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Vice-Chancellor's Message

The Distance Learning Centre is building on a sbidlition of over two decades of
service in the provision of External Studies Praogre and now Distance Learning
Education in Nigeria and beyond. The Distance Legrrmode to which we are

committed is providing access to many deservingeNagns in having access to higher
education especially those who by the nature o tlegagement do not have the
luxury of full time education. Recently, it is coibuting in no small measure to

providing places for teeming Nigerian youths who éme reason or the other could
not get admission into the conventional universitie

These course materials have been written by wrgpesially trained in ODL course
delivery. The writers have made great efforts tovjate up to date information,
knowledge and skills in the different disciplinegdaensure that the materials are user-
friendly.

In addition to provision of course materials innprand e-format, a lot of Information
Technology input has also gone into the deployméburse materials. Most of them
can be downloaded from the DLC website and ardabtaiin audio format which you
can also download into your mobile phones, IPod3MRong other devices to allow
you listen to the audio study sessions. Some ofthey session materials have been
scripted and are being broadcast on the univessityamond Radio FM 101.1, while
others have been delivered and captured in audigaliformat in a classroom
environment for use by our students. Detailed mi@iion on availability and access is
available on the website. We will continue in otfods to provide and review course
materials for our courses.

However, for you to take advantage of these formais will need to improve on

your I.T. skills and develop requisite distancermgagy Culture. It is well known that,

for efficient and effective provision of Distancealning education, availability of
appropriate and relevant course materialsssi@qua non. So also, is the availability

of multiple plat form for the convenience of oundgnts. It is in fulfilment of this, that

series of course materials are being written tdkenaur students study at their own
pace and convenience.

It is our hope that you will put these course matsito the best use.

pelifon]

Prof. Abel Idowu Olayinka
Vice-Chancellor



Foreword

As part of its vision of providing education ftitiberty and Development” for
Nigerians and the International Community, the @nsity of Ibadan, Distance
Learning Centre has recently embarked on a vigorepssitioning agenda which
aimed at embracing a holistic and all encompasapoach to the delivery of its
Open Distance Learning (ODL) programmes. Thus veecammitted to global best
practices in distance learning provision. Apart nfroproviding an efficient
administrative and academic support for our stuigjeme are committed to providing
educational resource materials for the use of duwdehts. We are convinced that,
without an up-to-date, learner-friendly and dis@nkearning compliant course
materials, there cannot be any basis to lay clanbding a provider of distance
learning education. Indeed, availability of appraf@ course materials in multiple
formats is the hub of any distance learning provisvorldwide.

In view of the above, we are vigorously pursuingaasatter of priority, the provision
of credible, learner-friendly and interactive caummaterials for all our courses. We
commissioned the authoring of, and review of comnsgerials to teams of experts and
their outputs were subjected to rigorous peer reveensure standard. The approach
not only emphasizes cognitive knowledge, but aksitssand humane values which are
at the core of education, even in an ICT age.

The development of the materials which is on-gaisp had input from experienced
editors and illustrators who have ensured that #reyaccurate, current and learner-
friendly. They are specially written with distantgarners in mind. This is very

important because, distance learning involves maidential students who can often
feel isolated from the community of learners.

It is important to note that, for a distance leartmeexcel there is the need to source
and read relevant materials apart from this coursgerial. Therefore, adequate
supplementary reading materials as well as otHerrmation sources are suggested in
the course materials.

Apart from the responsibility for you to read tlsisurse material with others, you are
also advised to seek assistance from your coursiéitdeors especially academic
advisors during your study even before the inteéractession which is by design for
revision. Your academic advisors will assist youngsconvenient technology
including Google Hang Out, You Tube, Talk Fusiom;. eout you have to take
advantage of these. It is also going to be of inseeadvantage if you complete
assignments as at when due so as to have necéssdipacks as a guide.

The implication of the above is that, a distan@rer has a responsibility to develop
requisite distance learning culture which includdgent and disciplined self-study,
seeking available administrative and academic suppod acquisition of basic
information technology skills. This is why you aemcouraged to develop your



computer skills by availing yourself the opportynif training that the Centre’s
provide and put these into use.

In conclusion, it is envisaged that the course natewould also be useful for the

regular students of tertiary institutions in Nigewho are faced with a dearth of high
quality textbooks. We are therefore, delighted tespnt these titles to both our
distance learning students and the university’sileegstudents. We are confident that
the materials will be an invaluable resource to all

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewensl @roduction staff for the high quality of work.

Best wishes.

O . ==

Professor Bayo Okunade
Director
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About this course manual

About this course manual

African Civilisation from the earliest Times to I58DHDS101 has
been produced by University of Ibadan Distance hiear Centre. All
course manuals produced by University of IbadanaDise Learning
Centreare structured in the same way, as outlietmhb

How this course manual is

structured

The course content

The course is broken down into Study Sessions. E3iddy Session
comprises:

An introduction to the Study Session content.

Study Session outcomes.

Core content of the Study Session with a varietigafning activities.
A Study Session summary.

Assignments and/or assessments, as applicable.

Bibliography is provided while starting the course.

Your comments

After completing African Civilisation from the e@$t Times to 1500 AD
we would appreciate it if you would take a few mawseo give us your
feedback on any aspect of this course. Your feddimght include
comments on:

Course content and structure.

Course reading materials and resources.
Course assignments.

Course assessments.

Course duration.

Course support (assigned tutors, technical hetp), et

Your constructive feedback will help us to improaed enhance this
course.
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General Introduction

African civilization up to 1500 AD is intended torqvide reading
materials for undergraduate students and all schoiaterested in
acquiring knowledge on the early man and his ad@ii leading
development of early centres of civilisation in i&&.

The course leads students to explore the variaysoptions on the origin
of man and the stages of his early developmentfiita It shows that
from the Ape-man to the Homo sapiens, the early maAfrica had
demonstrated his ability to modify his environmémtsuit his purpose.
Thus, he made tools of varying types and stylesdhable researchers to
identify the different cultures associated with ceading stone ages. In
addition, he also made significant discoveries whetilizations were
germane to the origin and grouse of early centressiisation in Africa.

It is written in a very simple style for the compession of students in
the initial stages of their study. It is especiallgommended for history
students and also for those of cognate disciplgweh as archaeology
political science and anthropology. Students anseamchers in the
Institute of African studies will find the courseaiul.
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Getting around this course manual

Margin icons

While working through thisccourse manuajou will notice the frequer
use of margin icons. These icons serve to “sigrigoparticular piece c
text, a new task or change in activity; theye been included to help y«
to find your way around thicourse manual.

A complete icon set is shown below. We suggest yioat familiarize
yourself with the icons and their meaning befoegtstg your stud

=

Activity Assessment Assignment Case study
Discussion Group Activity Help Outcomes

. |

o l

0 |

Note Reflection Reading Study skills
o7 /

Summary Terminology Time Tip



Study Session 1Africa and Her Environment

Study Session 1

Africa and Her Environment

Introduction

In this study session, we will take averview of Africa. We will alsc
examine the structure of Afric

Learning Outcomes

After studyinc this session, you should be able to:
1.1 highlight the nature of Africa

1.2 examine structure of Africa environment
Outcomes

1.1 Overview of Africa

Africa is the second largest continent in the woHlds next in size an
population to Asia, and more than three times tke sf the Unitec
States. With 54 independent countries (more casithan other regiot
of the world), Afrca is extraordinarily diverse. Africa suppc
approximately 12 percent of the world’s populatiomith over 77C
million people. The people are of different ethgioups. They spee
hundreds of languages and practise three mainiaedg namely
traditional religion, Christianity and Islam

ITQ

Questior

Name two natures of Africi

Feedbac

1. Africa is the second largest continent in thele:

2. They speak hundreds of languages and practige thain religions
namely, traditional religiorChristianity and Islan
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1.2 Structure of Africa Environment

The environment had influenced the people’s wayliff as they

struggled to adapt. Majority of the population ware are still farmers
and herders. Their survival is thus tied to thedlamdeed, majority of
Africans are farmers, growing food crops includisgrghum, millet,

yams, bananas, maize and other cereals in the rsgvaand forest
regions. Herding livestock such as cattle, goats Gamels is the major
livelihood in the drier savannah areas and in samdi-regions like the
Sahel. Hunting and gathering, now almost extirgcstill practised in two
of Africa’s most challenging ecological regions, thg San people of the
Kalahari Desert and by the Mbuti people of the Q@osgain forest.

These three occupations are primarily based onstahse economy thus
the farmers, herders and hunters (foragers) aeetllirdependent on the
land for survival.

Indeed, Africa is a region of great extremes. Ihtams some of the
earth’s driest land, and some of its wettest. & e world’s longest
rivethe River Nile, the largest desert, the Saharaj endowed with
abundant natural resources. It is the most ceotmatinent in the world,
with most of its land mass in the tropics. In terafsvegetation, it is
divided into the forest, grassland, savannah aadlédsert zones. Hence,
its history has been a constant struggle betweem mad his
environment. The topography of the region fac#iteasy movement of
man from one zone to the other except the forest mehere thick forest,
entangle vegetation and lianas impede movement @awgide area. As
indicated above, the continent is also watered iffgrdnt rivers and
streams. These not only serve as sources of dgnkater, but also as
means of transportation and communication. Suadtrgiinclude Rivers
Niger and Benue, among others.

In view of the fad that there had been a constanggle between man
and us environment, the African had tried to masterenvironment and
transform its negative forces to positive valuesddy, the earth’s surface
continues to move, with long-term implications fbe African continent.
In the east of Africa, the earth’s crust contintesseparate along the
Great Rift Valley. This long and wide depressionrbloairs Lakes
Victoria, Tanganyika and Malawi. Moving inland frafime narrow plains
and escarpment, much of Africa is a series of platnd highlands that
have a number of significant basins, valleys andrrsystems. On the
northwest corner of Africa lies the Maghreb (Araliame for west)
where the soil has been fertile since antiquitye Ttorthern plateau
features the largest desert in the world, thathis,Sahara, which covers
30 percent of Africa, and is the size of the Unifdtes. The Sahel, a dry
semi-arid scrubland, stretches across the contswrth of the Sahara. In
spite of its harsh climate, the Sahel has long liberhome to nomadic
herdsmen. South of the Sahel lies tropical Savanmhaich forms a band
around Africa’s rain forests, from West Africa tadf Africa’s Serengeti
Plain and then back to southern Africa’s Atlantiast? These woodlands
and vast grasslands have an annual rainfall ob8Din. per year. In the
Savannah, wild life such as antelopes, zebras,ffegra buffaloes,
elephants, rhinoceroses, lions, cheetahs, andrigmphound.
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The African rain forest forms one of the largesipical forests in the
world, stretching with only a few gaps from Westigd through the DR
Congo. The area receives about 70in. of rain par gad has an average
temperature above 80° Fahrenheit. With prolific etagon, gorillas,
monkeys, snakes, flying squirrels, and other witel ¢an be found in the
rain forest. To the east of the continent, on tleenHof Africa, are the
highlands of Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Somalia. Beeawd the ample
rainfall, cool climate and rich soil, the anciente€ks regarded the
highlands of Ethiopia as the “favourite earthlyidesce of the gods”.
South and east of the Ethiopian highlands are falnydhot plains and
deserts.

Southern Africa is a vast plateau surrounded bgastal strip that varies
in width. The plateau is generally dry, open Sa@dncountry with grass
or bush. However, the Kalahari and Namib Desegsaso in the south,
and like the Sahara and the deserts of the Hoey, dbt less than Sin, of
rain a year. Southern Africa can be quite coldryiiis winter months of
May, June and July. Vegetation ranges from forestd grasslands
through bush and scrublands. Wild life includes nag leopards,
antelopes, cheetahs, and crocodiles.

Africa’s rivers have historically served as impaottachannels of
communication and trade. Africa has three majoerrivasins. The Nile
River in northeast Africa starts from two sourct® Blue Nile in the

highlands of Ethiopia and the White Nile in the &réakes region. Its
6,560km mile course earns the Nile the distinctérbeing the world’s

longest river. The Nile River basin supports a dgogpulation and gives
rise to one of the world’s most ancient and compiaisations. The

Niger River constitutes the second major river masihe Upper Niger
basin feeds the Niger River, which runs 4,160knflodvs through rain

forests and plateaus in West Africa, a region that historically

supported a dense population. The Niger Valley thascentre of some
of West Africa’s most ancient and powerful kingdorRarther south, the
Congo River basin, feeding the 4,800km long Conge@IRis located in

the large interior tropical forest area of Centkéica. The Congo River
runs through the DR Congo and forms part of thelbiobetween the
Republic of Congo and the DRC, and Angola and tHeCD The

continent’s other important resources include thmBesi River, Africa’s
Great Lakes and Lake Chad. African river systenesuaat for 40 percent
of the world’s potential hydropower.

Significantly, Africa has some of the world’s lasgaleposits of energy
and mineral resources. Some countries have thentiteto be
prosperous on the basis of their natural resouatmse. This is true of
Algeria, Angola, Gabon, Libya and Nigeria, whichvldarge oil reserves
and South Africa, where over 40 percent of the #erjold and platinum
are mined. Angola, Botswana, the Central Africarpuidic, the DRC,
Ghana, Namibia, Sierra Leone, South Africa and &arazhave diamond
mines. Coupled with Russia, these countries produast of the world’s
diamonds. Beyond oil, gold, platinum and diamordfjca has rich
deposits of other minerals. Botswana, the DRC, Isoifrica, and
Zambia have large copper deposits. The DRC als®bagsercent of the
world’s known cobalt reserves and the world’s latgaupply of radium.
The DRC, the Central African Republic, Gabon, NaajitNiger and
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South Africa have, with Russia, most the world’s uranium. Sever
states in Southern Africa and West Africa, espgci@uinea, have larg
bauxite deposits. Iron ore is found throughout doatinent. Indeec

Africa has an abundance of natural resources, givimny of its

countries the potdial to become quite prosperous, but why so few
economically strong and so many economically weakpoor is &
complex issue beyond the scope of this s

From the foregoing, therefore, it is worth conchglthat Africa, which i
the birthplace of 1lankind is indeed a continent of great extremelgdf
up with life and struggles, such as the dramatteeexes of drought ar
flood or heat and cold that could be deadly to tastimals and humanit
However, Africa’s people have met these innovationer the years.
Significantly, too, the ecological adjustments b tlandscape can
traced all the way back to the human species, whichaeologists hay
traced to East Africa, well over one million yeago, and learned -
survive by hunting and gatring. This is the focus of the next chap
However, within the myriad challenges of studyifg ttontinent, ther
are wonderful stories to be told about each nasind the variety o
people contained within it. What stands out aboifuticA and its herage
is its antiquity, and how this antiquity might rgstacefully inside
rapidly changing world. From Egypt to South Africthe African
countries present the oldest known civilisation #reorigin of humanit'
itself, but each nation is also uniquéemodern, facing the struggles
today and searching for a way to bring about dgaraknt and improv
the quality of life for the people. But in this djuwe are basicall
concerned about examining the past of Africa angs tthe questior
What has happed in the last millennium to this great continen
continent that holds the key to the evolution ofnamity, a continent th:
developed the first language skills that allow ascobmmunicate an
evolve complex social structures? This work, Ireitgirety, examines the
history of the African from the earliest times t80D A.D. in an effort t
understand how it continues to struggle to develbpis is becaust
regardless of the glories of the past, Africa isaatinent hungry fo
development, and lookil for a renaissance.

Study Session Summary

2y,

Summary

In this study session, we madearerview of Africa. Vle also examined
the structure of Africi
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Assessment

Q)

Assessment

SAQ 1.1 (testing learning outcomes 1.

1.1 Highlight the nature of Africi

SAQ 1.2 (testing learning outcomes 1.2)
1.2 Examine structure of Africa environme.
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Study Session 2

10

Africa and the Origin of Man

Introduction

In this study session, we wdiscuss postulations on how man origin.
In doing sc we will examine the bibtial theories ¢ man’s origin; we
will also explain the discovery of Louis SeymourzBtlLeakke.

Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

After studying this session, you should be akb:
2.1 discuss the biblical theories on origin of man

2.z explainthe discovery of Louis Seymour Bazett Lea

2.1 The Origin of Man

The origin of man has been a subject of controverssr the years. |
fact, several postulations have been made befersdientific era. Somr
of these will be examined below Howeveiven the importance of th
chapter, especially as it focuses on Africa anddtigin of humanity
there is the need to ask the question, When exdot history begin
Put differently, when does it become the busindskigiorians to tall
about the pst? For a long time, until the emergence of Afribistorians
and the acceptance of oral sources or evidendavothe reconstructio
of historical events, historians only dealt witltieties that left a writte
record. Indeed, the reconstruction oriods and places without writte
records were left to archaeologists, that is, solsolwho specialise |
retrieving and analyzing the physical remains ohpanimals, artefact
etc. left behind by human groups and societies. tihero group o
scholars, amely, paleontologists, examines the actual remafiliving
organisms in the form of fossi

It is significant that African historians take peidn interdisciplinan
approach to history. This is to say that we ardinglto use any form ¢
evidence tat tells us about what happened in the African. gdstvever,
for the subject of this chapter, studies carrietl muarchaeologists ar
paleontologists are not only germane, but alsécatjtfor we are dealin
with a historical scope that covers mills of years, long before anythi
was documented. There is no gainsaying that Afiscthat part of th
world in which most or even all of the critical gés of evolution too
place. Hence, in this chapter and the next we wiamine all the
postulation or theories and the stages by which the human ex
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evolved, both in terms of physical changes and @ilsodevelopment of
culture. In fact, it is what man does and what sighat makes him
different from other living things. Besides, we kraso discover that
there are significant debates over the interpiadf the evidence found
in the fossil and archaeological records, and tihete debates centre on
the place of Africa in the final stages of the orignd the evolution of
man. Attempt will how be made to discuss the vazidheories
sequentially.

2.1.10rigin of Man: The Biblical Theories

Before the 18th century, man’s knowledge of higjiarand the origin of
the world in which he lived has been greatly infloed by the biblical
story of creation enunciated in the book of Genekiapters 1 and 2.
According to the book of Genesis, God created thedvand all the
things there in six days. He rested on the sewdsytMan happened to be
the last to be created on the sixth day. The fiedtof human beings,
Adam and Eve, were created and placed in the Gaxidéden.

However, in 1593, one Archbishop James Usher progedi a thesis that
the world was created on October 23, 4004 B.C. &cfbck in the
morning. But by the 18th century, discoveries ofnmaade tools and
fossils of animals and human beings that had livethe very ancient
past had begun to generate controversies aboutatiuee and origin of
man. The Church suppressed scientific findings.ddeat the same time,
scientists’ opinions were still much influenced twg biblical theory of
creation. Thus, church-influenced scientists exjitaj the origin of the
fossils advanced two theories.

Deluvial Theory

The first was théeluvial Theory. The theory emerged from the biblical
story of the great deluge in the days of Noah. &m@onents maintained
that all creatures, except those saved by NoahodtsGommand, had
perished during the great flood that destroyedwbdd. The fossils that
had been discovered were therefore the remainshaget who had
perished in the flood and buried under the deltvas tovered the earth
after the water had subsided.

Catastrophic Theory

The second theory was th@atastrophic Theory. This theory was

advanced when different fossils of animals werenébun successive
geological strata, which indicated that the animalsst have lived at
different geological periods. Baron George Cuvies, French

palaeontologist, who explained that there had lsmtessive creations
and catastrophies, propounded the theory. He opihatl God's first

creation consisted of marine creatures; the secondisted of reptiles
and the third, mammals. All these were destroyeccessively. The
fourth creation was also destroyed with the exoeptif Noah and those
in his Ark. Thus, according to this theory, fossifshuman beings could
only be found around the valley of the Euphrateemhthe Garden of
Eden was located and where Noah had placed hisTAwk.theory infers

that no contemporary fossil of the remains of défe species of animal
or man could be found imtu.

11
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However, in the 19th century a number of discowepmvided evidence
that disproved the Deluvial and Catastrophic theoend indicated that
man had existed before the so-called deluge. Sdntleese discoveries
are as follows:

D In 1823, Dean Buckland, a clergyman and Read&eology in
the University of Oxford discovered a human skeiettong with
tools made from ivory and bones of extinct animaisa
limestone cave in Paviland, South Wales. Buckldrmalyever,
believed that the skeleton was that of a pre-deluwan, while
those of the animals were those of deluvial mamrtres must
have been washed into the cave by flood waters.

(2) In 1833, Schmerling, a Belgian anatomist, dieced two skulls
(in the Grotted’Engis) along with the remains ofist animals
near Liege. He declared that his discovers werelasive proof
that man had been living in Europe long beforedislege.

3) Other discoveries of skulls were made in Gitbrin 1848; at
Neanderthal cave (Germany) in 1856; and at SpyeigiBm in
1886.

These discoveries did not only show the contemminarof man and
extinct animals whose remains were found togethetr,also disproved
the belief in a single universal deluge throughbatworld.

By the mid-I9th century, the Deluvial theory hadebediscredited.
Scientists had doubted the universality of the gelult has been
speculated that if the deluge ever took place ustmhave been limited to
the valley of the Euphrates where Adam and all déscendants had
lived. Indeed, scientists doubted Noah'’s abilitetdiect species from all
over the world before the Flood and redistribuenthafter. By this time,
all theories and ideas that had been hitherto sggpd by religious
prejudices had started to feature.

One of these was the theory of organic evolutiohictv stipulated that
one living form could arise out of another ancdgtram instead of being
a result of a separate creation. By the late 1l&tftury some of the
scientists who belonged to | his school of thougéte Carl Linneaus - a
famous Swedish naturalist, Erasmus Darwin of Emgldfather of
Charles Darwin), and Larmack of France. Among tlaéso was Charles
Darwin, the man whose work created great sensatidéurope in the
19th century. In 1859, he published a book entitféd Origin of the
Soecies in which he advanced the view that all speciesnauéable and
can trace their ancestry back to the lowliest fowhdife. In 1871, he
published another one entitlethe Descent of Man in which he applied
the theory of evolution to the origin of man. Damwnaintained in this
book that although man had “risen to the summiheforganic scale, and
had developed a god-like intellect, he still baardis bodily frame the
indelible stamp of his lowly origin”. He stated finer that man descended
from the same stock as the Old World monkeys, whiath 32 teeth like
human beings. He pointed out that the living mansnoélany area were
closely related to the fossilised remains of extisgecies, which had
been discovered there. He postulated thereforesthe¢ chimpanzee and
the gorilla - two primates resembling man - canfduend in Africa, it
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would be reasonable to suppose that man’s birteplemuld eventually
be discovered on the African continent. CharlesArawas therefore the
first man to profess a suggestion that Africa mightthe place of origin
of man.

During the time, Charles Darwin was ridiculed, med¢kand termed a
confusionist. However, various discoveries from 3 @hwards, brought
Charles Darwin’s assertion nearer the truth. Fetaimce, archaeologists
and geologists subsequently discovered materiahiresrsuch as tools,
bones, fossils/skeletons, etc. dating back to omli of years in various
parts of Africa.

Archaeologists have disclosed the number of yedrsuch fossils

through the use of radio carbon dating or Carborad4well as other
different scientific techniques. Such fossils wdeted back to about 60
million years in some cases, indicating that masthave been existing
in Africa for a long time. Thus, evidently, Afridead supported human
habitation for millions of years before the birthGhrist.

Meanwhile, the publication of Darwin’s The DesceftMan astounded
the people who hitherto believed in the creatiomah. It was a definite
break away from the belief itself, ft provided ditien for contemporary
and future scientists concerned with the studyhef eévolution of man.
From henceforth, enquiries were directed towarfi$itding the missing
link between Homo Sapiens and the ape in the lieealution from ape
(Pongid) to man (Hominid); (b) confirming Darwinjsosition that the
birthplace of man would be found on the African tooent.

Before considering the missing link, it is importém point out that man
belongs to a primate group known as the hominidemidid is a
biological term, which refers to the creatures witle ability to stand
erect and walk on their two legs. In this group, wan find other
hominids such as lemurs, gorilla, apes, etc. Thesatures have been
asserted as having been of the same ancestrah osigh man. For
millions of years, the hominids have traversedvihele of Africa. Their
existence have been dated back to more than 6@mpears. Man
especially was regarded as branching off from a&Apes known as the
Pongids. The evolutionary stages of man followellions of years while
the other Ape-like creatures were unable to prageesthe specie that
later became man.

The missing link was christened Pithecanthropuset&@n) by Ernst
Hackel, a German evolutionist in 1866. In 1891, éhegDubois, a young
army Doctor and an apostle of Darwin believed that precursor of a
modern man could be found in the tropics. Aftéraad work in Java, he
found the skull, the molar and a femur of an ugriglalking creature
whose features were more human than any known rappenare ape-like
than any known man. It was halfway between mangdla. The find
was called Pithecanthropus. Dubois’ discovery tetwdstrengthen the
belief that man was cradled in Asia and not in @¢€ras speculated by
Darwin.

However, by the early 20th century new evidenceéAfrica began to
show that Darwin’s prediction might be correct. dogeries in South
Africa between 1923 and 1940 focussed attentiomAfriita. In 1924,

13
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Professor Raymond Dart of the University of Witwateand discovered
at a stone quarry at Taung in South Africa thelskull some facial bones
of a hominid, which he christened Australopithe@fdcanus. Unlike
pithecanthropus, Australopithecus was not an ape-imat the skull was
evidently not that of a true man. Dart and his aehis regarded this
discovery as an important evidence to support Daswmprophecy that
Africa was probably the birthplace of man.

In the same year, Pithecanthropus erectus (the d@aa) was re-
examined and the earliest opinion that it represktite “Missing link”
was reconsidered. Scientists now believed thatag wore human than
Australopithecus. It was subsequently renamed Heractus.

In 1936, the remains of an adult Australopithecivees discovered in a
stone cave at Sterkfontein near Johannesburg. Wds named
Pleisianthropustransvaalensis. In 1938, the bonds aoother

Australopithecifle were found at Kromdraai and itasv called

Paranthropusrobustus. After the World War 1l, twihep discoveries -
Australopithecus promenthus and Paranthropusceassichave been
added to the list of Australopithecines found irutBoAfrica. By 1953,

the number had risen to 40. Dart's discoveries redwakened the
speculation that Africa was the probable birthplatenan. It has been
possible to trace a conceivable evolution of mamfrAustralopithecus
Africanus through Homoerectus to Homosapiens.

ITQ

Question

Name the theory church used to influenced scientistexplaining the
origin of man?

Feedback
1. Deluvial Theory
2. Catastrophic Theory

2.2Louis Seymour Bazett Leakey’s Discovery

14

The man who actually confirms Darwin’s propositiamas Louis

Seymour Bazett Leakey. He was born in Kenya to ragligh Missionary

in 1903. After completing his doctorate degree inddrn Languages,
Archaeology and Anthropology, he devoted himselfutwavelling the

mystery of human origin in Africa. In 1931, he disered a piece of jaw-
bone at Kanam on the shores of Kavirondo Gulf ike_&ictoria. He

claimed that the jaw had features of Homo sapiedsha named it Homo
kanamensis. He regarded it as ancestor to Homaosapiks claims were
not, however, taken seriously by fellow scientistdil about four years
later when similar skull bones were discovered aar&ombe in
Germany in 1933 and South England in 1935.

In 1959, Leakey discovered at the Olduvai Gorgedrthern Tanzania in
East Africa, a skull that he named Zinjanthropusarfrof zinj) popularly
known as the “Nutcracker Man” because of its hugdamteeth. This
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finding was publicised as Australopithecus (Zinfeopus) boisei. Along
with this discovery were stone tools and boneskthet animals. Leakey
at first believed that Zinjanthropus was the maifethe tools. However
at Bed | of the Gorge (and at a slightly lower Igvee found fossil
remains of a skull different from that of Australinecus Zinjanthropus
and slightly bigger than that of Australopithecufidanus. The hand
bones were closer to modern man and the foot itefica habitually
upright walking man. Leakey claims that it belongshe genus of Homo
and he called it Homo Habilis. He concluded thatrdbabilis was the
tool maker.

In 1962, Leakey discovered another form of hombetbnging to neither
Australopithecus nor Homo habilis. He named it gildbmo erectus. At
this time, Leakey's discoveries at Bed Il of ther@ohad proved that
three contemporary co-developing lines of hominidletion existed in

the Olduvai Gorge. These are (1) proto-Homo ered¢agling to Homo

erectus (2) Homo habilis leading to Homo sapiensA(®stralopithecus

leading to extinction. In 1967, his finding was faariticated by the
discovery of the fossils of co-existing Homo Habaind Australopithecus
north of Lake Rudolf by an international expeditioh scientists from

France, the US, Kenya and Ethiopia.

In addition to these finds, Leakey was able to shmyvmeans of

potassium/argon dating method that the Olduvai railgpithecines go

back to the lower Pleistocene period about 1.7ianilyears. He deduced
from a combination of evidence from Olduvai and Blfidliscoveries

that man had already existed in Africa 2.6 millipears ago. He also
found at a site (Koobifora) east of Lake Rudolftthithis period, man in
Africa had been associated with stone tools. Sihes2 was no evidence
of any earlier tool using hominid elsewhere, maririca was therefore

regarded as the earliest tool maker in the world.

Another major concern of Leakey was to prove thammid not evolve in
a lineal form from Ape. In 1915, Sir Arthur Keittadh said, “The gorilla
of today is not a human ancestor, but retains, wp@ase, in much higher
degree than man does, the stock from which botlsedrdKeith had
suggested that the point where the Ape family dedHominid family
separated from the common ancestor might be fountheé Miocene
period.

Leakey's investigation In the Miocene beds (datée28 million years)

of Rusinga Island, in Lake Victoria revealed thafoasil Proconsul,
which had already evolved in ape form existed dige side with

KenyapithecusAfricanus, that had also already eadlin the Hominid
form. Thus, Leakey had proved, by his work in Essd Central Africa,
that a separation of the “pongidae” (apes) from“theminidae” (men)

had already taken place in Africa in the Miocendqek He posited that
the point of separation would have to be sougheanlier Oligocene
periods in the Fayoum region of Egypt. His reseaschonsequently
confirm Darwin’s view that Africa was probably thethplace (origin) of
man.

In conclusion, however, it is significant to nokat explaining the origin
of man is as complex as man himself. Hence, tleengit at religious and
scientific explanations as enunciated above. Y& ivorth mentioning
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that the scientific world has found it very diffittio accept the religiot
and mythical explanations of the origin of man hegathey are ne
verifiable scientifically. The cientific explanation is objective ai
logical. It is based principally on the works ofétionary theorists wh
established the position that all forms of life aterived by gradu:
modification from earlier and simpler forms or froome rudimentar
form. They postulated a process of evolution in whahcomple»
phenomenon develops gradually from a simple beg@inin essenct
man in his present form has evolved from a lowemnfd_ittle wonder the
evolutionary theorists submit to the fact that mveax originally living
like other members of the primate family that imidumonkey, ape
gorilla and chimpanzee. All these possess digidin; toes with flatte
or slightly rounded nails. In the course of evaluatithere is a tendency
walk upright, bu only man has actually taken to a positive erecitipos

Another point to note is the stage of developmédnnan in Africa. As
shown above the stages include, -like ape (Nutcracker Man), Hon
habilis (the man with ability to make tools), Horamectu (the upright
man - in terms of structure) and Homo sapiens (the thigpkor wise
man), which is the last stage of evolut

Study Session Summary

/o7

In this study session, we discussed postulationisosn man originatec
In doing so, we examinethe biblical theories on man’s origin; \
explained the discovery of Louis Seymour Bazettkesl

Summary
Assessment
SAQ 2.1 (testing learning outcomes 2.
@ Discuss the biblical theories on origin of m
Assessment SAQ 2.Z (testing learning outcomes 2.2)

Explain the discovery of Louis Seymour Bazett Le&
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Study Session 3

Introduction

The Stone Age

In this study sessic we will explore theera of Stone AgeStone age is
the earliest period of human history, in which soahd weapons we
made ofstone rather than metal. We will examithe early Stone Age,
the middle Stone Age and the r Stone Age.

Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

After studying this session, you should be akb:
3.1describe the periods in the era of stone age:
» Early stone age
* Middle stone age

* Later stone age

We have seen how Leakey and other archaeologiatedr huma
evolution to the time when man became distinguihilbom ape and th
other primates. In fact, one of the things thatimigiished man fror
animals is hisability to make simple tools. Investigations at @idi
Gorge in Tanzania, Lake Rudolf in Kenya and Omolé&yain Ethiopia
have revealed that about 2.6 million years ago,ihioi about 4.5ft wer
living in groups on, Lake shores using crude stonts (choppers) to kill
and cut their animal preys into pieces. This pegbduman evolution il
which man depended predominantly on stone toolgadbus kinds i
known as the Stone A¢

The Stone Age can be described as the period okithie Culture in
Africa. This was the period before the discovery ohim the wester
parts of Asia and in the Sinai about 6000 B.C. &somere used as toc
and implements to kill animals or as domestic utenlt was also durin
this age that the use of fire was divered. Man has left sufficient sto
tools behind to allow historians and scientiststrice the evolutior
growth and development of the lithic culture in i&&. It is significan
that the Stone Age has been divided into the follgvdistinct period:

(a) The early Stone A
(b) The middle Stone Ay
(c) The later Stone Ac

17
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3.1.1The Early Stone Age

The characteristic tools of the early Stone Agesdoae pebbles, flakes,
hand axes. As a result of variation and differenels of development,
three cultural types have been identified in thesiqu. The first is the
Oldowarz Culture. This is characterised by “pebtdels” and it is
associated with Olduvai Gorge where the tools iiesediscovered. It is
believed that these types of stone tools were usdle earliest period
throughout the world. The tools have been assatiatdh Homo erectus.
Potassium or argon dates from Olduvai Gorge shawatthe Oldowan
culture must have lasted from 2,000,000 years tmab00,000 years.
The second is the Acheullian Culture, which derivsdname from St
Acheul in France where it was first sited. The eltaristic tools are
handaxe, round stone balls and cleaver. Tools edsdavith this culture
are more refined than those of the Oldowan Culidendaxes are found
throughout Africa. Prominent examples are Nok andi Woro dated
500,000-55,000 years in the plateaux area of Nigérhe third is the
Sangoara Culture, which takes its name from SaagdrbLake Victoria
in present-day Uganda. The tools are heavier amtecrthan those of the
Oldowan and Acheulian Cultures. A typical examglehie pick. Makers
of this kind of tools were probably Homo sapienke Tulture seems to
have existed between 55,00-40,000 years.

3.1.2 The Middle Stone Age

Stone tools used at this period are small, verglyiririmmed, flat and
thin. They are shaped like leaves or spear headsiber of other small
tools like flake tools such as chisels and bladmsg(rectangular flakes)
also existed. Like in the early Stone Age, a numbkercultures are
identified in this culture. These include the Lugeem in Congo and
North Central Africa, the Still bay in southern @ah Africa and
Petersburg in South Africa. Cave dwelling seembe@ general feature
of the Middle Stone Age. Tools were grafted uniokst as handles to
make spears.

3.1 3 The Late Stone Age

This is the age before the coming of agriculturd domestication of
animals. Typical tools of this period are micrdith very small flake
tools sharp on one edge and blunt on the othennpbes are found in
Congo, North-Central Africa, East and South Astaisl dated 5,000-
6,000 B.C. Piominent examples of the survivalstef late Stone Age
today are the Khoisan peoples of Kalahari Desed af South Africa.

Dwelling places at this period were rock sheltees/e mouths, open sites
beside rivers or springs. Hunting and gatheringewpredominant as
modes of life. Hunting seemed to be exclusivelywloek of men, while
gathering was the responsibility of the women. khgtweapons were
bows and arrows. Examples of Stone Age sites amuramn in Africa,
especially in Nigeria. These include: Mejiro cavean Old Oyo, Rop
Rock shelter on the Jos Plateau, lwo Eleru nearédkin Ondo State),
the Wilton stone culture typified by the Gwisho ganear Kafue river in
Zambia.
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The late Stone Age people developed the technig@dsunting and

gathering to a high level of expertise. Much of ¢mowledge of this

people comes from extensive archaeological researdtanthropological
studies, but even more important was the dramaticvavid evidence left

behind in the paintings and engravings by the petptmselves on the
rock wall of their caves and shelters. These pajsti usually in red,

yellow, orange, and white revealed scenes of ligirgatures - animal and
humans. Many of them portrayed events such as rignfishing and

dancing, while others appeared to have been irtspiyereligious beliefs

about life, death and the spirit world.

Careful studies of the animal bones and stoneaatefrecovered have
revealed much about the hunting habit of the lat@m&Age man. In the
savannah area, he hunted a wide range of anintalge and small. His
weapon consisted mainly of specially shaped mitrlglued or bound
to wooden shaft to form multi-barbed spears and@ud arrows. The
poisoned arrows became handy in eventually weadimgn, even the
large animals such as antelopes and buffalos nhabited the extensive
plains of Africa. In the densely wooded regionsrses, traps, pits, spears
and axes of Middle Stone Age style were used. Tineted animals
supplied meat for their diet, bones for tools onamnents, skins for
clothing, shelter, leather gathering bags, wateays jand strings for
hunting and for carrying babies.

Apart from hunting, gathering was also very impotteo the late Stone
Age man. Recent studies show that gathering aceduier up to three

guarters of the normal daily diet. Women who usegidg sticks and

carrying leather bags probably did gathering. Toelected a variety of

small and large nuts, fruits, edible roots and tsptermites, locusts and
other edible insects.

For those who lived near big rivers, fishing, asesded by excavations at
Ishango on Lake Albert (later called Lake Mobutadl 8eringo on Lake

Turkana in Congo, developed to become a major pcegation and

source of protein. Aquatic animals were caughtheyuse of bone-hooks,
tidal traps, baskets and nets. Available eviderttewns that the most
thriving or flourishing communities of the periogme located around the
lakes and rivers of the now dry southern regionSatiara Desert. But it
should be noted that the Sahara has not always dekgsert. Africa’s

climate has witnessed considerable variations thespast 20,000 years.
The period 9,000-3,000 BC was a major wet periogdtHe Sahara. The
vegetation was savannah grassland and woodlanchtchygnumerous

and sizeable rivers and streams. There were alsty hates and Lake

Chad at the peak of the wet phase in 7,000 B.@. tmwsover a huge area,
many times its present size.
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ITQ

Questior

Explain stone age
Feedbacl

The Stone Age can be described as the period of thehic Culture
in Africa. This was the period before the discoveryof iron in the
western parts of Asia and in the Sinai about 6000 B.C. St@s were
used as tools and implements to kill animals or asomestic utensil.

Study Session Summary

/o7

In this study sessigwe explored the era of Stone Age. Stone ageei
earliest period ohuman history, in which tools and weapons were n
of stone rather than metal. We examined the eadgeSAge, the middl
Stone Age and the later Stone /

Summary
Assessment
@ SAQ 3.1 (testing learning outcomes 3.
Describe the periods in tlera of stone age:
Assessment
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*Early stone age
*Middle stone age

eLater stone age
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Study Session 4

The Neolithic Age

Introduction

In this study sessiowe will focus onthe revolution of Neolithi

Learning Outcomes

After studying this session, yshould be able to:
4.1 discuss the revolution of Neolit

Outcomes

4.1 The Neolithic Revolution

The last phase of the Stone Age witnessed radiiabtion in the mod
of production and of living of the early man. Thieage is referred to .
the Neolithic Age,which means the new Stone Age. It is so ce
because of the change in stone tools that occutueihg the perioc
There merged a series of much more sophisticatee tools which were
ground, well polished in place of chipped or flaked ones
charicterised the pré&eolithic era. The revolution that occurred incld
that of food productior- the domestication of plants and animals.
late Stone Age period terminated with the Neolithievolutions,
occurring about 10,000 years ago. It was charised by the change
from food gathering to food production, namely, thétivation of crops
and the domestication of animals. Crop cultivamwabably began wit
the gathering of grains and the awareness of thd teleave some see
behind for the foowing year's crop. Hoeing and ploughing &
followed. Animal domestication also began when peogtarted tc
control the movement and breeding of particulamahs considered mo
useful to the community and protecting them fromdators

Considerableopinion expressed by scholars of this period of &
history indicates that domestication of plants andnals started in tr
Middle East (precisely in Anatolia). From theresjiread first into Lowe
Egypt and from thence along the Coast of the Aic Ocean and the
Sahara. Philip Curtin et. al. have indicated thab[500 B.C., cattle wel
domesticated and kept in Fezzan, southern Libyapaodably all ove
nortr-eastern Africa. At the same time, cereals suchadgyand whee
were cultivated. Tt the Sahara shared in this domestication of p
and animals at this period is demonstrated by tlo& painting, whict
featured herding, milking and other forms of socié (Bovidian

21



HDS101

22

African Civilisation from the earliest Times to 1500 AD

pastoral style). Examples of areas characterisatibyype of cultivation

were Tassili in Central Sahara, Fezzan, Ennedi teacks in Algeria.

However, from about 2500-2000 B.C., the Saharasaasto have begun
to Dr Between 2500 B.C. and 2350 B.C., the rivéoped flowing and

lakes dried up gradually.

The inhabitants of the Sahara who were both pdtsraand
agriculturalists migrated northwards and southwafdrge group went
to the Nile Valley and the Horn of Africa (Ethiopmahere they settled by
2000 B.C. Those who moved southwards settled inStiteel region of
West Africa from the Niger bend to Lake Chad. Mavgnt westwards to
Mauritania. All these carried with them their knedge of food
production wherever they went. In this way, the Wiealge of food
production spread into the Sudan and into Ethiopiam Ethiopia, it
diffused southwards along the Rift Valley of Kengad Tanzania in
about 1,500 B.C. The above are the Diffusionistvgi@bout the spread
of food production technology.

The Diffusionists argue that when the cereal greviem the desiccating
Sahara met the population in the forest regionthéosouth where the
indigenous people had evolved a technique of grgwimod called
vegiculture, stimulus diffusion took place. Thedstr people began to pay
more attention to planting root crops and domestigasheep and goats.

Apart from the Middle East, south-east Asia was tla@o centre of
diffusion. Certain root and tree crops such as yaey sugarcane,
banana, and coconut were said to have spread tcAE&s from south-
east Asia. All these crops did not reach Africatteg same time. For
example, banana was first introduced about 2000syago. It spread
from the coast to the interior in the area of Bufgaand Bunyoro where
it provided staple food.

Botanists, particularly Murdock, maintained thatiéd experienced food
production revolution independently. This is the okrionist view
claiming that food production did not spread fronywahere. It is argued
that wheat and barley, which were first domestitatesouth-west Asia,
are crops of temperate zone, which cannot be grimwthe tropics.
Consequently, cereal growth in Africa south of 8ahara arose from the
domestication of wild African grasses. Murdock lsaggested that the
Mande area around the Niger bend was a centre Homdigenous
African domestication of plants. Here, indigenouBidan rice called
Oryzaglaberrima was domesticated. From here, uttevation probably
spread to the forest zone of West Africa.

It is also argued that root crops and plants siglyans, all sorts of
gourds and calabashes; oil and raffia palms weneedticated locally in
the forest regions of Africa. The process begah it discovery by the
hunters and gatherers as well as the fishermenintebited this area
that certain roots, fruits and trees could growiragathe same spot when
planted. Although the protagonists of diffusion @&aneferred to this
process as vegiculture, there is no doubt thatsitam evidence of
indigenous invention of agriculture in Africa.

ITQ
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Questior
Neolithic Revolution is characterised by what

Feedbacl

It was characterised by the change from food gathérg to food
production, namely, the cultivation of crops and tke domesticatior
of animals. Crop cultivation probably began with the gathering of
grains and the awareness of the need to leave soseeds behind fol
the following year's crop. Hoeing and ploughing als followec.

Study Session Summary
@ In this study session, we examirtbe Neolithic revolutior
Summary

Assessment

@ SAQ 4.1 (testing learning outcomes 4.1)

Discuss the revolution of Neolithi¢
Assessment

Study Session 5

Consequences of Food Production or
Agricultural Revolution in Africa

Introduction

In this study sessiomwe will explain the revolution of food productic
We will also examine the introduction of iron doing theolithic period.
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Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

After studying thissession, you should be able to:
5.1 explain the revolution of food production

5.2 examine the introduction of iraioing the Neolithic peric

5.1 Food Production Revolution

24

Beginning from about 10,000 years ago, some impbrizhange:
resulting from food production or agricultural réwiion began to occt-
first probably in sout-west Asia and later in other parts of the we
including Africe. The Neolithic Revolution transformed many peog
from food collectors to food producers by meanghefdomestication ¢
plants and animals. The domestication of plants @& practice o
agriculture especially, had important repercussiooth for citure and
for the environment and, indeed, for man and thredrugeneratio

In fact, agriculture became a more efficient meafngroviding food thai
hunting and gathering. It radically changed mansde of getting hi:
food. Man’s dependence on huntirfishing and gathering wild fruit
gave way to crop raising and domestication of alsnfstock keeping’
This meant that produce from agriculture could swpgdar highei
population densities than their hunting and gatigercounterparts
Besides, people ho practised agriculture preferred to stay in diaeeto
tend their crops rather than roam about in seafchild animals anc
vegetables. This led to a new form of human sedfgnm villages tha
eventually developed to towns and cities. Food pecton therefore
made sedentary life possible. Man was no longeagenger or a forag
for food. He no longer wandered about for food lmargged his abode

response to ecological changes. He could produoes sind presery
food that could last for a sson. More importantly, man’s capability 1
controlling his environment was increased. Fooddpation also furthe
led to division of labour, social stratification darthange in social ar
political organisations. People could devote timespecialised ursuits
like pot-making, basketry production of weapons and manyer
occupations. It is worth mentioning that socialasfication is &
phenomenon, which is not usually found in huntingd agathering
societies. Increased efficiency in agriculture Ilght wealth to those
people practising

The agricultural economy introduced during the qeerof the Neolithic
Revolution not only resulted in greater culturakeiration, it also had
greater effect on the natural environment than s case with th
hunting and gathering mode of existence. In ardasutiivation, the
natural vegetation was replaced not only by crdysd, also by weed:
Those societies which practised irrigation, aldeaéd the environmel
by changing the courses of waterways. gricultural societies witl
especially high population densities, serious si@bletion and th
destruction of forests were negative examples ef fttod productiol
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revolution. However, practices such as shiftingtication and crop
rotation have served to lessen this destructiveeceff Agricultural

societies that realised that they must get a sweddayield of crops year
after year in order to survive, tended to use isigificultivation, crop
rotation and other means in order to retain satility. On the whole, it

can be surmised that the impact of agriculturalietims on their
environment has been significantly greater than thas case for the
hunting and gathering societies.

ITQ

Question

The importance of food Production Revolution?
Feedback

1. It radically changed man’'s mode of getting his dod. Man’s
dependence on hunting, fishing and gathering wildréits gave way
to crop raising and domestication of animals (stockeeping).

2. People who practised agriculture preferred totgy in one place to
tend their crops rather than roam about in search & wild animals
and vegetables. This led to a new form of human gktment in
villages that eventually developed to towns and @s.

3. Food production therefore made sedentary life gsible. Man was
no longer a scavenger or a forager for food. He nlonger wandered
about for food or changed his abode in response tecological
changes. He could produce, store and preserve fodlat could last
for a season.

5.2 The Introduction of Iron

The next development in the Neolithic period wae tmse of iron
implements and weapons to replace or supplemergatier tools made
of stone, wood and bone. Like the food productiemotution, iron

technology started in south-west Asia, specificatlyeastern Anatolia
about 1500 B.C. From here, it spread to North Afrihrough the
Phoenicians who established colonies along the tl@dhnean coast. A
prominent example of such colonies was Carthagee kifusion

southwards from North Africa was accelerated in Title century B.C.
when the iron using Assyrians invaded and conquEgpgt. Following

the conquest of Egypt, the Assyrians introduced-working technique
to Nubia, which had large deposit of iron ore armba for fuel. Hence,
Nubia became a major centre of iron working.

From Nubia, particularly Meroe, iron technology egml southwards
along the Nile Valley to the Great Lakes by abd@ B.C.. By 200 B.C.,
it had reached the east coast of East Africa. Ritwemarea of the Great
Lakes, iron-working technology spread southwards Gentral and
southern Africa reaching the Transvaal area ab6QtA.D. Also, from
Meroe, the knowledge of iron working spread in ast@dy direction to
the Lake Chad region and hence southwards to that&gal forest.
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It has alsobeen suggested by Graham Connah that iron workiag
introduced to West Africa from North Africa. Ironarking technique il
the Nok Culture area of Nigeria must have beenoihtced fromr
Carthage by about 250 B.C. In the same vein, #l$® suggested
Phillip Curtin et. al, that by about 400 B.C., tRbhoenician outpost
Cerne was not far from the Senegal river. It issfjde that iron working
must have spread from this area to Senegal. Framedaé and Nigeri
therefore, iron working must have sad all over West Africi

5.2.1 Consequences of the introduction of iron

The introduction of iron into Africa led to the phaction of farming
implements such as hoes and cutlasses, which imgrthe practice ¢
agriculture. Bushes could be cleared eaand land easily tilled ar
cultivated. Improvement in agricultural practice aneincrease in foo
production and the emergence of many more settethnities and s
on. Hunting and defensive weapons were made of iftrey becam
stronger, more reliak, and more durable than stone, bone and wo
tools. Man was able to hunt and kill bigger animatsl defend himse
against the danger of wild beasts. Significantty introduction of iror
led to the emergence of blacksmiths specialisedhenproducon of
various implements. More importantly, it aided tiwe of kingdoms an
empires in Africa. Such was the relevance of theduction of iron tha
areas where it first emerged became the earliesteseof civilisation ir
Africa.

Study Session Summary

iy,

In this study session, we explained the revolutiorfoofd production
We also examined the introduction of iron doing emlithic period.

Summary
Assessment
SAQ 5.1 (testing learning outcomes 5.
@ Explain the revolution of food production?
SAQ 5.2 (testing learning outcomes 5.
Assessment Q ( g g

Examine the introduction of iron doing the Neolithic period?
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Study Session 6

The Bantu Expansion

Introduction

In this study sessiowe will discuss the development oantu.

Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

After studying this session, you should be akb:

6.1 discuss bantu development

6.1 Bantu Development

Bantu is a linguistic term used to refer to thek-skinned Negroes four
south of a line drawn from Northern Cameroon totBeun Somalia.t is
a linguistic term applied to a host of languaged dialects spoken k
dark-skinned Negroes throughout Central and southeritafsouth of
line running from the Atlantic Coast (about 5°NYy@as to Uganda ar
then sout-eastwards to the India Ocean.

Many theories have been advanced to explain tiginaof the Bantu. Fc

many years, it was believed that the parent lang- the proto-Bantu -
developed north of the area of the Great Lakesthatlthe language

themselves formed an autonomous uistic family. However, recel

researches have led to a change in this view Fstarice, Josef

Greenberg, a linguist, has postulated that the Badoes not form a

autonomous language family; rather it was one efdhbgroups of th

Niger-Congo familyof languages spoken in the Sudan and West Al

According to this view, the Bantu language dispgrsea sout-eastern
direction from its nuclear are- southeast of the mi-Benue area of
Nigeria. It is therefore suggested here that tleestiors of te Bantu (the
speakers of the ancestral language called -Bantu) must have
originated from the region between the Benue amehligeria and th

Cameroons, namely, the Be--Cameroon border.

However, a more recent view held by Guthric, anotimguist, suggests
that though the Bantu speakers might have origih&iem the Benu
area of Nigeria, the main expansion of the Bantk glace in the centi
of Africa. Linguists have suggested that the spiafatie Bantu languag
over wide areas in Africa wasssociated with population moveme
They suggested that the migration of the Bantulggeabegan in Nigeri
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somewhere around the Jos Plateau area. They nudietieto Cameroon

and Gabon. They spread gradually eastwards to obitie forest. They
penetrated the forest southwards through the Ri@engo. Their

movement in Central and southern Africa must hasenbfaster than in
the Cameroon. Gabon area. This is because thedgaguassociated with
the Bantu in these areas were more closely reldtad those in the
Cameroon-Gabon area. However, it is now known timatinitial spread

of the early Bantu speakers was small in numbeook the form of new

omission areas and gradual absorption of local conities through

inter-marriages for a long period.

Linguists cannot say precisely when the Bantu beégapread from their
centre of dispersal. They do provide, however, sorfigmation on their

occupation and social organisation. It is said thdhe proto-Bantu area,
the Bantu were fishermen, hunters and agricultiriBhey used canoes,
nets and fish- hooks. They also hunted big and Isaramals. They

planted yams, palm trees and sorghums. They crusteddgrains into

flour, which they prepared and ate as porridge yThade pottery; used
bark cloth to cover themselves. They were also &aitave known how

to weave raffia fibres on a wide loom. They bredneats like goats,

sheep and some cattle. They did not take theilecatth them when they
migrated.

Their social organisation was based on kinshipyd@ohy was practised.
A council of elders under a headman called ‘leadgverned their
settlement or village. It is said that the ancédBantu feared witches.
They recognised and employed the services of celiggspecialists such
as diviners and medicinemen. They probably beligwedatural spirits
and the power of the ancestors.

Scholars do not agree on how the Bantu were alpenetrate the forest
and dominate all the people they met and impose [Heguage on them.
Some have suggested that the Bantu knew how tot sroelin their
nuclear area and that it was their use of iron amants that enabled
them to cut their way through the forest, conquet dominate the non-
iron using people they came across in East, Ceatrdlsouthern Africa.
Others, however, countered this suggestion by gahiat since there was
no wood for iron or the technology associated witin the proto-Bantu
language, the Bantu probably did not use iron. Theyued that the
Bantu would have burned the forest. Yet, othersehascribed the
Bantu’s spread to their adoption of the cultivatoriood crops.

Indeed, Murdock had suggested from his analysiéngtiistic evidence
that the Bantu expansion had begun as one of tvements of pre-lron
Age fishermen and cultivators, who later acquitesl knowledge of iron
working. Archaeological evidence would seem to supphis. As a
matter of fact, the coming of iron need not haveoimed any great
migration of people. It could have taken the forinth@ swift adoption of
a valuable new technology by well-established armjqessive farming
peoples. The knowledge of iron working may therefoot be a primary
factor in the Bantu expansion. In fact, the Bamaaking migrants from
the Congo basin forests did not just move into @nhabited land.

It can be summarised from the various shades afladh opinion that,
aided by the knowledge of food production and itenhnology, the
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Bantu might have penetrated gradually into tere®mlready inhabite
by people whom they later acculturated.

ITQ
Questior

Explain Joseph Greenberg view about the bantt
Feedbacl

Joseph Greenberg, a linguist, has postulated thahé Bantu does no
form an autonomous language family; rather it was ne of the
subgroups of the Niger-Congo family of languages spoken in th
Sudan and West Africa. According to this view, theBantu language
dispersed in a sout-eastern direction from its nuclear area- south-
east of the mic-Benue area of Nigeria. It is therefore suggested e
that the ancestors of the Bantu (the speakers of the asiral
language called prot-Bantu) must have originated from the regior
between the Benue area in Nigeria and the Camerognsamely, the
Benue-Cameroon border.

Study Session Summary
@ In this study session, we discussed the development of.
Summary

Assessment

@ SAQ 6.1 (testing learning outcomes 6.

Discuss bantu developme
Assessment
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Study Session 7

Egypt

Introduction

In this study sessiowe will discuss the historgf Egypt

Learning Outcomes

After studying this session, you should be akb:
7.1discuss the history of Egypt

Outcomes

1.1 History of Egypt

Three ancient kingdoms, namely, Egypt, Sudan ahtbfif stand out €
the main centres of early African civilisation North Africa. Of thest
great civilisations, Egypt was the earliest. Itsvgth was due to a numb
of factors

Egypt was located at a point nc-east of Africa where it was open
external influences from Asia, where the food pwigun and earh
techndogical revolution took place. By 5,000 B.C., immwagts from
soutl-west Asia had introduced food production technigodsgypt. The
consequence of this was the development of fooduymiag communitie
in Middle Egypt. The first of these were the Tas and Badarians who
moved down the flood plains into the Nile Valley avh they lived ir
fortified villages such as -Amra and Nagada. Hitherto, the Paleolit
hunters had avoided the Nile Valley and Delta, Whigere jungle
swamps. With the cultivationf cereals and domestication of anim;
settled communities (one of the indices of civiiisa) began to emer¢

The River Nile aided the growth of the agriculturmmunities. It
annual floods replenished its narrow valley withssiThis enriched tt
soil by making it fertile and suitable for agriau. The farmers who hs
moved from the flood plains to the valley were atdgroduce surplu
food and their population grew phenomenally. By 08,0B.C., the
population of Egypt estimated to be lessn 20,000 had by 3,500 B.(
risen to 3 million. The growth in population wasncomitant with the
specialisation and improvement in the culture af ffeople. Farmin
communities grew into villages and villages intavbe with elaborat
political organiséon. Apart from providing silts for soil rejuvenati, the
Nile provided a line of communication for the Eggpis. As the Egyptia
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population grew and specialisation Increased, tw@ple were no longer
self-sufficient. The River Nile was one of the im@amt means by which
they made contact with their southern neighbourstlie provision of
their needs such as gold, wood, ivory, and so on.

Also, Egypt developed an elaborate system of mawyaat the head of
which was a divine king called Pharaoh. In theayhiad absolute power
of life and death over his subjects. Officials,egts, and army officers
surrounded him. The kingdom was divided into 4Qaladistricts, each
supervised by a governor appointed by the PharAobureaucracy of
well-educated civil servants such as scribes, tallectors and other
officials carried on the day-to-day administratidrhe Pharaohs were
able to maintain strong control because their jwosds divine kings gave
them power and authority.

Besides, Egypt developed one of the oldest formsvriting, namely,
Hieroglyphics, which was a unique combination aftpies and sounds.
In the same vein, Egyptians developed the artrigfation, mathematics
and astronomy. They studied the moon and the starsrder to
understand the seasons and calculate the timintheofflood. In the
process, they developed the first twelve-monthraide of 365 days as
well as the Nilornetre for recording the rise aalll &f the Nile and water
clock for measuring the time of the day.

In the sphere of religion, Egyptians believed imgngods. Each god had
its shrine and temple. For example, Ra (the sun god Amun (the god
of the wind) had separate shrines. Other gods vedsiged to the worship
of animals such as the hawk, crocodile, snakeljaoi@l. Egyptians also
believed. In life after death. The bodies of thealthey were mummified,
that is wrapped in linen cloth and placed in torfibed with personal
possessions of food and drinks considered as gyawvds. Worthy of
mention too is the fact that the Pharaohs wereebdun pyramids.

Egyptians had high standard of architecture. Thas wanifested in the
building of pyramids. According to Herodotus, threaest of these was
the pyramid of Gizeh which was 48ft high and caesisof about

2,000,300 stone blocks of an average weight of 8#s tcosting the

labour of about 100,000 people for 20 years. ThepEgns were stone
builders; they built their temples, statutes andapyds with stones.

Besides the Pharaohs also employed craftsmen gisdrar who helped
in building their houses with mud walls, strong wea doors and
windows.

Economically, in the early Dynastic Period, Egypdhestablished
extensive trade links with the outside world. lipionted silver from the
Aegen Islands Obsidian from Ethiopia, gold and esgppm the Red Sea
hills. Hence, while it could be said that agricu#fwas the pillar of the
Egyptian economy, trade was one of the superstegtuEgyptian
influence spread through the Nile Valley region. they found their
expansion towards Asia threatened by the Hittifles, Egyptians turned
attention southwards. Their colonies grew along thite Valley.
Egyptian motives for territorial expansion southdgwere the search for
security and gold. Hence by 1500 B.C. they had gerefd and annexed
all the territories along the Nile Valley as farthe 4th cataract and made
themselves master of Kush.
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Majority of Egyptian were peasant farmers who pamtl agricultural

surplus on which the wealth, power and fame of Egpivilisation was

built. The peasants lived in small mud houses aadteead, onions and
fish. Their main crops were wheat barley and flaley also grew figs

and grapes. They kept cattle, goats, geese an@cwitd birds. They

harvested large surplus from their crops, but thessze taken by

Pharaohs’ tax-masters leaving them with just endodgieed themselves.
Peasant farmers were heavily taxed. Taxes weresessaccording to the
level of the Nile. Peasant labour was used forearggation works,

digging of canals and building large stone palace.

From the aforesaid, it can be seen that Egypt wasryaprosperous and
powerful empire that extended from the Sudan iricAfto western Asia
as far north as Syria. During this period, howexgrerial power enabled
Egypt to become greatly cosmopolitan, and some h& toreign
influences that entered its culture eventually betgawork negatively on
the state. The first foreign invasion of Egypt ated in 1670 B.C., when
the Hyksos invaded the Delta from western Asiangidironze weapons
superior to the copper types used by the Egyptizhsy rode horse-
drawn chariots, but were later driven out by theefidan kings (1570-
1085 B.C). However, after 1100 B.C., the empire \a#tacked from
across the desert in the west and in the Meditearann the north. By
1050 B.C., Persia and Nubia had broken free. Tfa#dl@wved invasions
from Nubia, Assyria and Persia.

In 666 B.C., Egypt was invaded by the Assyrianspsehculture included
iron metallurgy. Its capital was sacked and it wWaspoiled of its wealth
and magnificence. After this invasion, Pharaonio/@gwas never to
recover its earlier grandeur. Today, what remaingat great African
culture or civilisation are, the archaeologicala®l Egypt's most lasting
influence, can be seen from the successor-civitisavhich emerged to
the south-east, up the Nile Valley and around lttrénl of Africa.

ITQ

Question

Explain Egypt monarchy system?
Feedback

Egypt developed an elaborate system of monarchy @he head of
which was a divine king called Pharaoh. In theory & had absolute
power of life and death over his subjects. Officia, priests, and army
officers surrounded him. The kingdom was divided ito 40 local
districts, each supervised by a governor appointedy the Pharaoh.
A bureaucracy of well-educated civil servants suclas scribes, tax
collectors and other officials carried on the day+#-day
administration. The Pharaohs were able to maintairstrong control
because their position as divine kings gave them wer and
authority.
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Study Session Summary
In this study sessionye discussed the history of Eg.
O
Summary
Assessment

@ SAQ 7.1 (testing learning outcomes 7.1)

Discuss the history of Egypt?
Assessment
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Study Session 8

34

Introduction

SUDAN

In this study sessic we will explore the origirof Kush kingdon

Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

After studying this session, you should be akb:

8.1trace the origin of Kush kingdom

8.1 The kingdom of Kush

The kingdom of Kush emergeafter the decline of Egypt. It spread o
preser-day Republic of Sudan and lay to the south. LikedEgKush
depended on River Nile for its Ii

From about 2000 B.C., the Nile Valley up to the @idtaract was und
Egyptian influence. However, withe decline of Egypt as from abc
1100 B.C., its political control of Nubia (Norther8udan) becarr
tenuous. Thereafter, the local rulers of Nubiathbaiikingdom known a
Kush. Kush seized the opportunity of the decline assert it
independence. In 700.C., the Kushite king called Kashta rebel
against Egyptian authority and declared Kush aepeddent kingdon
He also invaded and conquered Egypt and ruled beeras far a
Thebes, capital of Upper Egypt. His son, Piankhgmpgleted th¢
conquest of gypt. The Kushite kings established the 25th dynas
Egypt. Taharga, Piankhy's son and successor ruledtane when th
Assyrians threatened Egypt. Consequently, he mingdapital to th
Egyptian Delta so as to keep watch over externgteamgion rom Asia
Minor. However, in 671 B.C., Egypt was attacked Agsyria anc
Taharga was driven to Memphis. In 669 B.C., he elrmwt the Assyrian:
but did not succeed in eliminating their threate¥ leventually drove hir
out of Egypt in 666 B.C., and he d in 663 B.C. The Kushites we
finally ousted from Egypt in the reign of his susser, Tanwetamar
Having been finally flushed out of Egypt, the Kushkings returned t
Napata, their ancient capital, as kings of Uppeat bower Egypt. Thei
kingdom exended as far south as Sennar and as far northlabska ir
Egyptian Nubia. The kingdom of Kush was ruled frblapata until the
6th century B.C
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In 591 B.C., an Egyptian expedition led by Amasisd aPotasimto
captured Napata. Consequently, Kush’s capital veassterred to Meroe.
Meroe lay at the northern end of the tropical rainbelt. It had great
expanse of land under cultivation during the raagson. It stands within
the region of annual rainfall - the broad valleystbe Butana, the
WadiAwateib and the WadiHawad - which produced bonaance of
crops and pasture for animals (advantages lackirthe Napata region)
to support an urban civilisation.

In addition, Meroe benefited from the annual floofishe River Nile and
River Atbara, its tributary As a result of all tikescological advantages,
crops could be grown in the plains and in the riwadfey. Cattle rearing
were also done.

Furthermore, Meroe lay on a trade route along tiverRAtbara into the

Abyssinian hills and thence to India. The city whsrefore well placed
for trade being located on a navigable stretchvarrat the end of easy
caravan routes from the Red Sea.

Besides, Meroe was a centre of iron mining. Theas an abundance of
iron ore as well as timber for iron smelting andsivery significant that
iron technology in Kush (as in Egypt) dates fronteathis time. The
production of iron weapons there greatly contridute the military
superiority of Kush over its neighbours and enaliti¢d control the trade
routes leading to Egypt and the Red Sea coast.thElée economic
advantages made Meroe more attractive as a cdpétal Napata. From
their capital at Meroe, the Kushites traded with pleople of the Sudanic
belt of Africa, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Abyssiithiopian highlands).
Its export included ivory, slaves, animal skindriob feather, ebony and
gold.

The Kushites were the first African people to aehiea position of
importance, winning the respect of the early céi world. The
structure of the Kushite houses was essentiallyjcé&fr Their houses
consisted of open courtyards surrounded by a sefigsoms all open
into the courtyards and their huts were like eleed@eehives with arch
doorways.

As former Egyptian colonial subjects, the Kushitesre culturally
influenced in Egypt. Their temples, which bore n#ons in Egyptian
hieroglyphics, were dedicated to the Egyptian gddeir kings led the
priestly lives of Egyptian Pharaohs and styled tbelwes as kings of
Upper and Lower Egypt. They inherited the idea ning monarchy
from Egypt. The office of the king was hereditamthe royal lineage. He
was selected after consulting the oracles. Aftemndbpronounced king at
Meroe, he proceeded to Napata, the religious ddpitaoronation.

In spite of the Egyptian influences, the Kushiteseloped an indigenous
culture known as the Meroitic culture. A local laage - the Meroitic

language came to replace Egyptian as the spokert Bmguage. A

distinctive Meroitic alphabet and script were depeld. They added their
own local gods and shrines to the Egyptian onesmPrent among these
was the lion god (Apedemek). They also built py@snibut these were
distinct from those of Egypt. Theirs were smalGtamgular in size and
shape and they were flat-topped.
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Economically, Meroe was distinct from Egypt. Theomemy was not

based primarily on irrigation as in Egypt. The peopf Meroe received

rains in the summer and could grow crops extengifegl away from the

valleys. As a result, their population spread owvgfe areas. They lived
in small rural villages ruled by chiefs and familgads. They were less
politically controlled than their Egyptian countarts who lived in the

flood plains of the Nile. They paid taxes in forrhannual dues. The
herdsmen were semi-nomadic, less controlled bycémral government
provided they paid dues in livestock.

The rulers, government officials and craftsmendiue towns. Although
the ruler was theoretically absolute, an unpopulkar could be removed.
The king derived wealth from the control of traB&ports came from the
products of mining and hunting. The king controlldtese. Hunters
formed the nucleus of the army. Elephants were usedar. Trained
elephants from Meroe were exported to Egypt fortami} purpose.

Iron smelting was their principal industry Farmitapls and weapons
were made from the availability of iron implemer8sldiers, hunters and
farmers used superior iron tools and weapons. sigeificant that iron

was responsible for the growth and wealth of tmg#om. Consequently,
iron smelting spread widely in the Meroitic kingdofhe coming of this

technology to sub-Saharan Africa was an event of geeat importance
for the development of the continent, and it causelamatic change in
the ways of life as well as the social and politioeganisation of the
African peoples. Most of ancient African kingdomevdloped directly
from a predominantly stone-using economy to onenparating the use
of iron in the manufacture of tools and weapong tBa introduction of

this technology must have been gradual. Stone taold weapons
continued long in use alongside their iron courdes

How the technology of iron smelting emerged in édriis still a much-
debated issue. Decisive evidence as to the sourcsowrces of the
knowledge of iron technology, the routes by whicbame, and the dates
of its arrival in various parts of the continenuso of the Sahara would
be of extremely great value for our understandifg aritical period in
the history of the continent. ft is, however, v@mpbable that East and
Central Africa acquired this knowledge through wifbn from Meroe. In
West Africa, the proof is more difficult to ascentaAs indicated above,
some scholars suggest diffusion from North Afriwigth Carthage as the
probable source from where it came to West Africa.

Herodotus, the Greek historian, who visited Egypt4B0 B.C., when

Meroe was flourishing, explained that Greek cultbmrrowed a great
deal from the culture of the Northern Nile Vall@specially in the area
of religion. Many other ancient Greek intellectustsred this view. The
importance of Meroe for the history of Africa canntherefore be

confined to its putative role as a centre for theusion of technological

ideas in the continent.

The kingdom of Meroe rose and expanded as fareaSdicond Cataract,
and in 23 B.C., its army attacked Syrene, a boro@n between it and
Roman ruled Egypt. A number of statues were takemyancluding the

bronze head of Augustus, the Roman emperor. Thigsian, led to a
counter-attack by Roman soldiers who raided Mermdaa as Napata,
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causing destruction. Meroe, however, recovered muhggekaniani (1.
B.C.- 12 A.D.) and the kingdom expanded from ttthiopian hills in the
south to the First Cataract in the nc

However, the kingdom collapsed after 300 AD. dueatemumber o
factors. The economy of the kingdom declined assalt of the ove

exploitation of land. Excessive felling of treeg foel in the smelting
industries led to deforestation, erosion and Ids® soil. The land los
its fertility and became unproductive agricultuyalfs its trade was als
closely tied to the wealth of Egypt, a decline lie wealth of the latte
resulted in ess demand for Meroe’s luxury goods. Consequektiroe
lost its Red Sea trade to Axum (Ethiopia). Finally,c.350 A.D. ar
Axumite army invaded the kingdom. Meroe fell andlged place to th
rising kingdom of Axun

ITQ
Questior

The kingdom of kushemerged from which country”:
Feedbacl

The kingdom of Kush emerged after the decline of Bgpt

Study Session Summary
@ In this study session, we explored the origifKush kingdorr
Summary

Assessment

@ SAQ 8.1 (testing learning outcomes 8.

Discuss the history of kush kingd?
Assessment

37



HDS101

African Civilisation from the earliest Times to 1500 AD

Study Session 9
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Introduction

ETHIOPIA

In this study sessiowe will explain the beingf Axum kingdom

Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

After studying this session, you should be akb:

9.1 write short note on Axum kingdom

9.1 The Axum kingdom

Axum was another ancient African centre of civifisa. In its heydays,

was known as the Axumite kingdom in the land nowedaEthiopia.
Axum was for a long time a rival of the kingdomMéroe. Iro-smelting
techndogy reached Axum at about the same time as it dankaish anc
Egypt, about the 6th century B.C. However, the imgseeexpansion (
Axumite power was contemporaneous with the dedirideroe

The kingdom of Axum covered an area, which was al3@0km by
160km. It was a rich agricultural kingdom. The crgpanted include:
wheat and other cereals. The people of Axum usedgbls drawn b
oxen to till their soil. They raised live stockshiah included sheep, cat
and goat. They were also able to domete elephants. Like tr
Kushites, they were artisans and craftsr- blacksmiths, metal worker
potters, builders and carvers. The kingdom was radged for commerct
Axum has been described as the main commerciatecémtween th
Mediterranean and tfrindian Ocean. Its hinterland provided ivory, sh
and gold. Her major port was Adulis and this atwectraders fror
Greece, Persia and India. Apart from the items ioeetl above, othel
include olive oil from Iltaly, slaves, wine, cereand grape jice from

Egypt

A projected Axumite alliance with the Roman ByzastiEmpire in 53:
A.D. with the objective of destroying the Persiannopoly of the sill
trade with Sri Lanka failed to materialise. But Axunaintained immens
commercial transactions withany other nations from the first centt
onwards. Axumite commercial relations were obviguaided by the
kingdoms employment of three languages for comnatinio. Thest
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were Ge'ez .(Ethiopic), Greek (also used occasipnat public
documents), and Sabaean, the language of the Yemen.

The kingdom of Axum was the first state in Afri@aibtroduce its own

coin. It minted its own gold, silver and coppernmiThe names of its
kings as well as motto were inscribed on their soifhe first king of

Axum to put coin into circulation was called Edyhisd this took place in
the second half of the 3rd century A.D.

Axum also had a great army with which it embarked impressive

military campaigns. For example, the king of Axunampaigned

northwards as far as the River Nile and underiitg Ezana it conquered
Meroe in 350 A.D. Southwards, it went as far asEtl@opian mountains
and eastward across the Straits of Yemen. In tign reéf King Ezana,

Axum controlled the maritime and caravan trade esubf north-east
Africa and southern Arabia. Indeed, in the lattart wf the 3rd century
A.D., Axum was ranked third among the great powsdrsontemporary
world - after Rome and Persia.

In the early 4th century A.D., Axum became an ireafent Christian

kingdom, though its church acknowledged the genaudhority of the

monophysite patriarchs of Alexandria in Egypt. Hoem before the

introduction of Christianity by the Greeks and Assys in the 4th

century A.D., the people of Axum worshipped manggahat is, they
were polytheists. Such gods included Astar, VemasEeher, which was
known as the god of the earth. They also worshipgiedgod of war

called Mahrem. They made atonements, that is, feagiof domestic

animals to these gods. They also believed in lifer aleath. To confirm

this, their kings were buried with wealth and pmbpevhich the deceased
were expected to enjoy in the life beyond. Thep &isgaged in ancestral
worship and the graves of their kings were regaegedoly sites.

Very little is known about the political organisati of the Axumites.
However, we do know that divine kings ruled therhey believed that
their kingdom was entrusted to the kings by thesgdthe office of the
king was hereditary in the royal family. The kingtristed his relatives
or close relations with power and authority. Hereised direct control in
the capital and its environs, while regional ruladsministered areas far
away from the capital. The Axumite regional rulpesd tribute to the
kings, but this could be withheld whenever the pias weak and, ipso
facto, assert their independence. Therefore, thbosdty of the king
depended on his ability to control the regionakrsimilitarily. Apart
from tributes, the king derived revenue from hisitcol of trade at the
port of Adulis where his officials charged taxesadhimported goods as
well as exports.

The people of Axum were reputed to be good in thefastone building.

They built temples, houses, palaces and tombé&r kings and wealthy
aristocrats. They were also literate and they dpeasl schools called
Geeds as well as a language called Ge'ez.

It was on the basis of the ancient Axumite achiexets that the late
Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, assumed tlags@rname of “the
Lion of Judah”, recalling the manner in which histdnt Axumite
predecessor, Ezana, had described his subjugatmrs@vereignty over
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the South Arabian territories of Himyar, Raidanp&aand Sahlem i
well as Siyambo to the south, the Blemmye peopidhe desert region
to the north, and the Island of Meroe, Ezana hauighed a record
these exploits in two inscriptions, the first dimgual document in Gree
Ethiopic and Sabacan, and the second In Eth

Unfortunately, the kingdom started to line from the 6th century A.D
due to a number of factors, having reached thehheilits power in thi
period. The decline was brought about by the Persdaquest of Yeme
and the Arab conquest of Egypt, which disrupted roence in the Re
Sea, By 70 A,, its trade links with India and Eastern Medié@ean ha
been disconnected, At this period, groups of Axamibegan to migra
into the Interior of Ethiopia mixing with the Indigous people, Tt
products of this admixture were the people of AralTigre and Gojam
who were the nucleus of present day Ethiopia. Heih@®uld be argue
that the rise of Islam and Its spread across nortAé&ica in the 6th ani
7th century A.D, caused much of the trade of Axonbe diverted awa
from the Red Sea fromwhere came the bulk of Axumite commerce.
trade between the Indian Ocean and the Mediterrameav passe

through the Persian Gulf. Besides, environmenttdrigation just as |
hit Meroe also affected the fortunes of Axum. Talirfg of trees and e

ovel-exploitation of soil led to soil infertility and @sion. By 800 A.D.

Axum had become depleted and the capital had beavednto the
interior central Island of Ethiopia where there Idobe found-a more
distinctive African Christian cultur

Suchwere the great ancient civilisations in northerml amortt-eastern
Africa. Other contemporary or subsequent significaarly centres c
African civilisation were Great Zimbabwe, typifidy the Monomatap
Empire, the Swahili culture, the western Sudalempires of Old Ghani
Mali and Songhni as well as the civilisations ofkNide end Benin in th
ancient areas of pres-day Nigeria.

Study Session Summary

@ In this study session, we explained the being of Akimgdon

Assessment
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Write short note on Axum kingdor
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Study Session1 0

Swahili Civilisation of the East African

Introduction

Coast

In this study sessiowe will focus on the civilisation of Swah

Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

After studying this session, you should be akb:

10.1 explain the civilisation of Swah

10.1 Civilisation of Swahili

The Greek and Roman traders who had early contattishe East coa:
of Africa referred to the region as Azania. Our rseu of ealy
information on the East African coast was the fiestury Greek sailor:
guide called “The Periplus of the Erythrean Seaicwhad to do witt
the voyage on the Indian Ocean written in Alexaamdn 100 A.D.
Periplus referred to a series of marketns in this area where trade
could obtain ivory rhinoceros horn, tortoise shatld coconut oil. Th
peoples of Azania were described as fishermenhByYitst century A.D.
a few Arabs had been living among the AzaniansyTiermarried witt
the loca people and adopted their language but their inflaeras no
yet significant

By the middle of the 8th century A.D., when Baghdathe Persian Gu
became an Islamic capital, Muslim Arabs were dravare than hithert
into the India Ocean trade netw. During this period, a number
Muslim Arab refugees settled in the northern hdlitree East Africar
coastline. They intermarried with the Azanians. i pessence facilitate
increasing trade contact between the Arabs angéople of the Ea
African coast.

The monsoon winds blowing towards East Africa frivestern Indiai
Ocean between November and March and towards ardiathe Persia
Gulf between April and October made commercial &oist possibl
between the East coast of Africa, the Arabs, Ins and other parts of tl
Muslim world. The Arabs came with their goods betwéovember an
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March and returned with goods purchased from thested people in
April. Their ports of call were Mogadishu, Barawadathe islands of
Lamu. As the demands for African ivory rose, momal#s settled in the
east coastal towns to organise trade. These Aaders intermarried with
local African ruling families. The coastal townsreenainly exporters of
raw materials and importers of luxury goods suchodsntal pottery,
glassware, Indian silk and cotton. The main Africemmodities sought
for by Arab traders were ivory, ambergris (usednfiaking scent), slaves,
mangrove poles for the salt mining centre in Bamna the farming
plantation in the Persian Gulf. By 868 A.D., thepplation of African
slaves in Basra rose to the extent that they wele ta revolt (the Zenj
Revolt of 868 A.D.). Other articles were gold, beadd cotton cloth.

The outcome of the Arab settlement among the peaipthe East coast
of Africa was the emergence of the Swahili cult8eahili is a language
widely spoken along the coast of East Africa andniany parts of the
interior of East Africa. it is the official languagf Tanzania. The word
Swabhili is derived from the Arabic word “Sahil” n@ag “coast”. Thus,
Swahili literally means “the people of the coagtt.first, Swahili was an
unwritten language of daily use, while Arabic, thetten language, was
used in commercial transactions.

Between the 10th and the 14th centuries, Swahibrged as a distinct
culture with Islamic base along the East coast.Hinater developed as
a written language using an Arabic script. It isrtlhomentioning that
during our period, the indigenous coastal Bantufeohad their culture
largely influenced by Arabic civilisation. The Banbn the coast were
Islamised. The wave of Islamic expansion, which Bpdcead to India,
Malaya, Java and Sumatra, penetrated into thedéast of Africa. The
13th century witnessed the first incorporation loé toastal region into
the Islamic world. Before this period, Muslim settlents had been few
and communication with the rest of the Islamic @oHad been so
difficult that their descendants lost their faiftherefore, with an influx of
Arab traders and settlers in the 13th century Islaas revived and
coastal communities came to be administered byaSsitFrom this time
onward, religious monuments such as mosques, Qusiiools and
tombs could be found along the coast. ConsequeAtigh traders and
settlers as well as the Islamised Bantu populdiegan to find solidarity
within the Islamic faith. The product of this newviisation was the
evolution of the Swahili culture and civilisatiohklence, the Swahili
language is a mixture of Arabic and Bantu languagédsch developed
from the 13th century onward and today it has ssqud Arabic as the
official language of the coastal communities. Bg tt6th century, folk
literature had started to be written in Swahili @hdre also emerged a
homogenous urban centre or culture on the coakttivét inhabitants of
the merchant coastal cities living in luxury.

It is significant that wealth in the coastal statsrived from the

exploitation of the rich resources along the coBisese included the gold
deposits along the Zambesi Valley. Malindi and Masda were

renowned for iron-ore, which was exported to Inidiathe manufacture
of steel sword and dagger. The weaving industiyégadishu produced
textile materials for the Egyptian market. All aipthe coast, ivory and
slaves were stable exports. All these economicuress were tapped for
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the exclusive use of the Arabs. The resources atsounted for the
material wealth of the East African coast. Thereen0 Swahili towns
between Mogadishu and Sofala. Many of these tows® wmall. They
contained a few stone houses, a mosque and a Musling family.

Larger towns were Mogadishu, Pate, Mombasa, Maliddnzibar and
Kilwa. These towns contained coral stone houses eatibited great
wealth. Most of these towns were independent urtleir Muslim

sultans, but before the 14th century some of tHém,Kilwa, claimed

control over their smaller neighbours.

The Swabhili society was socially stratified, that there were social
disparities or inequalities. They were divided ittoee viz: first, there
existed a distinct and isolated elite, which wash rand enjoyed the
influence stemming from the discharge of traditiofanctions. This
included the Arabic and Swabhili ruling family, fexample, sultans and
members of their family, government officials anéalthy merchants.
The ruling class lived well, very wealthy, lived #one ornate palaces,
etc. Second, there were other people outside tteeveho were rich and
whose wealth was derived from trading. Hence, belber merchants
were artisans, craftsmen, clerks, minor court @ff&c and captains of
ships. This class consisted of Africans with litde no claim to Arab
ancestry. The third class consisted of non-Muslemes drawn from the
mainland. The commoners, that is, the ordinary meenbers, formed the
majority and the main body of the Swahili peoplkisTgroup did most of
the work on the farms, estates, and industries.

The economy of Swahili was based primarily on faugnifishing,
gathering seafood and trading. Ordinary peopleiearmn farming. Al-
Masudi lists some of the local crops grown as basamura, yams,
coconuts, and sugar cane. Coconut palm was an famoagricultural
item of the inhabitants of the East African islaardl coast. Arab authors
who frequently referred to the local consumptionfigsh and marine
animals mentioned the existence and importanceistiinfy and the
gathering of seafood. Fish was also offered foe.dakarls, turtle shells,
and ambers were also gathered and sold. Domesiticaknincluding
cattle, sheep and goat were kept. There were nmading centres. These
included Kilwa, Kisiwani, Manda, Gedi, Kisimanimafiand the islands
of Zanzibar and Pemba. The imports included Chinpsecelain,
celadon, black and yellow pottery and glassware fiain export items
were ivory gold, slaves, rhinoceros horn, ambergresarls, shells, and
leopard skins. The medium of exchange was the cahell. Later,
beads, China coins came to be used in Kilwa andadisgu, where
commercial activities were most intense. The traflthe East African
coast was profitable and it was the basis of thaltweof the Swabhili
people. It forms the bedrock of the social anduraltdevelopment of the
Swabhili society.

The Swabhili people had lucrative commercial corgtagith the Arabs,
Persians and Indians. The effect of these tradimgacts and the wealth
derived from commerce was the transformation of dhiginally small
coastal settlements into large towns. Another irgrarresult of such
development was the appearance of an influent@imin the Swabhili
society, competing or struggling for power with tbél aristocracy,
whose sway and influence was based on the discloangerformance of
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various kinds of traditional functions. The rise tbis new influential

group and its attempt lo consolidate its positiathed for a new ideology.
This was provided by Islam, which had become kntlwough contacts
with the Arabs and Persians. The penetration @niskeems to have
begun at the end of the 7th or 8th century. Inctwgrse of time, Islam’s
influence grew and deepened and the number of aditseincreased. A
manifestation of this phenomenal change was tleinighe number of
mosques built in the coastal cities.

However, the consequences of the development arehdspf Islam
among the Swahili was not only the constructiomotques, but also the
construction of stone buildings. The archaeologialk of Kirkman and
Chittick provides a general picture of the develepimof building and
architecture on the islands and coasts of East@friTheir beginnings
dated back to the 12th century in Gedi, Zanzibar lditlwa. This initial
period had its own building methods, which consistenply of laying
coral blocks on red clay. The only edifice of thatiod to have survived
to this day is the Great Mosque of Kilwa, but itsar@built a number of
times and is now a completely different building.ccarding to
Portuguese sources, the narrow streets of mud-edhtesuses in Kilwa
were covered with protruding palm leaves, whichnfed the roof of the
houses. The wall of the houses where there wene stenches narrowed
the streets with stone houses. The palace was @ortamt edifice, which
probably had two or three floors. The buildings embden doors and
probably other details in woods, which were richdgorned with
carvings. The high level of the development of 8weahili civilisation
also seems to be indicated by the ceramic lampsdfon excavations,
which must have been used for lighting the darkm®@nd suggests that
the inhabitants probably engaged in reading, vgitikeeping accounts,
and so forth. The furniture consisted of carpets miats and sometimes
stools and luxurious beds in-laid with ivory, sihad gold. Cooking was
done with local earthenware pots, which were alsedufor other
purposes by the poor sections of the community. fidiemade everyday
use of imported pottery from Iran, Iraq and China.

We do not know much about the traditional politicalstem of the
Swabhili people prior to the advent of Islam. Butw.Misiugin carried
out a research titled "Chronicle of the town oféatHe showed that
before the Nabkhani dynasty, that is, the Muslimasbty in Pate, there
was a state governed by an old African aristocratian called
"WAPATE", which had the privilege of royal powerdbore the title of
"Mfalme". He observed that during this period tiate had a system
known as "Ndugu rule" in which the title of Mfalnveas not bestowed
for life, but transferred, within a lineage, fromeoNduguman to another.
This means that in former times the Wapate clarthenstrength of its
superiority over other clans hindered or deprivesl latter of the right to
occupy the supreme office of Mfalme.

It is therefore significant that the East Africawahili towns were not
only centres of trade and Islamisation, but alsmiagtrative centres.
The capitals of the small states were ruled byldhal Muslim dynasties.
The clearest example of such a centre is Kilwés known through the
two versions of its chronicles that its ruling fdéies were of non-African
origin. One source claimed that the dynasty whas®bitants were
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Persians, not Africans, came from Shiraz, whiledtteer advocated that
the ruling dynasty in the towns were dynasties whiaced the evolution
of a solid culture and civilisation to people thame from outside Africa.
This Hamitic hypothesis-influenced traditions se&nshow that the

civilisation established on the East African coasis the work of

Persians and Arabs who either built towns, intredutslam and spread
their own culture which was superior to that of &fdcans.

What seems plausible is that the indigenous Afrigastocracy of these
states must have, through interaction and interiagas with Muslim

traders and clerics, been influenced by Islamigiet and culture, which
they used to strengthen their authority. Hencar thaim of descent from
Arab and Persian families is prominent in the mstof Islam. Such

legends claiming foreign origin are by no meansquei For example,
A.H.J. Prins has given examples of many ethnic ggatlaiming Arab or
Shiraz ancestry, despite their undoubtedly Afrioagin.

From the foregoing, it seems clear that the Eagtic&fi Swabhili
civilisation was the fruit of commercial developrelt was through the
stimulation of trade on a substantial scale thatSkvahili people started
producing in greater dimensions than the level afdpction in the
traditional pre-Islamic society not only for locansumption but also for
sale and export.

The Swabhili civilisation, however, declined as aule of a combination
of factors. First the Zimba invasion caused comnside destruction of
Swabhili towns. Second, change in climatic conditiesulting in decrease
in rainfall caused decline in agriculture, declinemaritime trade, which
consequently stalled the development of the co&stais. The third and
most significant factor was Portuguese invasiotha17th century. The
constant attack on the coastal towns by Portuguesships equipped
with  sophisticated weapons under the command of one
RuyRavascolLorenso proved invincible and formidalitet only were the
coastal towns plundered and destroyed by the Rortey Zanzibar, the
most important Swahili city-state was also defeated its large fleet of
light craft was captured. The East African marititragle never recovered
from Portuguese devastation.

ITQ

Question
What is the literal meaning of Swabhili?

Feedback

Swabhili literally means “the people of the coast”.
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Study Session Summary
@ In this study session, we explained the civilisatioswahili.
Summary
Assessment
SAQ 10.1 (testing learning outcomes 10.
@ Explain the civilisation of Swahil
Assessment
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Study Session1 1

The Great Zimbabwe

Introduction

In this study sessiowe will examine the origin aZimbabwe

Learning Outcomes

After studying this session, you should be akb:

11.1 trace the origin 1Zimbabwe

Outcomes

11.1 The Origin of Zimbabwe

Great Zimbabwe was the name given to the ruinstafes enclosure
abandoned more than 500 years ago by the ShondepebiCentra
Africa. The enclosures were built between 1200 48D A.D. It was thi
capital of an early Shona State and a specimenhona culture and
civilisation. The word Zimbabwe means 'stone buigi. Grea
Zimbabwe lies about 27km so-east of the modern town of F
Victoria in Zimbabwe. It is the most impressive morent of Africar
culture south of the Nile Valley. It coversore than 60 acres of land.
consists of two complex dry stone buildings, whiEhropeans hav
erroneously referred to as the Acropolis and thendle. The first is i
series of enclosures on top of a hill, while theosel includes a larc
number of builings in a valley (about 1km away from the firsthe
enclosures were built first on hilltops and laterttie valley. The valle
enclosure is 10m high and shows the finest statarmient Shon
masonry

The great edifice was built either for the purpof defence or to enhan
the mystery of the king's power. Many of the builg were encircled k
massive circular walls (32ft high and 17ft thickitst maximum). The
wall is estimated to have incorporated 900,000daynite blocks. Th
ruin of this geat monument was discovered in September, 187 labl
Mauch, a German explor-prospector based in the Transvaal, Europ
have insisted in their early published accounts shhah an exotic cultui
was nor-African in origin. They said that some whiter inspired by
Jewish or Arabian architectural models must havesitacted the grei
physical edifices. Through the works of archaedtsgilike Davic
Randall, Mac Iver and Gertrude Ca-Thompson in the first and seco
decades of the 20th century and e of the members of the Rhodes
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Historical Monuments Commission, this wrong notidras been
corrected. Supported by Carbon 14 dates, writtecords by the
Portuguese who visited the Zambesi Valley in thi Bid 17th centuries
and oral tradition collected from the Shona peopiase shown that
Great Zimbabwe was the headquarters of an indigerdtican state,
which flourished for many years.

This state rose from the building of populatiorthe Zambesi-Limpopo
region between 100 and 150 A.D. This populationdsup owed its
origin to the introduction and spread of crop aaition, domestication of
animals and the development of metallurgy in thisaa Hence, the
emergent civilisation was a result of cultural dgion among the Shona
peoples. Another factor was the presence of alluyddd deposit in a
broad belt running from the Mazoe River in the Ke#st to beyond the
Limpopo River in the south-east. There was alsaatherial gold deposit
in the tributaries of the River Zambesi. Great Zale lies a few
distances south and east of this gold belt. Iran @&pples occupied the
hill where Great Zimbabwe was located for a whilethe 1st century
A.D. There is therefore a possibility that Zimbabuigilisation was a
product of gold trade and iron technology. The bitamts of Zimbabwe
were said to have been washing alluvial gold andking iron-ore by the
10th century A.D. They split the rock cover of thee by heating and
cooling it. They cut out the ore with iron picksdatook it to the nearest
stream where they crushed and washed it in tharrgnwater.

Great Zimbabwe's location on the south-eastern emfg@imbabwe
plateau enabled it to utilise the plateau's rickoueces to develop and
support a rich culture and civilisation. The platg@mssessed wide upland
and lowland grazing area for cattle, which were ongnt to the state's
economy. It was a well-watered fertile area suéafor agriculture. Its
forests supplied plenty of timber for building afigwood. It also had
plenty of games such as elephants, which supplied/.i The location
was ideal for trade. At the head of the Sabi Ri@eat Zimbabwe was
located at a point where it could exploit longdista trade between the
gold fields of the western plateau and the Swalfilhe Sofala coast.

During the 12th and 13th centuries, much of thegidistance trade
between the interior and the coast passed througiat&GZimbabwe
capital. The king derived revenue from trade aitaltes paid in ivory,
gold and food. The wealth of Great Zimbabwe mustehlaeen derived
from its location on the long-distance trade rob&tween the gold
producing reefs in the region to its north and veest the Muslim trading
port of Sofala on the Indian Ocean. Archaeologistsl recovered
material remains of the wealth. These included ll@zstery of good
quality and design, ornaments made of copper, leroarad gold,
remarkable figures of birds carved from soapstaeeamics of Asian
origin, a piece of 13th century glazed Persian @lain and several
Chinese celadon dishes of about the 14th centudy Great Zimbabwe
was also a religious centre. The inhabitants eedidbe hilltop which
contained a sacred shrine with dry stone wallsmFtbe 13th century
onwards, they improved their building methods aamhgleted the great
enclosures below the hill, which was probably theiyal palace. The
king lived in the stone enclosures in great luxwsyrrounded by gold,
copper ornaments and jewellery. He ate in platedema Persia and
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China. His cottiers lived within the enclosures too. In the calpdlso
lived craftsmen who worked gold and copper intogkevies and forge
imported iron into tools. Weaving was done fromalbcgrown cotton. Ir
the provinces, smaller stone enclosures were Iptobably to house
provincial rulers. Thus, contrary to some foreigithars, Zimbabwe di
not owe its origin to external influence. By 1453 resources of Gre
Zimbabwe site had been exhausted. The resourcéd wousupport thi
population, which was out 11,000. Salt was in short supply. Tr:
shifted to the north towards the Zambesi Valley.aAgsult of the abov
the site was abandoned. Most of its inhabitants the area eithe
because it has been o-exploited or because of famine due to pation
explosion. Some of the migrants moved to the Maaogibutary to the
river Zambesi, where there was gold deposit. Theméd the nucleus «
an empire known as the NweneMutapa or Monomc

ITQ

Questior
What is the meaning of the world Zimbabw?

Feedbacl
The word Zimbabwe means 'stone building:

Study Session Summary
@ In this study sessionye examined Zimbabwe developm:
Summary

Assessment

@ SAQ 11.1 (testing learning outcomes 11.

Trace the origin of Zimbabw
Assessment
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Study Session 12

5o

The Founder of Monomotapa Empire

Introduction

In this study sessic we will discuss the developmeof Monomotapa
kingdom

Learning OQutcomes

Outcomes

After studying this session, you should be akb:
12.1discuss the developmenit Monomotapa kingdo

12.1 TheMonomotapa Kingdom

The founder of Monomotapa kingdom was a Rozwi chadfed Mutota
In c.1445 A.D., he marched towards the Zambesi Rivbere he
established his kingdom. His appellation was Nweantepe- the master-
pillager- and this became his title and that of his successod also c
the kingdom which he founded. Mutota subjected mufstsoutherr
Rhodesia to his political authority before his theiat 1450 A.D. His sor
Mutope who continued his father's conquor over 70 years, succeec
him. Under him, the empire reached its height. Likeeat Zimbabw:
Empire, the Nwenemutapa dynasty benefited fromgiblel trade. The
Nwenemutapas controlled the alluvial gold suppkesl the norther
section of the gold beaig mountains. They also claimed dominion ¢
the region south of the Zambesi River to the sefuding the tradin
ports on the Zambesi. The revenue they derived fn@de enhance
their political power. Enjoying economic buoyancy home, the
Nwenemutaas were able to build a strong army, which they leygul
for territorial expansion. Tributes from conqueredates furthe
augmented Nwenemutapa's earning from tr

The population of the empire was stratified intdgstacracy and th
peasants. Majoritof the people were peasants living on the landy
were also miners mining gold for the king and mersbef the
aristocracy. They were also engaged in militarwiser The empir
remained prosperous until the death of Mutope iB01A.D. At the
height « its power, the centre of the empire was firmlyntolled by
Mutope. Thus, by 1480 A.D., Monomotapa Empire hadrbextended 1
the Zambesi River from the Kariba Gorge to thedndDcean and son
areas of the coast, south of the Zambesi
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The cente of the kingdom also moved to the north. The legdity was

Ra Mutota, located on a tributary stream to the Easnapproximatel

180km above Tete. The kingdom was organised intwipces, eac

under the rule of an appointed governor, who wasillyse son or close
relative of the king. The territory nearest the ddn town was

administered directly by the ruler and his centnadeaucracy. The gre

distances between the Monomotapa's court and thédyingu

portion/district of the empire made it diffilt to maintain authority. Th

lack of ethnic homogeneity also caused the kingymanoeblems. Evel

before the death of Mutope, the empire had beglmngak apar

The area of original habitation near Great Zimbabealed Guniusw
was ruled after 1480 A., by a grandson of Mutota named Changa,
was quick to take advantage of the division witthi@ empire to carve o
his own kingdom. Perhaps, encouraged by Arab tsad#ranga declare
the southern part independent and gave his nanietoew kingdor of
Changamire. By the time the Portuguese became egdtblished ¢
Sofala, Monomotapa had lost to the Changamire onerhalf of the are
controlled by the first two rulers of the emp

Study Session Summary

/o7

In this study session, wlescussed the developm of monomotapa
kingdom

Summary
Assessment
@ SAQ 12.1 (testing learning outcomes 12.
Discuss the development of Monomotapa kingc
Assessment
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Study Session 1 3

South Africa

Introduction

In this study sessiomwe will generally view the nature of South Afric
We will also examine thgroups of people in South Afric

Learning OQutcomes

after studying this session, you should be ab
5.2 highlight the nature of South Africa

5.4 examine the groups of peopteSouth Africe
Outcomes

13.1 Overview of South Africa

South Africa is the southern end of the Africantawent, the southwar
prolongation of an immense plateau, which stretah@dhwards to th
Sahara. Although majority of the peoples of theaaspeak eithi the
Bantu or the Khoisan languages, South Africa isedting pot of races
The intermingling of the Negro, the Bushmen andteéfubts over
thousand or more years has created a variety ohsiabtypes. Howeve
of the main groups of people in Souttrica, the Bushmen and tl
Hottentots were the indigenous groups. The Banhighvconstituted th
third group, were an expanding group who latetesttind dominated tf
area

ITQ

Questior

List the main groups of people in south Afri
Feedbacl

The kushman

The Hottentoi

The Bant
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13.2 The Groups of People in South Africa
13.2.1 The Bushmen

As indicated earlier, the Bushmen were among thky @shabitants of
South Africa. They lived in some parts of Botswaarad South-west
Africa, the Kalahari Desert and the northern paftslamibia. In the 16th
and 17th centuries, they inhabited a much largea.aFhey were small in
stature (about 1.5m in height and were a littliéetathan the pygmies).
They had delicate bone structure, light skin amy facked body hair.

The Bushmen had no permanent village. Rather, theganised
themselves in small hunting bands under leaderswére elderly men.
A band was at most made up of few hundred peopléidfy close
relatives.

The Bushmen had very simple political and socialicstre, with no
formal system of government. Everyone was equd#hé¢oother. That is,
no one had a feeling of subordination to the otl®rery successful
hunter shared his skills with the other memberghef group and the
feeling of unity within each group was very highitkih each group also,
decisions were taken through discussion amongét members.

The Bushmen were sub-divided into the followingugre: The Saan, who
lived in parts of the Namib Desert and in the maung of Namaland.
They adopted the language and, to a large extemtrdligion, law and
customs of their immediate Hottentot Nama neighbolihe other groups
were the Heikum, Kung and Auen of the Kalahari. Sehevere smaller
groups who retained more of their own customs tharBaan. The colour
of their skin was light yellow.

As hunters, the Bushmen were experts in the ugsheofmall bow and
poison-tipped arrow. Because of their occupatidweytwere nomadic
moving from place to place in search of games. émads, they did not
practise any kind of agriculture. Their hunting agathering mode of
existence enabled them to survive in the 18th egniuhen they were
forced into an inhospitable environment. They stediby gathering wild
vegetables, melons, shrubs, snakes and mice.

The Bushmen were religious. They prayed to the navahthe stars; they
had rainmaking gods. In their social life, they &efery cheerful and
merry. They were fond of dancing. They had gre&istar talent. They
painted pictures of animals and men on the walkheif caves. Some of
them built temporary houses of grain. Before théh1&ntury, cattle-
rearing Hottentots had forced the Bushmen into ititerior areas of
South Africa.

13.2.2 The Hottentots

Closely related to the Bushmen, both in race amguage, were the
Hottentots. According to the linguist Joseph Gregghthe Hottentots
were probably of the same racial stock as the Beshand simply
developed differently due to better diet and défergene pools. Their
language was akin to each other and exhibited akveacial
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characteristics in common. However, they differedyvconsiderably in
culture. Apart from a small group who lived alotg tcoast, subsisting
by fishing and gathering shell-fish (the strandpexs whose kitchen
rubbish dumps of sea shells can still be seen athShfrican beaches),
the Hottentots were a pastoral people.

The Hottentots were slightly taller than the Bushmdhey were

yellowish in complexion and of peppercorn hair, &thile the Bushmen
were gatherers and hunters, the Hottentots weralynatock-keepers.
That is, they were herdsmen wandering from a wadet to another with

their cattle. They placed high value on their shaeg cattle, which were
their mainstay. They lived in more permanent cathps the Bushmen
and they had more varied skills. Like the Bushntbey practised no
agriculture, but had private property in cattle,iscthmade some to be
richer than the others.

The Hottentots were the result of a mixture of Buosh and Hamitic
races. This may have happened in East Africa's 4 dRegion. The
Hottentots moved southwards from their original lroamd settled in the
whole south-western part of Africa. Only a few Hatiots now survive.
In fact, the Hottentots were not so widespread antls Africa as the
Bushmen. They were generally to be found near ¢hsts, in South-west
Africa, at the Cape itself and up the east coadeadt as far as the
Transkei. Their relations with the Bushmen wereemfthostile. The
Bushmen resented the intrusion of Hottentots' eatth their hunting
grounds and retaliated by stealing the animalsilondk the herdsmen,
and the Hottentots in return tried to destroy thestlBnen communities.
But sometimes, peaceful agreements were made ancdsionally

Bushmen bands lived in association with Hottentiohie group acting as
herdsmen and hunters.

The Hottentots smelted iron to make spears andvhgads. They made
wooden bowls, baskets and leather bags. Their &ef was milk. They
did catch animals with traps. Their women weret&eavith respect and
had an independent position within the group. Hawewhe basic
Hottentot political unit was the clan. This was maily a smaller unit
ruled by a Chiefwhose authority within the band wassiderable. It is
worth noting that conflicts between clans werelsgtby warfare. Such
conflicts invariably led to the creation of largmilitical units. The Chiefs
ruled purely by consent of the other clan heads ifitidere was a serious
disagreement, a group frequently broke up. Any ¢lead could always
break away, becoming an independent chief, andrthigtably happened
whenever the population of a group grew large. Jiperse vegetation of
most of South Africa meant that a relatively fevtlearequired extensive
grazing lands, so when herds grew too large to fazegl together
separation was the obvious answer.

It was therefore not surprising that the inabilifiythe Hottentots in the
Cape area to co-operate with one another agaiostnanon enemy was
one major reason for the quick success of the Dintatiominating the
immediate hinterland.
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13.2.3 The Bantu

The third of the earliest inhabitants of South édriwere the Bantu.
Significantly, the group of Bantu who settled inuBoAfrica belonged to
a branch of the Bantu peoples known as the SoutBantu. They had
much in common with the peoples of Monomotapa Eengind they
shared a common culture with one another. When fhisly began to
enter South Africa is not known with any degreeaofuracy, but it was
certainly several hundreds of years before the &éttiury. They can be
divided into a number of groups by reference tartlaaguages, namely,
the Nguni, Sotho, Herero and Ovambo.

The Nguni-speaking Bantu inhabited the fertile eaststal strip of South
Africa. They advanced farther southward than aimgwoBantu people in
South Africa. The languages of the Nguni group veeriiciently similar
for different peoples to understand one anothenghahere were some
important differences in vocabulary and dialectey were particularly in
close contact with the Bushmen and Hottentots arttén used more of
the click sounds in their languages than otheriséifrican Bantu.

The Sotho-speaking Bantu occupied the central gatéom the

escarpment to the fringes of the Kalahari. Somé¢hefearliest of this
group to enter South Africa were the ethnic growp® are generally
known as the Tswana (Bechuana). Their dialectdiffeslightly from the

others, and they lived on the western part of taeepu near the Kalahari
in the area now known as Tswanaland. The resteo§ttho group spread
into the Transvaal and the northern parts of modanange Free State,
and are sometimes divided into northern and sowt8etho.

To the west of the Kalahari, a third group, the éderand the Ovambo
occupied South-west Africa where they made much pesgress than the
other groups. Besides, the Namaqua Hottentots #&ed Bushmen

occupied most part of the country.

Significantly, all the South African Bantu, apartrh the Herero whose
way of life was very similar to the Hottentots, wemixed farmers.
Furthermore, they kept cattle, which were their nmized possession
and the essence of their existence. However, tHeyg aractised
agriculture. As a result of this, they maintainedcin larger populations
on the same area of land than either the Hotteototee Bushmen and
lived in larger communities in more permanent dingh with less need
for frequent migration. Generally, their houses averound huts
sometimes built of mud with thatched roofs andaative designs painted
ill-coloured clay on the walls, and sometimes synpbven of grass.

The people were organised in ethnic groups, eachhath consisted of
one central clan. It might, however, contain mermalfezm other clans as
well. The Chief or head came from the central dad was the head of
the community in every sense. He had the finalisayl political matters
and the final judge in all legal disputes. He whs tink between the
community and its ancestors, and took the lead linimaportant
ceremonies, controlling the activities of the ma&me who summoned
rain and the witch doctors who detected personkygoi black magic
and communion with evil spirits. However, despikéstwide-ranging
authority, the chief could not rule as a despot.wes surrounded by a
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number of personal officers, called Indunas, tophieim enforce his
commands. The Indunas were chosen from familieh wid claim to
royalty so that they would not be tempted to s#ieethrone.

The most important cultural institution of the dwaern Bantu was the
system of initiation to manhood. For when a boyhea an age when he
was matured enough to marry and take on the redpldies of adult
life, he went through the ceremony of circumcisifmlowed by a
prolonged period of living apart from the groupridg which he would
receive instruction on the customs of his peopk thie duties expected
of an adult man. These ceremonies made a profaupdession on the
minds of the young men and imbued them with resfoette traditional
culture of the community. So important was the elgmee that men only
counted the years of their lives after initiatibmyhood being considered
too insignificant to be worth recording. In all tgeoups, these initiation
ceremonies created a sense of fellow feeling antomgs who were
initiated about the same time. Among the Sotho ggpthis feeling was
particularly strong. In the Sotho situation, inittd ceremonies were
conducted under the authority of Chiefs or distnieads. All the youths
of appropriate age in a given area were initiatggbther in an initiation
school, which was generally held when the Chiefudr-Chief had a son
of age for initiation. After the ritual period wasided, the boys who had
participated in an initiation school retained assenf corporate identity.
In times of war, they fought as a group under #sdérship of their
agemate prince, and at other times, they assentblg@erform special
services for the ruler such as building him a newéstead.

Finally, it is worthy of mention that warfare be®ve groups was not
uncommon. For as the population increased and rgyaland became
scarce, disputes often occurred between neighbaiss, when a Chief
died, squabbles over the succession often invdigiting and when, as
so often, these troubles led to the division of gieup the different
sections might continue to nourish feelings of tibstfor one another.
Moreover, given the importance of cattle to the gleo wars were
organised to capture a few cattle or force a neaiglihg group to
abandon a grazing ground, not at destroying thengrm@mpletely. Thus,
a war usually ended after a single battle whensde admitted defeat;
non-combatants were usually respected and prisorsttgned for a
ransom. The southern Bantu groups had no standimjes and no
special war Chiefs.

From the forgoing, it can be seen that three maiugs, the Bushmen,
the Hottentots and the Bantu dominated the afafirSouth Africa until
the emergence, in 1652, of the immigrants, espggamthen the Dutch
East Indian Company finally established a permapest at the Cape,
which had been used as a stopping point for shipelling to and from
the Indies for over a century. From that periodew element was added
to the pattern of South African peoples, foreshadgwhe beginning of
apartheid in South Africa.
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Study Session Summary

In this study session, we will generally view the nataf SouttAfrica.
We will also examine the groups of people in Sdhitica.

Summary

Assessment

SAQ 13.1 (testing learning outcomes 13.

@ Highlight the nature of South Afric

SAQ 13.2 (testing learning outcomes 13.
Assessment

Examine the groups of people in SoAfrica?
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Introduction

West Africa

In this study sessiowe will explore the origin of old Ghana Empire. \
will narrate the history of Almoravid Empire. Thafter, we will discus
about Mali Empire. Finally, we will trace the oin of Songhai Empire

Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

After studying this session, you should be akb:
5.5 trace the origin of old Ghana Empire
5.€ write short note on the Almoravid Empire
5.7 discuss about Mali Empire

5.€ trace the origin of Songhai Empire

14.1 Old Ghana Empire

We cannot say when the Berbers began to move dmamNorth Africa,
but there are stories of a settlement of white [geopthe Aukar distric
(some 480km west of Timbuktu) in the 2nd centurip APerhaps, the
were Jews who left the Romeprovince of Cyrenaica, settled ne
Timbuktu and later moved westwards to Aukar. Liigeknown abou
these white strangers except that after some 28 yhey became rule
of the Mandingo peoples among whom they lived. Tkigigdom, whict
was callecGhana, lasted for 400 years before other Negrolpsedmpm
Wagadugu overthrew it. A black king then took otiee throne of thi:
ancient kingdon

The Moslem Arabs conquered the Maghreb at the &tiieorth centun
A.D. and Arab merchants began to vihe western Sudan. They fou
Ghana to be a rich Negro kingdom. It was at itd beeshe 9th centur
A.D. On the east of it was the River Niger and be tvest was th
Lemtuna kingdom at Audagho.

Al-Bakr, an Arab historian who lived in Spain, wrotedescription of
Ghana as he heard of it from merchants who visitedien it was mos
wealthy. The capital (KumbiSaleh) consisted of tegparate town:
10km apart. One was the Muslim town where the Aravchants fron
North Africa lived and where there wi some buildings of stone. Tl
other was the pagan town of El Gaba where the lsowsee clay hut
with thatched roofs. Around it, there were pagawvgs where the pries
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sacrificed to their gods. The Muslims held mosthef important posts in
the government of the kingdom. They had six moscared several
schools in their town, which was also the commércentre of the
kingdom.

What impressed visitors most was the amount of goithments used
when the king showed himself in public. He had &dweaddress, 10
horses with gold equipment, 10 boys standing behind holding gold

swords and shields. Dogs wearing collars and léligold guarded the
doors of his house. At the gate there was a bajbtef, weighing 14kg, to
which his horse was tied.

When a king of Ghana died, his body was placeduge and cushions in
a round, wooden hut. Near his body his people plaus robes, his
weapons and supplies of food and drink. Lastly,wies and servants
were put into the hut before it was closed. The leHmut was then
covered with earth until it formed a great mounthvai ditch around it.

The wealth of Ghana was based on the ability tplsuplaves for its
market and on the trade in gold. Gold was obtaiinech other pagans
who lived far away in Wangara, a name of mysteryniany centuries.
There was so much gold there that the amount comnitogthe market
had to be controlled to prevent the price fromiriglitoo low. Merchants
came from all parts of western Maghreb bringingghery, beads, cloth
and salt to trade for slaves and gold.

In Ghana, the Arab merchants met their Negro agemswith them they
travelled for 20 days over large desert till thegehed the Senegal River.
There they beat big drums to call the local peoplese were the gold
miners. They were very shy and would not come outhe riverbank
when the foreign merchants were there. The Ardilesefore, used to put
their goods in piles and go out of sight. The Igoabple then came out
and placed a heap of gold dust beside each pildremdwent away. If
the Arab merchants were satisfied, they took thd,dmeat their drums
again to show that the market was over and weny.awa

This silent trade (sometimes called 'dumb barted} also practised in
other parts of the world. It usually started ingala where the people did
not trust each other, but where they needed edwr's®tgoods, as in the
case of Wangara, where the gold miners had no athgof getting salt.

The Arab merchants, who made the long and paimfalrhonths march
from the Maghreb to Ghana, came to buy slaves #isawegold. There
was always a good sale for Negro slaves in NortlicAf So, the slave
market was kept supplied by constant raids on timeifive ethnic groups
who lived in the forestlands to the south.

The king of Ghana collected taxes on everythingcivipassed through
his market: gold, salt, slaves, and many otherginThese taxes
augmented the wealth of Ghana.

Ghana could not expand towards the sea, for thexg aways the
Lemtuna kingdom in the way. Early in the 9th cept@®hana was very
alarmed by the warlike activities of Tilutane, tiserber Chief of
Audaghost, who with 100,000 horsemen had conquallethe Berber
ethnic groups of the West. Ghana did not daregbt fsuch a powerful
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kingdom and Tilutane did not attack Ghana. Thers, Wawever, much
rivalry between the two kingdoms over the tradeoserthe desert and
each often raided the caravans going to the markétshe other

kingdoms.

ITQ

Question

Name the Arab historian from spain who wrote thescdetion of
Ghana?

Feedback

Al-Bakr, an Arab historian who lived in Spain, weo& description of
Ghana as he heard of it from merchants

14.2 The Almoravid Empire

60

Audaghost, the capital of the Lemtuna kingdom, W&sdays’ march

westwards from Ghana and one month's march todast.clt was a large
town with many fine buildings and it was surroundey date palms
beyond which were the desert sands. Its inhabitaste Berbers who
owned large numbers of pagan Negro slaves. There algo many Arab
merchants who looked after the caravan trade. éntélwvn, there was
plenty of water for such crops as millet and wh@dtere were large
herds of cattle and sheep. Audaghost was a citgredt commercial
prosperity and carried on much trade with the Maghparticularly with

Sijilmasa. The inhabitants were very wealthy aneedi in civilised

comfort. Among the traders on the desert routeslaghost was famous
for the skill of its cooks and the beauty of itsmen.

In the 11th century A.D., one of the leaders of tleentuna went on a
pilgrimage to Mecca, but on the way he was so asddawh his ignorance
of the Muslim faith that he asked a pious teach®ryacid, to come and
teach his people. However, they found his teachawg hard and they
burned his house and drove him out of their towm. @th two faithful
Lemtuna followers he went to live on an island le tSenegal River.
There he collected around him about a thousandviustims and set out
with them to convert the "world". There was somtbaek at first, but
before long all the ethnic groups of the Atlantaast had accepted his
teaching and were united under him. He calleddilewers “Marabouts”
or holy men: they are known as the Almoravids.

IbnYacid then collected an army of 30,000 men,idpired with the
religious fire of their leader. Africa had neveresesuch a well-trained
force. He defeated all the ethnic groups of thetevasdesert. Then he led
his army to the north and conquered Sijilmasa. iguhimself was killed
in battle in 1057 A.D. He was one of the most ni@ahen in African
history. He not only began a great religious mowvetmeut also united all
the peoples on the Atlantic coast, west of thedese

After his death, the leadership of the Almoravidt8tpassed to two great
men, Abu Bakr and Yusuf IbnTashfin. Yusuf led tleselt army over the
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Atlas Mountains. He built the city of Marrakesh 1062 A.D. and by
1082 A.D. the Almoravid Empire extended as far easAlgiers.

About that time, the Muslims in Spain were beinggly attacked by
the Christian armies. Their only hope seemed tdabget help from
Africa. But the Spanish Muslims feared that thedwNlmoravids might
be worse than the Christians. They were uncertadnitawhat to do. Then
they heard that Yusuf and his army from the desere on board 100
ships off the Spanish port of Algeciras and wem@aeding that it should
be surrendered to them. The army landed and stadtdywards defeated
a much larger Christian army at the Battle of Zgla in 1068 A.D. By
1102 A.D., the whole of Muslim Spain was in the dmf Almoravids
Emirs. As long as Yusuf lived, their rule broughtape and good
government to the Almoravid Empire both in Spaiml am Africa, but
civilisation soon ruined them. Coming from the héfel of the desert to
positions of ease and power, they soon forgot th@ncands of the
Qur'an. Even their followers in Africa rose agaitiem. In North Africa,
a new Berber sect, the Almohads under the leagershiAbdul el
Mumen, drove them out and set up a new kingdom fifamis to the
Atlantic in which peace, prosperity and learniraufished for 100 years.

Abu Bakr, who took over the leadership of the seuthwing of the
Almoravid army on the death of IbnYacid, spent sorears converting
the Negroes by force to his reformed religion. Afigl years, he felt
strong enough to attack Ghana, whichad remained pagan. In 1076
A.D., he captured Ghana. Many of its people wellekiand the rest
were forced to become Muslim or were driven oub ithe desert.
Although the king was allowed to keep his thronbaa never regained
its former importance as a centre of trade andi sompletely destroyed
1240 A.D. There are some ruins at KumbiSaleh, aB&0km north of
Bamako, the capital of the modern Mali Republicjchmay mark the
site of the capital of Old Ghana.

14.3 Mali Empire

This state was perhaps the largest and richesteoStidanese kingdoms
and was best known throughout Europe and Africaals rightly called
the Empire of Mali. Its rulers regularly made thiggmage to Mecca and
so attracted many foreign merchants, both Musliioh @hristian, to the
capital.

Mali developed from a very small Mandingo kingdofiKangaba, on the
west side of the River Bakoy (a tributary of Riv&enegal). Its capital
was at Jeriba (between River Niger and River Sankarafi).the
beginning of the 13th century, A.D., however, itsnarge enough to be
noticed by another Mandingo chief called Sumangwho had just
destroyed Ghana. He seized and killed 11 sonseokithg of Mali, but
spared the twelfth, a cripple boy called Sundi&tas boy grew up to be
strong both in mind and body and he began the Ealpire. To this day,
he is praised as the national hero of the Mandpegple.

When he came to the throne, he collected a bodgigufanunters whom
he could trust. With them he went south, crossegeRTinkisso, and
conquered the neighbouring kingdom of Sangaran.nTleth the
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Sangaran army, he went west and conquered theJ&lita. In this way
he gained another army. Turning east, he crossedagm River and
defeated some Bambara rebels. With an army grolairggr and larger,
he went round the borders of his kingdom to make that all its peoples
were loyal to him. He returned to Jeriba in 123D A.

He was now the equal of Sumanguru, who decidedhianhust stop the
young Sundiata before he became too powerful. Taamies met at
Kirina just north of the modern town of Kulikoroh i1235 A.D. The
result was a complete victory for Sundiata. Sumangeas killed and his
kingdom became part of the growing Mali State.

Sundiata now built his capital on a new site atniN&bout 30km from
Jeriba and spent the rest of his life developirg ¢buntry around. He
never again led his soldiers in battle, although drimies continued to
enlarge his lands. He died in 1255 A.D. In 25 yeaes had turned an
unknown little kingdom into a powerful empire.

This empire continued to grow, and in 1307 A.D.ndata's grandson,
Mansa Kanka Musa, came to the throne. He ruledah fdr another 25
years and became the most famous of the Mandimgys ki

The Mali Empire had controlled the goldfields of Wgara for 70 years,
when Mansa Musa went on a pilgrimage to Mecca. ¢fegt across the
desert to Cairo in 1324 A.D. He rode on horsebaith %00 slaves in
front of him, each carrying a bar of gold, whichighed about 3kg. His
camels were said to have carried more than 11,0@0kgold. He

showered gold wherever he went and it was said ltkeapaid for a
mosque to be built at every place where he stopgpeé Friday. He
brought so much gold to Egypt that its value tHelieand did not recover
for some years. He demonstrated that he had coneetanly religious

pilgrimage and his piety and generosity were spakan Cairo for years
after his return from Mecca.

On his homeward journey, he took with him two Asmiholars, EIl Saheli
and El Mamer, whom he had met in Mecca. While he sl in the
desert, he learned that one of his generals, Satjmadrad captured Gao,
the capital of another larger kingdom, Songhai,chvHay to the east of
his empire. So, he turned his caravan and wenstibthkis new part of his
empire. Before he left Gao he gave El Saheli thke ¢d building a nobler
mosque than the simple building of mud and thaidtich had been good
enough for the Songhai rulers.

He went along River Niger to the Songhai city aibuktu and there too
he set El Saheli the task of building a large mesgnd a palace for
himself. Timbuktu was already an important marketwas the place
where several caravan routes from North Africa et great Niger
waterway to east and west Sudan. Under Mansa Ntusecame a great
centre of trade and learning. For with the caravaame rich and
educated men from many lands. Its great mosquenteetamous for the
wisdom of its teachers.

Mansa Musa died in 1332 A.D. He left an empire dargnd wealthier
than any other African state of those days. Itsléxw, from Tekrur on the
Atlantic to Dendi on River Niger, were more tha®km apart; and
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from Walata and Tadmekket in the deserts of thelNdne Mali Empire
extended into the forests and mountains of Futardal the South.

After his death, however, the empire declined gadlgulbnBattutah, the
well-known Arab traveller and writer, visited Niam 1352 A.D. He

disliked the rude manner of some of the Mali offisiwhom he met, also
the cannibalism which he saw and the people's ludlpburing dust on
their heads when coming before the king. But hetavro

the Negroes possess some admirable qualities. dteegeldom
unjust and have a greater hatred of injustice thap other
people. Their sultan shows no mercy to anyone whguilty of

the least act of it. There is complete securitythiair country
Neither traveller nor inhabitant has anything tarféom robbers
or man of violence. They do not take the propeftamy white
man who dies in their country. On the contraryytigese it in

charge of some trustworthy person among the whites the

rightful heir is found.

IbnBattutah wrote also of the flourishing agricuétwof the empire and of
the wealth of its markets. He noted the widespressdof slaves captured
from the neighbouring pagan ethnic groups. Slaves gold were the

chief exports from Mali along the caravan routeshef Sahara. The Mali
people were good Muslims and regularly practisedtites of Islam.

By the middle of the 17th century, however, Malidhaeclined
considerably. Its territory had diminished. It'sveceignty had been
limited to the province of Kangaba from which thepgre originally
grew.

14.4 Songhai Empire

Before Mali became an empire, there were the Songbaple whose

territory spread along River Niger from Bussa tmbbuktu. The Songhai
were Negroes who originally lived in the Dendi digt west of Argungu,

in the angle formed by the Niger and Kebbi rivéere than 1,000 years
ago, the Songhai had spread along the banks of Riiger. Zaghawa
Berbers conquered them at an early date. ZaAliathenZaghawa ruler
settled in the Songhai capital, Kukia, and so bec#ime first of many
Berber kings of the Songhai people.

At the beginning of the 11th century A.D., the ¢apivas moved from
Kukia to Gao and the king became a Muslim. Gao atathe southern
end of the caravan routes to North Africa and itl lsalarge Muslim
community.

Al Bakr, writing a description of Gao in the 11tantury, said that (like
Ghana) it has two parts, one inhabited by Muslimreifners, and the
other by the pagan Songhai. Salt (from Taotek,dsiys' march in the
desert beyond Tadmekket) was used as money in thkem As

indicated earlier, a Mali army conquered Gao in5.28D., but it

regained its independence 10 years after.

IbnBattutah, on his way to Morocco from Niani in3B3A.D., spent a
month in Gao. He wrote that it was
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a large city on the Nile (sic) and one of the finesvns in the
Negro lands. It is also one of their biggest anstdpeovisioned
towns with rice in plenty milk and fish... the bogi and selling
by its inhabitants is done with cowrie shells.

In 1468 A.D., the Songhai ruler in Gao was Sonmj &h ambitious man.
He was asked by the Mandingo ruler of Timbuktu éphhim free that
city from its Zaghawa-Tuareg overlords. Although Wwas himself of
Berber origin, Sonni Ali, like all the Songhai, bdtthe Tuareg horsemen
who used to gallop in from the desert and attaekvilages of the river
peoples. So, Ali set out with a large army. Hisvatron the south bank
opposite Timbuktu took the entire Muslim populatiancluding the
learned men of the university, by surprise. Théyled across the desert
to Walata. Although Ali entered Timbuktu withougfiiting, he killed
many of its inhabitants.

Five years later, after a siege lasting many mor8bsini Ali conquered

Jenne, which, according to tradition, had beercktd 99 times by the
armies of Mali without success. Jenne, which wak iou1250 A.D., was

the major town near the region of lakes and masesigh which the

waters of River Niger flow above Timbuktu. Surroeddy creeks, Jenne
was easily reached by merchants from the Maghredbvwas also easily
defended against attack from Mali in the south faoih the Tuareg in the
north. For 200 years, Jenne had been one of theimpsrtant centres of
commerce and learning in the western Sudan. Rafdens the desert
were always troubling Timbuktu, but Jenne was agigtarbed island of

peace.

In 26 years, Sonni Ali had changed a string of réide villages into a
powerful kingdom, but he did little to increase fivesperity and peace of
the Sudan.

The next ruler of the Songhai kingdom was a MandiMuslim called
MuhammedToure, who gave himself the title of Askite had been
prime minister and was a man of outstanding palitability. He always
asked for the advice of older men, more learnednaoik experienced in
government than himself. He began a form of govemtnwhich was
new in the western Sudan, but which was widely eddar outside the
boundaries of Songhai. He divided his kingdom iptovinces with a
Governor in charge of each; the provinces wereddiviinto districts. He
put Mayors in charge of the important cities anddmppointed other
important officers. There were strict rules abdwe importance and the
duties of each post and about the number of dronhe tused in saluting
each officer.

He developed trade and began a system of weighldsnagasures to
encourage honest business. Dishonesty was treated \g&ery serious
offence.

AskiaMuhammed encouraged learning and employedrstutor the
education of his own children. Under him, the Saekbniversity at
Timbuktu prospered and was well known among thenégh men of
Europe. Centres of higher education were built etsiba and Jenne.
Many new schools were built and teachers were Irotiogwork in them.
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Muhammed fought many battles using an army of gaidiers, so the
the farmers and traders could carry on with thedrkwwithout being
constantly called away to fight. He conquered tlaai$d States, but th:
soor regained their independence. The Tuaregs had beestantly
raiding the farmers on the borders of his kingd&o, in 1515 A.D. h
drove them out of Agades and set up a colony ofjBainNegroes whos
descendants are still living there toc

AskiaMuhamned went on a pilgrimage to Mecca in 1495 A.D. vetlien
more horsemen, more foot soldiers and more gold kansa Musa ha
taken when he went to Mecca 170 years be

Under AskiaMuhammed, the Songhai Empire reachegréatest exten
His rule stretchd almost to the Atlantic coast in the west and tades
in the east. For a short time the people in it yajopeace and they
prospered as never before. Because of his immemrgahution to gooc
governance and the greatness of the empire, Aslohemmed was
rightly called "Askia the Grea

Unfortunately, his sons who rebelled against him fomced him to give
up the throne in 1528 A.D. upset the peace and afdihe kingdom. H
was blind and over 80 years old when his sons fbrgien to live
miserably on an island in River Niger. He died, an yphaman, in 154,
A.D.

Study Session Summary

/o7

In this study session, we explored the origin of olth@a Empire. W
narrated the history of Almoravid Empire. Theregftere discusse
about Mali Empire. Finally, we traced the originQdnghai Empire

Summary
Assessment
@ SAQ 14.1 (testinclearning outcomes 14.1)
Trace the origin of old Ghana Empi
Assessment

SAQ 14.2 (testing learning outcomes 14.
Write short note on the Almoravid Empi
SAQ 14.3 (testing learning outcomes 14.
Discuss about Mali Empir

SAQ 14.4 (testing learning outcomes 14.
Examine the origin of Songhai Empi
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Introduction

Outcomes

Nigeria

In this study sessiomwe will narrate the history of Niger We will also
discuss the culture and civilisation of Nigerii

Learning OQutcomes

After studying thissession, you should be able to:
5.¢€ write short note on the history of Nigeria

5.1C discuss the culture and civilisation of Nigeri

15.1 The History of Nigeria

Although Nigeria as a political and geographicditgrwas the creatio
of European ambition arrivalry in West Africa, it would be an error

assume that its peoples had little history beforgal, France, an
Germany negotiated its final boundaries at the tfrthe 20th century
For, Nigeria contained not only a multiplicity aheaic groupsbut also a
number of great kingdoms and many states that katiexl comple>
systems of government independent of contacts with Arabs ani
Europeans. In this chapter, we shall focus on tigns of these peop
and their civilisation. We shall exam in particular, the legends of tl
seven Hausa states, the Ife legend on the origitheofYoruba and th
Nok culture. We shall also discuss the Benin arub Igfkwu peoples
especially their myths, historical origins, cultsir@nd contribution to tr
makirg of the early history of Nigeria.

However, it is significant that many scholars ie thast had argued tt
there was no sense in talking of the history ofaxig before 1914. Tt
argument had been that the entity now called Nigeeither existe
befoie 1914 nor assumed any internationally recognisedradepender
stature until 1960. These scholars argued thatritare sensible to talk
terms of the separate histories of the differenoptes who late
constituted the unity in the diversity nowlled Nigeria. This was so the
argued, because a large part of the historiesestipeoples lies outsi
the geographical area of pres-day Nigeria. But to concede the ab
idea would amount not only to succumbing to the Imuliscreditec
Hamitic hypohesis but also failing to take cognisance of caitynand
change in Nigerian history. It is important to hakusowledge of the
history of the peoples, kingdoms and states, wtdohstituted th
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country. This knowledge is germane to the undedstgnof the socio-

economic and political situations in colonial anosipcolonial Nigeria.

This is one of the objectives of this chapter. Tieeessity to delve into
the past (before 1914) has been emphasised by sBoofelThomas
Hodgkin who stated that there existed a numberntéractions and
relationships among the different peoples of predag Nigeria long

before the dawn of the colonial era. These intarastand relationships
were not exclusively political, but also economimaocial. Thus, there
were long established socio-political contacts leetwvthe Igbo and the
ljo, Igbo and Ibibio, Bini and Yoruba, Bini and IgbYoruba and Hausa,
Hausa and Fulani, etc. before the introductionstnh in the north and
the advent of the colonial opportunities in thethotProfessor Hodgkin
also observed that not only did states and peopieNigeria interact

amongst themselves, they also come at differen¢timnd in varying
degrees and also had a number of foreign influefrzes Mali, Gao,

Egypt, western Europe, etc.

Our preoccupation here is to explore the early resnof civilisation,
which provided basic conducive atmosphere for esolyioeconomic and
political interaction among the various peoplesnownities, states, and
kingdoms that metamorphosed into modem Nigeria.\Wiedo this by
looking at the origin of some Nigerian peoples,irttoaillture and their
early centres of civilisation

ITQ

Question

Name Nigeria historical origins?
Feedback

The Hausa

The Yoruba

The Nok culture

The Benin

Igbo Ukwu

Culture and Civilisation of Nigerians
15.2.1 Hausa States

The Hausa states were supposed to have been foahddterent times
during the period 1200 A.D. The legend of BayajiddAbu
YazidKhaided Al-Zanati (884-947 A.D.J) is presenésdthe origin of the
Hausa states, though there appeared to have beeaystam of
administration in some areas especially Daura, éetég a queen before
Bayajidda came into the scene. The legend confirrieed constant
reference to oriental influences on Hausaland aywitd, for Bayajidda
was said to have reached Daura through Borno. iedron a horse and
dramatically got rid of the menace of a bothersosmake in the
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community's well. The huge and terrifying snake ldallow the citizens
fetch water from the well only on Fridays. Bayapdoharried the queen
for his reward and the seven sons of that relatipndecame the
founding rulers of the seven Hausa states (Hauka@y that is, Daura,
Kano, Rano, Zazzau, Gobir, Katsina, and GarunGabas.

It is significant that in addition to these oridiisa-called legitimate seven
states, there were others that were pejorativeigrned to as "Banza-
Bakwai", that is, not so legitimate ones, whichliled Zamfara, Kebbi,
Nupe, Gwari, Yauri, Kwararrafa, and Yoruba (llorifhey were said to
have been so named because they were founded kpikeof the slave
girl married to Bayajidda by the queen of Daura.

It should be noted, however, that the Bayajiddaemhely does not
adequately explain the origin of the Hausa peoptéthe whole process
of the emergence of states among them. Rathergptesents an
unscientific way of explaining similarities in lamage, culture, political
organisation and developments among the Hausa state also used to
explain the spread of Hausa culture to neighbouniog-Hausa people
without taking cognisance of proximity, the inflwenof environment and
interaction among the Hausa and their immediatedistdnt neighbours
over a period of more than a century.

It seems that the development of state-like orgdioiss in Hausaland
pre-dated the advent of Bayajidda; The processiiedoa gradual

evolution of small community settlements into hasland from the

latter into states. The first stage was the emegeof settlements
(communities), which grew into nucleated hamlets.tifis level, each

hamlet had strong kinship ties. Authority residesthe head of each
family. As time went, there emerged in each oftthmlets leaders whose
authority transcended or cut across family groughSleader exercised
authority over agriculture and some other economitivities. The

second stage was the emergence of larger comnuuttide the hamlets
as a result of the convergence of related groufanoilies or lineages on
strategic locations to form towns or gwari. At tHevel, a central

authority was developed to look after the affairthe town.

The third stage was the emergence of cities (biAbirni could develop
into a capital of a state whose ruler exercisechaity over many
hamlets or some other birnis. For the purpose ofikidtering such large
areas, each Hausa state developed a hierarchatahspf authority.

15.2.2 lle-Ife

lle-Ife is the fountain-head of Yoruba civilisatiofhe origin of this
ancient centre of civilisation is encapsulatedhia origin of the Yoruba.
In explaining the rich culture and civilisation ¢fie Yoruba, some
scholars have engaged in controversies on the paomee of the Yoruba.
For instance, Amoury Talbot, an anthropologist, baggested that the
Yoruba came from the north-east, specifically Eg@imilarly, Olumide
Lucas, a well-known Egyptologist stated that theuba migrated from
Egypt through Sudan. Saburi Biobakuseem to agréde Avnoury Talbot
and Olumide Lucas. He suggested eastern Sudae adatte of origin of
the Yoruba. Samuel Johnson who based his opiniororah sources
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collected in some parts of Yorubaland opined that¥oruba migrated to
lle-Ife after being driven from Arabia as a resaflteligious crises.

Oral sources popular among the Yoruba support ¢tieflthat lle-Ife is
the origin of their culture and civilisation. Theage two stories, which
seem to give credence to this belief. The firsthist of creation. The
Yoruba believe that lle-Ife was the centre of huncegation, the place
where human beings were first created. This mytlorafin stated that
Olodumare (God) sent Obatala to create the solith @k a period when
the whole earth was full of water. He was givenea lvith five toes, a
piece of earth in a snail shell. He was to sprinkk piece of earth on the
primordial water and release the hen to scattéfatvever, Obatala could
not perform the task having been drunk of palm vanehis journey. The
assignment was consequently given to Oduduwa whezessfully,
created the solid earth and descended with sixééEs with a chain at
lle-Ife.

A second explanation for the origin of lle-Ife anflthe Yoruba was
contained in a story of migration. Oduduwa was daithave migrated
from Mecca to lle-Ife. He was the son of Lamurudlingrod), king of

Mecca. As a consequence of religious clash betweeradherents of
traditional religion and those of Islam, Oduduwal dris people were
forced to flee Mecca travelling for 90 days passithgpugh Gobir in

Hausaland before reaching lle-Ife.

Although these two stories centred around a sipglsonage, it shows
that the events referred to took place at two dffié historical periods.

The story of migration is said to have taken placie 7th century A.D.,

while those referred to in the story of creatiorreeto have taken place
many centuries before the birth and death of Proptehammed, the

founder of the Islamic religion. It would therefaappear that the Yoruba
consist of two elements, those who had been liinngorubaland before

the 7th century A.D. and those who migrated therthat century under
the leadership of Oduduwa. However, as the twaest@onverge on lle-
Ife, the latter therefore takes a centre stagearulya history.

Scholars have revealed that lle-Ife was an imporearly centre of
Yoruba civilisation. It has been revealed thate¢heere 13 mini-states in
the lle-Ife area before the advent of Oduduwa asdgloup. A priest-
king with semi-divine characteristics headed eakcthese villages. The
13 mini-states were organised as a confederacyru@batala, but each
ruler of a mini-state had semi-autonomous statdsidOwa came into the
scene at a time of crisis. He became the leadérechnti-Obatala group,
which seized power from Obatala. Having seized ppWaluduwa re-
organised the 13 mini-states into a kingdom and thegan a dynastic
period in lle-Ife. .Oduduwa's children and grantirien were said to
have spread the revolution at lle-Ife to other pat Yorubaland by
establishing kingdoms elsewhere. Thus, today, Olkiags) in
Yorubaland claim origin from lle-Ife where they ter authority to wear
beaded crown.

Archaeological research has confirmed the primady lle-Ife in

Yorubaland. It has been revealed that, indeedifdlavas the cradle of
Yoruba civilisation. Attention was first drawn toet ancient art works of
lle-Ife by Leo Frobenius, a German ethnographei940-1911. Since
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then, archaeological works by Thurstan Shaw anérosinchaeologists
have revealed brass objects, terracotta and brbeagls, which are
naturalistic in form. Other findings include carvéidures, monoliths,
stools in granite and quartz. A unique examplef@fartistic work is the
"OpaOranyan" a six-metre high granite column belieto have marked
the grave of Oranmiyan, regarded in Yoruba Orabhysas the youngest
son of Oduduwa.

All the archaeological discoveries show the higbdyphisticated Yoruba
artistic work and the high standard of ancient Yarwivilisation, which
has been found to be favourably comparable to tedsacient Egypt,
classical Greece, Rome and Europe during the Reamaus.

15.2.3 Nok

Unlike the Hausa and Yoruba discussed above, thke ®dture is

unveiled by the archaeological excavations andufdaliscoveries at the
Nok village near Kafanchan in the Jos Plateau aréa@nding to Abuja,
Niger State, and all of the Middle Belt zones of&lia from KatsinaAla,
south of Benue River to Kagara, 160km west of KaduBtate.

Altogether, it covers an area of some 480km lond &460km wide

(76,800 sq. km).

It is said to represent one of the earliest cutiirethe Nigerian region
and dates back to some 2,000 years, approximataty &bout 900 B.C.
and reached its peak at about 200 A.D. The culbgeame known

through excavated terracotta sculptures, stoolstoamhd jewellery.

According to Flint, "these show that the Nok peoblélt a society of

considerable complexity, in which specialist craftal wealth had made
their appearance. Beads of tin and quartz were faetuwed for

adornment, and all artistic activities had reacledhigh level of

attainment”. Flint further notes the religious giigance of the Nok

sculptures and the light they shed on the dailwitiets of the people,

their agricultural, artistic craftsmanship that limed iron smelting.

Particularly noteworthy was the fact that the adtwas very familiar

with iron tools hundreds of years before Christlyimg that it may have

been both economically and militarily dominant,ngsiron weapons.

Nok culture was discovered through tin mining oe flos Plateau and
environs. Many of the archaeological findings irstarea show that the
Nok people grew crops such as maize, millet, gugwea and root crops.
It is believed that they first used simple toolst bs they advanced later,
they used iron tools. It is also believed that thept cattle and other
grassland domestic animals. Agriculture, animakinga and iron ore

smelting were their main occupations.

They were found to have used ornaments made fradsband smooth
stones. The Nok culture achieved a level of mdtelevelopment not
represented in the West African sub-region for Ilyei000 years. Their
terracotta sculpture, abstractly stylised and gedma conception, is
admired both for its artistic expression and foe thigh technical
standards of its production.

Several features of the Nok culture, particulattydrt, are found in later
cultures elsewhere in West Africa. It is difficulbt to believe that the
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Nok culture, as we know it, presents the ancestoak from which much
of the sculptural tradition of West Africa derivéRhere were certainly
many similarities between the Nok and the Ife arts.

15.2.4 Benin

The word Benin (Bini) was used broadly to cover ¢hgital city and to
describe the kingdom, the language and the peBplein embraced both
the Edo-speaking people or the Bini proper andgelaon-Edo-speaking
population. Benin incorporated the Bini, Esan, Kukuw, Oria, Akoko,
Isoko, and Urhobo peoples.

There are various traditions of the origin of Benlmut two main
categories of the tradition can be distinguishdtesE are the Edo people
themselves and the dynasty. One tradition clainhed the Edo people
originated from Egypt and that the people stoppethe Sudan before
they arrived at the present site. Another versiah® legend claimed that
the Edo people had always lived in Benin and werscdndants of the
youngest son of Osanobua, the Supreme Being. Tinésseaid to have
come with a snail and some sand, which he spreaghcarea of water.
This gave him the piece of land he required whichaw called Benin.

The dynastic tradition refers to the period of thke of the Ogiso when
there were political crises. In response to theses;i the people
approached Oduduwa at lle-Ife who sent his soncBri@ranmiyan to
Benin. On reaching Benin, Oranmiyan married Erivgina Bini princess,
through whom he had a son, named Eweka. Traditichdr stated that
the struggle in Benin continued and Oranmiyan wighdfrom the place
in frustration and anger. He also called the pléedbinu (the land of
vexation) which was later converted to Ubini by Clbaedo and later
became transformed to Benin.

Another version tries to reconcile the origin of feople and that of the
dynasty and provided a comprehensive account. ffa@stion explains
that the Edo were descendants of Idu who was satthve been the
grandson of Oghene (God). Idu was also said to hesd at Uhe (Ife)
with his brother, Olukuni, but was expelled. Iduereafter proceeded to a
"land of peace and plenty" which in Idu languag¥lni. Thus, Ubini is
described as a "fertile and open land between adstrflowing waters".
Thus, there is some confusion regarding where theirB(Edo) people
came from, whether from Egypt, Ife, the sky or gneund. Controversy
continued to surround the traditions, but from alhilable evidence, it
seems clear that there were a people who lived énirB before an
invitation was sent to lle-Ife for advice on goaml/grnance.

15.2.5 Igbo-Ukwu

The Igbo cultural area includes all those areas"padple that speak the
various dialects of Igbo language and share typaad significant

common culture traits and patterns. Awka, Nri, llniand Owerri are in

the culture's centre, while Agbor and Ebu (westeNilgbo), and Enugu
Eziko, Afikpo and Azumimi and Ikwerre (east Igbaedn the culture

margin”. Our definition of this cultural area haken into consideration
linguistic, socio-political, economic, and relige(ritual) factors.
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One of the first to write on Igbo culture and itsgm was the Igbo ex-
slave, OlaudahEquaino (or GustavasVassa) who staghésat the Igbo
were the lost tribes of Israel who, like the Jepmctised circumcision,
confined their women for a specific period afterldtirth after which
they were purified, named their children after $fjpecevents and
experiences, and so on.

There had been no agreement among the Igbo-Ukwplg@e&m where
their ancestors came from. Some believe that they &ways lived
where they now are and did not come from anywhdse. eDOthers,
however; believe that their forefathers came frogyE, Israel, or some
other place. But by the 1930s, the myth of an orfgad been abandoned
in the absence of any useful evidence. ProfessbeRérmstrong turned
to linguistic research to show that the membershaf Kwa linguistic
sub-family started separating from the ancestm@algbetween 5,000 and
6,000 years ago. Yoruba, Edo and Idoma also belonlgis sub-group,
which is known to have existed for more than siougand years. There
is also the tradition that says that the Igbo fikstd in the area known as
the "Nri" complex and that later some of their fatbers moved away
from the complex to other areas. This view is ataldp to some
historians.

It is believed that the first settlement in Igbalamas located in the Nri-
Awka-Orlu region. Here, the Igbo were engaged int fgathering and
hunting. Later, they proceeded to search for widpace. Disputes
amongst them also led to their dispersion. In these of migration, the
Igbo ensured that contacts were maintained. Variellages also
amalgamated informally to form confederations andiérk out common
lines of defence and other cooperative ventures.

Nri civilisation was believed to have prosperedhirabout the 9th to the
16th centuries A.D. The bronzes excavated in the-lgkwu area were
of excellent quality and date back to the 9th cgntDuring this period,

the Nri were greatly respected and acknowledgedspesial people,
revered as priests and advisers. Based on excavatidgbo-Ukwu,

Professor Thurstan Shaw also revealed that ap#ried, Igboland was
already engaged in long- and short-range exchahdmiginesses. The
former brought in such items as horses, bronzecamklian beads from
markets in the Sudan and beyond.

Nri was also filled with rituals and religious agties. It also became the
centre of a cult connected with the installatiorCbiiefs, purification and
title making. This is the explanation for the s¢utps now found at Igbo-
Ukwu, located in the heartland of Nri.

In the south-east, both iron and brass workingheda very high pitch
of excellence by the 9th century A.D. as the IghdavU excavations
show clearly. Igbo civilisation seemed to have nibiee Awka, Nkwerre,
and Abiriba. Blacksmith experts made a living ageitant smiths.
According to Isichei, "Awka obtained their iron foAgulu-Umana in
the Udi area" and the people in the Awka regioretied as blacksmiths.
Iron also enabled them to control the woods anestsrby the use of new
and stronger tools made of iron. The result of t@selopment was that
blacksmiths and master craftsmen dominated thealsggolitical and
economic life of Igboland during this phase of Idghstory.
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Study Session Summary

discussed about the culture and civilisation ofdxi@ns

@ In this study session, we narrated the history of hNageWe alsc

Summary
Assessment
@ SAQ 15.1 (testinclearning outcomes 15.1)
Write short note on the history of Niger
Assessment

SAQ 15.2 (testing learning outcomes 15.
Discuss the culture and civilisation of Nigeria

Reading
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Note on Self-Assessment Question
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SAQ1.1

Africa is the second largest continent in the wolds next in size and
population to Asia, and more than three times ke sf the United

With 54 independent countries (more countries thidser regions of the
world), Africa is extraordinarily diverse. Africaupports approximately
12 percent of the world’s population, with over #illion people.

The people are of different ethnic groups. Theyakpbundreds of
languages and practise three main religions, nantralgitional religion,
Christianity and Islam.

SAQ 1.2

The environment had influenced the people’s waljffefas they

struggled to adapt. Majority of the population warel are still

farmers and herders. Their survival is thus tiedthe land.

Indeed, majority of Africans are farmers, growingpd crops
including sorghum, millet, yams, bananas, maize atiker

cereals in the savannah and forest regions. Herlilnegtock

such as cattle, goats and camels is the majoiHo@d in the

drier savannah areas and in semi-arid regions tlike Sahel.
Hunting and gathering, now almost extinct, is gtilactised in
two of Africa’s most challenging ecological regions

These three occupations are primarily based onistebse

economy thus the farmers, herders and huntersgémh are
directly dependent on the land for survival.

Africa is a region of great extremes. It contaimsns of the

earth’s driest land, and some of its wettest. & Hae world’s

longest river the River Nile, the largest desdrg Sahara; and
endowed with abundant natural resources. It isntbet central
continent in the world, with most of its land masghe tropics.

In terms of vegetation, it is divided into the fsregrassland,
savannah and the desert zones. The topographyeofetfion

facilitate easy movement of man from one zone ® dther

except the forest zone where thick forest, entangigetation and
lianas impede movement over a wide area. As inglicabove,

the continent is also watered by different riversl sstreams.



Study Session 15Nigeria

These not only serve as sources of drinking wdttet,also as
means of transportation and communication. Sucadrsiinclude
Rivers Niger and Benue, among others.
The African rain forest forms one of the largeeptcal forests in
the world, stretching with only a few gaps from \Wédrica
through the DR Congo. The area receives about @0irain per
year and has an average temperature above 80nkeftre
Africa has three major river basins. The Nile Riremortheast
Africa starts from two sources, the Blue Nile i thighlands of
Ethiopia and the White Nile in the Great Lakes oagi
SAQ 2.1
According to the book of Genesis, God created tbddvand
all the things there in six days. He rested ondbeenth day
Man happened to be the last to be created onxiteday. The
first set of human beings, Adam and Eve, were eceand
placed in the Garden of Eden.
church-influenced scientists explaining the originthe fossils
advanced two theories.
Deluvial Theory
The first was the Deluvial Theory. The theory eneergrom
the biblical story of the great deluge in the dafsNoah. The
exponents maintained that all creatures, excesetisaved by
Noah at God’'s command, had perished during thet diead
that destroyed the world. The fossils that had kdiscovered
were therefore the remains of those who had petishehe
flood and buried under the debris that coveredetith after
the water had subsided.
Catastrophic Theory
The second theory was the Catastrophic Theory. taery
was advanced when different fossils of animals weusnd in
successive geological strata, which indicated thatanimals
must have lived at different geological periodsrdaGeorge

Cuvier, a French palaeontologist, who explained thare had
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been successive creations and catastrophies, prdeduthe
theory. He opined that God’s first creation coresisbf marine
creatures; the second consisted of reptiles and thivel,
mammals. All these were destroyed successively. foheh
creation was also destroyed with the exception oatNand
those in his Ark. Thus, according to this theorgsdils of
human beings could only be found around the vatieyhe
Euphrates where the Garden of Eden was locatednduede
Noah had placed his Ark. The theory infers that no
contemporary fossil of the remains of different gpse of

animal or man could be found in situ.

SAQ 2.2

He discovered a piece of jaw-bone at Kanam orstioees of Kavirondo
Gulf in Lake Victoria. He claimed that the jaw héghtures of Homo
sapiens and he named it Homo kanamensis. He retjirds ancestor to
Homosapiens. His claims were not, however, takeiowdy by fellow

scientists until about four years later when simg&ull bones were
discovered at Swancombe in Germany in 1933 andhSBagland in

1935.

In 1959, Leakey discovered at the Olduvai Gorgedrthern Tanzania in
East Africa, a skull that he named Zinjanthropusrfrof zinj) popularly
known as the “Nutcracker Man” because of its hugdamteeth. This
finding was publicised as Australopithecus (Zinfeopus) boisei. Along
with this discovery were stone tools and bonesxtohet animals. Leakey
at first believed that Zinjanthropus was the maifethe tools. However
at Bed | of the Gorge (and at a slightly lower Igvee found fossil
remains of a skull different from that of Australinecus Zinjanthropus
and slightly bigger than that of Australopithecufidanus. The hand
bones were closer to modern man and the foot itefica habitually
upright walking man. Leakey claims that it belongshe genus of Homo
and he called it Homo Habilis. He concluded thatrgbabilis was the
tool maker.

In 1962, Leakey discovered another form of hombetbnging to neither
Australopithecus nor Homo habilis. He named it gldbmo erectus. At
this time, Leakey's discoveries at Bed Il of ther@ohad proved that
three contemporary co-developing lines of hominidletion existed in

the Olduvai Gorge. These are (1) proto-Homo ered¢agling to Homo

erectus (2) Homo habilis leading to Homo sapiensA(®stralopithecus

leading to extinction. In 1967, his finding was faariticated by the
discovery of the fossils of co-existing Homo Habaind Australopithecus
north of Lake Rudolf by an international expeditiohscientists from

France, the US, Kenya and Ethiopia.
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In addition to these finds, Leakey was able to shmyvmeans of
potassium/argon dating method that the Olduvai ralpithecines go
back to the lower Pleistocene period about 1.7ianilyears. He deduced
from a combination of evidence from Olduvai and Blfidliscoveries
that man had already existed in Africa 2.6 millipears ago. He also
found at a site (Koobifora) east of Lake Rudolftthithis period, man in
Africa had been associated with stone tools. Siheee was no evidence
of any earlier tool using hominid elsewhere, maririca was therefore
regarded as the earliest tool maker in the world.

Another major concern of Leakey was to prove thammid not evolve in

a lineal form from Ape. In 1915, Sir Arthur Keittadh said, “The gorilla

of today is not a human ancestor, but retains, wp@ase, in much higher
degree than man does, the stock from which botlsedrdKeith had

suggested that the point where the Ape family dedHominid family

separated from the common ancestor might be fountheé Miocene

period.

Leakey's investigation In the Miocene beds (datée28 million years)

of Rusinga Island, in Lake Victoria revealed thafoasil Proconsul,
which had already evolved in ape form existed dige side with

KenyapithecusAfricanus, that had also already eadlin the Hominid

form. Thus, Leakey had proved, by his work in Essd Central Africa,
that a separation of the “pongidae” (apes) from“theminidae” (men)

had already taken place in Africa in the Miocendqek He posited that
the point of separation would have to be soughearlier Oligocene
periods in the Fayoum region of Egypt. His reseaschonsequently
confirm Darwin’s view that Africa was probably thathplace (origin) of
man.

SAQ3.1

The Early Stone Age

The characteristic tools of the early Stone Age stmme pebbles,
flakes, hand axes. As a result of variation andecdkht levels of

development, three cultural types have been idedtih this period.

The first is the Oldowarz Culture. This is chardstd by “pebble

tools” and it is associated with Olduvai Gorge vehdre tools were
first discovered. It is believed that these typéstone tools were
used in the earliest period throughout the worlae Tools have been
associated with Homo erectus. Potassium or argdesd&om

Olduvai Gorge showed that the Oldowan culture nhaste lasted
from 2,000,000 years to about 500,000 years. Thongkis the

Acheullian Culture, which derived its name fromA8heul in France
where it was first sited. The characteristic tomte handaxe, round
stone balls and cleaver. Tools associated with dhigire are more

refined than those of the Oldowan Culture. Handaxes found
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throughout Africa. Prominent examples are Nok aral Wbro dated
500,000-55,000 years in the plateaux area of Nagdite third is the
Sangoara Culture, which takes its name from Saraoib Lake
Victoria in present-day Uganda. The tools are hevaamd cruder than
those of the Oldowan and Acheulian Cultures.

The Middle Stone Age

Stone tools used at this period are small, vemiyitrimmed, flat and
thin. They are shaped like leaves or spear headsimber of other
small tools like flake tools such as chisels anades (long
rectangular flakes) also existed. Like in the edBtpne Age, a
number of cultures are identified in this cultuldese include the
Lupemban in Congo and North Central Africa, thell Siay in
southern Central Africa and Petersburg in Southicafr Cave
dwelling seems to be a general feature of the Midsiione Age.
Tools were grafted unto sticks as handles to mp&ars.

The Late Stone Age

This is the age before the coming of agriculturé domestication of
animals. Typical tools of this period are micrdith very small flake
tools sharp on one edge and blunt on the othemfbes are found in
Congo, North-Central Africa, East and South Adias ldated 5,000-
6,000 B.C. Piominent examples of the survivalsheflate Stone Age
today are the Khoisan peoples of Kalahari Desegt asf South
Africa.

Dwelling places at this period were rock shelteesje mouths, open
sites beside rivers or springs. Hunting and gatigerivere
predominant as modes of life. Hunting seemed texmtusively the
work of men, while gathering was the responsibitifythe women.
Hunting weapons were bows and arrows. ExamplestafieSAge
sites arc common in Africa, especially in Nigerihese include:
Mejiro cave near Old Oyo, Rop Rock shelter on e Blateau, Iwo
Eleru near Akure (in Ondo State), the Wilton stanéture typified
by the Gwisho camp near Kafue river in Zambia.

The late Stone Age people developed the technighibsinting and
gathering to a high level of expertise. Much of knowledge of this

people comes from extensive archaeological reseaarid
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anthropological studies, but even more importans Wee dramatic
and vivid evidence left behind in the paintings angravings by the
people themselves on the rock wall of their cavebshelters. These
paintings, usually in red, yellow, orange, and wh¢vealed scenes
of living creatures - animal and humans. Many adnthportrayed
events such as hunting, fishing and dancing, wdthers appeared to
have been inspired by religious beliefs about lifeath and the spirit
world.

Careful studies of the animal bones and stone aatefrecovered
have revealed much about the hunting habit of #te Stone Age
man. In the savannah area, he hunted a wide rdray@roals - large
and small. His weapon consisted mainly of specialyaped
microliths glued or bound to wooden shaft to fornultirbarbed
spears and poisoned arrows. The poisoned arrovarigebandy in
eventually wearing down, even the large animald sag antelopes
and buffalos that inhabited the extensive plainsAéica. In the
densely wooded regions, snares, traps, pits, spedraxes of Middle
Stone Age style were used. The hunted animals ieappheat for
their diet, bones for tools or ornaments, skinsdimthing, shelter,
leather gathering bags, water jugs and stringshtorting and for
carrying babies.

Apart from hunting, gathering was also very impottéo the late
Stone Age man. Recent studies show that gathecicguated for up
to three quarters of the normal daily diet. Womdrowsed digging
sticks and carrying leather bags probably did gatbe They
collected a variety of small and large nuts, fruédible roots and
tubers, termites, locusts and other edible insects.

For those who lived near big rivers, fishing, asesded by
excavations at Ishango on Lake Albert (later callete Mobutu)
and Beringo on Lake Turkana in Congo, developeddoome a
major pre-occupation and source of protein. Aquatiimals were
caught by the use of bone-hooks, tidal traps, hasked nets.
Available evidence shows that the most thriving flmurishing
communities of the period were located around @dked and rivers of

the now dry southern regions of Sahara DesertitBtibuld be noted
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that the Sahara has not always been a desertaAfratimate has
witnessed considerable variations over the pafi0POyears. The
period 9,000-3,000 BC was a major wet period fer 8ahara. The
vegetation was savannah grassland and woodland hicalg
numerous and sizeable rivers and streams. There also many
lakes and Lake Chad at the peak of the wet phag@dd B.C. rose
to cover a huge area, many times its present size.
SAQ4.1

The last phase of the Stone Age witnessed radiahtion in the mode
of production and of living of the early man. Thieage is referred to as
the Neolithic Age, which means the new Stone Ageislso called
because of the change in stone tools that occuiueithg the period.
There merged a series of much more sophisticate@ sbols which were
ground, well polished in place of chipped or flakeshes that
characterised the pre-Neolithic era. The revolutfat occurred included
that of food production - the domestication of pdaand animals. It was
characterised by the change from food gatherindotml production,
namely, the cultivation of crops and the domesticabf animals. Crop
cultivation probably began with the gathering adigs and the awareness
of the need to leave some seeds behind for thewimly year's crop.
Hoeing and ploughing also followed.

At the same time, cereals such as barley and wherat cultivated. That
the Sahara shared in this domestication of plants animals at this
period is demonstrated by the rock painting, whiehtured herding,
milking and other forms of social life (Bovidiangiaral style). Examples
of areas characterised by this type of cultivatimre Tassili in Central
Sahara, Fezzan, Ennedi and traces in Algeria.

Apart from the Middle East, south-east Asia was tla@o centre of
diffusion. Certain root and tree crops such as yawey sugarcane,
banana, and coconut were said to have spread tcAE&s from south-
east Asia.

It is also argued that root crops and plants siglyans, all sorts of
gourds and calabashes; oil and raffia palms weneedticated locally in

the forest regions of Africa. The process begah it discovery by the
hunters and gatherers as well as the fishermen intebited this area
that certain roots, fruits and trees could growiragiathe same spot when
planted.

SAQ 5.1

The Neolithic Revolution transformed many peoplé'sm food
collectors to food producers by means of the docssin of plants
and animals. The domestication of plants and thactjpe of

agriculture especially, had important repercussiooth for culture
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and for the environment and, indeed, for man angl hlbman
generation.

It radically changed man's mode of getting his foddan’'s

dependence on hunting, fishing and gathering wildd gave way to
crop raising and domestication of animals (stoclkpikeg). This

meant that produce from agriculture could suppat higher

population densities than their hunting and gatigeiGounterparts.
Besides, people who practised agriculture prefetcedtay in one
place to tend their crops rather than roam abowe@rch of wild
animals and vegetables.

Food production therefore made sedentary life ptesssMan was no
longer a scavenger or a forager for food. He nagdorwandered
about for food or changed his abode in responsecwogical

changes. He could produce, store and preservetfiadadould last for
a season. More importantly, man’s capability fomteolling his

environment was increased. Food production alsthdurled to

division of labour, social stratification and cheang social and
political organisations. People could devote tinee Specialised
pursuits like pot-making, basketry production ofawens and many
other occupations. The agricultural economy intogdliduring the
period of the Neolithic Revolution not only resdten greater
cultural elaboration, it also had a greater effeat the natural
environment than was the case with the huntinggaidering mode
of existence. In areas of cultivation, the natwabetation was
replaced not only by crops, but also by weeds. &ogieties which
practised irrigation, also affected the environmeyptchanging the
courses of waterways.

SAQ 5.2

Iron technology started in south-west Asia, speally in eastern
Anatolia about 1500 B.C. From here, it spread tatiNéfrica through

the Phoenicians who established colonies alondvibditerranean coast.
A prominent example of such colonies was Carthalgee diffusion

southwards from North Africa was accelerated in Title century B.C.

when the iron using Assyrians invaded and conquEgpgt. Following

the conquest of Egypt, the Assyrians introduced-working technique
to Nubia, which had large deposit of iron ore arabd for fuel. Hence,
Nubia became a major centre of iron working.
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From Nubia, particularly Meroe, iron technology egml southwards
along the Nile Valley to the Great Lakes by abdad B.C.. By 200 B.C.,
it had reached the east coast of East Africa. Ritwmarea of the Great
Lakes, iron-working technology spread southwards Gentral and
southern Africa reaching the Transvaal area ab6QtAL.D. Also, from
Meroe, the knowledge of iron working spread in a&st@dy direction to
the Lake Chad region and hence southwards to thet&al forest.

It has also been suggested by Graham Connah tratworking was
introduced to West Africa from North Africa. Ironanking technique in
the Nok Culture area of Nigeria must have beenodhiced from
Carthage by about 250 B.C.

SAQ 6.1

Bantu is a linguistic term used to refer to thekeégkinned Negroes found
south of a line drawn from Northern Cameroon totBeun Somalia. It is
a linguistic term applied to a host of languaged dialects spoken by
dark-skinned Negroes throughout Central and sontA&ica, south of a
line running from the Atlantic Coast (about 5°NYy@ss to Uganda and
then south-eastwards to the India Ocean.

Many theories have been advanced to explain tiggnaof the Bantu. For
many years, it was believed that the parent languabe proto-Bantu -
developed north of the area of the Great Lakesthatlthe languages
themselves formed an autonomous linguistic famitpwever, recent

researches have led to a change in this view Fstarice, Joseph
Greenberg, a linguist, has postulated that the \Bdoes not form an
autonomous language family; rather it was one efdtbgroups of the
Niger-Congo family of languages spoken in the Sualath West Africa.

According to this view, the Bantu language dispgrsea south-eastern
direction from its nuclear area - south-east of mme-Benue area of
Nigeria. It is therefore suggested here that theestiors of the Bantu (the
speakers of the ancestral language called prottuBamust have

originated from the region between the Benue amelligeria and the

Cameroons, namely, the Benue-Cameroon border.

However, a more recent view held by Guthric, anotimguist, suggests
that though the Bantu speakers might have origih&iem the Benue

area of Nigeria, the main expansion of the Bantk folace in the centre
of Africa. Linguists have suggested that the spiatie Bantu language
over wide areas in Africa was associated with pajmh movement.

They suggested that the migration of the Bantulggeabegan in Nigeria
somewhere around the Jos Plateau area. They nidietieto Cameroon

and Gabon. They spread gradually eastwards to obitie forest. They
penetrated the forest southwards through the Ri@engo. Their

movement in Central and southern Africa must hasenbfaster than in
the Cameroon. Gabon area. This is because thedgaguassociated with
the Bantu in these areas were more closely reldtad those in the
Cameroon-Gabon area. However, it is now known timatinitial spread

of the early Bantu speakers was small in numbeook the form of new

omission areas and gradual absorption of local conities through

inter-marriages for a long period.
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They do provide, however, some information on thmcupation and
social organisation. It is said that in the protaaBi area, the Bantu were
fishermen, hunters and agriculturists. They usetbes, nets and fish-
hooks. They also hunted big and small animals. fiayted yams, palm
trees and sorghums. They crushed their grains flote, which they
prepared and ate as porridge. They made potteey lark cloth to cover
themselves. They were also said to have known howdave raffia
fibores on a wide loom. They bred animals like goatseeep and some
cattle. They did not take their cattle with thementthey migrated.

Their social organisation was based on kinshipyd@ohy was practised.
A council of elders under a headman called ‘leadgVerned their

settlement or village. It is said that the ancédBantu feared witches.
They recognised and employed the services of celigspecialists such
as diviners and medicinemen. They probably belignedatural spirits

and the power of the ancestors.

Indeed, Murdock had suggested from his analysiéngtiistic evidence
that the Bantu expansion had begun as one of tvements of pre-lron
Age fishermen and cultivators, who later acquitesl knowledge of iron
working.

SAQ 7.1

Egypt was located at a point north-east of Afridaere it was open to
external influences from Asia, where the food pigun and early
technological revolution took place. By 5,000 B.@nmigrants from

south-west Asia had introduced food production négples to Egypt. The
first of these were the Tasians and Badarians wingeohdown the flood
plains into the Nile Valley where they lived in fified villages such as
El-Amra and Nagada. Hitherto, the Paleolithic hustead avoided the
Nile Valley and Delta, which were jungle swamps.tWhe cultivation

of cereals and domestication of animals, settladnoonities (one of the
indices of civilisation) began to emerge.

By 5,000 B.C., the population of Egypt estimatedé¢oless than 20,000
had by 3,500 B.C., risen to 3 million. The growth population was
concomitant with the specialisation and improvemerthe culture of the
people. Farming communities grew into villages aitidges into towns
with elaborate political organisation. Apart fromowiding silts for soil
rejuvenation, the Nile provided a line of commutima for the
Egyptians.

Also, Egypt developed an elaborate system of mwyaat the head of
which was a divine king called Pharaoh. In theayhiad absolute power
of life and death over his subjects. Officials,egts, and army officers
surrounded him. The kingdom was divided into 4Qaladistricts, each
supervised by a governor appointed by the PharAobureaucracy of
well-educated civil servants such as scribes, tallectors and other
officials carried on the day-to-day administratidrhe Pharaohs were
able to maintain strong control because their jwosds divine kings gave
them power and authority.

Besides, Egypt developed one of the oldest formsvriting, namely,
Hieroglyphics, which was a unique combination afties and sounds.
In the same vein, Egyptians developed the artrigfation, mathematics
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and astronomy. They studied the moon and the starsrder to
understand the seasons and calculate the timintheofflood. In the
process, they developed the first twelve-monthraide of 365 days as
well as the Nilornetre for recording the rise aalll &f the Nile and water
clock for measuring the time of the day.

In the sphere of religion, Egyptians believed imgngods. Each god had
its shrine and temple. For example, Ra (the suf god Amun (the god
of the wind) had separate shrines. Other gods vedsged to the worship
of animals such as the hawk, crocodile, snakeljankdl. Egyptians also
believed. In life after death. The bodies of thealthey were mummified,
that is wrapped in linen cloth and placed in torfibed with personal
possessions of food and drinks considered as ggawvds. Worthy of
mention too is the fact that the Pharaohs wereebdun pyramids.

Egyptians had high standard of architecture. Tras wanifested in the
building of pyramids. According to Herodotus, threaest of these was
the pyramid of Gizeh which was 48ft high and caesisof about

2,000,300 stone blocks of an average weight of @#s tcosting the

labour of about 100,000 people for 20 years. ThgpEgns were stone
builders; they built their temples, statutes andhpyds with stones

Economically, in the early Dynastic Period, Egypadhestablished
extensive trade links with the outside world. liponted silver from the

Aegen Islands Obsidian from Ethiopia, gold and evgpm the Red Sea
hills. Hence, while it could be said that agricuitwas the pillar of the
Egyptian economy, trade was one of the superstestuEgyptian

influence spread through the Nile Valley region. they found their

expansion towards Asia threatened by the Hittiies, Egyptians turned
attention southwards. Their colonies grew along\the Valley

Majority of Egyptian were peasant farmers who pamtl agricultural

surplus on which the wealth, power and fame of Egpivilisation was

built. The peasants lived in small mud houses aadteead, onions and
fish. Their main crops were wheat barley and flalxey also grew figs
and grapes. They kept cattle, goats, geese an@cwitd birds. They

harvested large surplus from their crops, but thesse taken by
Pharaohs’ tax-masters leaving them with just endodgieed themselves.
Peasant farmers were heavily taxed.

The first foreign invasion of Egypt occurred in D6B.C., when the
Hyksos invaded the Delta from western Asia, usimgnbe weapons
superior to the copper types used by the Egyptizhsy rode horse-
drawn chariots, but were later driven out by theefidan kings (1570-
1085 B.C). However, after 1100 B.C., the empire \a#tacked from
across the desert in the west and in the Meditearann the north. By
1050 B.C., Persia and Nubia had broken free. Tfadl®ewed invasions
from Nubia, Assyria and Persia.

In 666 B.C., Egypt was invaded by the Assyrianspsehculture included
iron metallurgy. Its capital was sacked and it Waspoiled of its wealth
and magnificence. After this invasion, Pharaonig/@gwas never to
recover its earlier grandeur. Today, what remaihthat great African
culture or civilisation are, the archaeologicala®l Egypt's most lasting
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influence, can be seen from the successor-civtisavhich emerged to
the south-east, up the Nile Valley and around lttrénl of Africa.

SAQ 8.1

The kingdom of Kush emerged after the decline offglt spread over
present-day Republic of Sudan and lay to the sdiike Egypt, Kush
depended on River Nile for its life.

From about 2000 B.C., the Nile Valley up to the @itaract was under
Egyptian influence. However, with the decline ofyggas from about
1100 B.C., its political control of Nubia (NortherBudan) became
tenuous. Thereafter, the local rulers of Nubiatbaiikingdom known as
Kush. Kush seized the opportunity of the decline dssert its

independence. In 700 B.C., the Kushite king calkakhta rebelled

against Egyptian authority and declared Kush aepeddent kingdom.
The Kushite kings established the 25th dynasty gypE Taharga,

Piankhy's son and successor ruled at a time when Absyrians

threatened Egypt. The Kushites were finally oudtedh Egypt in the

reign of his successor, Tanwetamani. Having besadlyi flushed out of

Egypt, the Kushite kings returned to Napata, tlagicient capital, as
kings of Upper and Lower Egypt. Their kingdom exted as far south as
Sennar and as far north as Kalabsha in EgyptianaNidihe kingdom of

Kush was ruled from Napata until the 6th centur@ B.

Kush'’s capital was transferred to Meroe. Meroedathe northern end of
the tropical rainfall belt. It had great expanselasfd under cultivation
during the rainy season. It stands within the negibannual rainfall - the
broad valleys of the Butana, the WadiAwateib anel WadiHawad -
which produced an abundance of crops and pastureafimals
(advantages lacking in the Napata region) to sugourban civilisation.

Furthermore, Meroe lay on a trade route along tiverRAtbara into the

Abyssinian hills and thence to India. The city vilasrefore well placed
for trade being located on a navigable stretchvarrat the end of easy
caravan routes from the Red Sea.

Besides, Meroe was a centre of iron mining. Theas an abundance of
iron ore as well as timber for iron smelting andsivery significant that
iron technology in Kush (as in Egypt) dates frortemlathis time. The
production of iron weapons there greatly contridute the military
superiority of Kush over its neighbours and enaliti¢d control the trade
routes leading to Egypt and the Red Sea coast.thElée economic
advantages made Meroe more attractive as a cdpétal Napata. From
their capital at Meroe, the Kushites traded with preople of the Sudanic
belt of Africa, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Abyssiithiopian highlands).
Its export included ivory, slaves, animal skindriob feather, ebony and
gold.

The Kushites were the first African people to aehiea position of
importance, winning the respect of the early ceétl world. The
structure of the Kushite houses was essentiallycé&fr Their houses
consisted of open courtyards surrounded by a sefigsoms all open
into the courtyards and their huts were like eleed@eehives with arch
doorways.
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As former Egyptian colonial subjects, the Kushitesre culturally
influenced in Egypt. Their temples, which bore higions in Egyptian
hieroglyphics, were dedicated to the Egyptian gddeir kings led the
priestly lives of Egyptian Pharaohs and styled tbelwes as kings of
Upper and Lower Egypt. They inherited the idea ning monarchy
from Egypt. The office of the king was hereditamthe royal lineage. He
was selected after consulting the oracles. Aftengbpronounced king at
Meroe, he proceeded to Napata, the religious ddpitaoronation.

In spite of the Egyptian influences, the Kushitesaloped an indigenous
culture known as the Meroitic culture. A local lalage - the Meroitic
language came to replace Egyptian as the spokemn lemguage. They
also built pyramids, but these were distinct frdrose of Egypt. Theirs
were small, rectangular in size and shape andvieey flat-topped.

Economically, Meroe was distinct from Egypt. Theomemy was not

based primarily on irrigation as in Egypt. The peopf Meroe received

rains in the summer and could grow crops extengifegl away from the

valleys. As a result, their population spread owvgfe areas. They lived
in small rural villages ruled by chiefs and familgads. They were less
politically controlled than their Egyptian countarts who lived in the

flood plains of the Nile. They paid taxes in forrh annual dues. The
herdsmen were semi-nomadic, less controlled bycémral government

provided they paid dues in livestock.

The rulers, government officials and craftsmendiue towns. Although

the ruler was theoretically absolute, an unpopulkar could be removed.
The king derived wealth from the control of traB&ports came from the
products of mining and hunting. The king controltedse.

Iron smelting was their principal industry Farmitapls and weapons
were made from the availability of iron implemer8sldiers, hunters and
farmers used superior iron tools and weapons. sigeificant that iron
was responsible for the growth and wealth of timgéom.

Herodotus, the Greek historian, who visited Egypt4B0 B.C., when

Meroe was flourishing, explained that Greek cultbmrrowed a great
deal from the culture of the Northern Nile Vallegpecially in the area
of religion. Many other ancient Greek intellectustsred this view. The
importance of Meroe for the history of Africa canbntherefore be

confined to its putative role as a centre for thusion of technological

ideas in the continent.

The kingdom of Meroe rose and expanded as fareaSélcond Cataract,
and in 23 B.C,, its army attacked Syrene, a boroen between it and
Roman ruled Egypt. A number of statues were takemyadncluding the

bronze head of Augustus, the Roman emperor. Thigsian, led to a
counter-attack by Roman soldiers who raided Memdaa as Napata,
causing destruction. Meroe, however, recovered uhdekaniani (12

B.C. - 12 A.D.) and the kingdom expanded from tli@dpian hills in the

south to the First Cataract in the north.

However, the kingdom collapsed after 300 AD. dueatmumber of
factors. The economy of the kingdom declined assalt of the over-
exploitation of land. Excessive felling of trees fael in the smelting
industries led to deforestation, erosion and |ds®m soil. The land lost
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its fertility and became unproductive agricultuyalis its trade was also
closely tied to the wealth of Egypt, a decline lie wealth of the latter
resulted in less demand for Meroe’s luxury goodsnsgquently, Meroe
lost its Red Sea trade to Axum (Ethiopia). Finally,c.350 A.D. an

Axumite army invaded the kingdom. Meroe fell andlged place to the
rising kingdom of Axum.

SAQ 9.1

Axum was another ancient African centre of civiliea. In its heydays, it
was known as the Axumite kingdom in the land nowedaEthiopia.
Axum was for a long time a rival of the kingdomMéroe. Iron-smelting
technology reached Axum at about the same timée e to Kush and
Egypt, about the 6th century B.C. However, the imsgeexpansion of
Axumite power was contemporaneous with the dedirderoe.

The kingdom of Axum covered an area, which was al3@0km by

160km. It was a rich agricultural kingdom. The @qganted included
wheat and other cereals. The people of Axum usedgpls drawn by
oxen to till their soil. They raised live stockshiah included sheep, cattle
and goat. They were also able to domesticate efephd.ike the

Kushites, they were artisans and craftsmen - biaiths, metal workers,
potters, builders and carvers. The kingdom was rased for commerce.
Axum has been described as the main commerciatecéetween the
Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean. Its hinterfanodided ivory, shells

and gold. Her major port was Adulis and this atedctraders from
Greece, Persia and India. Apart from the items ioeatl above, others
include olive oil from Italy, slaves, wine, cereand grape juice from

Egypt.

A projected Axumite alliance with the Roman ByzastEmpire in 531
A.D. with the objective of destroying the Persiannopoly of the silk
trade with Sri Lanka failed to materialise. But Axunaintained immense
commercial transactions with many other nationsnfitbie first century
onwards. Axumite commercial relations were obviguaided by the
kingdoms employment of three languages for comnatimo. These
were Ge'ez .(Ethiopic), Greek (also used occasipnat public
documents), and Sabaean, the language of the Yemen.

The kingdom of Axum was the first state in Afri@aibtroduce its own

coin. It minted its own gold, silver and coppernmiThe names of its
kings as well as motto were inscribed on their soifhe first king of

Axum to put coin into circulation was called Edyhisd this took place in
the second half of the 3rd century A.D.

Axum also had a great army with which it embarked impressive

military campaigns. For example, the king of Axunampaigned

northwards as far as the River Nile and underiitg Ezana it conquered
Meroe in 350 A.D. Southwards, it went as far asEti@opian mountains
and eastward across the Straits of Yemen.

In the early 4th century A.D., Axum became an ireafent Christian
kingdom, though its church acknowledged the genaudhority of the
monophysite patriarchs of Alexandria in Egypt. Huem before the
introduction of Christianity by the Greeks and Assys in the 4th
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century A.D., the people of Axum worshipped manggahat is, they

were polytheists. Such gods included Astar, VemasEeher, which was
known as the god of the earth. They also worshipgiedgod of war

called Mahrem. They also believed in life aftertied hey also engaged
in ancestral worship and the graves of their kiwgse regarded as holy
sites.

Very little is known about the political organisati of the Axumites.
However, we do know that divine kings ruled therhey believed that
their kingdom was entrusted to the kings by thesgddhe office of the
king was hereditary in the royal family. The kingtristed his relatives
or close relations with power and authority. Heretsed direct control in
the capital and its environs, while regional ruladsministered areas far
away from the capital. The Axumite regional rulpad tribute to the
kings, but this could be withheld whenever the dpvas weak and, ipso
facto, assert their independence. Therefore, thhorty of the king
depended on his ability to control the regionakersi militarily. Apart
from tributes, the king derived revenue from hisitcol of trade at the
port of Adulis where his officials charged taxesadhimported goods as
well as exports.

The people of Axum were reputed to be good in thefsstone building.

They built temples, houses, palaces and tombdé&r kings and wealthy
aristocrats. They were also literate and they dperl schools called
Geeds as well as a language called Ge’ez.

Unfortunately, the kingdom started to decline frma 6th century A.D.,

due to a number of factors, having reached thehheigits power in this

period. The decline was brought about by the Peisimquest of Yemen
and the Arab conquest of Egypt, which disrupted roence in the Red
Sea, By 700 A., its trade links with India and EastMediterranean had
been disconnected, At this period, groups of Axamitegan to migrate
into the Interior of Ethiopia mixing with the Indigous people, The
products of this admixture were the people of ArahBigre and Gojam
who were the nucleus of present day Ethiopia.

SAQ10.1

The outcome of the Arab settlement among the peaipthe East coast
of Africa was the emergence of the Swahili cult8eahili is a language
widely spoken along the coast of East Africa andniany parts of the
interior of East Africa. it is the official languagf Tanzania. The word
Swabhili is derived from the Arabic word “Sahil” n@ag “coast”. Thus,
Swahili literally means “the people of the coagtt.first, Swahili was an
unwritten language of daily use, while Arabic, thetten language, was
used in commercial transactions.

Between the 10th and the 14th centuries, Swahikrged as a distinct
culture with Islamic base along the East coast.ifdilater developed as
a written language using an Arabic script. It isrtlhomentioning that
during our period, the indigenous coastal Bantiufeohad their culture
largely influenced by Arabic civilisation. The Banbn the coast were
Islamised. The product of this new civilisation whe evolution of the
Swabhili culture and civilisation. Hence, the Swakihguage is a mixture
of Arabic and Bantu languages, which developed ftben13th century
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onward and today it has superseded Arabic as flwabfanguage of the

coastal communities. By the 16th century, folkrlitere had started to be
written in Swahili and there also emerged a homogsrurban centre or
culture on the coast with the inhabitants of theaimant coastal cities
living in luxury.

The Swabhili society was socially stratified, that there were social
disparities or inequalities. They were divided ithoee viz: first, there
existed a distinct and isolated elite, which wash rand enjoyed the
influence stemming from the discharge of traditiofanctions. This
included the Arabic and Swabhili ruling family, fexample, sultans and
members of their family, government officials anéalthy merchants.
The ruling class lived well, very wealthy, lived #hone ornate palaces,
etc. Second, there were other people outside tteeveho were rich and
whose wealth was derived from trading. Hence, belber merchants
were artisans, craftsmen, clerks, minor court @fec and captains of
ships. This class consisted of Africans with litde no claim to Arab
ancestry. The third class consisted of non-Musliawes drawn from the
mainland. The commoners, that is, the ordinary meenbers, formed the
majority and the main body of the Swahili peoplkisTgroup did most of
the work on the farms, estates, and industries.

The economy of Swahili was based primarily on faugnifishing,
gathering seafood and trading. Ordinary peopleietamon farming. Al-
Masudi lists some of the local crops grown as basamura, yams,
coconuts, and sugar cane. Coconut palm was an famoagricultural
item of the inhabitants of the East African islaardl coast. The trade of
the East African coast was profitable and it washihsis of the wealth of
the Swabhili people. It forms the bedrock of theiagb@nd cultural
development of the Swabhili society.

The Swabhili people had lucrative commercial corgasith the Arabs,
Persians and Indians. The effect of these tradimgacts and the wealth
derived from commerce was the transformation of dhiginally small
coastal settlements into large towns. Another irgrarresult of such
development was the appearance of an influent@liin the Swabhili
society, competing or struggling for power with tbél aristocracy,
whose sway and influence was based on the discloangerformance of
various kinds of traditional functions.

However, the consequences of the development arehdspf Islam
among the Swabhili was not only the constructiomosques, but also the
construction of stone buildings. The high levelltd development of the
Swabhili civilisation also seems to be indicated thg ceramic lamps,
found in excavations, which must have been usedidbting the dark
rooms and suggests that the inhabitants probabijpaged in reading,
writing, keeping accounts, and so forth. The funr@tconsisted of carpets
and mats and sometimes stools and luxurious betsdinwith ivory,
silver and gold. Cooking was done with local eamthare pots, which
were also used for other purposes by the poorogectif the community.

We do not know much about the traditional politicaistem of the
Swabhili people prior to the advent of Islam. Itherefore significant that
the East African Swahili towns were not only cestraf trade and

89



HDS101

90

African Civilisation from the earliest Times to 1500 AD

Islamisation, but also administrative centres. Theitals of the small
states were ruled by the local Muslim dynasties.

From the foregoing, it seems clear that the Eagtic&fi Swabhili
civilisation was the fruit of commercial developrelh was through the
stimulation of trade on a substantial scale thatStvahili people started
producing in greater dimensions than the level afdpction in the
traditional pre-Islamic society not only for locansumption but also for
sale and export.

The Swalhili civilisation, however, declined as aule of a combination
of factors. First the Zimba invasion caused comnside destruction of
Swabhili towns. Second, change in climatic conditiesulting in decrease
in rainfall caused decline in agriculture, declinanaritime trade, which
consequently stalled the development of the co&stais. The third and
most significant factor was Portuguese invasiothen17th century. The
constant attack on the coastal towns by Portuguessehips equipped
with  sophisticated weapons under the command of one
RuyRavascolLorenso proved invincible and formidaldlet only were the
coastal towns plundered and destroyed by the Rortey Zanzibar, the
most important Swabhili city-state was also defeated its large fleet of
light craft was captured. The East African marititregle never recovered
from Portuguese devastation.

SAQ 11.1

Great Zimbabwe was the name given to the ruinstarfies enclosures
abandoned more than 500 years ago by the ShondepebiCentral

Africa. The enclosures were built between 1200 56D A.D. It was the
capital of an early Shona State and a specimenhoh& culture and
civilisation. The word Zimbabwe means 'stone buigi. Great
Zimbabwe lies about 27km south-east of the modemntof Fort

Victoria in Zimbabwe. It is the most impressive marent of African

culture south of the Nile Valley. It covers moreth60 acres of land. It
consists of two complex dry stone buildings, whi€bropeans have
erroneously referred to as the Acropolis and thefdle. The first is a
series of enclosures on top of a hill, while theosel includes a large
number of buildings in a valley (about 1km awaynfrohe first). The

enclosures were built first on hilltops and laterthe valley. The valley
enclosure is 10m high and shows the finest statearmient Shona
masonry.

The great edifice was built either for the purpotdefence or to enhance
the mystery of the king's power. Many of the builgs were encircled by
massive circular walls (32ft high and 17ft thickiat maximum). The
wall is estimated to have incorporated 900,000 ayanite blocks. This
state rose from the building of population in treibesi-Limpopo region
between 100 and 150 A.D. This population build-uyed its origin to
the introduction and spread of crop cultivationgndstication of animals
and the development of metallurgy in this area. dderthe emergent
civilisation was a result of cultural diffusion angthe Shona peoples.
Another factor was the presence of alluvial golga$it in a broad belt
running from the Mazoe River in the Northeast tgdmal the Limpopo
River in the south-east. There was also the alluyiéd deposit in the
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tributaries of the River Zambesi. Great Zimbabves la few distances
south and east of this gold belt. Iron age peoptesipied the hill where
Great Zimbabwe was located for a while in the &sttary A.D. There is
therefore a possibility that Zimbabwe civilisatisras a product of gold
trade and iron technology. Great Zimbabwe's locatbm the south-
eastern edge of Zimbabwe plateau enabled it tseitihe plateau's rich
resources to develop and support a rich culture c@wifisation. The

plateau possessed wide upland and lowland grareagfar cattle, which
were important to the state's economy. It was d-watered fertile area
suitable for agriculture. Its forests supplied pyeof timber for building

and firewood. It also had plenty of games such laphants, which
supplied ivory. The location was ideal for trade.the head of the Sabi
River, Great Zimbabwe was located at a point witezeuld exploit long

distance trade between the gold fields of the wesptateau and the
Swabhili of the Sofala coast.

The wealth of Great Zimbabwe must have been derneed its location
on the long-distance trade route between the galdyzing reefs in the
region to its north and west and the Muslim tradmogt of Sofala on the
Indian Ocean. Great Zimbabwe was also a religioestre. The
inhabitants enclosed the hilltop which containesheared shrine with dry
stone walls. From the 13th century onwards, thgyrawed their building
methods and completed the great enclosures belevhith which was
probably their royal palace. The king lived in th®ne enclosures in
great luxury; surrounded by gold, copper ornamantsjewellery. He ate
in plates made in Persia and China. His courtiered| within the
enclosures too. In the capital also lived craftsmdie worked gold and
copper into jewelleries and forged imported irotoitools. Weaving was
done from locally grown cotton. In the provincegnadler stone
enclosures were built probably to house provinaiddrs. Thus, contrary
to some foreign authors, Zimbabwe did not owe figio to external
influence. By 1450, the resources of Great Zimbalsite had been
exhausted. The resources could not support thelgopy which was
about 11,000. Salt was in short supply. Trade ethifo the north towards
the Zambesi Valley. As a result of the above, tite was abandoned.
Most of its inhabitants quit the area either beeaiishas been over-
exploited or because of famine due to populatigriaston. Some of the
migrants moved to the Mazoe, a tributary to thenriZambesi, where
there was gold deposit. They formed the nucleusnoémpire known as
the NweneMutapa or Monomotapa.

SAQ 12.1

The founder of Monomotapa kingdom was a Rozwi chadfed Mutota.
In c.1445 A.D., he marched towards the Zambesi Rivbere he
established his kingdom. His appellation was Nwartapa - the master-
pillager - and this became his title and that &f $tuiccessors and also of
the kingdom which he founded. Mutota subjected mufstsouthern
Rhodesia to his political authority before his teiat 1450 A.D. His son,
Mutope who continued his father's conquest for \eyears, succeeded
him. Under him, the empire reached its height. Lkeeat Zimbabwe
Empire, the Nwenemutapa dynasty benefited fromgilel trade. The
Nwenemutapas controlled the alluvial gold suppkesl the northern
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section of the gold bearing mountains. They alsgme@d dominion over
the region south of the Zambesi River to the setudling the trading
ports on the Zambesi. The revenue they derived fi@de enhanced
their political power. Enjoying economic buoyancy home, the
Nwenemutapas were able to build a strong army, lwttiey employed
for territorial expansion. Tributes from conqueredates further
augmented Nwenemutapa's earning from trade.

The population of the empire was stratified intastacracy and the
peasants. Majority of the people were peasantsdiain the land. They
were also miners mining gold for the king and mersbef the
aristocracy. They were also engaged in militarywiser The empire
remained prosperous until the death of Mutope iB01A.D. At the
height of its power, the centre of the empire wiasly controlled by
Mutope. Thus, by 1480 A.D., Monomotapa Empire hadrbextended to
the Zambesi River from the Kariba Gorge to thedndDcean and some
areas of the coast, south of the Zambesi delta.

The centre of the kingdom also moved to the ndrtte leading city was
Ra Mutota, located on a tributary stream to the @en approximately
180km above Tete. The kingdom was organised intwipces, each
under the rule of an appointed governor, who wasllysa son or close
relative of the king. The territory nearest the dg&n town was
administered directly by the ruler and his centradeaucracy. The great
distances between the Monomotapa's court and thdyimyu
portion/district of the empire made it difficult toaintain authority. The
lack of ethnic homogeneity also caused the kingyraoblems. Even
before the death of Mutope, the empire had beglmeak apart.

The area of original habitation near Great Zimbabealed Guniuswa
was ruled after 1480 A.D., by a grandson of Mutdaned Changa, who
was quick to take advantage of the division witti@ empire to carve out
his own kingdom. Perhaps, encouraged by Arab tsa@ranga declared
the southern part independent and gave his nartieetoew kingdom of
Changamire. By the time the Portuguese became egdtblished at
Sofala, Monomotapa had lost to the Changamire onerhalf of the area
controlled by the first two rulers of the empire.

SAQ13.1

South Africa is the southern end of the Africantamnt, the southward
prolongation of an immense plateau, which stretahedhwards to the
Sahara. Although majority of the peoples of theaaspeak either the
Bantu or the Khoisan languages, South Africa isedting pot of races.
The intermingling of the Negro, the Bushmen andtéfubts over a
thousand or more years has created a variety oésiabtypes. However,
of the main groups of people in South Africa, thesBmen and the
Hottentots were the indigenous groups. The Banhichvconstituted the
third group, were an expanding group who latetesbtind dominated the
area.
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SAQ 13.2
The Bushmen

The Bushmen were among the early inhabitants otfSAdrica. They

lived in some parts of Botswana and South-westcAfrithe Kalahari
Desert and the northern parts of Namibia. In thia B6id 17th centuries,
they inhabited a much larger area. They were smalature (about 1.5m
in height and were a little taller than the pygmieghey had delicate
bone structure, light skin and they lacked body.hai

The Bushmen had no permanent village. Rather, tbeganised
themselves in small hunting bands under leaderswére elderly men.
A band was at most made up of few hundred peopléidfy close
relatives.

The Bushmen had very simple political and socialicstre, with no
formal system of government. Everyone was equd#héoother. That is,
no one had a feeling of subordination to the otl®rery successful
hunter shared his skills with the other memberghef group and the
feeling of unity within each group was very highitkih each group also,
decisions were taken through discussion amongét members.

The Bushmen were sub-divided into the followingugre: The Saan, who
lived in parts of the Namib Desert and in the maurg of Namaland.
They adopted the language and, to a large extemtrdigion, law and
customs of their immediate Hottentot Nama neighbotihe other groups
were the Heikum, Kung and Auen of the Kalahari. Sehevere smaller
groups who retained more of their own customs tharBaan. The colour
of their skin was light yellow.

The Bushmen were religious. They prayed to the navahthe stars; they
had rainmaking gods. In their social life, they &efery cheerful and
merry. They were fond of dancing. They had gre&istar talent. They
painted pictures of animals and men on the walkheif caves. Some of
them built temporary houses of grain. Before théh1&ntury, cattle-
rearing Hottentots had forced the Bushmen into ititerior areas of
South Africa.

The Hottentots

Closely related to the Bushmen, both in race amguage, were the
Hottentots. According to the linguist Joseph Gregghthe Hottentots
were probably of the same racial stock as the Beshand simply
developed differently due to better diet and défergene pools. Their
language was akin to each other and exhibited akveacial
characteristics in common. However, they differedyvconsiderably in
culture. Apart from a small group who lived alorg tcoast, subsisting
by fishing and gathering shell-fish (the strandpes whose kitchen
rubbish dumps of sea shells can still be seen athSifrican beaches),
the Hottentots were a pastoral people.

The Hottentots were slightly taller than the Bushmd&hey were
yellowish in complexion and of peppercorn hair, &tthile the Bushmen
were gatherers and hunters, the Hottentots weralynaiock-keepers.
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That is, they were herdsmen wandering from a waatet to another with
their cattle. They placed high value on their shaeg cattle, which were
their mainstay. They lived in more permanent cathps the Bushmen
and they had more varied skills. Like the Bushntaey practised no
agriculture, but had private property in cattle,iscthmade some to be
richer than the others.

The Hottentots were the result of a mixture of Buosh and Hamitic
races. The Hottentots moved southwards from thegimal home and
settled in the whole south-western part of AfriCaly a few Hottentots
now survive. In fact, the Hottentots were not salespread in South
Africa as the Bushmen. They were generally to hmdonear the coasts,
in South-west Africa, at the Cape itself and upehst coast at least as far
as the Transkei. Their relations with the Bushmenewften hostile. The
Bushmen resented the intrusion of Hottentots' eatth their hunting
grounds and retaliated by stealing the animalsilondk the herdsmen,
and the Hottentots in return tried to destroy theslBnen communities.
But sometimes, peaceful agreements were made ancdsionally
Bushmen bands lived in association with Hottentiohie group acting as
herdsmen and hunters.

The Hottentots smelted iron to make spears andvhgads. They made
wooden bowls, baskets and leather bags. Their &oef was milk. They
did catch animals with traps. Their women wereta@avith respect and
had an independent position within the group. Ha@wewhe basic
Hottentot political unit was the clan. This was matly a smaller unit
ruled by a Chiefwhose authority within the band wassiderable. It is
worth noting that conflicts between clans werelsgtby warfare. Such
conflicts invariably led to the creation of largmilitical units. The Chiefs
ruled purely by consent of the other clan heads ifitidere was a serious
disagreement, a group frequently broke up. Any tlead could always
break away, becoming an independent chief, andrthigtably happened
whenever the population of a group grew large.

The Bantu

The third of the earliest inhabitants of South édriwere the Bantu.
Significantly, the group of Bantu who settled inuBoAfrica belonged to
a branch of the Bantu peoples known as the SoutBantu. They had
much in common with the peoples of Monomotapa Eengind they
shared a common culture with one another. Theybeadivided into a
number of groups by reference to their languagasety, the Nguni,
Sotho, Herero and Ovambo.

The Nguni-speaking Bantu inhabited the fertile eaststal strip of South
Africa. They advanced farther southward than aigioBantu people in
South Africa. The languages of the Nguni group veer&ciently similar
for different peoples to understand one anothenghahere were some
important differences in vocabulary and dialectey were particularly in
close contact with the Bushmen and Hottentots arttédn used more of
the click sounds in their languages than othertsafiican Bantu.

The Sotho-speaking Bantu occupied the central gquatéom the
escarpment to the fringes of the Kalahari. Somé¢hefearliest of this
group to enter South Africa were the ethnic growp® are generally
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known as the Tswana (Bechuana). Their dialect @iffeslightly from the
others, and they lived on the western part of tatepu near the Kalahari
in the area now known as Tswanaland. The resteo§ttho group spread
into the Transvaal and the northern parts of mod¥ange Free State,
and are sometimes divided into northern and somt8etho.

To the west of the Kalahari, a third group, the éderand the Ovambo
occupied South-west Africa where they made much pesgress than the
other groups. Besides, the Namaqua Hottentots #&ed Bushmen

occupied most part of the country.

Significantly, all the South African Bantu, apartrh the Herero whose
way of life was very similar to the Hottentots, wemixed farmers.
Furthermore, they kept cattle, which were their nmized possession
and the essence of their existence. However, tHeg aractised
agriculture. As a result of this, they maintainedcim larger populations
on the same area of land than either the Hotteototee Bushmen and
lived in larger communities in more permanent dingh with less need
for frequent migration. Generally, their houses averound huts
sometimes built of mud with thatched roofs andaattve designs painted
ill-coloured clay on the walls, and sometimes sinpbven of grass.

The people were organised in ethnic groups, eachhath consisted of
one central clan. It might, however, contain memalfiesm other clans as
well. The Chief or head came from the central dad was the head of
the community in every sense. He had the finalisayl political matters
and the final judge in all legal disputes. He wis link between the
community and its ancestors, and took the lead linimaportant
ceremonies, controlling the activities of the ma&gis who summoned
rain and the witch doctors who detected personliygoi black magic
and communion with evil spirits. He was surroundsda number of
personal officers, called Indunas, to help him esddis commands. The
Indunas were chosen from families with no clainrdgalty so that they
would not be tempted to seize the throne.

The most important cultural institution of the dwaern Bantu was the
system of initiation to manhood. For when a boyhea an age when he
was matured enough to marry and take on the redyldies of adult
life, he went through the ceremony of circumcisifmlowed by a
prolonged period of living apart from the groupridg which he would
receive instruction on the customs of his peoplk thie duties expected
of an adult man. These ceremonies made a profaupdession on the
minds of the young men and imbued them with resfoette traditional
culture of the community. So important was the elgmee that men only
counted the years of their lives after initiatidoyhood being considered
too insignificant to be worth recording. In all tgeoups, these initiation
ceremonies created a sense of fellow feeling amiomgsm who were
initiated about the same time. Among the Sotho ggpthis feeling was
particularly strong. In the Sotho situation, inittd ceremonies were
conducted under the authority of Chiefs or disthieads. All the youths
of appropriate age in a given area were initiatggbther in an initiation
school, which was generally held when the Chiefudy-Chief had a son
of age for initiation. After the ritual period wasided, the boys who had
participated in an initiation school retained assenf corporate identity.

95



HDS101

96

African Civilisation from the earliest Times to 1500 AD

In times of war, they fought as a group under #dérship of their
agemate prince, and at other times, they assenblgerform special
services for the ruler such as building him a neméstead.

For as the population increased and grazing lagdrbe scarce, disputes
often occurred between neighbours. Also, when a&fQtied, squabbles
over the succession often involved fighting and nyless so often, these
troubles led to the division of the group the diéfiet sections might
continue to nourish feelings of hostility for oneogher. Moreover, given
the importance of cattle to the people, wars wegamised to capture a
few cattle or force a neighbouring group to abanalgmazing ground, not
at destroying the enemy completely. Thus, a waalisended after a
single battle when one side admitted defeat; nanbatants were usually
respected and prisoners returned for a ransomsadt&ern Bantu groups

had no standing armies and no special war chief.
SAQ 14.1

We cannot say when the Berbers began to move dmamNorth Africa,
but there are stories of a settlement of white [geopthe Aukar district
(some 480km west of Timbuktu) in the 2nd centurip APerhaps, they
were Jews who left the Roman province of Cyrenasstfled near
Timbuktu and later moved westwards to Aukar. Thgéiom, which was
called Ghana, lasted for 400 years before otherriNggoples from
Wagadugu overthrew it. A black king then took otlee throne of this
ancient kingdom.

The Moslem Arabs conquered the Maghreb at the &titeorth century
A.D. and Arab merchants began to visit the wes&irdan. They found
Ghana to be a rich Negro kingdom. It was at its beshe 9th century
A.D. On the east of it was the River Niger and be tvest was the
Lemtuna kingdom at Audaghost.

Al-Bakr, an Arab historian who lived in Spain, weo& description of

Ghana as he heard of it from merchants who visitedhen it was most

wealthy. The capital (KumbiSaleh) consisted of tegparate towns,
10km apart. One was the Muslim town where the Aravchants from

North Africa lived and where there were some buoigdi of stone. The
other was the pagan town of El Gaba where the lsowsee clay huts

with thatched roofs. Around it, there were pagasvgs where the priests
sacrificed to their gods. The Muslims held mosthef important posts in
the government of the kingdom. The wealth of Ghaaa based on the
ability to supply slaves for its market and on tregle in gold. Gold was
obtained from other pagans who lived far away inngéaa, a name of
mystery for many centuries. There was so much do&ie that the

amount coming into the market had to be contraltegrevent the price
from falling too low. Merchants came from all paofswestern Maghreb
bringing jewellery, beads, cloth and salt to trémteslaves and gold.



Study Session 15Nigeria

In Ghana, the Arab merchants met their Negro agemswith them they

travelled for 20 days over large desert till thegahed the Senegal River.
There they beat big drums to call the local peophese were the gold
miners. The Arabs, therefore, used to put theirdgan piles and go out

of sight. The local people then came out and placbééap of gold dust

beside each pile and then went away. The king an@rcollected taxes
on everything which passed through his market: gsédt, slaves, and

many other things. These taxes augmented the wafaBhana.

Ghana could not expand towards the sea, for thexg aways the
Lemtuna kingdom in the way. Early in the 9th cept@®hana was very
alarmed by the warlike activities of Tilutane, tiBerber Chief of
Audaghost, who with 100,000 horsemen had conquallethe Berber
ethnic groups of the West. Ghana did not daregbt fsuch a powerful
kingdom and Tilutane did not attack Ghana.

SAQ 14.2

Audaghost, the capital of the Lemtuna kingdom, W&sdays’ march

westwards from Ghana and one month's march todast.clt was a large
town with many fine buildings and it was surroundag date palms
beyond which were the desert sands. Its inhabitaste Berbers who
owned large numbers of pagan Negro slaves. There algo many Arab
merchants who looked after the caravan trade. énttlvn, there was
plenty of water for such crops as millet and wh@dtere were large
herds of cattle and sheep. Audaghost was a citgredt commercial
prosperity and carried on much trade with the Maghparticularly with

Sijilmasa. The inhabitants were very wealthy angedi in civilised

comfort. Among the traders on the desert routeslaghost was famous
for the skill of its cooks and the beauty of itsmen.

Yusuf IbnTashfin built the city of Marrakesh in 8&.D. and by 1082
A.D. the Almoravid Empire extended as far east dgiefs. By 1102
A.D., the whole of Muslim Spain was in the hand#Abhoravids Emirs.
As long as Yusuf lived, their rule brought peacd gnod government to
the Almoravid Empire both in Spain and in Africajtleivilisation soon
ruined them. Abu Bakr, who took over the leadersbiighe southern
wing of the Almoravid army on the death of IbnYacippent some years
converting the Negroes by force to his reformewjiah. After 14 years,
he felt strong enough to attack Ghana, whibhad remained pagan. There
are some ruins at KumbiSaleh, about 320km nortBamhako, the capital
of the modern Mali Republic, which may mark thes if the capital of
Old Ghana.

SAQ 14.3

It was rightly called the Empire of Mali. Its ruteregularly made the
pilgrimage to Mecca and so attracted many foreigercmants, both
Muslim and Christian, to the capital.

Mali developed from a very small Mandingo kingdofiKangaba, on the
west side of the River Bakoy (a tributary of Riv&enegal). Its capital
was at Jeriba (between River Niger and River Sankarafi).the
beginning of the 13th century, A.D., however, itsnarge enough to be
noticed by another Mandingo chief called Sumangwho had just
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destroyed Ghana. He seized and killed 11 sonseokithg of Mali, but

spared the twelfth, a cripple boy called Sundi&tds boy grew up to be
strong both in mind and body and he began the Ealpire. To this day,
he is praised as the national hero of the Mandpegple.

When he came to the throne, he collected a bodgigufanunters whom
he could trust. With them he went south, crossegeRTinkisso, and
conquered the neighbouring kingdom of Sangaran.nTheth the

Sangaran army, he went west and conquered theJalita. In this way
he gained another army. Turning east, he crossedag&m River and
defeated some Bambara rebels. With an army grolairggr and larger,
he went round the borders of his kingdom to make that all its peoples
were loyal to him. He returned to Jeriba in 123D A.

He was now the equal of Sumanguru, who decidedhianhust stop the
young Sundiata before he became too powerful. Taamies met at
Kirina just north of the modern town of Kulikoroh i1235 A.D. The
result was a complete victory for Sundiata. Sumangeas killed and his
kingdom became part of the growing Mali State.

Sundiata now built his capital on a new site atniN&bout 30km from
Jeriba and spent the rest of his life developirg ¢buntry around. He
never again led his soldiers in battle, although drimies continued to
enlarge his lands. He died in 1255 A.D. In 25 yeaes had turned an
unknown little kingdom into a powerful empire.

This empire continued to grow, and in 1307 A.D.ndata's grandson,
Mansa Kanka Musa, came to the throne. He ruledah fdr another 25
years and became the most famous of the Mandimgys ki

The Mali Empire had controlled the goldfields of Wgara for 70 years,
when Mansa Musa went on a pilgrimage to Mecca. ¢d@gt across the
desert to Cairo in 1324 A.D. He rode on horsebaith %00 slaves in
front of him, each carrying a bar of gold, whichigleed about 3kg. On
his homeward journey, he took with him two Arabdalns, El Saheli and
El Mamer, whom he had met in Mecca. While he wakistthe desert,

he learned that one of his generals, Sagmandiacaptiired Gao, the
capital of another larger kingdom, Songhai, whiah o the east of his
empire. So, he turned his caravan and went to tstnew part of his
empire. Before he left Gao he gave El Saheli thke ¢d building a nobler
mosque than the simple building of mud and thaidtich had been good
enough for the Songhai rulers.

He went along River Niger to the Songhai city aibuktu and there too
he set El Saheli the task of building a large mesgnd a palace for
himself. Timbuktu was already an important marketwas the place
where several caravan routes from North Africa et great Niger
waterway to east and west Sudan. Under Mansa Ntusecame a great
centre of trade and learning. Mansa Musa died B218.D. He left an
empire larger and wealthier than any other Afristate of those days. Its
borders, from Tekrur on the Atlantic to Dendi orv&iNiger, were more
than 1,600km apart; and from Walata and Tadmelkktte deserts of the
North, the Mali Empire extended into the forestd amuntains of Futa
Jallon in the South.
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After his death, however, the empire declined gadigulbnBattutah, the
well-known Arab traveller and writer, visited Niann 1352 A.D.
IbnBattutah wrote also of the flourishing agricuétwof the empire and of
the wealth of its markets. He noted the widespressdof slaves captured
from the neighbouring pagan ethnic groups. Slaves gold were the
chief exports from Mali along the caravan routeshef Sahara. The Mali
people were good Muslims and regularly practisedrtihes of Islam.

By the middle of the 17th century, however, Malidhaeclined
considerably. Its territory had diminished. It'sveceignty had been
limited to the province of Kangaba from which thepére originally
grew.

SAQ 14.4

Before Mali became an empire, there were the Songbaple whose

territory spread along River Niger from Bussa tmbuktu. The Songhai
were Negroes who originally lived in the Dendi didt west of Argungu,

in the angle formed by the Niger and Kebbi rivésre than 1,000 years
ago, the Songhai had spread along the banks of Rilger. Zaghawa

Berbers conquered them at an early date. ZaAliathenZaghawa ruler
settled in the Songhai capital, Kukia, and so bec#ime first of many

Berber kings of the Songhai people.

At the beginning of the 11th century A.D., the ¢abivas moved from
Kukia to Gao and the king became a Muslim. Gao atathe southern
end of the caravan routes to North Africa and itl lzalarge Muslim
community.

Al Bakr, writing a description of Gao in the 11ltantury, said that (like
Ghana) it has two parts, one inhabited by Muslimeiffners, and the
other by the pagan Songhai. Salt (from Taotek,dsiys' march in the
desert beyond Tadmekket) was used as money in thkem As
indicated earlier, a Mali army conquered Gao in5.28D., but it
regained its independence 10 years after. In 1468, Ahe Songhai ruler
in Gao was Sonni Ali, an ambitious man. He was @dlkethe Mandingo
ruler of Timbuktu to help him free that city fronsiZaghawa-Tuareg
overlords. Although he was himself of Berber orjg8onni Ali, like all
the Songhai, hated the Tuareg horsemen who usgdllap in from the
desert and attack the villages of the river peofes Ali set out with a
large army. His arrival on the south bank oppoSitabuktu took the
entire Muslim population, including the learned noérthe university, by
surprise. They all fled across the desert to Wakslthough Ali entered
Timbuktu without fighting, he killed many of itshabitants.

Five years later, after a siege lasting many mor8sini Ali conquered
Jenne, which, according to tradition, had beerckdtzd 99 times by the
armies of Mali without success. Jenne, which wal iou1250 A.D., was
the major town near the region of lakes and masesigh which the
waters of River Niger flow above Timbuktu. Surroeddy creeks, Jenne
was easily reached by merchants from the Maghrebvwas also easily
defended against attack from Mali in the south faoih the Tuareg in the
north. For 200 years, Jenne had been one of theimpsrtant centres of
commerce and learning in the western Sudan. Rafdens the desert

99



HDS101

100

African Civilisation from the earliest Times to 1500 AD

were always troubling Timbuktu, but Jenne was agigtarbed island of
peace.

In 26 years, Sonni Ali had changed a string of réide villages into a
powerful kingdom, but he did little to increase fivesperity and peace of
the Sudan.

The next ruler of the Songhai kingdom was a MandiMuslim called
MuhammedToure, who gave himself the title of Askite had been
prime minister and was a man of outstanding palitability. He always
asked for the advice of older men, more learnednaoik experienced in
government than himself. He began a form of govemtnwhich was
new in the western Sudan, but which was widely eddar outside the
boundaries of Songhai. He divided his kingdom iptovinces with a
Governor in charge of each; the provinces wereddiviinto districts. He
put Mayors in charge of the important cities and dmppointed other
important officers. There were strict rules abdwe importance and the
duties of each post and about the number of dronhe tused in saluting
each officer.

He developed trade and began a system of weighldsnagasures to
encourage honest business. Dishonesty was treate \&ery serious
offence.

AskiaMuhammed encouraged learning and employedrstutor the
education of his own children. Under him, the Saekbniversity at
Timbuktu prospered and was well known among thenégh men of
Europe. Centres of higher education were built etsiba and Jenne.
Many new schools were built and teachers were Irotiogwork in them.

Muhammed fought many battles using an army of gaidiers, so that
the farmers and traders could carry on with thearkwwithout being
constantly called away to fight. He conquered tlaeisd States, but they
soon regained their independence. The Tuaregs bad bonstantly
raiding the farmers on the borders of his kingd@w, in 1515 A.D. he
drove them out of Agades and set up a colony ohBainNegroes whose
descendants are still living there today.

Under AskiaMuhammed, the Songhai Empire reachegréatest extent.
His rule stretched almost to the Atlantic coasthie west and to Agades
in the east. For a short time the people in it yjopeace and they all
prospered as never before. Because of his immemddhbution to good

governance and the greatness of the empire, Asldhalmimed was
rightly called "Askia the Great".

Unfortunately, his sons who rebelled against himd fmced him to give
up the throne in 1528 A.D. upset the peace and afde kingdom. He
was blind and over 80 years old when his sons ¢brigen to live
miserably on an island in River Niger. He died,uahappy man, in 1541
A.D.

SAQ 15.1
The legends of the seven Hausa states, the Ifadege the origin of the

Yoruba and the Nok culture, also the Benin and Ighbovu peoples,
especially their myths, historical origins of Niger
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Hausa States

The Hausa states were supposed to have been foahdéterent times
during the period 1200 A.D. The legend of BayajiddAbu
YazidKhaided Al-Zanati (884-947 A.D.J) is presengadthe origin of the
Hausa states, though there appeared to have beeystam of
administration in some areas especially Daura, éetég a queen before
Bayajidda came into the scene. The legend confirrtied constant
reference to oriental influences on Hausaland aywitd, for Bayajidda
was said to have reached Daura through Borno. fedron a horse and
dramatically got rid of the menace of a bothersosmake in the
community's well. Bayajidda married the queen for treward and the
seven sons of that relationship became the foundileys of the seven
Hausa states (Hausa Bakwai), that is, Daura, KRaop, Zazzau, Gobir,
Katsina, and GarunGabas.

It is significant that in addition to these oridisa-called legitimate seven
states, there were others that were pejorativeigrned to as "Banza-
Bakwai", that is, not so legitimate ones, whichlied Zamfara, Kebbi,
Nupe, Gwari, Yauri, Kwararrafa, and Yoruba (llorifthey were said to
have been so named because they were founded IspiiBeof the slave
girl married to Bayajidda by the queen of Daura.

lle-Ife

lle-Ife is the fountain-head of Yoruba civilisatiohe origin of this
ancient centre of civilisation is encapsulatedhi@& origin of the Yoruba.
In explaining the rich culture and civilisation ¢fie Yoruba, some
scholars have engaged in controversies on the pamee of the Yoruba.
For instance, Amoury Talbot, an anthropologist, aggested that the
Yoruba came from the north-east, specifically Eg@imilarly, Olumide
Lucas, a well-known Egyptologist stated that theuba migrated from
Egypt through Sudan. Saburi Biobakuseem to agréde Avnoury Talbot
and Olumide Lucas. He suggested eastern Sudae adatte of origin of
the Yoruba. Samuel Johnson who based his opiniororah sources
collected in some parts of Yorubaland opined that¥oruba migrated to
lle-Ife after being driven from Arabia as a resaflteligious crises.

Oral sources popular among the Yoruba support gtieflthat lle-Ife is
the origin of their culture and civilisation. Theage two stories, which
seem to give credence to this belief. The firsthist of creation. The
Yoruba believe that lle-Ife was the centre of huncegation, the place
where human beings were first created. This mytlorafin stated that
Olodumare (God) sent Obatala to create the solith @k a period when
the whole earth was full of water. He was givenea lvith five toes, a
piece of earth in a snail shell. He was to sprinkk piece of earth on the
primordial water and release the hen to scattéfdtvever, Obatala could
not perform the task having been drunk of palm vanehis journey. The
assignment was consequently given to Oduduwa whezessfully,
created the solid earth and descended with sietks with a chain at
lle-Ife.

A second explanation for the origin of lle-Ife andlthe Yoruba was
contained in a story of migration. Oduduwa was daithave migrated

101



HDS101

102

African Civilisation from the earliest Times to 1500 AD

from Mecca to lle-Ife. He was the son of Lamurudlingrod), king of

Mecca. As a consequence of religious clash betweeradherents of
traditional religion and those of Islam, Oduduwal dris people were
forced to flee Mecca travelling for 90 days passithgpugh Gobir in

Hausaland before reaching lle-Ife.

Nok

Unlike the Hausa and Yoruba discussed above, thke ®idture is

unveiled by the archaeological excavations ancdufdaliscoveries at the
Nok village near Kafanchan in the Jos Plateau aréa@nding to Abuja,
Niger State, and all of the Middle Belt zones of&lia from KatsinaAla,
south of Benue River to Kagara, 160km west of KaduBtate.

Altogether, it covers an area of some 480km lond &60km wide

(76,800 sg. km).

Benin

The word Benin (Bini) was used broadly to cover ¢hgital city and to
describe the kingdom, the language and the peBplein embraced both
the Edo-speaking people or the Bini proper andgelaon-Edo-speaking
population. Benin incorporated the Bini, Esan, Kukuw, Oria, Akoko,

Isoko, and Urhobo peoples.

There are various traditions of the origin of Benlmut two main
categories of the tradition can be distinguishdtesE are the Edo people
themselves and the dynasty. One tradition clainhed the Edo people
originated from Egypt and that the people stoppethe Sudan before
they arrived at the present site. Another versiah® legend claimed that
the Edo people had always lived in Benin and werscdndants of the
youngest son of Osanobua, the Supreme Being. Tinésseaid to have
come with a snail and some sand, which he spreaghcarea of water.
This gave him the piece of land he required whichaw called Benin.

The dynastic tradition refers to the period of thke of the Ogiso when
there were political crises. In response to theses;i the people
approached Oduduwa at lle-Ife who sent his soncBri@ranmiyan to
Benin. On reaching Benin, Oranmiyan married Erivgina Bini princess,
through whom he had a son, named Eweka. Traditichdr stated that
the struggle in Benin continued and Oranmiyan wighdfrom the place
in frustration and anger. He also called the pléedbinu (the land of
vexation) which was later converted to Ubini by Clbaedo and later
became transformed to Benin.

Another version tries to reconcile the origin o# fheople and that of the
dynasty and provided a comprehensive account. ffa@stion explains
that the Edo were descendants of Idu who was satthve been the
grandson of Oghene (God). Idu was also said to hesd at Uhe (Ife)
with his brother, Olukuni, but was expelled. Iduereafter proceeded to a
"land of peace and plenty" which in Idu languag®lisni. Thus, Ubini is
described as a "fertile and open land between adstrflowing waters".
Thus, there is some confusion regarding where theirB(Edo) people
came from, whether from Egypt, Ife, the sky or gneund. Controversy
continued to surround the traditions, but from alhilable evidence, it
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seems clear that there were a people who lived enirB before an
invitation was sent to lle-Ife for advice on goaal/grnance.

Igbo-Ukwu

The Igbo cultural area includes all those areas"padple that speak the
various dialects of Igbo language and share typaad significant

common culture traits and patterns. Awka, Nri, llniand Owerri are in

the culture's centre, while Agbor and Ebu (westeNilgbo), and Enugu
Eziko, Afikpo and Azumimi and Ikwerre (east Igbagan the culture

margin”. Our definition of this cultural area haken into consideration
linguistic, socio-political, economic, and religm(ritual) factors.

One of the first to write on Igbo culture and itsgn was the Igbo ex-
slave, OlaudahEquaino (or GustavasVassa) who stagh#sat the Igbo
were the lost tribes of Israel who, like the Jepmctised circumcision,
confined their women for a specific period afteild:#tirth after which
they were purified, named their children after $j@cevents and
experiences, and so on.

There had been no agreement among the Igbo-Ukwplgpe&m where
their ancestors came from. Some believe that they &ways lived
where they now are and did not come from anywhdse. €lthers,
however; believe that their forefathers came frogyE, Israel, or some
other place. But by the 1930s, the myth of an oritad been abandoned
in the absence of any useful evidence.

It is believed that the first settlement in Igbalanas located in the Nri-
Awka-Orlu region. Here, the Igbo were engaged int fgathering and
hunting. Later, they proceeded to search for widpace. Disputes
amongst them also led to their dispersion. In these of migration, the
Igbo ensured that contacts were maintained. Variollages also
amalgamated informally to form confederations andiérk out common
lines of defence and other cooperative ventures.

Nri civilisation was believed to have prosperedrfrabout the 9th to the
16th centuries A.D. The bronzes excavated in the-lgkwu area were
of excellent quality and date back to the 9th cgntDuring this period,

the Nri were greatly respected and acknowledgedspesial people,
revered as priests and advisers. Based on excavatidgbo-Ukwu,

Professor Thurstan Shaw also revealed that ap#ried, Igboland was
already engaged in long- and short-range exchahdmiginesses. The
former brought in such items as horses, bronze canklian beads from
markets in the Sudan and beyond.

Nri was also filled with rituals and religious adties. It also became the
centre of a cult connected with the installatiorCbiefs, purification and
title making. This is the explanation for the s¢utps now found at Igbo-
Ukwu, located in the heartland of Nri.
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SAQ 15.2

Hausa States

The process of developing a state like organizaithwolved a gradual
evolution of small community settlements into haslend from the
latter into states. The first stage was the emegeof settlements
(communities), which grew into nucleated hamlets.tifis level, each
hamlet had strong kinship ties. Authority residesthe head of each
family. As time went, there emerged in each oftthmlets leaders whose
authority transcended or cut across family groujgchSleader exercised
authority over agriculture and some other econowrtivities. The
second stage was the emergence of larger comnuutlide the hamlets
as a result of the convergence of related groupanoilies or lineages on
strategic locations to form towns or gwari. At tHevel, a central
authority was developed to look after the affairthe town.

The third stage was the emergence of cities (bigbirni could develop
into a capital of a state whose ruler exercisechaity over many
hamlets or some other birnis. For the purpose ofiaidtering such large
areas, each Hausa state developed a hierarchatahspf authority.

lle-Ife

Scholars have revealed that lle-Ife was an imporearly centre of
Yoruba civilisation. It has been revealed thatéhsere 13 mini-states in
the lle-Ife area before the advent of Oduduwa aisdgtoup. A priest-
king with semi-divine characteristics headed eakcthese villages. The
13 mini-states were organised as a confederacyruddatala, but each
ruler of a mini-state had semi-autonomous statdsidOwa came into the
scene at a time of crisis. He became the lead#rechnti-Obatala group,
which seized power from Obatala. Having seized ppWsluduwa re-
organised the 13 mini-states into a kingdom and thegan a dynastic
period in lle-Ife. .Oduduwa's children and grantiiriein were said to
have spread the revolution at lle-Ife to other pat Yorubaland by
establishing kingdoms elsewhere. Thus, today, Olkags) in
Yorubaland claim origin from lle-Ife where they ter authority to wear
beaded crown.

Archaeological research has confirmed the primady lle-Ife in
Yorubaland. It has been revealed that, indeedifdlavas the cradle of
Yoruba civilisation. Attention was first drawn tet ancient art works of
lle-Ife by Leo Frobenius, a German ethnographef9a0-1911. Since
then, archaeological works by Thurstan Shaw anérosinchaeologists
have revealed brass objects, terracotta and brbeagls, which are
naturalistic in form. Other findings include carvéidures, monoliths,
stools in granite and quartz. A unique examplef@fartistic work is the
"OpaOranyan" a six-metre high granite column belieto have marked
the grave of Oranmiyan, regarded in Yoruba Orabhysas the youngest
son of Oduduwa.

All the archaeological discoveries show the higbdyphisticated Yoruba
artistic work and the high standard of ancient Yarwivilisation, which
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has been found to be favourably comparable to thdsecient Egypt,
classical Greece, Rome and Europe during the Reaais.

Nok

It is said to represent one of the earliest cutiirethe Nigerian region
and dates back to some 2,000 years, approximataty &bout 900 B.C.
and reached its peak at about 200 A.D. The culbgeame known

through excavated terracotta sculptures, stoolstoamhd jewellery.

According to Flint, "these show that the Nok peoblelt a society of

considerable complexity, in which specialist craftal wealth had made
their appearance. Beads of tin and quartz were faetuwed for

adornment, and all artistic activities had reacledhigh level of

attainment”. Flint further notes the religious giigance of the Nok

sculptures and the light they shed on the dailyvitiels of the people,

their agricultural, artistic craftsmanship that limed iron smelting.

Particularly noteworthy was the fact that the adtwas very familiar

with iron tools hundreds of years before Christlymg that it may have

been both economically and militarily dominant,ngsiron weapons.

Nok culture was discovered through tin mining oe tlos Plateau and
environs. Many of the archaeological findings irstarea show that the
Nok people grew crops such as maize, millet, gugwea and root crops.
It is believed that they first used simple toolst bs they advanced later,
they used iron tools. It is also believed that thept cattle and other
grassland domestic animals. Agriculture, animakinga and iron ore

smelting were their main occupations.

They were found to have used ornaments made fradsband smooth
stones. The Nok culture achieved a level of mdtelevelopment not
represented in the West African sub-region for Ilyei000 years. Their
terracotta sculpture, abstractly stylised and gedma conception, is
admired both for its artistic expression and foe thigh technical
standards of its production.

Several features of the Nok culture, particulatdydrt, are found in later
cultures elsewhere in West Africa. It is difficulbt to believe that the
Nok culture, as we know it, presents the ancestoak from which much
of the sculptural tradition of West Africa derivéRhere were certainly
many similarities between the Nok and the Ife arts.

Benin

The dynastic tradition refers to the period of thke of the Ogiso when
there were political crises. In response to theses;i the people
approached Oduduwa at lle-Ife who sent his soncBri@ranmiyan to
Benin. On reaching Benin, Oranmiyan married Erivgina Bini princess,
through whom he had a son, named Eweka. Traditichdr stated that
the struggle in Benin continued and Oranmiyan wighdfrom the place
in frustration and anger. He also called the pléedbinu (the land of
vexation) which was later converted to Ubini by Clbaedo and later
became transformed to Benin.

Another version tries to reconcile the origin o# fheople and that of the
dynasty and provided a comprehensive account. ffa@stion explains
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that the Edo were descendants of Idu who was satdhve been the
grandson of Oghene (God). Idu was also said to hesd at Uhe (Ife)
with his brother, Olukuni, but was expelled. Iduereafter proceeded to a
"land of peace and plenty" which in Idu languag¥lmni. Thus, Ubini is
described as a "fertile and open land between adstrflowing waters".
Thus, there is some confusion regarding where theirB(Edo) people
came from, whether from Egypt, Ife, the sky or gneund. Controversy
continued to surround the traditions, but fromathilable evidence, it
seems clear that there were a people who lived énirB before an
invitation was sent to lle-Ife for advice on goaal/grnance.

Igbo-Ukwu

Nri civilisation was believed to have prosperedhirabout the 9th to the
16th centuries A.D. The bronzes excavated in the-lgkwu area were
of excellent quality and date back to the 9th cgntDuring this period,

the Nri were greatly respected and acknowledgedspesial people,
revered as priests and advisers. Based on excavatidgbo-Ukwu,

Professor Thurstan Shaw also revealed that ap#ried, Igboland was
already engaged in long- and short-range exchahdmiginesses. The
former brought in such items as horses, bronzecamklian beads from
markets in the Sudan and beyond.

Nri was also filled with rituals and religious adties. It also became the
centre of a cult connected with the installatiorCbiiefs, purification and
title making. This is the explanation for the s¢utps now found at Igbo-
Ukwu, located in the heartland of Nri.

In the south-east, both iron and brass workingheda very high pitch
of excellence by the 9th century A.D. as the IghavU excavations
show clearly. Igbo civilisation seemed to have nibiee Awka, Nkwerre,
and Abiriba. Blacksmith experts made a living ageitant smiths.
According to Isichei, "Awka obtained their iron fnoAgulu-Umana in
the Udi area" and the people in the Awka regioretied as blacksmiths.
Iron also enabled them to control the woods anelstsrby the use of new
and stronger tools made of iron. The result of t@selopment was that
blacksmiths and master craftsmen dominated thealsggolitical and
economic life of Igboland during this phase of Idghstory.
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