ferdinand Magellan. He accomplished the task alifigg a western
sea route to the Far East. Magellan was born i9.1481517, he
left the service of Portugal where he had acquirednense
experience to Spain. By this time, the Spaniardew&eady in the
Caribbean but their discoveries had as yet yieltezn only
moderate profits. Hence, they were still interestedhe trade of
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the Far East. It is therefore not surprising thlae tSpanisl
government accepted the offer of the services ofjdMan, ar
experienced Portuguese who proposed to find a westate
through the southern extremity of Soutmerica to Spice Island |
the Far Eas

The expedition of Magellan left Spain with five ghiin Septembe
1519. Forging ahead in spite of difficulties, Mdgelreached th
Landrones in March, 1521 and a few weeks later,|skend of
Samar and Cebu, binging to the Philippine group. Unfortunate
shortly afterwards Magellan and a number of his nvenre killed
on 27 April 1521while taking part in a local war in thanld of
Mactan. Although he died, his aim had been achieVéd Eas
had been reached sailing west from Europe. In the end, only «
out of the five ships that began the expeditiomirretd to Spail
with eighteen "~ thin and hungry” men after a vggavhich lastes
for three year:

The voyage of Magellan was a remarkable achievenrerihe
history of navigation. This is because Magellan wade to
accomplish what Columbus attempted in vain. Notydhls, the
voyage was significant in that it resulted in tirvewwnnavigation o
the world. This had an important geographical icgdion. It
increased human knowledge and understanding afoiniel.

ITQ

Questior

Can you identify any two explorers who lived af@@lumbus ir
Spain’
Feedbacl

You are likely to have mentioned Amerigo Vespucaid
Ferdinand Magelle

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Sessic you have learnt that;

1. The Spanish involvement in voyages of exploratifiared
added a new fillip to the European overseas vestiréhe
fifteen and sixteen centuries.

2. The westwards quest and eventual discovery of tee
World marked a significant turning point duringghhge
of Discovery.
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3. It must be noted that the dedication of individusieh as
Christopher Columbus, Amerigo Vespucci, Ferdinand
Magellan, etc to the exploration activities contidx
immensely to the Spanish success in the age obeatpn.

Assessment

6.1Highlight the major contributions of Christopher
Columbus to overseas exploration.

6.2 Compare and contrast between Columbus and other two
personalities that emerged after him.

Assignment
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Study Session 7

The Spanish Empire in the New World

Introduction

The focus of this study session centres on how, through the
Spaniards consolidated their presence and evetdl@bisation o
what came to be regarded as America and its ers: After the
Spaniards reached the new world, they went ahegmbgsess th
land discovered in the New World. This was afteey met
autochthonous peoples who had developed very daattesd
civilizations and were already domiciled in the& Find out what
transpired between these people and the Spanispltzrers in this
study sessior

Learning Outcomes
When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta
7.1 Explain how the efforts of Cortes and Pizarro culmadhinto
the emergence of the new world under the Spanigire!

Outcomes 7.2 Give detailed account of hceconomic activities in the o
Mexico and Peru under Spanish empire metamorphfoset
mining to agriculture and back to mining.

Terminology

Autochthonous | An inhabitant of a place who is indigenous
rather than descended from migrants
colonists.

Conquistadors | A conqueror, especially one of the Spar
conquerors of Mexico and Peru in the 1
century.

7.1 Spanish Empire in Central and South America

By the mid16" century all major centres of indigenous Ameri
civilisation had fallen under Spanish control. Twwjor factors
made the conquest and creation of Spanish empithienNew
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World a success. First is the belligerent natureCaktilians a:
manifested in he activities of conquistador like Cortes and
Pizarro; and secondly, is the doggedness with wthiehCatholic
missionaries from Spain tried to proselytize, edeiand civilise
the inhabitants of the New Wor

In examining the establishment of the Sish empire, the locatic
of gold and silver deposits coupled with the avaligy of Indian
labour determined the settlement of EuropeansenNiew World.
These same factors logically led to the urbanisatid mining
centres with its attendant conseqies on the indigenot
population. Gold was first discovered in Hispanitian in Cubs
and Puerto Rico resgtively. In the same sequen the
colonisation of these areas t« place.

The Spanish empire building process began with 1@Gbls’
occupation of Hipaniola; though his era as the governor of
territory was an unsuccessful one, the era of hiscessor-
Bobadilla and Nicolas de Ovando were much more tével
Ovando who had full powers to hire and fire as vesllto expe
troublesome Spaniards seeded in consolidating Spanish con
of the territory. It was from Hispaniola that othstands such &
Jamaica(1509) and Cuba(1-1514) were occupied by il
Spanisr

However the major colonisation of the mainland ehtcal anc
southern America tooklace between 1520535 with conquest ¢
notable places like Mexico and Peru by the Congdistes. Aftel
1536, the Spanish royal authority became much rfetein the
areas conquered. It must be noted that it was gakgnthe cities
of American mainind that the Spanish Conquistadc
concentrated upon, while the more interior and eouoally
unrewarding areas largely remained autonon

* The original occupants of Mexico and Peru beforari
conquest were the AZTEC dominated by |

e HernandoCortes and Pizzaro spearheaded the conqu
Peru and Mexico.

The conquest of Mexico, which was then ruled byaalike group
known as Aztec and Peru then dominated by the lbotdly
illustrates the apogee of Spanish colonial appation in the New
World. Just as Hispaniola served as a laughinggrathe attac on
Cuba, in like manner was Cuba the base from whipanBSh
subjugation eventual control of Mexico took plathe conquest ¢
Peru and Mexico were spearheaded by two great anyi
commander Hernando Cortes and Pizzaro.
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Cortes, who embarked on taking Mexico in 1519, eix@d the
internal dissention necessitated by oppositionceastain coastal
groups that suffered from Aztec domination. Cottass found in
these groups willing Indian collaborators with whibte joined
forces. After an initial success, he establisheven known as
Vera Cruz by August by 1519 and assumed the titl&avernor

and Commander. This implied his declaration of aatoy from

the Cuban governor's control-Velasquez. By the ehdhe year
Cortes had reached Mexico but attempts at estaidisin effective
control had to wait for a more urgent business.sThWas the
warding off of a rival expedition sent from CubaVWglasquez who
did not take kindly to Cortes declaration of autmyo After

successfully stamping out his rivals from the cdesteturned for a
final onslaught on Mexico which fell to his superiade power in

1521.

With the capture of Mexico all oppositions were ltpee It remains

to add that Cortes’ assistant —Alvarado furthereraed Spanish
control over Maya rulers of Guatemala and San SalvaThe

territorial conquest of Alvarado and Cortes resiiite what came
to be known as "New Spain” i.e. the area from Mexto the

Isthmus of Panama in Central America.

If Cortes was the conqueror of Central America,aRiz can be
credited with the same feat in South America. Aftére

appointment of Captain General and Governor of Rert528,

Pizarro proceeded to make his Governorship of Reraality in

1530. He launched his attack from Panama and aptGruzco
the capital of Peru. Like the Aztec, the Inca rslldrad been
weakened by civil war and with their unsophistidatgeapons,
could not stop Pizarro’s march on their empire. &g the end of
1533 the Inca Empire had fallen prey of another n&ba
conquistador, who proceeded to shift the capitainfrCruzco to
Lima- a patch of territory close to the coast imoeemoration of a
new administration of the area.

The determination and bravery of the Conquistadeax®e Spain the
privilege of controlling the most populous areaehtral and South
America. Having examined the extent of Spanish esnpi Central
and South America, we can now proceed to examirer th
economic activities.

ITQ

Question

What were the major factors that made conquestcagation of
Spanish empire in the New World a success?
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Feedback

a) The quarrelsome nature of the Castilians
b) The doggedness efforts of the Catholic missionattes
educate and civilise the inhabitants of the New M/or

7.2 Spanish Economic Activities

The first major economic activity of the SpanishnGoistador was
mining. While they depended on the Indian popuratior their

food requirements and Spanish settlers paid feénéibn to the
search and exploitation of gold in the Caribbedanisds initially

occupied. In places like Hispaniola and elsewherether Islands,
gold was mined either from shallow surface diggimgnore often
worked from the sand and gravel of streams.

This method of extracting gold required the invoheat of large
number of people and in this the Indian populateere used.
However, the brazen slave labour exploitation meiat on the
Indians, the outbreak of epidemics such as smallgoaipled with
the famine that plagued the communities provedtéagh for the
Indian population to bear. Thus their populatioopred from the
one million mark in 1492 to barely one hundred gand by 1510.

It was this deprivation of labour for the mines ttharned the
interest of the minority Spanish settlers to adtire, raising of
livestock and later the growing of sugar cane widgro slave
labour from Africa. However, most of the Spanisitlees on the
islands crossed over to American main lands of kteaind Peru in
the search for more profitable gold mines and Imdiaeap labour
to mine it and in continuation of the quest foharnel to the East.

For some scholars, the capital accumulation derifredh the
practice of agriculture i.e. (introduction of pigsd cattle from
Europe and crops like citrus and sugar cane) peavitie finance
for large scale and more sophisticated mining nothan their
various conquest bids, a lot of gold was amassetidgonquerors.

ITQ

Question

Can you name the two major Castilians whose effartsninated
into what came to be known as ‘New Spain’.

Feedback
‘New Spain’ emerged through the activities of Csraad
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Alvarado.

However, the occupation of certain main land terigs in Mexico
and Peru marked the turning point in the main ecooactivity

from the search for gold and the practice of adfuce, to the
beginning of silver mining. For, in the territoriesccupied
Zacatecas 1543 and Guanajuato 1545 (both not ofiddeand

Cerro Rico in Potosi 1545 ) where later to be s#dasome of the
richest silver deposit in the world. The discoverieinstated
mining as the major economic activity, while silweas soon to
replace gold as the major Spanish American exporEfirope.

Hitherto, Europe before 1540 produced more silbantSpanish
America. But by the second half of the sixteentimteey, the
change in fortune had occurred. Potosi and Zacateee to
become the nerve centres for the colonial econoasgd on silver.

The centres of mining became urbanised with laggenish settler
population. Consequently, Spanish courts were gdb icheck the
attendant social vices coterminous with urbanisatithe Spanish
crown established its authority after 1535 and @ fifth of all

precious metals produced in Spanish America. Theimtion of

silver production continued till much after the 089when its
production level rose astronomically.

Other products exported from Spanish America inetudide,
tobacco, indigo and sugar to Europe. Of courseldhst product
was to attract considerable black slave laboutsipioduction, and
these contributed significantly to the Spanish Aicar economy
by the end of the seventeenth century.

ITQ

Question

In One sentence, what transpired in the then Araeritsland
under the Spanish empire that changed the focubleoSpanish
explorers from mining to agriculture, fishing arasgoral farming?

Feedback

The outbreak of endemics such as small pox, anégné&nvhich
depopulated the brazen Indian population.
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Study Session Summary

In this Study Sessic you have learnt that:
@ 1. As in most colonial ventures during this periodmary to
the Spanish presence andcupation of parts of Centr
Summary and South American cities was the desire to serpiedhe
gold and silver resources of the indigenous pec
2. The process of conquest produced prominent Sp.
warriors whose efforts resulted in the successpanssh

ocaupations and administration of conquered ar

Assessment

7.1 In what ways have the efforts of Cortes andatPw
culminated into the emergence of the new world uride
Spanish empire? Discuss

7.2 Present a gory picture of how econolactivities in the olc
Assignment Mexico and Peru under Spanish empire metamorphioset
mining to agriculture and back to mining.
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Study Session &

England, France and Holland and
Expansion

Introduction

Having being impressed by the achievements of truguese an
the Spaniards in their overseas expansion, Englarahce ant
Holland felt they should also participate in theuggle for overseas
possessions and the riches. Interestingly, thystession shall k
discussing extensively on the three basic factmsimpelled thes
Countries (England, France and Holland) to engageversea
expansior

Learning Outcomes

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta
8.1 Examine the involvement and achievements of En(
explorers to the quest for European overseas aghes

between the 15and the 17 centuries.

8.2 Assess the reasons thatopelled France and Holla into
overseas exploration.

Outcomes

Terminology

Negroes A member of a darkkinned group of peopl¢
originally native to Africa south of the Sah:

Adventure An unusual and exciting or daring experie
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8.1 English Expedition in their quest for Overseas
Expansion

John Cabot was an Italian navigator and exploreoseh1497
discovery of parts of North America under the cossin of
Henry VIl of England.

/.,--

/

John Cabot

Starting from 1480, expeditions had been set aurhfEngland to
find the island of ‘Brazil’ thought to be situatadthe Atlantic west
of Ireland. But a more ambitious phase began in |d&mls
overseas expansion in 1496 and the man who gavedHden this
respect was John Cabot. His primary objective wasreach
Cypangu, Cathay (China) and hence the Spice Islabalsot was
born in 1450 in Genoa, ltaly. Early in life, he hadiled and
travelled in the eastern Mediterranean and the$&sdarea. He had
acquired some wealth from the Spice trade of thar NEast and
was convinced of the possibility of finding an atiative sea route
for the expansion of this wealth. Between 1484 &dé0, John
Cabot left Italy and came to England with his thseas, one of
whom was Sebastian. Sebastian later became a béputvigator.
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In 1496, John Cabot received from Henry VII lettarghorizing
him to undertake his voyage of discovery. Caboxseelition was
to be done through the exploration of the NortraAtic Ocean.

John Cabot made two voyages. The first was in M7 wherein
he reached Cape Breton, took possession of thedigtathe name
of Henry VII. Thereafter he sailed along the southghores of new
found land where he noticed the abundance of gredt and

thought the place to be north east coast of As@ns€quently,
Cabot returned to England an excited man and regpdd Henry
VIl that he had located a place on the coast odAdenry VIl was
greatly delighted by Cabot’'s achievement. Hencegraated him
twenty Euros a year and supported that another déxpe be

undertaken by Cabot to locate Cypango. Cabot’'s rebsmyage
was in May 1498. Although the result of the voyagstill a matter
of controversy among historians, it is believed tGabot reached
the main land of North America in neighbourhood®o¥a Scotia.
But this expedition of 1498 was a failure with redgato locating a
north Atlantic route to the Far East.

The voyages of John Cabot were followed in theyedelcades of
the sixteenth century by a number of other voydga® Bristol.
Among these were those of William Hawkins in 1580illiam
Hawkins made several voyages to Brazil. He callethe Guinea
Coast on his way where he traded in Ivory and lapdv Also
between 1553 and 1555, he got to Wyndham and Guluesst
which at the time were in Portuguese hands. Thegédh voyages
brought back pepper, ivory and gold dust in spftéhe vehement
protests from the Portuguese.

But of these voyages, that of John Hawkins, the aolVilliam
Hawkins were of decisive importance in the relaiai England
and Spain in the Caribbean. John Hawkins made wasyag1562,
1564/65 and 1567-1568. He was a shrewd adventuidr w
remarkable organising ability. He was aware tha Spanish
colonists in the West Indian Islands needed slavegork on their
plantations. On his first voyage, John Hawkins glatves from
Sierra Leon on the West African Coast. He took 4460 Negroes
which he sold to the Spanish Colonist in Hispani®ailip 1l of
Spain forbade his subjects to trade with Hawking. Bawkins was
defiant. He successfully made his second voyageaevhgain he
sold slaves to Spanish colonists in the New Wadddwkins last
voyage undertaken in 1567/ 68 encountered consikedafficulty
with Spaniards. He was drawn into a war with thargrds and
only managed to avoid being killed.

In 1577, Francis Drake continued English voyagedistovery.
Drake’s voyages had two objectives. First was takee Spain by
seizing their treasure. Second, it was believed thasouthern
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continent existed stretching westwards from thelsa shores of
the Strait of Magellan. Drake’'s objective was toplexe this
supposed land mass and find out the possibilifie®lonizing and
trading with it. It was this assignment that Dradaught to carry
out when between 1577 and 1580; he succeeded inngnak
voyage round the world. This was to strike a sigei blow to the
Spanish and Portuguese claim to exclusive righdiscovery and
empire.

ITQ

Question

Can you highlight five explorers that contributeédn#icantly to the
British empire in the overseas expansion mission

Feedback

Some of these explorers were: John Cabot, Williaawkins, John
Hawkins, Francis Drake, and Robert Thorne.

Cabot himself died during one of the voyages. Yiet\toyages of
exploration never stopped. The cod fishes of thefomend land
Banks which Cabot found were later to yield ecoroneturns to
European countries which exploited them. Indeedloarishing
trade grew up between Europe and the Newfoundlasidie from
the notable voyages of John Hawkins and Franciské)réhe
British sought to find an alternative route to tBast either by a
North West or North East passage. In 1527, Robadriie, a
Bristol merchant persuaded King Henry VIII to sendt an
expedition to discover this passage. Thorne’s effgielded little
positive result. But in 1553, a number of merchadventurers
decided to send out an expedition to find a Nor#stEoute. An
expedition of three ships only left Deptford in Mag53. Again,
very little progress towards the discovery of a tNdfast passage
was made by this expedition. In the™éentury, much theoretical
knowledge for and against the existence of watesgges through
America to the Far East was displayed in learnadpbedets and
treaties.

ITQ

Question

Can you identify the major exports of English Vogadgo England?
Feedback

English Voyages brought back Pepper, Ivory and dakt to England.
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8.2 France and Holland Experience in Overseas
Expansion

One of the advocates of water passage was Sir Haybilbert

who in a discourse argued that America was a gstatd and that
since Magellan had found a strait in the southijrala one must
surely exist in the north. This idea led to a reséweffort by

England and other rising maritime nations of Hallaamd France to
discover the water passage. England reasonedftbla¢ iwas able
to discover the route, it would be possible for berestablish
monopoly over if by right of first discovery.

He was Martin Frobisher. He made three voyageshéoNorth
Atlantic in 1576, 1577 and 1578. On tHéubyage, Martin reached
the southern tip of Baffin Island after which héureed to England
with some quantity of gold. On th&%oyage in 1977 he was still
looking for the North Atlantic strait that wouldde to the Far East.
He could not locate it before he returned home &0 tons of
ore. The last voyage was undertaken in 1578.

When all the attempts at finding a North East pgsdsad failed,
the English now turned their interest in the Nowest passage.
John Davis, an experienced navigator continueds#@ch for a
North West passage. He made three voyages in 1&g and
1587 to find the North West passage. But like Fsbér, the hope
of Davis locating a North West strait remained Ufilfed

In 1523, France joined in the search for a watesgge to the Far
East through the North Atlantic. In that year, tidn Giovanni da
Verrazano in the service of king Francis 1 of Feantade a voyage
with the purpose of reaching china. He achievetle lisuccess
because he did not go beyond the east coast ofduedfand.

However, French man Jacques Cartiers in his voyagede
important discoveries. He made three voyages iM 15335 and
1541 seeking to locate a water passage to the &str Elthough
Cartiers did not locate the passage, his discoaadyexploitation
of St Laurent Estuary was important in which it eaddfurther
discovery by French explorer in the early seventeeantury.

The Dutch also made several notable attempts t@ geirth east
sea route to china. Voyages were sent out in 13985 and
1596.Spitzbergen and other arctic islands were dpunut little
progress eastwards was made.

ITQ

Question

58



Study Session 8England, France and Holland and Expansion

Who were the English navigators, whose attemptecating a Nortt
West strait remained unfulfille:

Feedbacl
Martin Frobisher and John Da

Study Session Summary

In this Study Sessic you have learnt that;
1. All the European nations discussed in this chaptere

Summary 2.

propelled by similar reasons to venture overs

The major reasons were to boost their political @o
enhance their national pride and improve their eoun
fortunes.

In the process of achievirtge above objectives, a numt
of their explorers became prominent actors in tinesg for
expansion of Europe. John Cabot, William& J
Hawkins, Francis Drake, Giovanni de Verrazano, Jas
Catiers, etc were major explorers that were donti
during this era.

They all sought alternative routes to the East

succeeded in discovering new found lands that Eamos
had hitherto not been to.

In their ventures, they expanded European knowlemf
areas that were unknown to them and also estadl
European presence in these areas.

Assessment

Assignment

8.1 Discuss the achievements of English explorers betvié™
and 17 centuries.

8.2 Highlight reasons that propelled France andandl to join
the struggle for overseas exploration.
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Study Session 9

European Competition for the Asian Trade

Introduction

Having learnt that Portugal, Spain, France, England Hollanc
competed for the Asian trade during the age of agpibn in the
previous study session, it is worthy to nthat, by the middle c
the sixteenth century a situation had arisen inctvhiesterr
Europe was divided into two groups. Thus, this gtselssion sha
focus essentially on these groups (the pioneergdismovery anc
Empire and the new group). Also, thiession shall discut
extensively on the national rivalries and the gjfagor political
and economic power, which led to a challenge byltaee-nots’ to
the monopoly of discovery and wealth of the ‘hay

Learning Outcomes

When you havistudied this session, you should be abl

9.1 Explain how Portugal competed with other European coun
for the Asian tradeand why they lost some of their ¢
territories to these countries.

Outcomes o .
9.2 Highlight those factors that worked for other Eurapnations
in their quest at wrestling power from the two supewer
countries for Asian trade.
Terminology

Charter A written grant by the sovereign or legislat
power of a country, by which a body such &
borough, company, or university is createdcits
rights and privileges defined.

Medieval Relating or likened to the Middle Ages, especi
in being cruel, uncivilized, or primitiv
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9.1 European Presence in Asia

62

9.1.1 Portuguese Experience

Western European rulers were determined to find nade routes
that were independent of the already existing ohbe.Portuguese
spearheaded the drive to find oceanic routes tltldvprovide
cheaper and easier access to South and East As@is.gThis
chartering of oceanic routes between East and Wégsn with the
unprecedented voyages of Portuguese and Spanishapéans.
Their voyages were influenced by medieval Europsérenturers,
who had journeyed overland to the Far East andribom¢d to
geographical knowledge of parts of Asia upon thetiurn. In 1488,
Bartholomeu Diaz rounded the southern tip of Africader the
sponsorship of Portugal's John Il, from which pdiatnoticed that
the coast swung northeast. Although his crew forgied to turn
back, he was pleased with the prospect of soornnijnd sea route
to India and named the tip as the Cape of Good Hbpeer,
starting in 1497, Portuguese navigator Vasco Da &amade the
first open voyage from Europe to India. In 1520,rdieald
Magellan, a Portuguese navigator in the servic8pain, found a
sea route to the Pacific Ocean.

Early in the 16th century Afonso de Albuquerqudt)lemerged as
the Portuguese colonial viceroy that was most unséntal in

consolidating Portugal's holdings in Africa and Asia. He

understood that Portugal could wrest commerciatesupcy from

the Arabs only by force, and therefore devisedam jpb establish
forts at strategic sites which would dominate ttzelé¢ routes and
also protect Portuguese interests on land. In 154@eized Goa in
India, which enabled him to gradually consolidabetool of most

of the commercial traffic between Europe and Alsiegely through
trade; Europeans started to carry on trade frors,facting as
foreign merchants rather than as settlers. In aeftrearly
European expansion in the "West Indies", (later vkmoto

Europeans as a separate continent from Asia tlegt would call

the "Americas") following the 1492 voyage of Chojsher

Columbus, involved heavy settlement in colonieg there treated
as political extensions of the mother countriesreduby the

potential of high profits from another expeditidhe Portuguese
established a permanent base south of the Indade tport of
Calicut in the early 15th century. In 1510, the tBguese seized
Goa on the coast of India. The Portuguese sooniracgwa

monopoly over trade in the Indian Ocean.

Portuguese viceroy Afonso de Albuquerque (1509-1%d%olved
to consolidate Portuguese holdings in Africa antaAand secure
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control of trade with the East Indies and Chinas filist objective
was Malacca, which controlled the narrow straitotlgh which
most Far Eastern trade moved. Captured in 1511addalbecame
the springboard for further eastward penetratienggal years later
the first trading posts were established in theudods, or "Spice
Islands,” which was the source for some of the di®nnost hotly
demanded spices. By 1516, the first Portugueses $tad reached
Canton on the southern coasts of China. By 155 Pibrtuguese
gained a permanent base in China at Macau, wheh hield until
1999. The Portuguese, based at Goa and Malacca,nbad
established a lucrative maritime empire in the dndDcean meant
to monopolise the spice trade. The Portugueseba&gan a channel
of trade with the Japanese, becoming the firstroEmbWesterners
to have visited Japan. This contact introducedsBinity and fire-
arms into Japan.

Also, Portuguese explorers were establishing a ddfgrent sort

of commercial empire in the Indian Ocean. This aystvas based
on trade and war, rather than on taking large atsoohland and
dominating its people. At first the Portuguese hadcompetition:

the Chinese had called their fleets home; IndiahAmab ships did
not carry guns; and other European nations hagetoéntered the
field. By the early 16th century the Portuguese aathblished a
string of strategic bases, including Hormuz atttheof the Persian
Gulf, Goa on the western coast of India, and thaitStof Molucca,

the gateway between the Indian Ocean and the Cha@a From
these bases, the Portuguese could control and ondiné sea-going
trade of the entire region. Portuguese power, heweavas entirely
naval, and they were unable to threaten the intesttangth of

land-based empires. Moreover, when larger Europeations

arrived in the area, Portuguese naval supremaadgheoh

ITQ

Question

Which country was the first recorded Westernerfidee visited
Japan among the European exploring nations?

Feedback
Portugal

9.1.2 Spanish, Dutch and France Expeditions

The energies of Spain, the other major colonial groef the 16th
century, were largely concentrated on the Amerinas,South and
East Asia. But the Spanish did establish a foatingpe Far East in
the Philippines. After 1565, cargoes of Chinese dgoavere
transported from the Philippines to Mexico and frdhere to
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Spain. By this long route, Spain reaped some ofptioéits of Far
Eastern commerce. Spanish officials converted thland to
Christianity and established some settlements, aeemily
establishing the Philippines as the area of East Amwst oriented
toward the West in terms of culture and commerce.

The lucrative trade was vastly expanded when thauBaese
began to export slaves from Africa in 1541; howeweser time,
the rise of the slave trade left Portugal over+edésl, and
vulnerable to competition from other Western Eusspgowers.
Envious of Portugal's control of trade routes, otWgestern
European nations — mainly the Netherlands, Franaed
England— began to send in rival expeditions to ABial642, the
Dutch drove the Portuguese out of the Gold Coagkfiica, the
source of the bulk of Portuguese slave laboureessihg this rich
slaving area to other Europeans, especially thectbw@nd the
English. Rival European powers began to make irgoadisia as
the Portuguese and Spanish trade in the Indian rOdealined
primarily because they had become hugely overesteet
financially due to the limitations on their invesim capacity and
contemporary naval technology. Both of these factworked in
tandem, making control over Indian Ocean trade eexaly
expensive.

Portuguese decline in Asia was accelerated byttheks on their
commercial empire by the Dutch and the English,clwibegan a
global struggle over empire in Asia that lastedluhe end of the
Seven Years’ War in 1763. The Netherlands revdirey Spanish
rule facilitated Dutch encroachment of the Portsguenonopoly
over South and East Asian trade. The Dutch lookedSpain's
trade and colonies as potential spoils in war. WWhentwo crowns
of the Iberian Peninsula were joined in 1581, thech felt free to
attack Portuguese territories in Asia. By the 15%0%sumber of
Dutch companies were formed to finance trading ditjpas in
Asia. Because competition lowered their profitg] &ecause of the
doctrines of mercantilism, in 1602 the companiegedninto a
cartel and formed the Dutch East India Company, @auived
from the government the right to trade and colotesatory in the
area stretching from the Cape of Good Hope easttwatide Strait
of Magellan.

In 1605, armed Dutch merchants captured the Pagsegdiort at
Amboyna in the Moluccas, which was developed irte first
secure base of the company. Over time, the Dutcdugly
consolidated control over the great trading poftéhe East Indies.
Control over the East Indies trading ports allovileel company to
monopolise the world spice trade for decades. Trheimopoly over
the spice trade became complete after they drowePtirtuguese
from Malacca in 1641 and Ceylon in 1658. Dutch Ebkmstia
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Company colonies or outposts were later established\tjeh
(Aceh), 1667; Macassar, 1669; and Bantam, 1682. chmepany
established its headquarters at Batavia (todayrtigkan the islan
of Java. Otside the East Indies, the Dutch East India Com
colonies or outposts were also established in grspw Iran).
Benghal (now Bangladesh and part of India), Siaow(iihailand),
Guangzhou (Canton, China), Taiwan (1-1662), and southel
India (1611795). In 1662, Zhenghenggong (also known
Koxinga) expelled the Dutch from Taiwan. Furthée Dutch Eas
India Company trade post on Dejima (1-1857), an atrtificia
island off the coast of Nagasaki, was for a longetithe only plac
where Europeal could trade with Japan.

ITQ

Questior

What accounted for the success of other Europeantices apar
from Portugal and Spain in their efforts at makingoads intc
Asian continent during the ™ and 17 centuries

Feedbacl

Both Portuguese arSpanish trade in the Indian Ocean decli
primarily because they had become hugely -stretched
financially due to the limitations on their invegn capacity an
contemporary naval technolo

Study Session Summary

/o7

Summary

In this Study Sessic you learnt that;

1. The Portugal and Spain not only pioneered but datad
European overseas venture initially.

2. During this era of dominance they monopolized
dividends of their expansion.

3. The desire of other nations to participate and fiefrem
the epansion resulted in intense rivalry amongst
various European nations.

4. The late arrivals to the expansion scene had twefolly
engage themselves by attacking the outposts dadltkady
established nations.
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Assessment

9.1 Account for the Portuguese competition witheotBuropean
countries for the Asian trade.

9.2 Identify factors that gave rise to the sucadssther European
nations in their quest at wrestling power from Bgal and
Assignment Spain for Asian trade.
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Study Session 10

Rival Empires in the Americas

Introduction

Until the end of the I"century, Europeans had no idea that N
and South America existed. Their eventual discegeby late
arrivals in the European exploration scene intetinationa
rivalries. Thus, the focus of study session will drethe Atlantic
power struggle, including Spain, Portugal, and Eearcompete
for colonial territory and vastly increased theieadth. We shal
also look into how these economic developments hexmoed
other countries to renaissance ideas and gave tthemesources t
rival Italy in cultural expansio

Learning Outcomes

©

Outcomes

Terminology

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta

10.1 Examine the nature and extent of Europearryiva the
Americas and the numbers of countries that pagteip in
the struggle.

Encomienda a grant by the Spanish Crown to a colonist in Aoz
conferring the right to demand tribute and for
labour from the Indian inhabitants of an a

Sailor a person whose job it is to work as a member o
crew of a commercial or naval ship or boat, espigc
one who is below the rank of offic

10.1 Europeans in Americas

10.1.1 Portuguese in Americas

The Portuguese began a race to build a commentigire in the
early 15th century by exploring the coast of We#ticA. There
they established a trade in gold and slaves; byl6th century
African slaves were commonplace throughout southand
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western Europe. Other trade items encouraged etparof other
areas. In the North Atlantic Ocean, an enormoualyable trade in
fish encouraged boats of all European nations aockefor fishing
grounds farther from Europe. Spices drew exploaeosind the tip
of Africa to Southeast Asia. Europeans, lackingrigefation,
needed spices to preserve the meat they ate. Bingrairectly
with the East, Europeans could avoid costly custaiuses, or
taxes, charged by the rulers of every country betwegypt and
Europe for letting spice shipments pass through.

A pivotal point in European expansion occurredhat ¢nd of the
15th century. In 1492 ltalian navigator Christoph@olumbus
sailed west across the Atlantic in an effort tocreAsia by a new
route. Basing his voyage on his calculation of ¢laeth’s size (an
estimate that turned out to be wrong), Columbushed the
Caribbean islands off what would later be calledthi@and South
America. On that journey as well as others thatlovedd,
Columbus claimed the areas and established outpostSpain,
which financed his voyages. Although at first heisted the area
was part of Asia, Columbus eventually realized that was
exploring what he called a “New World,” as yet ualum to
Europeans. In late 1497 Portuguese navigator Vakscdsama
rounded the Cape of Good Hope at the southerrf #griwa and in
the spring of 1498 became the first European tehrdadia by a
sea route. Columbus’s and da Gama’s exploratiotetiespur a
vast movement towards exploration and Europeanna@lem
during the 16th century.

ITQ

Question

Who was the first European to reach India througkaroute?
Feedback

Vasco da Gama

10.1.2 Spaniards in Americas

Within a few years, Spanishconquistadors (conquerors)
overwhelmed the powerful Aztec and Inca Empiresvimat are
now Mexico and Peru. These conquistadors claimediahd for
Spain, and settlements were soon established. Wais the
beginning of the Spanish Empire, which became thstmpowerful
empire of its day. Individual Spanish settlers reee large areas of
land calledencomiendasas well as the right to control the labor of
the people who lived on the land. On these encaanthe
Spaniards raised cattle and sheep, but the mosiriamt product
of New Spain, as the Spaniards called their clambe Americas,
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was silver. The indigenous people, overseen by Spaniards,
mined silver in the mountains of Peru and in Mexiaften at great
risks that resulted in death. The silver that redcBpain helped
finance that country’s trade with other Europeatioms, and it
fueled massive inflation in the price of goods tlested until well
after 1600 throughout Europe. Much of the silvamirthe New
World ended up in India and China. Europeans caoldsell their
goods in Asia, because Asian manufactured goodsicyarly

textiles, were more advanced than those of thegeans. For this
reason, Europeans used the gold and silver acqtioed their

colonies to pay for Asian spices, silk, and cotttoth.

Meanwhile, the Portuguese were starting settlemarsazil. Like
the Spaniards in other parts of the Americas, toek over land
and forced the native population to work it.

ITQ

Question

What was the most important commodity being exgbhky the Sanish
explorers in the America?

Feedback
Silver

10.1.3 Dutch in Americas

In 1609 the Dutch sailors aboard a ship called Hadf-Moon,

reached by an English sailor Henry Hudson landedgathe North
American Coast. Hudson claimed the area for thecibufhe
Dutch quickly became interested in the North Anaamidur trade.
They built trading posts with Native Americans etgent day New
York. They also started the settlement of New Amasten of
Manhattan Island eventually the Dutch colony calldtw

Netherland.

ITQ

Question

Who championed the course of Dutch sailors whicd te the
establishment of Dutch empire called ‘New Nethatian

Feedback
Henry Hudson

10.1.4 British in Americas

England began exploration during the same periothasDutch.
Besides looking for a route to Asia, England hofeefind riches in
the New World. But Spain controlled the gold anl¥esi of the
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former Aztec and Inca empires. The English queern aesailor
named Francis Drake to the Americas to steal gotisiiver from
Spanish ships calledalleonsThe Spanish were furious with the
English for their raids. In 1588, Spain sent 13@psho attack
England. The fleet called the Spanish Armada wakgieSpain’s
large, experienced navy. But the English with ti@ster ships and
better guns defeated the Spanish Armada. Spaionuet ruled the
seas, and it allowed England to gain power. In 1&b@land
granted a charter to the East India Company tdoksttaoverseas
commercial and trade interests. The English govemngranted
the company a monopoly of English trade with thastEIndies,”
which the company eventually stretched to incluide fucrative
opium trade in China. Similar companies were eghbt for the
trade with Africa, Virginia, and elsewhere in thenAricas. The
first English colony in North America was estabéghon Roanoke
Island, off the North American coast. This colomjldd and the
English did not attempt further exploration andocatation in the
Americas until 1604, after they made peace withirsgauring the
17th century, the English established colonieh@&Garibbean and
North America that became the foundations of th&dBr Empire.
In the West Indies, the English established sufartations, and in
1655 they conquered the Spanish colony of Jamdiea,first
English colony taken by force. The English est&lgdsa string of
colonies along the eastern seaboard of North Araeric

ITQ

Question
Where was the first English colony established anthl America?
Feedback

It was established on Roanoke Island, off the Ndktherican
coast

10.1.5 French in Americas

French explorer Jacques Cartier formally claimed tand in
eastern Canada for the French. Cartier had reptotedgroup of
French fur companies that there were a great maryeéring
animals in northern North America. These fur comgsrmpaid for
the major attempt the French made to settle Amefibay hired
Samuel de Champlain to lead the effort. In 1608ar@blain
established Quebec-the first settlement for thendfre He also
explored the Lawrence River. He also mapped Lak&ai@nand
Lake Huron, two of the five Great Lakes. In whahasv New York
Champlain found another lake- which he named wrafimself-
Lake Champlain. Champlain became known as FathéiNefv
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France”. Champlain and French settlers tried toepicd\ative
American ways. Becau of this attitude some Native America
became strong allies of the Fren

In 1673 explorer Louis Joliet and Jesuit missiondgcque:
Marquette reached the Mississippi River and tragdetiown it a:
far as the Arkansas River. In 1682 R-Robert Cavelir Sieur de
La Salle explored the Great Lakes, founded Lougsiand reache
the mouth of the Mississippi River to the Gulf oekico. La Salle
claimed all the land of the Mississippi valley ferance. He name
the area Louisiana in honour of King LouisV. The French
government set up a network of military forts. THa@ts, combine:
with close ties between French settlers and martiv&ldamerican
groups, put France in a strong position. It cowddily defend it
empire against Spain and other Europeauntries. The Englis
faced competition in upper North America as thenEhecolonizec
parts of what is now Canada. In 1608 French explSemuel d¢
Champlain founded the colony of Québec as -trading centre,
strengthening French control of the St. Irence River. The
French were also interested in converting the papeoples t
Christianity, and they used the fur trade to fuhdirt missionar
activities. As the French gained more control inrtNOAmerica,
they developed a rivalry with England thaould come to a hee
during the 18th centur

ITQ

Questior

Where was the first French settlement establisteed] whao
championed the cours

Feedbacl

The first French settlement was establislin Quebec anwas
championed by Samuel de Champl

Study Session Summary

o7

Summary

In this Study Sessic you learnt that;

1. The most strenuous efforts made by Spain and Radrtadkeef
their monopoly of empire intact came under sevéezks in the
sixteenth century by France, England and Hollando
answered His refusal to let them trade freely by damag
attacks on the trade and wealth of the SpanishPamtligues:
Empires.

2. In the seventeenth century they founded their ownpikes
which gave them trading bases, tropical wealth kamdis for
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settlement.

Assessment

Assignment

10.1 Discuss the view that economic rather thaerdtctors gave
rise to European rivalry in the Americas?

Bibliography
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Study Session 17

Impact of European Expansion

Introduction

Europe’s relations with other parts of the globeirtythe Age oi
Exploration had fe-reaching consequences on world history. T
this study session presents how this phenomenortrérasformec
the political, economic, demographic and s-cultural landscape
of world affairs. It is against this background tthais Study
Session sets out to examine these conseque

Learning Outcomes

©

Outcomes

Terminology

When you have studied this session, you shouldleeta

11.1 Describethe impact of European expans

Subordination | Belonging to a lower or inferior class or ra

Periphery The external boundary of any surface or ¢

11.1 Impact of European Expansion

11.1.1 Political Impact

Politically, nations in Europe set up empires ogass Europear
also fought many wars trying to take colonized karicom one
another thus intensifying hatred, suspicion andruis amongs
these countries. Many great civilizations in the eékimas (Aztcs,
Incas, Maya and so on) and Africa were destroyadatofiear
principles of law and systems of government werpased on th
subjugated peoples and conquered lands. Betweéeh dt9 1885
Europe’s continental power and reach were unchgdlérby any
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other area of the world. For Africa, she had tostethe bitter
European occupation and dismemberment in the mntdteand
twentieth centuries. The political domination ofriéé and indeed
other parts of the world that were dominated wasetable
Europeans further exploit the resources of the aead lands and
to protect their investments in these places.

What were the political relations between the Easwp mother
countries and their colonies? The general pictilgeone of

subordination to the political direction of the et country, even
in the English colonies of North America and the stVéndies,

where representative institutions were set up. Gdst example of
centralized control by the mother country is seerthie Spanish
Empire, where the Council of the Indies sent fropai8 to the
Viceroys in Spanish America a never-ending stredntletailed

orders on matters great and small. Similar corftah the centre
was exercised by France over her colonies. Theraontas

accepted by the colonists, though discontent vatid even open
criticism of the situation began to grow with timlevo important
factors, however, kept the colonies loyal; theyeatefed on their
mother countries for defence and for markets. Hl$® imperative
to note that conventions, customs and rules ofrnatenal

relations were also laid during this period.

ITQ

Question

What were the major factors that made colonies wuritie
European domination to accept centralized systegowérnance?

Feedback

The two major factors that made these colonies c¢oept
centralized governance were:

a) Dependence on their mother countries for defencefan
markets;

b) Conventions, customs and rules of internationatiahs
were also laid during this period.

11.1.2 Economic Impact

We begin this section by noting that a major reason the
European overseas venture in thé" I®ntury was the desire to
improve the economic fortunes of the individualsl atates that
embarked on this venture. The exploitation of #sources of the
areas they got to was twofold. First was the exalimn of the
mineral and agricultural resources of the areag ¢joe to some of
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which were eventually colonised. Second was thdo#agtion of

the human resources available in these areas.isnwise, the
Africans and the Amerindians were worse hit. In Bhg&opeans
guest to maximize the land resources of the ateasdot to, they
required cheap labour. For this reason they embaoketrade in
humans beings which lasted for over three centurigse

exploitation of human and material resources of itidigenous
peoples led to inextricable nexus of these aregem@gheries to the
economy of the colonizing metropolitan powersis ltherefore apt
to surmise that the disproportionate economic icglahip between
Europe and most of the eventually colonized areas laid during
this period.

The exchange of products between European courdndstheir
colonies changed economic relations around thedw&ulropean
countries saw their colonies as a way to get richuntries in
Europe became very rich and companies were stdtoedhe
purposes of trade. New products were brought t@firBanking
grew across Europe as hundreds of tons of goldersdnd other
precious metals and minerals were taken out oAthea, Asia and
the Americas to enrich Europe. Other items becormrgprtant in
global trade were the sugarcane and cotton cropiseoAmericas.
Millions of Africans were uprooted during this tiraed sent across
the ocean to the Americas and the Caribbean, mdkurgpeans
who held plantations and businesses in those placés and
powerful. A new middle class of merchants and benlgained
power in Europe.

The new trans-oceanic links and their dominatiorti®yEuropean
powers led to the Age of Imperialism, where Europealonial

powers came to control most of the planet. The g0 appetite
for trade, commodities, empire and slaves gredifiyceed many
other areas of the world. Spain participated in diestruction of
aggressive empires in America, only to substitoteits own and
forcibly replaced the original religions. The patteof territorial

aggression was repeated by other European empices, notably
the Dutch, Russian, French and British.

In coastal Africa, local states supplied the appeif European
slave traders, changing the complexion of coasfac#n states
and fundamentally altering the nature of Africaavsiry, causing
impacts on societies and economies deep inlandAllhatic slave

trade developed after Europeans began exploringeatablishing

trading posts on the Atlantic (west) coast of Adria the mid-15th
century. The first major group of European trader§Vest Africa

was the Portuguese, followed by the British andRrench. In the
16th and 17th centuries, these European colonakembegan to
pursue plantation agriculture in their expandinggassions in the
New World (North, Central, and South America, amel Caribbean
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islands), across the Atlantic Ocean. As Europeanade grew for
products such as sugar, tobacco, rice, indigo, atbn, and as
more New World lands became available for Europes®, the
need for plantation labour increased.

African states already involved in slave tradirsgipplied the
Europeans with African slaves for export across At&antic.
Africans tended to live longer on the tropical péions of the
New World than did European laborers (who were episigle to
tropical diseases) and Native Americans (who wexgemely
susceptible to “Old World” diseases brought by theropeans
from Europe, Asia, and Africa). Also, enslaved nsr women
from Africa were inexpensive by European standaidserefore,
Africans became the major source, and eventuadlyotily source,
of New World plantation labor.

The Africans who facilitated and benefited from #gantic slave
trade were political or commercial elites—generattgmbers of
the ruling apparatus of African states or membérarge trading
families or institutions. African sellers capturgldves and brought
them to markets on the coast. At these markets dearo and
American buyers paid for the slaves with commostiéncluding
cloth, iron, firearms, liquor, and decorative iterthat were useful
to the sellers. Slave sellers were mostly male, taegl used their
increased wealth to enhance their prestige andembrihemselves,
through marriage, to other wealthy families in threalms.

The Africans who were enslaved were mostly prisercérwar or
captives resulting from slave raids. As the demfandglaves grew,
so did the practice of systematic slave raidingictvlincreased in
scope and efficiency with the introduction of finee to Africa in

the 17th century. By the 18th century, most Africdaves were
acquired through slave raids, which penetratedhéarand farther
inland. Africans captured in raids were marched mavell-worn

paths, sometimes for several hundred miles, to etsrkn the
coast.

From the mid-15th to the late-19th century, Europeand
American slave traders purchased approximately @@emillion
slaves from West and west central Africa. A smalicentage of
these slaves, particularly in the early years eftthde, were sent to
Europe, especially to Spain and Portugal. Most, evar, were
shipped across the Atlantic for sale in Portugusseinistered
Brazil; the British, French, Dutch, and Danish msla of the
Caribbean; Spanish-controlled South and Central laaeand the
British North American mainland (later the Unitedateés and
Canada). The Atlantic crossing, known as the MidRHssage, was
nightmarish for slaves, who were poorly fed, subjecabuses at
the hands of the crew, and confined to crampedagéoholds in



Study Session 11Impact of European Expansion

which diseases spread easily. Historians estinmatebetween 1.5
and 2 million slaves died during the journey to Kew World.

Also, the structure of the economic relationshipwleen Europe
and other lands in which they exploit the raw matsrfrom these
areas and provide them with finished goods alsoarnec
entrenched. These raw materials span through dtgirigaiproducts
to mineral resources. This structure has contirtaeshdure up till
the present day.

ITQ

Question

The exploitation of the resources of the areastdteby European
overseas was in twofold, kindly name them.

Feedback

a) Exploitation of their mineral and agricultural resoces,
and
b) Exploitation of their available human resources.

11.1.3 Socio-Cultural Impact

Religion and Language

Some of the most significant cultural changes Eeang effected
in places they conquered were in religion and laggu Christians
set out to convert people to their religion. Missides went to
Asia and Africa, and they also worked to convertelican Indians
to Christianity. In some places, their religionrded with native
traditions to create new kinds of religious pragsicThe Portuguese
conquests opened the way for a great missionayrtefify the
Catholic Church in the East. The first Christiand@r to reach
India were the Franciscans, who had establishedg@les at Goa
and Cochin by 1520. The Dominicans and Jesuitovad. A
notable example was St. Francis Xavier, the ‘Agosftlthe Indies’
as he was called. In a number of Portuguese seftiesnin the East,
the mixed populations resulting from the internage of
Portuguese and Asians formed Christian communitiegh still
exist. The point in emphasis is the fact that Qiamsty was
brought to new lands and peoples. It must also diednthat as
early as the 1% century, Christianity had been introduced into
West Africa. Prominent amongst the places that ionssy
activities operated in was the ancient empire ofiBe

In addition to spreading Christianity, missionaries schools.
They taught their European languages such as $pa&tostuguese,
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English, French and Dutch, the language of the @&i&thds. This
also entailed the introduction of their knowledgestem and its
production processes and conveyance. It is thisishaday styled
Western education.

Cultural exchanges

Indian merchants involved in spice trade took Indaiisine to
Southeast Asia, notable present day Malaysia athohksia, where
spice mixtures and curries became popular. Europszople
intermarried with the Indians, and popularized waale culinary
skills, such as baking, in India. The Portugues® ahtroduced
vinegar to India, and Franciscan priests manufadtut from
coconut toddy. European forms of dressing, archite¢food and
so on were also transferred to other parts of lbieeg

After Columbus’ arrival in the Americas, the animplant, and

bacterial life of these two worlds began to mixisTprocess, first
studied comprehensively by American historian Alfr€rosby,

was called the Columbian Exchange. The Columbianh&mnge

had dramatic and lasting effects on the world. Miseases were
introduced to Amerindian populations that had norpexperience
of them. The results were devastating. These pbpntaalso were
introduced to new weeds and pests, livestock, atsl iNew food
and fibre crops were introduced to Eurasia andcAfrimproving

diets and fomenting trade there. In addition, thelu@bian

Exchange vastly expanded the scope of producti@ommie popular
drugs, bringing the pleasures—and consequences—etfeeg

sugar, and tobacco use to millions of people ardhedlobe.

ITQ

Question
Who was the first Christian command to reach India?
Feedback

The first Christian commands to reach India werde ‘t
Franciscans'.

11.1.4 Introduction of Diseases

Soon after 1492, sailors inadvertently introdudeelsé diseases—
including smallpox, measles, mumps, whooping couugftiyenza,
chicken pox, and typhus—to the Americas. The Nafiwgericans
had no such immunities. Adults and children alileravstricken by
wave after wave of epidemic, which produced -cabasiic
mortality throughout the Americas. In the largentces of highland
Mexico and Peru, millions of people died. On somailibean
islands, the Native American population died outptetely. In all,
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between 1492 and 1650, perhaps 90 percent of rigteAimericans
had died. This loss is considered among the lardestographic
disasters in human history. By stripping the Amasiof much of
the human population, the Columbian Exchange rockael
region’s ecological and economic balance. Ecosystamare in
tumult as forests re-grew and previously huntednafs increased
in number. Economically, the population decreasmdint by the
Columbian Exchange indirectly caused a drastic Uatshortage
throughout the Americas, which eventually contrdaltto the
establishment of African slavery on a vast scaklh@mAmericas.

By 1650, the slave trade had brought new diseaseh, as malaria
and yellow fever, which further plagued Native Amans. They
also had another disease, probably a form of tulbests that may
or may not have been similar to the pulmonary tollesis
common in the modern world. Native Americans alppasently
suffered from a group of illnesses that included tf@erms of
syphilis. One controversial theory asserts thatvigregereal syphilis
epidemic that swept much of Europe beginning in4ld®me from
the Americas; however, the available evidence remai
inconclusive.

ITQ

Question

Can you point out how the introduction of Columl’ﬂ‘iachan%e
indirectly affected American economy in the ™@nd 1
centuries?

Feedback

The introduction of Columbia Exchange brought akmyulation
decrease leading to labour shortage throughouAnhericas.

11.1.5 Introduction of Crops and Animals

Before Columbus, the Americas had plenty of domatgd plants.
By the time Columbus had arrived, dozens of plamse in regular
use, the most important of which were maize (copotatoes,
cassava, and various beans and squashes. Lespsricotuded
sweet potato, papaya, pineapple, tomato, avocatyag peanuts,
chili peppers, and cacao, the raw form of cocoghWi20 years of
Columbus’ last voyage, maize had established iiséiforth Africa
and perhaps in Spain. It spread to Egypt, whebedame a staple
in the Nile Delta, and from there to the Ottomanpiiey especially
the Balkans. Maize appeared in China in the 16thtucg and
eventually supplied about one-tenth of the graippdu there.
While maize and potatoes had the greatest worldorsal
importance of the American crops, lesser crops niaeie marks as
well. In West Africa, peanuts and cassava provitea foodstuffs.
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Cassava, a tropical shrub native to Brazil, hasclsyaroots that
will grow in almost any soil. In the leached sod§ West and
Central Africa, cassava became an indispensabje Tiaxlay some
200 million Africans rely on it as their main soarof nutrition.

Cacao and rubber, two other South American crogsartne
important export items in West Africa in the 20tantury. The
sweet potato, which was introduced into China ie tb60s,
became China’s third most important crop after acel wheat. It
proved a useful supplement to diets throughouintbaesoon lands
of Asia. Indeed, almost everywhere in the worlde am another
American food crops caught on, complementing engstirops or,
more rarely, replacing them. By the late 20th centabout one-
third of the world’s food supply came from planist cultivated in

the Americas.

The Europeans brought wheat, barley, and rye. Ht®y brought
Mediterranean plantation crops such as sugar, laanamd citrus
fruits, which all had originated in South or SowbieAsia. At first,
many of these crops fared poorly; but eventuallgythall

flourished. After 1640, sugar became the mainstdlgeCaribbean
and Brazilian economies, becoming the foundatiogrsémme of the
largest slave societies ever known. The productbrrice and
cotton, both imported in the Columbian Exchanggetber with
tobacco, formed the basis of slave society in tmitdd States.
Wheat, which thrived in the temperate latitude®Nofth and South
America and in the highlands of Mexico, eventudigcame a
fundamental food crop for tens of millions of pemph the
Americas.

When it came to animals, however, the Native Anasrsc
borrowed eagerly from the Europeans. The ColumBachange
brought horses, cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, armallectton of other
useful species to the Americas. Before ColumbusiyBl&merican
societies in the high Andes had domesticated llamdpacas, dogs,
turkeys and guinea pigs. Of all the animals intastl by the
Europeans, the horse held particular attractiortivBlaAmericans
first encountered it as a fearsome war beast ridderSpanish
conquistadors. However, they soon learned to ndkraise horses
themselves. Cattle, sheep, pigs, and goats als@grpopular in
the Americas Within 100 years after Columbus, huge herds & wi
cattle roamed many of the natural grasslands oAthericas. Wild
cattle, and, to a lesser degree, sheep and goatsgced the food
crops of Native Americans, notably in Mexico. Eweaily ranching
economies emerged, based variously on cattle, goasheep. The
largest ranches emerged in the grasslands of Velsezand
Argentina, and on the broad sea of grass thatchw&rdt from
northern Mexico to the Canadian prairies. Nativeehicans used
the livestock for meat, tallow, hides, transpodatiand hauling.
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Along with plants and animals, Europeans introduttesdr ideas,
culture, and technology to the places they expldPedple in Asia,
Africa and the Americas all learned new ways ofinkyv and
working.

ITQ

Question

Which crop became Chinese third most important afer rice
and wheat during the age of European exploration?

Feedback
Sweet Potato

11.1.6 Spread of Geographical Knowledge

Even though much of the travel during the Age oplgration was
done in an effort to find new trade routes, it Halve a significant
impact on geography. By travelling to differentioegs around the
globe, explorers were able to learn more aboutsdiea Africa and
the Americas. In learning more about such placegloesrs were
able to bring knowledge of a larger world back tordpe. In
addition to just learning about the presence oldhds themselves,
these explorations often brought various new sge@meportant to
biogeography) and new cultures of people to ligtdar example
Capt. Cook’s voyages brought back a significant @amhoof
information from previously unvisited parts of therld. Methods
of navigation and mapping also improved as a resfulhe travels
of people like Prince Henry the Navigator. Priohie expeditions,
navigators used traditional portolan charts whieptkhem tied to
the shoreline. Among the many goals of his expeuitiwere to
develop a new nautical chart so future sailorsatsall out of sight
of land. He did so, creating one of the first nealtimaps. This
would later be refined by explorers like Vasco Dant,
Columbus, and Cabral.

The Age of Exploration served as a stepping stoneyéographic
knowledge. It allowed more people to see and stuatious areas
around the world which increased geographic stgdyng us the
basis for much of the knowledge we have today.

ITQ

Question

Prior to the expedition periods, thascharting course
that was in vogues.
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Feedback
Portolan charts

11.1.7 Spread of European Technology

The European explorations of the ™®57/" centuries also
introduced new technologies. They took guns anel steparts of
Africa. In the Americas, they introduced guns atekk as well as
ways to use the wheel. Europeans also introducedida of using
animals as technology. They brought horses, whierevgood for
transportation and for carrying heavy loads. Oxemld be used to
plough fields. People also learned to make canitea cow fat.

European ideas also changed industries in the AaseriFor
example, animals were used to carry silver from esinThe
introduction of sheep and sugarcane also createdimgustries.

People began to make new kinds of textiles anddw gugarcane
on plantations, or large farms.

ITQ

Question

List any three technology introduced by the exp®auring the age of
exploration

Feedback
Your list will likely include: guns steel, wheealnd use of animals

11.1.8 Demographic Impact

A large stream of migrants developed, moving fromdpe (Spain,
Portugal, England, France and the Netherlandg)egméw colonies
in Northern and Southern America. Unfavourablewmstances in
the form of bad hygiene, lack of proper nutritiastimate and
disease all took their toll on the lives of migmartioth while
travelling to and while residing in the coloniess A result, many
more migrants were needed in order to be able &tasuthe
colonial organizational system and economy. Padlgatisfy this
need, a second migration stream was set in motomadbonial
powers, taking many slaves from Africa to Americaarder to
perform manual labour in the colonies. The migratd Europeans
to America also had an effect within Europe as maepple
seeking work moved towards the harbours from whtre
(transatlantic) ships left. Also, the Europeangd ta# for America
to earn more money than they did at home left lefobs which
were taken by labourers coming from poorer coustrieSome
colonial powers, England for instance, sent th&sidents to the
colonies. This decision was successful from botbramercial and
a religious standpoint, yet it led to a revolutiagainst colonial
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rule. France on the other hand did not allow Hugtg-skilful
sailors and merchar- to migrate to New France and in doing
hindered the economic development of the coloi

ITQ

Questior

What were the unfavourable circumstances experikrge the
new colonies in Northern and Southern America foilg alarge
stream of migrants that developed during the ageploration

Feedbacl

Some of the unfavourable circumstances experiebgékdese nev
colonies include; bad hygiene, lack of proper tigtni climate anc
disease

Study Session Summary

o7

In this Study Sessic you have learnt that;

1. The expansion of Europe to other parts of the wbdd
lasting legacies as it brought about the transferseas o

Summary European culturestheir languages, religion, principles
law and government, scientific owledge and its
application to the needs of society thus revolutiog the
course of the history of mankind.

Assessment

Assignment

The Age of Discovery left indelible footprints on vatistory”.
Assess this assertion with relevant exam
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