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INTRODUCTION

There may be floods of tears in the first row loa left side of the church as the
bride's mother watches her husband lead their daugbwn the aisle--the sweet child to
which she gave birth, now transformed into a visbglory--and, alas, about to be given
away! But is théride dissolved in tears? Hardly. Her eyes are fixe@dioe man, her
beloved, to whom she is about to surrender herskltieaththem do part. Does she
have the smallest inkling of what will be requirather as a wife? Does the thought of
sacrifice cross her mind?

And he? What occupies his mind as he watcheskbng procession? It is
unlikely that he is pondering God’s reasons foraomohg marriage: “For the procreation
of children, for a remedy against sin, and forrth@ual society, help, and comfort that
the one ought to have of the other, both in pragpand adversity--into which holy
estate these two persons present come now torejGiaccording to the Book of
Common Prayer.

As the bride, with "undisturbed pace, delibergteesl, majestic instancy” moves
down the aisle she is not sobbing, thinking ofgherifices she will be required to make.
Her thoughts are of the expulsive power of a ndectibn. Her eyes are fixed on that
beloved man who waits with tingling anticipatiolach filled with joy at the voluntary
choice to surrendet:.want you and | want you to want me

Think of discipleship. A realistic view of marga is not a sociological,
historical, psychological, or sexual study but @edllbgical mystery, which takes into
account and is shaped by an understanding ofafeymnd spiritual character as ordained
by Christ--a total relinquishment of the self ta#rer person. There are striking
similarities between marriage and discipleshipothBnvolve arevolution and a
revelation.

Do pastors who counsel engaged couples speakydedhem of the meaning of

the Cross? of self-abandonment?
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One day as Jesus was walking beside the Sedlitde;8le saw two brothers,
Simon Peter and his brother Andrew, casting antetthe lake, for they were fishermen.
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and | will make yighers of men” (Matt. 4:19). At
once they left their nets and followed Him. DidyhH@&ow what they were in for?

Jesus began at once to teach His disciples. dimeosi on the mountainside was
His starting point which, although it was a bomipaetit of seemingly impossible
requirements, nevertheless drew, in addition tadtkeiples, crowds who were amazed at
His teaching, and saw that He taught as one whah#ubrity beyond the teachers of the
law.

Taking His chosen twelve, He demonstrated Hoesuatural power to heal the
sick and the blind, to calm a storm, to raise thadd He reminded the disciples that it is
enoughfor the student to be like his teacher, and tinease like his master. They were
warned not to be surprised if they should losertines for His sake--His faithful servant
John the Baptist lost his head. Jesus himself gugd Jerusalem where He would suffer
many things, and die. This was too much for Petiever, Lord!” he said. “This shall
never happen to you!” He received a stinging refiBet behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind tiiegs of God, but the things of men”
(Matt. 16:22,23).

Jesus, immediately after He had spoken so stewripeter, offered a gracious
invitation. Note that He did not coerce. There waany other itinerant rabbis in Jesus’
day . A disciple could choose which he would fallo

Jesus’ invitation was meant, | believe, not dolythe twelve but also for those
throughout the world who love Him enough to do wiHatsays. Discipleship to this day
requires the acceptance of three conditiolisarfyone wouldwants to, will, wishes to)
come after me, he must deny himself and take uprdss and follow me{Matt.16:24).

“I heard Him call, Come follow.

That was all.
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My gold grew dim,

My soul went after Him.

Who would not follow

If they heard Him call?”

Gladly the disciples left their nets and followdoin. They could not know what
this would ultimately cost. They had much to leafthe glory of sacrifice.

So have we who enter into marriage.
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Chapter One

Love Gives Up ltself

Jesus Christ demonstrated the true meaning ofitnen He fave himselfor us
to redeem us from all wickedness and to purifyhionself a people that are his very own,

eager to do what is good" (Titus 2:14).

Years ago my college alumni magazine publishedeasi@monies of four couples,
all of whom had graduated from that (Christian}itason twenty years earlier. Each
couple had been asked to describe their experianoarriage. A measure of happiness
and a few trials were mentioned, but nary a wofféidintiated this couple from the
world. There was no reference to the quality otlahich should characterize a
Christian marriage--"[Christ] died for all, thatate who live shouldo longer live for

themselvesbut for him who died for them and was raised @@l Cor. 5:15).

What a difference it would make if every bridelagroom clearly understood
from dayonethat marriage begins with a glad relinquishmerthefself!l The way to
self-fulfillment, therefore, is self-giving love.r@ puts himself unreservedly at the
service of another, for that other's sake. Ththésbond that unites them (I John 2:5-7)
"If anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly madeplete in him. This is how we
know we are in him: whoever claims to live in hinushwalk as Jesus did." This
voluntary self-offering is divorce from privacys&range awareness of the "otherness" of
the other. King Solomon describes it in his SomigSongs: “Love is as strong as death,

its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burng litazing fire, like a mighty flame. Many
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waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash atyawf one were to give all the wealth

of his house for love, it would be utterly scorn¢@ant.8:6,7).

It is not surprising in today's "go with your fegjs" atmosphere that some
couples write what they suppose to be wedding vbasging little notion of the
solemnity of the timeless words to the groom, "Whthu have this Woman to thy
wedded wife, to live together after God's ordinaimcthe holy estate of matrimony? Wilt
thou love her, comfort her, honor and keep herdkngss and in health; and, forsaking
all others, keep thee only unto her, so long dsogk shall live?" (The Book of Common
Prayer)

"The man shall answer: ' [ will™.

To the woman the minister says, "Wilt thou have #Man to thy wedded
husband, to live together after God's ordinandéeoly estate of Matrimony? Wilt
thou love him, comfort him, honor and keep himigksess and in health; and, forsaking
all others, keep thee only to him, so long as ytb Bball live?"

"The woman shall answer, ' | will™.

Following the question, "Who giveth this Womarbsmarried to this Man?" the
pair clasp hands and the man says, "I, N. take the® my wedded wife, to have and to
hold from this day forward, for better for worser ficher for poorer, in sickness and in
health, to love and to cherish, till death us dd,@cording to God's holy ordinance; and
thereto | plight thee my troth."

This is not a private transaction. It ought neeebe a mere concoction. It is
public business as the couple joins the enterpffisee human race. A vow is a solemn
promise made to God, an act by which one consecoatdevotes himself to some act,
service, or condition. It is a promise of fidgland a pledge of love. Seminars on
marriage proliferate. Few offer a clear understagdif the hard biblical principles of

day-by-day sacrifice and obedience, which will daabcouple to fulfil their wedding
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vows. The vow is meant to create the couple, rottuple the vow.

At a wedding reception my husband and | were asiegglve a few words to the
bride and groom. To the young man, a dear fridralcs, | said "You married her
because you love her. But from tomorrow on youttauge her because you married
her." Twenty-four hours or so later he may havaoedo review that second sentence.
The morning after can bring surprising revelations.

Love is a choice. | think C.S. Lewis said it ig tieevictim of my emotions but
theservantof my will. The newlywed may suddenly find himsguaking at the
tremendous responsibility he has willingly (orrhpags rashly?) taken upon himself. He
thought that he had simply "fallen in love." Thirggmem to have suddenly become
terribly complicated. How, he asks himself, didsthappen? Is there a way out? Was he
ready for this? He may then experience a blackrestark night of the soul,” convinced
that he has made a disastrous move, the worstiaeacghis life. This is the time to turn
to his Heavenly Father for help and assurance.

God has endowed each of us with emotion and WMé do not always
differentiate between the two. Psalm 77 descrilo#is. b"l cried out to God for help. |
cried out to God to hear me. . at night | stretcbeduntiring hands and my soul refused
to be comforted. | remembered you, O God, and&iged. . . | was too troubled to
speak. |thought about the former days, the yefieng ago; | remembered my songs in
the night. My heart mused and my spirit enquii&ll the Lord reject forever? Will he
never show his favor again? . . Has God forgotbdmet merciful? Has he in anger
withheld his compassion? Then | thought, 'to thmslllappeal: the years of the right hand
of the Most High." | will remember the deeds df ttord; yes, | will remember your
miracles of long ago. | will meditate on all yamorks and consider all your mighty
deeds."

If every couple who seriously aim at marriage iaago to the foot of the Cross

for divine direction it would be given, thus obvigg the confusions, the chaos, and the
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broken promises which seem to characterize so mbtoday's short-term marriages.

A man who has chosen to marry would do well totemplate the fact that he
marries a sinner. A woman, of course, does theesadrere is nobody else to marry!
How much is known about the respective spouse-giduiscular sinner, this man or
woman, this husband or wife, this person about wbite really knows very little
indeed? It's possible that the woman is alreadgreaig to "redecorate your home from
the cellar to the dome, and then go on to the elithg fun of overhaulinggou" as Rex
Harrison warned the friend who most earnestly éesio see him married.

G.K. Chesterton wrote, “[the opponents of voeyspear to imagine that the
ideal of constancy was a yoke mysteriously impasedankind by the devil, instead of
being, as it is, a yoke consistently imposed byoakrs on themselves. They have
invented a phrase, a phrase that is a black ant wbintradiction in two words--free
love’--as if a lover ever had been, or ever cowddfbee. . . It is exactly this back-door,
this sense of having a retreat behind us, th&b isur minds, the sterilizing spirit in
modern pleasure. Everywhere there is the persiatehinsane attempt to obtain
pleasure without paying for it . . . Thus, in rédig and morals, the decadent mystics say,
‘Let us have the fragrance of sacred purity withibeet sorrow of self-restraint’ . . . Thus,
in love, the free-lovers say, ‘Let us have the isgter of offering ourselves without the
peril of committing ourselves; let us see wheths cannot commit suicide an unlimited
number of times.’

“Emphatically it will not work. There are thrilg moments, doubtless, for the
spectator, the amateur, and the aesthete; butihere thrill that is known only to the
soldier who fights for his own flag, to the ascetico starves himself for his own
illumination, to the lover who makes finally his owhoice. And it is this transfiguring
self-discipline that makes the vow a truly sanadti

Love always means sacrifice--a transfiguring-d@tipline, a far cry indeed

from the Hollywood notion of love: "What the wornteeeds idove, love, lovE meaning
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what? Is it a mood, a feeling, a matter of temperanand upbringing, perhaps a mere
sentiment or emotion, something you feel and fab &t first sight but can quickly fall
out of, and never mind the devastations left behigdc Alexander of Glasgow once put
it unforgettably to seventeen thousand studentdlorana, lllinois. Following his listing
of God’s definitions of love he emphasized thate is not a glandular condition!”
Marriage is perhaps the first opportunity realljktmw ourselves, our weaknesses
and our capacities. We are not ready for suchlagoas. A very dear and uncommonly
wise single friend, whose lover had suddenly chdrige mind about marrying her,
pointed out to me that a lifelong relationship dddaegin byhiding in God
strengthening our relationship withm, knowing that He unconditionally loves us. "It is
my desire to learn more of Him," she said, "todmslof a hindrance to let His living
water flow. Your relationship can only grow if yomconditionally accept each othees
you are each with your gifts and your weaknesses. $t'simple as that, and therefore as
difficult, even as impossible--but remember thati§tthas accepted us! | think you tend
to think and speak more about the other's faultsveaaknesses. [She was right--1 had
been doing that.] Learn to speak appreciativelgawh other before criticizing, trusting
God that He surely has given each of you giftded#int ones, but equally important.
Please forgive me if these words hurt. | speakobdeep concern for both of you. May
He guide you and heal you and give you strengtleéoh day. Your sister in Christ . ."
Day by day, in the business of loving and livimigh another who is a part of
ourselves and yet opposite, we discover much tsathkretofore been hidden from our

own eyes. ltis afire, a purging fire, and we tmesognize and accept its action.
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Chapter Two
The Glory of Sacrifice
"O Lord, Author and persuader of peace, love, gmodwill, soften our hard and
steely hearts, warm our icy and frozen hearts,wleatnay be the true disciples of Jesus
Christ. And give us grace even now to begin toasfarth that heavenly life, wherein
there is no disagreement nor hatred, but peacéoaadn all hands, one towards another.
Amen." (Ludovicus Dives A.. 1578)

Hear what the New Testament says: "For God seddke world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in himl stwlperish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the world to condémenworld but to save the world
through him." These words from John 3:16, 17 amiliar to most of us, but perhaps we
have overlooked their corollary, found in | Joh&&:“This is how we know what love
is: Jesus Chridaid down his life for usAnd we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers."

That is the clear meaning of sacrifiakeny, give up, relinquish, surrendegtop
press! Pause over those four words. In the fiustfof falling in love such simple words
sound do-able enough. "I love this man/this womBlere | am, all of me for you
forever!"

No big deal. But things have a way of gettingneatcomplicated rather soon. Is
the suitor ready for a radical self-abandonmentfdsther ready also?

When certain peculiarities never noticed in cawgrtilays appear in the one you
love, this is your opportunity to love uncondititigaand sacrificially --which meanas
Christ loves us When there is a disagreement, God is calling éatry to see the
other's viewpoint who is to give in?

"We're both super-strong-willed!" one man declaedte loudly). "I'm
committed to a reformed Presbyterian interpretatioscripture, she to the Free Church

interpretation. Our bickering and obvious disgatison is hardly a worthy Christian
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witness to our children. My wife refuses to charayed | refuse to change, so we'll live a
life of misery instead. Isn't the Christian fatlonderfu?"

What does it mean to speak of being "super-stvatigd"? It is a common
statement, but very wide of the mark, it seems¢o MWhat we should recognize is that
most of us are born plain old-fashioredbborn We need not dignify it by calling
ourselves super-strong-willed or even strong -will&rue strength of will was
demonstrated in the Garden of Gethsemane whenaitieJesus, having asked His Father
if it were possible that the cup of suffering shltbphass by, He then surrendered with
these words,Yet not as | will, but as you wlli(Matt. 26:39). None of us would
dare to imagine what it cost the Savior to acdegt tup. None will ever be so tempted
and tried. Itis, however, in infinitely smallendavery likelydaily tests which will reveal
an earnestness to "Be of one mind, live in pe#c¢el the God of love and peace will be
with you" (2 Cor. 13:11).

In one of those daily tests a tennis player sulgdgaw the light. The word
submission had not been in her vocabulary, butaxsbée, "This willful one is now
playing successful tennis mixed doubles with hesblamd in team play and then driving
home in the same car! My attitude was changed wisemmitted myself to doing
exactly what Ben needed me to do on the court lagxl getting out of his way so that we
could play out the points. God is faithful, Berddrare better friends than ever!"

But the Bible is unequivocal: "Wives, submit touy husbands," "Husbands, love
your wives" (Eph. 5:22). One man called my attamtmthe Apostle Paul's advice to
Christian husbands: "He didn't say, 'Love your ngveeet, complaisant wife," but 'Love
your wife,'period, even if she's a second cousin of Jezebel amdarldescendant of the
witch of Endor on her mother's sid8pck it to 'emLady--those cantankerous,
unspiritual husbands!"

Such clear mandates are easily overlooked ihaleyon days of the

honeymoon. Then, suddenly, it's all over. We nakg ta lesson from a dear old spinster
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who taught me a good many things, at least onehath I've never forgotten: "We're
none of us prize packages, Betty dear--just lookHe essentials arskipthe rest!"

Dr. Henry Krabbendam, in his paper: The Biblieattern of Preparation for
Marriage writes, "In Genesis God shows that themmiirrepressible tendency in the
husband to be irresponsible. It is practicallyfirs thing that Adam displays after his
rebellion against God. When asked whether he hthef the tree, he points the finger
to his wife. . . God also shows that there is egpiressible tendency in the wife to be
dominating. God tells Eve, 'Your desire shall @gaur husband, and he shall rule over
you." The combination of Genesis 3:16, wherephimse occurs, and Genesis 4:7,
removes beyond any doubt that God warns Eve tleahah this tendency and Adam that
he may not let it go unchecked."

"Oh, how many times we can most of us remembenwiewould gladly have
made any compromise with our consciences, wouldlglsave made the most costly
sacrifices to God, if He would only have excusedras this duty ofloving, of which
our nature seemed utterly incapable. It is fareeds feel kindly, to act kindly, toward
those with whom we are seldom brought into contabtse tempers and prejudices do
not rub against ours, whose interests do not shathours, than to keep up an habitual
steady, self-sacrificing love towards those whosakmesses and faults are always
forcing themselves upon us, and are stirring uposur. A man may pass good muster
as a philanthropist who makes but a poor mastkisteervants [or his wife] or father to
his children.” (F.D. Maurice 1805-1872)

A woman whose husband is an alcoholic wrote, @nid prays for me, then | go
home and hug my husband even when his arms hdmg sitles.” That is unconditional
love!

In his book, The Four Love€.S. Lewis writes,” God, who needs nothing, loves

into existence wholly superfluous creatures in otbat He may love and perfect them.

He creates the universe, already foreseeing--arldhee say 'seeing'? there are no tenses
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in God--the buzzing cloud of flies about the crdks,flayed back pressed against the
uneven stake, the nails driven through the mesiales, the repeated torture of back and
arms as it is time after time, for breath's sakehled up. If | may dare the biological
image, God is a 'host' who deliberately createsoMis parasites; causes us to be that we
may exploit and 'take advantage of" Him. Hersitove. This is the diagram of Love
Himself, the inventor of all loves."

Are we followers? Then we ought to lay down oues for each other. Ponder
those unequivocal words. Who has prepared uhi®sort of thing? Who even
broached the subject of "sacrifice"? The trutthé it is impossible to love deeply
without sacrifice. What on earth does that meaa newly married man or woman? A
revolution? If | thought about it at all had Ile@&r understanding of the giving up of
privacy, for instance? Perhaps | assumed thatltdoave my own way. What about
unilateral decision-making, independence, timegspaame, geography, career,
ambition?

Have | been conscious of making any realisticiBees at all? Has he sacrificed
anything in particular for me? Or hasn't there baeything we could label sacrifice?

Who of us mere mortals can fathom, let alone practay by day, sacrificial
love? Yet that is precisely what we are calleddo"He died for us so that, whether we
are awake or asleep, we may live together with K{inthes. 5:10). Ponder that last
clause. Think about it: waking or sleeping, thed_bimself deigns to live withs
A Christian marriage is built on sacrifice--each tioe other. It is a lifelong NO to
myself and YES to the other--a sublime and intimati®n, a call to “spousal’ love as
defined by Christ and the Church. The husband sepite Christ, the wife represents the

Bride of Christ. What an awesome privilege for eaths! But it will cost.
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Chapter Three
Salted with Fire

Having grown up in a strong Christian home whereparents loved each other
(my father simplyadoredmy mother) | hoped that the Lord would give meree fi
Christian husband. Not being what the young menitkaew seemed to be looking for, |
feared my chances were rather slim. | had alwags bhe tallest girl in my class, from
kindergarten almost through college (there wassixéooter there). | was shy, | was a
book worm, and when the rest of the students waeaming their heads off at the
football gain | was holed up in the library trarislg Thucydides. But my brother Dave,
a wrestler, suggested rather strongly that | goni® of the wrestling matches. Why on
earth would | want to do that--cringe to watch omen with his nose in another man's
armpit? See my contortionist brother tied intotsnmy a more powerful opponent? How
horrifying. But on second thought perhaps it wasca thing for his older sister to do
anyway so | screwed up my courage one Saturday arghwent to the gym. Had to
watch Dave's opponent throw him down. Up he gdtwent at it again. Can't say |
enjoyed anything about that sort of gymnasticsever went again, but Dave introduced
me to the man he'd been tied up with. Jim Elliaswis name, champion wrestler of four
states. Shortly before my graduation, Jim askedong® for a walk. | was stunned as he
confessed his love for me. If he had asked my fdthreadvice he would have learned
that a young man ought never to confess his lowa feoman unless he is prepared
immediately thereafter to say, "Will you marry melty four brothers knew that that
was the proper way to propose.

It was five long years before Jim believed he Gad's permission to ask me to
marry him--five agonizingly long years for me, afurse, but incomparably worth the
wait. He had gone to work with his buddy Pete mdlastern jungle of Ecuador with a

tribe of Indians called Quichuas. | went to the t®gsjungle to join two British
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missionary women who were working with the Coloradloe.

When Jim believed God's time for marriage hadebmntraveled up over the
Andes and down into the western jungle. He hadstmele question: Will you marry
me? | said yes. Like any new bride | was ecstdtltad waited a long time. This
gorgeous man was now mine--my very own husbandp&irtwenty-seven months. Did
| know what would soon take place? | did not. idd #our other missionary men were
killed in Ecuador, South America, in 1956 by adrthen called Aucas who believed that
all outsiders were cannibals.

This is a book about marriage. Marriage is a veofud thing

"Dear friends," wrote the apostle Peter (who weeplly acquainted with
sorrows), "Do not be surprised at the painful ty@l are suffering, as though something
strange were happening to you. But rejoice thatparticipate in the sufferings of
Christ" (I Peter 4:12,13).

Do not be surprisedJim's death certainly seemed to me "somethiramge" but
having grown up on missionary stories | well knéattmany ended in violent death.
John and Betty Stam (twenty-seven and twenty-eiglgje young American
missionaries to China. On December 6, 1934, JolmtewtMy wife, baby and myself are
today in the hands of the Communists in the citysihgteh. Their demand is twenty
thousand dollars for our release. All our possessand stores are in their hands, but we
praise God for peace in our hearts and a meallttnigHe is able--a wonderful Friend
in such a time." Hudson Taylor's daughter-in-laekg up the story: "Painfully bound
with ropes, their hands behind them, they passeahdbe street where he was known to
many, while the Reds shouted their ridicule antedahe people to come and see the
execution. Like their master they were led ugtéelhill outside the town. John was
sharply ordered to kneel--the look of joy on his€aafterwards, told of the unseen
Presence with them as his spirit was releasedty Bets seen to quiver, but only for a

moment. Bound as she was, she fell on her knesdebbim. A quick command, the
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flash of a sword which mercifully she did not seed they were reunited--"Absent from
the body, present with the Lord."” That made anlibeimpression on my nine-year-old
mind.

There is an intriguing verse in Mark 9:49, "Evangowill be salted with fire."
J.B. Phillips' translation is "Salt is a very gabdhg; but if it should lose its saltiness,
what can you do to restore its flavor? You musehsalt in yourselves, and live at peace
with one another." The Jerusalem Bible puts it Way: "If salt has become insipid, how
can you season it again?" Salt can be very fiatyencounters a wound, but at the same
time it may be wonderfully remedial. Perhaps tlas something to do with learning the
deep lessons of participation in the suffering€bfist--which takes a lifetime--but what
a promise is appended by Peter's words, "so thatmay be overjoyed when his glory is
revealed"!

Did you solemnly promise before God and witnesisasyou would "live
together after God's ordinance in the holy estateairimony?" Did you promise
soberly and solemnly "to love, comfort, honor, &eep (him or) her in sickness and in
health; and forsaking all others, keep only to (@relnim), so long as ye both shall live?"

Thirteen years after Jim's death along came Addisitch, professer,
philosopher, theologian. Our marriage of less tinamyears was idyllic. Cancer took
him. So much for that, thought I, but God hadagmather surprise for me--Lars Gren, a
muscular Norwegian with a Southern graciousnessigd]in Atlanta, who said to me
one evening as we sat by a fire, "l want you forwifg.” | had no answer ready that
evening. | spent some weeks pondering and pray@auld God actually want me to
have a third husband when dozens of women weregské why He had never even
given them alate? | asked counsel of friends whose godly wisddradted.. None felt

that | was making a mistake. A few weeks laterahswer was clear: Yes to Lars.
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Chapter Four
Love is Very Patient

A honeymooning couple may be so dazzled with v they fail to notice
peculiarities which will soon surprise them. Tleéurn from the honeymoon begins the
knotty matters of the four b's'-- bedroom, bathrobreakfast and budget. They may be
in for a painful jolt when they find that patiencrist do its perfect work. He wants the
windows open at night, she wants them closed. g8 fiis towel over the rack from the
other side of the bathroom. She wants towels néalthed to show the monograms. He
shoulders his way to the mirror to shave, canlidat how she can take such ages with
her hair. Alas. What revelations begin to surfdde’s used to stretching his frame
diagonally across the bed, which consigns hertt@agle. But, bless his heart, the next
morning he helps her make the bed--his motherhimdit's easy with two. Suppose he
showers and she bathes--will there be enough hietrvicr both? Somebody must make
the coffee. Will he/she make it "right"? He expemtsintry ham, two eggs, grits and hot
biscuits, while she somehow manages on a pieceydbdst. Then, within a short time,
one of them discovers that the other has no idedsskver about the use of money--a

major setback..

No wonder Rex Harrison (in My Fair Lady) sang "lBetvoman in your life and
your

serenity is through! She'll redecorate your horoenfthe cellar to the dome and then go
on to

the enthralling fun of overhauling you!"

Are you wishing you had a different set of peatiiies to live with? You begin to
take

stock of things. What blessings did you receivetipps eighty-percent of what you had
hoped
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for? Trust God then for the rest. Let patienceehaer perfect work.

A bridegroom chooses to marry a woman becauseves her. Now he must
choose tdove her because hwarriedher. He ought to cherish this responsibility and
thank God daily for His gift.

"O God who art Love, grant to Thy children to beae another's burdens in
perfect good will, that thy peace which passetheustdinding may keep our hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus our Lord." (The Book of HoUi&65)

We had not been married many weeks when Larsssandthing that hurt me
(which I've long since forgotten). We went to kédt night, | as far to my side as
possible, he as far as his. Tears were runnirognmyt ears as | lay on my back waiting
for him to apologize. Surely he would remembet tha Bible says we are not to let the
sun go down on our wrath. Surely he was summoanuogigh courage to ask my
forgiveness. Taking myself by the scruff of thekeas it were, | waited. At last it
came--not a plea for forgiveness but a powerfutand was furious. It was all | could
do to refrain from giving him a terrific jab in tmds with my elbow.

In the mercy of God a still small voice broke thgh my angeri-ove gives up
itself. 1 knew then that | was every whit as sinful ashmsband. | needed grace. | slid
out of bed, tiptoed to another room and opened hieB Providentially “it fell” on that
clear-as-crystal passage in | Corinthians 13:

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angeld,Have not love, | am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I havegfft of prophecy and can fathom all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a ftit can move mountains, but have not
love, I am nothing. If | give all | possess to fy@or and surrender my body to the
flames, but have not love, | gain nothing.

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not enitygoes not boast, it is not proud.
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is natsdy angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with theth. It always protects, always trusts,
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always hopes, always perseveres. Love never’fails.

Those were hard words to swalloBut what about himPsaid to myself. The
Spirit of God broke through my self-pitying armprompting me to replace the word
love with my name:

“Elisabeth is patient, Elisabeth is kind. She doesenvy, does not boast . . . keeps no
record of wrongs.” | could go no further. Eachatsiment was a lie, and God was
speaking unequivocally.

Gerald Vann, in his beautiful book THE DIVINE PIT¥rites, "Man is made to
be filled to infinity. But for that he must walls @ child with God, he must be able to
receive His life, he must know and love and serire;Hnd all this is made difficult, and
without God's restoring power impossible, becadghefact of sin. Sin destroys the
child. Instead of the docility which makes lovalaherefore oneness possible, there is
the pride of attempted autonomy, the will to be'®wevn master, which is the state of
isolation from God" [Fontana Books, 1965, page 28].

An old lady wrote to tell me that she was givea phivilege of helping a woman,
new in the Christian faith, to learn patience. Vbanger woman had begged her husband
not to carry around in his wallet a certain pictt@ch she found offensive--a small
thing, but she was bothered by it. He refusedtoply.

“Silently seeking God’s wisdom,” the older ladydane, “I prayed: Lord, Your
words, by Your Spirit--wisdom! And of course itma. | asked my friend if her husband
was away. She said he was, for two days. By theig of the Spirit | told her to go
home, get out his socks and shoes, wash all thesseeen iron them! Take out the laces
of his shoes, wash them, hang them to dry, theislpahd brush his shoes real good.
Well, as she told me later, ‘Oh, | was sure you lydne wise enough to give me some
nice advice.” So nevertheless, much against higrshie put the socks on the line, the
shoelaces on the back of the chair, and was okrtess on a newspaper, polishing those

shoes!
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“Her husband came home early. She said she wasibarrassed she wanted to
just crawl under anything. He laughed, saying ‘Widraearth are you doing?’ My dear
lady said, ‘I'm polishing your shoes, Honey.” Hsdlfon his knees in front of her. He
became the bridegroom he had never been and itresrih Christ are still growing in
gladness!”

A likely story? Without a doubt the lady who ceefed the younger one had had
many a lesson in patience, learning that “tribolativorketh patience, and patience
experience, and experience hope” (Romans 5:3hapsrthe young wife expected a
“spiritual” solution, some means of convincing heisband that he was in the wrong. Her
friend’s advice must have come as a great surpsiseh a ridiculous remedy--ironing
socks! Washing shoelaces! What cotlidt accomplish?

The patience of love! God moves in mysterious wayays so foreign to the
world’s methods of getting what we suppose is goodis. If only we would hear His
words, “No good thing does he withhold from thasbose walk is blameless” (Ps.
84:11).

“Love is not rude” (I Cor. 15:5). Perhaps thare still enough "stars in their
eyes" to forstall a foolish argument at that momemaybe things will get better. Do

they?
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Chapter Five
A Lifelong Yes

We are all born selfish. The newborn in the cah raise a high-decibel-level
shriek meaning (quite unmistakably) NO! He hasdsa of anything but his own wants.
The universe revolves around him and him alonew Hell | remember, when my
daughter Valerie was born in the home of Nate aad Maint. \We were sitting at the
dinner table, | having done all that could be duse then for that exigent child, yet she
was howling piteously in a nearby bedroom. Natet®sd son had been born in the same
room only a month before. Nate smiled kindly atane remarked, "It's a good thing
God gave newborns powerful vocal organs, otherthisg'd all be starved to death!
Don't worry about it, Betty," he said, "She's yéitst." Many adults seem never to
have left the cribAmor amicitiaels Latin for authentic love, that is, wishing wadlthe
beloved for the beloved’s sake. Its opposat®pr concupiscientiges desirous love, the
wish to possess and control another for one's camefit. It takes most of us many years
to relinquish our personal wants and to developrttemtion of unityandconcern for the
good of the otheWithout that development any marriage is on edivegy shaky
ground

"Self-preoccupation, self-broodings, self-inteyssif-love--these are the reasons
why you go jarring against your fellows. Turn yayes off yourself, look up, and out!
There are men, your brothers, and women, yoursjdteey have needs that you can aid.
Listen for their confidences; keep your heart wogen to their calls, and your hands alert
for their service. Learn to give, and not to takecdrown your own hungry wants in the
happiness of lending yourself to fulfil the intesesf those nearest or dearest. Look up
and out, from this narrow, cabined self of yours] sou will jar no longer; you will fret

no more, you will provoke no more; but you will,your own glad surprise, find the
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secret of 'the meekness and the gentleness of desuthe fruits of the Spirit will all bud
and blossom from out of your life." (Henry Scotilldnd).

The apostle Paul (unmarried so far as we knowgrgtdod human failings. He
writes in Romans 15: 1-3, 5,6 "We who are stronghttio bear with the failings of the
weak, and not to please ourselves. Each of udaiptease his neighbor for his good, to
build him up, for even Christ did not please hiffjdmut as it is written, "The insults of
those who insult you have fallen on me." .. Ma &od who gives endurance and
encouragement give you a spirit of unity among gelves as you follow Christ Jesus, so
that with one heart and mouth you may glorify @md and Father of our Lord Jesus."

This is a daily task, especially when "my neigtibsmow my spouse. There is
work to be done, sacrifices to be made, and a piiigle to pay. Itis a good thing to
understand that the happily married are not mefribky." One couple , recognizing
how easy it is in a marriage to destroy that spiritinity, decided to pray together each
morning for their church, their family, and otheidis prayer was, "Thank you, God, for
a loving and caring wife who keeps her eyes fixedvou. Help me always to honor and
protect her in every way." Her prayer was thigdmk you, God, for a loving husband.
Help me to have an obedient and submissive spwiaitd him." In her letter to me she
confessed that she did not always find it easyotthdt, since she was married to a sinner
(there isnothingelseto marry!) with failings like her own, but she regozed the
directive set forth in Holy Scripture. "l am assdithat graces will come and a holiness
of life will be mine through this submission andedience towards my husband. This is
not an easy calling for me. Itis a challenge,ibigtone | am learning truly to love. We
are always better off in choosing God's mysteriwags than our own, no matter how
logical our arguments may appear to be."

Jesus warns us not to seek the approval of m@eekest thou great things for
thyself? Seek them not." To have peace one mugttfimself. To forget himself one

must walk in truth. To walk in truth one must lo8ed and his neighbor.
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Oswald Chambers in MY UTMOST FOR HIS HIGHEST séltiwe have ever
had a glimpse of what we are like in the sight otiGve shall never say, 'Oh, | am so
unworthy!" because we shall know we are, beyongdssibility of stating it. As long as
we are not quite sure that we are unworthy, Gotlke#p narrowing us in until He gets
us alone. Wherever there is any element of pnidg oonceit, Jesus cannot expound a
thing." But what if the "chemistry” just doesnégpen tdethere? What if the problems
don't go away? An unselfish spirit will enable amor a woman to allow the Lord to
touch him or her in the deepest parts, always relmeeimy that we live in a fallen world,
a world saturated with sin, yet a world that iseechable because of the precious blood
of Jesus. His cleansing power is always availalddarmed by His love and grace we
may be enabled to become vulnerable in a way re@tmded of as long as we are focusing
merely on ourselves

How then can we defend the notion that we "owe @urselve$to rise in the
world, to seek self-satisfaction, or distinctioBack to the Bible again! God's word is
"Should you then seek great things for yoursel&&khem not" (Jeremiah 45:5). Amy
Carmichael, when offered a royal reward for her yngaars of service in India,
graciously declined. She could not imagine her Liaslus receiving any reward other
than His Father's.

Marriage is an opportunity to accept Jesus' oalliscipleship: "Whoever wants
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses hie for me will find it." (Matt. 16:25)
The denial of self is the most difficult task assd us. If, by His grace, we succeed in

that, we may then be ready to take up the cross$adiog.
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Chapter Six
Ten Practical Advices for a perfect Christian Famiy Life
St. John Chrysostom (Greek church fath#5,23407)
1. Whenever you give your wife advice, always hdgy telling her how much you love
her. Nothing will persuade her so welatimit the wisdom of your words as her
assurance that you are speaking to her with sirafézetion.
2. Show her that you value her company and ptefgrg at home to being out.
3. Esteem her in the presence of your friendscardren.
4. If she ever does anything foolish advise heéiepty.
5. Prefer her before all others both for her beand her discernment--praise her. She
will in this way be persuaded to listen to nond #r@ outside but to disregard all the
world except for you.
6. If you are overtaken by poverty, remember Pater Paul, who were more honored
than kings or rich men, though they spent thegdiin hunger and thirst.
7. Remind one another that nothing in life is ¢oféared except offending God.
8. Remove from her soul this notion of 'mine' gmdirs." If she says the word 'mine,’
ask her 'What things do you call yours? | honedtly't know what you mean, for my
part, | have nothing of my own. How can you spefknine’ when everything is yours?'
9. Never call her by her name alone, but with seahendearment, honor and love. If
you honor her, she won't need honor from othetee on't desire praise from others if
she enjoys the praise that comes from you.
10. Pray together at home, and when you come letadach ask the other the meaning
of the readings and the prayers. Teach her toGedrand all other good things will flow
from this one lesson as from a fountain and yowskowill be filled with ten thousand
blessings. If we seek the things that are perteetsecondary things will flow. The

Lord says, "Seek first the kingdom of God and Histeousness and all these things
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shall be added to you" Matt. 6:33).
If your marriage is like this, your perfection wilal the holiest of Monks
[From the book on Marriage and Family Life, by Saiahn Chrysostom, Greek church

father, 3457- 407]
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Chapter Seven
The Nature of Love

Is it a mood, a feeling, a mere matter of temperaraeupbringing? Would we
call it a sentiment, an emotion? Perhaps nonkeodbove. A Scottish preacher named
Eric Alexander once pointed out to seventeen thudisallege students thiatve is most
emphaticallynot a glandular condition!

Solomon, a man who knew a great deal about a graay things, wrote, "Love
is as strong as death, its jealousy unyieldindnagtave. It burns like blazing fire, like a
mighty flame. Many waters cannot quench love;mvaannot wash it away. If one were
to give all the wealth of his house for love, itwa be utterly scorned.” How many of us
ever pause to wonder about the nature of that lnoriaéble love? God dovedthat He
gave

"To love is to relinquish the freedom of the urdbed heart,” says Romano
Guardini, “to become chained to the beloved nobdgessity but precisely by love.

Love isfate-doving man, God has allowed man's fate to touchhdest.”

As | look back on my happy childhood I realizattthe wordove was not often
spoken, yet daily theatureof love was demonstrated between our parents. &ashing
when Daddy came home from his office in PhiladedtiThe Sunday School Times we
would hear the squeak of the front door, followgdis perfect imitation of a
chickadee's call. Mother, usually in the kitchethat time, would give her less-than-
perfect chickadee's reply. Daddy took off his hat] kissed Mother. The nature of their
love was visual. We knew that all was well. Suppeuld soon be on the table, followed
by the reading of a passage of scripture or DayL Then it was bedtime for the
younger ones. When we were small we were alwaystumto bed by either father or
mother who would sing a hymn with us and pray befbe light was turned out. |

especially loved "Jesus, Tender Shepherd, hear me,
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Bless Thy little lamb tonight.
Through the darkness be Thou near me,
Keep me safe till morning light."

These homely rituals shaped our lives. As snfalticen we often sat on
Mother's lap in the afternoon as she rocked ussand hymns such as "Trust and Obey"
or "Count Your Blessings." If we wanted "Go Tell @®iiNancy the Old Gray Goose is
Dead," or "Matilda Told Such Awful Lies!" she satigm for us too. We did not realize
that we were wrapped in love.

Very much aware of the foolishness of young pe@pitering adolescence,
Mother counseled me in no uncertain terms whens| aut thirteen: "Never chase
boys! Alwayskeep them at arm's length! “I listened. | pondetdollowed her advice.
How wonderfully it simplified things for me! Not & | was pursued by boys at that age,
not at all, but as | reached fifteen or sixteerstdvered that Mother's wisdom greatly
simplified things for me.

In my old age | have many opportunities to speakoung people who, in today's
world, have been sold a horrifying bill of goodfsit feels good, do it So | "sock it to
'‘em"--keep your hands off, keep your clothes on, andatagf beduntil, of course,
they're married). It is astonishing how often ¢jimen a standing ovation, but my heart
breaks for those who wish with all their heartd $@meone had shown thehe love of
Godin | Corinthians 6:18-20--"Flee from sexual immidgga All other sins a man
commits are outside his body, but he who sins dbxsias against his own body. Do
you not know that your body is a temple of the H8pjrit, who is in you, whom you
have received from God? You are not your own;weve bought at a price. therefore
honor God with your body."

Our f father told each of my four brothers, "Netat a woman you love her until
you are prepared to follow that statement immetjiatéh, 'Will you marry me? ™ -- a

tough assignment. No doubt some of my brothersiasyragonized, wondered--to ask

Copyright 2010, Elisabeth Elliot, All rights reserved. Page 27



Marriage: A Revolution and a Revelatidoy Elisabeth Elliot

or not to ask? Where? When? What to say? Whashdsay? How do | pop the
guestion?

Our parents prayed earnestly for each of us sigrem, beseeching the Lord
especially to give us godly spouses if it was Hils tvat we marry. Their prayers were
answered.

In those days no one had ever called us "teersagemword coined, | believe, by
President Roosevelt. Alas for the chaos thatWaid! Seven wild years granted to so
many children between thirteen and nineteen, beweld parents listening to secular
psychologists who assured them that their offspningld grow up some day. Note that
age twelve is the watershed for a Jewish boy. Hegaired then to take responsibility. It
is worth pondering how the boy Jesus, age twelhas, fiound sitting in the temple,
confounding the experts in the law. "Ah," we may,s'but He was Jesus." Is it for
nothing that the Jewish Bar Mitzva requires boysaaflve to accept responsibility? It is
the transition from boyhood to manhood, from thieyan days of irresponsibility to
sober acceptance of adulthood.

How many Christian parents note that serious pgti\When the boy has had
twelve years to be a child is it not high time hiam to accept adult responsibility in the
home? Surely he knows the rules of the house dytithe.

The mother of two girls and one boy wrote to askifhit was 0.k. to have her son
wash dishes. The girls had been doing it routinaly occasionally grumbled that their
brother should take his turn. The mother feltraghg that it would be good for him to do
so but he argued that that was "girls’ work...”m'Awrong?" she asked me. Of course |
hastened to suggest that the time might come whewdld need to find his own place
to live. How simple life can be when routines astablished. What a mess a man's

apartment can be if he has had no coaching in ncrké
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Chapter Eight
He Doesn't Share

As | sat at the book table following a seminaadyl cut through the line, dropped
a letter in my lap, said, "You can read this if yeant to, or just throw it away," and
quickly disappeared. | hardly had time to seefaee, but of course | read her letter and
my heart went out to her She said she is a comdn@hristian, Sunday School
superintendant, witness to neighbors and frierelnstress, homemaker, mother of
three. The story she told is not a new one:

"l read the Scripture and try to be obedient asdiplined in mind
(memorization, studying at university, etc.) andiyao

"I am far from perfect. Please, can you help emertderstand what | must do? |
do not love or respect my husband."”

She described him--Christian, church elder, hgnaduate, successful
businessman.

"We appear to be the ideal couple but | am drddfmhappy in our thirty-year
marriage."

She went on. "Bill is emotionally crippled sintis unhappy childhood and does
not share intimately, though | have loved him feass and years and years--Bill himself
will tell you | was the model wife and homemak&ut my hurt is so deep.”

June might be mistaken in her diagnosis. Is bisharing really the result of
emotional crippling? It might or might not be sofhiag that can be changed. On the
other hand, Bill may be quite an ordinary man, vaithordinary man's preferences.
Before he and June were born things were simplastigrchanges have taken place. All
too often nowadays when the breadwinner comes lanfigs on the Boob Tube. TV is
allowed to dominate suppertime and wipe out vakidibhe with the family. Not many

men, it seems, are eager to "share intimately.ts bbwomen love to. "Women talk
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about everything," | heard a Christian psychiasast, "While men don't talk about much
of anything. They just tell stories." Women talbout feelings, about abstract things,
"deep"” things, spiritual things. Men often shy si@m such discussions, suddenly
remember they have to see a guy about somethirige emphone call, or fall asleep.

Can anything be done about this disparity?

My answer is not that of a psychiatrist or profesal counsellor, but that of an
ordinary woman whose husband doesn't talk aboti@lihings I'd like to talk about
either. | offer what has helped me when any haektion arises: look first at the
perspectives of Scripture and of human history ¢wlare often one and the same). The
apostle Paul said, "Many others have faced ex#utiypame problems before you. And
no temptation is irresistible. You trust God tegehe temptation from becoming so
strong that you can't stand up against it, for d® promised this and will do what he
says. He will show you how to escape temptatipovger so that you can bear up
patiently againstit.” (I Cor. 10:13,14, LivinglBe)

The temptations in June's situation are firsteattical of Bill, then to be angry,
then to accuse. Accusations lead to argumentswvadbieve nothing. Both retreat into
sullen silence, communication stops altogether,thadnd result is as she describes: she
doesn't love him anymore.

For a wife to decide she doesn't love her huslmadiesperate measure. Does it
really have to be that bad? The situation is neheto but it's not new to humanity, and
certainly it's not new to God. His promise is thar the Book--a promise for help and
strength. "I will never leave you or forsake yoBLit we have to come to Him and ask, in
humility, acknowledging our helplessness and oterutependence on Him.

June has asked. But what sort of answer doesxgiezt?

It is doubtful that women have ever, until thetdasr to six decades, expected so
much from their spouses. For thousands of yegreaations of husbands and wives for

their spouses were fairly simple and well-defin&kcently they have become very
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complicated. While marriage seminars and bookstapels and couples' weekends have
undoubtedly done much good, it is my hunch thag thay have done some serious
damage too, in raising expectations beyond alloeas$ wonder if June is (I wonderlif
am) asking of a man more than he can give?

Well, of course, if she has prayed about it, Goald change him. That would be
a miracle, and I'm not sure any of us haght to expect a miracle. Please don't
misunderstand. | believe in a God who works mesaometimesand according to His
own sovereign will and inscrutable wisdom. | da@tbt for a moment that God could
change Bill before suppertime tonight if He wantedbut | think the passage quoted
above points to another kind of answer. God dae¢bdyany means always solve the
problem or remove it or even make it easy. BuhHe faithfully promised His help and
His never-failing presence.

Let's assume that June has prayed faithfully,dedaarnestly, and tried every
way in the world to draw him out of his incommurtiga shell. What makes June
extremely unhappy might not faze another womannkuer mind that. The Lord knows
the frame of each of us, our hopes and disappomtsnand He has promised that our
suffering will one day turn into glory if we'll rpend to it in faith and obedience. First,
we can rest assured that the situation in whiclimeeourselves (and nowhere else) is the
very place where God wants to meet us. It is tlemewe will grow into the likeness of
Christ. So this means that the suffering itseffos meaningless, it is not "for nothing."
It is an element in God's loving purpose.

St. Francis de Sales said "Accustom yourself teasonableness and injustice!
God sees these things far better than yowadd,permits thet

LOVE, according to scripture, te will another's good Love is not merely liking
the pleasure others give us. It is not treatingitlas a means to our satisfaction--this
would be to put ourselves in the place of God. d.®vobedience to Him whs love. It

is not a mood or a preference or an emotion. ribis'feeling good about" somebody. It
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is a command. Therefore it requires our will, aad conscious action. Obedience is
always possible. We must will to do God's willdahen He promises to help us.

All of us are in some ways crippled or deform&tue are not whole men or
women. So every spouse discovers the limitatiéngife or husband and must learn to
love in spite of those. Itis a commitment thatidld be made daily, in one way or
another. Your unhappiness, June, | believe spmoag$rom your husband's failures and
limitations, but from your failure to accept himekt God's gift to you. All God's gifts
are meant to be received with both hands (YES, LORBd with thanksgiving (THANK
YOU, LORD!).

You had certain expectations of what a husbanthtaiogoe and do for his wife,
some of them realistic, some unrealistic. So asyewife. No husband ever succeeds
in fully meeting
them. A wise friend of mine said that when she gupecting anything from her husband
her marriage improved. In an advice column | sdettar from a happy wife who was
fed up with
all the complaints that columnist had received albmsbands. "My husband comes home
from work and sits down in front of the TV with adr. He doesn't share, he doesn't tell
me his deepest feelings, he doesn't understandBuiehe bought our house, he pays the
bills, he loves our kids, every now and then helpgs my fanny. I'm glad I've got him!"

Take a lesson from that woman. Make a list ofuseful things your husband
doesdo. Think of how much better off you are than shegles who think marriage would
solve all their problems. You could tell them athor two: marriage introduces a few
problems singles never have. But the fact remaymsthave a husband. You have three

grown children. That means you have four of theaggst gifts God gives to humankind.
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To live means to love. To love means to give gelirfor others. To give
yourself means to lay yourself open to sufferifi@. suffer--if you do so in the close
company of Christ--means ultimately to reign witimd You have the perfect chance to
do all of the above, without too much temptatiomléait only for what you'll get out of it
here and now.

Give God thanks for this man. God perfectly ustierds his past, his inability
(or unwillingness) to share intimately, and hisuszll to accept responsibility. That's
between Bill and God. God isn't going to hold yesponsible for what Bill didn't do.
You are not, in other words, his moral custodidhat isn't your job. That's God's. Your
job is to love your man. Keep on doing everythiog'd do if you were madly in love
with him. Work at it. Do it cheerfully, as untoe Lord. Maybe the Lord will change
both of you through this. Maybe He won't. But wh@u see His face | think He will
say, "Well done, good and faithful servant. Emtéo the joy of your Lord!" It will be
worth it then. (I'm pretty sure you'll find outrlg before then, that it's worthniows-if
you do it with thanksgiving and gladness, as uhéoltord.)

One last thing: you say it's hard to face the yéaicome without a "normal”
marriage. When it comes right down to it, can wesbre we know what's normal? Do
we know, for example, how much "intimate sharingtab and Rachel or Zechariah and
Elisabeth enjoyed? Thousands of women live jusbasdo. Whatever the case, you
need not, yomustnot face the years to come. "Do not worry abootdrrow,” Jesus
said, "for tomorrow will worry about itself. Eaclay has enough trouble of its own"
(Matthew 6:34). All you have to do is to take Kake for a single day. When you rise

tomorrow morning, kneel down in a quiet place amahk Him for a new day, a new
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beginning (with the same old husband!). Ask fos Help as you place yourself and Bill
with your works, joys, and sufferings into the Lgrdands. Learn of Him who is gentle
and humble in heart (Matthew 11:28,29) and findeBuyouwill find--that His burden is
light. He who bore His own cross alone bears adnthg heavier end of the cross He lays

on us.
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Chapter Nine
Angry at God?

Have you ever found yourself angry at God? Theslhioroon seems to have been
only a dream. Things have changed. What did goaive when you said "l do"? Might
you say that it was perhaps eighty percent of whathad hoped for? A certain amount
of time has elapsed. You are at home . It's tongotto bed, so you are lying next to the
man who, before the wedding, seemed to be the warsdlerful man in the world who is
now snoring away in the darkness as you toss angdiscovering bitterness in your
heart toward him. He certainly has no businespstg so peacefully while you're tied
in knots. Is he not aware of your sighing? Hasdeompassion? Is God withholding
from you something you feel entitled to? The Bikdg's "Do not make friends with a hot-
tempered man, do not associate with one easilyradger you may learn his ways and
get yourself ensnared" (Proverbs 22:2 4,25). Butlyad had no clue that the marvelous
man who had wooed you could be very angry indeed.

In Henry KrabbendamBiblical Pattern of Preparation for Marriage he
writes, "In this book God shows, first of all, thhere is an irrepresible tendency in the
husband to be irresponsible. It is practiallyfirg thing that Adam displays after his
rebellion against God. When asked whether he hthef the tree, he points the finger
to his wife Eve. "The woman you put here with rebe gave me some fruit from the
tree and | ate" (see Genesis 3:12). This irrefiolestendency to be irresponsible,
however, does not stop with Adam. It is noticeabl&braham. Upon his arrival in

Canaan he encounters a famine. Without beingteudrzy God, he decides to move to
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Egypt. Immediately he runs into trouble. He nuistose between sacrificing the honor
of his wife or running the risk of losing his lifdde chooses the former!"

How long does it take after the honeymoon for @pt® to discover that not
everything is sweetness and light?

"l thought | was marrying a Christiaman,but now, fourteen years later, there is
no evidence whatsoever of Christian growthe does manage to go to church with the
children and me but | am burned out. | had assuim&t he would take responsibility,
but he has not come through spiritually, finangiadlexually. He leaves decision-making
entirely up to me. He is like a 'good boy' whplsasing his mother. He hasn't really
grown up. | have to check on him to see if hisknisrdone or his bills paid. I've learned
that | can't be submissive to 'silly putty'!" idtwell at such a time to remember that
you chose to marry this person becauselgwadhim. Now is the time to choose
deliberately tdove him because yomarried him. You vowed to remain with him "till
death us do part." That is a serious vow in tles@nce of withesses and of course there
seem always to be surprises of which we had haduss.

Remember that you marry a sinntfrere isn't anything else to matryen are
fallible and sinful, and so are we women. It takegeat deal of the grace of God for any
of us to manage to live together, year in and ge&rin harmony, peace, and love.

"We have argued over so many things," writes aespondent, "and | often feel
so alone. God has really been near me and showavwaén special ways-- when | have
asked and when | have not. | have been hurt séiayeny husband and | know | hurt
him too. We differ in our ways of handling conflid need to leave the situation and

think and pray, but he wants to talk right awaye @hd up in arguments over the littlest
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things. Our first thanksgiving was horrible and dve not talk the entire weekend!! Our
families noticed.

"In the midst of it we said the meanest things boalled him a jerk! He said he
hated me and wanted a divorce!! So much of histfation is taken out on me. It's the
most pain | have ever experienced, but | have beaamb."

Thereis a Savior--a loving Heavenly Father to whom nothgg surprise.

It is our job as a wife to encourage, build up] &elp our husband in every way
possible. Perhaps you have concluded that he hasaity grown up. He may have
decided thayouneed to grow up! | know of no more effective wdyhelping than by
honest, earnest and
solitary prayer. That is where you must begin--aodtinue.

"He just sits around,"” says one worried wife-€sent it!" Many working men
come home and immediately turn on the televisidhis may be a disappointment to you
and the children who have been eagerly awaitingdpadcoming home, but you must
remember that he is probably as tired as you fin@timore so. Why not draw up a list
of good things about your man. Does he work hafthtimg home the bacon"? Do you,
from time to time, thank him for that? Have youreated the Lord to teach you how to
bless this man, how to grow in grace and to makedaly a better lover? The Lord will
enable you to keep a quiet heart as you learnviotloee man to whom you said "l will."

One way of helping him is to refrain from taking things which are really his
manly prerogative. We women are sometimes prom@ettas mother to our husbands. It
is not uncommon for a man to continue to clingi®dwn mother, forgetting the solemn

vow, "Wilt thou have this woman to thy wedded wike Jive together after God's
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ordinance in the holy estate of matrimony? Wititthove her, comfort her, honor and
keep her in sickness and in health; and, forsa&ihgthers, keep thee only unto her, so
long as ye both shall live?" The man then answétstwo very loaded words:will .

Explain to this man of yours (if he willing to tén) that it is your sincere desire to
be the wife he wants you to be. Quietly submhita as head of the house. If he is bored
by such conversations and finds TV much more istarg, try to arrange such
discussions (if it's necessary to have them gtatllh more opportune time. There are
many times when what we need to do is simply tgpkequiet heart.

No husband is perfect, none quite live up to aeachs (nor do we women). Start
thanking God for the man He gave you. "He thatirexs you receives Me," Jesus said.
God's gift in this wife or this husband was chobgriHis magnificently varied grace."

He is the Father of Lights. Every good gift is fratmove. Marriage is one of His greatest
earthly gifts--for solace, comfort, companionshiplp.

"But what if my wife/husband doesn't do that foe™lisn't meeting my needs?"
These suggestions often come from that old setperdevil. Forget aboumy needs.
Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, "He whovessaiou receives the one who sent
me" (Matt. 10:40).

Someone asked if | was "mad at God" because Heftom me two greatly-
loved husbands (one at the hands of jungle Indilespther by cancer). Of course |
grieved. We wives were devastated, of course, wesknew that our five husbands had
been speared.

The passage in Isaiah 50:7 was one | had meetbyears before when | heard a

missionary repeat those stunning lines, "The Lood @ill help me. Therefore shall |

Copyright 2010, Elisabeth Elliot, All rights reserved. Page 38



Marriage: A Revolution and a Revelatidoy Elisabeth Elliot

not be confounded. Therefore have | set my faeediflint, and | know that | shall not
be ashamed."

Whenever we are tormented with a wrong emotioretivr it be anger, self-pity
(which issataniq, jealousy, any emotion which hinders our trushie Lord, it is well to
kneel, lift up our hands and say, "Lord, here is #mger. In the name of Jesus Christ, |
surrender it to Your authority. By Your grace Iiwmot take it back." It is amazing how a
simple little act can calm our hearts when we askincerity. God hears prayers like that
and loves to answer them. Of course our advetbargevil will be quick to suggest that
"that really didn't work, God is not listening, yma hypocrite, a fake," etc. Resort to
what you know is true:

God is my heavenliFather. He loves me with an everlasting love. The pafof
that is the Cross. |John 3:16 says, "This is m@know what love is: Jesus Christ laid
down his life for us." As the old hymn (When | ety the Wondrous Cross) says, "Love
S0 amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my lifeathyy Having sung that beautiful
hymn is it possible then to be angry with God?

Our Father wants nothing but the best for anyspfamd onlyHe knows what that
is, for He is the all-wise, the Omniscient. Everearthly father wants the best for his
child, but does not always know what that is.

God knows not only what we need but when we nee@hen He withholds
from us the one thing we feel sure would make ymphalet's remember His promise that
He will meetall our needs, "according to his glorious riches imi€€lResus" (Phil. 4:19).

In other words, if we don't have it, we don't ngeachow. Perhaps He will give it next
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week, but that does not indicate indifference, étiigness, or poor timing. His timing is
always perfect.

Resentment makes us vulnerable to Satan wholesidale Destroyer. Think
what a dangerous position we put ourselves in iiveeangry with God. Is there
anywhere else for us to turn? In heaven or orhehere is no other safe refuge. "God is
our refuge and strength, an ever-present helpubte. Therefore we will not fear"
(Psalm 46:1,2). He is the Ruler of all. He'stipat whole world in His hands. Shall we
deliberately reject such a Refuge?

We have only this present moment. God does nenafive us previews of
coming attractions. But | can look over many desademembering how worried |
sometimes was, how bewildered because of thingsh@adgermitted to happen, but now
| see them all as a golden chain of mercies, Gifts a merciful Father who, like the
father Jesus described, would never give his sorake if he asked for a fish. What
looks to us like a good thing might actually rus utHow thankful | am for God's
withholdings and for His unfailing faithfulness. Wpas | look forward to what may be
left of my future, I think of Whittier's lines:

"l know not where His islands lift their frondedIms in air,
I only know | cannot drift beyond His love anded

I do not want to miss "islands" whose beauty leralreamed of in those anxious
times. | want to be able honestly to say, "Fathgyst You. Forgive me for being so
foolish as to imagine that You have made a mistakelp me to receive grace to keep a

quiet heart, sure that | am, in this very momeald in the Everlasting Arms."
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Chapter Ten
See Christ in Your Husband

Jesus said, "Whatever you did for one of the leatese brothers of mine, you
did for me." He also said, "Whatever you did notfar one of the least of these, you did
not do for m" Matt. 40:45.

Here is perhaps one of the most difficult but atsust transforming truths for a
wife to grasp. She lives with a fallible humanrgethree hundred and sixty-five days a
year (and so does he!). Her husband does not alactylike Christ (nor does she). Yet
the Bible gives clear instructions to both (Ephesi&a:24,28), and these instructions seem
impossible. The husband is to love his wife atolies himself, and the wife is to respect
(reverence) her husband. Let's remember that swhapossible with men is possible
with God, and He has never issued a command whectilinot enable us to fulfi. the
guestion is, Will we choose to obey?

Because | receive so many more letters from wikas from husbands, | will
leave the "But what about him?" to God and tryddrass the difficulties we wives face.
What is the wife to do if he is being disobedienany way to what God says? | am very
grateful for the shining testimonies of several lawe found love, joy, and peace by
following the clear word of scripture. Their mages, once difficult, have been totally
transformed. Might we who earnestly desire thatl'&will be gladly obeyed in our
home, trust God to help us toward that transforom&i He will, | believe, if we begin
with Jesus' three conditions for discipleship:

1. Give up your right to yourself (a scary thotigh

2. Take up the Cross (which means suffering)
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3. Follow (a daily obedience).

Once having made up our minds to be discipleanag then study the specific
teaching on marriage.

1. What are the respective "roles" of husbandveifel? Look first at Ephesians
5:22-33. The husband represents Christ as Hears tiethe church. The wife represents
the church, the bride of Christ. This means thatis assigned a subordinate position
(one which the world despises). "As the churchstto Christ, so also wives should
submit to their husbands everything"(vs. 24). Subordination is not inferiority. Itis
divine, drawn from the very nature of God. TheWH8pirit wirnesses to Christ, Christ
witnesses to the Father (and in obedience to HiselFaHe was willing to made "a little
lower than the angels"--that is, a mere man!).. PoFsyth wrote, "Without the spirit of
subordination there is no true piety, no manly higb&nd no womanly charm." Such a
concept is vehemently opposed by the world todayiflwe insist on equality we refuse
the divine order which brings harmony.

2. But what shall we wives do if the husbandis®ledient to the Word? Peter
answers the question (I Peter 3:1,2), "Wiveshe same wafreferring to Jesus' response
to insults, suffering, and injustice in the presahapter) be submissive to your
husbands, so that, if any of them do not belieeentbrd, they may be won oveithout
words by the behavior of their wives when they seeptingty and reverence of your
lives." Is it easy for you to keep silent? It tdor me!

One of my friends has cheered me greatly by her @stimony. She wanted,
above all, to know Christ, "and the power of Hisweection and fellowship of His

sufferings” (Phil. 3:10,11). She offers this sugjge: When your husband comes home,
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say to yourself, "Christ returns! Practice readgie When he is hungry or thirsty, give
to him as if he were Christ, remembering that €gist whom he represents. What a
privilege we have to minister to Him, just as themeen of the New Testament did! If he
is disobedient to the Word in any way, don't getdaehes trying to be quiet. Put an
imaginary blanket over his face--to "cover a mutte of sins" and not bring them to
mind.

Try to see Christ in this man you live with, exough he may be acting in a
less-than-Christlike way. Rest on this: "you madrwwvomen should adapt yourselves to
your husbands, so that even if they do not obeWbed of God they may be won to
God without any word being spoken, simply by se¢iggpure and reverent behavior of
you, their wives" (I Peter 3:1,2). Verse six refershe example of Sarah, whose husband
Abraham asked her to do some foolish things, yetodieyed him, called him her master,
and did not "give way to hysterical fears."

We give ourselves many excuses for failure to dgmwgth our husband's wishes.
Often it is merely that we prefer something else are unwilling to surrender our
preferences. A more serious objection is feardnathusbands' decisions will be unwise
and perhaps even disastrous. This is our oppdyttongo to our knees, ask for direction,
trust God in the man He has given you.

My friend says, "If the disobedience is an unkamcharsh attitude, instead of
pulling away, nursing wounds, say to the Lord, "YBather, have put this upon me, it's
from Your dear hand, Your appointed trial for nght now, and | accept it with joy.™
She quotes Amy Carmichael's mottoacceptance lieth peacand George MacDonald's

DIARY OF AN OLD SOUL.
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"But Thou art making me, | thank Thee, Sire.

What thou hast done and doest, Thou knows't well.

And | will help Thee; gently in Thy fire\

I will lie burning; on thy potter's wheel.

I will whirl patient, though my brain should reel.

Thy grace shall be enough the grief to quell,

And growing strength perfect through weakness.'tlire

Beware, however, of a "martyr complex" which letm¢hat terrible temptation of
our enemy the devil callezelf-pity If we get down on our knees and offer up our
sufferings to Christ, He knows just what to do wiliem, "for we do not have a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weakassbut we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are, yet was witso" (Heb. 4:15).

Beware, also, of "But what about me? Why am Iahe who always has to give
in?" That question cloaks a critical spirit. Losiens always at unity and at the good of
the other. Note Colossians 3:12-14: "As God's ehgmeople, holy and dearly loved,
cloth yourselves with compassion, kindness, hupmigjentleness and patience. Bear
with each other and forgive whatever grievancesmay have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all thestues put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity."

"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not enityjoes not boast, it is not proud.
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is naisdy angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with theath. It always protects, always trusts,

Copyright 2010, Elisabeth Elliot, All rights reserved. Page 44



Marriage: A Revolution and a Revelatidoy Elisabeth Elliot

always hopes, always perseveres. Love never falgefgives up" (I Corinthians 13:4-
8).

Spend more time thanking God for your husband ffeando in criticizing him.
Pray for him earnestly and daily, asking the Lardh¢lp you to practice the self-giving,
sacrificial love He showed us on the Cross--acogptie terrible injustice as the Father's
will. Treat him exactly as you would wish to tréztrist if He came into your home.

Can we do this? No, not by ourselves. But wenatealone. God speaks peace
to our souls: "Do not fear, for | am with you," ldays, "Do not be dismayed, for | am
your God. | will strengthen you and help you; llwphold you with my righteous right
hand . . Do not be afraid, O worm Jacob, O litHedabeth?] for | myself will help you"

(Isaiah 41:10,14). TRUST AND OBEY!

Copyright 2010, Elisabeth Elliot, All rights reserved. Page 45



Marriage: A Revolution and a Revelatidoy Elisabeth Elliot

Chapter Eleven
IF ONLY
Most of those who read a book like this one aseipgpose, Bible readers. Itis

not difficult, however, to know the Lord's Pray&daperhaps many familiar passages by
heart without giving a great deal of thought to titeasures of scripture. Christ lives in us
and with us, in the same room, and yet we do nowkiHim. The apostles lived
intimately with the Lord Jesus, walked and talkad ate with Him, yet failed truly to
know Him. To Philip He said, "Have | been so |ldimge with you and yet you have not

known Me?"

Andrew Murray, missionary in Africa many years adeew up some rules for
himself (and perhaps for those with whom he workdd)elieve these rules will be
helpful to all who seek to follow the Lord:

1. He brought me here, it is by His will | amtims strait place: in that fact | will

rest.

2. He will keep me here in His love and give ma&cg to behave as His child.

3. He will make the trial a blessing, teachingtinelessons He intends for me to
learn, and working in me the grace He mearestow.

4. In His good time He can bring me out againatamd when He knows.
"Let me say | am here:

1) by God's appointment

2) in His keeping

3) under His training
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4) for His time

As | was reviewing those rules | thought of thesmenderfully apropos for a
married woman. If she were to memorize Murrayleg@and review them from time to
time she might be spared a good many difficultres surprises.

How long does it take for a woman to truly knber husband? The Lord in His
inscrutable wisdom has given me three husbanddfirtiteJim Elliot, was killed by
jungle Indians, the second, Addison Leitch, diedaicer, and as | write my husband,
Lars, is strong and well. But do | know him afteona than twenty-five years?

It is a fact that very often it is those with wheve live that we know least. Itis
just as easy to grow to know someone less andHessgh living in the same room as it
is to know him more and more.

A woman writes. "I'm sure you must have spokermmotional availability, but
how does one deal with lack of it? | am a housewiid mother. My husband is a hard
worker and good provider but he lacks natural déféecfor me, says he loves me now
and then, but doesn't show it in our day-to-dayngv We have talked about it, but not
lately. | have told him that | need him emotiogalHis response has been, 'Well, I'm
sorry, but | can't do anything about it." | suggdssome things that were not taken to
heart, so | tried really hard to give him more o (totally). It seems the more | gave,
the more he took and the less he gave. Then |thie@xact opposite to show him how it
felt to be emotionally unavailable. | couldn't i€he ever noticed, so | ended up being

more miserable than before.
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"We have been married five years. What can | deduld be glad if he tried but
it is his unwillingness to be here for me that Igehlrts. Right now | am fifty pounds
overweight."

Many "if only's" come to me in the mail--"If onlyweren't married to him," or "If
only I had marriedo-and-sanstead of ..." or "if only | were single again!"

"I'm married to a very nice man who | love verychwand | tell him so every day,
but | cannot control my loneliness. Tom works frmee p.m. to one or two o'clock in
the morning, so he gets out of bed around elevdoak, then he goes down to the barn
and takes care of his animals. He returns, getsdif ready, reads his Bible, gets his
lunchbox, maybe eats again and leaves. So, diftbisa with the baby yelling, | pout or
become infuriated, depending on my mood. | nedskthonest with you --I want him to
noticeme! | feel like a three-year-old who keeps talkimg everybody is too busy to
listen. I'm about to lie down on the floor andikiay feet!"

A very different attitude is revealed in the folimg letter. “I've learned to handle
my marriage and my husband jmayinginstead of filing complaints that fall on
defensive (if not deaf) ears. The Lord is morethble and willing to meet the needs |
wrongly thought my husband should fill, and whilds never a nagger, | have learned
how effective it is to pray and tell the Lord mydiand troubles,’ and let Him intercede
for me."

Such letters--and they are many--remind us thaan@esinners. Let us not forget
that God wants to help us. He knows all abouNibthing takes Him by surprise.

"O Lord, you have searched me and you know meu Rfmw when | sit and

when | rise; you perceive my thoughts from afaouMiscern my going out and my
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lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. Beé a word is on my tongue you know
it completely, O Lord" (Psalm 139:1-4).

Ponder the following statements:

1. You marry a sinner. So does everybody elseretisn't anything else to
marry! All men are fallible and sinful, and so ateof us women! Therefore, not
surprisingly, it takes a great deal of the grac&ofl for any of us to manage to live
together in harmony, peace, and love.

2. Itis your job as a wife to encourage, buitd and help your husband in every
way that you possibly can. | know of no more difgcway of helping than by prayer.
That is where you must begin--acontinue.

3. Perhaps you are correct that your husband hagalty grown up. The more
mature and womanly you are spiritually, the mava gan help him to grow and become
a true man of God. That is what God wants himetoso when you pray for that, you are
praying within the will of God. One way of helpiigs growth in grace is to refrain from
taking over things which are clearly his responigybi As his wife you may at times
venture a suggestion which your husband will be geaccept, but we must be careful
not to dictate what he should do. Most of us anegted to act, at times, like a mother
hen to her chicks. Sometimes it may be helpfubtla¢r times counterproductive..

4. Let your husband know that it is your sincgesire to be the very best wife
that you can be. Tell him (if he is in a mood &atl) you want to be the kind of wife
wants you to be-- willing to submit to him. Ackmiledge straightforwardly to him your
own failings. Our submission is not meant to helging but glad--as the Church

submits to Christ, her head. None of us can doaline--we need God's help every day.
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5. Your disappointment in yourself for choosingaor husband springs partly
from pride. No husband is perfect, none livesaiplt of our dreams! Start thanking
God for this man, God's gift to you, and prayingttthe Lord will show you ways to
make his job as pleasant as you possibly can.

6. God does not want you to be "burned out."hBie promised in | Corinthians
10:13 that none of us will ever be tempted beyamdpowers to endure. God will keep
that promise if you will simply trust Him. Frustian, confusion, and disappointment do
not come from God, but from the enemy who cannat besee two people in love and
harmony. That enemy is working every day to dgsénery marriage he possibly can.

Don't let him do it! Stand with God for your husiola not with Satan against him.
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