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Vice-Chancellor's Message

| congratulate you on being part of the historiolation of our Centre for
External Studies into a Distance Learning Centrbe Teinvigorated
Centre, is building on a solid tradition of neasyenty years of service to
the Nigerian community in providing higher educatito those who had
hitherto been unable to benefit from it.

Distance Learning requires an environment in whigarners
themselves actively participate in constructingrtbevn knowledge. They
need to be able to access and interpret existimyvleauge and in the
process, become autonomous learners.

Consequently, our major goal is to provide fullltnmedia mode of
teaching/learning in which you will use not onlyintrbut also video,
audio and electronic learning materials.
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batch of course materials in order to increasetanbally the number of
texts available to you. The authors made greattsfto include the latest
information, knowledge and skills in the differatfisciplines and ensure
that the materials are user-friendly. It is our édipat you will put them to
the best use.

Professor Olufemi A. Bamiro, FNSE
Vice-Chancellor
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Foreword

The University of Ibadan Distance Learning Programmas a vision of
providing lifelong education for Nigerian citizenwgho for a variety of
reasons have opted for the Distance Learning mbadéhis way, it aims at
democratizing education by ensuring access andyequi

The U.l. experience in Distance Learning datek bad 988 when the
Centre for External Studies was established tor cagenly for upgrading
the knowledge and skills of NCE teachers to a Blachedegree in
Education. Since then, it has gathered considerabperience in
preparing and producing course materials for iy@mmes. The recent
expansion of the programme to cover Agriculture #reneed to review
the existing materials have necessitated an aeteteprocess of course
materials production. To this end, one major wookstwas held in
December 2006 which have resulted in a substami@kease in the
number of course materials. The writing of the sesrby a team of
experts and rigorous peer review have ensured thetemance of the
University’s high standards. The approach is nolly do emphasize
cognitive knowledge but also skills and humane @slwhich are at the
core of education, even in an ICT age.

The materials have had the input of experiencé&drsdand illustrators
who have ensured that they are accurate, curreshtlearner friendly.
They are specially written with distance learnersnind, since such
people can often feel isolated from the communityearners. Adequate
supplementary reading materials as well as otHernration sources are
suggested in the course materials.

The Distance Learning Centre also envisages #uailar students of tertiary
institutions in-Nigeria who are faced with a deastthigh quality textbooks will
find these-books very useful. We are thereforegtitdid to present these new
tittes to both our Distance Learning students ahd University’'s regular
students. We are confident that the books withbénvaluable resource to them.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewarsl production staff for the
high quality of work.

Best wishes.

§1 gpotctont

Professor Francis O. Egbokhare
Director
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General Introduction and Course Objectives

This is a basic (elementary) course in grammas. tih enable you to have
a vivid and detailed knowledge of some grammatieahs that you will
consistently come across in your study of syntaxm& of the topics
covered in this course are principles of morphaalianalysis, word-
classes (formerly known as parts of speech), gramabaunits such as
Tense, Aspect, Number, Person, Gender etc. Theseduggins with a
short discussion on morphemes and the two typesasphemes — free
and bound morphemes and how you should carry ouphotogical
analysis.

You will also study about the division of the cotgents of sentences
into groups or classes. The division facilitatesrfation of new sentences
by process of substitution. | shall explain withvidi illustrations the
suitable criteria for a valid classification. Thrgpes of criteria will be the
focus of our discuss here. These are the Notiondkria, the
Morphological criteria and the Functional criterighe notional criteria is
based on meaning associated with a particular itoest or word, the
morphological criteria has to do with the form obnd. It talks about the
change in the form of a word (inflection). Finaltje functional criteria
basically relate to the way words are used in s&et® In other words, the
function or role ascribed to a constituent or waiitl determine the word
class of such a word or-constituent. | will disctiesthree criteria in detail
and bring out their strengths and weaknesses.

Two types of word-classes have been identifiegreammar. These
are major word-classes also referred to as fulldwaand minor word-
classes called empty words. | shall explain thesetypes and why they
are so calloed. You will regularly come across daeg surface structures
or their equivalents in your study of grammar. llwliscuss these two
terms in detail and give examples of how verbs adijdctives can be said
to belong to the same syntactic category at thp deacture level.

The course also include subject and predicate. e main
subdivision of a simple declarative sentence. lllshlao discuss minor
sentence — types such as aphorism, vocative, fratgnaend imperative,
which do not have either subject or predicate. Gther constituent of the
sentence is the adjunct. It is an optional corestituYou will also come
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across the differences between the adjunct anddhwlement which is
the obligatory part of the predicate for transitisezbs.



LECTURE ONE

|dentification of Morphemes

Introduction

The morpheme is the segment employed in the stiidigeostructure or
form of the word. | shall examine the various tyg#smorphemes in
languages of the world for you to be able to idgntihem in
morphological analysis.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should able to:

1. identify the various types of morphemes in langsagfethe world;
and

2. explain the various types of morphemes.

Pre-Test
1. What is a morpheme?

2. ldentify the following morphemes in your languageoots,
prefixes, suffixes, infixes and interfixes.

CONTENT
Definition
A morpheme is the smallest unit of speech that kesiantic or
grammatical meaning. In other words, it is the $esal meaningful

indivisible unit segment of grammatical descriptigged in the analysis of
words. The analysis of words into morphemes bewitis the isolation of



morphs. A morph is a physical form representingeanorpheme in a
language. It is a recurrent distinctive sound gusace of words.

If different morphs represent the same morphetmey tire grouped
together and they are called allomorphs of thatpmeme. for example,
the past tense of regular verbs in English is sedliasld/, /d/ or /t/. the
phonological properties of the last segment of ¥eeb to which it is
attached determines the choice. It is realisedddsf/the verb ends in /d/
or /t/ e.g.

/mend / /mend/ mend - mended
Ipeit/  [/peitd/ paint - painted

It is realised as /d/ after a verb ending in aniged sound except /d/ e.g.
/Kli:n/ /Klind/ clean - cleaned

Iwei/  /weid/weigh - weighed

It is realised as /t/ after a verb ending in anyceless consonant other
than /t/ e.qg.

Ipa:k/  Ipakt/ park - parked
/mis/ /mist/ miss - missed

Past tense
allomorph  allomorph allomorph
| | |
Torph m(‘)rph rp‘m)‘
Ad/ /d/ It/

Types of morphemes
1. Roots

A root is the irreducible core of a word with ahgely nothing else
attached to it e.gwalked, walks, walking, walk all have the root
morphemevalk



2. Affixes

An affix is a bound morpheme which only occurs wiatached to some
other morpheme or morphemes such as a root.

Types of Affixes
i. Prefixes: A prefix is an affix attached before a root e.ge- make,
impossiblej- fél ‘to love’, ol1- gbdn ‘wisdom’
ii. Suffixes: A suffix is an affix attached after a root e.gidkiness
a. boy s, play -er, etc.
iii. Infixes: An infix is an affix inserted into the root e.g

Root Infix Derived word

su:lu -ka- su:kalu ‘dog’

ana :la :ka -ka- ana :kala :ka ‘chin’
kuhbil -ka- kuh kabil ‘knife’

Ulwa language in Nicaragua (Napoli 1996 : 198)
iv. Interfixes: An interfix is an affix inserted inbetween two ts@.g.

o/moll ollmol! ‘grandchild(ren)’ - ollmoll -ki- oImoll ->
oImol1kél'mol] ‘any child’/ stubborn child’,

iraniran ‘generations> irankiran ‘any/bad generation’ irandiranan
‘from generation to generation’

Identification of Morphemes

The central technique used in the identificationmofrphemes is based on
the notion of distribution, i.e., the total setoointexts in which a particular
linguistic form occurs. A set of morphemes are nrefé to as allomorphs
of the same morpheme if they are in complementastyiloution. Morphs
are said to be in contemporary distribution if theypresent the same
meaning or serve the same grammatical functionsthay are never
found in identical contexts.



Summary

In this lecture, | defined the morpheme as the ksialmeaningfu
indivisible unit or segment of grammatical descoptused in the
analysis of word. | explained to you what a morpland gave examples
of allomorphs too. | defined the root and the affixand the differen
types of affixes in language such as prefixesxedj interfixes ang
suffixes. Lastly, though not the least, | discusberfly the centra
technique used in the identification of morphenieshall go ahead t
discuss with examples the segmentation of wordisemext lecture.

O —

|}

Post-Test
1. What is a morpheme?

2. ldentify the following morphemes in your languageoots,
prefixes, suffixes, infixes and interfixes.

References

Katamba, Francis. (1993Morphology London: The Macmillan
Press Ltd.
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Words.The University of Michigan Press. Ann Arbar.
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publishing Educational services.

Tomori; Olu S. H. (1977)The Morphology and Syntax of Present-
day English: An Introductiarn_London: H.E.B.



LECTURE TWO

Morphological Analysis

Introduction

In the last lecture, | discussed and explainedntlbepheme and the root
and bound morphemes. In this lecture, | shall ggadho explain how you
should go about segmenting words with more thanmogheme. | shall
give examples of how to segment words.

Objective
At the end of this lecture, you should be able égnsent words that
contain more than one morpheme.

Pre-Test
Segment the following English words into their resjive morphemes;

segmentability, - nationalization, unreasonable, dzriwickedness, came,
yours, went, identification.

CONTENT
Segmentability of words

Any word made up of more than one morpheme hawitstituents joined
in a structural bound according to the rules oénathce formation in that
language. This is known as syntagmatic relationsWprds exhibiting

syntagmatic relationship between the component heones display three
types of segmentability or ordering of componentrphemes (Tomori,

1977).



1. Some words can be segmented in a clear wayhetocomponent
morphemes, e.g. respectable: respect, -able

2. A second group of words cannot be segmentedieaa fashion as
in the example given above, e.g. redemption. fuse clear that
the word cannot be neatly segmented into thesenaphemes:
redeem, -tionredemp- is a bound alternant of the morpheme
redeembecause the formedemp- does not occur alone. Another
example igetention, reten-is the bound alternant oftain.

3. A third group of words are words that are natilgassegmentable
into their component morphemes, eagnt, the past tense form of
go. We know that the forrwent includes the meaning of the word
go and also conveys the idea of the past tense. Tdrd went,
therefore, is normally taken to be composed oftwwemorphemes
go and the past tense morpheme.

Data analysis

1. Identify the negative morphs in the English dag¢éow and state their
distributions.

i. impossible impatient immovable
ii. intolerable indecent intangible inaction
inelegance

iii. incomplete [Nk mpli:t] incompatible [Nk mp@tibl]
ingratitude [Ngrotitjud]
Answer: The negative morphs are [im-], [in-] an®l]i
Their distributions:
[im-] occurs before a labial consonant
[IN-] occurs before a velar consonant
[in-] occurs elsewhere



allomorph

Negative morpheme

N

allomorph allorpb

‘morph morph moTh

[im] [N] [in]

2. Identify the morphemes and give the meaningaohe
Aztec dialect of Veracruz (Nida 1949: 8)

nioka | cry ntoka ? | cried
nimayana I am hungry nimayana? | was hungry
nimayanaya | was hungry (and may still be)
timayana You (sg) are hungry
nimayanas | will be hungry
tiZoka You(sQg) cry
nizokaya | was crying (and may still be)
nizokas I will cry

Answer:

ni - I, Zoka - to cry, ? — past, -s :- future

mayana — to be hungry, - ya: past incomplete {soats aspect), ti —

you(sg)

Summary

In this lecture, | explained and discussed howeigngent polymorphic
words. | also gave examples from English and Vematanguages o
how to analyse morphological data.

=




Post-Test
Segment the following English words into their resjive morphemes.

segmentability, nationalization, unreasonable, dsriickedness, came,
yours, went, identification.

References

Katamba, Francis. (1993Morphology London: The Macmillan
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Words.The University of Michigan Press. Ann Arbar:

Taiwo, Oye (2006).Mofd 11611ji (Morphology) Ibadan: Layof
publishing Educational services.

Tomori, Olu S. H. (1977)The Morphology and Syntax of Present-
day English: An Introductian_London: H.E.B.



LECTURE THREE

Classification of Words

Introduction

Grammar is always concerned with dividing the cbmsits of sentences
into groups or classes. In this lecture, | shaljibethe discussion the
criteria that are commonly used by grammarianshis task. | shall
explain the notional criteria and bring out theireaknesses or
shortcomings.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should able to:
1. determine the reasons behind the division of waryadasses; and

2. explain the notional criteria as they are usedendlassification of
words.

Pre-Test
1. What is classification of words?
2. What do you think is the main reason behind woadggfication?

3. Discuss the notional criteria and the weaknesssscaged with
definitions given to the noun and the verb?

CONTENT
Word-class

Grammarians working on different languages haveagbashown serious
concern about the various constituents of the seetef such languages
and have thereby divided or classified such carestis into groups or
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classes. The assumption has always been that,kthdt of division
facilitates formation of new sentences by the pseaaf substitution. For
example:

1 a. The girl ran into the garden
b. The boy ran into the garden
c. The cat ran into the garden

The division into word-classes facilitates forroas of new sentences
as we have above. Members of the some class terghame certain
characteristic features. For example, in Englisigleage, nouns tend to be
inflected for number as in boy — boys, girl — gipose — geese; verbs
inflect for tense e.g. walk — walked, take — towkyk — worked.

The number of word-classes set up for any langutsgpend on the
criteria used for the purpose of classification.réehtypes of criteria
tended to be used in grouping of words into clasEleey are the notional
criteria, the morphological criteria and the funo@l or syntactic criteria. |
shall discuss the Notional criteria in this lectwiile the other two shall
be discussed in lectures 4 and 5.

The Notional Criteria

The notional criteria is the most commonly usedhefdifferent criteria. It
is based on meaning and the meaning associatedwwitths. Traditional
grammar makes extensive use of these criteriaradeattested to in the
definitions given to the following word-classes.

Noun: A noun'is a word used for naming anything
Verb: A verbis any word used to say something aboutething else

Preposition: A preposition is any word used for showing te&tion in
which one thing stands to another.

All the definitions above are derived from the mieg associated
with members of appropriate classes of items. Qimeipal objection to
the use of Notional criteria is that they are vaguge unclear. They tend to
include things they should exclude and vice veFsa. example, in the
definition of ‘noun’, one would expect thblue, name of a colour, would
be a noun, but it is infact an adjective. In adudhtia large number of
nouns that do not name anything are excluded indgfeition. Such
nouns include abstract nouns such as beauty, heggifoy, etc. The
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inadequacy of the notional criteria can be furtdemonstrated in the
definition associated with verbs. Consider theoiwihg sentences.
2. a. Marywentto the US
b. Johncookeda super dinner
3 a. Youidiot
b. Youare a nuisance

In (2a & b), the bold face words are verbs; thellydomething about
something else. In (3ajiot says something abo¥bu, butidiot is not a
verb, but a noun. In (3bdyre refers toYou, it is a verb, but does not tell us
anything about the subject or any other thing. Aparison of (2) and (3)
shows that the definition of the verb is valid fmme classes and useless
for other classes. Lyons (1968, 1981) argues thidwowgh notional
definitions present some essential facts about wlaskes, they do not
tell the whole story.

Meaning itself is controversial. What is the megniof meaning?
There has not been a universally accepted defmigiven to meaning,
rather various definitions have been given to it.

Post-Test
1. What is classification of words?
2. What do you think is the main reason behind woadgification?

3. Discuss the notional criteria and the weaknesssscaged with
definitions given to the noun and the verb?

References

Brown, E.K. & J. E. Miller. (1980).Syntax: A linguistic
Introduction to Sentence Structuréduckland: Hustchinson & co
(Publishers) Ltd.

Fromklin, Victoria and Robert Rodman (1998h Introduction to
Language fifth editionNew York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich College
Publishers.

Lyons, John (1968).Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics.
Cambridge: CUP

Lyons, John (1981)Language and.inguistics: An Introduction.
Cambridge: CUP

11



Matthews, P. H. 198%yntax Cambridge: CUP.
Napoli, Donna, J. 199&.inguistics Oxford & New York: OUP.

12



LECTURE FOUR

Morphological Criteria

Introduction

I shall continue with my discussion of the critettiat can be employed in
the classification of words. | shall discuss the'phological criteria in this
lecture. | will explain what the criteria stand fand how linguists make
use of it and bring out the weaknesses of theriite

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. explain the morphological criteria; and
2. say the sortcomings of the criteria.

Pre-Test

1. Explain the morphological criteria and how the eni can be
employed in the classification of words in yourdaage.

2. Discuss the shortcomings of the morphological géte

CONTENT
Morphological criteria

Morphological criteria have to do with the form tfe used. They are
more obviously useful in Latin, Greek or German mhe&ouns are
inflected for case and number and verbs are cotgdge person and
number. Therefore, morphological criteria are comed with the change
in the form or structure of words. The form of ardialetermines the
classification of such words. This means that ncasisve have in Latin,

13



Greek or German must be words that inflect for casd number, while
words would only be regarded as verbs if they argugated in person

and number.

In English, whether a noun is the subject or tirectl object of a
sentence, its form is constant, i.e., it remainshanged. In Latin however,
this is not the case because the form of a given woa sentence depends
on its syntactic function in the sentence. In otherds, the form of a
noun as the subject of the sentence will be diffefeom its form as

object.

The word for house in Latin has these differentris.
Singular Plural

Nominative (subject) domus domi#
Accusative (object) domum domi#s
Dative (indirect object) | domo# domi#s
Genetive domi# domo#rum
Vocative (case of address) domus domi#s
Ablative (instrument with domo# domi#s
which something is done

The word for ‘girl’ has these different forms intira

Singular Plural
Nominative puella puellae
Accusative puellam puelta
Dative puellae puellis
Genitive puellae puellarum
Vocative puella puellae
Ablative puella puellis

The word ‘house’ has these different forms in Tsinki

Singular Plural
Nominative ev evler
Accusative evi evleri
Dative evin evlerin
Genitive eve evlere

14



Vocative evde evlerde
Ablative evden evlerden

There will be no justification whatever for usingorphological
criteria for syntactic classification of words imglish since there is no
evidence that the language makes extensive usaflettion. In other
words, English makes very little use of inflectias is found in plural and
past tense formations unlike Latin, Greek or Gernvamch make more
widespread use of inflection. It is observed, teaen English uses
inflections more widely with verbs. Some examplesstated below.

go going went gone

is was

are  were

be being been

has have had
The picture we have is one in which morphologia#teda can be more
validly used in a language that makes extensiveotig#eflection, i.e., if a
language does not use inflection extensively, iggally not possible to
determine the class of word to which any word iat ttatnguage belongs
by mere examination of its form.

Some other ways of using the morphological catérave to do wth
the number of syllables in-a word and whether asopant or a vowel
begins a word. Some traditional grammarians in Naruanguage
employed these criteria in classifying words. Feamaple, a noun is
defined as a word that has more than a syllabletiadusually begins
with a vowel, except loan words. A verb is definesl a word that is
always monosyllabic and begins with a consonantsitier the examples
below.

Nouns ilé ‘house’

o.Jmol] ‘child’

aya ‘wife’

ol 1kor’ ‘husband’
lyawo ‘wife’

Ibadan (name of a city)

15



Verbs: jel] ‘toeat’
ra ‘to buy’
sun  ‘to sleep’
wa ‘to come’
ri ‘to see’
gbd In ‘to be wise’
However, there are many nouns that are not loansvtrat begin with a
consonant in Yoruba. Some of them are listed below.
Baba ‘father’
Kol ko roll  ‘key
patako ‘plank’
babalawo ‘herbalist’

There are also many other verbs that are polysyllaist as there many
other word-classes in Yoruba that begin with a ooast. Verbs with
more than one syllable are:

padé ‘to meet’

jokod  ‘to sit’

tobi  ‘to be big’

dara ‘to be good’
other word-classes with one syllable

Pronoun:

mo ‘I’

yin ‘you (pl)

re] ‘him/her/it

Summary

Inthis lecture, | explained the morphological eria in the
classification of words. The criteria classify werbdased on inflectior).
Inflection is only widespread in languages suchLasn, Greek and
German, while languages such as English do not resiensive use 0
inflection. In this connection, the morphologicaiteria will not be able
to classify words in languages such as English.cFieria also classify
words based on the number of syllables and the dfs®und, whethe|
consonant or vowel, that begins a word.

16
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Post-Test

1. Explain the morphological criteria and how the enid can be
employed in the classification of words in yourdaage.

2. Discuss the shortcomings of the morphological gete

References
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LECTURE FIVE

Functional Criteria

Introduction

In this lecture, | shall discuss the third critereanployed in the
classification of words into groups. Functionalteria are generally
regarded as the most useful of all the criterish&ll show how these
criteria are employed and also discuss their mestr notional criteria
and morphological criteria.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should able to:

1. explain how functional criteria are used in thesslfication of
words into groups;and

2. say the advantages of the criteria over others.

Pre-Test

1. Examine some sentences in your language. What dideshe
words in these sentences play?

2. Is it possible to employ the diagnostic frameshia tdentification
of words in your language? Give examples of howdahis.

3. What are the shortcomings of diagnostic frame as gmploy
them in your language in (2) above?

18



CONTENT
Functional criteria

Functional criteria are generally regarded as tlostmseful of the three
criteria in classifying words. This is because tldeynot involve the same
kinds of problems as the other two. In other wotley do not display the
vagueness associated with notional criteria, nedbethey show evidence
of inapplicability to all cases as is the case withrphological criteria.
Functional criteria basically relate to the way dsare used in sentences.
Consider the following sentences.

1 a. Labelthe tips
b. Give me the label

2 a. Water the flower
b. Pass me some water
c. Here is the water jar

Label in (1a) is a verb, but a noun in (1b) Wasea verb in (2a), a noun in
(2b) and a qualifier in (2c) performing adjectivahction.

Most traditional grammarians rely largely on noab criteria for the
determination of word-classes. However, functiadéria are sometimes
used alongside notional ones. For example, thenitlefis provided for
adjective and pronoun in traditional grammar carcdmpared with those
provided for noun and verb. An adjective is the dvased to qualify a
noun. A pronoun-is a word used instead or in pt#fca noun. These two
definitions fall back on the idea of function oreusther than the meaning
associated with the particular words, whereasd#fmitions for noun and
verb are purely notional definitions.

Diagnostic frames

Diagnostic frames represent another dimension oftfonal criteria.
These are frames or structures set up for theifaetiton of word-classes.
An example of the diagnostic frame is given in (3)
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3. The was good

The frame would opine that any word that can megualty function in
the empty sloth in (3) must be a noun.

Similar frames can be provided for the identifioatof verb as in (4)

4. TheN the N

Any word that can meaningfully occur in the dasstlsimust be a verb as
in (5)

5. The man sauhe boy
Some inadequacies of diagnostic frames:

These are some problems which suggest that thesee$r are not
adequate. For instance, some words will be rulgdirothe frames used
for identifying nouns mainly because of the problemnnected with
concord or agreement. This is why the sentenc8)irs (lliformed.

6. *The boys was good

No agreement betwedsoys which is plural and the verwas which is
singular. Concord demands that a singular verb ardy be associated
with a singular noun subject and vice versa.

Proper names and pronouns will also be ruled 6uhe diagnostic
frame since they cannot co-occur with the artisléna(7a) and (7b)

7. a. “The John was good
b. *The | was good

8. a. John was good
b. I was good

The sentence in (7a) will only be grammatical ir@gal occasion. A noun
like evil cannot feature in the frame because the reswdgntence will be
semantically anomalous since it will involve a gadiction in term.
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9. *Evil was good

All of these facts show us that there are co-oerwo® restrictions which
usually determine the actual word that can featungarticular sentences.
It is co-occurrence restriction that account foe thformedness of these
sentences.

10. a. *John ate his house

b. *John drank the stone
These restrictions are called selectional restristi They are important
since not every noun can occur in just any senteniteany verb and vice

versa. Sometimes the problem centres around thealemeaning of an
item since such meaning determines the meaningeadéntence.

11. The park spoke loudly and authoritatively

At other times, lexical items do not always perfotimeir identificatory
function.

12. a. Mymother’s property
b. Thepublic service
c. Aprivate club

We could say that the highighted items in (12a)&ite nouns while the
one in (12c) is an adjective. To claim that diagitoBames can clearly
differentiate word-class entirely in term of st position would be
overreacting to the earlier total reliance on thesgly inadequate notional
criteria.

Summary
I had explained the functional criteria in thistlege. The criteria have to
do with the function or the use of the word in anteace. | alsc
discussed extensively the diagnostic frame and dhrouout its
shortcomings. One of these shortcomings is theicgshs of words
when they co-occur in a sentence.
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Post-Test
1. Examine some sentences in your language. What dideshe
words in these sentences play?
2. Is it possible to employ the diagnostic frameshia tdentification
of words in your language? Give examples of howddahis.
3. What are the shortcomings of diagnostic frame as gmploy
them in your language in (2) above?
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LECTURE FIVE

Word-Classes in Relation to Deep Structure

Introduction

This lecture discusses two aspects in relation dodwelasses. These are
the two types of word-classes and the close relghip between verbs and
some adjectives in language. | shall explain tlferdinces between major
and minor word-classes and show that some adjsci@atually have
verbal properties in their deep structure level.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should able to:
1. identify the two principal types of word-classesda
2. relate word-classes to deep structures.

Pre-Test

1. With examples from your language, make a distimcti@tween
major word-classes and minor word-classes.

2. Give ten examples each of full words and empty ward your
language.

3. ‘What is deep structure? Explain, with examples frgour
language, the differences between the order inlwivards occur
and the underlying level.
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CONTENT

Types of word-classes

Word-classes, traditionally referred to as partsmpéech, can be divided
into two principal types. These are the major wdasses and the minor
word-classes.

Major word-classes

Major word-classes are those who usually have eifspeneaning, that is,
independent of whatever grammatical function they fae performing in
particular sentences. These are Nouns, Verbs, thgscand Adverbs.
They are words with lexical meaning.

Minor word-classes

Minor word-classes are those who have only gransadatheaning and no
independent meaning of their own. They include gs&jns/postpositions,
pronouns, interjections and conjunctions.

Full and empty words

The distinction between major and minor word-clasie basically the
same as the distinction that is sometimes madedeetviull and empty
words. Words with lexical meanings are full wordhkile those without
lexical meanings, but only have grammatical meamniage called empty
words. The lexical meaning of the word is usualippvded in the
dictionary or lexicon associated with the grammértle appropriate
language. The grammatical meaning has to do wéh th

1. distinction between objects and subjects of a serte

2. opposition of definiteness (i.e. the distinctiortviieen definite and
non definite), tense and number; and

3. differences such as the one between statementsstians
imperatives, etc.

Grammatical meaning deals with the meaning of gnatical items,
grammatical functions such as subject, object, fresdand whatever
meaning may be associated with notions like detilarasubjunctive,
interrogative and imperative. Words like man, bgyl are said to have
lexical meanings because they can have ascribéddeto some defined
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meaning irrespective of whether in particular seoés they are

functioning as objects, subjects or modifiers. Ardvbke he, serves as the
third person singular masculine subject pronouhag no other meaning
in any sentence.

Deep and surface structures

One of the fundamental distinctions in contemporgrgmmar is the
distinction between deep structure and surfacectstre. Let us examine
the examples below.

1. a. The beautiful girl built a house

b. The girl who is beautiful built a house

2. a. John killed the snake
b. The snake was killed by John

The two sentences in (1) are similar, so also tlwg2). The ones in (1)
both have a subject and a direct object. But tlreydéferent in the sense
that (1a) has a subject noun qualified by an adgavhile (1b) has a
subject noun qualified by a relative clause.

The difference between them can be shown to rétatbeir surface
structure (the order in which words occur). Thisxates that we can
postulate another level of analysis at which the s@ntences can be said
to be identical. That level is the deep structexel.

3. The girl[The girl is beautiful] build + past@use

S S
Because of the relationship between the interpoetaif relative clauses
and comparable sentences with adjective, linguasts them as deriving
from the same source. The surface structure dadistie final output of
the process by which sentences are derived, whéheadeep structure
deals with the underlying structure. For examgie, $entence in (4a) is a
short form of (4b) which belongs to the deep strret

4. a. Bill is more intelligent than John
b. Bill is more intelligent than John is intellige

25



Any theory of word-classes that is intended to havgeneral application
(across languages) must be able to define such-glasdes as elements of
deep structure rather than surface structure. dbak at these sentences
in (5)

5. a. Mary dances
b. Mary cooks fish
c. Mary is beautiful
d. Mary is a child

A close examination of the above sentences rewthatsa verb can
tolerate a following noun object or a complementghscomplement can
either be an adjective or a noun. The verb mayroeghout the following
noun. In (5c)beautiful is the predicative item where an adjective occurs
after a copulai$) which is a linking verb.

Suppose we look at the same sentences in termsepf and surface
structures, we will discover that where adjectivews is the one with a
copula with just two elements in the deep strucasre below.

6. a. S /\ b. S /\

NP VI NP VI
Mary danes Mary beautifu
-adj +adj

Verbs and adjectives: similarities and differences

Our discussion so far reveals that verbs and adgscare related, at least
at the deep structure level. | shall highlight soofe¢he similarities and
differences between them.

Differences
» verbs (in English) can be inflected for tense, eiilje cannot
* when a verb is used to qualify a noun, it usualings about a
change in its form.
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7 a. The girl dances
b. The dancing girl
In the case of adjective, no such changes is reguir

8 a. The girl is beautiful
b. The beautiful girl

Similarities
A number of sentences involving verbs have paragsrainvolving
adjectives
9 a. Iregretthat x

b. 1 am sorry that x

c. I desire that x

d. 1 am desirous of x
There are also indications of similarities betweefectives and verbs in
deep structure.

10 a. Ilike John
b. I am fond of John
c. I fear rain
d. | am afraid /scared of rain
e. My fear of rain

Note that (10e) involves the nominal form of thebverhich necessitates
the use of ‘of like the adjectives in (10b) and0d)l. Examine the
sentences below.

11 -a. *I fond John
b. I am fond of John

(11a) is the underlying form of (11b), it can bengared with (10c), they

are structurally similar. We can say that (11bjlesived by a process of

‘be’ insertion followed by the insertion @if' at the appropriate place.
Adjective and verbs are subject to similar sébectestriction so
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that we can say that we have transitive verbs réngiired the following
NP, there are also adjectives that are transitive.

In (10a), like is a transitive verb, in (10bfpond is a ‘transitive’
adjective. By the same token, verbs likerk, sheepand adjectives like
alive, goodare intransitive in that they do not tolerate fislowing NP.

Summary
| explained the differences between major words#asand mino
word-classes. While the former have lexical meanthg latter have
only grammatical meaning. Words with lexical megnare referred t
as full words while those with only grammatical mieg are calleg
empty words. Nouns, verbs, adjectives and advesbfull words while
prepositions/postpositions, pronouns, conjunctionterjections are
empty words. | went on to explain the surface stm& which deals
with final output of the process by which sentenaesderived; and the
D

-

174
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deep structure which is the underlying structurealfy, | discussed thg
verb and the adjective and brought out the diffeesnand similarities
between them.

Post-Test

1. With examples from your language, make a distimcti@tween
major word-classes and minor word-classes.

2. Give ten examples each of full words and empty ward your
language.

3. What is deep structure? Explain, with examples frgour
language, the differences between the order inlwiiords occur
and the underlying level.
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LECTURE SEVEN

Subject and Predicate

Introduction

In this lecture, | shall explain the two major ctiugents of the sentence.
There are the subject and the predicate. As obligahs these two
constituents seem to be in a sentence, | shall ieeawther sentences
where they are not found and the implications chsomission.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. identify the subject and the predicate of the segand,;

2. explain the structure of sentences which do noeteaw of these
obligatory constituents of the sentence.

Pre-Test
1. a What is the subject of the sentence?
b. What is the predicate of the sentence?

2. Examine the role of the verb in the selection & $libject of the
sentence in your language.

3. Explain, with examples from your language, the tergativity.
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CONTENT
Subject and predicate

Whichever way we look at grammar, every simple @etive sentence is
usually subdivided into a subject and a predic@le sentence may also
contain an adjunct or adjuncts. Such adjuncts atmlly considered as
structurally dispensable or optional constituentsiclv may be deleted
without any serious effect on the rest of the ser#e The subject and
predicate, therefore, represent the nucleus of sietence while the
adjuncts are extra nuclea constituents.

1. A man wrote that nonsense letter

In (1) A man is the subjectwrote that nonsense letteris the predicate.

However, the division into subject and predicataissially only true of

major sentence types as against minor sentencesr Mentences types
are the following.

* Vocative e.g. “John” “Mary” to call attention of gerson. Such
vocatives cannot be divided

* Aphorism e.g. the more the merrier (a maxim)

» Fragments that complete answers to questions re.gnswer to a
guestion such as “where are you going?”, one caiplgi say
“Home” or “Lagos”. This cannot be divided into sebj and
predicate. Note that “Home” means “I'm going home”.

» Sentences with no subject as in imperatives.

Note that the classification into major and minentence-types is only in
cognisance of surface structure facts. In the elamere “Home” is

uttered in answer to a particular question, “Honsethe reduced form of
‘I am going home”. By the same token the aphorisime “more the

merrier” can be shown to be the reduced form oé “thore we are, the
merrier we shall be”. In addition, imperatives davé subjects in deep
structure. This fact is clear in utterances suc{2abelow.

2. Get out! Will you?

In (2) above, the tag question repeats the sulpécthe preceeding
sentence. The division of the sentence into sulgadt predicate makes
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two basic assumptions. Subjects and predicatesesrteal notions which
are actually what is meant by describing them adean constituent of a
sentence.

3. John killed Bill in central park on Sunday
subject predicate
Note that the predicate in (3) contains two adjsnct
“in central park” — a place adjunct
on Sunday - atime

Also note, in connection with (3), that it is pdssito have the following
sentences in (4) as correct and acceptable sesteh&mglish.

4 a. John killed Bill
b. John killed Bill on Sunday
c. John killed Bill in central park
But the next set of sentences are not acceptable.

5 a. *killed Bill - no subject
b. John on Sunday - no predicate (verb)
*killed Bill may be grammatical but not acceptalBecause acceptability

goes beyond the simple rules of grammar that is tiveysentence below is
unacceptable.

6. John’s dead father arrived on Sunday

The subject NP that is [-animate] cannot arrivee Terb determines the
noun it takes or selects as subject, that is wivera like “laugh’ only
selects nouns that are[+animate] as subjects. Vdhanimate] noun is
the subject of laugh, the meaning of that noun dslifred to [+animate]
and not that of the verb. The noun is modifiedhi@ interpretive process.

7. Table laughed

Another basic assumption of the division into sabpnd predicate is that
noun object and the verb constitute one unit asosgp to subject that
represents one unit.
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8 a. John killed the dog
b. What did John do?

In (8b),what anddo represent the action i.e. the verb and its ohbjeéa
(killed the dog).

Semantic intepretation of subject and predicate

Some linguists usually equates the subject of #dmtesice with the topic,
while the predicated is equated with the commehe fopic is what is
being talked about and the comment represents whsaid about the
topic. Therefore, the subject is what is talkedwlend the predicate is
what is said about the subject.

9 a. Johnran away
b. John promised Mary a gold ring

In (9a), John, the subject is what is talked about, hence tipictoan
away is what is said about John, hence the comment.irB(@b), three
things are being talked about: John, Mary and d gob.

There is some degree of vagueness in relatingesubp topic and
predicate to comment. Note also that where theseréversal of the usual
word order as in the sentence in (10), part optieelicate may become the
topic and the subject may end up as part of thencemh

10. That new book by Mary, I haven’t read
predicate subject predicate
(I haven't read that new bdxgkMary)

There are many ways in which the topic of a sereran be isolated and
highlighted. This is what we have in (10) via theqess of focus, which
in that sentence, draws attention to the directabwhich under normal
circumstances, is part of the predicate. Consigeudsing in the below.

11.-a. Mojel isilu
| eat yam
‘| ate yam’

b. Emini 06 je isiu
I  foc trace eatyam
‘I was the one that ate yam’
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c. Jijel ni mo jelisliu
eating foc | eat yam
‘It is the fact that | ate yam’

d. IsTu ni mo je’
yam foc | eat
‘It was yam that | ate’

We can also talk of topicalization; this is the eersion of a particular
part of the sentence into a topic as in (12).

12 a. John ate rice
b. Rice, John ate it

13 a. Ojo jel irelsi
Ojo eat rice
“Ojo ate rice”

b. IreCsi, Oj6 je1 &
rice Ojo eat it
“Rice, Ojo ate it”.

Ergativity

The term ergativity is used to refer to the relagioip between the subject
of an intransitive verb and the direct object & tdorresponding transitive
verb. When the subject of the intransitive verbdmees the object of the
transitive verb, we take of the relationship ofatigty. Examples are in

the sentences below.

14. a. John opened the door
b. The door opened

15. a. Oj6 fé awo Ania
Ojo break plate Aina
“Ojo broke Aina’s plate”.
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b. Awo Aina fG]
plate Aina break
“Aina’s plate broke”

Subject of Passive Sentences
16. a. John killed Bill
b. Bill was killed by John

In the two sentences in (16), John representsrttity ¢hat did the killing,

therefore, John is the logical subject in the twotences. Bill in (16b)
only a grammatical subject, the logical subjectdlan. A logical subject

is
of

any sentence is the subject in the underlying siracor deep structure

before the transformational rules deriving surfsicactures are applied.

Passive sentences, therefore, bring out mostlgl¢ae difference
between grammatical and logical subjects. Note that grammatical
subject of a passive sentence is the direct obfe¢he corresponding

active sentence, while the logical subject of tlasspve is the origin
subject of the appropriate active sentence.

al

Summary

The focus of this lecture was the subject and tieelipate. | explaine
that they are the two constituents of the senténaeare obligatory.

gave examples of minor sentence-types which mayhaeé¢ subject o
predicate. But a close examination of these tyfesentences reveale
that they all have subject and predicate at the d&ecture. | explaine

subject and predicate. But further examples ofesergs reveal that th
idea of topic and comment cannot be equated teesubnd predicate.
examined ergative and passive structures to furtiete a distinctior

the term topic and comment which some linguistsagguo be the

——¢
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between subject and predicate.

Post-Test
1. a. What is the subject of the sentence?
b. What is the predicate of the sentence?

2. Examine the role of the verb in the selection & slibject of the

sentence in your language.
3. Explain, with examples from your language, the tergativity.
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LECTURE EIGHT

Adjunct, Transitivity and Intransitivity

Introduction

| shall conclude our discussion of the constituesitghe sentence by
examining adjuncts. | shall also discuss the temansitivity and
intransitivity which are terms used on the verb.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:

1. give a clear explanation of what an adjunct is im&arious types;
and

2. make a distinction between transitive and intravssitverbs in
language.

Pre-Test
1. What is an adjunct?

2. With examples from your language, show the diffeemnbetween
an-adjunct and a complement.

3. Examine the claim that the direct object is thdesef of an action.

CONTENT
Adjunct

Adjunct usually refers to adverbial modifiers ofeckind or the other, e.g.
adverb, adverbial phrase or adverbial clause. Ticadilly, such modifiers
are subdivided in term of modification that theytraduced into the
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sentence so that we have adverbs of time, placpope, result, condition,
manner, reason, etc.

1 a. Hedid ifor the sake of his family— reason
b. He will comef she allows him— condition
c. | will comeat 30’clock — time
d. She put it togethdrastily — manner

The label that is put on the adjunct is a directcfion of the meaning
conveyed by the adjunct. There is usually a difbncmade between
adjuncts and complements.

Adjuncts and Complements

Adjuncts are defined as detachable extra neuclesstitwents while
complements are seen as obligatory constituents.

2. John killed Bill inCentral Park on Sunday
place time

The highlighted in (2) are adjuncts of place aimget They can be
detached leaving (2) to become (3).

3. John killed Bill

The sentence in (3) is still meaningful even thoitgdoes not specify

where and when the killing took place. Therefofayeé say that adjuncts
are extra or non-nuclear constituents of the sesteme mean that they do
not have to feature in any sentence. A sentendeighaade up of the
subject and adjunct without the verb is not medningvhereas a structure
with a subject and a predicate (i.e. a verb folldveg an optional direct
object) but without an adjunct would be meaningf@onsider the

sentences in (4).

4 a. He camen Sunday- adjunct of time

b. He tookhe book— complement
c. He isclever— complement
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Any form that is optional in (4) and similar senten is an adjunct, any
obligatory part of the predicate apart from thebviera complement. In the
sentences below, the underlined are complementsatratjuncts.

5 a. The parade was on Sunday
b. The parade was in Central Park

The reason why those underlined are complementsedsto the
nature of the verb in those sentences. Thereftre, quesiton as to
whether a particular form is an adjunct or a comma@et can only be
determined by reference to the verb in the appatgrsentence. That is
why the underlined in (6) are adjuncts and not dempnts as they are in

(5).

6 a. The parade took place on Sunday

b. The parade took place_in Central Park
A careful examination of (6) and (5) brings up thet that the decision as
to whether a constituent is a complement or anratljmust be seen as
being tied to a kind of verb in a sentence. In @adl (5), complements
(underlined) have been employed in relation to mamior adjectival
expressions which combine with the ‘copula’.

Transitivity and Intransitivity

Transitivity suggests a situation in which the effe of the action
expressed by a verb pass over from the performagent to the entity
affected by the action. This view has given riséh®traditional definition
of the direct object as representing the entity timalergoes an action.

However, we need to examine the appropriatenesgsodiefinition.

7. -a. John bought a book
b. John opened the door

There is little doubt that the action of buyingeaffs the book just like the
action of opening affects the door. It is therefarsense in which the
direct objects in these sentences can be saightesent an affected entity.
But consider the sentences in (8).
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8. a. I'heard him

b. I saw him
The himin (8a) represents the entity that does the spgakihile the_|I
does the hearing. In that situation, it would appkat it is the subject that
represents the entity that is actually affectedthy action of the entity
described as the direct object. The same pointbeamade with a slight
modification about (8b) where we find that the gntiepresented by |
experiences the seeing. Now, consider (9).

9. a. John suffers pains
b. John fears the man

In (9a), John experiences the pain in questionhendlone can be said to
be an affected entity in the situation describad9b), John is the one that
experiences fear and can therefore be said toéaftacted of what the
verb referred to. The sentences in (9) raise sermubt as to the validity
of seeing a direct object as the “sufferer of aroat.

One test which has been proposed for identifying tirect object is
the passive test. The idea is that if a sentenoebeaconverted into a
passive sentence, then it must involve a true doleject.

10 a. John plays football
b. John plays the piano

11 a. Footballis played by John
b. The piano is played by John

Summary

In this lecture, | discussed adjuncts, complemetramsitivity and
intransitivity. The various types of adjuncts witkgards to theif
functions were discussed. | also explained theoapti nature of
adjuncts to contrast the obligatoriness of complema the predicate.
went ahead to discuss transitivity and | showea@rbjethat there is ¢
serious doubt as to the validity of the claim ttieg direct object of th
verb should be referred to as the sufferer of diomc

D&
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Post-Test
1. What is an adjunct?

2. With examples from your language, show the diffeemnbetween
an adjunct and a complement.

3. Examine the claim that the direct object is thdesef of an action.
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LECTURE NINE

The Concept of Case

Introduction

Case is a grammatical category that is found innthen. In this lecture |
shall discuss both the surface realisation andiéiep structure properties
of case.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. explain clearly the concept of case as a phenomérains in all
languages;
2. understand how case features in different languages
3. make a distinction between inflection and case.

Pre-Test
1. Draw a distinction between case and inflection

2. Give examples of the following in your language: efg
Instruments, Experiential, Factitive, Locative dDljective cases.

CONTENT
Case and Inflection

Traditionally, case is considered to be a matteinfiéction. The reason
being that in languages such as Latin, Greek ard &erman, nouns are
declined for cases. In Latin we have the followidifferent forms for

‘girl’.
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1. Singular Plural

Nominative puella puellae
Accusative puellam puellas
Dative puellae puellis
Genitive puellae puellarum
Vocative puella puellae
Ablative puella puellis

Languages such as Latin and others have a numlmses, usually six.
The cases are determined by the inflection of thennWhen case shows
up as inflection form, it becomes a purely surfpbenomenon typical of
some languages but not of others. The problemithdetermining where
languages that do not make widespread use of tidffedit into the
scheme of things. It is known that in all languagdsich either make use
of inflection or not, certain grammatical functiohave to be expressed.
Consider the Latin sentence in (2).

2. Nauta puellam amat
sailor(nom) girl (acc) love
“The sailor loves the girl”.
The corresponding English of (2) is given in (3)

3. The sailor loves the girl

The NP before the verb in (3) expresses the stigefuinction while
the one after the verb expresses the objectivetimclt is possible to
argue that, whereas all languages have such funsctas subject and
object, whether direct or indirect, not all langaadnave case.

There is, however, evidence that functions sucbuagect and object
may be expressed in different ways. Thus in Ldtmese functions are
expressed by specific case forms, in English threyfanctions of word
order of structural position. Note however, that fiodirect objects in
English, one can argue as follows: whereas it issipbe to have the
sentence in (4a), we can’t have that of 4b.
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4 a. |l gave it him
b. *I gave him it

Note that it is possible to have (4c)
c. I gave him a book

The comparison of the acceptability or otherwise¢haf sentences in (4)
suggests that whereas in English, functions suckuagect, direct and

indirect objects are usually determined by syntgotisition of appropriate

lexical item so that the direct object preceedsitid@rect, that fact raises
guestion as to the validity of using positionaltemia for defining such

grammatical functions. It will be quite valid togaie that since all cases
where the direct object preceeds indirect obje& eases involving

pronouns as direct object, therefore, the undeglyanm of (4a) is (4b) so

that we have a special rule that accounts for sarfarm.

It is well known that there have been instancesade system in
Latin, Greek, etc, which have been forced on laggaahat do not make
heavy use of inflections. As long as we start oifrf the position that case
is based on inflection, we will have to explaintttize only evidence of
case distinction in English is the opposition ofgessive/genitive and the
common unmarked case.

5. John’s will possessive/genitive case

It should be noted that there is a sense in whidnqun in English
constitute an exception. English pronoun show exddeof the survival of
a more elaborate case system so that in Englistewesay that:

| and we are nominative (subject)
me and us are accusative (direct object)
mine and our — genitive (possessive)

These are the three possibilities in case as far@suns are concerned in
English.

Case as deep structure category

There are linguists who see case as not an irdglegitiform but as a deep
structure category. That position is based on ttepgsal by Charles
Fillmore outlined in his article “The case for cagE968). He argues that
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grammatical functions such as subject and objectarface phenomenon
because, according to him, sentences such as ésaro(b).

6. a. The door opened
b. The man opened the door
c. The key opened the door

The semantically relevant situation is the one ketwthe subject and
object in those sentences. In the more normal anthwn analysis, “the
door” is the subject in (6a), whereas, in (6b) &), “the maih and “the
key' are the subjects respectively, while, “the doisrthe direct object.
Fillmore insists that the idea of subject and dbges not really capture
the significant semantic relationships in thosetesgzes. A meaningful
attempt to capture such relationship will havedoept that in each of the
sentences in (6), the dooepresents the entity affected by the events
described as in (7).

7. The man opened the door with the key.

A careful examinaton of (7) and its comparison w{8) shows that
irrespective of the notion of subject and objechatvis semantically
significant centres around a question as to

 who does what
* to whom or to what it is done
e with what is it‘done

Fillmore concludes that grammatical functions sashsubject and
object are purely superficial/surface phenomenackvido not highlight
the semantically relevant relationship in a sergenc

Case relations can be redefined such that caseldwoaver
semantically significant relations instead of tatkiabout case in term of
inflection. Fillmore proposes a new concept of ctset will embrace a
kind of semantic relationships that are in evideimcéhe four sentences
discussed in (6) and (7) above.

Defined in this way, case becomes a deep structtegory present
in all languages as opposed to the usual kind Bhiden which makes
case a non—universal category present only in laggs which make
widespread use of inflection.
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Fillmore proposes six cases

1. Agent the entity which is the animate instigator of action e.g.
John in (8)
8. John opened the door

2. Instrument: the inanimate form or object involved in the antie.qg.
key in (9)
9. The key opened the door

3. Experiential: animate being affected by an event or action &fn
in (10)
10. John died

4. Factitive: object or being resulting from the action evenstate e.g.
‘a house’ in (11)
11. He built a house

5. Locative: location or spacious orientation of a state, évenaction
e.g. to Lagosnd_in Sokoton (12a) and (12b)

12a. To Lagos he went
b. Itis hot in Sokoto
6. Objective: inanimate entity affected by the action or s@scribed
in a sentence-“door” in (13) and “the house” in)(14
13. Door opens
14. He saw the house

As far as Fillmore is concerned, it is the semamntie of the noun in a
sentence that determines a case role or casedaragsigned to the noun.

Summary

In this lecture, | started by examining case asa#tan of inflection anc
gave examples of the various case systems in LBRyinooking at cas¢
in this way, some languages which do not make widesl use o
inflection are excluded. Case will be a surface npimeenon as
inflectional properties of the noun. | also dis@tsscase as a de¢
structure category as proposed in Fillmore (1968)this way, case
relations are redefined such that case would coemantically
significant relations instead of talking about caseéerm of inflection.
Case is now a deep structure category present iarguages. | als
explained the six cases proposed by Fillmore. Thase agent
instrument, experiential, factitive, locative argextive.

D— (D= 0—=

|}
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Post-Test
1. Draw a distinction between case and inflection

2. Give examples of the following in your language: efy
Instruments, Experiental, Factitive, Locative arngdgtive cases.
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LECTURE TEN

Gender, Person and Number

Introduction

Other grammatical categories have been identifiedanguage. In this
lecture, | shall discuss and explain three of scategories. These are
gender, person and number.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. identity the gramatical categories of gender, nundrel person;
and

2. explain the three grammatical categories as theyifes in
language in general and in your language in pdaticu

Pre-Test
1. Whatis gender?
2. Make a distinction between gender and sex (aatefemale) in
your language.
3. Discuss the category person in your language.
4. How does your language make a distinction batvege and more
than one? Explain with examples.
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CONTENT
Gender

Gender is assumed to have to do with male or femal@vidence from a
wide variety of languages show that it is a granicaitcategory that is
present in a number of languages in different wayse term gender
derives from a general word meaning ‘class’ or ¢kinNouns are
classified into genders in order to account for wigtinct phenomenon:
pronominal reference and adjectival concord (agesgm

In Greek, Latin, Russian, German, French, Itatiad Spanish, nouns
are classified into two genders — masculine andirfie®. In swabhili,
nouns are classified into at least six genders.d&eplays a relatively
minor part in the grammar of English, the referen€¢he pronouns he
she it is determined by what is referred to as naturatdge i.e.
classification of persons and objects as male, ierainanimate.

The recognition of gender as a grammatical categ®rlogically
independent of any particular semantic associatibat might be
established between the gender of a noun and tlgsigah or other
properties of the persons or objects denoted kynthian. For example, in
French, the masculine/feminine distinction groupgether animate and
inanimate objects as the following examples show.

1 a. legarcon - the boy
b. le livre - the book
c. lejardin - the garden
2 a. lafemme - the woman
b. la manson - the house
c. latable - the table

What makes_bookand garden “malémasculine and _houseable
feminine/female? Some people say that in Englishlemfemale and
neuter are realizations of gender such that athaté male nouns are male
gender, animate female nouns are female gendealainthnimate nouns
are neutre. However, there are a number of casesewthat appear to be
the rule is not actually kept. This will be the eashere_shes used to
refer to a country or a vessel as in (3).
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3 a. She sails — reference to a ship
b. Nigeria and her neighbours

Such examples in (3) indicate that even in Engltble, arbitrariness of
gender is not completely unknown.

Another evidence to support the claim that gensl@rbitrary has to
do with the fact that there are languages wheradinge words are used to
cover male and female entities. For example in iBhglTeacheican be
male or female, so also is Doctor, Lecturer, Pse®tc. If gender were
not arbitrary, male and female entities will not dmvered by the same
term.

There are languages in which what linguists careid to be a gender
distinction has nothing to do with sex and animassn but simply
determined by class prefixes. This is the case \W@#mahili. In such
languages, every noun requires a particular elemeuially a suffix, to
mark agreement in a sentence. Below are examp&waili.

mtu  ‘person’ watu  ‘people’
Kisu  ‘knife’ visu  ‘knives’
mti ‘tree’ miti  ‘trees’
nchi  ‘country’ nchi  ‘countries’
juwe ‘stone’ mawe ‘stones’
udevu ‘single hair of beard’ ndevu ‘beard’

Person

The grammatical category person is probably befstetk by reference to

the role of participants in a speech situation.sTthe first person usually
refers to the speaker, the 2nd person — the hearaddressee, the third
person refers to others in the speech situatioardttan the speaker and
hearer or addressee.

1% person plural - the speaker plus someone else
plural of second person - addressees or hearers
3% person plural - more than one person other than t

speaker and hearer

In effect, this means that ‘we’ could mean eithke tspeaker plus
addressee as is found in (1)
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1. We are late, let us go

or it could mean the speaker plus some person diem the
addressee as in (2)

2.  We came to your house last week
where “yout is the addressee.

When “wé€ refers to the speaker plus the addressees ierim fwe
inclusive” in the sense that it included the addressee, \@ahavbere “we
exclude the addressee but includes some othernsgrigas termed We
exclusive.

There are languages where there is no overt rgaoyrof what is
usually described as™3person. In such languages® Person simply
means absence of the marker normally associatédittind 2¢ persons.

There is a little misnormer in the way we handtenbinations of
person and number. For example, eamnot be described as the plural of
‘I in the same sense in which bogan be said to be the plural of bget
we describe we as first person plural in oppositmn which is the first
person singular. Thougle includes a reference toand it is plural, its
plurality derives from the fact that we interpreted as plus one or more
other persons, the other persons may or may naidecthe hearer or
addressee and that is in fact, the basis for #tendtion made between we
inclusiveand_we exclusive

The category person is usually associated witmguos because
these are the items normally used to define ppéiti roles in the
sentence. The most common form is the six persatesy found in
French, Yoruba and a lot of other languages. Itampare the system in
such languages with the system in English, we tivad English has a five
person system.

French

singular plural
1% Je Nous
2" Tu Vous
39 lEle lls/Elles
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Yoruba

singular plural
1% Mo A
2 0 =8
34 0 Waon
English

singular plural
(A We
2" You You

39 He/She/lt  They
The distinction between 2nd person singular afitig@rson plural is
neutralized in English.

Person form ranges in actual realization from @ fperson to five
person one to a six person form. The four persom fig illustrated in
Korean with the equivalence of I, Thou, We and t&h no difference
between_thouand yoy He and They and Youand They so that it is
difficult to tell the singular/plural in second atidrd persons.

Languages that have a large number of person foasuslly have
dual or trial form or both, in addition to we exsive and we inclusiveln
Bamileke (in Cameroon), the we exclusive and the im@usive are
expressed by a combination of the following:

| - baRg we inclusive - b&g —u
You - u we exclusive — Bg) je
He - je

dual - speaker plus one other hearer

trial - speaker plus two hearers

plural — plural + dual

In a number of languages, the addressee can bge@fto in the

singular or plural like in Yorubd. It depends ore tegree of itimacy,
especially when one is meeting a person for tist fiime. For example, in
French, the use of Tand_Vousfor the addressee depends on familiarity
and intimacy. In Yorubag andel] are used in term of respect, seniority
and age.
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Number

The most common manifestation of the category_omlmer is the
distinction between singulaand plural(boy — boys), which is found in
many languages all over the world. This distinctobearly rests upon the
recognition of persons, animals and objects whaxh lse enumerated (as
one or more than one) and referred to, individualtycollectively, by
means of nouns. Number is therefore a categoryeohoun.

Not all languages have a grammatical categoryuailyer. In Chinese
and Vietnamese, the distinction between, for examplwrote a letter’
and ‘I wrote some letters’ can be made, if necgssby means of a
numeral or a word meaning ‘several’, but it may dgually well left
unexpressed. This is also applicable to Yoruba.e©tanguages (e.g.
classical Greek, Sanskerit, and certain Slavomiguages) have a dual, in
addition to a singular and plural. The dual beirsgdito refer to two
objects. Fijian and a few other languages are tegdo have a trial (for
reference to three objects) as well as a singdiaal, and plural.

Summary
The grammatical categories of Gender, Person andbdu were the
focus of discussion in this lecture. In discussyegder, | explained that
the grammatical category is arbitrary in that is eothing to do with
male and female as evident in languages that makeof it. For
example, in French, tableas feminine (female) gender la tghiéhile
book has masculine (male) gender le livAdso, in Englishsheis used
to refer to a country as in Nigeria and her neighlgoyet there are
instances where the same word is used to cover arade female
entities, e.g. teacher.

The category person refer to the role of participan a speec
situation. Thus, we have th& 2"¢ and & persons, we inclusive and we
exclusive. | also discussed the category numbecwhias to do with th
distinction between singular and plural. Some laggs do not mak
this distinction, others have a dual and evenal torm in addition tg
the singular and plural forms.

-

11%

[}

Post-Test
1. What is gender?
2. Make a distinction between gender and sex (malefaméle) in
your language.
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3. Discuss the category person in your language.

4. How does your language make a distinction betweenamd more
than one? Explain with examples.
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LECTURE ELEVEN

Tense and Aspect

Introduction

The last of the grammatical categories to be dseulisare tense and
aspect. | shall explain each of these categorigsexamples.

Objective
At the end of this lecture, you should be abledintify and explain tense
and aspect.

Pre-Test
1. What is tense?
Identify the tense distinctions in your language
Why is tense referred to as a category commorn tarejuages?
What is aspect?
Make a distinction between perfective and impeivecaspect.

aprwDn

CONTENT
Tense

The essential characteristic of the category o$deis that it relates the
time, the action, event or state of affairs refén@ in the sentence to the
time of utterance. The term tenderives from the Latin translation of the
Greek word for time. The category ‘tense’ has toadlt time relations in
so far as these are expressed by systematic gracamaintrasts. Latin
and Greek have three such contrasts — past, prasdrfuture. From the
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situation in English, we know that tense distineicare morphologically
marked as in (1).

1 a. lwork
b. 1 will work
c. | worked

In okpe language, tense can be marked with thetiaddvf affixes as in
(2).
2 a. Mianya - ‘l work/go’

b. Minanya - ‘I will work/go’

c. Mi a nyari — ‘Il worked/went’

In Yoruba language, there is no tense marker ophadogical distinction
to mark tense as in (3).

3a. Omal ‘He knows/knew’

In English as seen in (1a) and (1c) above, thesecisange in verb form to
indicate present and past. For some linguists fibleretense exists in
those languages that mark tense as a morphologategory. But if we
say this, it will mean that tense is a feature @mihe languages and not
others. In (1) — (2) above, English andikpe'! mark tense. They are
related in term of tense while Yoruba as in (3)egslmot mark tense and
will be classified as tenseless.

However, Bull (1964) established three tense marker

4. TS (now)

past (before) O » future (after)

(TS = time of statement)

When an event is simultaneous with the time of kipgg it is the present;
event that takes place before the time of speakitige past; and that after
the time of speaking is the future. Speaking almagt events involve
recollection while future events involve anticipetiof what is to happen.

56



There is no justification for considering langusige@hich do not
indicate tense distinction morphologically as difest. Tense is common
to all languages, the operative system differs frmme language to the
other. All languages do not have to mark the sarsgndtion neither do
they have to use the same method to indicate tiagections.

Lyons (1968: 305) correctly observes that varicategorizations are
possible in tense distinctions. The time of stat@nwehich he calls the
theoretical zero point (the ‘now’ of utterance) ftigpe included with the
‘past’ or ‘future’ to yield, on the one hand, alditomy between ‘future’
and ‘non-future’ or on the other hand, a dichotobgtween ‘past’ and
‘non-past’.

For example, Yorub& language makes a distinctatwéen future and
non-future tenses as in the examples below.

5 a O md
he know ‘He knew/knows’

b.®0 maamd
he fut know ‘He will know'.

Aspect

The term ‘aspect’ (which is a translation of thesBian word vid) was first
used to refer to the distinction of ‘perfective’dahmperfective’ in the
inflection of verbs in Russian and other slavoaitguages.

Aspect, like tense, has to do with time, but aspistinctions deal
with the temporal distribution of an action, eventstate of affairs, rather
than with its location in time.

In English, there are the perfective aspect e.g.
| have read the book
| had read the book
progressive
| am/was reading the book
| will/would be reading the book
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habitual:
| used to read, | usually read, etc

There are some verbs, called stative velibsEnglish which do not
normally occur with progressive aspect. These dngkt know,
understand, hate, love, see, taste, feel, pos®assetc. These verbs refer
to a state of affairs, rather than to an actionéwor process. Since the
most common function of the progressive is to iathaduration, it is only
natural for stative verbs not to combine with theogoessive: the
implication of duration is already contained in tgeneral meaning of
these verbs.

Yoruba language has the following aspect disiimsi perfective,
progressive, habitual and neutral aspects.

progressive O n jel isiu

he prog eat yam ‘He is eating yam’
perfective: O ti jel islu

he perf. eat yam ‘He has eaten yam'.
habitual: O méa 1 jell istu

He hab. eat yam ‘He usually eats/ate yam'.
neutral: O jel isiu - no aspect marker

he eat yam ‘He eats/ate yam’

Summary
In this lecture, I discussed Tense and Aspect.danaknown that the
essential characteristic of the category Tenséas it relates the tim
the action, event or state of affairs referreditthie sentence to the time
of utterance. Every language has tense, there igustdication for
considering languages which do not indicate tengstindtion
morphologically as having no tense. The operatistesn differs from
one language to the other. All languages do noé tavmark the same
distinction neither do they have to use the samiodgeto indicate tens
distinctions. While Aspect, like Tense, has to dthwime, but aspeg
distinctions deals with the temporal distributioham action, event

state of affairs, rather than with its locationtime. This is why w
make a distinction between perfective and impesfecaspect. Th
perfective denotes a situation of completenessenttieé imperfectiv

(1)

=~
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has to do with incompleteness. It can denote agaang event or action
which is known as continuous or progressive; it e&so refer to an
event or action that takes place regularly or athabich is called the
habitual aspect.

Post-Test
1. What is tense?
Identify the tense distinctions in your language
Why is tense referred to as a category common tarejuages?
What is aspect?
Make a distinction between perfective and impeivechspect.

a e
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LECTURE TWELVE

The Sentence

Introduction

The sentence is the largest unit of grammar on lwhiguistic analysis
can be carried out. In this lecture, | shall becd$sing relations within a
sentences, therefore, | shall explain the phrageclause and the sentence
itself.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. identify phrases and clauses in sentences; and

2. identify various types of sentences in language @articularly of
your own language.

Pre-Test

1. What is a phrase? Give examples of the followingapés in your
language: Noun phrase, Verb phrase, Adjective phaasl Adverb
phrase.

2. Explain the types of clauses you know.
3. Give examples of the functions of the subordindéeise in your
language.
4. Explain the following with examples from your larage.
a. complex sentence
b. compound sentence
c. compound-complex sentence
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d. serial verbal construction

CONTENT
The phrase

A phrase is a group of words containing neitherjestttnor predicate and
it can act as a single part of speech or a worssakgthin a sentence. For
example, in the sentence below, the underlinediparphrase.

1. The silly little boyfailed woefully
The underlined part in (1) above can be replaced aivord as in (2).

2. Johnfailed woefully.
Therefore, the underlined words in (1) belong ®rlbun phrase.

Noun Phrase (NP)
A noun phrase performs the normal function of amioua sentence, e.g.

3. The young energetic bayt the loin’s share of the loot
subject object of eeb object of preposition

Verb Phrase (VP)
A verb phrase consists of the verb and its obje¢he main verb and its
anxiliaries, e.g.
4. He killed the goat
verb phrase
5. Lwill write
verb phrase

Adjective Phrase (AdjP or AP)
An adjective phrase modifies or qualifies a noua pronoun, e.g.

6. a. A.very intelligenboy
b. The extremely beautifigjirl
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Adverb Phrase (AdvP)

An adverb phrase modifies or qualifies a verb, dfedcive or another
adverb e.g.

7 a. Heranvery quickly
b. John ate amazingly well

Prepositional Phrase (PP)

A prepositional phrase begins with a prepositianhas a noun or a
pronoun following the preposition as its complemer.

8 a. | keep my keys in my purse
b. He yelled at her
c. The dog ran across the street

The Clause

A clause is a group of words containing a subject a verb of its own
and forming part of a sentence.

Types of Clauses

There are two types of clauses. They are the mbose and the
subordinate clause. The main clause is also refeoas the principal or
independent clause. It is a clause that makes tanstat capable of
standing alone. The subordinate or dependent clawselause that makes
a statement that cannot stand alone but is depemaeanother clause
within the sentence e.g.

9 a. Though no goals were scgrédvas an exciting match
b. The supporters still think that their darlirgin could win the cup

In the sentences in (9), the underlined parts lagestibordinate clauses
while those not underlined are the main clauses..

Functions of subordinate clauses
Subordinate clauses can function as nouns, adgsctind adverbs.
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Noun clauses
A noun clause is a subordinate clause that works r@sun. In English, it
is introduced by a subordinating conjunction tidahich is sometimes
omitted) or by other wh- words or interrogative d®isuch as whaiyhen
wheneverwhere whether why, how, etc., e.g.
10 a. He believed that the girl is my sister

b. What cannot be curedust be endured

c. | know who has done the mischief

d. Your promotion depends on how hard you can work

The underlined in (10a) serves as the complemetiteoterb ‘believed’
while the underlined part in (10b) acts as the exttbpf the sentence. In
(10c), the underlined is the object of the verb laviin (10d) it is the
complement of the preposition.

Adjectival Clauses

The adjectival clause is also called the relatilsuge. It works as an
adjective, it is introduced by a relative pronouke Iwhg which what
The basic function is to qualify a noun or a pramou

11 a. His excuses which were not convingciaggered his boss
b. The topic was one that | found most interesting

Adverbial Clauses

An adverbial clause, like an adverb, can modifyeeby an adjective or an
adverb.

12 a. The boy got up when the rays of light entétiedoom
b. They lost the election because the voters didrast them
c. The turnout was as large as we could reasoreiplgct
d. He sings as well as he dances.

In (12a) the underlined adverbial clause modiffes\terb, so is the one in
(12b), but that of (12c) modifies the adjectiverge’ and that in (12d)
modifies the adverb ‘well’.

The adverbial clause has been classified intoifiienglish. They are the
following:
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Adverbial clause of time: answers the questionnfhe
Adverbial clause of place: answers the questioara/h
Adverbial clause of manner: answers the questaw?
Adverbial clause of reason/clause: answers thstiuewhy?
Adverbial clause of purpose/result: answers thestion what?

The Sentence

A sentence can be defined structurally as the $argeit of grammar on
which linguistic analysis can be carried out. Itaisgrammatical form
which can be analysed into constituents but whéchat a constituent of
any large form.

A sentence should consist of two components: sodhebor
something who is doing the action which is calléeé subject of the
sentence. It usually occurs at the beginning exeeptuestions and
instructions. The second component of the sentenaeword or a group
of words which describes the action. This is kn@srthe verb.

Classification of sentences

Sentences may be classified in two ways. Thesg¢har&inctions or roles
of the sentence and the form or structure.

Functions
Sentences may function in four ways

1. They may be used to make statements. Sentesedsruthis ways
are called declarative sentences. The subjectsobf sentences are
always present and generally precede the verb e.g.

13. The boy arrived late

2. Sentences may be used to ask questions. Thes&nawn as
interrogative sentences e.g.

14 a. Will John go to Lagos today?
b. Did it rain heavily yesterday?
C. Where will John go today?
d. John will go to Lagos today?
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3.

Sentences may be used to issue commands orsexgresntreaty.
These are called imperative sentences. Often, thged of an
imperative sentence is understood, not expresged e.

15. Go to Lagos.

Sentences may be used to express strong feelirgger, sorrow,
joy, grief, surprise or the like. These are refén® as exclamatory
sentences e.g.

16. Congratulation! You made it at last!

Form or structure of the sentence
Four kinds of constructions may be distinguishedentences

The simple sentence is a sentence that corsisissubject and a
verb e.qg.
17. a. Dogs bark
b. John boughd grammar book
C. About a week ago, my friend sené a brochure of
the fellowships available in American universities.
The compound sentence is a sentence that centdi least two
independent clauses e.g.
18. a. The zoo needed more money and it réised
admission fees
b. The car ran out of fuel and stalled in the middi¢he
road

Compound sentences are joined together by coondgat
conjunctions. If we remove the co-ordinating cowfion, each of
the clauses joined together can still stand onois. Such
conjunctions in English are andut, for, yet etc. We can also use
semicolon instead of the conjunctions.

iii. The complex sentence contains one main clarse at least one

subordinate or dependent clause introduced by @rduiator, e.g..
19. He has come that we might see you

. The compound-complex sentence contains two @remmain

clauses and one or more subordinate clauses e.g.

65



20. However great may be the love that unites tteman and

a woman are always strangers in mind and inteltg
they remain combatants who belong to differentgace
The subordinate clauses are underlined in the elecafqove.

Serial Verbal Constructions (SVC)

en

In West African languages, there is another kindesftence known as the

serial verbal constructions (SVC). These are seetewhich contain two

or more verbs with one surface subject without @widence of co-

ordination. Some examples are given below in Yolahguage.
21 a. Obinrin ndara ean pata
woman the buy animal kill sell
‘The woman bought, killed and sold the animal’.

b. Oltu gbé apdti wa ilé
Olu carry seat come house
‘Olu carried the seat home’.

. Qjo stin o’
Ojo sleep go
‘Oj6 slept off’
Summary

| explained and discussed the constituents oféhéeace in this lecture.

| started with the phrase which | defined as a grouwords containing
neither a subject nor predicate and can act asgéespart of speech or
word-class within a sentence. | gave examples@hthun phrase (NP
the verb phrase (VP), the adjective phrase (AR}, adverb phras
(Advp) as well as the prepositional phrase (PPyveht ahead an
explained the clause as a group of words contaiaiggbject and a ver
of its own and forming part of sentence. | discdses two types o
clauses — main and subordinate clauses and alsasdedd the function
of subordinate clauses. Finally, | discussed thetesee itself, |
explained the four ways by which we can make us®ikentence an
also the four ways of examining the structure oé thentence.

mentioned the serial verbal construction (SVC) gade examples fron

)
a

O o DS

D —

Yorubd languages.
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Post-Test

1. What is a phrase? Give examples of the followingapés in your
language: Noun phrase, Verb phrase, Adjective phaasl Adverb
phrase.

2. Explain the types of clauses you know.

3. Give examples of the functions of the subordindéeise in your
language.

4. Explain the following with examples from yoanguage.
a. complex sentence
b. compound sentence
c. compound-complex sentence
d. serial verbal construction
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